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QUESTIONS. 


'» — [Idra: Mas., 

Th. Hon^to Sir ROBERT REID: I #m not aware that the Houae 
has expressed any views on the subject. 

ffTISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Is it not a fact 
ttat the Government of Bengal have received memorials from the 
xlmdus and Muhammadans of those localities f 

The Hon'bla Sir ROBERT REID: Yes, Sir. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Then will he 
be so good as to communicate the substance of those memorials to the 
Government of India and to His Majesty’s Government? 

poin^'“ «<>ve.nment nill consider the 

Maulvl ABDUL HAKIM: Is it not a fact that these Gnros and 

diffi.ultv in dealing with 
he Bengal, p^ple, nor do they feel any difficulty in takino their 
litigations to the existing law courts? 

"““'"T REID: I, l,„, ,1,, 

notice of Government that any such difficulties exist. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 


Howrah Bridge Road Approach Improvement soheme. 

of tie T*"*"’! TH0MP8DN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 

Department be pleased to state when It 
Trust^ch^^ ^ accorded to Calcutta Improvement 




will be 


Biiiguri-DarJoeKng Motor Bervica. 

PnHcA ®^*^®®*** (®) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 

Pd.™ a,. Action. »,aUy p.t » 

owners for motor services between Siliguri and DMjedlingf 




a,., 
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kha^ Tnahah the rents that the tenants hare got to pay are very high 
and even higher than they usually pay to the zeniindars, and I think 
that Haji Badi Ahmed Cliowdhury will bear witness to my statement. 
His repeated questions on this matter show that he is aggrieved, and 
that higher rents are assessed in Government khas mahals. We all 
know that the rent in Bombay and Madras and other provinces per 
acre is above Rs. 5 or Rs. 6, whereas in Bengal the average amount 
is Rs. 4 per acre all over the province. So I think that if the perma- 
nent settlement be done away with, as Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan has 
suggested, by purchasing all the permanently-settled estates, then, I 
think, it will not help the radyats very much. On the other hand, as 
my friend the Naw^ab Sahib has said, if the tenants come directly 
under Government — or rather under the oppression of the oificials of 
Government to quote the very words which he has used — the condition 
of the raiyats will be more deplorable. 

(After Adjournment.) 

Maulvi Tamizuddiii Khan has suggested that the zcmindary rights 
under the permanent settlement should be acquired by purchase, and 
he has asserted — I do not know how he came in the confidence of the 
zemindars — that most of the zeviindars are anxious to part with their 
zemindaries if there are favourable purchasers. Even if that be true, 
how could the Government acquire them? If the zemindaries are 
going to be sold, there may be other purchasers l:>esides Government, 
and if they offer a higher price, what justification will there be for 
Government to acquire them by purchase? Then, Mr. Bannerjee went 
a step further and said that if the zemimlaries were not purchased 
within the next 10 years, it tvill automatically be in the possession of 
Government, but how that is going to happen, he has not stated 
plainly. It may be that he has been going through some book of 
Marx or of some other Communist or Bolshevist or has been thinking 
of Dictatorial administration like that of Mussolini confiscating the 
permanently-settled zemindaries. The other day I was reading a 
volume called ‘‘The History of Civilisation.'* There the author has 
made mention of a few epochs of civilisation. At once there was a 
lurking suspicion in my mind that the author might have made some 
mistakes because epochs cannot be divided into watertight compart- 
ments. In the same epoch all sorts of mentality may prevail. Now 
hearing some of the speeches of my friends, my suspicion has congeal- 
ed into a conviction. I am convinced that the spirit of loot still pre- 
vails in this 20th century. But 1 think no responsible member of the 
House is justified in suggesting to Government to do away with all the 
permanently-settled zemmdmies* As regards the question of increas- 
ing our land revenue by this means, the Raja Bahadur of Nashipur 
has shown by facts and figures that if Government acquired the perma- 
nenliy-settled zemindaries^ Hie provincial income of Bengal will not 
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rise. Though Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah has said that the condi- 
tion of the people of the country will improve, and that the people . 
will be benefited, if the permanent settlement is abolished, I think 
that the position will be the reverse of that, because, as in the khoi 
mahal lands of Government, the rent of their holdings will go up after 
every 20 years. 

On these grounds. Sir, I oppose the motion. 

Miulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Mr. President, Sir, the object of Maulvi 
Tamizuddin Khan’s motion is a simple one. In view of the fact that 
land revenue in the province of Bengal is yielding much less than it 
should he wants that the cause of the low return under the head ‘Tand 
Revenue” should be removed. He referred to Bombay and Madras 
Presidencies where a different system of land revenue prevails. The 
result is that in Madras, land revenue alone comes up to 7 crores, and 
in Bombay it comes up to about 5 crores, and in both the provinces the 
income from land revenue is more than double the income of Bengal, 
although Bengal is a richer and a more populous province. As a 
matter of fact, Sir, the rent that is actually derived from the tillers of 
the soil is very much greater, and it is a pertinent question to ask; 
why should not the large sums paid by the occupiers of the land come 
into and swell the provincial revenues? The system of permanent 
settlement was introduced by Ijord Cornwallis in the year 1793, and 
although alwut 150 years have elapsed since then, the hopes that were 
entertained by the promoters of that system have not yet materialised. 
That is a fact which we have got to face. When this system was intro- 
duced, it was expected that the zemindars would exercise a stabilising 
and beneficent influence over the people, and that they would be a 
permanent factor for good. But many big zemindaries have come to 
an end, and many ancient houses of zemindars have lost their all, and 
new people liave sprung up and are now occupying their places. Few 
of the zemindaries have been held continuously by the same families^ 
and the result is that people who have never had any connection what- 
soever with zmmndanes have become zemindars. The point that I, 
therefore, wish to emphasize is that the idea that the sponsors of this 
system had in their minds, has not fructified. The result is that the 
zemindars^ as a class, do not regard themselves as the guardians of the 
welfare of their tenants. On the other hand, the motive of the zemindars 
is sipoiply to exact as much as possible out of their tenants, not to speak 
of Iretuming to them any part of the money which they derive from 
them in the shape of any much-needed service. There was a time when 
there were large-hearted zemindars who looked upbn their tenants os 
their children and completely identified themselves with their happineai 
and . misery. But those days are gone. The feeling against the 
smmndart system that now prevails in the country is mainly due to the 
laot that the zemindars, as a rule, are out of touch and asnmpathy vditii 
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mse this diacussion with a view to invite the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to this state of affairs prevailing in the Excise Department' 
I would Truest the Hon’blo Minister to direct an enquiry into tho 

T withdrawn from such 

mltiani J I commend my 

L- ® I can also give instances of 

licenses being granted to engineers, and these are— 

(1) the vendor of the country spirit shop 
at 6 Welles ey Street, Calcutta, is an engineer. Besides 

IS ^ o lag t e license of this shop, he runs an engineering 
business. He is also working as a paid engineer in the firm 
o essrs. . K. Paul and Co., Ltd. He has got a packwai 
license in the name of his son in the district of Burdwan 
As he IS exempted from attending his shop, he seldom sits 
in It and looks after it. He has been several times fined 
tor using short measure and once his license was actually 
cancelled. But he got it back with a fine on appeal. 

(2) Babu Satya Kumar Saha, the vendor of the country spirit shop 

at 1, Convent Eoad, Calcutta, is a pleader. Besides his 
holding the license of this shop, he is regularly attending 
law courts. He is a registered legal practitioner in the 
Ahpore Judge’s Court. He is also, as a matter of favour, ex- 
eniptcd from attending his shop, and therefore he seldom sits 
or looks after it. The management of his shop is neverthe- 
less bad. He was fined on several occasions for misconduct. 

(3) The licensee of a country-spirit shop in Grand Trunk Eoad, 

Howrah, is a law student. He is exempted from attending 
ills shop. ® 

(4) There are many other instances, which may be revealed if an 

enquiry is made. 

The Hon'bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose this ameiiduKmt. I may, however, assure the hon’ble membei 
that Government do not propose to deviate from the policy that excise 
hcenses should not be granted to practising lawyers and engineers, 
hrom the information at my disposal, there Ure three lawyer licensees 
in Calcutta, but they are all non-practising; there is one engineer, but 
It 18 not shown whether he is practising or not. I shall enquire 
into the matter. There is non© in the 24.Parganas. In view of what 
the hon ble member said, I would ask the Excise Commissioner to go 
no e matter carefully and .to see that in no case licenses are granted 
to actually practising lawyers and engineers. 

As reprds the exemption of bhadraloks from attending the shops. 

It might be r^mbered that at the beginning of the dhbato te-day. 
there was a demand from certain sections, of the House ^atfmora 


Publisbed by Superintendent, Government Printing 
Bengal Government Press, Alipore, Bengal^ 

Agents in India. 

Meim S. K. Lahiri £r Co., Printers and Booksellers, College Street, Calcutta. 
Messrs. Thacker, ^ink df Co, Calcutta. 


Cuatosners in the United Kingdom and the Continent ol Europe 
may Obt^ publications either direct from the High Commissioner's office 
or through any bookseller. 



93 


1936 ] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 

licenses should be granted to the hhadraloks in preference to Smiti, 
.But Govemmeift make no distinction between a bhadralok and a Suri 
in this matter if the latter is otherwise eligible, though the tendency 
is to give suitable opportunities to unemployed hhadnilaks and to con- 
sider their cases favourably. With that object in view, Government 
reduced the initial deposit from one and a half month's fees to 15 days, 
in order to give facilities to the hhniiralbks who, as I said, have not the 
necessary capital at their disposal. These hhudraloks insist on lieing 
exempted from attending the shops and that is one of the difficulties 
which stand in the way of Government's accepting hhadraloks as 
licensees. The Excise Department have got to use their discretion. 
iWhere the absence of the licensee is not likely to affect materially’ 
the management of the shop, they are prepared to accommodate the 
bhadralok licensees, and that is why in some cases exemptions are 
granted. I understand that the general view of the House is that 
more licenses^ should be granted to hluulralaks in preference to Saha^% 
and Suns, Government, therefore, do not jjropose to deviate from the 
practice of granting exemptions in special cases and discretion must 
be left to the department. 

Tlie motion was then put and lost. 

Mftulvi ABDUL HAKIM* I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,16,000 under the head ‘*6A — Excise — Sujx^rintendence" be reduo* 
ed by Rs. 100. 

This is an old motion. Last year also I moved a motion to this 
effect, and at that time I gave all the reasons showing that the pay of 
petty officers should be increased, but my prayer met with no result. 
I have every apprehension that this year also my prayer will be reject- 
ed. I do not like to be long in my speech, but I would like to have an 
honourable reply from the Hon'ble Minister. 

The Hofi’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs Replies are always 
honourable. 

Matlivi ABDUL HAKIM: With these words, I commend my motion 
to the acceptance of the House. 

The Hen’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On the same 

grounds, 1 oppose the motion as I did on the last occasion. Till 1921 
the grade was Rs. 12, 15 and 20 and since then it has been increased 
to Rs. 20, 25 and 30. In the opinion of Government that is quite suffi- 
cient, and there is no justification for further increasing the pay of 
ilhese petty officers, that will not be conducive to economy on which 
the House is so very keen. 

The motion was then put and lost. 


GOVERNMENT OF RENQAL. 


aOVERNOE OF BENGAL. 

Hit Excelleacy the Right Hon’ble Sir John Anhhbson, p.o., o.o.b^ 

G.C.I.E. 


MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon’ble Sir John Woodhbad, k.c.s.i., c.i.x., in charge of the 
following portfolios: — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Industrial subjects. 

4. Marine. 

5. European Education. 


The Hon’ble Sir Robert Reid, k.c.i.e., c.s.i., in charge ol tlie following 
portfolios: — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

5. Regulation of medical and other professional qnallioatiene 

and standards, subject to legidation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

6. Jails. 

7. Haaanbagh Reformatory School. 
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My hon’ble friend has asked to-day for the elimination of one 
Member of the Cabinet. I am sure that he will find great difficulty, 
'as I find myself, in giving effect to his suggestion. There is the 
Hon’ble Sir John Woodhead, for instance. He has been devoting his 
time and energy, day and night, in the matter of retrenchment, and 
we all know how he has been vigorously retrenching at the hottom 
only to replenish at the top, and iii the midst of his glorious work to 
cut him down and replace him by another man is impossible. So. I 
would be the last person to agree to have the Hon’ble Sir John 
Woodhead eliminated from the Cabinet. Then comes the Hon’ble Sir 
Robert Reid. In this case, also, I find no less difficulty 

Mr* PRESIDENT* Rut why are you bringing in pei’soualities y Is 
it necessary tor your argument I' Not, iniless you prefer to sj>euk 
loosely. 

Babu SATiSH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, it is not a 

proposition which could be seriously entertained by the Council at this 
stage, although our views are (luite clear on the subject. The .size of 
the Executive Council is too big, and, in fact, it can go on very well 
with a much less number of members, and a good deal of saving in 
money may be caused thereby. But we hold at the same time that, 
considering that this (Jovernraent have only a very short cour.se to 
run, the reduction cannot be seriously urged, and that is the difficulty 
which prevents me from .seeing eye to eye with the hon’ble memljer who 
has moved this motion. 


Msuivi ABUL KASEM* Sir, I agree with my friend Dr. Naresh 
Chandra Sen Gupta that it is too late in the day. at the clo.se of the 
life of this Council and of the present Constitution, to talk of this 
matter. It is a mere waste of time. The reason why the Executive 
Council is so large has been explained times without number, and we 
too, from this side of the House have, times without numlrer, com- 
plained against its size. It has become a sort of hardy annual with 
us to-day, and I have got nothing new to say on this motion. It has 
been urged that the size of the Executive Council must be reduced, 
but I think that it is useless to talk of reducing the number now. But 
one thing I must say on this subject is that since the inauguration of 
the Reforms, under which we are working, Bengal has been taxeii to 
meet its ordinary expenses to a very large extent. The reason why I 
talk of this is that our friends on the Treasury benches have taught us 
little of economy but a good deal of extravagance. And what I 
shudder at is, when the next Government comes into office, what will 
be the size of the Executive Council— I mean the Cabinet— -in order to 
appease every section and every party, every geographical division and 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


Hie Hon*ble Sir BfiOJEirDBA Lal Mitteii, k.c.8Ji, in cliarge ol 
following portfolios: — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin (temporary), in charge of the 
following portfolios: — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

6. Forests. 

6. Irrigation. 


MINISTERS. 

The Hou'ble Nawab Sir Mohiuddin Faeoqui, Kt., of Ratanpur, in 
charge of the following portfolios: — 

1. Agriculture and Industries (excluding Excise). 

2. Public Works. 

Hit Hon'ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Rot, in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Local Self<Oovernment. 

2. Excise. 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haqvx, in charge of the follow- 
ing portfolios:— 

1. Education. 

2. Registration. 

8. Wakf. 
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every religious division. Whether the size would be larger or smaller 
I do not know, and I must repeat that Bengal has been greatly taxed 
since the inauguration of the Montford Reforms, and I wonder what' 
wull be the fate of India when Sir Samuel Hoare’s Act comes into 
force, but I would simply draw attention in this connection to the 
Bengali proverb; don’t want your charity, but taJce back your 
dog.” 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: Sir, I share with the last speaker 
his admirable sentiments about the uselessness of this discussion, and 
I share also Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta’s regret that the Executive 
Council has not been allowed to fade away quietly instead of expend- 
ing its last kicks in repelling Mr. Banerji’s attacks. This is such an 
old subject and it has been discussed so often that I do feel that this 
House is not really interested in it ; but I feel l>ound to make just a few 
remarks on Mr. Banerji’s speech. He devoted himself chiefly to the 
question of economy, and he gave us, I presume, an indication of what 
his attitude would be, supposing he were Chief Minister in some future 
Ministry. He would then start his Government with two Ministers 
only, but I do not know what he will pay them. Well, I venture to 
prophecy that within a few weeks of his assuming the Imrden of Gov- 
ernment, he would in the first place get himself into difiBculties in the 
Iiegislative C/Ouncil ; and in the second place he would get himself into 
even more desperate difficulties with his own followers, as I am pretty 
certain that no party of the future Chief Minister will be satisfied with 
only two Ministerships. 

Sir, this motion deals with the size of the Executive Council. At 
the risk of tiring an already languid House, I would just like to 
reiterate once more what has been so often said in this House. The 
origin of these four Executive Councillors is that when the present 
Constitution was inaugurated, it was decided, rightly or wrongly, I 
think rightly, that it was necessary to have two oflSicial Members to 
deal with the Reserved side of the House, and to balance them it was 
decided also, rightly I think, to have two non-oflScial Members, and 
the two non -official Members who were taken in the Executive Council 
had this advantage that one of them usually belonged to one community 
and the other to the other. And I maintain that this has been a great 
advantage to the Government of the day for a number of years. The 
balance between the two communities within the irremovable Executive 
Council were specially, I think, an advantage in those days when 
Ministers unlike the present Ministry were changed with fairly fre- 
quent regularity. 

Balm KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: But the Council passed a 
motion to reduce the strength of the Executive Council. 
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JieiTi and that ev^n under this civilised g'overiunent, tk© *peopl© ara 
^oppwsed and made to suffer at the hands of the police. Now, Sir, 
the whole policy of Goverumeiit is to put down labour, for otherwise, 
may I enquire, why there is this s;j^stematic attempt oti the part of 
the police to put down lalK)ur unless there are clear directions from 
the head of the departments y Recently there was a strike among 
labour and 4,000 strikers were going about the streets of Calcutta 

Tha Hotl’bla Sir ROBERT REIDS What strike is referred to 
here ? 

ill*. R# BANERdlS I am reierring to tlie strike of lal)our under 
the Joint Steamer Companies. These men wante<l to come to Writers* 
Buildings and put forward tlieir .grievances, but only one of their 
representatives was allowed to get in. Bui (‘ven then Government 
refused to iiitertere; ainl on the top of this tliey want us to believe 
as if there was no strike whatsoever! Jn the Marine Department 
they say that they have no information of any strike, although 4,000 
strikers passed by Writers’ Buildings and tried to bring their grievances 
to the notice of Government. But still Government say that nothing 
is happening. Out of the four mills that had stopped work, twp are 
still closed, and still Gov(‘rnment would have us believe that there is 
no strike. l^eoj)le are suffering and their grievance is tiiat tliey cannot 
have two pieals a day for the work thev do. In many cases the 
capitalists will compel them to work in a fashion wliich is not humanly 
possible. And yet the Government always sujiport the (capitalists. 
May I enquire, Sir, whyK The (*aj>italist and the labour hav(* e(jual 
claim for j)rotection on the Government but wlnmever we bring the 
grievances of labour to the notice of Government this capitalist-ridden 
Government always put hammer on the head of any movement that 
is started by labour and I may give a note of warning that in this 
way you are exasperating laliour and the result would he as has been 
all over the world. Ivubour is not a new thing; it has (‘ome into 
power and in some countries it is'coming into power and if you 
exasjM‘rate them tlie result will be (piite disastrous ; therefore following 
the example of other countries it is high time that you should listen 
to the legitimate grievances of labour, but Government being capitalists 
themselves are sure to turn a deaf ear to their complaints and rather 
oppress them. We notice that as in different parts of Cahmtta and 
other places, even in the Albert ITall, too, the police have turned out 
a labour meeting in a manner which had ri<» regard to the effect of 
their action on the men whom they thus dispersed. This i.s a state of 
aiairs which we all must condemn and resent, and it is now high 
time ^at* Government, instead of giving further support, should stop 
these men from doing these things. At the same time, Ijpiust say 
that there k an officer drawing a fat salary in the pemoii of the 
21 
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At the outset I must say that I am greatly astonished to hear from 
my friend Mr. K. C. Ray Chowdhury tha]t{’ the ayurvedic, hakimi and 
the homoeopathic systems are not scientific 

Mr. Ki C- RAY CHOWDHURY : I said that the hakimi system 
only is not scientific. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: In that case I stand corrected, Sir. 
But may I ask him whether he has any idea of the hakimi system of 
treatment.^ May I ask him whether he has ever gone through its 
pharma(^fppia P lias he ever gone tlirough the materia medicm of that 
system y I go further, and ask, lias lie ever read or heard what it is? 
I say, Sir, that this and the other systems named by me are all based 
on science. I say, further, that the allofMithic system is crude, while 
the hoiiKeopathic- system which imikes one and only one pres(*ription 
for a patient is more scientific. Without having any knowledge of all 
the systems of treatment, it is very easy to criticise them on the floor 
of this Mouse. Without, therefore, going into lluit question further, 
I ask whether Government is not res[)oiisible for the health of the 
people of this country. If they are responsible, may I also ask what 
has this Government done duiing the last 17!) yeais of their rub^^ 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till d p.m. on AVednesday, the 25th 
March, Mldfi, at the (k)uncil House, Calcutta. 
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Mr. P. BANERJI; Is the Hon’ble Member aware that Cossipore 
Road is wider than Chitpore Road? 


TlM Hon'ble Sir ROBERT REID: I am not aware of that, Sir. 


Mr. P. BAHERJI: What iiiconveuieuce is likely to be felt if 
the buses plying along Chitpore section were extended to Cossipore F 


The HOfl^ble Sir ROBERT REID: The point, so far as I under- 
stand it, is that if what are called the city services are extended and 
allowed to run in the suburban areas, then they add to the congestion 
of traffic in those areas. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: With reference to answer (u) (ic), in view of 
the fact tliat some inconvenience and additional expense are entailed, 
will Ciroverninent try to remove such inconvenience and additional ex- 
pense incurred by the public in general F 

The Hon'ble Sir ROBERT REID: The difficulty is that if you try 
to remove the inconvenieiu'e and additional expense entailed, you add 
to the congestion in that area which gives rise to another cause for 
grievance. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: The Hoirble Member has just 
said that the buses plying on the Cossipore-Chitpore section is adequate, 
but is it not a fact that the buses are mostly dirty F 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: 1 do not know how this question 
arises out of that. 


Bus Route No. 32 in Calcutta. 

47. Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Is the Hon'ble Member 
in chaige of the Police Department aware — 

(i) that the Calcutta Bus Association of the Route No, 32 in 
Calcutta has recently increased rates of fares by about 26 
pel cent, at each stage ; and 

(it) that there is a feeling of agitation over the inconvenience to 
the people concerned F 

(b) Is it a fact that the Bus Association obtained necessary per- 
mission of the Deputy Commissioner of Police, Public Vehicles Depart- 
ment, before such increase of fares ? 

40 
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(c) If the ansyrer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the ' Hon’ble 
Member bo pleased to state — 

(i) whether the l>eputy Commissioner of Police, Public Vehicles 
Department, gave such permission after proper investiga- 
tion into both income and expenditure of the buses; and 

(li) whether the Bus Association produced way-bills, etc., for 
examination by the Deputy Commissioner to prove the 
amount of their daily income? 

(d) Is it a fact that the average daily income of each bus in route 
No. 32 is not less than Rs. 35? 

(e) If no way-bills, etc., were produced, did the Deputy Commis- 
sioner rely upon the statement of the Association as to their income? 

(/) If permission was accorded on the statement of the Bus Associa- 
tion, what was the statement as to their daily average income and 
expenditure P 

(g) Is it a fact that in 1929-30 the fares of this route were nearly 
half of the present amount? 

(h) Is it a fact that since the discontinuance of Tramway buses 
from this route in 1931, the rates of fares have been increased twice, 
once in 1931 and again in 1935? 

(i) Is it a fact that during this period there has been an increase of 
fares in other routes in and around Calcutta? 

(;) Is it a fact that the Bengal Bus Syndicate has applied to the 
Deputy Commissioner for permission io run buses up to Cossipore 
Chitpore area in route No. 32 on old rates? 

(k) Are the Government considering the desirability of granting 
such permission to the Bengal Bus Syndicate? If not, why not? 

The Hen’ble Sir ROBERT REID: [a) and (h) The Deputy Commis- 
sioner sanctioned a small increase in fares in resi>ect of certain stages 
of the route only. Government are not aware of any feeling of agita- 
tion on the subject. 

(r), (c) and (/) The busrowners were not called upon to produce way- 
bills or other documents. The Deputy Commissioner sanctioned the 
increase after hearing the bus-owners and satisfying himself by personal 
investigation that the increase was justified with a view to the main- 
tenance of a satisfactory’ standard of service. 

(d) and (^ 7 ) Government have no information. 

(h) It is repdrted that the only increase in 1931 was to abolish cheap 
return tickets over 3 etages of Route 32. In 1935 the fares over the 
same 3 stages were increased by 3 pies in each case. 
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(i) There has been no increase of fares in other routes during this 
period. 

(;) No. 

(k) Does not arise. 

Ministerial officers of Civil Courts, BakarganJ. 

48. Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: AVill the Hoirble Member in 
charge of the Judicial Depariment be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the present time the number of ministerial officers 
in the Civil Courts of the Bakarganj Sadar who have l)een serving — 

(i) in the same station for over five years holding the same posts; 

(u) in the same station for over five years holding different jiosts ; 

(Hi) as bench clerks in the different courts for over five years; and 

(iv) as sheristm^ars in the different (ourts for over five years? 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MUTER: rhe luunhers are— 
(i) 8. 

{n) 47. 

!ni) 6. 

4. 

Civil Courts, Bakarganj. 

49. Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: (a) Will the Hon ble MemW 
in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to state whether rule 
1007 of the High Court Civil Rules and Orders has been followed in the 
Sadar Civil Courts of the Bakarganj District during the year 1935? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MUTER: {a) Nc 

(h) There was no time for the full operation of the rule in 1935 as 
it came into force towards the end of the year. 


Settlement of lands acquired for district fiartition of Mymensingh. 

SO. Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: (//) Is the TTon’ble Member in charge 
of the Political Depjirtment aware — 

(i) that several plots of land were acquired some years ago 
for the site of the headquarters of the proposed district 
Jamalpur in the district of Mymensingh; but 
(ii) the scheme for the partition of the Mymensingh district has 
’since been abandoned? 
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(6) Is it a fact that at present all those plots have been settled with 
persons other tlian the previous owners of those plots? 

(c) If the answer “to (b) is in the affirmative, what is the reason 
for not settling with the previous owners? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of resettling 
those plots with the previous owners on conditions on which settlement 
is being made with persons other than the previous owners? If not, 
why not? 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: (a) (I) Yes. 

(ii) The scheme has been in abeyance since 1922. 

(b), (c) and (d) Such settlements as have been made are on a 
temporary basis of year-to-year leases for agricultural lands and 
building sites, on terms which permit the immediate resumption by 
Government should the need arise. 

Settlement of acquired lands is only made with previous owners 
when such lands are no longer required by Government. 


Rural uplift grant. 

51. Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will 
the Hon4)le Member in charge of the Finance Department be pleased 
to state — 

(i) what is the total amount allotted to Bengal out of the Gov- 
ernment of India contribution for rural reconstruction ; 

(*i) w^hat is the amount allotted to each district of Bengal out of 
the same ; 

(til) what authority in each district is responsible for the selection 
and the distribution of the funds for various works; 

(ir) whether the District Magistrate has the power of supervision 
and control of the distribution of the fund; 

(r) who is charged or entrusted with the distribution of the funds 
allotted for the district of Mymensingh ; 

(vi) under what various heads of work the money allotted to 
Mymensingh is proposed to be distributed showing the amount 
under each head ; 

(vit) whether it is a fact that in the district of Mymensingh — 

(A) a portion of the rural reconstruction grant from the 
Government of India has been allotted for improve- 
ment of the homeopathic and unani systems of treat- 
ment; but 

(7?) no fund has been allotted in aid of the kaviraji system 
of treatment? 
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(5) If the answer to (a) (vii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Mem^r be pleased to state the reason for the sapie? 

(c) Is the Hoirble Member aware that up to a few years back the 
District Board of Mymensiiigh was making annual contribution for 
the maintenance of uiiaiii and kaviraji dispensaries in the rural areas 
of Mymensingh ? 


MEMBER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir John Woodhead): (a) {i), (H) and (r/) The member is referred 
to the answer given on the 25th of March, ]93(i. to a question by 
Maulvi Abul Quasem regarding the distribution of rural uplift grant. 

(a) (m), (tr) and ( r) No one authority is responsible; the authorities 
vary with the schemes. 

(a) (vii) (A) No. 

(B) Yes. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) Government have no information. 


Electricity charges in Calcutta. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, to-day being the last day of 
the session may I, before the (5)uncil breaks up, ask the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of Finance, Commerce, and Murine Departments, 
whether he has any information to give to this House regarding the 
report of the committee appointed some time ago to conduQt J^n enquiry 
into the electricity charges in Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: Not at present. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1S36. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We .shall now take up the Bengal Local Self- 
Government (Amendment) Bill, 1936. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg td 
introduce a Bill further to amend the Bengal Local Self-Government 
Act of 1885. 
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(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Sir DIJOY PRASAD SiNCH ROY: Sir, I also beg 
to move that the said Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of 

Mr. S. M. Bose, 

Rai Baliadur Hem Chandra Boy Choiidliuri, 

Mr. Saileswar Singh Roy, 

Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury, 

Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu, 

Bai Baliadur Jogesh Chandra Sen, 

Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee, 

Babu Preinhari Barma, 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi J]maduddin Ahmed, 

Maulvi Taniizuddin Khan, 

Khan Baliadui' Maulvi Mohammad Basir TJddin, 

Maulvi Abdus Samad, 

Klian Baliadur Maulvi Hafizur Rahman Chaudhuri,’ 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi MuazjKim Ali Khan, 

Mr* J. W. R. Steven, 

Bai Bahadur Gris Chandra Sen, and 
the mover, 

witli iustruction to submit their report as soon as possible, and that the 
number of members whose presenee sliall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

Sir, the ([uesiion of the abolition of local boards has been pending 
before the (lovernment and the public since 1922. The Ministry of 
l/ocal Self-Government under Sir Surendra Xath Banerjea carefully 
went into the matter, but did not come to any final comdusion. Since 
then, Governnient did refer tliis question to local ofiic'ers, including 
Divisional Commissioners and District Magistrates, as well as to the 
district boards, from time to time. The local officers were unanimous 
on one point, viz., that the local boards should be abolished. The 
chairmen of district boards, however, were not unanimous. There was 
slight divergence of opinion amongst them. The matter was 
referred to the Commissioners’ Gonference held last year and to the 
CoufereiK'e ot Chairmen of District Boards held at the beginning of this 
year. The Divisional Commissioners favoured the abolition of local 
boards, but were in favour of indirect election through the union boards 
where they had been established : the majority of the chairmen of 


|b|ieeediiif • of the Bengal Legislative Council atseinbled under 
the provisions of the Government dF India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 13th March, 1936, at 3 p.m. 


Prsisfit. 

Mr. President (the fton'ble Maharaja Sir Manhatha Nath Ray 
Chowdhury, of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 94 nominated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Noskhtli Krishsk Ssmity. 

Ml. Maoivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether some members of the Noakhali Erishak Samity in the Begam- 
ganj, Senbagh, Ramganj and Ijakshmipur police-stations have been 
ordered to enrol themselves as special constables? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble 
Member be pleased to state — 

(i) the reasons for issuing such orders of enrolment; 

(it) the names and addresses of persons upon whom the orders were 
served; 

(tu) the date when the orders were first served; and 

(tv) the dates of the service of subsequent orders, if any? 

(c) Is it a fact that those persons were compelled to work even after 
the expiry of the period for which the orders were issued? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
Erishak movement has been declared unlawful anywhere within the 
province, specially in the districts of Noakhali and Tippers? 

(/) ‘If ^e answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
l^ember be pleased to state the names of the district or districts where 
the movement has been declared unlawful and the reasons thereof? 
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district boards were in favour of the abolition of local boards; some, 
however, w^ere against it, and the majority of tlikem were in favour of 
direct election. 

Sir, the principal arguments in favour of the abolition of local 
boards' are the iMiucity of funds at the disposal of the load boards and 
• that the duties tluit are now delegated by the district boards to the 
local boards can be performed by the district boards themsel\es and 
that a portion of those duties may be delegated to the union boards 
where they have been established. Sir, public opinion is strongly 
in favour of the abolition of local boards. The decision that has 
no\^ been taken has not been arrived at in liaste or a day too late. 

• By the amendment of the Bengal Village Self-( lovernment Act last 
year the franchise (pialifications for election to local Ixmrds, where 
there are union boards, have already been redm ed, and the qualifica- 
tion is exactly the siime as in the union Inwird areas. Sir, this will 
increase the number of voters— prokibly the number will be doubled. 
Necessarily, the cost of the elections, too, will be very large. In the 
majority of the districts the buUot system has not yet been intro- 
duced in local iKKird elections, and if the ballot system is introduced, 
the cost will be still higher. On this ground Government decided to 
extend .the life of the district boards from four years to five years, so 
that the expenditure might be distributed over a larger number of 
years and there being longer interval between the two general 
elections. 

Another important point in the Bill to which I would like to draw 
the attention of the House is that if Government decide to abolish 
local boards in a particular district, they will have to consult the dis- 
trict board and a local board could not V)e abolished without the consent 
of the district board concerned. This jirovision has been introduced 
on the ground that there may be district boards like Mymensingh, 
Dinajpur, Bakarganj, the 24-Parganas, Midnapore, which, on account 
of their large areas, might prefer to retain local boards on administra- 
tive grounds. It may not be ([iiite possible for them to control the 
work from the centre. Again, there may be other districts like 
Hooghly, Khulna and (Tiittagong, which, by reason of their defective 
communications, might also prefer to retain local boards on the same 
ground, viz., the ground of administrative convenience. Similarly, 
there are districts like Burdwan and Jalpaiguri with special interests 
wdthin their jurisdictions for example, the coal interest in the district 
of Burdwan and the tea interest in the Jalpaiguri district — and they 
might like to retain local boards in some of their subdivisions, and it 
may not be, desirable to abolish local boards in other subdivisions 
while they may be retained in some. To meet a situation like this, 
this provision has been made purely optional that Government and 


14 QUESTIONS. [13th Mai., 

MEMtER In 0liar«t of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tho 
HoiPIll# Sir Rotoit RokOt (a) Yes. 

(6) (t) The local police were unable to supply sufficient men to deal 
with the crime situation. 

(n) to (iv) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(c\ No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) and (/) The Erishak movement as sucjii ba» not been declared 
unlawful in any district. 


Crop faihira in a certain area cf the 24-Parganae Sunderbatia area. 

*42. Mri Pt EANERdlS (a) Is the Hon^ble Member in charge of 
the Revenue Department aware— 

(i) that there has been almost total failure of paddy crops this 
year in the areas of lots Nos. 6, 7, 3 and 2 of the Sunderbans 
in the Kakdwip police-station of the Diamond Harbour 
subdivision; and 

(u) that an acute economic distress prevails there? 

(6) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, 
are the Government going to take for the relief of the distressed? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that more than 90 per cent, of the 
population of the said areas are hhagchashis and that there has been a 
loss of more than 80 per cent, of the normal crops tliis year? 

# 

MIMBER in etaiEt of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho HoiVlHo 

fir Brojomln Ul Mittor): (a) (i) and {U) There has b^n a partial 
failure of the winter rice crop in the area causing some distress. 
No report of acute distress has been received. 

(b) A sum of Rs. 40,000 has been allotted to the Collector of the 
24-Parganas for agricultural loans and a portion of this amounh will be 
distributed in this area, if necessary. The District Board has allotted 
Rs. 600 for the Kakdwip road which is being taken up as a test work. 

(c) The number of hhagchashis in the area is not known. The loss 
of the winter rice crop this year is about 76 per cent, of the normal, 

Mr. P. BANERill: Will the Hon’ble Member be^pleaeed to state 
the cause of the partial failure of the crop ? 

Tilt HoiPM Sir BROdENORA LAL MITTER: Unequal dis^i* 
bution of rainfall. 
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district boards must agree before any local board can be abolished 
within the jurisdiction of a particular district board. 

The next important proposal in the Bill is the reduction of the per- 
centage of nominated members from one-third to one-fourth. This will 
meet the difficulties that might arise with regard to giving an adequate 
and fair representation to the areas now cevered by local boards. 
Government, as a rule, are reluctant to increase the total number of 
members on district boards, because it will only make the boards 
unwieldy and will add to the expenditure on travelling allowance. 
But there may be one or two special cases where, to ensure adequate 
representation, it may be necessary to increase the total number of 
members by a few. These are some of the principal changes that 
we propose in this Bill. 

With these few words. Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I find that there are four amendments in the 
Order Paper for the circulation of the Bill. Different dates have been 
mentioned in them, but if the members are not very particular with 
regard to the dates, I think only one amendment need be moved, and 
we should have a general discussion on it That will save lot of our 
time. Anyhow, I shall now call upon Maulvi Abul Quasem to move his 
amendment. 


Maulvi ABUL QUASEM: Sir, I beg to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that the Bill be cin*ulated for the purpose of eliciting public 
opinion thereon before the ‘ioth June, 193(i. 

Sir, we had an amendment of the Bengal Ixical Self-Government Act 
of 18vSf) only in September, 19*13, and (Tovernment have now come 
forward at the fag-end of the life of the preseiit Council to propose a 
very imiMirtant change in ihe Bengal Local Self-Government Act, viz., 
the alKilition of local bmirds. Sir, tlie local boards have existed in 
Bengal since the year 1885. Act III of 1885 — I mean the Bengal 
Local Self-Government Act, 1885 — was passed during the Lieutenant- 
Governorship of Sir Bivers Thompson. This Bill was inspired by the 
historic resolution of liord Bipon’s Government, and promulgated on 
the 18th of May, 1882. Sir, the Bengal Local Self-Government Bill of 
1882 was intro<luced in the Council in the session of 1882-83. The 
history of that Bill is very interesting. There was no provision for the 
establishment of district boards in the Bill when originally introduced. 
There was only a proposal for the establishment of union cx>mmittee8 
and local boards. Then, there was a very important proposal, viz.. 


QUESTIONS. 


W^‘ 


15 


V ilr« P* MNEMI: Was it the only cause P Or was it 4ue to the 
iv^h of the embankment for over 16 miles P 


Tlw Hoit’bla Sir BROJENDRA LAL HITTERS I ask for notice 
of 4hat question. 


Oftenu iudhir Kumar Ghata of Khulna. 

^43. Babu SUK^LilL NAG: (a) Will the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether^ 

(t) Babu Sudhir Kumar Ghose, b.a., son of Babu Paresh Nath 
Qhose, of Bahirdia, Khulna district, is a detenu in the Deoli 
Detention Camp for the last 5 years; 

(ii) it is true that his father rw'eives Rs. 15 only per month ar 
allowance; and 

(tu) it is true that his father has applied to the Government that 
he is subject to periodical fits of insanity fo^ the detention 
of hiB son and he is encumbered with heavy debt and praying 
for relief from his debt? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (Hi) is^n the aflBrmative, are the Govern- 
ment considering the desirability of helping Sudhir Babu’s father in 
relieving him of debt? 

(e) In any case, are the Government considering the desirability of 
increasing the father’s allowance? 

Tlw Hoo’lile Sir ROBERT REID: (a) (i) He has been detained at 

’*Deoli for less than three years. * 

(a) (it) and (in), (h) and (c) Government are not prepared to give 
the information asked for in these questions. 

Klim Mahal lauEa in Noakhali. 

^44. MaulYi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’bla 
Mjember in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the 
' table a statement showing — 

(i) how maiy circles ure there under the NoakhaU kha$ mahei; 

(n)^how many certificate cases have beq|i started in each of the 
years and circles from 1929-30 to 1934-85 and up to the 
Slst January, 1935-36; 

(tti) how many cases are ready fc^ institution ; 
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the proposal for the estahli.shment of a central hoard’ which would exer- 
cise control over all local Iwdies and miinicip;}lities thronghout the 
whole province. This Bill went to the Sei reiary of State for India, 
hut the Secretary of State nefratived the idea of a central Ixmrd. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, iiuiy I cut 
short the discussion hv intervenin<j: at this staj^e? Government are 
prepared to consult puhlic opinion before the Select Committee meet, 
and the idea is that they should meet in July. So, in the meantime, 
we can consult public opinion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you going to give de^tinite instructions to 
the Select Gommittee to that ettect ? Are you prepared to amend your 
motion to that extent 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: But, Sir, the 

Select (^oinniittcc can iilwa.vs do indcpciulcntl.v ot 4iny definite 

instructions. , 

Mr. PRESIDENT: They can always do so, but the House will 
stand committed to the priiuiples ot your Bill. Maulvi Sahib, it is 
now for you to consider, in the light of what has been said by the 
Hon’ble Minister, if you should proceed with your amendment. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Of course, if my intention is furthered 
by the Government’s propo.siil, then I have no desire io waste the time 
of the Council, but 1 wish to put certain definite ([uestions to the 
HoiCble Minister, so that in answer thereto he might elaborate his 
propo.sal. My question is this: “Will the Hon ble Minister have this 
Bill circulated to all local Iniards, district botirds, all jiviblic associations 
and other appropriate iKulies for their opinion, and will all those 
opinions, when collected, be printed and placed before the Select Com- 
mittee?” If that is the idea, then 1 am prerwiied to withdraw my 
amendment. 


The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, in answer 
to the question whi( h has been put to me by Maulvi Abul Quasem, I 
might say that there is a list of recognised associations and public 
bodies to which all Bills are usually circubited for opinion, and I may 
say that this Bill also, following our usual practice, will be circubited 
to them for opinion. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, what is the difficulty of the 
Hon’ble Minister in accepting this amendment? 


W QUESTIONS. [13t® MiH., 

(^) in how many caaea each year and eadi circle the elatma have 
been realised by— 

(/) sale of movables; 

(2) sale of holdings in auction; 

(J) purchase of holdings by Government for 3 pies; and 

(4), purchase of holdings by private bidders in full aatia- 
faction of the claims? 

(6) Is it a fact that private bidders are not allowed even if their 
bids are more than 20 times that of the Government bid? 

(c) Is it a fact that in all the circles unculturable fallow lands 
were settled on nominal progressive scale of rent and salami and full 
rent and salami were charged after the expiry of the period? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Government 
be pleased to state the reasons for the violation of the circulars and 
orders of the Board ? 

(a) Is it a' fact during the last Petty Settlement Operations — 

{%) that a large quantity of those lands were found fallow and 
unculturable and rent was reduced; 

(u) that in some cases certificate cases have been filed up to 
1341 B.S. and in others up to the half-yearly demand of 
1342; 

(iii) that in several cases the khas mahal tahsildars and peons 
attach paddy and other movables without any attachment 
notice (D.W.) and sell them at a nominal price on the spot; 

and 

(tv) that the number of certificate proceedings have been increased 
in recent years? 

(/) If the answer to {e)(iv) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be plaa t d to state the percentage of increase, year by year? 

(g) Is the Hon’ble Menaber aware that owing to the settlement 

of unculturable fallow lands on progressive scale of rent and salami^ 
failure of crops, fall in the price of agricultural commodities, cattle 
deaths, the tenants have been in default leading to an increase in 
certificate oases? • 

(h) If the answer to {g). is in the affirmative, are the Govern- 
ment considering the desirability of withdrawing the cases already 
started and of stopping— 

^f) fuller setdement of unculturable fallow lands; and* 

(ft) realisation of ient and salami for unculturaMe fallow 
1 till^they become fit for cultivation; 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that casual remarks like these 
will serve any useful .purpose. But Maulvi Sahib, it is for you to 
judge if the Hon’ble Minister has given you sufficient assurance or not. 

Maitliri ABUL QUA8EM: With your permission, Sir, may I put 
a question? 

Mf« PRESIDENT: Maulvi Sahib, I do not think it will serve any 
useful purpose. If I allow questions and counter-questions to be put, 
the discussion may become desultory. 

(Turning to the Hon’ble Minister.) Wliat is your position? Are 
you going to give any definite instructions to the Select Committee to 
consult public opinion? 

The Hon»We Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As I have 
already observed, Sir, the opinions, when collected, will be placed 
before the Select C/omuiittee, and this, I think, ought to serve my 
friend’s purpose. • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But unless definite and specific instruclions are 
given to the Select Committee, there is no power in anybody’s hands 
to bind down tliat committee to any particular line of action. 1 must 
make this clear to the House. 

The Hon^ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: But, Sir, Govern- 
ment are prepared to give that hint to the Select Committee by way of 
a suggestion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Maulvi Siahib, you will now liave to make up 
your mind as to whether the assurance of the Hon’ble Minister is 
quite sufficient for your purpose. If not, you can proceed with your 
amendment. 

Maulvi ABUL QUASEM: I do not consider the assurance of the 
Hon’ble Minister sufficient for my purpose; so, I think I had better 
place my view^s before the House. 

As I said, Sir, this proix)sal of the formation of a central board was 
turned down by the Secretary of State for India in Council. This 
necessitated the recasting of the Bill and, in the following year, a Bill 
in a modified form was presented before the Council. It was circulated 
for eliciting public opinion in 1884 and the Bill was brought up in 
the session of 1884 and w’as passed into law on the 4th April, 1885. 
About 51 years have elapsed since the Local Government Act was 


' QUESTIONS. "ir 

§m)*twtK6r i&Atitution o! oerti£c«i« cases; and 

Ifv) realisation of rent and sailmni by easy instalinents till tbe 

* c<mdition of the country improves? 

nw Hon^SIr BROJENDRA LAL HITTER: (a) (i) Four circles, 
(ti), (in) and (tv) A statement is laid on the library table. 

(h) No. 

(c) Some 6 or 7 years ago when tenants were clamorous for land, 
land not then fit for cultivation was settled in some islands. 

(<i) No orders of -the Board have been violated. 

(c) (i), (ii) and {iv) Yes. 

(iti) No. 

(/). A statetttiitt is laid on the table. 

(g) Practically all the tenants of the khas mahals have been 
seriously in default. There are many reasons for this. Cases of real 
inability to jwy rent have been treated liberally. 

(h) No. 

(;) Orders have been passed to this effect. 

(ii) Not unless the tenant surrenders. 

(m) No. 

(iv) Yes, when circumstances demand it. 


Statement referred to in 


the reply to clmi$e (f) of starred question 
No. 44. 


1929- 30 to 1930.3T 

1930- 31 to 1931-32 

1931- 32 to 1932-33 

1932- 33 to 1933-34 

1933- 34 to 1934-3.5 

1934- 35 to 1935-36 


Per cent. 

74 

14 

11 

96 

28 (Decrease). 
50 (Increase). 


1^ BatNHhif HEH CHANDRA ROT CHDUDHURIS With 
refbnl«o« to answer will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether any iaf|mi has been realised for settling out the uncultivable 
lands or lands unfit for cultivaticm P 


^Tka HttfMa |tar RiOdEMOp LAL lilirT||R: Yes, Sir. 


2 
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passed. The local boards have existed from that date. One of the 
reasons stated by the Hon’ble Minister why tliie local boards should 
be abolished is that so small a fund is placed at the disposal of the 
local boards that they can have no useful function to perform. I think 
this is not true of all local boards in Bengal; the local boards have 
served a definite and useful pur{x>se up till now. When the Hoil’ble 
Minister says that there is a strong public opinion in favour of the 
abolition of local boards, 1 do not think that he is quite correct. So 
far as public opinion is concerned — I speak subject to correction — I 
think it has not unequivocally expressed itself in favour of abolition. 
The Statement of Objects and Reasons has definitely stated that only 
the local officers, Subdivisional (officers, that is to say, District Officers 
and the Commissioners of Divisions have been consulted and that they 
are unanimous that the local boards should be abolished. Of the 
chairmen of district boards who have been consulted at a Conference 
they were not all unanimously in favour of al)olition and, according 
to the Hon’ble Minister, there was a considerable divergence of 
opinion amongst them. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: The Ilon’ble Minister said 
slight divergence of opinion. 


Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: No: “considerable"’ is the word that I 
heard the Hon’ble Minister utter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I will not allow the debate to 
degenerate into a conversation. 


Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: When 1 am asking for public o])inion 
and the Hon’ble Minister says that the Bill is based on public opinion, 
have I no right to refer to the nature of the public opinion which is said 
to be in favour of the Billy Circulation means that public opinion 
should be consulted as to the principles iiivolved, whether they do 
desire that the principle should be accepted or not. That is the only 
consideration. I do mean that only the chainnen of the district boards 
in their individual capacity have been consulted, but the district 
boards as such have not been consulted. If the chainnen have given 
their opinion, that is their individual opinion, but that opinion is not 
based upon the opinion of the re.spective boards. I am not prepared 
to accept the principle that the local boards sliould be abolished forth- 
with. Whatever opinion has been expressed by the chairmen, that 
opinion is not universally held; in my opinion — I have been a member 
of a local board for four years — much good work is done and carefully 
done by the local boards which the district boards could not do so well 
and satisfactorily. I therefore do not desire the abolition of local 


10 


WUMllUiSO. 


[idTH mm., 


Rii Bahtdiif^ HIM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURi: Witb 
reference to answer (A) (w), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
say whether the Government are willing to return those salamis if the 
tenants surrender their lands? 

The Hoii’Wa Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: The facts are 
these: The tenants were very clamorous for land at boom time and 
they took settlement of lands which were expected to be cultivable, 
but which had not actually risen above water. Knowing that, they 
took settlement, and then naturally Government demanded rent; but 
when they said they were not in possession of the land, Government 
said — Very well, you surrender, and no rent will be payable. But 
they refused to surrender; that is the state of things which has been 
going on. 

Rat Bahadur HEM CHANpRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state^ whether Government are willing 
to remit the arrears of rent if the tenants surrender the land ? 

The Hon’hia Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: No, Sir, not 
arrears. 

Rai Bahadur HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Is the 

Hon’ble Member aware that in to-day’s Advanoc a report has been 
published saying that ten deaths occurred in Hatya within this khat- 
mahal area? 

Thf HOfl^bla Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: No, Sir, I am not 
aware of that. 

Rai Bahadur HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to make an enquirf i»to this matter? 

Tha HOfl’bla Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: 1 shall certainly 
make enquiriee* 


Sslii of aatatai in Birbhum and Munhidtbadi 

*45. Raii BahbAir, BHURENDRA NARAYAN tlHHA, af 
Naahipurt Will the Hpn’ble Member in charge of the Bevenue De- 
partment be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(a) the number of defhulteta for the ladt June and September hitu 
^d the amount of default Tespeetively for those in the 
' district of MurshidaVad and Birbhum; 
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boards forthwitb. Government have made a proposal for the aboli- 
tion of the local boards where the district boards want abolition. 
This shows that there is much hesitation in the mind*of Government 
about abolition. If they do desire abolition so ardently, why should 
they leave it to the option of the district boards concerned to vote for 
abolition. If the Government really thought that they were causing; 
waste ot money, why do they leave it to the district board to abolish 
the local boards? Gf)verninent should have abolished the local boards 
forthwith, (iovernment themselves see that there is need for local 
boards in certain unwieldy and large districts; so local boards cannot 
be universally abolished. If the raison (Vet re of the abolition of 
local boards is that union boards have been established in rural areas 
and that to them some of the work of local boards should be 
transferred, I would say that union boards have not yet been estab- 
lished in all parts of all the districts. Speaking for my own district, 
out of seven thanas in the Satkhira subdivision in three thanas only 
union boards have been established; there are no union boards in the 
other four thanas. So union boards have not yet been universally 
established in all parts of Bengal. .First make your base sure, and 
when union boards have been established in all parts of the country 
you can then see whether the time has come for the abolition of the 
local boards. The Horrble Minister himself named certain districts 
wliere probably, in his opinion, the district boards would not desire 
the abolition of the local boards ami he mentioned my district as one 
such. My idea is this: Ijocal self-government should develop on 
uniform lines, through the same machinery, in every part of the pix>- 
vince, and there should not be any difference between the different 
parts. If the union boards are doing excellent work and if they are 
universally established and if the local boards have outworn their 
usefulness, you should abolish the latter in all parts of Bengal simul- 
taneously and leave no option in the matter to the dtstrict boards. 
There are certain districts where union boards have not been estab- 
lished and to ask this ('ouncil to pass a legislation entrusting the 
entire business of the local boards to district boards would not be a 
good thing at the present moment from the administrative point of 
view. There is no hurry or urgency about this matter and this Gov- 
ernment and this Council are doomed to die in a year's time; this ia’ 
not the time when this Council and the Government should deal a 
death blow to an institution which has served the province for giver 
half a century. The decision on this question should fittingly be left 
to the new (\)uncil and tlie new Government. This is a questioja 
which, according to Government's own showing, is not of any urgency. 
If to-day the Bill is passed into law. to-mon^w the local boards are 
not going to be abolished ; so it is no use passing this Bill in a hurry. 

I should have thought that Government would have been more use- 
fully occupied in removing the lacuna in the present Act rather than 


II 


QUESTIONS. 


1 » 

{V) the number of estates that have been sold and the amount for 
which sale took place for the abovemeniioaed hUU in the 
ttbo^ementioned districts; 

(c) whether any estate had been purchased by the Government; if 

so, the amount for which it has been purchased ; 

(d) whether there was any balance due to Government towards 

revenue after adjustinir the sale-proceeds; what is the total 
amount; and 

, (e) have the Government relinquished their claims for the balance 
of the revenue where the estate had been purchased by 
Government ? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: (a), (h), (c) and 
(d) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(e) No. 

•Old Banaiwi Rond. 

*46. BiIhi JITEHDRALAL BANNERJEEs (a) With reference to 
the reply given on the 12th December, 1936, to my starred question 
No. 23 (a) and (h), will the Hou’ble Minister in charge of the liocal 
Self-Government Department be pleased to state whether he has obtain- 
ed tlie views of the Hooghly District Hoard, the Commissioner of the 
Burdwan Division and the Special Officer for Road Development Projects 
as regards the metalling and improvement of the Chanditala-Champa- 
danga section of the old Benares road? If so, will he be pleased to 
state what these views may be? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Hooghly District Board has written to the 
Government urging the immediate necessity of Improving and metalling 
the road in question and undertaking the maintenance charge of the 
road when improved ? ^ 

♦s'*' . , , 

(c) Is it also a fact that the Comiriissioner of the Burdwan Division 
has endorsed the opinion of the Distrust Board as regards the immediate 
necessity of taking up the improvement of this road? 

id) Will the Hon’ble Minister inform the House as to when it will 
be possible to take up the improvement of the road? 

MINISTER in elMrgt of LOOAL 8ELF-C0VERNMENT DEt 
PARTMENT (tiio Hon’blo Sir BiJoy PriMif Singh Roy>| (a) The 

Special Officer, Road Development Projects, has already undertaken 
investigation of this particular project. Reference to the 'District 
Boards of Hooghly and Howrah and«^the Commissioner of the Burdwan 
Diwiekm wiM be made shortly. ^ 

(b)Yei. 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


637 


1936.j 


taking up a major thing like the abolition of local boards. I would 
refer to the rule-making powers of Government under the present Act. 
So far a’s the election rules are concerned, mudli requires to be done 
to bring those rules up to requirements. Under sections 15 (ri) and 
35 (a) Government are reipiired to make rules determining the 
authority which shall decide disputes relating to elections. Govern- 
ment have not yet framed any rules to that etfect and the result has 
been disastrous in certain districts. Incredible things have happened. 
Government instead of fully discharging their obligations under the 
present law are promulgating a new law for which there is no imme- 
diate necessity. The present (iovernment should rather have filled 
up every hole that has been discovered in tlie working of the Act as 
it is than introduce a major change for whicli there is no need just 
at present. I do not know if my views will find favour in the rouncil, 
but I would repeat that, according to Government’s own version. Gov- 
ernment do not expect that in all the districts local boards would be 
abolished, but that it would be the oj)tion of the district boards to 
abolish the local boards. (Jovernment also know that certain district 
boards have no desire to abolish the local boards. If this is the posi- 
tion, I ask this Council to wail for the enlarged Council which is 
coming into being and the responsible Government which will replace 
the present Goyernment will l>e in a position to deal with the ([uestion 
with authority. These are the reasons why I desire that the Bill 
should be circulated for tlie purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon 
and I commend my motion for the accei>tance of the House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Am 1 to take it that the intending movers of 
the other three motions are nt>t going to move tlieir motions, but will 
speak on this!'' 

(They signified their intention to do so.) 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I find a little difHculty 
in expressing my opinion one way or the other on Mr. Abul Quasem’s 
motion and on the original motion. I do not accuse the Hon’ble 
Minister of haste in bringing in this measure. On the contrary, some- 
thing like it hut very different from it according to my idea ought to 
have been done long, long ago. The Local Self-( iovernment Act 
.as it was passed in the year 1885 did not carry out the ideas contained 
in the resolution of Lord Ripon. I should have thought that the proper 
step to take would be to remove the defects of the present local boards 
and' not to abolish them and to keep on the district boards. Lord 
‘Ripon’s resolution visualised the creation of small and manageable 
Idbal boards and hoi of district boards. The district boards which 
have been constituted are, some of them at least, absolutely unmanage- 
able. The Hon’ble Minister has referred to my district, the district 
of Mymensingh, where the question of a single district board admi- 
nistering all the affairs of a huge district is practically impossible. 


QUESTIONS. 
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(d) The work cannot be taken up until the opinions of the different 
interested bodies are received and examined and the scheme is sfino 
tinned by the Local Government and the Government of India. 

BabU JITENORALAL BANNERJEE: With reference to answer 
(<?), has the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division submitted any 
opinion on the question? 


The Hon^bfe Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 

Balw JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will there be much delay 
in taking up the project now? 

The Hon’hfe Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The matter is 
under examination. 


Noabad taluks and jotes in Chittagong. 

M7. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(t) what is the total amount of abatement and remission of revenue 
or rent of Noabad taluks and jotes in Chittagong by the 
Special Officer apiK)inted by the Government; 

(ii) what is the abatement and remission of rent annually; and 

(m) what is the remission and abatement of annual revenue or rent 
in each of the khas viahuls in Chittagong. 

(b) Has the Government reduced the revmuft oy rent of actual and 
poor cultivators? 

(r) What is the number of Noabad taluks and jotes in Chittagong, 
the revenue and i*ent of which is above Its. 10 and below Rs. 10 
separately, 

(d) Has the revenue or rent of Noabad taluks and jotes below Bs. 10 
been considered and remitted by the Special Officer? 

(e) Is the Government aware that owing to excessive assessment in 
the revisional survey the numl)er of viahals sold in revenue sale rents 
are below Rs. 10. 

(/) Are the Government ^considering the abating or remitting 
revenue or rent of taluk and jotes below Rs. 10. 

(g) If not, what is the reason? 



638 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[SOtji Mar., 


The district l)oard, if it does it, must have some agency to do it, and 
the union boards are not always capable of doing everything that the 
local boards are entrusted to do. What is the remedy? The remedy 
is not to abolish the local boards on paper and to retain the present 
emasculated, powerless and financeless local boards in Mymensingh as 
the Government proposes. At the present moment the local boards 
are a fifth wheel to the coach. They do not serve much useful purpose. 
With all respect to my hon’ble friend, Maulvi Abul Quasem, I would 
like to submit that they do not serve much useful purpose, but not 
because they are incapable of doing it, but because their powers and 
resources are so limited and they are so completely under the control 
of the district board. If all the local boards of Mymensingh were each 
constituted into a self-contained board — call it a district board or a 
local board — each one of them could do work much better than the 
central district board. For the district of Mymensingh and similar 
other district boards I would have suggested to the Hon’ble Minister 
that the right way to proceed would have been not to abolish the local 
boards in small districts and to retain local boards in large districts, 
but to constitute the local boards the only units of local self-govern- 
ment, everywhere. Where the districts are small you might have one 
local board for the entire district. That would be the proper procedure 
to adopt. At present the local boards are tremendously handicapped 
in discharging their duties. Their failings are due to the system and 
the existence of the district board over them leads to a large amount 
of red tape and a huge waste of money. If they had powers to dispose 
of their own funds, if they had the power of initiative, the local boards 
of the district of Mymensingh would have worked wonders much 
better than the district board. Having regard to the difficulties to 
which tlie Hon’ble Minister has referred of abolishing the local boards 
then follow the same procedure as has been adopted in Assam, 
i.c., to abolish the district boards, and where the district is very 
small to have one central local board in that area. This seems to me 
the only rational solution, but that is not the purpose of the Bill. I 
take it that it will not be possible or admissible for the Select Com- 
mittee to chang'e the Bill so as to recommend the abolition of the dis- 
trict boards and the constitution of local boards as the ultimate 
authorities in local self-government. If that is so, it is impossible for 
me to vote for tlie motion for reference to the Select Committee. In 
that event my only course would be to support the motion for circula- 
tion. 

Maulvi RAillB UDDIN TARAFDER addressed the Council in 
Bengali, the following being a translation: — 

Mr. President, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self- 
Gk)vernment has presented before this Council to-day the Bengal Local 
Self-Government Bill, 193G, and he has proposed to send the Bill to 


Ijai ] . QUESTIONS. ^ 

TIm Hm*M« Ur BRMENDRA LM. H ITTER I (a) (t) Rs. 5,15,876. 
(n) R«. 1,07,728. 

(in') Sadar Rs. 7,541, Patiya Ha. 5,789, Roman Ra. 2,701, Sat- 
khania Ra. 12,905, Kutubdis Ra. 16,823 and Coi’a Baaar Ra. 61,969. 

(6) The reduction of rent has benefited actual cultivators but no 
distinction has been made between poor cultivators and others. 

(c) The information is not readily available and cannot be collected 
without an expenditure of time, labour and money which Government 
would not feel justified in incurring, 

(d) The special officers have examined the assessment of Noabad 
tenures with a rent of Rs. 10 and above and of raiyati holdings with a 
rent of more than Rs. 2. 

(e) During the current financial year 539 tenures with a rent not 
exceeding Rs. 10 and 376 tenures with a rent exceeding Rs. 10 in each 
ease have been sold. 

if) No. 

(g) Because Government do not consider that any abatement or 
remission is called for. 

(Ilaji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury put a few supplementary qiieMtions, 
the following being an English translation of them.) 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: After years of petitioning 
Government liave at last copie to realize the true situation in the 
country and have granted to the big zemtndars and talukdars of 
Chittagong an annual abatement of revenue to the extent of more than 
one lakh of rupees and another five lakhs and more by way of remission 
of arrears of rent.s for th^ last five years. But why has no relief been 
given to those poor cultivators in the country who are, as it were, the 
very backlwne of society and pay an amount of rents below Rs. 11) and 
whose holdings are just enough to be managed with a pair of cattle and 
a plough? 

TtM Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: The reason is tliat 
we have no power to go into the matter of these small tenants, because 
these tenancies were mainly created by contract and we have no 
power: it rests with the (alukdars to give relief if relief is called for. 

Htji BAD! AHMED CHOWDHURY; Why is it that no remia- 
sion of rents has been granted to those talukdarg who hold taluks with 
a rentai of Rs. 10 only under the direct possession of the Government, 
aaealso, to the holders of similar jotes? Is there any chance of their 
rents being remitted immediately? 
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the Select Committee. I stand in opposition to tjiis proposal, and I 
wholeheartedly support the amendment brought by Maulvi Abul 
Quasem. The Hon’ble Minister has proposed in his Bill to abolish the 
local boards in Bengal. But in my opinion not the local boards but 
the district boards should be abolished. I am connected with the 
district boards for many years. At present I am the chairman of a 
local board. The experience which I have gained in these years in 
connection with these local boards draws me towards the conclusion 
that the local board is more necessary than the district board. By 
perusal of this amendment brought by the Hon’ble Minister in charge, 
the objects of the Bill seem to be three, namely, tlie curtailment of the 
expenditure of the district board, the Ibenefit of the public by enhancing 
the efficiency, and the benefit of the union boards. But in my oj»inion 
none of the objects will be fulfilled by this amendment. For, the 
chairman and the vice-chairman of the district boards draw more 
travelling allowance and the salary of the staff in those offices is 
higher than those in the local boards. Moreover, if the local boards 
are abolished, the district headquarters will have to make arrange- 
ments for repair of the roads in the remotest interior and the expenses 
to be incurred will be heavy. So the main object of the Bill, which 
seems to be economy, will be totally Imffied. Gn the other hand, I 
cannot totally believe that big schemes such as road repairs, etc., will 
be passed over to the union boards by the district boards. The Hoirible 
Minister has said that in the Conference held by the chairmen of the 
district boards, they accepted this proposal and the Divisional Com- 
missioners and other officials have given their consent for abolition 
of the lociil boards. The Divisional Commissioners and other officials 
have no experience in this matter, as I believe. Most of the chairmen 
of the district boards are nominated members and if they stand in the 
election, they are to come back hopeless, only securing a very few 
number of votes. So depending only upon their opinions, 1 think such 
a big change should not he initiated. I hope the Government should 
first circulate this Bill for drawing public opinion as proposed by 
Maulvi Abul Quasem. 

(The Council was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After Adjournment.) 

Nawab MU8HARRUF HOSAINt Khan Bahadur: Sir, the question 
before the House is whether the local boards should be abolished — 
or whether the district boards should be abolished. If tlie question 
was an open one, viz., whether district boards should be abolished or 
whether local boards should be abolished, we could have decided the 
question fairly and squarely. But the question here is, simply, 
whether the local boards only should be abolished. Sir, my own 
considered opinion is that the local boards should be retained. This 


QUESTIONS. 
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Ml’* Ji B* KINDEBiLEY: Belief is being given where it is 
justified; but the taluhdar where he gets a much lower rate of rent, 
gives a minimum of 30 per cent. 

Hlt|i BADI AHMED CHOWDHURYs I wish the answer to be 
given in Bengali, as I could not understand what was said by Secre- 
tary, Mr. Kindersley. 

Th# Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: May I suggest 
that if the hon’ble member will come and see me, I shall get 
Mr. Kindersley there and be glad to explain to him the position. 

Mr. PRESIDEHT: Haji Sahib, I think you better take all your 
supplementary questions to the Hon’ble Member. 


Travelling atlowanoes of Jurors. 

•48. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYs (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that in the district of Mymensingh jurors 
belonging to respectable classes are allowed only third class single 
journey fares although those gentlemen are accustomed to travel not 
below the inter-class P 

(6) Whether it is a fact that in the district of Mymensingh jurors 
are not paid any halting for any holiday intervening during the period 
of hearing in sessions cases and consequently jurors coming from long 
distances who cannot return home suffer great loss? 

(c) Whether as a consequence of the state of things referred to in 
(fl) and (h) alwve, many middle class gentlemen whose names were 
entered in the Jury List are getting their names struck out on various 
pretexts to the detriment of public justice? 

(d) If the answers to (a), {h) and (c) are in the affirmative, are the 
Government considering in what manner tliey will remedy this state of 
things? 

i 

MiMBER in oharg* of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hen'M. 
Sir Brojamba Lai Mittar): {a) Speiial jurors are paid return inter- 
class fares and common jurors return third class fares. 

(6) The rule on the subject does not admit payment of daily allow- 
ance for a holiday. 

(c) No such thing was noticed at the recent revision of the Jury 
lilt. 

(d) Does not arise. 
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proposal of abolisbing local boards Las been the subject of resolutions 
year after year, and while I was a member of the Cabinet this subject 
also came before me." (A voice: It is a Cabinet secret.) I am not 
giving away any Cabinet secret, but I am giving you my own opinion 
that I consider the proposal as not worth accepting and for the follow- 
ing reasons : At present there are the district boards and under them 
there are the local boards. Over and above these bodies a new addition 
has been made in the shape of union boards. But union boards have 
not yet been established all over Bengal or even in every part of a 
district. So, the question of union boards does not come in at all. 
Further, everybody knows that union boards have a jurisdiction over 
four or five s(juare miles only, whereas district boards, in some cases, 
have a jurisdiction over 14,000 square miles. For example, the district 
of Mymensingh has an area of about 14,000 square miles. 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: No, no; the area 
of the district of Mymensingh is only 0,200 square miles. 

Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: I am sorry, Sir. 
As my district of Jalpaiguri is 4,300 square miles, I was under the 
impression that Mymensingli would be at least three times the size of 
Jalpaiguri. However, that does not matter in the least; let it be 6,000. 
But can anybody even for a moment think that a body with power 
over four or five or six or seven square miles and looking after matters 
of not much importance will be able to do the work of a subdivision 
which is the jurisdiction of a local board ? The jurisdiction of a local 
board extends to about 1,200 to 1,300 square miles, and there are 
about 100 union boards under a local board. So, if these 100 union 
(boards are asked to look after these works in place of one local 
board, where will each of these union boards have tlie staff to do so? 
The local boards as they stand at present have got some staff* to look 
after the works within a subdivision. And if you say that your union 
boards will do this very same work in future, can it be conjectured 
even in our wildest moments that these union boards will be provided 
with sufficient staff* to look after these works? It is inconceivable that 
your union boards will have an engineering staff to look after 
imitation in each union. If you say that there is no staff even in 
a union board to look after the work of engineering and sanitation 
and other incidental works, then how can you say that with the 
growth of union boards the necessity of local boards has disappeared ? 
Sir, what is a union board? How can a union board look after the 
works that are now being done by the local boards? The question 
is what is a local board. You say that these local boards are 
useless and that they are doing no work. But I have many 
times seen chairmen of local boards quarrelling with the chair- 
men of district boards in a most acrimonius way and accusing 
them of partiality, and, therefore, it is no wonder that the chairmen 


QUESTIONS. 


11^1 


ss 


Admiliiitrallvt work of Jttdiolil OMoiit. 

m Balm $ATI8H CHAHDRA RAY OHOWDHURYl (a) Is tlie 

Hon’bld Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware — 

(t) that owing to the recent issue of Rules and Circulars by the 
Hon^ble High Court, Judicial Officers, particularly the 
munsifs, are compelled to spend a portion of their time in 
works of supervision of administrative works; and 
(it) that coiiseimently tlie time for judicial works in eourt l»as been 
curtailed? 

(ft) If the answer to (/i) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, do 
the Government propose taking to prevent the deterioration of judicial 
works as a result of the such preocruj)ations of the munsifs? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of — 

(i) attaching special officers to munsifs* courts for the purpose of 
supervising administrative works leaving the munsifs free 
to devote themselves to judicial works; and 
(it) requesting the High Court to call for a report from the munsifs 
as regards the proportion of time given by them to judicial 
and to administrative works, respectively? 


The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER; (a) (i) Judicial 
Officers have always been required to perform duties of s\ipervision and 
have invariably had certain administmtive functions in relation to 
their own offices. These duties and functions were prescribed in the 
former General Rules and Circular Orders and have l)een reaffirmed 
in the new Civil Rules and Orders. 

(it) The member is referred to rules 2 and 4, Cliapter I, of the 
Civil Rules and Orders, from which it will be clear that departmental 
and administrative work must in no citcumstances interfere with 
judicial work. 

(ft) Does not arise. 

(c) (?) and (ii) No. 


Vending exclM shops. 

*50. Mr. B. C. CHATTERilEE: (a) Will the Hon*ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue (Excise) Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether in the matter of settling excise licences, Government 
adhere to their declared policy of “one man one shop*’ ; and 
(if) .whether the aforesaid policj-^ was formulated with the expren 
idea of providing the greatest number of individuals with 
excise licences with a view to reducing unemployment in 
this province? 
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of the district boards will try to do away with their enemies and 
say that the local boards should be abolished. So, the chairmen of 
district boards, who are often at logfrerheads with the chairmen of 
local boards, are not the proper persons, in my opinitm, to be trusted 
in this matter. Therefore, when you see that there is discord instead 
of harmony, why do yo\i keep this dis<x)rd goinjr on? \ou perhaps 
think that you can do away with this discord and establish harmony 
bv abolishinjj^ these local boards, but m.v propostion is that this discord 
will remain as long as the local boards are not given sufficient funds to 
carry out the works which they wish should be done by that agency. 
If the district boards want to monopolise the whole show and keep 
everything for themselves, tlie local boards will certainly qmirrel with 
them. But for that (inarrcl I do not think that the death ])enalty 
should be imposed upon the local boards. After all. Sir, the death 
penalty is the last resort that one should think of. If you sa.v that 
the local IsKirds do not ])ull on well with the chairmen of the district 
boards and even, over their heads, approach the Hon’ble Minister for 
Local Self-Government, then 1 would submit tliat the best remedy 
would be to give them more ami more powers rather than to do away 
with them altogether. 1 am convinced that the local lM)ards have been 
doing their duty on tlie right lines, ami 1 have seen chairmen of local 
boarda always moving about to find out how the work is going on 
within, their jurisdictions. The (luestion is that while he gets his 
travelling allowance only ami no pay for supervising the work that 
is being done .von would j)robabl.v, if .you emplo.v one of your own 
officers, require an additional staff for the supervision. When you 
persuade people to do some public duty without remuneration, why do 
you reject their offer of service and abolish the existing system!' Wo 
have often seen the chairmen of local boards more capjible than the 
chairmen of district boards, and they have done their duty very well. 
TTnder the circumstances, 1 appeal to Government to consider this 
point of view' and not to disptise ol this matter hurriedl.v, I kept it 
in abeyance during my term of office; many others have also d<)ne the 
same. It is a hardy annual that comes to every llon’ble Minister, 
and I think Sir Bijoy may also leave it to his successor to decide. It 
is not such a thing that it will lead to chaos it not attended to at once. 
I appeal to him to follow us. A gentleman says: “You are not a n^an 
to be followed, you are a rejected man,” but it is not the case. I 
would appeal to the llon’ble Minister to consider (when probably this 
is but the last time that we are meeting in this Council) whether it 

is wise to abolish the system which has been in existence for upwards 

of 50 years. The real point is whether the pre.sent system of local 

boards is working satisfactorily. Except in Bengal you do not find 

district boards with such big jurisdiction, but local boards you find 
everywhere. So if you really intend to improve the system of local 
self-goveminent, the best for you is to tackle that problem in a states- 
mftnlifrji matinar — jint by abolishing the local boards. The effect of 
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(b) If answers to (a) are in tLe affirmative, will tlie Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Excise Department are at 
present contemplating a departure from the said policy of Government 
i^-the case of any particular firm or individual? If so, for what 
reasons? 

MINISTER in dmrgo of REVENUE (EXCISE) DEPARTMENT 
(tho Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy); (a) (i) As a general rule. 

(ii) Yes. Partly. 

(6) Government reserved the right to make exceptions where such 
exception seemed desirable. 

Babu illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE; Has the Hoii’ble Minister 
any idea of the number of cases in the Calcutta area where licenses for 
more than one shop have been granted to one and the same individual? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes I think 
there are altogether 10 individuals and firms holding more than one 
shop in Calcutta. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: And in some of these cases 
is it not a fact that the same individual holds more tlian lialf-u-dozen 
licenses ? 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am not aware 
of that. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE; Has the Hon'ble Minister 
any suspicion that the excep^tfti mentioned by him in answer (h) is 
going to be the rule? 

Tha HofiM Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 

Partially excluded areas of Mymensingh. 

*51. Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYs (a) (t) 

Will the Hon*ble Member in charge of the Appointment Department 
be pleased to state whether it is proposed to include a part of the district 
of Mymensingh in the list of areas to be partially excluded by Order- 
in-Council under the provisions- of section 91 of the Government of 
India Act, 1935? 

(tt) If the answer to (a) (i) is in the affirmative, whieli part or pbrts 

of the district are tc h« narf inll'tr 9 
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such abolition, Mr. Rajib Uddin Tarafder has rightly said, 
will be that any work which is being carefully looked 
after by a man of the subdivision will have to be super- 
vised by a man coming from a distance of 40 or 50 miles and thus the 
cost of supervision will be doubled. That is one of the points you must 
consider; you must not do anything in haste. Of course, I know the 
effect of iny sjieech will be nil, and this Bill will be passed into law. 
Unfortunately, a lot of things are being done now for which my friends 
will have to lament — repent later on. All the mischief that has been 
done can be rectified if you abolish the whole thing, although I know 
it will be difficult for ihe next Council to revive the entire machinery. 
So I say, let it remain in abeyance, do not dispose it of. If the next 
Council decides to abolish the lociil boards, they will do it; but you 
should not destroy these agelong institutions in a hurry. 

Then some of my friends have said that the opinion of the local 
bodies have been taken ond they have agreed to abolition. But I 
think that opinion has not been taken in a proper way, and if the 
majority of opinions are against it, the whole thing ought to be 
dropped. 


Babu JITEKDRALAL BANNERJEE: I beg to record my strong 
and emphatic opposition to the motion that has been moved by Maulvi 
Abul Quasem. I shall begin by exposing some of the ridicnilous and 
inaccurate statements of facts which have been made in the course of 
this debate. Maulvi Abul Quasem said in one part of his speech that 
there was great and wide divergence in the opinions of the chairmen 
of district boards, and he fortified himself by quoting the authority 
of the Ilon’hle Minister. Evidently, the ITonl)le Minister was suffer- 
ing from a slight lapse of memory when he made that remark. In any 
case, as a chairman who was present and had taken part in the deli- 
berations of the Conference, I can assure all concerned that, though 
there was divergence between the chairmen, this divergence was of 
the slightest dimension. It is incorrect to say that there was great 
and serious divergence. Out of the 25 district boards of Bengal 23 
were re})resented in the Conference; and of these 23 chairmen not more 
than three were against the abolition of local boards, the remaining 
20 were emphatically in favour of abolition. East Bengal in a solid 
block was for abolition; all the Muhammadan chairmen of district 
boards were for abolition; North Bengal in a solid block was in favour 
of abolition; only some few district boards of West and Central Bengal 
offered a faint and half-hearted opposition, and even that opposition 
died away before the emphatic expression of opinion of the majority 
of the chairmen of district boards. 

Then, again, Maulvi Abul Quasem said that the chairmen had 
oonaulted in their personal and individual capacity. That also is a 
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(fe) (t) Will tlie Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what is the 
Heaaon for such partial exclusion ? 

(it) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to say how xnany Garos 
and other Aboriginals there are in the Mymensingh district; and also 
the population of Bengali Hindus and Mussalmans? 

(tu) Will the Bengali Hindus and Mussalmans in the partially 
excluded areas also be affected? 

(ft?) What is the number of Bengali Hindus and Muhammadans 
who will be so affected? 

(r) How many Garos and other Aboriginals are there in the 
partially excluded area? 

(c) (f) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of correspondence that passed between them and the Government 
of India on the subject. 

(ii) Have the partially excluded areas been included in the Order- 
in-Council on the recommendation of the Government of Bengal? 


(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking step# 
to communicate to the Government of India and Secretary of State the 
public discontent among the vast majority of the population of the 
district of Mymensingh caused by the proposal to partially exclude a 
part of the district? 


MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (ih§ , 
Hon’ble Sir Robert Reid): (0 Yes. 

(u) The following police-stations only: — Dewnnganj, Sribardi, 
Nalitabari, Hahiaghat, Durgapur and Kalmakanda. 

(b) (i) and (i/) It will be seen from the papers laid on the table in 
answer to question (c) (t) that the rea^U for the partial exclusion of 
part of Mymensingh is the presence of Garos. 

The following figures taken from the Census Report of 1931, show 
the number of Garos and other Aboriginals in the Mymensingh district 
and also the population of Bengali Hindus and Mussalmans:-^ 

Garos ... ... ... 34,286 

Other Aboriginals ... ... ... 20,168 

Total Hindus ... ... ... 1,174,328 

Total Muhammadans ... ... ... 3,927,662 

(/it) This will dei>end on the action that may be taken hereafter 
by virtue of the fact that the area is partially excluded. 

(it?) The numbers in the area affected are as follows: — 

^ Hindus ... •** .r* 146,277 

Muhammadans ... ... ... 362,636 
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wildly inaccurate statement. The chairmen were no*t consulted simply 
in their personal and individual capacity. Before the chairmen came 
to the Conference, printed instructions were issued from the Local Self- 
Government Department to every district board in Beng^al saying 
that a special meeting of the board should be called — not an ordinary 
meeting — a special meeting of the board should be called for the pur- 
pose of discussing two and only two questions, namely, tlie question of 
water-supply and the question of the abolition of local boards. In 
accordance with that printed circular, s]>ecial meetings were held 
practically of every district lK)ard in Bengal. There may have been 
exceptions here and there, but such exceptions were few and far 
between. Consequently, the chairmen who came to attend the Con- 
ference were fortificnl with the o]>inion of thtdr district lioards and 
had full power to express their o])inion in each case. I know that in 
some cases the (‘liairmeii had to express an o])inion which was not 
their own, because that was their mandate from the district board 
which they represented. In my own case 1 was in favour of indirect 
election to district boards; but my board overruled my opinion and, 
in accordance with their mandate,^ I had to give rny vote and I did so 
in favour of direct election. 

I must confess that I am largely in agreement with some of the 
views expressed by Dr. Naresh ('hamlra Sen Gupta, but Dr. Naresh 
Chandra Sen Gui)ta has, in a manner, accepted tlie ])rincif>le of the 
amending measure wliich the Hon ble Minister has brought forward. 
Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta said that he was for avoiding the 
duplication of machinery, and that is precisely the object of the 
present measure. No doubt. Dr. Sen Gupta went further forward and 
said that he would like to accentuate the importance of the local 
boards and to abolisli the district board. But his great point was 
avoiding the duplication of machinery. In fact, that is the evil 
feature of the present system. The present system, with its double 
machinery of lo(;al lH)ards and district boards, might have had its use 
in the past — but I shall deal with that (luestion later on. 

Mr, Rajib Uddin Tarafder spoke much about crippling the power 
of the local boards and increasing the power of the union boards. As 
a matter of fact, there is no question of crippling the powers of the 
local boards at all. What powers do the local boards possess now? 
Nothing, they are merely tlie delegates and agents of district boards; 
they exercise just so much power as the district boards delegate to 
them. There is no question of rivalry, there is no question of con- 
flict of jurisdiction, and there is no que.stion that the power of the 
district boards should be increased at the expense of the power of the 
local boards. The powers of the district boards remain entire and 
intact; the local boards do not take off from these powers, and the 
abolition of the local boards will not mean any increase of these 
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(t>) Precise figures are not aTailable; but it is known that most of 
the Garos in the Mymensingh district live in the areas bordering on 
Assam. 

m 

(o) (i) and (ii) A copy of the draft Schedule, as originally presented 
to*the House of Commons, and a publication containing a Beprint of 
the Becommendations of Provincial Governments and of the Govern- 
ment of India on Excluded and Partially Excluded Areas, are laid on 
the Library table. The original proposals of the Local Government 
and the recommendations of the Government of India will be found 
among these papers. 

(d) The Local Government have alread}^ communicated their views 
to the Government of India and the Secretary of State and do not thi^h 
that further representations would be likely to serve any useful purpos|^» 

BabU 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: With reference 
to- answer (h) (Hi), will the Hon’ble Member be pleasefl to state whether 
these over 6 lakhs of Hindus and Muhammadans will be under the same 
kind of administration as the 34,000 Garos P 

The Hon'ble 8ir ROBERT REID: Yes, Sir. 

BabU 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Pon'ble Member he pleased to state whether it is not a fact that these 
•Hindus and Muhammadans were so long under the same kind of 
administration as the rest of HengalP 

The Hon'bla 8ir ROBERT REID; I think that is quite well known. 

BabU 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHUARY: Is it not a 

fact that the Gai-os referred t(» all live on the plains along with the 
Hindus and Muhammadans and that most of them are Christians and 
are fairly well educated? 

Th9 Hon’blu 8ir ROBERT REID: I understand that they are all 
mixed up with the other inhabitants of area : as to their religious 
proclivities, I am sorry I have no information. 

BabU 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon 'hie Member be pleased to state whether there are Garos who live in 
the plains which are far away from the hills and there are Garos who 
live in the Garo Hills? 

TbE Hon’blv Bir ROBERT REID; I do not quite understand the 
purpose of the hon'We member's question. 1 am aware that certain 
Garos live in the the Mymensmgh district and certain Garos lite in ibe 
Oaro HiUa 
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powers.. Mr. Rajib Uddin Tarafder is entirely mistaken in suppos- 
ing that as a result of this measure the power of the district boards 
will be increased even by an inch. 

Nobody takes Nawab Bahadur Musharruf Hosain seriously in this 
House. He is a privileged person, a sort of licensed jester of the 
House ! 

HawiA MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: On a point of 
order, is he right when he says so? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Should you not take it as a joke? 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, il is a great compli- 
ment I am paying to the Nawab Sahib. 

% 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not siwil the joke by carrying it 
too far. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNEIJJEE: One of the funniest things 
that the Nawab Sahib .said to-day was that there was natural enmity 
between the district boards and the local boards, or rather not so much 
between the district boards and local boards as bet ween the local boards 
and the ])oor chairmen of district boards — as if they were the rival co- 
wives of an imaginary husband. Y liere the Nawab Sahib gets his 
ideas from I do not know ; his experience must be unicpie of its kind. 

Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: On a jiersonal 
explanation. Sir. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: It was possible for enmity 
to sub.sist between rival and collateral bodies. But when one body 
is entirely subordinate to the other, where one body merely carries out 
the mandates of another, where one simply di.stribute8 the other s 
grants or executes the orders of the other body, where is there any 
room for rivalry, opi)osition, or conflict of interests in such a case? 
I hope the Nawab Sahib will be able to explain his position afterwards, 
on some more suitable oppoidunity. Ihe Nawab Sahib gave vent to 
some supremely novel ideas in this connection. I shall not speak 
about his exaggerated notion concerning the dimensions of the 
Mymensingh district — that may be flattering to the people of Mymen- 
singh. He has also said that there is no district board in Madras— 
another notable discoveiy oh the part of the‘ Nawab vSahib! 

Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: So far he has 

been misrepresenting me. You are aware that I said that in Madras 
there are district boards in one district numhering three to four. 
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. BlAH SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDMURYl Is it not * faot 
the Garos in these thanas inclnding otheis who live in th^ plains 
are distinct from the Garos who live in the hills P 


The Sir ROBERT REID: I think there are Garos who Im 

in the hills and there are Garos who live in the plains of Bengal Is 
that what the Hon’hle Member refers toP 


BtbM SATISH CHAMDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Are not the 

Garos who live in the Mymensiiigh plains quite distinct from the Garos 
who live in the Assam Garo Hills in point of culture, education, etcP 

The Hofl'ble Sir ROBERT REID: I have no information on the 
point. 

Babu illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: The Hon’ble Member will 
find from his own figures that the Gurus form less than 10 per cent, in 
the partially excluded areas. 

The Hon'ble Sir ROBERT REID: That is a matter of arithmetic, 
Sir. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Then, does it not follow 
tliat 91) per cent, of the population is going to be disenfranchised l>e<’ause 
of the presence of the 10 per cent. GarosP 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: They are not necessarily going to 
be disenfranchised. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Does he mean that there 
will be one rule for the Hindus and Muhammadans and another for the 
Garos in the same area? 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: No, Sir. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; Is it not known 
to the Hon’ble Member that the Hatias and Hatis have adopted the 
customs and manners of the Hindus and have been living in the midst 
of the Hindu and Muhammadan population? 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: 1 am prepared to accept the 
Hon’ble Member’s statement. 

Babtf SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: WiU the 

Hon’ble Member communicate the views of the House md of the public 
inethe melter to the Government of India and to Hie Uajeety-e 
Government P 
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Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I . can understand 
English, but I do not always understand what the Nawab 
Bahadur says. However; I will leave the Nawab Bahadur aside for 
the present. 


Sir, Mr. Abul Quasem has shed tears over the approaching extinc- 
tion of the local boards and has been very sentimental and pathetic 
on the subject. But there is hardly any justification for such a 
lachrymose attitude. There is no idea of minimizing the work or 
worth of these institutions; the only point is that they have outgrown 
their old usefulness. The local hoards under the present system serve 
twofold purpose. In the first i)lace. they act as agents of the district 
boards, and in the second place they serve as a .sort of juniping-oll 
ground for election to the district hoards. As a matter of fact, you 
cannot he a memher of the district hoard unless vou go through the 
local board. These are the two functions which local hoards 
perform— first as agents of the district hoard and secondly as a 
jumping-off ground for election to the district hoard. Now, what are 
the powers which they c.xerci.se P, In most .listricts, their only power 
is to supervise the rejiairs effected on kiilchii roads, lhat is all. 
In some of the districts, the work of looking after water-.supply is 
also delegated to them, while they exercise a sort of perfunctory juris- 
diction over union hoanls. Of course, they have no funds of then- 
own; the only funds which they have are allocated to them hy the 
di.strict hoard: and with these meagre resources, they iKitter along 
as they can. And the only (|ucstion is- is it worth while continuing 
with these effete bodies with their truncated powers and mutilated 
resources? This is not a quest ion of sentiment, it is a question of 
practical utility. Before 1!'20, there might have been, nay, there 
was, some justification for the existence of local hoards. But since 
]f»2(t the situation has been changed altogether. Since 1920 the union 
hoards have come into existence, and these union boards are likely 
to he far more efficacious than the local hoards ever had been or ever 
could be, partly because their jurisdiction is confined to smaller areas, 
partly because they have been given large and eflective powers of 
taxation and administration, and partly because their members are 
far more conversant with the neetls of their locality. It has been said 
that there are large areas in Bengal which are not covered hy union 
boards. To that my answer would lie— Establish union boards 
where there are none. But let not the members of this House forget 
that the union hoards do cover, now, at present, more than 4/5ths of 
the area of Bengal. There are more- than 4,700 union boards in 
Bengal; more than 80 per cent, of the area, more than 90 per cent, of 
the population are covered by the union boards. Therefore, the 
practical difficulty which my friend, Mr. Rajib TJddin. Tarafder, 
anticipates will not arise at all. 
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I shall once again revert to the idle story that the district boards 
do not represent the local boards. As a matter of fact, the very same 
set of persons are both members of local boards and members of dis- 
trict boards. At present there are 450 elected members in the district 
boards of Bengal and all these elected members have to come through 
the medium of the local board. They are first members of the local 
boards and then members of the district boards. Consequently, there 
is no difference whatever, and no room for antagonism between the 
members of district boards and the members of local boards. There- 
fore, wlien the district boards voted for the abolition of local boards, 
it was practically the members of the local boards who were voting 
for their own abolition. It is not tlie district boards that passed 
sentence of death iij)on the local boards, it w^as rather the local boards 
that y)assed sentence of suicide upon themselves. And they did for 
the best possible reason. They knew that the abolition of the 
local boards did not mean the abolition of their own career of useful- 
ness; they knew that they would render tlie same service to their 
country in future as they had been doing in the ])ast — only their 
effectiveness would be greater, their power of servicie would be 
enhanced. ^ 

Mr. liajib Uddin Tarafder has said that the opinions of otiicials 
do not matter, because they are officials; the opinions cxf the chairmen 
do not matter, because ])resumal)ly they are non-plficials ; the only 
opinion wliich mattered was the opinion of men like Mr. Rajib 
Uddin Tarafder wlio are chairmen and vice-chairmen of local boards! 
Sir, the only people wdio would suffer by the abolition of local boards 
would be the few' men who now act as cdiairinen and vice-chairmen of 
these bodies. None else wdll suffer in (he province, not even the mem- 
bers of the local boards, because tliey will be members of the district 
boards in future. The work will be better done and more efficiently 
controlled ; but the poor chairmen and vice-cliairmen of local boards 
will be no more! What a dreary prospect for Mr. liajib Uddin 
Tarafder to contemplate! 


The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I do not 
think I need take long in answering the arguments advanced by Maulvi 
Abul Quasem in 8upiK)rt of his motion. His first point was that the 
district boards as a body were not consulted and the opinions of the 
chairmen were opinions in their individual capacity. I w'ould place 
before you the letter of Mr. Drummond, dated the 7th Ma3^ 1926, in 
which the Commissioners of Divisions were requested to submit their 
opinion on this proposal after convsulting the District Officers and the 
district boards of their divisions. The opinions of all the district 
boards were ^therefore obtained. I shall now read out some of the 
opinions of the district boards. Mr. Clayton, C/ommissioner of the 
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i^h) If tke answer to clause (a) be in tbe a£irmative, will the Hon'ble 
libber be pleased to state which authority has imposed those restric- 
tieiiBP 

(o) If by the Darjeeling Municipality or any other local authority 
there, has it been done with the consent of, or in consultation with, the 
Local Government P 

{d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that owing to those restrictions, 
the number of taxis have been considerably reduced, and people are now 
forced to travel by railway trains against their will and at the cost of 
great inconvenience to themselves? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Robert Reid): (a) Yes. 

(fi) and (cl Having regard to all the circumstances of the case 
Government have decided that the number of taxis to be allowed to ply 
on the route in question should be 60, which number is to be reached by 
the process of non-replacement of vehicles becoming unfit for service. 

(d) Government do not think that this restriction has caused or is 
likely to cause any widespread inconvenience to the public. 


Civil Court Amins. 

18. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Deixartment be pleased 
to state whether his attention has been drawn to the recent rules and 
circulars issued by the Hon’ble the High Court of Judicature at Fort 
William in Bengal regarding commission for local investigation 
(rules 312-323, Civil Rules and Orders, Volume I, 1935)? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is it u fact that the 
aaid rules and circulars have thrown out of employment about 200 civil 
court commissioners in Bengal who had so long been maintaining their 
families out of income derived from this source? 

(c) Is it a fact that many of these amin commissioners were work- 
ing for 20 or 25 years and are too old now to find employment in any 
other sphere and are therefore faced with starvation for their families 
if deprived of this only means of livelihood ? 

(d) Is it also a fact that owing to the paucity of qualified lawyers 
immediately available, the work of local investigation is suffering 
in many courts and that the administration of justice is being 
hampered ? 

(c). If the answers to question (5), (c) or (d) above be in the afflrma^ 
live, will the Hon'ble Member be pleased td state whether he is con- 
skbiing the desirability of recommending to the Hon’ble High Court 
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Dacca Divisious, says that in view of the decjision not to split up more 
unwieldy districts for other purposes, it would be within the power of 
Government to create only one Ixuird, and the District Boards of 
Mymensingh and Bakarganj are in favour of the abolition of the local 
boards. Mr. Philpot, Disirict Magisti*ate of Diit*ca, said that the Dis- 
trict Board of Dacca which was consulted in the matter was in favour 
of the abolition of the local boards. Mr. Twynain, District Magistmte 
of Myniensingh, writes that there is a consensus of opinion that 
the lociil boards should be abolished. Mr. Burrows, District Magis- 
trate of Earidpur, writes that his district board is in favour of the 
abolition of the Imail lx>ards. Mr. Marr, Commissioner of the Rajshahi 
Division, writes tliat nearly all the district boards in his diviaion 
are in favour of the alK)lition of the Iwal lx>ards as soon as \inion 
boards have been established over tlie whole anni. 1 need hardly say 
that practically in every district union lx>ards have Inxm established 
over the whole area. As rt*gards the District Board of Khulna of 
which Mr. Ahul (Juasem is a member and other district boards in 
the Presidency Division, the District Boards of Murshidabad and 
Khulna were in favour of the abolition of local boards in the area 
where union boards had been established. (A voick: When was 
that opinion obtained?) 'Idiis oj)inion was obtained in 1927. The 
district boai-ds were consul tt‘d and tht*y as a lK)dy gave opinion in 
favour *of the alxdihon. Therefore, tliere is no force in the argument 
that the district boards were not consulted. As has been pointed out 
b}^ Mr. Jitendralal Banm rjee, the local Ixvards have no separate 
power. AVhatever power they enjoy are delegated by the district 
boards. They have no separate fund either, and their staff is really 
the district board staff placed at their disposal. It was stated by 

the majority of the chairmen at the Conference held in January 
this year tiiat they had to find work for the local boards, they 
liad got to create work for tin? ItHal boards, and they considered th«* 
local boards as al)solute superfluity in the machinery of local self- 
government. Mr. Jitendralal Baniierjee was perfectly right, and I 
am gTateful to him for having corrected me that out of 25 chairmen 
of district boards who attended the conference certainly 22 were in 
favour of the abolition of local Ixiards and the remaining 3 who 
opposed it did so half-heartedly, and the resolution which was adopted 
was practically unanimou.s. Public opinion has l)een consulted fully. 
The question has ]x>en pending before the public since 1922 and at 
lea^t four or five tirae%s the opinions of the district boards and the 
local officei's were consulted. During the. last two years, wherever I 
had been in the mufassal, the members of'the union boards and the 
general public urged the al)olition of the local boards. I remember in 
Bogra I met at least 409 to 5(K) people representing the rural area, 
most of whom were members of union boards. They all urged the 
abolition of the local boards. In fact, there was a conference held 
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to retain the servicen olitiid ^VO coari amins who hui been so long 
wcKrking in the mvir courts, precluding new entrants an^ tbns gradnaEy 
replacing tkem hy qualified lawyere? 


Tbf Hon’IHe Sir BftOdENDR^ LAL tllTfElll (a) lei. 

(b) Tbe number Of persons who in the pest have acted as ciTil court 

commissioners and who haTe been adveribly affected by the new rules 
is not known. ' ^ ^ 

(c) There are not very many amin commissioners who have been 
working as such for 20 or 25 years and it is not known to what extent 
they are affected financially by loss of court work. 

(d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 


Oivd ODurt olerki in East and West Bengal. 

19. Babu BATIBH BHANDRA RAY CHaWDHURY: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased 
to sfate whether there is a difference of scale of works of the clerks of 
the JHunsifs’ Courts in the Eastern and Western Bengal districts of 
Bengal P 

fh) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether there is at present any justifica- 
tion for the existence of this difference? 

(c) Is it in the contemplation of Government to ecjualise the scale 
by reducing the works of the clerks of the Eastern Bengal districts? 

Tha^Hon’Us Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: (a) The methods 
of calculation of the appropriate staffs for the respective districts are 
different in East Bengal and West Bengal. 

(b) and (c) The question of introducing a uniform method of cal- 
culation is under consideration. 


bud<?et grants of the government of 

BENGAL, 1936-37. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

>— Lmd RwMiiM. 

TIM HM’M.WrJMtMEMDAA LAL MITTER* I beg*o mbw iiuit 
.' 1 . 01 . ol a.- 3&, 21,000 b« gnmted for «cpendit.i« widM Ddi hM 
liMld Bevonoo.*’ ; r . 
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at Bogra, and a i^solutioa to the above effect was passed. I think 
Government are fully justified in coming to the conclusion that public 
opinion was strongly in favour of the abolition of local boards. As I 
stated, if we could place more funds at the disposal of local boards, 
probably it would have been worth while to retain them, but that is 
not possible without depleting the finances of the district boards 
considerably and without crippling them. Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen 
Gupta and one or two other members suggested that there should be 
decentralisation, and instead of abolishing the local boards the district 
boards should be abolished. But I do not think that that opinion is 
generally favoured by the public in the province. I he public opinion 
was consulted on the question ot the abolition of local boards and the 
view expressed by my friend Dr. ben Gupta was never put forward 
by the public. With these few words I oppose the motion. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, I would like to say a 
few words on behalf of the uninitiated public. From the speech of 
my friend Mr. Jitendralal Banncrjeei one thing seemed to be clear — 
that the present system does not conduce to efiiciency. That being so, 
the question arises which is the better system : that which is pro- 
pounded by the Government in tliis Bill with the consent or rather 
with the agr€^enient of the chairmen of the, district boards, oi the 
other one that was suggested by Dr. ]Naresh Chandra ben Gupta and 
hinted at by Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee-^ From Mr. Bannerjee’s 
speech I understood that he is distinctly of opinion that in order to 
efficiently carry on the work of local self-government in the districts, 
it is nec*essary to have small homogenous Imdies with funds and 
powers. The Hon^de Minister has stated that public opinion has been 
taken on several occasions on the proposal to abolish local l>oards and 
that public opinion is almost unanimous. But he lias not been good 
enough to say whether along with this proposal Iht* other alternative 
was put liefore the public consulted whether they would rather have 
these local boards with more power and more money and independent 
of any other Ixidy than carry on with the district boards. Sir, it 
seems to me that so far as the district boards are concerned they are 
really almost all of them huge bodies. In my own district, the dis- 
trict board has 80 members, and to ask a lK>dy of that size to carry 
on any executive work or to give that attention to the needs of the 
different parts of tlie district which lie away from the home-town or 
home-village of each individual member of the board is something 
which is not quite reasonable, and I w^ould rather have the two 
altemativee placed before the people of this province that they be ask- 
ed to consider these two questions; whether to abolish the local boards 
as they now stand, bodies without power, bodies wdthout money, 
bodies without resources — something like the juridical definition of £ 
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Uo^iMm /or T^uaUm or S»/iii^ 

4r. AMUtYA RATAN GHOiCi I beg lo more tlmt tbi demand of 
Ei. 1,47,000 under the bead * '5A--Oharges of administration — Land 
aoqniiitiwi estabUehment” be reduced by Re^ lOO (delay in land 
acquisition). ^ 

i' ' 

Sir, the object ^of my tabling this motion i# to draw ' tbit attentibii 
of dovemmeni to4he fact that the land acquisition procedure is a 
dilatory one and that it takes a very long time to effect land acquisitio|i. 
I have experience of land acquisition affairs of the Municipality of 
Howrah, where , they propose to send plans to the Land Acquisition 
Department of Government for acquisition of certain areas for the im- 
provement of the municipal town; but due to the awful delhy in the 
process of land acquisition,* the object of these schemes was defeated. 
Sir, the land acquisition procedure takes such « long time that actually 
the improvement work of the municipality is much hindered. It is 
for this rea.soii that this motion has been brought before the House* 
Sir, if the land acquisition cases are disposed of speedily, then the 
schemes for the improvement of the town can also he speedily done. 
But as these cases are awfully delayed, the improvement work taken 
u]) by the municipality is also too much* delayed and it becomes 
impossible to do any improvement work at all. I do not think ther^ is 
any necessity of multiplying instance after instance where delays have 
occurred. But delays occur — so much as »‘l, 4, or 5 years for a ease of 
land acquisition. In view of that, Sir, I have brought tKis motion, and 
if I get an assurance from the Hon’ble Member i^charge of the depart- 
ment that these delays will be minimised, tbsnt shall not have the least 
difficulty in withdrawing this motion. 

The Hofi’bit Sir BROJENORA LAt MITTER: The Hon bis 

Member will realise that a certain amount of delay is inevitable, because 
^tices have to be given, objections heard, and so on. Now, such delay 
is due to the law now in force. It is not due to any defict in the admi- 
nistration of the Land Acquisition Act. Now, so long as the law is not 
changed and remains what it is. this kind of delay cannot be avoided. 
But if the Honble Member’s oomfdaint is that in the adiainistration of 
the Act the officer concerned causes delay, certainly if any such case is 
brought to the notice of Government, we shall ta|ie every possible step 
towards expedition. But delay incidental to the law cannot be avoided. 

The^uotion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

MMlvi TAMIZUOOIN KHAlls Sir, I beg to move tiimt the demand 
of Be. 1,47^000 under the bead ''5A— Cbnvgei ol idminbtratioiiwLaiid 
aqqmii^ estahlisluiimit” be reduced Be. 100 (pcssiUHtief dt 
Jncome in Hie JUnd Hdvdaiie Department). 
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“corporation’^ — or will they ratlier ubolisk the district boards and 
have “subdivisional district lx>aids” directly below the Ministry of 
Local Self-Government!’' 1 should think that, as Mr. Jitendi*alal 
Bannerjee has pointed out, the union boards are doing wonderful 
work, ai|d why? Because they are on the spot and clothed with 
authority and they have got money. It lor the needs of every ' sub- 
division there is a local board with full powers, and with money, and 
it confines its attention to the needs of the subdivision, which is cer- 
tainly a much smaller area, and if the number of members of each 
local board is very much smaller than that of district boaid, then I 
should say, after hearing the various speeches, that the idea c'onveyed 
to my mind is that that is an idea which should be considered very 
seriously not only by this Council, but also by the people outside. As 
this question is not, in my submission, within the scope of the Bill, 
and by referring the Bill to Select (\>mmittee, we accept the principle 
of abolishing the local boards, I think, Mr. Quasem’s amendment 
should be supported. Sir, I do not think tliat 1 would be betraying 
a secret when 1 say that having been a member of a district board for 
several years now, 1 find it ver\» diliicult to follow the proceedings at 
times when 2’) or 30 members are all talking at the same time, and 
the poor chairman of the l)oard can hardly keep order — nothing like 
you, kSir, here. (Aj)plause.) As a matter of fact, 1 have had to make 
a present of a wodden mallet to him, so that he might keep order! 


As for the Ilon’ble Minister’s remarks about what he heard in the 
course of his tours, I think the illustration he gave was singularly 
unfortunate. He gave the example of Bogra. Sir, Bogia is a 
district which has no subdivision. So, why have a locail lH)ard as 
well as a district board there? Certainly, there is a case for the aboli- 
tion either of the local board or of the district lK)ard, but which, it 
does not matter. I submit, tlierefore, that, on the whole, I am 
inclined to supjwrt the amendment of my friend Maulvi Abul Quasem 
for circulating this Bill. 

Maulvi Abul Quasem’s amendment that the Bill be circulated for 
the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon before the 25th June, 
1936, was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Baktii, Mavlvi tyttf HaJM. 

•aatrjl, Mr. P. 

Nr. Nartiiira KiMtr. 
Okaviliari, Baka KNIiarl Malian, 
eninffi, Manhrl Nnr NakMan Khan, 
paiinial^ Maulvi MnHamnia^ 
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Bkata,. Dr. Amnlya Natan. 

Hnfna, Kaii Cmiaittl, 

Nataln, Nkwak Mntliarnif, Khan Babatfnr. 

Qnnttni, Maulvi AhnI. 

fan Bnfta, Dr. Nartth Bhantfra. 

TaraMar, ManHri Ka|lh UMin. 


P DEMANB FOE OEAinC, [13th Mab., 

The question that 1 want to raise is whether any increment is possible 
in the land revenue income of this province. It is an admitted fact that 
the probleni of all problems in Bengal is now its depleted treasury. 
That is a question that should engage the attention of all public men 
under the present circumstances. Sir, the House will remember that 
during his Budget speech the Hon^ble Finance Member stated very 
frankly that the standard of expenditure in pengal was lower than that 
of any othaf province in India. It is an irony of fate^hat Bengal which 
is the most populous and which is also the most fertile province in the 
Indian Empire, in so far as its income is concerned, is the poorest pro-* 
vince of all. Now, what is the reason for Bengal’s poverty. It is said 
almost on all hands that the inequitous Meston Award is responsible for 
all the financial difficulties of Bengal. I admit, Sir, and everyone 
admits that the Meston Settlement is certainly responsible for a good deal 
of the financial difficulties of our province, but is all the blame to be laid 
at the door of that financial settlement? I think not. There are other 
things as well that are responsible for this abject conditon of our 
province. In order to get the correct view of the real situation as 
compared with the other provinces, I should like to show how our 
province stands in respect of certain other major provinces as far as 
its income from land revenue is concerned. If we look at the budgets 
of Bombay and Madras, we find that the budget estimate for land 
revenue alone for the province of Madras in the year 1934-35 was 
Es. 725 lakhs and in the year 1935-36 Rs. 736 lakhs; that is, the budget 
estimate for land revenue alone was more than Rs. 7 crores in the years 
1934-35 and 1SS5-36. Then so far as Bombay is concerned, the average 
income of that province from land revenue is al)out 5 crores: the budget 
estimate in 1933-34 was 5 crores, in 1934-35 it was 493 lakhs and in 
. 1935-36 more than 511 lakhs. Bengal’s income from land revenue 
scarcely exceeds 3 crores. In the face of these figures, can it be seriously 
eaid that the Meston Settlement alone is responsible for Bengal’s present 
difficulties? I think, Sir, the Meston Set4lement alone is not respon- 
sible, but what is mainly responsible for our present difficulties is 
Bengal’s peculiar system of land settlement. It is useless to talk as an 
idealist, but in the present circumstances it is well known that it is 
almost impossible to realise the enormous resources of Bengal from — if I 
may use the term — the dungeon of the permanent settlement and, more- 
vover, the walls of the prison have been made stronget by the provisions 
of the new Government of India Act. That being so, is there any 
remedy for this unfortunate situation in our province? But if we put 
our heads together, we may find a way out of the difficulty, -provided of 
course Government is determined to take an initiative in the matter. 
The problem will, however, have to be manfully faced and not avoided, 
and I should lihe to make my own suggestions at once. The permanent 
^ttlement cannot be undone in the present oiroumstanoes all at once, 
ibut cannot Government follow the policy of gradually up^^the 
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NOES. 


Alimttf, Khan Aafiaiar Maatvi EmtiuMtii. 

All, Mauivi Haitan. 

•al, Aal lalilk LalH Kumar. 

Bal, Ral Sahaiur •arat'Ohaalra. 

SanaarfM, tabu Jit# ntfralal. 

•arma, Raba Frambari. 

•atirudtfin, Kbaa Bahadur Mauivi Mahamm'td. 
Baiu, Babu datindra Nath. 

Basu, Mr. i. 

Blaady, Mr. E. N. 

Bum, Mr. S. M. 

Ohoudhury, Mauivi Youtol HoMain. 

Bhowdhury, Mauivi Abdul Bhani. 

Cbawdhury, NaJI BadI Ahmtd. 

Dai, Babu Buruprosad. 

Faraqul, thi Hon’bli Nawab Sir Mihluddin, of 
Ratanpur. 

Bliihritt, Mr. R. N. 

Braham, Mr. H. 

Brifflthi, Mr. Oharlm. 

Buha, Babu Praffulla Kumar. 

Buha, Mr. P. N. 

Nakim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Haidar, Mr. I. K. 

Naqui, thf Hon'bli Khan Bahadur M. Ailiul. 
Hogg, Mr. B. P. 

Noopir, Mr. B. B. 


Hitiafn, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Hottain, Mauivi Latafat. 
dinklnt, Dr. W. A. 

Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Muauam Ali. 
Khan, Mauivi Abi Abdulla. 

Khan, Mauivi Tamltuddin. 

Kindirtliy. Mr. J. B. 

Mittir, Mr. 8. C. 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Bihary. 

Nag, Rtv. B. A. 

Poriir, Mr. A. E. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdur. 
Ray, Babu Amulyadhan. 

Ray, Babu Khittir Mohan. 

Ray, Babu Nagindra Narayan. 

Ray Ohowdhury, Babu Satlih Chandra. 

Rfid, thi Hon’bli Sir Robirt. 

Roxburgh, Mr. T. d. V. 

Roy, the Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh. 
Roy, Mr. Saiieiwar Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Sahana, Ral Bahadur Satya KInkar. 

Samad, Mauivi Abdut. 

Sen, Rai Bahadur Bris Chandra. 

Pteven. Mr. d. W. R. 

Stevens, Mr. H. 8. E. 

Woodhead. the Hon*bie Sirdohn. 


The Ayes being 12 and the* Noes 53, the amendment was lost. 

The question that the Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) 
Bill, 1936, be referred to a Select Committee was then put and agreed 
to. 


Mr. PRESIDENT* I shall now take up the amendments with 
regard to the iiersonnel of tlie Select Committee. 


Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I beg to move 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mauivi Sahib, have you received the consent 
of Dr. Naresh Chandra Seal GuptaP 


Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: Yes, Sir. 

I, therefore, beg to move that after the name of Rai Bahadur Gris 
Chandra Sen, the following names be inserted, namely: — 

Dr. Nareeh Cliandra Sen Gupta, and 
Mauivi Abdul Hakim. 
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p;||ifliAa6nUy-86t estates F Tkat is my definite suggestion. SiPi 
•ji]^ of tke members of the Treasury bench are laughing^ hut 1 know 
li^eotly well the reason for their laughter. Perhaps it will be said 
on behalf of the Goyernment that there is a threefold objection to this 
suggestion of mine. One is perhaps that of sentiment. People who are 
mijoying the benefits of the permanent settlement, are looked upon with 
some degree of gratitude by Government, because the anceStors and the 
predecessors in interest of this landed aristocracy came to the help of 
Government at a time when help was extremely needed. Sir, I appre- 
ciate the reason for this sentiment, but I think that so far as oifr present 
zemindars are fxmimrned, they are not all direct descendants of those 
with whom the permanent settlement was made. I think, Sir, that since 
1793 the zemindaries in Bengal have passed into other hands in most 
cases and all those who are at present landed proprietors are not mostly 
the descendants or successors as heirs of those with whom the permanent 
settlement was made in 1793. Therefore, Sir, this question of sentiment 
does not apply with all the force with which it might have been applied 
in 1793 or shortly thereafter. The second objection seems to be this. 
Government probably thinks that it will be the height of unwisdom to 
do away with landed aristocracy, because Government think that the 
landed aristocracy is a stabilising influence and therefore is a system 
which is worth preserving. I think that is a fallacious idea. We have 
seen that some of the other provinces are doing well without this so- 
called stabilising influence. Madras has been doing without it for a 
long time, and Bombay has also been doing without it, and so also the 
Punjab. If those provinces can do without this influence, I do not 
know why Bengal cannot do without it. Then, Sir, what kind of 
stabilising influence has this landed aristrocracy been exercising upon 
the conditions prevailing in Bengal? We all know that in Bengal, of 
all the provinces, all kinds of subversive movements have found a most 
congenial soil and have grown and flourished with extraordinary 
vigour. Therefore, the argument that this landed aristocracy should 
be preserved on account of its stabilising influence has no force what** 
soever. Then Sir, the third and most important objection to my sug- 
gestion will be the question of practicability. It will be said that it is 
not practicable to buy up all these permanently-settled estates. As I 
have already stated, Sir, it is certainly a dilflcult proposition, but it is 
well, known that Bengal zemindart make an enormous profit. If this 
{UY^t could by some means come to Government, Government would 
Wtcdflly hkve been in a position to repay any big loan that might have 
been necessaiy to buy up these permanently-settled estates gradually. 
Government can easily raise a loan against the expected profit from these 
estates, and gradually pay up that loan. So far as the present conditions 
are ooncemed, I think many of the zemindarf will he only too glad to 
witik Uieir estates at their proper market value. Therefore, no 
opposition is likely to come from the general body of zermndan. Then 
Z 



1936 .] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


651 


The amendment was put and lo.st. 

The motion “that the Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) 
Bill, 1936, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

Mr. S. M. Bose, 

Eai Bahadur Hem Chandra Boy Choiidhuri, 

Mr. Saileswar Singh Boy, 

Babu Satish Chandra Bay (Ibowdhury, 

Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu, 

Bai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen, 

Babu Jitendralal Banner jee, 

Babu Premhari Barma, 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin Ahmed, 

Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mohammed Basir Uddin, 

Maulvi Ahdus ^Samad, 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafizur Bahman Chaudhuri, 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muazzam Ali Khan, 

Mr. J. W. E. Steven. 

Eai Bahadur (Iris (’h audio S(»n, «and 
the mover, 

with instruction to submit their report as soon as possible, and that the 
number of rnemliers whose presence shall be neicessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five,'’ was then put and agreed to. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council; l)efore the Council 
is prorogued, I should like to thank you all, individually and col- 
lectively, for the uniform courtesy and help that I have received from 
you during the preseoat session. I would, also, like, with the permission 
of this House, to send the following message to Their Excellencies 
the Viceroy and Lady Willingdon : — 

“The Bengal Legislative Council, on the eve of its prorogation, 
wishes Your Excellency and Lady Willingdon hon voyage on your 
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there is another way of buying up these estates^ that is, by buying them 
up gradually in inyoluntary sales. The number of permanently-settled 
estates in Bengal is, roughly speaking, about one lakh, and if we lode 
at the figures of 1934-35 we find that as many as 1,091 permanentlyw 
settled estates were sold for arrears of revenue and of those 267 estates 
were purchased by Government. From that it appears that Gbvemment 
do not altogether disapprove the policy of buying up those estates, but 
so far as their purchase is concerned, they only buy those estates^lor 
which no other bidders are forthcoming. They buy generally at Be. 1 
per estate at these involuntary sales. That 1 do not think is a wise 
policy. That is a policy which Government are rather compelled to 
adopt because no one else comes forward to purchase certain estates. 
But if Government adopt a deliberate policy of purchasing estates at 
involuntary sales, I think Government can do so easily and gradually 
increase their income from ^*Land revenue.” I have explained my 
point clearly, and no further argument, I think, is necessary to support 
it. 

Although Government are not inclined to adopt the policy which I 
have suggested to them, they are veiy^ anxious to increase their revenue 
under this head, and how they are doing it, is known to everyone of us. 
Here also a comparison with the other provinces seems to be pertinent. 
We have seen that the Government of Madras have been making remis- 
sions amounting to Bs. 70 lakhs a year during the last few years of 
economic depression prevailing in the province, whereas our Govern- 
ment, instead of making any remission worth the name, have been 
adopting all kinds of stringent measures to realise their dues. And in 
this connection I should like to refer to the Administration Beport 
relating to the Land Be venue Department. That report frankly admits 
the stringent steps which have been taken in this connection ever since 
the onset of the present economic depression. At page 2 of the Land 
Bevenue Administration Report for the year 1934-35 it runs thus: 

**By an unfortunate coincidence revisional settlement operations of 
land revenue in those districts where Government-owned estates are 
most important and lucrative, namely, Chittagong and Jalpaiguri, came 
to an end just about the time the severe economic depression started. 
Various minor operations in other districts like Nodthali, Bakarganj, 
Faridpur and Pabna also resulted in an increase in the rent-roll which 
came into effect simultaneously with the heavy fall in the price of staple 
food crops. The tenants, therefore, found themselves called upon to 
pay increased rates of rents just at the time the price of paddy had 
fallen from Bs. 2-8 to Be. 1 or less per month. Government has not 
approved of the policy of putting off the coming into effect of the revised 
rent-rolls for a year or two in the hope of the return of better times.'* 

I do not know, Sir, whether there can be a more emphatic oondenuuip 
tion of the policy of Government than what is to be found here in ^eir 
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departure from the shores of India. We are sure that Your 
Excellencies will not forget India and will always continue to evince 
lively interest in her welfare and progress. We wish Your 
Excellencies long life and still greater prosperity.” 

Gentlemen, I shall be extremely grateful if you will please rise in 
your places to signify your consent to this message being sent to 
Their Excellencies. 

(The members rose in their places.) 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Thank you, gentlemen. 


Prort^tion. 


% ' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have it in (tmimand from His Excellency the 
Governor to declare that the Bengal Legislative Council stands 
prorog-ued . 


B. G. Press— 1936-37— 1722 A— 550. 
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report. What I was going to subinit is that OoTernnient is not 
aaicioue to increase its revenue from permanently-settled estates, but 
is Anxions to raise it from temporarily-settled estates at the cost of 
the poor people without having any regard whatsoever for the abject 
condition of these men under the present ciroumstanoes. I submit that 
this policy of exacting as much as possible from these poor people will 
not ultimately pay. Sir, I have given my suggestion offhand, and I 
hope and expect that if the Members of Government will put their heads 
together, they will certainly be able to evolve a workable scheme 
whereby the permanently-settled estates can be gradually purchased, 
and that will be a measure which will be very much appreciated. If 
that is done, the success of the Reforms will be ensured. Otherwise, 
even if the Meston Settlement is done away with, even if financial 
justice is done to Bengal, I cannot think of a bright future before us. 


Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY: Sir, I regret to find that a section of 
this House is keen and persistent in their demand for unsettling the 
permanent settlement of Bengal. They attack it with warmth which 
sometimes amounts to antagonism. They even go so far as to attack 
the entire land system that now prevails in Bengal, since, to this land 
system, they attribute the so-called inelasticity of public revenues in 
Bengal. 

Sir, it is a misfortuijLe that I have to protest against these attacks 
not simply in the interest of the community I have the honour to te- 
present here, but also because I sincerely believe that this propaganda 
itself is dangerous to ^e economic welfare of Bengal. 

Sir, the opponents of the permanent settlement always forget its 
real usefulness, because they never care to read its history, neither do 
they care to look into its results. I again appeal to them and ask them 
to go deep into the question and look into the history of the measure and 
the benefit it has brought in its wake. I am sure that they will then 
find that this permanent settlement had not only helped early British 
administrators in consolidating the British Empire in India with the 
fixed and stable revenues of Bengal, but that the system of land tenure 
it has introduced has vastly helped the development of the agriciiltural 
resources of Bengal. We ali know that while many Bengal zemindar » 
have been ruined in meeting punctually the demand for land revenue, 
the tenants went on pursuing their agricultural operations profitably, 
and the two-thirds of the vast area of Bengal which were covered with 
jungles and swamps were brought under Cultivation. And, Sir, to this 
development we owe the present prosperity of Bengal. 

So, Sir, you will see that the stability of land revenue of Bengal 
had not only made the ^tablishment and consolidation of the British 
Empire in India possible, but it has added also vastly to the economic 
d^ebpment of this country. 
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Then, Sir, it is not the zemindars only who intercept the profit 
which is the difference between the rents actually paid by the culti- 
vators to their immediate superior landlords and the revenue which 
the Government receive, but it is shared by numerous intermediaries 
which intervene between the actual tillers of the soil and the zemindars 
who pay revenue to GoverMent. Thus, Sir, we find that a large 
percentage of the population of Bengal also derive substantial 
benefit, if not their actual bread and butter, from the land system 
now prevailing in Bengal. And this, Sir, I submit was gradually 
Jbrought into being by the permanent settlement. 

Then, Sir, when the zemindars first took permanent settlement 
from the British Government, they were assessed not only at the 
highest rate then prevailing, but in addition to this, they were made 
to pay all abwabs which were imposed by the predecessors of the 
British Government over and above the actual rent; the zemindars 
being allowed to retain only 10 per cent, as their profits at the time 
of the permanent settlement. As this verj' narrow margin hardly 
sufficed even to meet their costs and risks of collection, they exerted 
to develop their estates. Had there been no permanent settlement 
and therefore no incentive for their exertion for developing their 
estates, Bengal’s development as a whole would not have been a 
possibility. 

Then, Sir, the raiyats are not rack-rented. The late Revenue 
Member tp the Government of Bengal, I mean late Sir Provash 
Chandra Mitter, showed by carefully collected statistics, on the floor 
of this House only a short time ago, that the. raiyats do not pay as 
rent more than five to six per cent, of the gross income they derive 
from their lands, on an average. 

Now, Sir, I hope I have been able to show what the permanent 
settlement has brought to Bengal. The British Government has 
been able to extend and consolidate their vast empire in India, and 
their revenues have been stabilised ; the zemindars who represent 
a very large section of the population of Bengal, as late Sir Provash 
Chander Mitter has shown, have become prosperous; the interme- 
diaries 'ifho represent a still larger percentage of population of Bengal 
have thrived and the agriculturists who form the largest proportion 
of the population have also vastly prospered and this without their 
being at all rack-rented. 

It will, therefore, be disastrous both for the people and for the 
Government of Bengal if the^xisting land system be disturbed for the 
purpose of increasing income from the land revenue. 

Then, Sir, I shall deal wilh the charge of inelasticity of land 
revenue due to the permanent settlement. Already two cesses, one 
after another, have been imposed by this House for meeting expense 
of primary education. ^ 
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My friends who are anxious to increase the income from land 
rtteniie ouglit to be more than satisfied with the Bengal Development 
Ad passed only shortly before by this House. That will, if worked 
judiciously, it is hoped, give a very substantial increase of income in 
the Land Revenue Department. 

Besides, a very large proportion of the revenue of Bengal is 
derived from stamps. This is to a very large extent due to increase 
in the value of land due to the pennanent settlement, directly or 
indirectly. Within this category also come heavy “death” duties 
such as for probate and succession which also depend upon increment 
in the value of land, due to the pennanent settlement. 

I therefore see no reason for grievance on the pari of the mover 
of the motion against the fixity of land revenue in Bengal. I there- 
fore oppose it. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir. I am in entire and 
absolute ogreement with the view p()int of Mnulvi Tamissuddin Khan, 
But Mr. Tamizuddin is so gentle and inoffensive by nature that he di4 
not, for fear of wounding tender susceptibilities, put all his ideas inkp 
words. To me, therefore, falls the disagreeable duty of dotting his i’tf 
and crossing his t’8--of speaking out the unspoken thoughts that must 
have been coursing through his mind. The zemindary system, I hold, 
is the curse of the country. It has impoverished the country, it has 
impoverished the Government, it has rendered the provincial revenues 
barren and sterile, and the sooner it is done away with the better for • 
all concerned— Government, the people, zemindars and tenants. The 
pity of the thing is that we cuiinot do away with it, and the new 
Government of India Act has made it more permanent than before. 
Mr, Abdul Hamid Shah, claiming to speak on behalf of the tenants said 
that the tenants of Bengal were not against permanent settlement. I 
do not know where Mr. Abdul Hamid Shah got this precious illumina- 
tion from; but in so far as he claimed to speak on behalf of the tenants 
of Bengal, I believe he has misrepresented their views. They do not 
think that the abolition of the permanent settbinent will be 4he sole 
remedy for all their evils but they do believe that it is a potent remedy 
for many of their evils. 

Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy wanted to enter into a historical survey of 
the origin of the permanent settlement fi&d the ruling to justify its 
continuance. He said that the Permanent Settlement had consolidated 
British rule in Bengal. Some people uSight say that this was ques- 
tionable boon. But whatever that might be, and even supposing that 
the permanent settlement was good in 179?l, does it follow that it is 
eqi|plly good in 1935! What was good 150 years ago, may have 
Wpme obsolete, redundant and superfluous now. I want Mr. Sarat 
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Kumar Eoy to deal with the situation as it is at present and not with 
the situation as it might have been at the time of his great grand- 
father. 

With the other object of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, I also have fi^ 
sympathy. He says; “let there be more income for Govern- 
ment, let there be more money for the coffers of Govern- 
ment.'* J agree: but I differ entirely from him as regards 
the suggestion which he puts forward, namely, that Govern- 
ment should buy up the estates of the zemindars. Why should the 
Government incur this unnecessary expenditure? Why should they 
spend money in buying off the landlords’ estates and pay them some- 
thing— 10 years’ purchase, 15 years' purchase or 20 years' purchase— 
whatever it may be? If Mr. Tamizuddin Khan will only hold his soul 
in patience for some little time longer, as I am holding my soul in 
patience for some little time longer, he will find that, in the course of 
another 10 years or so, the problem will have solved itself. The time 
is soon coming when these zevundaries will not require to be purchased 
for a price — they will be going a begging— they will be thrown about, 
for anybody to catch them who can. At present you will have to pay 
at least 10 years' purchase; but in 10 years’ time you will not be 
required to pay even one year’s purchase. Therefore, let Mr. Tamiz- 
uddin wait. Let him not ask Government to spend good money after 
bad. Why should so much money go idly, uselessly into the unprofit- 
able pockets of the landlords of Bengal — a community that has grown 
and flourished at the expense of the general body of taxpayers? The 
landholders of Bengal will disappear — of that I am quite sure — they 
will disappear on account of their multiplied sins in the past; but I 
shall be no consenting party to them being bought out at any priced 

Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: After the 
speech of my hon’ble friend, Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee, I think the 
House is already practically mesmerised 

Mr. PRE8IDEMT: 1 am wide awake, Nawab Sahib. 
(Laughter.) 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That is a compliment to 
me, Sir. 

Nawab MUBHARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: I think some 
time should pass before the House is prepared to understand the other 
points o! view of this question. I hold property directly under Gov- 
ernment as a khas mahal tenant; I also hold property under zemiii^ 
dars as well. So, if I would give you my own opinion as a tenant 
both under the Government as well as the zemindars, I believe 1 
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d Bot be mismidentood* As far as I know, in GoTemmeni ithoi 
nl/^aU in ibe district of Jalpaigori they are assessing tbe tenants 
at tbe rate of Bs. 4 per acre, and tbe middleman, tbe jatedar^ is to 
get just one-tbird profit. But 1 can tell tbe House that tbe crop that 
a poor tenant actually grows from> say> one lial of land consisting of 
5 bigbas is not more than 45 maunds of paddy. So from 5 bigbas 
excluding tbe homestead land a poor oultivator cannot grow more 
than 45 maunds of paddy, and I challenge my friends here to con- 
tradict this statement of mine. The crop that they grow from one 
hdl of land is nowadays worth only Us. 45. They cannot grow jute 
on their land, because nothing can be grown, except what they 
could grow in the rainy season. Even sugarcane cannot be grown, 
because that also requires some water, and in the first few months 
of the year there is hardly any rainfall in that part of the country. 
If anybody cares to look at the statistics of rainfall in that area in 
the first five months of the year, that is from January to May, he 
will be startled to see that there is practically no rainfall there. You 
will find from to-day’s “Statesman” that in the district of Jalpaiguri 
we have got just *2 inch rain, whilst in Burdwan there have been 2 
inches of rain. That is the position and you cannot grow there any- 
thing at this time of the year. They cannot grow anything but 
paddy, and that they can grow not more than 45 maunds. There you 
have charged Rs. 20 per Iwl, Do you want to reduce it? I ask 
my friends, who are fortunate to live in areas which are not directly 
under Government, if they want to have the official control — the 
officials who published a report that they did not care for the opinion 
of the people and insisted upon realising their enhanced rent from 
the people, although they had not got any money. I ask my friends 
— Do they want to convert themselves to that position P My friends 
do not understand how the people, who live in that God-forsaken 
place, suffer. So, from their point of view it would be absolutely 
unwise to allow the people to be directly under the oppression of the 
Government and to take away the zemindar$ who are actually distri- 
buting a part of their income which could otherwise have been 
utilised for their own purpose. That being the position, I ask my 
friends to consider whether they would be prepared to come under the 
rule of those officials who are so very shameless that they do not care 
for the public opinion at all. They admit that the people are unable 
to pay and have got no resources from which to 'make the payment, 
but still they insist on having enhancement of rent. That being the 
position, do my friends want to redi^ce them to that state of affair? 
As a tenant holding interest under the Qoyemment, 1 should say 
that if you would instal in place of the zcTnindari these officials who 
have ample power, they would put all sorts of trouble in your way 
just for their own end. That being the other aspect of the case, I 
^hnik if my friend Maulvi Tamizuddin £han knew the position of tbe 
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hhas mahal tenants^ he would not have coxae' forward with a piopoedl 
Uke this. Af regards the income of the ^present Government, it ia 
probable that my friend Maulyi Tamiznddin Khan does not know 
that the revenues of Bengal do not come from one source alone. He 
ought to know that three-fourths of the income of Bengal are derived 
on account of the prosperity of the people. Take the case of excise. 
In order to afford to have that luxury, people must pay. Then take 
the case of registration. Persons making purchases have got to pay. 
Theu the court-fees: Here also if you are more affluent, you vill 
pay more in court-fees and stamps. As my friend Sir John Woodhead 
very pertinently said the other day, our revenue really depended upon 
the prosperity of the people. So, if you think that by abolishing the 
system of permanent settlement you will be able to replenish the 
treasury, I believe you are wTong, because the moment you do away 
with the permanent settlement, your cost of collection will be added 
to the cost of general administration. It will be an epormous 
amount, say another two crores, which you w'ill hare to add to the 
cost of general administration at the rate of lo per cent, which is 
actually being incurred by Government at present for collection of 
rent in the estates under tlie Court of Wards. At present the 13 
crores which is the rent of the Tvhole of Bengal is shared not only by 
the zemindars but by the intermediaries between the zewindars and 
the people. I do not think that my friend, Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan 
really thought of this point. These are the points which ought to 
have at once struck the imagination of my friend before he would 
think of surrendering the people to the control of the officials from 
the control of the zemindars who are now actually keeping them 
free and contented. That is my opinion as a tenant, and I want to 
record that opinion with all the emphasis that I can command. I 
know my friend, Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee, will laugh at this and that 
he would like to examine this question from another point of view. 
Well, Sir, I can only ask him to go to Jalpaiguri and actually enquire 
into the allegations that 1 have made as to whether the rent proposed 
]« really reasonable and fair and then come back and give his fair 
judgment. So, that is the position. Sir, which I would ask him to 
•ee with his own eyes. As regards Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, if he 
would be kind enough to look round the Muhammadan tenants in the 
district of Jalpaiguri and enquire from them how they are faring now 
at the hands of Government officials, then 1 have no doubt that he 
would come back w'ith a better frame of mind and would speak 
exactly to the same tune with me and agree with me — the right man 
^at he is — that the equilibrium of the country should not be dis- 
turbed and that the people should be kept in peace and contentment. 

Rl^i Bahoiliir BHUPENDRA NARAYAN UNHA, gf NaNilpitri 

Sir, my friend Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, in opening his speech, s(i4 
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thl^ tli® (Jovemments of Xadras and Bombay hare a land*revanue ^ 
inooflie of about 7 and 5 crores respectively, whereas in ^ngal it ia 
B»» 8,60,00,000. I am sorry, Sir, he has considered this question from 
only one point and has neglected to consider it from other aspects. It 
is known to this House that Bengal has the smallest area of the thrUe 
presidencies, whereas Madras and Bombay have very large areas; and 
when compared with that of Bengal their respective areas would be a 
little less than double of Bengal. In calculating the profits derived ^ 
from land-revenue, i,e., the income from agriculture, the area is the 
greatest factor; so the area should be the main factor in considering 
the income from land-revenue. (Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan: And 
not fertility?) Fertility is, of course, one of the factors, but the area 
should not be left out of account ; he 1ms ignored the question of area 
altogether. Area is the cliief factor. Under section 29 of Bengal 
Tenancy Act where the area of a holding is formed by measurement 
greater than what it was originally^ the tenant is bound to pay rent at 
the same rate — the existing rate for the additional area — but if the 
fertility is increased tlie rent can’t be enhanced by more than 2 as. in 
a rupee and that is once in 15 years and that with great difficulty, how- 
soever the fertility be increased. From this one (an understand how 
area has a direct value in connection with the income from agricultural 
service. 

Secondly, he has also ignored^ Ae question of expenditure. If yon 
look at this question, you will find that in Ihimhay and Madras ther 
expenditure is about 40 per cent, of the collections or even more than 
that. So, what comes to he the net result? The net result, even 
calculating the net profits, will be a sum le.ss than that of Bengal. In 
Bengal the Government have not to hear any cost for management 
or for collectum of rents or anything like that. Kverything is left ta 
the zemtTuinr^ and it is the zemiiular who has to bear the expenses of 
the collection to pay laud-revenue to Government. In Madras, for 
example, in case of raiyatwari lands, so far as I remember, the collec- 
tion chorge is very very high, and it sometimes goes up as high as 60 
per cent, of the income. Moreover, there are other charges, for 
example, litigation charges, cost of rent suits, etc., which the zvnundaT 
in Bengal has to bear in the course of business transactions for tbo 
purpose of cx>llecting the rents. If these estates are transferred to 
Government, Government will have to bear these costs; so this factor 
must be considered when the income is calculated. 

In moving this motion Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan has made a few 
proposals so as to show bow the income of the province can be raised. His 
first proposal is that Govsmment should purchase the estates. I do 
not knoir, Sir, whether in that case he is agreeable that the fixity of 
the tenant’s rent should also go along with the permanent settlement. 
The tenants now enjoy fixity of rent because there is this permanent 
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, aettlement, and if Manlri Tamizuddin Khan’s plan is that Government 
should purchase the estates along with it the permanent settlement will 
go away, and then he should be prepared for the non-fixity of the 
tenants’ rent. Otherwise, I do not think his proposal is an honest one. 
II may be considered and will be worthy of consideration if he openly 
agrees to this state of affairs as I hare mentioned. Only purchasing 
the zeimndary right giving an allowance of 5 per cent, income to 
zemindar will not enhance the ^income. To raise the income Govern- 
ment should be ready with money for purchasing all the sub-interests 
existing between zevundao'g and the tenants. Then by statute %he 
permanency — fixity of rents of occupancy holders — should be done with. 
It is then only there is some chance of enhancing the revenue of the 
province and not otherwise. He further says that by virtue of the perma- 
nent settlement in this country the landlords, as a class, have profited 
much; but at the same time he has pointed out that according to the 
report of the land-revenue administration about more than a thousand 
estates had been sold and out of this only 200 had been purchased by 
Government last year. But why is it so, Sir? If it be profitable, then 
why have the Government not purchased more of the estates? On the 
contrary, the very fat^t that Government have not purchased more than 
200 estates shows that it is not a profitable business. On the other 
hand Government have re-settled those very estates which they had 
purchased, instead of making them Wms, These two factors will surely 
convince the House that it is not worth while at the present moment 
to keep these estates in khas and to manage them because the cost of 
management and other charges are very high. 

My friend Mr. J. L. Banerji has proceeded further : He has said 
that Government should not pay any compensation at all to the 
zemindiirs whose lands they take over, because he is sure that in ten 
years’ time all these estates will after all be sold up at revenue sales, 
and Government need not have anything to pay. But, Sir, in the same 
breath he also said that landlords have made much profit by this 
revenue system, although earlier he had said that as landlords cannot 
make any profit, therefore, their estates would be sold up very soon. I, 
Sir, cannot find any cogency in his arguments, because he blows hot 
and cold with the same breath, vis., that the retninJori cannot make 
any profits and therefore their estates will ultimately have to be sold 
up, and then again, that they make much profit because of the perma- 
nent settlement. The House can understand the value of his argument. 
All that the House does realise is that he can speak very eloquently, 
very swiftly but with no argument to back his eloquence. I do not know, 
Sir, if he, as a representative of the tenants, has ever gone into their 
hearts for their wellare. 

Sir, my friend Maulvi Abdul Hamid Sbab has pictured the rjghi 
aspect of the question. If the permanent settlement goes, then the 
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fixN^ of rent also goes, and the tenants will not be in a better position 
than now. Perhaps they will have to suffer more than they are suffer* 
ing now at the hands of the new-comers. 

. Nawab Musharruf Hosain has already said the same thing, because 
he knows himself, being a tenant both under a landlord and under the 
Government, he knows the actual state of affairs of the tenants, and I 
think, Sir, persons who know the real position of the tenants cannot but 
say that the doing away with the permanent settlement will be a great 
wrong to the province. 

There is another' question, Sir, which Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan has 
raised, viz., that the Madras Government has remitted a sum of Rs. 70 
lakhs on account of the prevalent economic distress. Ijet us go into 
the question of income, Sir. It comes to this; 7 crores, vnnus 70 
lakhs, minus other costs, and how much it would come toP I can assure 
the House that it would not be a profitable proposition for the Govern- 
ment to take over the estates. Whereas owing to the existence of the 
permanent settlement, there will be no occasion for Government to 
remit a portion of the income from land revenue owing U) distress. This 
income remains the same — however unfavourable the circumstances 
may appear. There is no liaza or sukJia. No question of remission 
can arise. This is another lx)on of the Permanent Settlement. 

It has been said, Sir, that the total estimate of land-revenue in 
Bengal is Rs. 12 crores, and out of this Rs. .3^ crores is paid as revenue 
to Government. The House, generally, 1 mean those of its members 
who generally do not go deeply into these questions are apt to think 
that the surplus of Rs. 8 or 9 crores is enjoyed by the landlords, but 
that is not the case. There are the tenure-holders, the sub-tenure- 
holders, the tenants* and all sorts of intermediaries. From the last 
Land Revenue Administration Report it appears that there are 101,800 
Revenue-paying Estates and the total number of land-holding units in 
Bengal is 61,48,709, This, if we assume that there are two persons for 
every revenue-paying estate and for every tenure, though as a matter 
of fact we find there are several co-sharer landlords, to the extent of 
100 in some cases, it will come to 1,25,33,418 persons. There are rent- 
free holdings whose valuation has also been added to this gross rental. 
Their number is about 22,000 and the total cess paid by them is about 
one crore. Thus, if we take 2 persons for each rent-free holding, the 
total number will come up to 44,000 persons and the valuation is about 
4 crores. Thus 5 crores of rupees are enjoyed by 12,489,418 persons. 
Thus their income is Rs. 4 to Rs. 5 per year. This is a matter of 
calculation. No question of theory will do. As the Nawab Sahib has 
said, the landlord, 1 mean the real person who pays the land-revenue 
demand, gets only a paltry sum out of hi4 estate. The whole profit is 
divided between the tenure-holders, tenants, cultivators, and all sorts 
of people, including the lawyers also to a certain extent, as they come 
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in m connection with litigration. So, it is a wrong theory to believe 
that the landlords are enjoying a great boon in the shape of thit 
Permanent Settlement and that they are making huge profits out of 
this system. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose the motion. 

Rai BahaAir 8ATYA KINKAR SAHARA; Mr. President, Sir, 
when I went through this amendment tabled by my friend, Maulvi 
Tamizuddin Khan, I thought that the Maulvi Sahib had touched the 
alchemy or the touch-stone or for increasing the income of 

tie Land Revenue Department. Sir, after hearing his speech and 
the speech of Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah — and especially that of 
Professor Bannerjee — I think that the enthusiasm that was surging 
in me for the support of this amendment has now not a drop left. 
Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, who has moved this motion, has asserted 
that the deplorable “economical” condition of this province is due not 
so much to the Meston Award as to the permanent settlement. I could 
not understand, Sir, what he meant the words “deplorable 
economical condition” — whether that condition related to the pro- 
vincial revenue or to the deplorable condition of the people of this 
province. If it be the deplorable condition of the provincial revenue, 
I think the Maulvi Sahib was not very right in his assertion, because 
Bengal, burdened as it is with this cursed permanent settlement, was 
in a very good economic condition before the Meston Award came over 
it. § 0 , Sir, the permanent settlement cannot be the cause of the 
deplorable condition of the provinidal revenue. If it be the deplorable 
condition of the people of this province, the permanent settlement has 
been in the country for alwut 150 years and all .statistics go to show 
that the people of Bengal were happier and in a better economic condi- 
tion than the people of Bihar and Orissa and other provinces, the 
permanent settlement notwithstanding. I think, therefore, that the 
poverty of Bengal is due to another cause, and that is the inordinate 
indolence of the people of this province. We know that Bengal pro- 
duces wealth about 250 crores from agriculture. But about 150 crorea 
of that wealth are taken away by traders from other parts of India 
or from other parts of the world. If the sons of Bengal could keep 
to themselves even half of that wealth that are thus taken away by 
non-provincial traders, I think the deplorable economic condition of 
the people, which the Maulvi Sahib lamented, would not have been 
there. 

Then, Sir, Professor Bannerjee thundered out that the permanent 
sefttlement was the cause of all our evils and that the only panacea of 
our evils is the removal of the permanent settlement. But, Sir, how 
the removal of the permanent settlement will help the people of ^hia 
country 1 cannot understand. We know that even in Government 
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the^ tenants and the trouble is that the large margin of profit whicli> 
is ad/W made by the zornindars' neiiher finds its way into the Oovem-- 
mefti Treasury nor is it used for the benefit of the tenants. The* 
zemindars enjoy this huge unearned profit without any corresponding 
benefit resulting to the people at large. My friend Maulvi Abduli 
Hamid Shah has referred to the fact that the tenants of Bengal are* 
neither enthusiastic about unsettling the Permanent Settlement nor do* 
they think that their conditions will improve by its abolition so far as* 
incidence of their rent is concerned. But I do not think he meant to* 
say that if the unearned income instead of finding its way into the 
pockets of the zemindars did find its way into the Government Treasury 
that money would not come back to the people in the shape of much- 
needed services and thereby the tenants would not be benefited. There- 
fore, Sir, when Maulvi Tainizuddin Khan has raised this all-importani 
question Government should seriously think whether the time has not 
come when the Permanent Settlement should be done aatiy with. The* 
question is certainly one which is Iwund to grow in urgency and* 
importance as days pass and must be faced before long. Bengal is 
suffering from a deficit budget for quite a number of years and when* 
this deficit budget will disappear no one can foretell. Maulvi Tamil-- 
uddin Khan in his anxiety said that we should not pin our faith simply 
to the modification of the Meston Award, but we should also think of 
expanding our land revenue which is our main source of revenue. 
Land revenue is one of the main sources of revenue in other provinces- 
of India; it is a source which yields e far larger amount of money in* 
other provinces than we can claim with a larger population. Why 
should Bengal be deprived of this income. I freely f^nfess that it may 
be regarded as a stroke of temerity on the part of Maulvi Teiniiuddim 
Khan to bring forward such o motion in this House considering the fact 
that the zemindar of Bengal now finds himself in a more entrenched' 
position than he was before. The recent Government of India Act as 
pointed out by Mr. J. L. Bannerjee has made the permanent settlement 
more permanent. There was a feverish agitation carried on by the- 
Bengal zemindars in order to have some safeguards for their privileged' 
position recorded in the new Government of India Act. Why was this 
nervous anxiety displayed by the Bengal zemindars? Why did the 
zemindars want this system buttressed by an assurance of the British 
Parliament if it was not as its opponents make it out to beP If they 
thought that this system could stand on its merits why should the* 
zemindars carry their agitation into the heart of England to have^is* 
privilege safeguards^ afresh in unmistakeable words in the Government 
of India Act? If the system has been a source of benefit to the people* 
at large wby should not the zemindars trust to the good sense of the 
people to retain it as a blessing as a permanent measuref It is because^ 
I think, they have an uneasy conscience in this matter and because 
th^ fed that the system cannot be defended on its merits that they hatO' 
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displayed such nervous anxiety and activity. They must have 
tkat if an impartial scrutiny were made of hs results the system would 
be condemned. A powerful agitation was thus started and they may 
well congratulate themselves in having succeeded in having the safe- 
^ards recorded in the new Government of India Act. I may refer in 
passing to the weighty pronouncement made the other day by the Gov- 
ernor of Benpl at the St. Andrews Day Dinner. His Excellency, if I 
remember aright, spoke to the effect that the system of permanent 
settlement had struck such deep roots in Bengal, and its ramifications 
* had become so diverse that to seek to uproot it was an exceedingly 
difficult problem and it was open to question whether it was a practical 
proposition. That is a weighty pronouncement and that is one reason 
why I say that it is a stroke of temerity on the part of Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan to bring forward this motion. So far as Bengal’s revenue is 
concerned we have a feeling of despondency as regards its expansion. If 
the land revenue of Bengal is going to remain in the present state of 
stagnation and if it cannot be expected to yield more than it does at 
present then the pro.spect before us is a bleak one indeed. If the so- 
called permanent settlement is not unsettled then Bengal is not going 
to be a flourishing and progressive province. 


One argument that has been used by the Raja Bahadur of Nashipur 
■^k my breath away. I do not know on what authority his argument 
Is based. I do not know what figure he has got in saying that the 
large expenditure involved in the collection of land revenue in Madras 
and Bombay is an argument against the system prevailing there. 
1 do not know what figure he has to support his contention. But so far 
as Madras expenditure under land revenue is concerned it does not 
exceed Rs. 19-65 lakhs against an income of about 7 crores and so far 
as ^mbay is concerned the expenditure does not exceed Rs. 23 lakhs as 
against an income of about Rs. 6 crores. I do not know on ivhat figure 
the Raja Bahadur of Nashipur based "his argument that as the cost of 
collectioa was about half of the income, so it is not worth while to 
have recourse to the system of land revenue prevailing in Madras and 
Bombay. I think he is entirely wrong. My idea is that although the 
people may not have their rents reduced the increased income instead 
of going to the landlords would go into the Government treasury and 
that money would be available ^for expenditM for the good of the 
pe^e. It is a question which does require very serious 
although I see no immediate chance of its being taken up. 'We feel 
that this permanent settlement should not be allowpdilo continue and 
we should go on agitating till the grievanoeref the^pla are removed 
and the people get more benefit from the land revenue than they aia 
^ing at prewnf. I do support the underlying ideq in Mr. Tamixuddia 
Khan’s motion and oppose those who say that the permanent aeftle- 
imant is nothing hut a source of blessing which has been omiferiod vpen 
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thA gantry. As a matter of fact it has proved to be a source of eud- 
leal n^schief. With these words, Sir, I suj^rt Mr. Tamiiuddiii 
KhaH’s motion. 


Muulvi SYED MAJID BAKSHs I was not so fortunate as many of 
my friends in listening to the speeches that were made in this connec- 
tion, but reading the cut motion as I do I find that the intention is 
rather to point to the possibility of increased income that is to be derived 
from land revenue. I agree with my friend who said that the perma- 
nent settlement has done more to impoverish the public treasury than^ 
any other measure. If this measure had not been in existence as it is 
not in other provinces, I think the revenue would go up by leaps and 
bounds and instead of a deficit budget we should find a surplus budget 
with a large amount of resources to handle the nation-building depart- 
ments. If my friends bn the Treasury bench say that this thing has 
become sacrosanct and that it cannot be touched even with a pair of 
tongs and that the present Government of India Act, so to say, has made 
it more sacrosanct and that the chances of touching it in any shape or 
form are as remote as ever, then I would suggest that they should devise 
other means by which the income of the treasury can be augmented. 
From 1793 up to the present time Government is never weary of sa>ing 
that the permanent settlement is unchangeable in character, but we 
find that with the int|oduction of the Cess Act the income of the 
zemindar isTtouched and another rule was introduced by whieli in spite 
of their saying that the permanent settlement was inviolable, they have 
really levied a further tax on the income of their pt’ 0 ]>erty. 1 do not 
think Government having adopted that method should stop at that. 
Just as in the case of unearned income in this country and in other 
eountrict there should be a death duty levied in the case of money which 
isunhe^jited by the heirs. I think Government should make an enact- 
ment by which the- income of tl^c landlords may be taxed to a certain 
extent when property goes from father to sou, so that it may give a good 
fillip to the public treasury which is already denuded of its funds. I 
make this suggestion seriously and ask the Hon’ble Member to consider, 
in view of the difficulties which he is encountering in preparing the 
budgit an(|^the fact that we haye^not such elastic sources of revenu^i os 
other provinces or even the Central Government, namely, income-tax, 
customs duties and o^ta, whether this Government should not try to 
find ovt means which are moos or less elastic by which taxation ma^ be 
imposed in order to meet the budget? This I think would be the least 
objectionably of courses that Government could adopt. Leaving 
aside the oontrovorsy whibh has been raised by some of the fiiembers that 
the pormanent settlement Ihould be abolished, we mu|jt remember that 
the permanent settlement was introduced at a tme when the revenue was 
noiobeing paid on iM^count of the unsettled condition in the country. 

Another feature has now presented itself in the budget. Government 
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should now consider whether the method which was adopted as a method 
of compromise between non-realisation and realisation that method 
being absolutely out of time now and being no longer needed snould 
be abolished altogether. Even conceding that this extreme point of 
yiew is not palatable to my friends — the landlords and zeminda^i — ^those 
landlords know that what I have suggested can be accepted by Govern- 
ment. Government might levy a tax on the income when an estate 
passes from one person to his heir. I think the income of the landlord 
excluding land revenue will be about Rs. 10 or 12 crores, and if death 
duty of 3 or 4 pef cent., which is not much, is levied, Government will 
derive an income of Rs. 30 or 40 lakhs. And this could very well and 
would very probably be applied to the nation-building departments 
which are clamouring for money. This is a modest demand of mine, 
and in spite of views to the contrary* this modest demand should be 
acceded to by Government^ because they are not having a luxury budget, 
but a budget which to say the least q:[ it is absolutely unworkable. 
Expenditure is mounting up year by year undOr the^^ead ‘Tolice’^ 
Every year it is greater than the preceding year, While the expenditure 
on other heads is not inflated. The main source of. revenue on which 
Government now depends is the same as it was years ago, namely^ 
excise, and unless there are other sources of revenue whwm are based 
on the virtues of the people, but not upon their vices, and since the other 
sources of revenue depend more or less upon th% economic^ condition of 
the people and not upon the thrift of the people but upon their spend- 
thriftness, I make the suggestion and if this is accepted, it would 
provide a source of income to the Government of the future. 

Babll KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI; Sir, I am extremely sorry 
that some of my friends are so very anxious to see that the parmail^nt 
settlement is done away with. I really fail to understand the remedy 
suggested by them. If Government have to purchase the properties, 
interest will have to be paid on the purchase money, and that wiH not 
be a very smeR^^ount. Some of my friends have said that the perma- 
nent settlement was a mistake and, therefore, it should be done away 
wiih. I am not at all convinced hovrit was a mista^. Th^ permanent 
settlement was granted when the Government began with an efl tp iy 
treasury, and it was thought abaolutely necessary that the regular pay- 
ment of revenue should be ensured. As has been pointed out hy Mr. 
Sarat Kumar Ro^, only 10 per cent, of the revenue was allowed as coUio- 
tion chargei|, and it was not a very big sum. H was nUt sten sufficient 
to cover the necessary ^expenses for realiiuition or fof malblng improve- 
ments in the p»operty. ^ W e Wnow in somS cases, at least in the case 
of the Natore Raj, thafRaja Ram Krishna could not pay the revenue, 
and a large profitable property was sold away as a result of his inatillty 
to pay. At present the persons v^o are enjoying the benefit fd %» 
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{MUnnanent settlement are not the persons who originally took the 
aeillement. They had to spend a lot of money, #hioh they could earn 
bjrjpii sweat of their brow, in purchasing a permanently-settled estate, 
ana why should thej' be deprived of it now? If that is to be done, then 
nationalisation of wealth would be the proi>er remedy. If spoliation 
be the* proper remedy, then let the properties of all, the zcmitidurst the 
mahajanSf the pleaders and other big persons, be nationalised, and let 
there be a national fund deposited in the public treasury to be spent on 
national causes. Then there is another absurdity of the proposal. If 
the purchase of the properties, as suggested by the mover of the motion, 
is to be -accomplished for the purpose of having an increased revenue, 
then you^will have to act upon the Meston Award and the jute duty as 
well as <the slapipf du^ty would be taken away. You will probably 
ren|em\)er, Sir, the assurance that was given by the head of the Bengal 
Government, who is at present the Secretary of State for India, when 
three tax^s were •iioposld in 11)22-23. ^^e were assured that since 

'Bengal had been very badly treated, as soon as the jute duty was 
secured, the proccljida Jpf those taxes would be set apart for the nation- 
buildkig departments. Sir, it has been amply proved that the Meston 
•Award 'was a misytakA, but if we are to act upon that Award, then where 
is'* the certainty that the increased revenue would be placed at our 
disposal? That is an absurdity. Sir, it is very unjust to say that the 
Bengal zemin<lars have done nothing for the people. I believe that 
the persons who make that sort of allegation are not conversant with 
the real state of affairs in the country. You yourself know, Sir, what 
you have to do for yo\ir tenants, for your neighbours and for those 
persons who depend upon you. We know that Rajshahi has been made 
what it is now purely by the munificence of the Rajshahi zevunilarg; 
the Dighapatia family and the Putia Maharani contributed very largely 
to the growth of the district. Similar things have been done by the 
zemindars everywhere in the province. Take, for instance, education. 
What a large contribution was made by them towards education. 
Everybody knows what a large amount was spent by the late Materaja 
of Cossimbasar towards the educational cause and other things by Which 
the people were largely benefited. (A voice: Also the swindlers.) I 
do not know whether it is his ig;norance of the fact which prompts my 
fli'iuede to eay that he was swindled, but from what I know I think the 
late Maharaja was heavily indebted only by spending a good deal for 
the benefit of others and not being really swindled by some scheming 
fellows. What I was going to submit was that it i^ absolutely absurd 
io suggest that that dftss of persons are the creatures of Government, 
that they ^ nothing and that they have been unjustly paid for what- 
ever services they might have rendered I hsr# not been told how by 
the 10 per cent, margin they were made to.'j|noreaBe^fhier wealth and 
inf^e. It might be argued in a similar way that the mahajan class by 
lending money at high rates of interest have grown very rich, time there 



INDEX. 


yM. XLVIIL] 



In l^e house of Babu Rabindra Nath 
Pbandra at Amurshi in Midnapore: 
(Q.) pp. 564-566. 

8MI, Rai Batiacliir Aktitoy Kumar 

Jute weav'iing demonstration parties : 
(Q.) p. 339. 

Pottery demonstration party ; (Q.) p. 
340. 

Steamer station Hunia in Faridpur: 
(Q.) p. 443. 

Sen, Ral Bahaitur Jogeth Chandra 

Demands for grants. Excise; p. 95. 
Demands for grants. Forts and Pilot- 
age : pp. 363-365. 

Hindu Satkar Samity and unclaimed 
dead bodies of Hindus: (Q ) pp. 169- 

• • 160. 

Water-liyacintb : (Q.) p. 617. 

Sen Gupta, Dr. Nareeh Chandra 

Agricultural Clicirftst ; (Q.) p. 609. 
Badshahi Hoad: (Q.) p. 622. 

Bengal Lo<al Self-(iovernment (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1935: pp, G37-6;18. 
Congress jul)ilee celebration at Maiiik- 
ganj : (Q.) pp. 583-584. 

CJongrcss workers at Bonkburi in 
Manikganj ; (Q.) pp. 582-583. 
Demands for grants. Land Revenue : 
pp. 59-61. 

Demands for grants. Agriculture; pp. 
482-485, 489-492. 

Demands for grants. Civil Works : pp. 
534-535. 

Demands for grants. Education 
(Transferred) : pp. 383-385. 

Demands for grants. Excise: pp. 95- 
96. 

^B^mands for grants. General Admin- 
istration: pp. 185, 187. 

Demands for grants. Police— Superin- 
tendence: pp. 359^360. 

Demands for grants. Registration : pp. 
131-132. 


rdi 

Ben Qupta^ Or. Naretli CtiaiNln 

Demands for grants. Stamps: pp. 97- 
99.* 

Improvement in agriculture: (Q.) pp. 
600-601. 

Improvement of cattle: (Q.) p. 602. 

Jurisdiction of mnnMfit 'ui Mymensingh: 
(Q ) pp. 590-591. 

Rural development: (Q.) p. 295. 

Sericulture 

Deputy Director of: (Q.) p. 691. 

Settlement of lands 

Acquired for district partition of 
Mymensingh : (Q.) j»p. 627-628. 

Shah, Maulvl Abdul Hamid 

Civil Courts, Bakargnnj : (Q.) p. 627. 

Demands for grants. Police: pp. 842- 

3 ^ 13 . 

Ministerial officers of Civil Courts, 
Bakarganj: (Q.) p. 627. 

Shahabuddln, the Hon*ble Mr. Khwaja 

Dc‘mands for grants. 8 — Forest, 8A — 
Forest — Ca])ital outlay charged to 
r4’V<*iiuo, and 52.'\ — Forest — C^apital 
outlay not charged to revenue: pp. 
Ml, 115, 118. 

Demands for grants. Irrigation : pp. 
140-147, 148-149, 163-166. 

Rural development: (Q.) pp. 295-298. 

Si I iguri- Darjeeling Motor Service { (Q.) 

pp. 28-29. 

Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath 

Demands for grants. General Admin- 
istration : pp. 204-207, 209. 

Demands for grants. Police — Superin- 
tendence: pp. *358-369. 

Recruitment of backward classes in 
North Bengal as Sub-Inspectors of 
Excise: (Q.) p. 842. 

Scholarships for backward classes: (Q.) 
pp. 580-661. 


DEMAND FOE GEAKT. 


[13th Mae., 


is no justification fpr charging such a high rate of interest and that 
their money should be taken away for the benefit of the people. These 
are absurd proposals. I have not heard anything how the people would 
be benefited even if there is any real increase in revenue and how that 
money could be forthcoming without borrowing heavily and paying a 
large amount of interest to purchase the permanently-settled estates. 
It is unjust to say that all the misfortune we are sufiering from is due 
to the existence of that class; there is no justification for saying so. 
My friend, Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee says that in no time the zemidars 
will die an unnatural death. I cannot understand it. Those who are 
spendthrifts die an unnatural death, but this is not appKcable to our 
zernindan who are still doing many good things for the benefit oi the 
people. So, there is no reason why one class of persons should be 
deprived of their wealth which they have secured by dint of their lal)our 
during the last 150 years and that money should Be brought to the 
public treasury to be taken away by the Imperial ‘Government under 
the plea of the Meston Award. The real difficulty lies with the Govern- 
ment in its inability to govern the country p^op^f^ly. It is a condemna- 
tion which goes against the Government. What has Government done 
during these 150 years? Tax after tax has been imposed, l)ut no benefit 
whatsoever has been done to the people. W'e have got a spendthrift 
Government, and all the resources of the province are taken away by 
the Imperial Government under the Meston Award and nothing could 
be done for our benefit. Even if we ask for a few hundreds, we are told 
that there is no money. So, if you increase your revenue by the spolia- 
tion now proposed, I have no doubt that it would be taken away under 
the same Meston Award, and whether we cry hoarse upon our require- 
ments, tliat would have no consideration. I fail to understand how the 
people will be benefited by applying this act of spoliation against the 
wealthy class. The people have no control over the executive. It is 
wrong to sugge.st that the people should be benefited by ruining the 
zemindars. I am sorry that a proposition like tliis has been brought 
before the House, which would only divide the people on grounds of 
oommunalism and would not do anything of real benefit to the people. 

TN Hon’blt Sir BROJENDRA lAl MITTER; Sir, this two hours’ 
debate has been very bewildering to me. The motion is that the 
demand under “Charges of administration—* Land acquisition establish- 
ment” be reduced by Rs. 100 (possibilities of increased income in the 
Li«d Revenue Department). The debate has gone largely upon the 
merits or demerits of the permanent settlement and whether the perma- 
nent settlement should or should not be done away with. Sir, I should 
have thought that on a cut motion like this members would address 
themselves to a criticism of the administration of this particular deyrt- 
meni on the basis of the existing .law. But, Sir, what We have heard 




# Mmi INDEX. 


Slfiili tiMi Sir SrattS 

Appointment of DUtrict Engineer of 
Pabna District Board: (Q.j rt>, 550- 
558. 

Apprehended scarcity of water in 
Bankura : (Q.) pp. 442-443. 

Demaiids for grants. Civil Works: pp. 
635, 638. 

Demands for grants. Excise: pp. TO- 
TS, T6-TT, T9-81, 89-90, 92-93, 96-9T. 

Demands for grants. Medical : pp. 426- 
430, 486-43T, 454-466. 

Demands for grants. Public Health: 
pp. 466-460, 462-404, 468-4T0. 

Disease jhinjhinia: (Q.) p. 604. 

District Board Cliairmanship of Dacca: 
(Q.) pp. 696-69T. 

Ferries in the district of Malda, Mur- 
shidabad and Rajshahi : (Q.) p. 585. 

Hindu Batkar Samity and unclaimed 
dead bodies of Hindus : (Q.) pp. 160- 
161. 

Howrah Bridge Hoad Approach Im- 
provement Scheme: (Q.) p. 28. 

Issue of letters by Subdivisional Officer, 
Narail, to Presidents of Union Boards : 
(Q.) p. 598. 

Malaria in Jossore: (Q.) p. 596. 
Murshidabad Municipality: (Q.) p. 598. 
Old Benares Road: (Q.) pp. 19-20. 

Petty officers in the Excise and Salt 
Department at Chittagong: (Q.) 

p. 111. 

Recruitment of backward classes in 
North Bengal as Sub-Inspectors of 
Excise: (Q.) p. 342. 

Reservation of seats for minority com- 
munity in Local Boards of Bogra: 
(Q.) p. 248. 

Vending excise shops: (Q.) p. 24. 
Vending of liquor shops: (Q.) p. 498. 

Slnlia, Raja Bahadtir Bhupaniira 
Narayan, of Nathiplir 

Demand for grant. Land Revenue: 
(Q.) pp. 18-19, 40-44. 

Demandi for grants. Land Revenue: 

pp. 68^. 


// 

[VoL. XLVIII. 

tiiilia, Raja Bakajar Biit^iBira 
Narayan, af Natftipar ^ 

Demands for grants. Police — Superin- 
tendence: p. 358. 

Demands for grants. Registration.: 
pp. 129-131, 133-134. 

Ferries. In the districts of Malda, 
Murshidabad and Rajshahi: (Q.) 
p. 585. 

Southern footpath of tho Howrah Bridga 

on the Howrah side 

Inconvenience of the pedestrians at 
the: (Q.) pp. 5T9-580. 

Steamer station Kunia in Faridpuri (Q.) 
p. 443. 

Steven, Mr. J. W. R. 

Khas mahal grant to Chittagong • 
•General Hospital: (Q.) p. 586. 

Stevens, Mr. H. S. E. 

Demands for grants. Civil Works: 
pp. 536-53T. 

Demands for grants. Irrigation: 
pp. 1T4-1T5, 1T8. 

Old Brahmaputra River: (Q.) p. 688. 

Stipends 

For the Muslim Female Training 
School in Calcutta: (Q.) pp. 446- 
446. 

Sub- Inspectors of Excise 

Recruitment of backward classes in 
North Bengal as: (Q.) p. 342, 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Demands for grants. General Admini- 
stration: pp. 199, 223-231, 233-234, • 
240 . 

Demands for grants. Medical: p. 434. 

Sundarhans 

Destruction of paddy by flood wa^ 
in: (Q.) pp. 439-440. 



iM.] DEMAND FOR GRANT. 68 

duxing the last two hours is not what the existing law is but what the 
law ought to be. Is that, Sir, a proper matter for a debate on a cut 
motion? I think it is not. We hare also heard in this connection 
frvm Maulvi Majid Baksh that death duties should be imposed. I fail 
to understand what possible relevance, a death duty has with the admi- 
nistration of the Land Revenue Department? 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: Increased incione. 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: That will come 
under stamp revenue and not land revenue. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: Well, Sir, the difference is only one 
between Tweedledum and Tweedledee. 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: Now, Sir Maulvi 
Tamizuddin Khan started by saying that he wanted to raise a debate 
on the possibility of increased land revenue and be made a suggestion. 
On that suggestion I shall have a few remarks to make. If his inten- 
tion was to censure the (roverninent on their administration of the Land 
Revenue Department, I have not heard any word of criticism on that 
point from him except tliat Government have not made sufficient remis- 
sions in these days of distress. But this was only incidentally men- 
tioned; it was not the main theme of his argument. His main theme 
was that Government should buy up the permanently-settled estates; 
that was his definite suggestion. I take it, Sir, that his idea was that 
if Government did buy the permanently-settled estates, land revenue 
would imj)rove. If so, has he given us any figures, Sir, to prove how 
land revenue would improve if Government bought up the permanently- 
settled estates? I shall give a simple illustration. An estate is 
permanently settled with a zcnurular, and at the lowest rung of the 
ladder is the cultivator who tills the land; but in between these there 
are the intermediaries — in some districts they may be five, and in some 
districts they may be twenty in number. If Government have to buy 
up any permanently-settled estate^ it won’t do for them to buy tip merely 
the zemindar's interest, because intermediate interests still remain. 
Therefore, what his intention was is that Government should buy all 
the interests above the actual cultivators and be face to face with the 
cultivators, and realize rents from the cultivators direct: that must be 
his meaning. If that be so, the Government will have to buy up not 
m^ly the interests of the zemindars but also those of the intermediate 
holders.' And what would be the cost of that? He suggested that 
Gbvemment should raise a loan for that purpose. I take it that he 
neuir suggested thftt Government should confiscate the properties or 
the interests ^ without paywg adequate compensation. If an adequate 
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compensatioii is to be paid, by raising la loan, GbTemment would bare 
to pay interest. Will not the profit which is now accruing to these 
intermediate holders and zemindars represent roughly, the amount of 
this interest? Being face to face with the cultirator, unless Govei4- 
ment increase the rent of the cultivators there is no increase in revenue. 
Now, let me give some hypothetical figures. Suppose, a tenant is 
paying^Bs. 100, and Government are getting only Es. 5 from the 
zemindar. Now, this Rs. 95 interests have to be bought up. Govern- 
ment will have to borrow the capitalized value of the Rs. 95. Rupees 
96 will go in paying the interest and sinking fund. Government then 
face the cultivator who pays Rs. 5, and unless the Rs. 5 is raised, how 
is the revenue to increase ? lam saying this for the purpose of shoaling 
that without working out figures this sort of airy suggestion leads 
nowhere, and I should have thought that this matter would be a proper 
subject for a resolution. If it were a resolution in which a recommenda- 
tion was made to Government to consider this matter, then Govern- 
ment could have dealt with the question. In the absence of figures, 
in the absence of any proof that by merely buying out permanently- 
settled estates Government’s revenues will improve is a mere opinion 
and I cannot accept it. Sir, the question bristles with difficulties. 
Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan in one part of his speech said that Govern- 
ment should buy these estates at revenue sales, and this suggestion 
may be of some practical value. But even then, at revenue sales you 
cannot annul permanent interests, such as the mokarari interests. If 
they remain, how do Government come to benefit by way of improved 
revenue P That was never explained. A mere suggestion was thrown 
out, and that suggestion was taken up by subsequent speakers. One 
of them indulged in his usual pastime of abusing the zemindars and 
another went to the length of discussing death duties, and so we rambled 
all over the field without coming to the crux of the thing, viz., the token 
cut in connection with the administration of the Land Revenue Depart- 
ment. The only relevant thing which has been mentioned in connection 
with this motion is that sufficient remissions have not been given to the 
tenants of Bengal at this time of distress. This matter, Sir, has been 
raised from time to time at question time, and the replies which I gave 
on those occasions, I may be permitted to repeat now. It is this, that it 
is true during these times of economic depression revised settlements 
have been made in certain districts, but at the same time it was also 
repeatedly declared in this House that though revised settlements 
would come into operation, individual cases of distress would be dealt 
with on their merits and they have always been so dealt with. Ify 
friend from Chittagong, by his persistence, succeeded in getting the 
revised settlement further revised in Chittagong. In other distxiota 
individual cases of distress have been sympathetically dealt ^wiGi. But 
here I am confronted with a vagie, general charge that Madras has 





1 7.r 




INDEX. [VoL. XLVni.l 

WMUliiatf, tile Heii'Mi Sir Mn 


WMShtaS, tlii ffen’Me Sir Mm 

Demands for grants. Superyanuation 
allowances and pensions, and com- 
muted value of pensions not charged 
to revenue: p. 543. 

Distribution of Rural Uplift Grant: 
(Q.) PPu 461-463. 

Electricity charges in Calcutta: (Q.) 
p. 629. 

Government servants and their private 
employment: (Q.) pp. 661-662. 

^Inconvenience of the pedestrians at the 
southern footpath of the Howrah 
Bridge on the Howrah Side: (Q.) 

p. 680. 

Joint Stock Banks in Pabna: (Q.) 
pp. 503-604. 

Lead poisoning in Presses: (Q.) pp. 669- 
660. 


Printing voters* list: (Q.) pp. 660-661. 

Purchase of Lino machines: (Q.^ 
p. 561. 

Rural Uplift Grant: (Q.) p. 629. 

Search in the house of Babu Rabindra 
Nath Chandra at Amurshi in Midna- 
pore: (Q.) p. 666. 

Steamer station Konia in Faridpur: 
(Q.) P. 443. 


Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

Demands for grants. Education 

(Reserved) : pp. 368-369, 371. 

Demands for grants. Education 

(Transferred) : pp. 386-390. 


f 





B. O. Pim»- 1SM-S7— SSSU— 66d, 


DEMAND ?0R GRANT, 


6A 


mdk large remissions in land rev«|iie whereas Bengal has done nothing 
of kind. We do not know the conditions in Madras; when the 
settlfment was made; or what was the incidence of such settlements, 
and so on. Without knowing these things, comparison of Bengal with 
Mldras and Bombay is valueless and embarrassing. Then, again, Sir, 
are these provinces, at all comparable, as Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan has 
done? In Bengal the zemiiular is the actual proprietor of the soil: in 
Bombay and Madras he is not. In Bomba}^ there is no zemindar in 
fact. So, you cannot compare province with province when conditions 
are different. It is difficult for me to meet the vague and general 
arguments which have been put forward in connection with the motion. 
I hope, Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan will see his way to withdraw his 
motion. 


The motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan was put and lost. 


Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,47,000 under the head “5 A — Charges of administration — Land 
acquisition establishment” be reduced by Rs. 100 (policy regarding the 
investment of lands acquired for district partition of Mymensingh). 

Sir, as Government are fully aware, some years back there was a 
proposal that the district of Mymensingh should be partitioned, but, 
afterwards, for some reasons or other that proposal was abandoned. But 
the lands that were acquired were not returned to their previous owners. 
On the other band, it is a fact that these lands are settled with other, 
persons every time for a certain period. I have particular knowledge 
about the lands acquired for the proposed headquarters of new district, 
Jamalpore. There, also, the lands that were acquired were not returned 
to the original owners; on the other hand, they are being similarly 
settled with other persons periodically every time. Sir, in my opinion, 
this sort of settling the lands with persons other than the previous 
owners is altogether unjust and unreasonable. It is only just and 
proper that the lands should be settled with the previous owners or 
their heirs if they are forthcoming and are willing to take over the lands 
on the same terms and conditions as are offered to the other parties. 
This is a very simple motion, and I do not like to waste the valuable 
time of this Council by a long speech. My sole intention is that Gov- 
ernment should take pity on the previous owners of the lands thus 
acquired, and 1 hope that these lands will be settled with the original 
owners or their heirs, if available. With these few words, I commend 
my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Tht Sir BROdBNpilA LAL MITTERi The Erst spe^er 

said that he did not know for what reason the scheme for the partition 
of the district was abandoned. This House is aware that this very 
Council did not vote the money for it. That was why the scheme 
ooiBd not he pit>ceeded with. 
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I understand, Sir, that steps i^e taken for the acquisition of 
land as far back as 1918 in connection with the partition scheme. 
In 1919 and 1920, the land acquisition proceedings were completed. 
In the budget estimate for the following year 1921-22, a sum of Rs. 6 
lakhs was provided for work in connection with \he partition, 
but as the Council did not vote for the provision, Government 
decided not to proceed with the scheme, and the scheme has 
not b^en revived. At that time, all the lands were left in the 
hands of Government. Then in 1922, orders were issued by 
Government to retain in the immediate possession of Govern- 
ment land for which there was a reasonable probability of its 
being required in the near future for other urgent schemes, to 
complete the arrangement of making over a portion of the 
land to the Kishoreganj Municipality permanently on payment of .cost 
price and rent and to let out the remainder on such terms of tem- 
porary occupation as would not interfere with its being avail- 
able at short notice. In the same year, the Collector of 
Mymensingh submitted certain proposals for the disposal of the land 
in accordance with the Government order stated just now and he was 
told that each individual proposal would be considered by the 
administrative department concerned on its own merit. The lands 
have, therefore, been disposed of in the manner just stated. 

Sir, as regards the policy of Government in the disposal of the 
lands, the standing instructions are that the lands should be first 
offered to the persons from whom they were acquired or to their 
heirs, if discovered. The standing instructions also provide that no 
elaborate enquiries are necessary to find out the original owners as 
that concession is made as an act of grace and as it is wholly within 
the pleasure of Government to grant or refuse it in any particular 
case. These are the standing instructions, and these have been 
followed in disposing of the lands acquired. Now, the first mover 
said that in many cases, the lands were not returned to the original 
owners or to their heirs. It is no question of returning these lands, 
because Government bought them out and out. The question is one 
of settling the lands with new people, and in such settlement, the 
original owners or their heirs have got the first right— that is the 
standing order, and no instance has been brought to the notice of 
Government in which the standing order has not been followed. I 
must say that it might happen that the heir of the original owner was 
not easily discovered, and, therefore, the land was settled with some- 
body else. But I am not aware of any case in which the standing 
instructions were not followed. Sir, I do not see any reason why 
Government should be censured. As regards the suggestion that the 
lands should be settled — and I take it that Mauivi Abdul Hftk iw 
meant this when he spoke of retarding the landa^witb the original 
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o^ers or their heirs, I accept fhe principle. That is the standing 
iuBtruction, and, as I have already said, I have no doubt that the 
instructions have been followed and will be followed. 


Maulvi Abdul Hamid Sliah has, however, snug a different tune. 
He says, there is no question of original owners or their heirs, but 
settle the lands with people who will take to more scientific or 
advanced cultivation and for that purpose utilise water hyacinth as 
manure. Sir, it is a very interesting suggestion, but ns the policy 
of Government is to dispose of these lands in the way in which such 
lands should be ordinarily disposed of, they give the first offer to the 
original owners or their heirs and failing that to the next man who 
comes along. Hut to go out of the way and to vsettle tlie land with 
people who would take to advanced or scientific cultivation is a pro- 
position which in my submission is not a practicable one. AVhere 
are we to get the scientific cultivators and how are we to be sure that, 
if the land is settled with such a cultivator, lie will take to scientific 
cutivation and not to orthodox method of cultivation. This is not a 
practical proposition, and I oppose the motion. 

The motion was put and lost. 


Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: May I have 
your leave to move both my amendments together? 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Y es, you may. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: 1 beg to 

move that the demand of Rs. 1,50,370 under the head “5A — Charges 
of administration — Certificate establishment — Pay of establishment’* 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (issue of body warrants against certificate 
debtors). 

I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,55,000 under the head 
'‘5A — Charges of administration — Certificate establishment” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (issue of warrants for attachment of movables and 
body warrants against joint certificate debtors). 

The object of my motions is to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Member to an unnecessary and unjustifiable hardship caused to by 
far the largest number of landowners, big and small, by the mode of 
execution of certificates for realisation of cesses. 

Two classes of landowners are involved in this operation — (1) 
•ol| landlords, and (2) co-sharer landlords. Body walrants and 
ftttecllineiit of movables are being more frequently resofted to than 
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0 »lt of the estates by the certificate officers^ presumably for the 
speedier realisation of the oSss demands. The. resultant hardship, 
particularly at the time of depression, can very well be understood. 

It may be said, the provision of law is there in the Public 
Demands Recovery Act. True, but it is in the power of Government 
to bring the law into line with modem ideas or at any rate by instruc- 
tions to their officials to make the rule virtually obsolete. That is 
what 1 am appealing for to-day. 

Cess is an impost and a tax on land in the nature of rent realisable 
from the tenants. Fpr the purpose of the Bengal Tenancy Act rent 
and cess are on the same legal footing and yet a landlord has no such 
remedy as arrest and putting into civil prison the judgment-debtor 
in a rent decree. The liability of the landholders for cess is not all 
their own liability, but a part of it is the liability of the tenant or the 
tenure-holders. So where the tenant or the tenure-holders are 
immune from such arrests even for the sake of speedy realisation of 
the dues, it is only an irony of fate which makes the landlord so 
liable. 

Ill the case of the co-sharer landlords the lot is still harder. 
They share with the sole landlord the fate of defaulters due to the 
defaults of the tenants quite often. In addition to this they suffer 
more often than not owing to the defaults of their co-sharers. A man 
may have a very small share in an estate in which there are numer- 
ous bigger co-sharers and ike total cess demand a heavy one. Some 
co-sharers default in paying and they manage to get the certificates 
issued — needless to describe the means which are well known to 
everybody — against some of their unfortunate brethren of poorer 
means, and the whole burden falls on the poor co-sharer. The poor 
4X>-sharer, if resourceful, will make the peon submit a report that no 
movables were found and thus escape for a time, but for a time only 
— for then comes the warrant of arrest. 

Law is heartless and the law officers too not unoften, the result 
being a summary dismissal of his prayers for relief. Then he has to 
aubmit to the inscrutable. His inherited respectability is his curse, 
and he cannot face a civil prison without incurring a good deal of 
social opprobrium. He has, therefore, to part with his other proper- 
ties or probably mortgage his little, all to procure the money, 99 per 
cent, of which is oft^ the dues of other co-sharers. This is not an 
imaginary case. 1 have known of many such cases leading to the 
ruin of many owners and co-sharers of estates. It should be remem- 
bered that sinoe the settlement operations, cess demands of estates 
have increased manifold and the difficulties of co-sharers in the way 
of collection have increased pari passu. So the particular modf of 
execution qf cess certificate bids fair to bring about the ruin of a ola^f. 
of people on whooo sido there is certainly justice and humanity* 
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suit for contribution is a very difficult and lengthy affair with 
all knotty question of title and extent of^tle cropping up even when 
the unfortunate co-sharer has the wheremthal to fight such a case. 
Why put him to this difficult job of recuperation when the same can 
be easily avoided? 

Sir, section 14 of the Public Demands Recovery Act la3'8 down 
the mode of execution, the first is attachment and sale of property, 
second attachment decree and the last is the arrest of the certificate- 
debtor and his detention in civil prison. Surel,y, the legislator did 
not mean the last weapon to be applied and tried first. The most 
usual and natural mode of execution is to put the estate into auction 
sale. Two ends may be secured thereby — (1) the dishonest practice 
of some mischievous co-sharers in getting their own burden thrown 
on others will be largely stopped, thereby ensuring a more regular 
payment by each co-sharer, and (2) in cases where the co-sharers 
are too numerous causing impediment in the collection of cess a sale 
of the estate will result in consolidation in one hand thus ensuring 
a better state of things for all parties concerned. 

It is only when the sale price of the estate does not cover the 
demand that it wdll be fair to realise the balance from any of the 
joint-debtors — even in such a case defaulting co-sharers with big 
shares should be selected and on no account should body warrants 
be issued. 

The end I plead for may be achieved by a short amendment of the 
Public Demands Recovery Act by inserting a special provision like 
sub-section (7) of section 158A which gives the Government autho- 
rity to inoilify the provisions of the Public Demands Recovery Act by 
rules as to the execution of certificates for rent dues. 


I request the Hon’ble Member to look into the matter for himself 
and see if anything can be done to give relief to a large body of help- 
less people — the victims of a rigid rule of law. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: My hon ble friend in 
moving this motion for a cut in respect of body warrants against 
certificate-debtors and of attachment of moveables and petty sales 
has confined himself to principally the cases of cess, but certificated 
are issued not only in cases of cess but also in respect of rents of 
mahals, court of wards’ estates and of all privileged landlords 
and also in respect of other dues. . The way in which these powers 
are utilised throws rather a lurid light upon the way in which these 
are realised. The answer of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Bevfnue Department to Starred Question No. 44 shows that in the 
Noakhali district in the years 1929-30 to 1930-31 there was an 
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increase in the certificates by 74 per cent. It may be noticed that 
1929 to 1931 were years of great depression. In 1930-31 to 1931-32 
there was an increase of J4 per cent. The figure is not very clear; 
14 per cent, is, I take it, over the figure of the previous year, that is 
to say, compared with the figure for 1928-29 and 1929-30, it is a great 
deal more than 14 per cent. Then in 1931-32, and 1932-33 it is 11 
per cent. more. All these years were years of depression. In 1933- 
34 and 1934-35 there was a decrease in the number of certificates by 
28 per cent, and in 1934-35 and 1935-3G there was an increase of 50 
per cent. It lias been said that with regard to khas mahal tenants 
cases of real inability to pay rent have been treated liberally. That 
is a general statement. But is it not rather striking that in the very 
years of depression suddenly the tenants have become refractory and 
refused to pay rents when most of them weTe able to pay? Is it sug- 
gested that this increase in the figures for certificates was exclusively 
due to reasons other than cases of real inability to pay? It would be 
against all reason and experience to think that it is. 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: But it is a fact. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: My bon ble friend 
says it is a fact, because perhaps his department has said that it is a 
fact. 


The Hon’ble Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: It is often said 
that the department has said so. Naturally, 1 have got to get 
instructions from the department. 1 cannot get it from the man in 
the street. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA; I will not drag my 
hon’ble friend to the street for an.v reason whatsoever. He may live 
in his place for nil the time. But if he would care to come down to the 
street he will find a different story told. He will find that certificates 
have been taken out against tenants, their movables have been attached 
and their cattle have been brought and sold in the court 
precincts for ridiculously low prices. During the years of depression 
Es. 5 and Rs. 2 is the sort of price realised for a head of cattle, and the 
reaction of this upon the tenants has been much graver than mere loss 
of cattle. I know there is a prohibition against the attachment of 
certain agricultural implements and other things, but it is also a fact 
that' the draught cattle has been sold and by reason of that some culti- 
vators have been deprived of the power of cultivating their lands for 
want of cattle. For this I have the authority not of a man inoihe 
street but of a responsible gentleman of Nadia that m one of the 
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esIiAes imder the court of wards enormous lands were lying uncul- 
tifated this year because the cultivators have not the draught cattle, 
because the draught cattle had been taken away in execution of « the 
certifioates issued by the men in charge of the court of wards. This 
is one information which I am able to give to the Hon’ble Member. 
Apart from that, I am not asking him to get any information from 
outside, but look at these figures. In the years of distress the 
number of certificates increased and in the years of prosperity they 
were not so high as that. What does that indicate? It does not 
indicate that the tenants have suddenly become rebellious and that 
they have refused to pay rent, although they have means to pay. It 
simply means that they have no means to pay. It is perfectly true 
that they have the means to pay because the certificates have been 
realised, but how? They have not the means to pay without depriv- 
ing themselves of the absolute necessities of life, and those absolute 
necessities of life hare been taken away from them by certificates. 
This is the story which has come to us from several places. I do not 
say that it is the universal case. All these figures bear eloquent 
testimony to the fact that these reports are substantially true. This 
is a matter which requires attention. It is possible that with more 
money in the hands of the cultivators and landlords these certificates 
will naturally go down, but the matter will have to be investigated, 
and if there has been an harassment of the poor people by cerlificates 
in times of distress, this must not be allowed to recuJ^f 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: Dr. Sen Gupta 
has said that this matter of certificates, having regard to their large 
number, requires to be looked into. I can as.sure my friend that 
nothing has given me more worry and anxiety than these certificates 
ever since I assumed charge of the Revenue Department. When I 
had been to a district the first enquiry that I made was how many 
certificates had been issued. I can assure my friend that I have made 
personal enquiries in the district of Noakhaii, and what I found was 
that a large number of certificates were made out but a small propor- 
tion of those certificates were issued and a i^till smaller proportion 
actually executed. The mere fact that a certificate has been made 
out does not mean the execution of the certificate. Strict orders were 
given that except in the case of refractory tenants the certificates 
were not to be executed. As regards the people who are unable to 
pay, I can assure my friend, Dr. Sen Gupta, that I have definite and 
reliable information that a large number of certificates relate to cases 
where on account of a no>rent campaign tenants wilfully withheld 
payment when they were in a position to pay. Our instruction was 
that in .the cases where the tenants were in a position to pay but 
wo^ld not pay, the certificates were to be executed, and so far as I 
know these instructions have been loyally carried out by the local 
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officers. I! any speetfic casa of abuse b^brougki to my notice, 1 can 
aaaure the House that ij; will receive my immediate attention and 
adequat# relief will be given. As I have said, this matter of certi- 
ficates gave me great anxiety, but recently the "reports that 1 got 
showed that there had been no complaint whatsoever in the districts 
with regard to the execution of these certificates. I can give assur- 
ance* to my friend, Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury that if any 
specific case of abuse be brought to my notice, it will be immediately 
examined. 

As regards execution by means of personal arrest, my informaidon 
is that personal arrest is not resorted to in the first instance. In the 
first instance, as Satish Babu himself pointed out, under section 14 
there is attachment and sale and then arrest of the certificate-debtor 
and detaining- him in the civil prison. In cases where personal exe- 
cution has been resorted to, it was only after other methods had 
been exhausted. That is the information that I have got, but if the 
information of Satish Babu be to the contrary, I shall be very glad to 
extimine those cases, but I can assure him that so far as I am aware 
there has been no case of personal arrest in the first instance. After 
this explanation I hope my friend will withdraw his motion. 

The motions were then put and lost. 

(The Council was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After Adjournment.) 

Kizi EMDADUL HOQUE: 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rh. 1,55,000 under the head “5 A — Land Revenue^— Charges of 
administration — Certificate establishment” be refused. 

Sir, I have very bitter experience about the working of the certi- 
ficate system and this has impelled me to bring this motion before 
this House. The ground on which the continuance of this system may 
be justified is that it is an expeditious method and that without going 
through the lengthy procedure of the civil court the dues may be 
recovered with the utmost speed. That is the only justification in 
its favour and that is what I think the Hon’ble Member will put 
forward in defence. Now, what I want by my motion is the total 
refusal of (he certificate establishment; in other words, I consider 
that it is no longer necessary to have this system in recovering dues. 
The maintenance of a certificate establishment was desirable when it 
was thought that recoveiy^ of dues would be made more expeditiously 
through this procedure than through the law courts which would take 
considerable time in disposing of cases before them. But, Sir, the 
Hon’ble High CTourt has since promulgated many new rules and issued 
many circulars which require the civil courts to dispose of cases before 
them very expeditiously, consequently claims of the nature generaHy 
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trfiil^e by c«rtifie*te courf can be disposed ot by the civil courts in 
ihiB course of three months at present. Therefore, althongh the're was 
necessity for this establishment when the Certihoate Act was passed, 
there is no necessity for it at present. Even if there be any necessity 
for this system so far as the clams recoverable under the Public 
Demands Recovery Act are concerned, its indiscriminate use has 
resulted in so much hardships to many innocent persons that I think 
it is time w^hen we should do away w^ith this procedure, particularly 
ill relation to the recovery of rents from tenants which is governed 
by the Bengal Tenancy Act. There is, of course, a special provision 
for the recovery of dues under the Bengal Tenancy Act. Section 
158 A of this Act provides that, under certain circumstances, the 
power of certificate procedure may be given to landlords, but this 
power is so .very indiscriminately given to them nowadays that 
instead doing good, it is doing incalculable mischief to the poor 
tenants. Sir, what is the justification for resorting to the certificate 
procedure in realization of rents from the tenants, and why is it 
that Government are now so very liberal in granting this power to 
the zemindars at large P This certificate procedure was not resorted 
to before the economic depression, and it is only when the depression 
has set in that a free use of this certificate procedure is being made. 
Government know very well that on account of the depression pre- 
vailing in the country and the extremely low price of the foodstuffs 
which the cultivators produce they canno|. pay their rents ; Govern- 
ment know this in their heart of hearts, but still they will not abstain 
from resorting to this procedure to realise rents. Sir, what is the 
justification, I ask again, for bidding good-bye to the normal proce- 
dure to recover rents from the tenants and resorting to this extra- 
ordinary measure in these extraordinary times P Do they deny that 
the cultivators are in a very bad predicament — that they are not in a 
position to pay their rents because of the fact that their produce do 
not fetch sufficient money, and that they are maintaining only a 
bare existence P Or is it that knowing all these things full well, 
Government have thought it fit to take recourse to this certificate 
measure P 

Now, it has been said by the Hon'ble Member that there are 
tenants who can afford to pay their rents, but they will not. I do 
not know. Sir, what is the basis of this statement of his. I do not 
think that anybody who is intimately acquainted with the actual 
state of affairs of the tenants at large in the mufassal will bear this 
wut ? 71^086 that are acquainted with the real condition of ^ culti- 
vators, will, on the contrary, bear me out when I iay that they axe 
not at all in a position to pay their rents, and that is why they are 
mAing defaults; in their nature they aret not defaulters, but it is only 
for circumstances over which they have no control that ^ey fail to 
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make timely payment. But Goyernment do not care lor all these 
things and always insist on payment. When the Goyemment say 
that there are cultiyators who are well to do and can afPord to pay 
but do not and the tenants also say that they haye nothing to 
pay, surely the Goyemment yersion must be taken with caution. It 
is simply absurd to expect, especially in these days of distress, that 
the tenants have any resources to pay their rents; besides the rate of 
rent is so very high that, considering the present circumstances, they 
cannot make their ends meet. So, there is no shred of truth in the asser- 
tion that the tenants are not paying, rents through negligence. The 
Ilon’ble Member has said on many an occasion before, and he has repeat- 
ed that argument to-day, that it is on account of the no-rent campaign 
that the cultivators have been neglecting to make payments that they 
could have done. Sir, I do not understand where, again, he has got 
this information from. (The Hon’ble Sib Bbojendba Iial Mitter : 

In one district only.) A no-rent campaign cannot be started in a parti- 
cular district as the Hon’ble Member now interjects. If a programme 
like that is undertaken by any person anywhere, that cannot be suc- 
cessful; it cannot be a programme for the whole country. A no-rent 
campaign can only be started where there is a motive behind it, but 
is there any such movement in the country which supports the idea 
of a no-rent campaign? Certainly, there is no such movement in the 
country now; the country is free from any such movement, and, 
therefore, a no-rent campaign cannot be started anywhere in the 
country. If there is any information from any quarter to this effect, 

I do not think that that infonnation is correct, and my hon’ble 
friend has been deluded into thinking that his information is correct. 
So, neither is there any no-rent campaign in the country, nor are 
there people who can pay rents hut won’t. That is not the true state 
of things. The people have been hard hit by the depression, they 
do not get proper prices for their produces; that is the reason why 
they are defaulting, and not their negligence. The Hon’ble Member 
has said that certificate method has worked successfully and up till 
now no complaint has been brought to his notice. But, Sir, how 
can complaints come to4iim? In fact, nobody can dare complain to 
him. If there is any wrong done to any person, he cannot approach 
him. I gave him certain instances on one occasion. Once certain 
people came to me and relkted certain facts of oppression done to 
them, and I referred the matter to the District Magistrate. The Dis- 
trict Magistrate in his letter warned me and asked me who was I to * 
refer the matter to him. The people concerned asked me to refer this . 
matter to the District Magistrate or to the proper authority, whoever 
he may be, and I simply brought this matter to his notice. But the ^ 
Magistrate took me to task for Having done so. The whole matter 
was then placed before the Hon’ble Member, and perhaps heehaa 
thready enquired into the matter to console our souls. 
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The Hon'ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: Sir, 1 did make 

an enquiry and gave an answer in this House. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Yes, you gave the answer that the 
District Magistrate had himself made an enquiry, hut the fact is that 
he did not himself go to the locality and make the iieceHsary enquiry, 
and this is the sort of answer that you give on the floor of this House, 
I also gave instances of two widows who were maltreated hy some 
people of the certificate staff as well as of the stafl of the zenuiular, 
but, so far as I know , i»o eiujuiry has been made reganling this 
incident, although the certificate officer told me that the matter 
would be enquired into. Why do we take e.\cej)tion to this j)roce- 
dure? Because when the certificate oflicer’s meij go to the mufassal, 
they take the helj) of the village panchayats — l mean the union board 
officers. These men, together with the union board oificers, surround 
the houses of the poor men even at night, take away their movable 
properties to the headquarters, and sell them at nominal prices. Y"o\i 
have thus reduced them to the utmost verge of starvation. You 
boast of a good collection and say that your collection has improved. 
Yes, it has improved indeed! But bow? Surely at the point of the 
bayonet ! It is true that your collection has improved, but you 
ought to be ashamed of the methods wffiich have led to ibis improve- 
ment. Sir, collection is no bad thing. In normal times it show^s that 
the condition of the countrs is improving. But ,%our collecdioii has 
been made at the cost of the ornaments of the cultivators’ wives 
having to be sold. Under the social law and custom of this country, 
the wives do not part w'ith their ornaments until the death of their 
husbands; so, you have made widows of these wuves, so to say 
(Laughter.) And you have made the cultivators homele«ji, wrecked 
their backbones, sq that they are not even living from hand to mouth. 
If the certificate procedure is done away with, there will be no harm 
so far as the recovery of the dues under the Public Demands 
Recovery Act is concerned, because the Hon’ble the High Court has 
issued circulars for the expeditious disposal of cases. So, there need 
be no hurry in rushing these cases through by means of the certi- 
ficate procedure. In these circumstances, Sir, I think that some other 
members will support me. (Laughter.) 

There are many other things which might be «aid in this connec- 
tion. If my friend, the Government Member wants that instances 
should be given him in which the certificate establishment has 
brought untold sufferings on the people, I may multiply such 
instances. In my own district we have seen lots of cases of late in 
which injustice has been done. It is only 5 or 6 years since that the 
certificate procedure has been resorted to in the district of Eangpur. 
At first, this power was given only to one zemindar. Other 
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zemindars tried to get it but failed, but ultimately when success was 
obtained by the grant of this power to one zemindar as a result ^f 
cumulative and concerted oppression, it was extended to other 
zemindars also 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I must adjourn the Council 
now a« it is 7 o’clock. 


Adjournment. 


The Council was then adjourned till 10-30 n.m. on Saturday, the 
14th March, 1930, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



P^e^ngt of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled unde^ 
. the provisions of the Government of Indii Act. 

Tub Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Saturday, tlie 14th March, 1936, at 10-30 p.m. 


Present: 


Mr. President (tlie Hon’hle Maliarnja Sir Manmvtiia Nath Ray 
C nowDiirRY, of Sautosli) in the Chair, the four Hon ’hie Members of 
the Executive (’ounril, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 77 nominated 
and elected members. 


BUDGET GRANTS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 

1936 - 37 . 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

5->Land Revenue. 

Kaii EMDADUL HOQUE. I was telling the House last night that 
on account of certain rules framed and circulars issued from time to 
time by the Hon’ble High Court, disposal of cases by civil courts has 
become possible to be done as quickly as it can be done under the certi- 
ficate procedure. That being so, I do not think it is necessary to main- 
tain certificate establishment to enforce claims under the Public 
Demands Recovery Act, far less is it necessary to enforce the claim 
recoverable under the Bengal Tenancy Act. I do not think there is 
any justification for the continuance of the certificate procedure in 
relation to the recovery of rents. The Hon^ble Member has not been 
able to make out any case that recovery of rents should be based on 
the certificate procedure. To invoke the aid of the certificate system 
Ih realising rents from tenants, it is to be proved that tenants have 
grown refractory and that with all facilities and resources at their dis- 
posal, they have been withholding pa^rment; but the Hon’ble Member 
has placed no such proof before us. There is a certain 
section of people, he said, who are well-to-do and who 
can afford to pay rents, but they do not. That is apparently a simple 
and innocent statement that he has made. Again, the Hon’ble Member, 
in rej^lying to Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan who has said that collection of 
revenue would iinprove by the Oovemment purcbasing the zemMafy 
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iias lemarked that Mr. Tamizuddin has not, however, given any facte 
and figures to Jiupp6rt his statement. May 1 not then similarly ask 
Sir Brojendra Lai Aitter whether he has any statistics to show who 
are the persons who are well-to-do and who can afford to pay but do notP 
In the absence of that, I do not see any justificafion for such a state- 
ment either. Another argument he has made is that an intensive pro- 
paganda is being carried on against payment of rent — call it a no-rent- 
campaign, if you please. That is a bogey that is often raised when it 
suits the convenience of Goveniment. I submit, Sir, tliat there is no 
such movement in existence. If there had been any such movement, 
that would liave been widespread and universal ; but there is no such 
propaganda in the countryside. Sir, it is in the interest of Government 
that they should cast on certain persons the onus of carrying on a no- 
rent-campaign so that they can enforce the realisation of rent by any 
forcible means. They know that their revenue was falling because of 
the non-realisation of rent by zemindars from their tenants on account 
of depression. Therefore, they want it to be realised by hook or by 
crook — that is, by any measure of oppression on the poor tenants. 
People dare not raise their little finger to the oppression that has been 
perpetrated on the pdor tenants, but if anybody has the moral courage 
of doing so, he is at once branded with the hall-mark as a no-rent- 
campaigner, that is, an agitator who is fomenting a no-rent-carapaign. 
Now, however emphatic the Hon 'hie Member may be in his statement 
that there is a propaganda against payment of rent, I may tell him that 
there is no such thing in existence. It is in the interest of Govern- 
ment to characterise persons as no-rent-campaigners, and the reason as 
to why that is done is, os I have already said, quite obvious. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INCHA, of Naohipiirs 

The mover has brought a cut motion for the purpose of criticising the 
system of certificate procedure. He, how.n’er, confined his remarks 
to the application of the certificate procedure in respwt of rent only. 
There are cases in which Government have to issue certificates to 
realise their dues from other sources, such as municipal dues, etc. 
But the mover is pressing for one kind of certificate, e.y., of rent and 
cess. Sir, it is strange that the mover has assumed that the certificate 
procedure is not to the best interest of the tenant. As a matter of 
fact, if you look into the question more seriously, you will find that 
it is not so. I may say, Sir, there is not only no difference between 
the certificate procedure and the procedure adopted ^ a civil court, 
but that the certificate procedure is more advantageous than the civil 
court for the tenants. First of all, in a case of certificate procedure, 
the rate of interest charged is 12^ per cent., whereas in a civil court 
case, it is as much as 26 per cent, of their demand by way of damage. 
Moreover, there is no ad vahrem pleader’s fee in the certific 4 ite |||oce* 
dure, whereas in the case of a civil coui^ procedure an ad vedorem 
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pl«iider^8 fee to the fextent of 5 or 7 per cent, is charged and realised. 
The requisition is filed only once in a year in the case of certificate 
procedure, whereas in the civil court procedure one can file suits 
not only once in a year but as many tinu^s as he likes. Apart from 
that a requisition cab be filed only in the beginning of the agriculture 
year — that is within the first three months of the Bengali year and 
not at any other time. There all these restrictions in the certi- 
ficate procedui*e as against the civil court pm*edure. Moreover, there 
is a clause that the Collector should take an account from the landlord 
and the landlord has to kv^ep the mord intact so that no demand 
can he made other than what has been rei'orded. These, Sir, are the 
safeguards for the tenants, and I think, therefore, that the certificate 
procedure is better for the tenants than either for the landlords or 
for the Government. It is also to thv^ advantage of the tenants that 
the certificate procedure is used very frequently. Three or four years 
are generally taken to decid* a rent suit in a civil court; that certainly 
is ruinous to the tenants, because by having taken so long a period 
the cost of the suit goes uf) enormously, and in the long run all their 
holdings are sold up and they are turned l)>>ggars; whereas under 
the certificate procedure that is not so. Further thei*e is a ])roce- 
dure to pay by instalments under the certificate proceduiv. There 
is a general idea that there is no instalment system under the certi- 
ficate procedure: that is wrong. I can assur.» my friends that prayer 
for payment by instalment is always granted. Execution of the 
certificate procedure is always postponed when there is an acute 
distress in the locality. But in the civil court oii<>e a dwree is execut- 
ed the civil court is l>ound to ])rocoed with the case. In the <ertifi(Ate 
procedure it is the option of the certificate offi(‘er to proceed with the 
case or to stay its execution for the time being. Thus one cun well 
understand the advantages of the certificate procedure to the tenants. 
It has been said that since the passing of the Bengal Tenancy Act 
power to use the certificate procedure freely lias been given to the 
landlords. But if you. Sir, look into the statement of accounts you 
will find that that is not the case. In the administration report we 

find that there are alx)ut 118,000 revenue-paying estates (Kazi 

’*!EMi)Ai)rL Hoque: No, No, and voicas of interruptions). 

Mu, PRESIDENT* I think, Mauivi Saheb, you should have toler- 
ance: You should give the Raja Bahadur a patient hearing. 

Raja BalHMiur BHUPENORA NARAYAN SINHA, of Nashipurs 

The tot^ number of certificates granted to landlords since the passing 
of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act is about 200. Can you think 
^^**‘'^* ^0 light. Out of 12,500,000 of landholding units if— — . 

(At this stage, the member, having reached the time-limit, bad to 
mume his seat.) 

Ifhe motion was put and lost. 
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Tke lorigiaal demand that a sum of ll^. 35^,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “2— I^nd Revenue'’ was put and agi’eed 
to. 


I^ExciM. 

" 4 ^ 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Govarnor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 17,75,000/ panted ior expenditure under the head “6 — 
excise.” v 

j 1 feel it incumbent on me to explain to the Housa the fall in 
^revenue which, as stated by the Hon’ble the Finance Meml)er, has 
^proved to be a source of worry to (iovernmant. There are no signs 
of icturn to the yields considered normal prioi- to 1930 when the 
jpconomic depression led to the collapse of provincial revenue. Ths 
reasons why the excise revenue is not up to expectations are mainly 
economic, but it must bd admitted that illicit distillation, smuggling 
and other mal-practices are also important tactors in preventing the 
recovery of the revenue. A review' of the position has sliown that the 
solid improvement in the months of April, May and Juiic^ slackened in 
July, and this niiglit lie attributed to the failure of the monsoon w hich 
was tiist felt in the mouth of July. Since then there has been a 
decline from last year’s standard, though the ivcent statistics again 
show some sign of recovery owing apparently to the imj)rovement in 
the prices of jute and rice. The distress (uused by the failure of 
crops in W'estern llengal has proved a serious handicap. The llurdwan 
Divisi»)n, which is the most important Excise Division outside 
Calcutta and w'hich yields an excise revenue equal to, if not greater 
than, the rest of the province excluding Calcutta and the 24-l’arguna8, 
has been the most hard hit by the failure of the monsoon and this has 
reacted very materially on the excise revenue of the province. The 
drop ill revenue in Calcutta and in certain districts in North Bengal, 
such as Jalpaiguri, strongly supports the theory of illicit distillation 
and other malpractices. 

We have recently had occasion to make comprehensive review of 
the excise revenue in connection with the preparation of a case for 
the financial enquiry by Sir Otto Niemeyer. Some interesting facte 
have emerged this review. It has been found that the Bengal 
rates of excise taxation are higher than those of other major provinces. 
(The degree of taxation has reached the safety limit in Bengal, and 
any further increase would prove unproductive and might lead people 
to take to illicit practices. 

During the current year there was no increase in taxation. Measures 
were, how^ever, taken to introduce with effect from the Ist of February, 
1935, increased rates of license fees on a sliding scale for the vend of 
pachxmi in the areas in which the^ settlement of pachwai shops by tiie 
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iacid fee system is V forlhi with reduced selling prices at Rs. 16 per 
Hmund of rice used ut the Asansol subdivision of the Burdwan district 
and at Rs. 12 per of rice used in the rest of the* province. The 

selling price of opium & some shops in the Midnapore border has been 
reduced with effect from January last to counteract smuggling from 
Bihar. The Government of Bihar ari^t Orissa have also been persuaded 
to remove their outstill shops to a diltance of more than two miles from 
the border of the Burdwan district in the neighbourhood of Asansol. 
Relief has also been given to the vendor's of drug shops by the introduc- 
tion of reduced scales of license fees with effect from Ist April, 1935. 

Turning to the exjienditure Budget, it will be observed that the 
demand is higher by Rs. 23,000 than the revised Budget of 1935-36. 
The chief features of the Budget are explaineil on ])age 32 of the' 
financial statement, and I do not propose to take up the time of tho 
House by going into the details of the Budget which provides for normal 
expenditure. 

I shall deal with the item of expenditure amounting to Its. 26,000 
on account of the proposed expansion of the Central Detective Depart- 
ment. The economic depression and the low wst of raw materials for 
manufacturing liquor, while the price of licit liquor remained high, 
were causes w^hich gave an incentive to the lawless element in the 
society to take to illicit distillation and smuggling. As the House is 
aware, the Central Detective Department was c-reated in the latter part 
of 1933 to combat this evil. A considerable measure of success was 
achieved by this dej)artment in checking illicit distillation in Calcutta 
and its vicinity thereby stemming the gradual progressive decline of 
excise revenue — a feature in the preceding years. In 1934-35 the total 
number of cases detected was 1,322 in which 1,714 persons were sent 
up. The value of articles seized amounted to Rs. 28,144 in duty and 
license fees, while the total amount involved in duty, license fees, fines 
and composition money w'as Rs. 56,641 against the total expenditure 
of Rs. 27,276 incurred by the department excluding the pay of the 
permanent staff. Complete figures for the current year are not yet 
available, but the statistics for the 11 months show an increase in the 
number of cases detected, the figure being 1,747. The number of per- 
eons sent up was 1,420 and the value of articles seized amounted to 
Rs. 27,835 and the total amount including fines and^mposition money 
was Rs. 46,137. It is understood that the departmant has had on hand 
some important cases the figures of which are not yet available. 

The value of detection work, however, must not be judged by figures 
alone. There is no gainsaying the fact that we are up against a 
formidable organisation of gangsters who carry on their nefarious trade 
under the guidance of persons of means working behind the scenes 
whom it is diflSeult to bring to' book. The modus operandi of these 
eluSve gentlemen is such as to call for the highest detective skill, tact 
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and energy to bring them under the clutches of the law. The activities 
of inter-provincial gangs which work in and around Calcutta have also 
thrown a heavy burden of work on the detective establishment. 
Although the task is heavy, not a small measure of success has been 
achieved in tackling this class of offender and much remains yet to be 
done to put down this evil. I do not propose to waste the time of the 
House by giving dcfeil^^ of work done in this direction, but I would 
ask for the indulgence to mention a few instances to bring home to our 
critics the enormity of the problem with which Government is faced. 

Reference has already been made in the House about the sensational 
excise distillation c^se at Gariahat. This case being jvdice, I do 
not propose to gf) into its details now'. I am sure the trial will ba 
wat/ched w'ilh interest, ^nd it will then be known what part the officers 
of the Excise Department played in unearthing this case. 

The question of checking illicit distillation has been very carefully 
considered by Government, and they have decided that the Preventive 
and Detective Branch of the Excise Department should l)e reorganised 
and placed under effective control. Hitherto, the oy)erations of the 
Central Detective Department had been restricted to Calcutta and its 
suburbs under the direct control of the Commissioner. Jjast year its* 
activities were extended to the Asansol subdivision of the Burdwan 
district more or less as an experiment to deal with the crimes of illicit 
manufacture of liquor and pachwai, and the results were satisfactory. 
In view of the success of the experiment and of the importance of 
organising detection w^ork in mufassal distiicts, it has been derided to 
cordinate the work of detection of excise crimes and to place it in charge 
of a Deputy Commissioner. I do not minimise in any w'ay the useful 
work done by the regular district staff iu the jnufassal. In 1934-35, 
10,302 persons were prosecuted for various excise offences against 11,308 
in the preceding year in the mufassal districts, while in the Calcutta 
district (excluding the activities of the Central Detective Department) 
the total number of detections and prosecutions were 813 and 741 in the 
11 months of the current year against 1,074 and 1,043 in the last year, 
leaving aside the Gariahat distiller>^ case wffiich goes to its credit. But 
what I suggest is that a Central Department is essentially necessary for 
carrying on an intensive and co-ordinated campaign throughout the 
province somewhat* on the analogy of the Intelligence Branch and 
Criminal Investigation Department Branch of the Police. As to the 
post of Deputy Commissioner it has been found essential that neither of 
the two existing Deputy Commissioners would be able to take over this 
duty in addition to their own. The duties in connection with Matches 
and Sugar Excise and Tobacco Tax have thrown additional work of an 
increasing nature on them. The Deputy Commissioner, Inspection and 
Prevention, is tied down to headquarters, and when he visits the 
mufassal districts, most of his time is taken up in inspection wftrk. 
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leaving him practically no time to devote to prevention work. The 
new^ Preventive Deputy Commissioner who will be a touring ofiicer will 
be able to make, prolonged stays in the crime areas, to direct the detective 
energies of the local staff, to reinforce it with the special staff under him 
to make good local deficiencies and, in other ways, to improve the effi- 
ciency of the preventive establisliment in general. This officer may 
also be placed in charge of the Excise Intelligence Bureau. There 
will be ample work for three Deputy Commissioners, ajid it is proposed 
to so allocate the work among them as to avoid overlapping, whild 
placing one entirely in charge of prevention and detection. It may be 
mentioned here that this scheme was generally approved by tlie Stand- 
ing Committee on Excise at a meeting held on the 22nd August, 1935: 
It will also be noticed that the scheme is temporary for the present. 
The minimum staff has l>een provided for; and jthe total strength of 
subordinate staff of the department will now he three Inspectors, G Sub- 
Inspectors, 11 petty officers and 40 peons. By the appointment of the 
Deputy Commissioner, there will be savings in tbe pay of the Super- 
intendent whose services will not be required. Tbe total cost of the 
scheme is estimated at Bs. (>8,275. I trust tbe above furnishes a satis- 
factory explanation of llie pressing need of an efficient Detective Depart- 
ment under tbe supervision and control of an officer of the rank of 
Deputy Commissioner for tbe sup])resHion of illicit traffic in excisable 
articles in Bengal. 

The next item is tbe construction of two motor lH)ats for tlie 24- 
Parganas district. These motor boats are required to replace two 
unserviceable cutters in use in tbe district. For the effici(‘ncy of 
patrol work, motor launches are essentially nec'cssary. There are no 
Government motor lauiudies which could he made available to th© 
Excise and Salt Department. 

Before I conclude, I may he permitted to mention that although 
4pme provision has been made in the Budget for conducting the Garia- 
hat case, it has not been possible to arrive at anything nearing an 
approach to a correct estimate of the legal expenses that will be 
involved. The case is likely to be a contested one. I may assure the 
House that Government will not be lacking in its efforts to bring it to a 
•uccessful termination. 

Babu illTENORALAL BAMNERJEE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 65,695 under the head *T»A — Excise — Superintendence 
— ^Administrative establishment — Pay of officers'' be reduced by Rs. 100 
(system of granting license for excise .shops in Calcutta). 

It must be within the knowledge of the memb3^rs of this Council 
that formerly, before 1919, excise licences were granted on tbe auction 
system. Licences were granted to the highest bidder, and there was 
no Iftnitation to the number of licences a particular individual might 
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hold. Mso these licences were mostly confined to members of the 
Suri community. There has been a great change since then. In 1919 
ihe fixed fee system was introduced. When the late Nawab Bahadur 
Nawabali Chaudhuri was in charge of the Department, he introduced 
/this and other far-reaching changes. The cardinal principles of 
JExcise policy were laid down in a remarkable circular which was 
^en issued. They were, in the first placa, the continuance of the 
fixed fee system; in the second place, the principle of one man one 
shop to prevent monopoly on the part of any individual and in the 
1;hird place that licences should be granted to members of the educated 
hhadraiok community instead of granting them to memWs of the 
Suri community alone. These still appear to be the cardinal prin- 
ciples of Excise policy for the administration of the Department. As 
regards the fixed fee system, that principle has of course been conti- 
nued; butt Iso far as the other two principles are concerned, namely, 
that of one man one shop, and of the distribution of licences to 
members of the hhadraiok community, they have been systematically 
and flagrantly vio>ated in the Calcutta area. Yesterday, in tlk* course 
of answering a certain question, the Hon’ble Minister admitted that 
there were at least 10 cases in \vhich the same parson had been 
permitted to hold more than one shop. So far as that statement goes, 
it is correct, but it is not complete. I can point out at least a dozen 
instances in which the same person has been permitted to hold half a 
dozen licences. To quote the names of some of them; there is one 
Tarapado Shaba who holds six shops; Bholanath Saha, htdds four 
shops; Bhusan (^handru Saha, holds five shops; Pannalal Saha, four 
shops; Buttakrista Saha with two brothers holds three shops between 
them. Another man tog.dher with his son-in-law holds five shops, 
-^’urther, as the names will show, they are all membei-s of the Suri 
community. Therefore, Sir, the cardinal principles laid down by the 
late Nawab Bahadur are being systematically violated within tUe 
Calcutta area under the Minister’s own nose, and this serious state of 
things call for an adequate explanation from him. 

There is another point regarding the selection of correct site and 
location for excise shops. It has l)een laid down that a grog shop 
flhould not be situated in the vicinity of hospitals, educational insti- 
tutions and temples. Recently a shop has been permitted to be opened 
at 213-14, Bowbazar Street, not on the main street itself but in a 
blind lane which is adjacent to the Medical College quarters. A 
licene? o^as gi-anted in 1928 for the same premises, but on objection 
being raised by the Principal of the Medical College the licence was 
subsequently withdrawn. But now after seven years, in spite of the 
continuance of tlu same objection, a licence has been granted for a 
shop in the same premises. This shop is situated in the vicinity of 
ja branch office of the Imperial Bank. There was objection from the 
inanager of the Bank; fj'oiu the authorities of several educatitnfd 
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lAititutions situated near it; also strong objection fmm tbe’f^rincipal 
of tbe Medical College. But in spite of all 'these \Dbjection8^ a 
licence bas been granted for this shop. Then again there is another 
< 5 a 8 e. There is a grog shop at Bahir Sura Road near which there is 
a Sitala temple. This temple is visited by a large number of women 
of the hhadroloh class, and they are subje<‘t3d to filthy indecent 
gestures and most objectionable language on tlie part of the drunkards 
frequanting the shop, l^etitions have been filed before the (Collector 
of Excise signed by hundreds of respectable gentlemen {)f the locality 
including the CommissioiKUs of tlie Municipality; but in spite of that, 
the grog shop has been permitted to remain there. Lastly, there is 
^nother point which I feel some delicacy in mentioning. There are 
at least two Excise shops which have been settled recently witli tlm near 
relatives of persons high in office in the Excise Departineni or in the 
administration of that Department. I do not like to mention names. 
But the Hon’ble Minister is cognizant of the facts, and the facts 
are so serious that they do demand an ad<H|uate and com]dete explana- 
tion from him 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS There are two 
principal points in the arguments put forward by Mr. Bannerjee ia 
support of his motion. The first is thai the principle of excise licenses 
beihg granted to educated young mtn is being deviated from. I do not 
admit that charge. There is a circular that whenever there are oppor- 
tunities of settling shops with educated young men, they should be 
given to them, and that principle is being systematically followed. 
But the House is aware tliat these educated young men often have not 
jgot sufficient capital at their disposal, and that they apjily for licensee 
with some of the Suris or other capitalists belonging to the liquor trade 
as co-partners, and in those cases the Collector of Excise finds that it ie 
much better to settle the shop with a person who has got sufficient 
capital at his disposal and who will he able to devote more time to the 
managfement of the shop than the other who will only take it henami 
and is not able to devote sufficient time and attention to the shop. But 
whenever thei-e are suitable candidatss from the educated hhadralok 
class, their claims are duly considered. 

Mr. Banerjee alleges that the principle of one man one shop is 
being deviated from. I also deny that charga. Government have 
always retained the discretion of settling more than one shop with 
one and the same licensee. As I told the House yestarday, there are 
altogether ten such cases where more than one shop has l)een given 
to on? individual or one firm. The principle underlying this policy 
is that the licensee should be present at bis shop to conduct its 
business, but if tbe licensee is in a position to manage without his 
presence or if the licensee happans to be a limited company, the 
question of personal attendance does not arise, and there Government 
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do not find any objection in settling more than one shop with one 
individual or firm. Moreover, in certain cases in which some of these 
licensees have been in possession of their licenses for a long time, and 
unless their licenses become inopemtive either by death or due to 
some other ground, Government have no opportunity of taking away 
those licenses from those individuals or firm or families and to give 
them to others. So it will take some time to give effect to this policy 
of one man one shop. It is being gmdually done, and unless there 
are special cases where the settling of more than one shop is fully 
justified, Government do not do so. 

As regards the question of site and location of shops, the question 
rests entirely with the Licensing Board of Calcutta. The Licensing 
Boai'd is a very competent and representative body. Thei-e are repre- 
sentatives of Government, there are representatives of certain Chambers 
of Commerce, and there are representatives of the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion. The site and location of a shop is determined entirely by that 
body, and Government are guided by their advice. During the last 
thre? years, there were 2d protests against the recommendations of the 
Licensing Board. Of these, 17 objections were overruled as frivolous, 
ns most of these, objections were inspired hy interested parties, and on 
^prutiny Ooveinment found them to be absolutely baseless objections. 
In the oth?r six cases, the objections were allowed. 

For the information of the hon’ble member I may say that I took 
particular care in laying down the principle that no shop should be 
allowed to be opened near a inos([ue, or teiujile, or seliool, or hostel. 
In the vicinity of such public places, no shop is allowed to be 
opened. The site is first inspected by the Collector of Excise, and then 
it is inspected hy the members of the Licensing Board, and it is on their 
recommendation tliat the license is granted and the shop is allowed to 
be opened. vSo, the matter is absolutely under control. 

MFi NARENDRA KUMAR BASU* What about the two instances 
mentioned P 

Ths Hoii*bl6 Sir BI«IOY PRASAD SINGH ROY* Yes, I am coming 
to that. I know of the objections that have been put forward by the 
Principal of the Medical College. The matter is now under considera- 
tion. The license has l)een granted only provisionally to prevent loss 
of Governmenf revenue. There was a shop somewhere in the Bow 
Bazar Street and the license of that shop has been cancelled, and it has 
been transferred to a new site. I have also asked the department to 
consult the Principal of the Medical College and other persons of the 
locality and find out their views in the matter. And I can assure the 
hon’ble member and the House that the license will not be finally 
granted without considering the opinion of the people of the locality. 
As I have already said, the license granted is purely provisional to 
prevent loss of Government revenue. ^ 
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Now, Sir, aa regards the Suri class; I hope Mr. Bannerjee does nut 
oandemn the Suris as outcastes. I think we have passed that stage of 
society when the Suria used to l>e looked down upon, fortunat.dy they 
are no longer done so, and they are as much Bhadraloks as others are. 

So, if they are found to be eligible othenvise, m.u-ely l>ecause they 
belong to a particular class or (‘ommunity, their claims cannot, and 
should not, be ruled out. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose the motion. 

Babu JiTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: lii view of what the Hon ble 

Minister has said, I beg leave of the House to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Ks. (id, 696 
under the the head “6 A — 1 — Excise — Superintendcnct* — Administra- 
tiva establishment — Pay of officers — Others gasselted ofhcers” be re- 
duced by Its. 100 (complaints about work of department and Swan 
Committee’s recommendations). 

While speaking on the Budget the other day, Mr. Thompson sug- 
gested certain things alxjut improving the Detection Branch, and 1 also 
wish to make some suggestions in that connection. We have just now 
heard with great interest as to the steps the Hon’ble Minister wants to 
take to reorganise the Central Detective Depiirtment. As regards the 
past, he is of opinion that the results have been quite good and satis- 
factory, but, Sir, I do not agree with him. For many years in this 
Council and outside, we have heard of complaints about the working of 
the Excise Department, but we did not then pay serious attention to 
them. But the recent excise cases, to which the TTon’ble Minister has 
just referred, have shown that there was substance in the complaints 
which have been raised so long. I am not here concerned with the 
merits of the pending cases, nor can I make any comments thereon. 
But I do say that whatever be the truth of the allegations made against 
the department in these particular cases, the veiy fact that Government 
are vigorously taking steps in this matter and spending large sums of 
money shows beyond doubt that (fovernment admit by their conduct ^ 
that there is something wrong in the administration of the Excise 
Department. It is beyond question that there has been very serious 
illicit distillation on a large scale carried on for several years in the 
heart of Calcutta. The very fact that a case has had to be instituted 
shows that the working of the depiirtment has not been satisfactory. 
For years Government were aware of the fact that illioit liquors have 
been nmnnfactured on a large scale, and they have asked us for, and 
have got from us, large sums of money for fighting this evil. I^et me 
five the figures under the head ‘'Superintendence” for the last three 
yeaip. In 1933 - 34 , the actuals under "Superintendence — Excise” was 
Rs. 81 , 500 , In 1934 - 36 , the original estimate was Rs. 1 , 29 , 000 ; the 
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revised estimate was Rs. 1,52,000; and the actuals were Rs. 1,54,500. 
The original estimate under the same head for 1935-36 was Rs. 1,81,000 
which means that there was an increase of Rs. 26,580 over the actuals 
of 1934-35. The estimates for 1936-37 come up to the extraordinary 
high figure of Rs, 2,16,000, an increase of Rs. 35,000 over this yearns- 
estimate. The estimates under ‘*Suj)erintendence*’ for 1933-34 were 
only Rs. 81,000; the estimate for next yeiir is Rs. 2,16,000. In the 
Red Book for 1936-36 (page 30) it was stated that “the increase under 
“Superintendence’* is due to the formation of a Central Detective 
Department to check the growth of illicit distillation.” Every one is 
aware of the great increase of this evil and nobody grudges money for 
stopping it. On the 14th March last year, I moved a cut motion about 
the formation of the Central Detective Department and asked the 
Hon’ble Minister to explain the reason for the increase under this head 
and to inform us whether it was justified by the results obtained. In 
reply, the Hon’ble Mini.ster gave us an assurance that this increased 
expenditure was fully justified by the result and said that Government 
decided last year to start a Central Detective Bureau to check illicit 
distillation in Calcutta and suburbs and I quote his words: “This has 
produced a very desirable effect in checking illicit distillation and also 
in increasing the revenue of Government.” He further went on to 
say: “That the creation of the Detective Department has proved very 
successful in checking the evil and the increase of Rs. 3J lakhs in the 
excise revenue was mainly due to inter alia, better detection.” On 
this observation, I withdrew my motion, but what do we find now? 
Government "by the mere fact that many prosecutions arc going on, 
admit that illicit distillation on a very large scale has l)een going on in 
Calcutta for some years and that the offence is of an all-India char- 
acter. They must be taken to admit that their Detective Department 
has been unable so long to find out that in the heart of Calcutta illicit 
distillation was carried on for a pretty long time. Government, there- 
fore, must admit that superintendence has been very ineffective. The 
very large sum voted by us for the Detective Department has been spent 
fruitlessly. In Calcutta we find there are no less than six highly paid 
officers (the number has been raised from five in 1934-85), two Deputy 
^Commissioners, ten Superintendents, ten or eleven Inspectors who are 
mostly engaged in detection work. F submit the result does not justi^ 
the large increase of expenditure under the head of “Superintendence.” 
The obvious comment must be that the work, to say the least, was 
inefficient. What is the work of the Collector of Calcutta? He is as 
Deputy Commissioner, the head of the Excise Intelligence Bureau. 
What work has been done by the members of the Central Detective 
Department of whom the Hon’ble Minister spoke so highly last March ? 
There can be no doubt, I submit, that the work of the members of the 
Excise Department in Calcutta has been very unsatisfactory, gn^ I 
would request the Hon’ble "Mini.ster to be .so ^d as to tell us what 
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been or are being taken to find out who has been ivmiss in dJie 
department and what punishments are being meted out. When piiblic 
funds have not beefl well spent or misspent, and when further there 
has been a great loss of publie revenue, a strict empiiry is called for. 
It is cold comfort for us to be told, as we have been told by the Hon’ble 
Sir John Woodhead in his lludget speech a few days ago, that the 
loss of Government revenue has fallen mainly on tln^ Govenijnent of 
India. That is not the answer. The remedy, I submit, is to adopt the 
suggestion made by Mr. J. N. ilasu in his note attached to the Swan 
Committee’s report. There he said that there should not he a separate 
Excise Department with a sejmrate staff, and that this should be made 
a branch of the Revenue Depart ment, as at pre.sent there are too few 
oj>ening8 for advancement in the Excise D(‘i>artment . If it were a 
part of the Revenue Deimrtmeiit, they would have a large luimher of 
appoinlments of high status and substantial pay open to them. Her 
pointed out that a close excise service not only results in duplication 
of staff, but the efficiency and integrity of the service may alstv suffer. 
That is exactly what has followed. The efficiency and integrity of the 
service have suffered, and T ask the Hon’ble Minister to say what steps 
are being taken to improve the work of the Excise IX^partment. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose the motion. In my opening speech, I tried to explain fully the 
magnitude of the problem which Government have got to face. These 
smugglers and illicit distillers are being financed by rich jieople whom 
it is difficult to detect easily, and as I said it requires the skill 
of a highly intelligent, highly tactful and highly efficient Detective 
Department to bring these people to boo-k. The problem is wide- 
spread, and it has been yiartly helped by the economic depiession that 
has been prevailing and jrartly In'cause of tho lawlessness as a result of 
the political upheaval we had in Bengal since 1980. The Excise 
Department has been trying, and I submit has been trying their utmost, 
to tackle the situation as best as they can with the staff and money at 
their disposal. I might say without fear of contradiction that the 
department is understaffed of course more so outside Calcutta than in 
Calcutta, and that there is some amount of overlapping of work and 
responsibility. That led Govemraaat to introduce the special detec’tivo 
staff in 1938, and jl reiterate what 1 said on the last ot'caslon about 
the good work done by the department. There were big detections 
which led to the big charas case, a big opium gang case and ultimately 
to this Gariahat case. However much the officers of the department 
might be criticised and however much Mr. Bose might level the charge 
of inefficiency against the officers of the department, it was they and 
they alone who were responsible for the detection of the Gariahat case 
and the credit must go to them. (Mr. P. Banerji: Not at all.) The 
depai%ment came to knofr of this illicit (||ganisaiion as early as^ 
FeBruary, ^1985, J)ut the distillery was not working^ it was dormant, - 
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and we had t6 wait till it actually began to work, and I understand 
'that within two days of the distillery being worked, the detection 
followed. So it cannot he said that the department were unmindful 
of the situation in Calcutta. I have quoted oartain figures which 
conclusively show the large number of persons that have been sent ij^p/ 
large number of detected cases and quite a large number of convie^ 
tions. I venture to submit that they are substantial proofs of the 
department’s activities in checking the illicit practices. The probbm 
is an increasing one, and Mr. Bose must remember that Calcutta ia a 
cosmopolitan city, it is a growing city with its growing problems, and 
the Excise Department has got its share of the troubh and worries. 
With the problem increasing, Government had to come to this House 
for strengthening the department. They did so in 1938; the result 
was very satisfactory, and the result is being maintained and Govern- 
ment, on those results, decided to extend tli 3 activities of the depart- 
ment outside Calcutta. With this object in view, they have come 
forward witli an additional detband for lib. 23,009, to have a Detective 
Department for the mufussal under a special Deputy Commissioner, 
.and I hope that this money will be sanctioned, and if it is sanctioned, 
it will be well spent. 

The result of this Gariahat case will, I hope, fully justify the 
confidence placed by Government in the Detective Department and 
in the superintendence of the department. I can assure the hon’ble 
members that no effort is being spared to control the situation as best 
as possible, but the probrem is of very great complexity, and it is not 
easy to tackle it wdthin a very short time or with a very limited staff. 
Out.side Calcutta the problem is of still greater coiuplexity. In a 
district like Mymen.sin|i^ with 56 thanas, with difficulties of communi-' 
cations, with places full of jungles divided by wdde rivers, hillocks 
and other suitable places of hiding, the department naturally finds it 
difficult with the very limited staff at its disi>osal to tfhdfe '16^ mal- 
practices. I am afraid the time is not far distant when Government 
may have to come up to this Ilo^se for substantially strengthening the 
mufassul staff in order to safeguard Government fevenue.*^ Iir any case, 
with regard to the Calcutta situation and the situation in l:he vicinity 
of Oalcutta, considerable steps have already been tak^n,* and I would* 
request Mr. Bose to withdraw his motion on my assurance that Ihe 
work of the new staff will be carefully watched and guided, and that 
will, T hope, be followed by substantial and satis^ctory fesMtl. With 
these few words, I oppose the motion. ^ 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: In asking the leave of the House to withdraw 
toy motion, may I be permitted to sdy that I am fully alive to the 
great difficulty of the problem, and I would ask the Hon'ble Minister 
#0 exercise adequate vigilance. ^ ^ 

The motion was then,*y leave of the Houle, with^wa. 
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pr. P. lANERJI: I beg to moye that the dratand ^ Ba. 2,16,000 
nader the head “6A — ^Excise — Superintendence — Adminiatratiye eatah- 
lishment” l» reduced by Us. 100. 


Sir, tKe object of my motion is to draw the attention of Government 
bribery corruption prevalent in the Excise Department. It is a 
#ell-known fact that there are bribery and corruption in thw depart- 
ment as also in other dapartments of Government. To-day the Hon^ble 
'Minister, vrhile moving his motion for demand, was not at least as 
much sure of his position as he was last year, because his argument 
was very feeble. Face Ts the index of mind and anykidy looking at the 
Hon’ble Minister’s face noticed that his position was not tenable this 
year. He brought forward the argument that young men were not 
given licenses because they had not sufficient funds. I know of certain 
young men who applied for excise licenses and, on enquiry, as' to 
whether they had sufficient funds, I found that such funds were neces- 
sary only to bribe the department 7or the purpose of getting a license. 
Sir, 16 years ago the principle of one tttML dne shop was adopted, but 
to-day the Hon’ble Minister has admitted that one man has been given 
even six shops. In granting licenses, the only thing that is taken info 
consideration by the dejmrtment ii the fiitancial condition of the appli- 
cants, so that they might fiay suflicient money to the depaitoent. 
Licenses are even granted to uneducated people who can pay si^cient 
money to the department. That is the criterion of the Excise Depart- 


ment. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On a point of 
enquiry. Sir. What is his allegation P I.s it the department or the 
officers of the department who take sufficient money ? 


Mr. P. BAItlRdl: He will come to learn it when I shall explain 
my fomt point. Another point to which I should 

like to refer in this connection is that oven the Hon’ble the Finance 
Member in his Budget speech said the other day that on account of 
illkA hat been deteSted, there was no loss of revenue 

to Bengal, but therm me loss of revenue to the Central Government. 
ThTs illicit distillation was detected early in 1935, but we know that 
there was a rumour in Calcutta that this state of things existed for a 
pretty long time, and we often brought it to the notice of Government 
yVtny ihiSEi to be on the alert. Kow, there is a difficulty in connection 
with the dotoction’^of this distillery, and it is this: The Hon'ble 
Minister has assured the Hopse that Government will tahe the neces- 
sity step to iMniish the gang. But there is a strong rumour that on ^ 
account ol a very high official of Gofemment being implicated in this 
cade, an attempi la being made % hvab up the case. We also hear thal 
Some o| tl^ persons wim were i^istrumental in discovering this die* 
till&y are gjtiing to Ije dipnissed. I wonder why such a rumour should 
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be afloat unlees there is some truth in it. Therefore, 1 suggest that 
Government should see that the persons who had some hand in detect- 
ing this case are not dismissed. My point is that so long as the twin- 
sisters, the Police and the Excise, were working hand iti hand this 
illicit distillation was not detected, but fortunately there has beta 
some difference of opinion between the two departments and, as i 
result of that, this case has come to light. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Yeu had better not dilate upon that point. The 
case is still suh judice. 

Mr. P, BANERJI: I am not going to mention any detail or any 
name, but I am only stating what the rumour is. The rumour is that 
there is a systematic attempt to hush up the case. Government must 
see that this case is not hushed up. Whenever we suggested to Gov- 
ernment anything very important, they always repudiated that and said 
that they were sab-jantaf and in this connection I can excuse the 
Hon’ble Minister, but certainly I cannot excuse the other Members of 
Government when they were drinking Gariahat water and thinking 
always of the Johnny Walker 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Order, order. You are now referring to details, 
and I have already warned you not to do that. No details should be 
discussed as the case is sub judice. You might say that you want a 
fair trial; you might say that the case should not be hushed up; you 
might say that the people who had been detected should go through 
proper trial. That does not prejudice the court; but* you cannot refer 
to any specific detail in your argument and comment on it. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I am not going into any detail. am only 
saying 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please remember the ruling that I have given. 
You musf not make any attempt to prejudice th# Tudge who is trying 
the case. You must not bring any specific insilitoce or dbtail before the 
House with a view to prove or disprove the case. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: What I am saying is whether it is not a fact that 
liquor was manufactured 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I do not allow you to say that. 

Mv. P. BANERJI: Then how, Sir, were these hon’ble members per- 
Ittitted to bring in the name of illimt distillery at Ghrlahat P What I 
ahbmitted to you was that Johnny Walker was manitiacture^i at 
Hanahat f ^ . 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: I have not understood the difference between the 
atatement that has been made by the other members and the stai^ 
ment — — 

j" 

iir. PRESIDENTS Of course^ it is rather unfortunate that the 
Hon’ble Minister and one or two other speakers have referred to that 
case. It would have been better if I had restrained them, although 
they confined themselves within certain limits. You are decidedly off 
the rails. 

Mr. P. BANERili: I shall try to keep myself within the same^l^ 
as the Hon’ble Minister. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But I am to judge that and not you. 

iir. P. BANERJI. Anyway, I WHS submitting tov you that the 
Johnny Walker manufactured at 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No more of Johnny Walker! Johnny Walker 
has evaporated from this House! (Laughter.) 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Anyway, I would submit that Bntifth and French 
liquor were manufactured in Bengal— — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Y"ou cannot say that. I have 
given a definite ruling on that point. I appeal to your reasonabli^ 
ness not to refer to anything which might prejudice the Judge who is 
trying the case. 

Mr* P. BANERJI: Sir, the facts are there. 

Mr» PRESIDENT: But the facts have not yet been proved or 
disproved, ' ^ 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Suiting that there was this illicit dfetillery 
it must have then existed for more than four years. To-day the Hon’ble 
Minister has come forward to give credit to and to stand by those 
pewons who have not been in a position to find out this illicit distillery 
for the last four years, as now alleged, and he wants us to believe that 
it came to the notice of Government only in 1936. That clearly shows 
that bribery and corruption ixi§i and existed hopelessly in this depart- 
ment for many many years. Tn giving credit to those persons who 
deiicted Ae existence of this disffllery, the Hon’ble Minister forgets 
that it is the 4sty bf the department to detect it, and if they could not 
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do it, they were liable to censure. The Hon’ble Minister has said that 
the officers of the department are very efficient. But, Sir, in spite of 
their being efficient, the fact remains that this thing was not detected 
so far, and I can tell the House that even to-day this sort of smuggling 
^is still going on in^^alcutta. There are a thousand and one cases of 
smuggling of excisable articles eveiy night, but the officers of the 
^lepartment do not care to enquire into them, and why ? Because there 
is bribery and corruption prevalent in the department. I, therefore, 
maintain that this department is very much corrupt and suggest that 
the Hon’ble Minister should personally enquire into the matter and 
not depend entirely on the report of these officials who are hopelessly 
corrupt. Now, you may say that some cases have been detected, but 
I dp^say that there are 99 such cases still in existence to-day for deteo- 
tiom You know that during the last seven years I have been bringing 
to the notice, of Government cases of bribery and corruption in the 
Calcutta Police and elsewhere, and the result has been that Government 
have taken steps in the matter, and I consider that there is some im- 
provement in the situation now. If the Hon'ble Minister, too, will 
take similar steps, and, if instead of employing men, as he has sug- 
gested just now, of his own department, he employs the Cnminal 
Investigation Department for this purpose, men who are not in any 
way interested in the Excise Department and whose services will not 
be dep^indent op the good reports of the officers of the department, I 
do consider rtat things will much improve. Then, again, there must 
Be frequent rfianges in the personnel of the important posts. We know 
that one officer is kept in one post for a pretty long time. This is 
the practice both in the Calcutta Police and also in the Excise Depart- 
pwflaWthei^ is net frequent change in the personnel of the posts. If 
there were frequent changes, many irregularities would have been dis- 
closed. So, if there are frequent changes in the postings of excise 
officers, tteibery and corruption will cease or will be brought to light 
from time to time. With these few words, Sir, T move my motion. 

Huilvi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, my friend, Mr. P. Baner |4 began his 
activfties in 1929, and I am glad to find that he is still going strong. 
Sir, although Ihere is a good deal of feeling in this matter, and my 
friend lias been very eloquent in denouncing corruption and bribery, 
yet I must, without any offence, express nly feeling that it is rather 
an abuse of our privilege to make general, vague and drastic denun- 
ciation of the officials of Government, who are, after all, puBlic 
. servants. Thei^ is no doubt — I have, of course, no definite knowledge, 
but it is only my guess-work — ^tbere is no doubt that there are bl^k 
sheep in ever>' spb^ of life, whether in the public service or outside 
it; but to make a' general denunciation and allegation that high 
officials of Government are bribed,' Itnd for this reason they want^ 
suppress, if I may say so, cases or things like that, Isi wAher an abuse, 
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a 0 1 Have said, of our privilege as moHsbers oi this Souse. There hat 
beta — and there will always be as long as the 4rorld lasts — some bribesy 
and corruption in every walk of life, but to say that officers of Govem- 
ment — ^and particularly excise officers — are, as a body, more or less, 
more corrupt than the rest of the people is not right. My friend has 
said that there are serious cases which 'have com# to his notice. In ^ 
that case, 1 thinki as a public man and as a member of this Cbunoil,^ 
it was his Business, and if I may go further, it was his duty, to brin|f 
to the notice of the department specific cases instead of denouncing the 
excise officials on the floor of this House and then wait for action. 

Mir. P. BANERJI : It is your own business to do these things by the 
back-door method. ** 

Mttlivi ABUL KASEM: There is no question here. Sir, of the back- 
door or any other method. If I have a complaint— and I hope the 
Hon’ble Minister for the Medical De{)artment will bear me out — ^if I 
have a ^specific complaint to make, to write demi-officially regarding 
that to any Meml)er of Government is not a back-door business ; back- 
door business is quite a different matter. But instead of doing that 
and drawing the notice of Goverament or of responsible officers to such 
matters, to come here and to denounce the whole hoAy of excise officers 
is hardly justified. Mr. P. Banerji has himself said that certain people 
of the Excise Department detected the illicit distillatioiv^^bf liquor or 
something of that kind, but that for fear of losing their ippointmente 
they did not disclose the information, because high officers of the 
depiirtment were interested in the matter. That is a statement which 
should be contradicted, and I am contradicting it. (Mb. P. Banebji : 
It should be contradicted by the Government.) Whelher by or fof the 
Government is not the question. Here, we are responsible people who 
have to make statements with a certain sense of responsibility attd not 
talk at random because we are privileged to so. If mihnbers of 
the Excise Department detected illicit distillation, or whatever it 
was, how can you denounce the whole body of men as corrupt and dis- 
honest? This is a contradiction in terms. There may be people who 
are guilty of corruption, as I have said before, in all wfiks of life, and 
r can also say that there is corruption in this world with men ui power 
and in politics. 

As regards the question why it took four years to find out that 
illicit distillation was going on 

Mrv PRESIDENT: You need not go into that. ^ ^ 

Milfivi, AJIUL KASEM: But, Sir, Mr. P. Ban<#ji hi^ tiferred to 

ihift. 
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Mr.PRESIOeilT: But he was restrained ; you need not go into that 
any more. 


Maitivi ABUL KASEM: The only thing that I have to say is that 
the department requires a little ItKdting alter, and that the Hon’bl© 
Jdinister should try to make the officers of the department, high and 
low alike, like Caesar’s wife, above suspicion. 

Rai Bahadur Dri HARIDHAN DUTT: Sir, I rise to say, a few 
words about the effect of the administration of the Excise Department 
in Calcut^. I must at once say that during the last few years we 
have realiised that there has been some improvement in resjHict of 
the prevalence of bribery, corruption, etc. Personally, Sir, 1 do not 
think that AJr. P. Banerji i<!» justified in making this sort of denun- 
ciation against anybody and everybody in the Excise Department. 1 
understand, Sir, that the excise administration in Calcutta mainly 
depends upon two bodies, viz., the ('Collector of Exc ise and the Licensing 
Board. So far as the (’ollector and his staff are concerned, I must admit 
that there has been a good deal of improvement during the last few 
years. I remember, Sir, that ten or fifteen years ago there was a 
prevailing Reeling that if you wanted to have a grog shop, all that 
you had fu^do was, somehow or other, to insinuate yourself into the 
good gi’aces of the (’ollector and his subordinate staff. 1 must admit 
that that feeling has now jiassed away and that the people who now 
want a lieense have realized that the days that existed twenty years 
ago have now gone away also. The ('ollector, the gentleman who is 
now holding the post, and his predecessors are all known to us — 
men who are absolutely incorruptible. Be.sides, those who are now in 
search of grog vshops or w'ho w'aut a license have realized that the 
de(Usion does not lie with the Collector and his subordinate staff, 
but with another body, viz., the Licensing Board. We have our 
quarrels with the Licensing Board, but F cau quite boldly say that the 
Licensing Board, as it now exists, cannot be accused of corruption. 
Certainly not. We have our quarrels, and some of us who are asso- 
ciated with thft Excise De]>artment as representatives of the Temperance 
Federation had our quarrels when the Government appointed the 
present Idcensing Board. But that is a different story. I must admit 
that the present Licensing Board does not meet with the approval 
of the pwple of Calcutta, but at the same time w’e must admit that 
the Licensing Board consisting of eminent men at the present moment 
is such that no accusation of corruption can be levelled against them. 


Mn NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: On a ^int of order, Sir. Is 
the Licensing Board any part of the excise administration in Calcutta P 
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Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: It may or may not be a 

part- of the Excise Department, but it has a great deal to do with the 
excise administration in Calcutta. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think any attack of this description 
was launched upon this l)ody. »So you Heed not dwell On this matter. 


Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: At any rate, what 1 feel 
is that the atmosphere which prodiictxl corruption and bribery in 
Calcutta has improved, but whul I do feel at the same lime is that 
there is some amount of mismanagement which I may say leads jieople 
to think that there exists some corruption somc'where. 1 may refer in 
this connection to the sale of alcohol at midnight. If a man wants a 
bottle of alcohol, there is no ditiiculty for him to get it. 1 personally 
know that that is not due to any corimptiou or bribery on the part of 
the officers of the Excise I)ej)artment, hut' the reason has to be sought 
somewhere. Generally sjx*aking, people cannot make oT distinction 
between this and that, and they, therefore, say that the Excise Depart- 
ment is corrupt and that bribery goes on there. So, what 1 feel is 
that the Phxcise Depaitmeiit ought to look into this matter and tiy 
to find out how alcohol can be obtained simply for the asking, provided 
you pay a little higher price at night when its sale is prohibited. If 
efficient steps are taken the suspicion that there arc bribery and 
corruption and things like that going on in this de'partment will thus 
to a great extent be minimized, if not altogether done away with. 
Sir, the other day we have heard that there are a good many jH^ople 
who are carrying on the salt* of illicit liijuor at night and wlio earn 
a good amount of money through this means. 1 would like to know 
from the ITon’ble Minister what steps the department has taken to 
put down that sort of thing. It is a notonous la(‘t which cannot be 
ignored that if a man wants a Ixittle of wine at 12 o clock in the 
night, all that he has to do is to go to certain (pjariers and certain 
people and pay 25 per cent, more than the actual value, and he will 
get it. This is one of the things to which I wish to draw the attention 
of the excise authorities. 

There is another thing. Sir. My friends must have noticed that 
very recently some night clubs have sprung into existence in Calcutta 

of course, I am not going to mention any names. Some of these 

clubs are mdhing hut drinking booths where wine can be had at night. 
Why the Pkeise Department cannot take stepa to put them down is a 
thing which I cannot understand. It may not be due to bril)6ry or 
corni])tion, but all the same the people expect the tlxeise Department 
to take steps to put an end to these things, so that, perhaps, for the 
laches of other people the excise officers may not have to bear the 
brunt of this evil name and suffer under suspicion of bribery and 
corruption. As I have already said, Sir, I must admit that during 
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the last few years there has been a decided improvement in the working 
of the Excite Department, and a part of the credit of this is certainly 
due to the present authorities of the Excise Department. 

Wr. K. C. RAY OHOWDHURY: Sir, I will not take much time 
of the House, as most of the points thaf have been raised by Mr. Banerji 
have already been replied to. I would like to point out that the sale 
of liquor is carried on at night not on account of the corruption of 
officers, but because of the existence of corrupting agents, and the 
number of such people who go about and obtain liquor at night after 
closing hours is many. I know, Sir, that complaints have been made 
by excise officers that corrupting agents through the help of lawyers 
and solicitors and even Council Members have been going about. I was 
a mei^ber of the Licensing Board, and as such I know of this state of 
affairs existing in Calcutta. Rai Bahadur Di’. Haridhan Dutt was a 
member of the Licensing Board, and it is strange for him to say that 
the member of the Licensing Board have any hand in granting licenses. 
The licensing Board has nothing to do with that ; they simply consider 
the question of site and location of shops and nothing else. It is 
the police which is responsible for the detection of night sales. Sir, 
if 'a man wants to have a drink at any time at night, he will have 
it by any means, and this can never be stopped by the appointment 
of detectives. Then from the i>oint of view of temj>erance, it will 
serve no useful purjmse to prevent sales of liquor at night. Most of 
the respectable clubs are supposed to close their shops at a certain 
hour at night, but I know of cases where on receipt of a telephone 
call after that hour, they have surreptitiously supplied liciuor. You 
cannot blame the excise officers for that ; I do say, Sir, that the morale 
of the officers of the Excise Department has materially improved. 
There is not the least doubt about that. The fact that excise matter 
is discussed in this Council and, that steps are taken as a result of 
such discussions, has made the officers almost tremble before they 
think of accepting an illegal gratification. I also know, Sir, that 
excise officers all over Bengal are afraid of Council questions and 
ministerial interference and of circulars from the headquarters. We 
are thankful to Mr. Banerji for brin,ging this to the notice of the 
public, and I 'say that this will bring about a better result than any 
definite policy that he is anxious to see initiated in the matter. 

Mfi NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U! I must confess that the debate 
has been rather a bewildering one to‘ me. Mr. Banerji started almost 
by saying that all the officers were corrupt. Then the defenders of the 
department have got up and said : Well, some of them are taking 
bribes; and the last speaker has said that because of Council questions 
and because of ministerial despatches and circulars^ they have 8io|p)ed 
taking bribes. . Pmonally speaking, I have no imowledge of tha 
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matter, and I was just waiting to get what light I could from the 
Speakers before me. Rai Bahadur Haridhan Dutt said soi^athing about 
the Licensing Board which I understood was not a pa^pt of the depar^ 
ment and was not included in the charges made by Mr. Banerji. 
Mr. Ray Chowdhury got up and said, member^ of Licensing Board 
are bribed by lawyers and solicitors. I am surprised that he should 
have the hardihood to say that lawyers and solicitors go about bribing 
the members of the Licensing Boards. In this connection, I should 
like to refer to the homily of Maulvi Abul Kasem that it was the 
duty of Mr. Banerji to bring the malpractices to the notice of the 
department, and say that it is equally the duty of Mr. Ray Ohowdhury 
to bring these lawyers and solicitors to the notice of the proi)er 
authorities. With great respect to the previous speakers, the one 
feeling that emerges from this discussion is that though there has 
been a great deal of improvement in the morale of the services during 
the last few years, much yet remains to be done. As 1 have said, 
there is nothing I know of [)er8onally, but that is the feeling of 
everyone after hearing the speeches of members having an inside 
knowledge like Rai Bahadur I>i-. Dutt and Mr. Ray (^lowdhury. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWDHURY: May I offer a ])ersonal explana- 
tion, Sir? I am not a member of the Licensing Board, and 1 have 
not got to face any temptation. I never said that any attempt was 
made by lawyers and solicitors to corrupt the members of the Licensing 
Boards. What I said was that lawyers and solicitors were apiK)inted 
by offenders to influence the officials. 

The Hon’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 find it 
difficult to meet the allegations of Mr. Banerji. They are vague, 
colourless and very swoejiing. If they were sjxuufio and pointed, 
Government would have been glad to enquire into those charges. It 
is very difficult to meet arguments like those jiut forward by the 
hon’ble the mover that all the departments of Government are corrupt 
including the Excise Department. Sir, if the whole (Tovemment are 
tarr?d with one bimsh, they (‘an only be pitied, and nothing more need 
be said about those allegations. 

Sir, I had occasion to say in reply to Mr. Basil’s motion that Gov- 
ernment appointed the Special Detective Department to check illicit 
distillation, and they now propose to extend^ its activities outside 
Calcutta. I may inform the House that Government are very vigilant 
about the work of the Special Department, and this department has 
;be€n plaead directly in the charge of the Excise Commissioner him- 
self 80 that he can supervise and guide the activities of the depart- 
ment, and he does so personally. I repudiate the charge that an 
attSfijjipt is' going on to withdraw the prosecution against the accused 
peMons in eonnection with the Gariahat case} No simh rumour has 
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yet reached Government, and 1 hope there is no foundation of it. 1 
can assure the House that there is none. I may repeat that Goverm 
ment are taking elaborate steps and will spare no efforts to bring this 
case to a successful termination. 

Sir, Mr. Banerji suggests that like the iCriminal Investigation 
Department of the Police, there should be an Excise Criminal Investi- 
gation Department. We have just begun the experiment with the 
iPpecial Department, and if necessary, and if experience shows that 
the present arrangement is not sufficient, Government may have to 
extend Special Department and create a Criminal Investigation De- 
partment like that in the Police Department. I am grateful to 
Maulvi Abul Kasem and Rai Bahadur Dr. Dutt for all they have 
said about the morale of the Excise Department during the last few 
years. That is also the experience of .Government. It is improving 
and improving very rapidly. 

About the sale, illicitly, of liquor after a particular hour at night 
by some of the clubs, I may point out that the clubs take no license 
for the sale of liquor and so long as they do not sell to non-members 
they do not violate the excise law. There have been police and 
Excise raids on so-called clul>s to cheek such abuses. The law which 
they break is in connection with the sale to outsiders, that is, to non- 
members of the clubs, and it is for the Excise Department to keep them 
under check. And I am sure the Commissioner of Police is also very 
vigilant alwut it, and he too takes steps to counteract such tendencies: 
It is very easy for any body to make vague insinuations throwing 
mud on the officers of the department. I hope Mr. Banerji will think 
of the effect of his speech in this House. It may give the impression 
that all the officers of the department, high and low, are open to 
bribery and corruption, irrespective of their position, irrespec'tive of 
their education, irrespective of their status in life. The effect of 
such observations is certainly very unfortunate, and that should be 
Icondemned by every responsible person in this House and outside. 

With these few words. Sir, I oppose the motion. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Babu PREMHARI BARM A: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
oi Rfl. 2,16,000 under the head “6A — Excise Superintendence^* be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the action of the Government in allow- 
ing country spirit licenses to be held by practising lawyers and 
engineers). 

Sir, 80 far the Government have stated that their excise policy con- 
sists in providing employment for the greatest number of unemployed, 
educated and respectable persons, by granting excise licenses. This 
assurance, I understandi has also been renewed by the present H<mfble 
Minister in charge of Excise. And if such be the dedand polioy ai 
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the Government, one may rightly hope that such policy has been 
honestly followed, and hitherto excise licenses granted must have been 
given to persons who are really in search of employment. Certainly, 
one would be naturally disappointed if one finds that in Calcutta, excise 
licenses have been granted to persons who are actually practising 
lawyers and engineers. This is contrary to the excise policy of the 
Government. If I remember aright, when Mr. G. P. Hogg was the 
Commissioner of Excise, Bengal, in 1924, he issued a circular to the 
effect (circular No. 8121-8148E., dated the 24th Januar>’, 1924) that 
officers should be particular about granting excise licenses to anybody 
who was a pleader or a professional man or holding any appointment 
already, or who would * ‘endeavour to cany on some other business with 
the licensed shop as a standby.” Perhaps, Mr. Hogg issued this cir- 
cular with the object that persons who are already holding an appoint- 
ment or who might get a chance elsewhere, might not deprive a really 
needy person of his legitimate chances. Secondly, country' spirit and 
drug vendors who are strictly under law obliged to sit in their shoiw, 
may not regularly attend their shop to ensure better management and 
keep a watch over their salesmen instead of leaving their business to 
them. Rule 197 of Bengal Excise Manual, Volume II, on iwige 92 also 
enjoins that in the matter of granting excise licenses ‘‘a man who j^er- 
sonally manages his shop should Iw i)referred us a licensee to one who 
does not do so and particularly to an absentee, who holds a number of 
shops often scattered through several districts. It is a common j>ractice 
for an alxsentee licensee of this kind to make his salesmen to jmv him 
a cei'tain sum j>er gallon or seer of article sold and to leave* them to 
make what tliey can over and al>ove this sum. All arrangement ot this 
kind is a direct inducement to the salesmen to resort to illicit ])ractice8 
— such as dilution, giving short measure, the use of false weight, and 

charging excessive prices t’nless close suin^iwision is exercised by 

an honest vendor, illicit practices must almost inevitably occur, and 
close sui)ervision is imix)ssible unless the vendor is |)ersonally present 
in his shop most of the time it is open.” Even the Hon’lde Minister 
admitted in his Council Sj^eech, dated the 14th March, 1944, that ex- 
cise revenue was naturally an elastic one and close sii}M.*rvision over 
shops and subordinate staffs w'as always necessary to minimise the 
chance of leakage.” Sir, although, attendance in an excise shop is 
essential, I do not know for what reason on eaHh these licensees are 
exempted from attending their resjiective shojw, while other license^ 
are compelled to sit in their shops i)ii irain of cancellation of their 
licenses. For reason of their not attending their shops, the manage- 
ment of these shops is naturally expected to be far from satisfactory. 
One of fhe licensees even had his license -once cancelled, but be got it 
back on appeal. Sir, the principles followed should of course be uni- 
form. justification is there for granting excise licenses to a 

prof^Bional man actually clinging to his profession or calling in con- 
travention of the general principle of the Excise Deportment. Sir, I 
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JUta NA^IENDRA NARAYAN RAY: Sir, I beg to move, that the 
demand of Rs. 17,76,000 under the head “6— Excise’* be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (necessity of repealing the Tobacco (Sales Licensing) Act]. 

The object of my motion is to draw the attention of Government to 
^ the necessity of repealing the Tobacco (Sales Licensing) Act, 1935. 
Sir, the district of Rangpur has been the worst sufferer from the pre- 
sent economic depression. The price of jute does not fetch even the 
bare cost of production, and there is not the slightest chance for its 
rise in the near future. There is no other crop which can be adopted 
as a substitute for jute. Moreover, the district has no other important 
crop save and except tobacco. In these days of acute economic crisis, 
the people in the district used to get Some relief from the production 
of tobacco. But the Tobacco (Sales Licensing) Act has greatly told 
upon the production of this crop. Since the passing of this Act the 
people of the district has been so much upset that the cultivators in 
some localities have practically given up growing tobacco. Though 
this statute is not meant to affect the cultivators, still they entertain 
some apprehension of mischief in producing this crop. Again, although 
the Act does lU)t directly affect the cultivators, it affects them to a 
great extent indirectly. The cultivators usually sell their tol>acco to 
small i^uyers of the locality, and as these buyers have to pajy some 
tax under the provisions of this Act, they offer a lower price to the cul- 
tivators who have no other alternative but to sell their produce at the 
price dictat<‘(l by the buyers. Thus, the statute in question is affecting 
adversely the cultivators also, and the people in my district will breathe 
a sigh of relief if the Act is rei)ealed at an eaily date. 


The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: Sir, 1 regiet I was not in 

the House when the hon’ble member made his opening remarks, but I 
understand that his complaint is that the imposition of this small tax, 
which takes the form of a vendor’s fee, has had a detrimental influence 
on the price of tobacco, llie hon’ble member has not put forward any 
fact in 8upjH)rt of his contention, and this is the first time since the 
Act was passed, that I hav? heard it suggested that the tax has affect- 
ed the price of tobacco; in fact, since the Act was brought into force 
in September, 1935, I have received no complaint whatsoever either in 
regard to the effect of the tax on the price of tobacc.o or its effect on 
the cultivator of tobacco. I cannot give *ahy weight to statements 
which are not supported by facts. When discussions on the Bill were 
in progress in the House, I maintained thet this small vend fee pay- 
able by retail and wholesale vendors would have no effect whatsoever 
on the price of tobacco; I still maintain that position. I oppose the 
motion. 


The motion was then out and lost. 
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llai Bahaiiur JOCEM CHANDRA SEN: I beg to move thai^the 
demand of Rs. 17,75,000 under the head — Excise'^ be reduced by 
Bs, 100. * 

Sir, the object of my motion is to find out ways and means by which* 
consumption of liquor, etc., may be minimised. The Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the department is well aware of the present economic con- 
dition of the country. That the economic condition of the country- is 
very bad at jjresent is evident from the fact that the Hqn’ble Menil^r 
in charge of Finiince is going to ask for a grant of Its. 2,00,000 for 
famine relief. So when this condition prevails in the country, we 
should see that the people do not spend a farthing either for smoking 
ganja or drinking liquor. 1 would, therefore, re{juest the Hon' hie 
Minister to be good enough to devise ways and means i)y which he can 
put a stop to or at least minimise this evil. I am anxious to see the 
country dry because thereby we would save not only so many millions 
of rupees but so many i)eople from ruination. This is a v(‘rv modest 
request, and I hoi>e the Hon’ hie Minister will be pleased to comply 
with it. 

Dr, NARE8H CHANDRA CEN GUPTA: Sir, I support this motion. 
The hon’ble mover has pleaded with the Hon’ble Minister to And out 
ways and means. Evidently the hon’ble mover is not aware that cer- 
tain ways and means have been very fully thought out ; they have been 
discussed in this Council and elsewhere, but Government have obsti- 
nately refused to adopt those ways and means of reducing the consump- 
tion of excisable articles. The means for doing it in this country is 
very simple. Thi^ question of prohibition in America was a vastly 
difficult job. The question of prohibition in England is impossible. 
But this is a country which is essentially a dry one. Ninety jier cent, 
or more of the jx»ople in this province never touch an excisable article. 
In this country it is the easiest of all things to reduce the consumption 
of liquor. The moral opinion of the people is strongly against the 
indulgeiu’o in excisable nrticlels. Therefore, if only we had a courageous 
scheme of local option enforced all over the iirovincM^, I am sure no 
question of any more drastic legislation for having a dry Bengal would 
be neces 8 ar 3 \ Local option would kill the ccinsumjdion of excisable 
articles. It would kill the excise revenue also, but I think Govern- 
ment can look with equanimity on that loss of excise revenue, for I 
am sure Government wiiftd be lAnefited otherwise. When peojde will 
give up this evil habit, their economic value will lie increased and Gov- 
ernment will be always able to find out new ways and means of raising 
taxation to cj^unter-talance The loss of excise revenue. When Govern- 
ment really want revenue, they can always find out the means of rais- 
ing it. We knew it last year when in a period of great distress Gov- 
emnmnt were able to pass a number of Acts by which at any rate some 
small revenue was obtained. Apart firom that, when the excise revenue 
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or tends to disappear, as it did dnrixig the days of Ae civil dis- 
obedience movement, Government could but g|in and bear the loss. 
Why not^make a generous and charitable gesture '‘for the benefit and 
uplift of the people’' P Let us have local option at any rate in some 
modified form, and if we have it, I am sure this evil will disappear. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The House is 
aware that the policy which Government follow in matters of excise 
ie ’^maximum revenue with minimum consumption and Government 
stick to that policy. This question of local option or making the 
country dry has been very carefully considered by Government and 
by this House from time to time. But they came to the conclu- 
sion on every occasion that this local option or any attempt to 
make the country dry may stop the consumption of licit liquor or 
licit excisable articles, but will not really make the country dry. 
It will only give an impetus to more illicit distillation and more 
smuggling. That has been the uniform experience of Governments 
in other countries. As I said this morning, that because of the high 
fees which we charge and which are much higher than those in any 
other major province, the taxes have reached the danger point and 
it niigjljt, because of the economic depression, lead people addicted to 
drinking to take to further illicit distillation. Instead of reducing the 
fees, Govenimemt have left them where they are. That shows that 
Government are not at all anxious to increase their revenue at the 
teost of the morality of the people. During the last few years there 
has been considerable reduction mainly due to economic depression in 
the consumption of excisable articles, but that has not in any vay 
improved the morality of the country. Those who are addicted to 
drinking or to taking opium or to opium smoking, take to smuggling 
and illicit distillation, and the hon’ble members are aware that illicit 
distillation is often fbllowed by other administrative difficulties which, 
instead of leading to peace in the countryside, often result in riots 
and an increase of theft and burglary. Therefore, it means not only 
administrative difficulties but more expenditure on police and other 
unprofitable subjei’ts. So, Government do not think the time is really 
ripe to try local option or to make the country dry. The rat^ of fees 
is quite high and that is by itself a sufficient discouragement to those 
^vho cannot afford to take to drinking, and beyond that Government 
are not in a position to go, because they ie^ that it will produce no 
desirable result, but on the contraiy^ the effect* might b© very undesir- 
able. On these grounds I oppose ths motion. 

* ♦ 

Mft NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, may I pokft out to the 

Hon’ble Minister that he has not replied to one pbrtion of the hon’ble 
mover’s argument. The Rai Bahadur wants to find out a 8ub|^itute 
for ganja. The Hon’ble Minister has not said anything in reply to that. 
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, Mr. PRESIDENT: Perhaps he wants a suWommittee to be 
lomied for the purpose* with Mr. Basu as its Chairman. 

% 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR BASU: No, no. Sir. I donH .want to 
be the|'e. 

The Hofi’ble Sir BMOY PRASAD SItICH ROY: 1 would su^^est 
cocaine. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The main demand was then put and agreed to. 


7.— Stamfis. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: Sir, on the recommendation 
of II is Excellency the (jfovornor, I bi'g to move that a sum of 
Es. 5,21 ,(KX) be granted for expenditure under the head “7 — Stamps.’’ 

Motiom for reduction. 

Matlivi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,H9,0(X) under the head “7 — Stamps — B — Judicial — Charges for 
the sale of stamps’’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (exorbitant value of judicial 
stamps). 

This is a very old matter, Sir, and anyone knows that the value of 
ji^iciaj stamps is very exorbitant. It is very difficult for a poor man 
to go fo a court for justice for the redress of hia grieimncea, and hence 
the amount should be decreased at any rate. I was a legal practitioner 
in the criminal court, and I have personal knowledge that poor people 
cannot ask for’ justice or cannot even submit their petitions to the 
courts oniscoount of heavy court-fees. This is the case, Sir, in every 
criminal court in Bengal, as well as in the civil oourts. The whole 
country is feeling the difficulty all along since the introduction of the 
Court-fees Act. At any rate, I pray that the exorbitant amount of 
judicial and non-judicial stamps should be decreased.. With these 
few w'ords. Sir, I commend ray motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA; Mr. President; Sir, I 
support this motion. Sir, in ancient times every kfUg would most 
str^pgly repudiate the suggestion that he was selling justice, but we 
have . been for years selling justice with a vengeance— 
(Mn. H. S. SuHRAWAUDT : Not selling justice, but selling law.) — 
filing the brand of justice that you are administering with a ven- 
geoiice* Sir, the figures for the sale of court-fee stamps and the 
7 
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expenditure on the administration of justice constitute a most interest^ 
ing study. The total expenditure on the administration of justice, for 
whieh court-fees ought in all reason to pay, is Rs. 73,40,000 only, ^d 
the total income from the sale of court-fee stamps — I am qifoting from 
the Budget figures for the next year— is Rs. 2,18,50,000, that !% about 
three times the total expenditure on the administration of justice^ Sir, 
I know that at the present time court-fees are not for the purpose of 
the courts, but for the benefit of my hon’ble friends on the Treasury 
bench. It is for the benefit of the general administration. Well, 
Sir, let us for the moment accept that, theory. Is there any justifica- 
tion, I ask, to raise court-fees beyond all reasonable limits, making it 
extremely difficult for litigants to come to courts and carry through 
any litigation? There has been this distress in the country, but dis- 
tress does not tend to diminish the causes of action ; it rather tends to 
increase them. Increase of court^fees at a time when the people are 
suffering from economic distress means that justice is denied to them, 
and it can be said that in many cases people have to pocket their 
grievances rather than go to the courts and pay the exorbitant court- 
fees which are charged — court-fees which are less than one-third of 
what is needed to maintain the courts in the style in which they are 
being maintained. Court-fees liave always been in excess of the 
re(iiiirement8 of justice for years, but in 1923, when the Government 
were faced with a deficit Budget, the figures of court-fees were raised 
all round witli the result that Government managed to balance the 
Budget, but the people had to bear a great burden. But, that, Sir, 
was not all. Tlie very high court-fees which are now charged under the 
Act of 1923 have been improved uiwii in rec‘,ent years. In the first 
place, there are the High Court’s rules by which all sorts of additional 
court-fees have become chargeable upon all sorts of petitions— petitions 
which were not liable to court-fees in the past. I am afraid it is not 
everybody who realises how much that means — it must be a verj’^ large 
amount. Then, again, Sir, we have amended the Court-fees let in 
order to get rid ol what has been glibly called the evasion of court- 
fees; because the Court-fees Act allowed the plaintiff to value his suit 
in his own way in some case and because people valued their grievances 
according to their own estimates, it was said that this was evasion. 
We passed an amending Act in this Council — not one but more than 
one enactmentr— by which the liability to pay court-fees has been enor- 
mously .increased. New valuations have been put on all these cases 
which will involve a good deal of further expenditure, but that is not 
all. The latest thing is the rules framed under the last CourWees 
(Amendment) Act by the Government of Bengal which have been 
published only in the last issue of the Calcutta Gazette. They show 
what an amount of meticulous care the authorities responsible for draft-, 
mg thiwr rules have taken in order to squeeze out as mueb mon^^ 
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oan out of the litigants being absolutely reckless of the incon- 
venience and trouble it would ca^ to them. In those rules schedules 
have been given, and in one of the columns of the schedules hate baen 
stated the , particulars which a person has got to give along with Ms 
plaint foF pun)Oses of valuation. Well, it will be ]*emembered that 
under t^ present law the matter gi^es to the Collector for valuation. 
Now, 'suppose a person who has a title to a large zemindarij including 
landed properties, dwelling houses, fisheries bils^ and other things, 
suppose such a person wants to institute a suit for the declaration of 
his title to that property, suppose he does not want to recover posses* 
sion, or even if he wants to recover possession, in either case he wiU 
have to give elaborate particulars — particulars which will take him 
months and months to collect — and if he is o’ht of possession, then it 
will be impossible for him to funiish those paiiiculars to the Collector 
without which he cannot even get his suit registered! If the object of 
the Court-fees Act or the policy of Government with regard to that 
was to put an end to litigation, the Government could not have devised 
a better means for the purpose than what they have done by the 
recent rules, I submit that it is a most egregious case of injustice ; 
it is one of tfce most shameful things that people could have thought oLi^ 
in ancient times; and although we have passed that stage and have 
reconciled ourselves to the idea of selling justice, there is still room for 
feeling a little bit ashamed of selling justice at such a forbidding cost. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: Sir, Maulvi Abdul Hakim 
moves this motion with great regularity, and ever>' year he makes the 
same observations. The demand relates purely and simply to the 
administration of the Stamp Acts as passed by this Council, and I Lave 
always thought it somewl^t inconsistent that, in connection with a 
demand which is put forward in order to obtain mone> to administer 
the Stamp Acts — to obtjiiu a supply of slampfv—tlie whole policy of the 
Stamp and Court-fee Acts should be brought under discussion, lilaulvi 
Abdul Hakim is a criminal lawyer, and he seems to be of the opinion 
that the fee payable by complainants in criminal cases — 1 forgt*t 
whether it is one rupee or eight anna.s — he seems to think that the fees 
are too heavy, but I suggest that one rupee is a very much smaller 
burden than the fee charged by the Maulvi Sahib for the combined 
services of himself and his clerk plus, probably, the hookah charge 
made by the local Mukhtears’ Library. 

Sir, Dr. Sen Gupta talked about ancient times when justice was not 
sold, I do not admit for one moment his insinuation that justice is 
now sold, but, if in ancient times no fees were charged when the parties 
appeared before the king, is it not also probable that no lawyers and 
pleaders were allowed to appeal Dr. Sen Gupta cannot have it both 
wayst Apart from that, however, his figures are wrong. He said that 
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the total amount which could be charjred against the receipts under 
“Stamps^* was Es. 73,40,000. I have looked into the Budget, and I 
am surprised that Dr. Sen Gupta was not more accurate. Es. 73,40,000 
rlpresents the voted expenditure in India on the administration of 
justice; it excludes non-voted expenditure, which is quite a large item; 
it excludes pensions and expenditure in England ; it excludes expendi- 
ture on buildings; and it also excludes the entire cost of the criminal 
courts below those of District and Sessions Judges. The expenditure 
incurred on account of Deputy Magistrates trying criminal eases does 
not appear under “Administration of justice,” but under “22 — 
General Administration.” Dr. Sen Gupta’s figures are therefore hope- 
lessly incorrect. But although his figures are inaccurate, I admit that 
under “Court-fees” there is a surplus as compared with the expendi- 
ture, and what I maintain is that such a surplus is in accord with the 
accepted policy of Government. It is also the accepted policy of this 
House for it was this House which passed the Act of 1922-23 and 
raised the court-fees in order to provide funds for “General adminis- 
tration.” So long as that is the policy, as embodied in the Acts, it 
seems to me to serve no useful purpose to raise this question of policy 
in a debate on the demand under “7 — Stamps.” I oppose the motion. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The main demand was then put and agreed to. 


Atijournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Monday, the 16th 
March, 1936, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The CotNCiL met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 16th March, 19d6, at 3 .p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sir Manmatiia Nath RaY 
CnoWDiiunY, of Santo.sh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Kxeeutivc Council, the three II<m ble Ministei^ and Si nominated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

‘^MahabharaV* publication by Mahamahopadhyaya Haridas 
Siddhantabagis. 

*52. Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR BAHAMA: (a) Is the Hon’bls 

Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(i) that the “Mahabharat” is one of the greatest books of the 

world ; 

(ii) that it is virtually an encyclopmdiu of Aryan civilisation in 

India ; 

(in) that one or two editions uf the book jiublished many decades 
before are all exhausted ; 

(iv) that no copy of any reliable edition is available now; 

(t?) that formerly when the book was translated into English by 
Mr. Pratap Chandra Roy, r.i.r:., the Bengal Government, 
The India Government, the other Provincial Governments 
and foreign Governments like the French and German 
Governments gave him pecuniary help to the extent of two 
lakhs of rupees; 

(vi) that one Brahmin Pandit — Mahamahopadhyaya Haridas 
Siddhantabagis — has been publishing in monthly parts an 
unique edition of the book; 

trit) that about half of the book has been published by him; but 
that for want of funds he has been feeling great difiiculty 
in proceeding with the publication? 
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(i) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what financial 
help has befen given by the Government to the said Pandit? 

(c) If no financial help has yet been given, what is the reason for 

it? " ' , 

(d) Do the Government intend giving any pecuniary help to the 
Pandit, next year? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
HofPble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haqtie): (fi) (1) and (n) Yes. 

(m) and (iv) Government have no information. 

(v) Government have no information except that this Government 
contributed Es. 7,400. 

(vi) to (vm) Yes. 

(6) and (c) No direct financial assistance has been given, but seven 
copies are being subscribed for Government Arts Colleges. 

(d) No assurance can be given. 

Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: With reference to 
answers (/>) and (c), will tlie Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state bow 
many Government arts colleges are there in the province? 

Tha Hon^ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUEs I tan not enu- 
merate the number. But there are the Presidency, Islamia, Chitta- 
gong, Dacca Intermediate, Eajsliahi, Krisbnagar and Chinsura 
Colleges. 

Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Will Government 
subscribe for every college one set of books? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE; I have already 
answered that seven sets are already being subscribed and as further 
volumes are required, they will be subscribed. 


Allowinoea to Jurora In Mymonsingh. 

*53. Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: WiU 

the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased 
to state— 

(a) What is the usual rate at which the jurors (t) special and 
(u) ordinary, respectively, are being paid as halting charges 
in each of the several districts where the system of tri^ by 
jury prevails? 
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(h) What is the usual rate of halting at which the jurors, 
(i) speh^l and (it) ordinary, have been paid for each of 
the years^|jx)m 1925 to 1935 in the district of M\inensingh ? 

(c) What is the '^lual rate^at wiich jurors in Mymensingh are 

being paid a#. 'maeage? i 

(d) Whether it is a fact that in Mymensingh owing to the vastness 

of the district and the absence of railway communication in 
the major part of the district, the jurors have to travel 
long distances in attending the sessions trial y 

(e) Whether as a consequence of the small and inadequate sums 

paid as halting there is a general discontent among persons 
in the Jury List and there is unwillingness on the part of 
respectable people to attend sessions trials as jurors with 
the resulting deterioration of the quality of jury trial in 
Mymensingh. 

(/) What is the special reason for reducing the halting chargt'S 
in recent years in Mymensingh? 

(g) Whether it is a fact that no minimum amount it fixed for 

halting charges to be allowed to the jurors and it is all left 
to the whims of each Sessions Judge? 

(h) Whether the Government (insider the desirability of fixing 

a minimum of allowances to be paid to the jurors? 

(i) Whether the Government are considering the desirability of 

asking the District Judge of Mymensingh to revise the rate 
in view, among other reasons, of the rise of prices of 
foodstuff? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hofi’ble 
Bir Brojendra Lai Mitter): («) The member is referred to the answers 
given to clauses (? ) and (ii) of the starred question No. 49 asked by 
him on 19th August, 1935. 

(b) In 1925-26, special jurors were paid at Rs. 3 to Rs. 6 and 
common jurors at Rs. 2 to Rs. 5 per day including travelling allowance. 
From 1927 to June, 1932, both special and common jurors were paid, 
besides travelling allowance, at Re. 1-8 per diem from the first date of 
attendance till discharge. From July, 1932, to February, 1934, the 
rate was the same but no baiting charges were paid for the first and 
the last dates of attendance. Since then the rate of halting charge for 
common jurors has been from Re. 1 to Re. 1-8. 

(c) Special jurors are paid at intermediate cl|ui8 rates and common 
jurors at third class rates when travelling railway or steamer. 
They are also paid motor bus fares between places where motor bus is 
th% ordinary method of transport and boat hire during the rains at 
Rs. 2 per diem for a journey consisting of 20 miles. 
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(d) Only about 25 per cent, of the jurori have to travel com- 
paratively long distances. 

(e) Although occasional complaints were made to the Judges, no- 
body expressed unwillingness to serve as juror nor has there been any 
resultant deterioration in the quality of jury trials. 

(f) No special reduction has been made for Mymensingh. 

(g) Sessions Judges exercise their dis^Tetion in sanctioning the 
amounts in individual cases. 

(h) and (/) No. 

BabuSATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: With reference 
to answer (/>), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether 
the latest reduced rate in in accordance with any rule laid down by 
Government uv whether it depends on the discretion of the Judge:' 

The Hotl’hle 8ir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: I understand that 
the rule is a minimum Re. 1 and a maximum Re. 1-S, and between 
these* two limits the Judge has discretion. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: In answer to 
quewstion {h), the Hon’ble Member stated that before it was Rs. 2 to 
Rh. 5; what is the reason for reduction ol Re. 1 duiiiig the last two 
years ? 

The Hofi'ble 8ir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: The rates from 
Rs. 3 to Rs, 5 and Rs. 2 to Rs. o include tTavelling allowance and that 
from Re, 1 to Re. I-(S is exclusive of travelling allowance. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: How does tlie Hon’ble Member 
know that the (quality of the jury trial has not deteriorated? 

The Han^ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: We kno^^, Sir, 
from the results. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon ble Member be 
pleased to st<a1e whether any expression of unwillingness to serve as 
jurors is either allowed by law or by Judges? 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: OShand, I should 
say no. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAK8H; AVith regard to tlie importance of 
jury trial, are Government prepared to provide quarters for ^tbe 
jurors? 
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TN Hon’IHt 6ir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: That does not 
.arise out of the question. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY GHOWDHUrVi Is it not a fact 
that on the common jury list there are many middle-class gentlemen 
of education? 

The HOfl’ble 8ir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: I am prepared to 
accept that statement. 

Babu8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Is it not inade- 
quate to pay lie, 1 as halting charge including that for servants and 
everything else for a middle-class gentleman of education? 

The HOfl’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: There is no 
reason wh\ we slioiild make that assumption on the basis of the 
minimum. 


Electoral rolls for coming elections. 

*54. Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hon'ble MemWr in 
charge of the Appointment (Reforms^ Department l)e pleased to 
state — 

(i) what steps have been taken to ensure the correct spelling and 
printing of the names of Muslim voters and those of their 
fathers in the electoral rolls for the coming elections under 
the new Government of India Act ; 

(ri) when may the preliminary publication of these rolls be 
expected ; 

(til) whether Government contemplate the provision for proper and 
adequate facilities for having errors and omissions ip the 
electoral rolls rectified in sufficient time before the date 
fixed for the submission of nomination papers by candidates ; 
and 

(ft?) when will the rules and regulations which will govern the 
coming elections be available to the public? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT (REFORM8) DEPART- 
MENT .(the Hon’blc 8ir Robert Roitf)* (0 Orders have not yet 
been issued for the preparation of the final electoral rolls, as the 
Local Goveniment do not yet possess statutory authority for the 
pibpyation of these rops. As the member is doubtless aware, how- 
ever, provisional electoral rolls have been prepared, and an extract 
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from the orders p:overning the preparation of these rolls, which indi- 
cates the steps taken to secure uniform spelling in the case of Muslim^ 
names, is laid on the Library table. 

(it) and {iv) It is not yet possible to give the dates. 

(m) Yes ; the public will be given ample opportunity to correct 
errors when the rolls are published in draft. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: With reference to answer (i), will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what steps have been taken to 
prevent Muslim voters’ names from being mutilated beyond recogni- 
tion, such as Bazlai Karim becoming Brajalal Karim and Hayatulla 
becoming Hridoy Lai? 

Thd Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: We have trust in the intelli- 
gence, care and attention which the various officers concerned devote 
to their task. 

Mftuivi ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased 
to issue definite orders to the effect that persons familiar with Muslim 
names sliould be employed to prejxare Muslim voters’ list, and 
especially to correct the proofs of Muslim voters’ lists? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ROBERT REID: 1 cannot give an undertaking 
to that effect. 


Detenu Babu Bunirmal Ben. 

*55. Mr. P. BANERill: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Political Department be pleased to state where the detenu Babu 
Sunirmal Sen, who was sentenced to five years’ rigorous imprisonment 
in connection with the Sharishabari Bomb case and transferred to the 
Andamans, has been lodged after the expiry of his term of imprison- 
ment? 

(6) Is it a fact that the said detenu retired from the Andamans in 
shattered health, is now having frequent attacks of fever? 

(c) What arrangement has been made for his proper treatment? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Government have directed to deduct 
medical expenses from his allowance? 

(e) Is the Mon’ble Member aware of the hardship of the detenu to 
meet his medical bill from his allowance o! Rs. 25? 

MEMBER in oharp of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (ON HMl’bla 
Bir Robnft Rticf)* (a) Government are not pirepared to givB« tlis 
information. 
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(fe) His healtli on 'return from the Andamans was prood, and he is 
, not having* frequent attacks of fever. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) This is being done in accordance with usual practice. 

(e) No. 

Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHAR E8WAR RAY: AVilh refereiue to 
answer (a), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether this 
gentleman is allowed to receive and write letters to his relatives? 

Th6 Hon’blo Sir ROBERT REID: lie is allowed to do so under 
the rules. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: AVill the Hon’ble Member be pleased to explain 
why Government are not pre{)ared to give the whereabouts of the 
detenus ? 

The HOfl’bie Sir ROBERT REID: Tliat is according to past and 
present practice. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is it not a fact that there has recently 
been a change of policy in the Government? 

• 

The Hon^ble Sir ROBERT REID: Not in this particular respect, 
Sir. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Are the answers given in (h) and (d) not 
conflicting ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a proper question; you may draw 
your own conclusion. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: AH right, Sir. Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state if the detenu is in good health, why orders liave been 
given for deducting medical expenses from his allowame? 

The HoiYbla Sir ROBERT REID: I can only assume, Sir, that 
that was on account of previous illness. His health at present is 
good. 

Mttllvf SYBO MAJID BAKSH: If the two answer^ appear 
cont|adictory on the yery face of it, is not the member entitled to 
give an opportunity to the Hon’ble Member to clear up the difficutlyP 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Please flee section 36 of our Rules and Standing 
Orders. That precludes you from discussing any answer to a question. 
If you want further elucidation, your remedy lies in putting supple- 
mentary questions. 


Detenu Dr. Charu Chandra Banerjee. 

*56. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE; (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in chnige of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a tact that Dr. Charu Chandra Banerjee has been 

kept in detention since 1934 on account of his alleged com- 
plicity with terrorist association or movement; and 

(ri) whether Dr, Banerjee wrote to His Excellency the Governor of 
Bengal asking for an impartial and judicial enquiry into 
his caseP 

(h) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps the Government have taken with 
regard to this letter? 

(c) Is It not a fact that Dr. Banerjee wrote to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, Political Department, challenging the Govern- 
ment to prove his connection with any terrorist activity? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member please state what reply have the Government given to this 
challenge P 

(fl) Is the Hou’ble Member aware — 

(t) that at the lime of his arrest Dr. Banerjee was President of the 
All-India Socialist Party and of the Bengal Branch of the 
All-India Trade Union Congress; 

(ii) that Dr. Banerjee had asserted in his letters to Government 

that as President of the abovenamed organisations he could 
not allow himself to be implicated with terrorists without 
those bodies themselves; and 

{iii} that Dr. Banerjee had been giving large financial help to both 
. those bodies? 

(f) Is it a fact that Dr. Banerjee is kept in detention because of his 
helping the abovenamed institutions? 

{g) Is it also a fact that Dr. Banerjee was also accused of being a 
member of the Hindusthan Republican Association consisting of 
Bepin Ganguly, Ambica Chakravarti and others? 

(h) If the answer to (g) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Member be pleased to state whether there is any proof in support Qf tha 
above allegations? 
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(i) If there are proofs in support of the said allegations are the 
Government considering the desirability of laying them on the table 
oi* producing them before a court of lawP 

(j) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that the said Association as well 
as Dr. Banerjee have denied the allegations? 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: (a) {i) and (ii) Yes. 

(6) to (e) and (g) to (j) Government are not prepared to give the 
information asked for in these questions. 

(/) No. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for withholding this informa- 
tion from this House? 

The Hon*ble Sir ROBERT REID: As I said in answer to a previ- 
ous question, it is according to present and pasi practice. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: Is it not a fact that 
similar information was given in the case of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose? 

Thn HoiYblO Sir ROBERT REID: That is possible; there is an 
exception to every rule. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hin’ble Mem* 
her be pleased to state if he has introduced a new policy in this rea* 
pectP 

The Hon*ble Sir ROBERT REID: Not that 1 am aware of, Sir. 

DeteiNi Or. Cheru Chandra Banerjee. 

*57. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that the house in which Dr. Cham Chandra 
Banerjee is interned got submerged in water during the 
recent Damodar flood at dead of night; ^ 

(tt) whether it is a fact that with the greatest difficulty he could 
escape with his life to the roof of the house l^y means of 
bamboo poles; 

(tit) whether it is a fact that he had to pass the night on the roof ; 

• and 
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(iv) whether if is a fact that on the next morning he had to swim 
aoroes the rising flood current, to safety on the railway 
embankment at a distance of palbre than 440 yards from his 
house of detention P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what better arrangements have been made 
for Dr. Banerjee to live inP 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that Dr. Banerjee had an income 
of over Rs. 1,009 mensem before he was interned? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Member be pleased to state what has been done to make good the loss 
due to his internment P 

(e) Is it a fact that the wife of Dr. Banerjee is also interned for the 
last four years P 

if) Are the Government considering the desirability of — 

(t) letting off Dr. Banerjee in view of the changed circumstances ; 
or 

(it) allowing him to carry on his medical practice in Calcutta? 

The Hofl’ble Sir ROBERT REID: (a) (t) to (tv) The house was 
flooded but not completely submerged during the flood of August, 1935, 
but Government are in possession of no further details. 

(b) Dr. Banerjee returned to the house on the subsidence of the 
flood, and there is no reason to believe that he has since suffered any 
inconvenience. 

(c) and (d) Government are not prepared to give the information 
asked for in these questions. 

(e) Yes, 

(/) Not at present. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on tabl^). 

Petty officers in the Excise and Salt Department at CHIttageng. 

20. Mairtyj^ RURAL ABtAR CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in chwge of the Hev^ue ^[Excise) Department be pleased to 

state — ^ ^ * 

.s ^ # 

(a) how many peons and petty officers are at Chittagong in the 
Excise and Salt Department? 

(h) what is the number of MusUms? 
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(c) what is the number of the said peons and ofifh^ers that retired 

during the last five years and how many 4^ them are 
Muslims P / ^ 

(d) how many are enjoying pension and what is the number of 

the Muslims amongst them? 


MINISTER in charga of REVENUE (EXCISE) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’blo Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) and (b) A statement 
is laid on the Library table. 

(c) and (d) One petty officer, a Muslim, and one peon, a non- 
Muslim, both of whom are enjoying pension. 


BUDGET GRANTS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 

1936-37. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

S—Forests, 8A— Forest— Capital outlay charged to revenue, and 52A— 
Forest— Capital outlay not charged to revenue. 

The Hon’hle Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: On the recommendur 
tion of His Excellency I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 8, *16, 000 be 
granted lor expenditure under the head “8 — Forests, 8A — Foiest — 
Capital outlay charged to revenue” and “52 — Forest — Capital outlay 
not charged to revenue.” 


Motwns for redvction. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: 1 beg to move that Ihe demand of 
Rs. 43,100 under the head “8A— -Forest — Conserv’ancy, maintenance' 
and ^regeneration” be reduced by Rs. 100 (urgency of turning privately- 
owned forests into Government property). 

Sir, I have brought this motion to draw the attention of Government 
to a very serious^ problem that has not been hitherto 8olve4 by Govern- 
ment and that problem ffe the mysterioui possession of certain forests of 
Bengal by some landlords claiming proprietary right therein. There 
is no doubt that these forest lands have been in the possession of some 
landlords for a very long time — ^may be sin^ the time of the pexpianent 
settlement. But, Sir, what I want to show is that th^ landlords liaire no 
jl|^t and rightful claim wl^^tsoever to the forest la(ds which they now 
possess under the plea of proprietary or zeminaary right. In this 
connection, I cannot but recall the guiding prin^ple on which tha 
pemlMent settlement was granted to the landlords. A,s far as my 
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personal knowledge goes, I am aware that permanent settlement was 
granted to the so-called landlords in the year 1793 only in respect of 
the agricultural lands, I mean the rented 'lands that were in the posses- 
sion of tenants under the izaradars, i.e., the rent collectors of the Bast 
India (Company, who were subsequently made landlords. Again, I 
assert tliat the agricultural area that existed at the time of the perma- 
nent settlement was the pivot upon which the whole frame of permanent 
settlement really depends and as regards their proprietary rights, I 
should say in the same breath that it ought to have been kept confined 
only within the agricultural area that existed at that time and it ought 
not to have intended to any other kind of lands, if so extended at all. 
The outstanding feature of the permanent settlement was that the 
whole amount of revenue was settled on the memorable stipulation that 
“OO j)er cent, of the total realisation from tenants was made permftnent 
land revenue for the agricultural or rented lands comprised in Suba- 
Bangala, which meant Bengal, Behar and Orissa in the Nawabs’ time. 
The lemaining 10 rupees was to go to landlords^ shensta or office as 
remuneration for their labour or saranjami expenses. On this calcula- 
tion Rs. 3 crores or so was settled as permanent land revenue of Our 
province. 

At that time all the forest lands, such as forest lands of Bhawal, 
Atia, Joinshahi, etc., were absolutely the abode of many kinds of wild 
iinimals and birds, etc., though at present human habitations are here 
and there found in these forests owing to the abundant growth of popu- 
lation in the country. In fact, at the time of the pennanent settlement, 
all the forests that the landlords now possess under the colour of 
zeviiuflary right were inhabited not by any human being but by wild 
animals of various kinds. The very fact that })() per cent, of the total 
realisation from tenants was made permanent land revenue of the 
province undoubtedly shows that the landlords’ claim in those forests 
is not founded on just and equitable ground. Sir, the utility of these 
f 01*6818 is very great as known to all. The various kinds of trees in 
these forests are of the first importance. An acre of these fores! land 
containing gazari and other trees fetches a far greater amount of money 
than an acre of agricultural land, however fertile it may be. Sir, 
as I have already said, these forests were and are the abodes of many 
kinds of valuable animals such as elephants, rhinoceroses, deer, wild 
buffalo and the like« We all know the immense value of an elephant. 
It is said even a dead elephant is worth a thousand rupees, and surely 
the tusk of the dead elephant is a very valuable thing. The skins, 
bones, etc., of other animals living in forests, are also pf great value for 
the use of man. The birds that geneftiUy live in these forests are a||po 
of great value to people. Even valuable mines may be discovered in 
future underneath the surface of these forests. Such is the value of 
forest and forest lands in Bengal. Forests are preserved witB great 
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care in every civilised country. I may say, Sir, afforestation is an 
important state function in Germany. It is also known that forests 
help nature to supply rainfall in the neighbourhood, and everyone knows 
the value of rainfall in our agricultural couni ry. Sir, such is the 
impoi’taiice of forests for our count lymen. 

Now, Sir, if these forests were ju)ssessed by Government, the heavy 
income derived from these forests might contribute to a great extent 
for replenishing the Government treasury, and this could enable the 
Government to undertake the works of ]>ublic utility which have not 
been hitherto undertaken by Government for want of funds. 

Sir, according to the spirit of the j^ermanent .settlement, tlie non- 
agricultural forest lands cannot come within the })urview of the perma- 
ment settlement granted to the lamlloids and. therefore, tlieir pro])netarv 
right, too, cannot accrue to these forests or forest lands on the strength 
of their permanent settlement. 

Sir, the landlords are nothing but rent collectors of the soil, and it 
IS the greatest blunder in tlie land laws of Rengal tliat i)ermanent settle- 
ment has been granted to tlie rent collectors of the soil. Over and 
above that, the unjust pro])rietary right that is being exercised by land- 
lords upon some forests and forest lands in Bengal is another great 
blunder that should not be tolerated any longer. The \ield of these 
forests no doubt aimuints to many lakhs of ru])ees. 

The landlords who possess these forests are enjoying this colossal 
income of forest products without paying a single pice to Government 
either by way of royalty or in any other form of revenue. Iji fact, 
tliese landlords po-^^css these vast areas of forest as hiilii/dj oi levenne- 
iree lands, and God knows how long they will possess the.S(‘ forests in 
this way to the great detriment of puldic interest. 

Government i.s awtully unwise in tolerating the.se blund<‘rs 
committed by the regime of the old East India Gornpany. IVrmanent 
settlement is not a divine .settlement granted Iby (iod. It is certainly 
a settlement granted by the human hand and can be cancelled or modi- 
fied now for the good of the masses of people. If peiinanent settle- 
ment and proprietaiy light are legarded by Go vein men t as solemn 
and infallible pledges, these pledges should be confined only to the 
agricultuial area for wdiich they were originally granted and should 
not jump over to other areas for which thciy w^ere not originally in- 
tended. 

Sir, Government is similarly unwi.se in allowing the landlords to 
possess these forests for so long a time. But, nevertheless. Govern- 
ment can rectify these colossal blunders by legislation for the good of 
the countless millions inhabiting this province. If a blunder is once 
committed by Government through oversight or inadvertence, there is 
no reason why Government should perpetrate that blunder for ever. 
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Even if a new law proves subsequently detrimental to the public interest, 
Government can at once repeal or modify that injurious law. I am 
aware that Government earns a great income from the Sunderban forest. 
And I can assert that Government could earn another great income if 
it could possess the aforesaid forests which are by sheer mistake of law 
or fact privately owned by some landlords of Bengal. If the Hon’ble 
Member in charge says Government cannot do anything against the 
i present laws of the land, I must say that Government does and has 
done many things against current land laws of the country. Did not 
the Government enhance the rates of rents in khas mahals according 
to its sweet will, without keeping conformity to the provisions of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act at the time of the last cadastral survey settle- 
ment? Do certain joies in Noabad m/ihaU not serve as best examples 
of such whimsical enhancements, where rents were increased to the 
extent of 300 rupees per cent., i.e., three times the existing rent, at 
the last revisional survey? 

Sir, I have heard that certain hills were snatched away by Govern- 
ment many years before from the Maharaja of Shushong in the district 
of Mymensingh, simply because these hills were higher than the heights 
prescribed by Government, though he possessed these hills as included 
within his zeinimkini elako. It so, why did the Government violate 
the provisions of established laws and encroached upon the proprietary 
right of a respectable and influential landlord and dispossessed him of 
those hills? If a gold mine is discovered in a privately-owned forest, 
the Government will not hesitate at all to take possession of the forest 
together with the sub-soil and make it a Government property by 
amending the Indian Mines Act or by passing any other Act rec^uired 
for the purpose. 

By moving this motion, I do not mean that these forests should be 
converted into Government property by the application of the Land 
Acquisition Act or any other Act enacted in India. In that case. 
Government shall have in the first instance to admit the landlords' 
so-called proprietary right in these forests as their real right and that 
would not be a judicious step on the part of the Government, inasmuch 
as in that case Government would be bound to pay these landlords 
enormous sums as compensation for these forests and that scheme would 
not only be quite detrimental to the public interest, but would also be 
impossible for Government to carry out for want of funds in these days 
of economic depression. 

The sole intention of my moving this motion is that our Local Gov- 
ernment should send recommendations through the proper channel to 
His Majesty’s Government in England, so that these forest areas which 
certain landlords possess under the plea of their zemindary right may, 
for the aforesaid reasons, be excluded from the permanently-se^ed 
estates like excluded area in British India. 
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The Hoii’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDINs Sir, I have very oare. 
fully listened to the speech of the hon’ble member who has mentioned 
the Bengal Tenancy Act, and has given a long dissertation on the 
permanent settlement. He has mentioned forest and everything else. 
But, Sir, I fail to understand what is in the back of his mind and what 
is the real object of his bringing this cut motion. As far as I can 
understand from what the hon’ble member has said, he advoctes that 
the private-owned forests should be confiscated and turned into Govern- t 
ment property. Apart from the fact that a proposition like this militates 
against the fundamental principle of the private rights and ownership, 
it is difficult to understand what relation it has with the present demand 
for grant. Sir, Government have to administer according to the 
existing law and, therefore, it is not possible for the Government to 
proceed to confiscate the property as, I understand, the hon’ble member 
would like Government to do. It is admitted that the question of 
administration, management and preservation of these privately-owned 
forests is a very imj^ortant one, as forests are not only valuable national 
assets, but their preservation also means increasing the potential 
value of the resources of the country. I also admit that private-owned 
forests are not properly managed, and that they are being carelessly 
and, perhaps, wantonly destroyed by mismanagement by differences 
amongst proprietors and spoliation by local authorized and unauthorized 
inhabitants. Under section 38 of the Indian Forests Act, (Government 
can assume charge of a private-owned forest only if the proprietor 
applies to Government for taking over charge of its management. If 
such an application is made, (Government would be glad to assume 
charge of the forest provided the proprietor undertakes to make good 
the loss, if any, incurred in managing that forest. Sir, I cannot under- 
stand how the propositon of the hon’ble mover can be accepted or can be 
acted upon by the department unless the present law is changed. 
Instead of raising the question by a cut motion, the best course for him 
would have been to bring in an independent resolution recommending 
that the private-owned forests should be converted into Government 
property. Another course would have been to bring in a Bill in this 
House and get it passed, but I doubt whether he would have received 
the support of the House. I oppose the motion. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Rai Bifiidur 8ATYA KINKAR SAHARA. I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 77,700 under the head “8 — Forest — Conservancy, main- 
tenance and regeneration — 1 — Timber and other produce removed from 
the forest by Government agency” be reduced by Rs. 100 (advisability 
of producing timbers necessary for the province). 

Ip moving this motion, I am not actuated by any fault-finding spirit, 
but 1 move it only to draw the attention of Government to a lapse of the 
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Forest Department which can easily be rectified. We find in the budget 
estimate for the present year that the expected revenue from forests is 
about Rs. 20 lakhs. Of that about Rs. 11,50,000 is to be derived from 
timber, and the balance is to be derived from firewood, charcoal, bamboo 
and other miscellaneous sources. Sir, we all know that with the 
improvement of housing conditions in the province the necessity for 
timber has increased, and, as we cannot get sufiicient timber from the 
provincial forests, we are compelled to import lakhs of tons of teak 
and sal wood from Burma and other places. Although our forests in 
the two circles— Northern and Southern — extend over thousands of 
square miles, they produce a microscopic fraction of our requirements, 
namely, only lls. ll,()t),000 w^orth of timber. The forests produce large 
quantities of firewood, I mean the smulri wood which only helps us in 
cremating our dead bodies, that is, helps us out of this world. Perhaps 
the Hon’ hie Member will come forward with the argument that the soil 
and climate of Bengal is not congenial to the growth of good timber. 
Sir, 1 do not think that that argument is tenable. For we know it for 
certain that in ancient times Bengal did produce timber and even now 
Bengal has been producing it. We all know that our province was 
lormei'ly known as houailcsh , i.e., a land of forests. It is well known 
that in those days Bengal, after meeting the wants of her people, used 
to build ships for other countries. The sliipbuilding industry of Bengal 
is well known to every student of history. That continued for centuries. 
We find in the Raghubansam that the Bengalees were a maritime race 
and that about 1,000 years ago one Bejoy Singh— not Sir Bijoy Singh, 
our Minister with his fleet oi warships went out and conquered the 
then Lanka and named it Singhal after his own name 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Can you describe what kind of ship it was? 
(Tiaugliier.) 

Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR SAHANA: Most probably they 
were of tlie type with which the Romans attacked Finicia. 

Mr, NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Might I enquire whether those 
ships carried timber nece'^sary for the member? 

Mr, PR E8 1 DENT: Rai Bahadur, I w^ould ask you to bring your 
ship to the safer waters of more recent times. (Laughter.) 

Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Yes, I am coming to 
that. We find in the memoirs of Havelock that the early British traders 
of Bengal used to get sal and teakwood from Bengal for export to 
Europe. Then, Sir, everyone who has been to the Botanical Gardens 
or to the Gulapbag of Burdwan will testify that mahogany and^teak- 
wood can be grown in Bengal even at present. In my poor district of 
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Bankiira, with which the early British administrators played a game of 
battledore and shuttlecock — it was shifted first to the Collectorate of 
Birbhum, then it was transferred to Midnapore and then again to 
Burdwan — we had one Mr. Anderson who was our Judge, Magistrate 
and Superintendent of Police rolled into one. He with the help of some 
prisoners prepared a road and planted teak on the roadside and those 
trees grew into nice trees yielding valuable timber. The argument, 
therefore, that the soil and the climate of Bengal is not congenial to 
its growth does not hold water. It is deplored by everyone, as has jus^ 
been said by the Hon’ble Member in reply to Maiilvi Abdul Hakim, that 
it is due to the mismanagement and indolence of the landlords tiiat the 
private-owned forests are deteriorating. That is true, but is it not true 
also that Government forests are deteriorating? Are we getting the 
same amount and quality of timber from reserve forests as we used to 
get formerly? Has any attem])t been jnade to plant valuable limber 
trees for tlie afforestation of those parts where only sliriibs, jungles and 
other not very valuable plants grow? Then, Sir, as regards bamboos, 
what use has the Forest Dejiartment been making of them except selling 
them to local ])eoph' f<ii ex'ctiijg hiiits or for i)re])aring laf/us foj- police 
constables? But, at the same time, Sir, we are im])orting every year 
paper pulp from Sweden and Norway w’orth several lakhs of rupees. Is 
it not ])ossible to ])repare jiaper pulp from wild bamboos which grow' in 
the Northern Circle of our forests? I think w’e can j)re]iare n large 
quantity of paper ])ulp from bamboos and grasses which grow' in our 
forests and can thus avoid the necessity of purchasing paper pulp from 
Norw'ay and SAveden. In another Uvelve months we are going to have 
the Refomis introduced in this country and Bengal will then be an 
autonomous province. But Bengal wull he autonomous only in name, 
while it w'ill he really dependent on other countries for its verj;^ existence. 
Sir, it is an irony of fate that not only for timber but even for our staple 
food crop of jiaddy and rice, we have got to depend on Burma and during 
the last three years we have been importing lots of paddy and rice from 
Burma. This reminds me of the Sanskrit verse — 

All self-sufficiency is happiness, and all dependence is misery. 

This is particularly applicable to Bengal at present, especially as 
all our miseries are due to our dependence on the neighbouring pro- 
vinces for everything. If the Forest Department is not able to improve 
the forest, I would like to say that there is no justification for its 
existence, and I would suggest that the forests should be leased out to 
lixni^d companies as has been done in Australia, Canada and other 
nlaces. on the diatinet nndarfttandiTifr «r,*n ai... £ i.. 
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and supply the necessity of the province in timber and other forest pro- 
duce. With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance pf 
the House. 

The HOfl^ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: My friend Rai Baha- 
dur Satya Kinkar Sahana began by saying that he moved his motion 
not by way of fault-finding. Sir, as I understand, his object is to 
emphasize the fact that the Forest Department, being a quasi-com- 
mercial department, its activities should not merely be confined to 
the preservation of the natural resources of the country, but must 
necessarily be directed towards producing commercial forest commo- 
dities required for the country. The recent activities of the Forest 
Department in Bengal have mostly been directed towards producing 
timber and other forest produce departmentally so as to supply the 
needs of the province. I may cite a few instances which will prove 
this statement: (1) the establishment of a saw mill at Siliguri which 
produces sawn timber including railway sleepers, (2) purchase of 
caterpiller tractor for extraction of timber in the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts, (3) reservation of khas mahal forests in tlie district of Chitta- 
gong, and (4) formation of ranges in the Sunderbans Forest Division 
as against the old revenue station system. 

(The time allotted to this subject being reached, the Hon’ble 
Member had to resume his seat.) 

The motion was put and lost. 

The original demand was then put and agreed to. 

9— Registration. 

Th« HMl’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor. I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 18,78,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “9 — 
Registration.” 


Motions for reductions. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 19,500 under the head “9A — Regi.stration — Superintendence — Pay 
of officers — Inspector-General” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, the grievances of the Registration employees both in Calcutta 
and in the mufassal are well known, and these were brought to the 
notice of the Hon’ble Minister not only at the time of the last budget, 
but also in September, 1935, by a deputation. The Hon’ble Minister, 
while receiving the deputation, assured it that those grievances would 
be considered, but I regret to find that in spite of that assu^nce 
nothing has been done so far and the grievances remain as they were. 



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


1936 ^] 


li# 


Tlteir first grievance is as regards the hours of work, and although 
their scheduled time is 11 to 5, practically they work from 7 a.m. to 
9 p.m. Therefore, it is necessary for Government to see that these 
persons are not overworked, especially in view of the fact that their pay 
is not much — Rs. 40 for perinanent staft*. In Calcutta there are 8 
permanent copyists and their grade is Rs. 40 to Rs. 50, while the pay 
of the 23 clerks range from Rs. 45 to Rs. 85; there are 32 othe^ 
copyists who are not permanent — some of them are working for 2t) 
years, some for 22, some from 5 to 10 and only 10 from 1 to 5 years. 
These persons are temporary. It is always the case that the number 
of temporary clerks is less than the permanent clerks, but here the 
permanent staff is only 8 and the temporary staff 32. These people 
are not given the holidays and are made to attend office Iwth during 
the Pujas and Christmas, on the ground that there is pressure of 
work, while the head of the department comes only for nn hour, if at 
all. 

As I pointed out last year, there is no arrangement for their 
accommodation in the mufussal, and they are thus j)ut to a lot of 
inconvenience when they are transferred from one place to another. 

I think Government ought t-o change this jK)licy and appoint local 
men for those offices to avoid this inconvenience. 

As regards promotion, it is not generally given to a copyist when 
there is a vacancy, although he may possess great knowledge of the 
working of the department. I know of a case where a copyist who 
has worked in the department for 20 years and has officiated more 
than once was not given promotion, hut someone else was given it by 
the head of the department. I re(|uest the Hon’ble Minister to looik 
into this case and see that no injustice is done. 

There are no rooms for tiffin and no arrangements drinking 
water in hot days for these emjiloyees. 

These in short are the grievances of the employees in the Regis- 
tration Department, and I request the Hon’ble Minister to remove 
them as soon as }K;ssible. 


Th« Hon’ble Khan Bahaiiur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: I am afraid 

my friend is doing me a wrong when lie says that nothing has been 
done with reference to the deputation which waited on me in connection 
with the grievances of the Calcutta Registration Office employees. 
Their main grievance was centred round the fact that they are not 
given holidays on certain non-Act holidays during the Puja vacation 
and Christmas. As you know, the Puja vacation is given for 12 or 14 
days, part of which is holiday under the Negotiable Instruments Act 
and part under the Executive orders. So far as the holidays under 
the Negotiable Instruments Act are concerned, everybody is entitled to 



120 


DEMANDS FOE GEANTS. 


[ 16 th Mae., 


them, and all the Calcutta Offices are closed, but in so far as the 
non-Act holidays are concerned all the Offices are not closed. In 
Calcutta some of the Offices are kept open. The Office of the 
Collector of Stamp Eeveniie and the Office of the Eegistrar of 
Assurances are to remain open, and my friend knows perfectly well 
that on those days the Post Offi(tes, tlie Telegraph Offices and the 
Police Offices have to do their work. The Calcutta Tramways Com- 
pany and s(ime of the public conveyance concerns also are kept open 
on these days. Unfortunately, the Eegistration Department is a de- 
partment which has to deal with the public and for the sake of the 
convenience of the public the Offices under the department are to be 
kept open. Supposing on the non-Act holidays we close our Offices and 
an important document cannot be executed; in tliat case, I am afiaid 
my friend will be the first to come with a motion saying here is a pub- 
lic grievance as no arrangement has been made for registering it 
during those holidays. My fi-iend knows jierfectly well that the Office 
establishment are aware of the condition of seivice in those Offices, 
that they are not closed on tin* non-Act holiday .s but are closed on 
Act holidays. 

So far as their other j^rievances an* conceiiK'd, 1 have made speidal 
en(|uiries and have tried to meet them as tar as ]>ossible. I will ask 
my friend to have a little ])atience b(M'au>e it is not possible to decide 
these matters in a day. We have to consult some Offices, we have to 
go to the Finance Department, and we liave to find out whetlier tins 
arrangement will suit or not. These cases do take a little time. I 
can say this much that tlie proposal has not ^et matured, but we 
will be in a position very soon to k(‘ep the Offices open and give 
holidays to a very large section ot the employees of the Eegistration 
Offices. Ill other words, we will keej) the Offices open for the purpose 
of registration only, and all other miscellaneous work will be done 
after the holidays and for the former purjmse a skeleton staff will 
be maintained. That is the proposal now under discussion, but it 
has not been finally decided yet. Probably in the course of a week 
or two we hope to issue final orders to that effect. 

I can assure my friend that S(» far as the genuine grievances are 
concerned, we are trying* to accommodate them as far as possible. 

As regards the question of promotion, that is a matter which can 
hardly be discussed on the floor of the House. No Government can 
decide individual cases of promotion unless it involves certain definite 
principles. My friend says that someliody who has got a long period 
of service has not been given promotion, but how on earth can anyone 
say anything about it unless he is given an opportunity to enquire, 
if there is a genuine case of grievance, my friend knows that the 
Eegistrar of Calcutta is not the final authority, but there are^^ the 
Inspector-General of Eegistration and the Minister to redress the 
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wrong. But it is very difficult to discuss in this House every indi- 
vidual item, particularly relating to a man who. as Mr. Banerji says, 
has not been given promotion for 20 years. If such cases are brought 
to my notice individually, I shall certainly look iiilo them. AVhen 
a man is given an ofliciatiiig appointment, he found fit for the post 
no doubt, and it is witliin the competence of the head of the depart- 
ment to appoint him. Wlietlier others were found equally fit for the 
post or not, it is rather ditticult to answm*. 

As regards local people being appointed in the Registration Office, 
I should like to point out to iny friend that after all the Regrstration 
Department is a department as a wlnde, and supposing a man is 
appointed in an outlying station in a niufa^sal district, and after his 
appointment a superior post falls vacant in the hea(h|uarters for which 
this man is found to be fit, surely he is liable to be transferred, and 
if it is not done, the man does not get any promotion. Therefore, 
these questions cannot be discu^''ed on the rs.-'iie niis^'d by my bon ’bio 
friend, but I can assuie him that so far as aiqiointnienlN and transfers 
are concerned, preferenci' is given to the local peojile, if available, 
but theie cannot be any hard-and-fast rule in this diriMtion. In 
view of this fact and after the assurance that I have given that tlie 
grievances of the statf with r(‘gard to holidays will he rcMtificd, I hojie 
my friend will withdraw’ his motion. 

‘ The motion was then put and lost. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: I beg to move tliat the demand of Rs. Iff. r, 00 
under the head “9A — Registiatiuii — Superintendence — I’ay ot olhcers 
— Inspeetor-Generar’ be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, the object of my moving this motion is io disr iiss the grievances 
of the extra establishment in the Calcutta Office. As I have just 
pointed out in the course of the previous dchate, so far as the copyists- 
are concerned, the number of extra establisbment io-day is d2, wdiilst 
that of the permanent establishment is only 8. This extra establish- 
ment had at one time to do the same amount of work as the permanent 
establishment and used to draw the same salary. When the salary 
of the permanent establishment was increased to Rs. 40 per month,- 
the rate of remuneration of the extra copyists was not increased at all. 
The rate of remuneration of the extra copyists is Re. 1-4 per 3,006 
words, t.c., Rs. 30 a month. For 24 working days at the rate of 
Re. 1-4 a day it comes to Rs. 30 a month. For the same amount of 
work, tliat is for 3,000 words a day, the permanent copyists get 
Rs. 40 a month and their grade is Rs. 40 — 50. Besides, the permanent 
copyists enjoy other privileges so far as leave and holidays are^ 
concerned. As I have already said, these extra copyists are 32 in 
number and many of them have been working for 15 or 20 years and 
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'Still they have not been made permanent. The Hon’ble Minister has 
just remarked that it is impossible to settle the question of an 
individual, if it is not on a broader principle. Well, I mention the 
♦case of these extra copyists from the point of view of a broader 
principle. While you are making these persons, who are to all intents 
and purposes permanent hands of the department since they have been 
♦doing the work for more than 20 years, do the same amount of work 
as the permanent staff, you do not allow them any of the privileges 
ihat are enjoyed by the permanent establishment. Moreover, when* 
-ever there is any likelihood of a vacancy occurring in the permanent 
♦establishment, some outsiders are appointed as extra copyists 
a few months before the vacancy acitually occurs, because 
it is within the competence of the Inspector-General 
or the Registrar to do that, and they are made 
permanent thereby ignoring the claims of all these 32 persons. It 
may be argued that because a man is found most competent and 
therefore he is made permanent, and it is for the department to look 
inbj and examine the merits of individual candidates. But that is 
not the actual state of affairs. I would invite the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister to the fact that great injustice is being done to these 
■32 persons by the head of the department whenever there is a vacancy, 
•and the relations of the head of the department are given permanent 
appointments without taking into consideration the claims of those 
who have been working there for such a long time. If the Hon'ble 
Minister will kindly make an enquiry into the matter, he wdll find 
that such injustice has been done in filling up almost all vacancies 
in the permanent establishment. Therefore, I would request the 
Hon’i)le Minister to see that in future no such injustice is done in this 
•department. If these 32 persons w'ho are working temporarily for 
more than 10 or 12 years are made permanent. I do not think there 
would be any diflBculty on the part of Government. Further, if the 
, -grievances of these persons are removed, I think the Hon’ble 
Minister and the Government will be spared the trouble of replying 
ito this debate year after year during the Budget discussion. There 
is another point to wdiich I should like to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister, and it is this: The pay of these persons who are 
•enjoying no privilege and turning out the same amount of work as 
the permanent establishment has been withheld. In fact, their 
salary for January, 193(i, has not yet been paid on the excuse that 
the allotment of Rs. G,000 for this establishment having been 
exhausted, there is no money available to meet their salary from 
January to March, 1936. I would request the Hon’ble Minister to 
imagine the difficulties, particularly in a place like Calcutta, if the pay 
of these poor clerks who draw only Rs. 30 a month is withheld 
for three consecutive months. This fact was also brought to the notice 
^f the Hon’ble Minister last year when this particular allotmenf 
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-exhausted in October, 1934. Is there any reason why these tempo- 
rary hands should not enjoy the same privileges and draw the same 
salary as the permanent hands in view of the fact that they do the 
same amount of work? In this connection it is noteworthy that if 
their grievances are ventilated, these persons are threatened with 
dismissal. I, therefore, request the Hoirble Minister to see that the 
grievances of these persons are at once redressed and that directions 
are given to the Inspector-General and the Registrar to allow these 
clerks to ventilate their grievances, if any, in future, through the 
proper channel so that they do not sutler on any account. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I am really 
sorry to learn from my friend tliat certain extra staff of the department 
were not paid their salary. Bui I hope my friend will agree with me 
when I say that particularly at a time when w'e are going through a 
great economic crisis it is very difficult to anticipate as to what amount 
will be required for the temporary establishment. My triend knows 
that if the amount budgeted for temporary establishment is exhausted, 
we are to go through the routine course and get extra money sanction- 
ed. It is the constitutional prac'tice that the Ilon’ble Minister of a 
department cannot spend any money which is not budgeted, without 
the previous consent of the Finance Department. Therefore, a certain 
amount of dislocation is inevitable, but I can promise my friend that I 
shall immediately look into the reasons which stand in the way of this 
extra e.stablishment being paid their salary. But if no money is avail- 
able, it is impossible to pay until reappropriation from some other head 
is made. 

So far as the question of promotion is concerned, if my friend will 
give me the instances where deliberate injustice has been made, I shall 
certainly look into them. I can assure my friend in this connection 
that I shall generally hnik into the matter, but if my friend w^ants any 
specific case to be brought to my notice, I shall be glad to hiok into it, 
provided my friend does his duty as a memlier of this Council by 
wnting to me as to what his grievances are. Then, Sir, my friend has 
said in connection with the previous motion that the permanent estab- 
lishment have to work till 9 o’clock in the evening. In connection with 
the motion under discussion my friend has said that the permanent 
establishment do not do hard work, but it is the extra establishment 
who have got to work verj' hard indeed. I have told my friend before 
that in an establishment of this nature it is not possible for Government 
to know the exact nature of the work that is done by either the per- 
manent establishment or the temporary establishment separately. The 
work in this department comes by bits. Suppose to-day there is a rush 
of r^istration work and then follow three slack months. Surely, my 
friend does not want us to maintain an establishment which is required 
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particularly to cope with the rush of work but which would sit idle fo; 
the rest of the period? From the point of the Budget and public 
accounts, it will not be satisfactory. At the same time, in so far at 
these extra mohurrirs are concerned, I can assure my frined that aftei 
their grievances had been heard some methods have been introducec 
now and they have been divided into four grades. The first grade is 
reserved for the seniormost mohurrirs and all important works are giver 
to them before they are given to other, so that the man who has worked 
for long is assured of a definite amount of work before others. 

As regards the question of pay and establishment, I think it is too 
big an issue to be entered upon here, because this question was decided 
not recently hut years back, when the question of pay with regard to 
all the services was gone into. It is very difficult now to change the 
scale, particularly at a time when the finances of the province are not in 
a situation as to balance the budget. Moreover, the Registration 
Deparlinent has suffered in its income also, and although there are signs 
of a little revival, still it cannot be said definitely that we are in a posi- 
tion in which we can say that we have a stable income. And till that 
time comes, it will be very difficult for Government to enter into that 
question. So, my general reply to my friend is that I promise to look 
into the question of the grievances be baa mentioned. As regards the 
particular grievance to which he has drawn my attention, where pay 
falling due has not been paid, I shall look into that question also. As 
I have said, it is difficult, owing to money not being sanctioned, to 
anticipate how much money would be required. As regards the ques- 
tion of pay, I have also said that all the employees in the Registration 
Offices have had to work hard, and I do not deny it. But it cannot be 
said that the permanent establishment have worked much less than the 
temporary establishment, and I think that it stands to logic that if 
the temporary establishment be paid not by the hours of work but by 
definite rules that they would get so much for so many thousands of 
word8-~even if they work up to 9 o’clock at night— it would be to their 
advantage. After all, Government cannot possibly say that because a 
man has done 500 words out of 3,000 words he should be paid at the 
rate Re. 1-4 per 3,000 words. Surely, if a man works hard or if he 
does not work hard, the consequence is his. If my friend complained 
that Re. 1-4 for 3,000 words was not much, then I could understand it, 
but if he says that the extra copyists work hard, and still complains 
that they are paid Re. 1-4 per 3,000 words, then I think my friend is 
contradicting himself. Anyway, I have replied to the points raised by 
my friend, and I hope that in view’ of my statements he will be satisfied. 

Mr. P. BANERJI; Sir, on the assurance given by the Hon’ble 
Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

Mr. P. Banerji’.s motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 
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Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR SAHARA: Sir, I beg- to move that 
the demand of Rs. 29,400 tinder the head ‘‘9— Registration — A — 
Superintendence (Transferred) — 1 — Pay of officers” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (want of proper care in registering documents). 

Sir, I move this motion to invite the attention of Government to the 
anomalous state of affairs in the registration of documents in the 
mufassal. In spite of the assurance that 1 received from the iloirble 
Minister some two years back, even now occupancy-right -holdings are 
transferred as moA'^mn-right-holdings, and these documents are freely 
registered in the Registration Offices. This sort of change of status 
deprives the landlord of the landlord’s fees. There is, however, some 
remedy for the landlord if the landlord be the sole ])r{)prietor of the 
property as, when he receives a notice of transfer, he may run to a civil 
court to rectify the wrong that is done. But, generally, the case is that 
there are so many co-sharer landlords that the notice seldom reaches 
them or even any one of them, with the result that the landlords never 
get the landlord’s fees. Then after a few years the tenants press the 
landlord to accept the inokarnn status of the land. This anomaloui 
state of things in the Begistration Offices should be stoi)ped. It 
creates immense trouble to the landlords, to the tenants, as well as to 
the co-sharer tenantvS. With these few words, Sir, I commend my 
motion to the acce])taii(*e of the House. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I can assure 
my friend that our greatest trouble in the Begistration Department is 
to deal with cases where a document is not only registered but the regis- 
tering officer has also to find out the fees to be ])aid, how to send the fees, 
where to send them, and all these things, without any extra remunera- 
tion whatsoever. I must sfiy that in spite of all these difficulties I have 
never heard any complaint that the system has not been working satis- 
factorily. Sir, after all, what has a registering officer got to do? He 
has to accept money and send out notices. These notices are not sent 
through his agency, but through the agency either of the (hllector or 
the Post Office. If my friend can point out any in. stances where such 
notices have not been issued at all, then I could understand him ; but I 
do not think that my friend will be able to point out any single Regis- 
tration Office in Bengal where tJiese notices are not properly issued. 
Of course, there may be mistakes and accidents in one or* -two cases, but 
one or two cases do not make up a general proposition. Generally 
speaking, you will find that the Registration Offices have not been 
lethargic in the matter of issuing notices, and the very fact that 99 
per cent, of the landlords, in so far as the pre-emption fees are concern- 
ed, receive their money, shows that this department is working properly. 

.^8 regards the grievance that the documents are registered showing 
titles which do not belong to them, it is not the fault of the registering 
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officer. He cannot go beyond what the document shows, because, other- 
wise, he would have to enter into regular inquisitorial proceedings. 
Sir, I feel that my friend does not realize the difficulties of the register- 
ing officer. A registering officer has to be satisfied chiefly with the 
execution of the document, and the business to which the Rai Bahadiir 
refers is to him. of secondary importance. If my friend is prepared 
to agree that the landlords should be pressed to giTe a share of their 
profits in favour of the registering officer for doing this extra work, then 
I should b|p very glad to consider that proposition. But, then, probably, 
I shall be told that pre-emption fees are already being sent to the land- 
lords, notices are being sent to them, and that accounts are being main- 
tained, therefore no question of extra remuneration arises. And if in 
spite of that my friend says that notices do not reach them, the reason 
must be that the landlord is either absent from home or that he could 
not be found. In conclusion, I must emphasize that the responsibility 
lies with the agency through which the notices are sent and not with 
,the Registration Offices, wdiich send out the notices. That is all that 
I have to say in opposing this motion. 

Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR SAHARA: Sir, may I ask a 

question of the Hon ’hie Minister? Is it not possible for the Registra- 
tion Department to keep a set of the records within the ambit of a parti- 
cular Registry Office as it is kept in tlie Collector's Office and the 
Munsif’s Office, from which the registering officer may easily find out 
the status of the holding and the number of the landlords who are 
superior landlords? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: I would invite my 
friend to be a sub-registrar for six days only to find out the feasibility 
of his proposal. 

Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Sir, I beg leave of the 
House to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 


Mr. P. B/VRERiII: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 79,000 
under the head “9A — Registration — Siqparintendence (Transferred)^* 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (piece-work system and temporary establish- 
ment). 

Bii;, the Hon’ble Minister said that in my previous speech I was 
contradictory, but now after I speak on this motion you will find that 
there is no contradiction. I am just submitting about the piecetiprork 
aystem and the temporary establishment. They do the same amount of 
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work as the permanent copyist^ w}io get Rs. 40 — and sometimes Rs, 60— 
•a month. While doing fhe same amount of work, the temporary 
copyists get only Re. 1-4 for every 3i^000 words. Roughly, there are 
some 26 working days every month, and I would like to know from the 
Hon’ble Minister why this distinction has been made in case of tem- 
porary men who do the same amount of work. It must also be remem- 
bered at the same time that these persons do not enjoy any privilege 
whatsoever. Many of them are working for more than 10 years, and 
in many cases for more than 20 years ; and does it not stand ^o reason 
that when a copyist has worked for more than 20 years he should be- 
en titled to a pension, and is it not rather physically impossible for such 
a person to work at the rate of 3,000 words a day inasmuch as it takes- 
at least 6 to 7 hours a day for an able-bodied young person to write out 
the 3,000 words that is fixed for a day's work? Moreover, if such a 
person is absent from duty for reasons of health, he is made to work to> 
compensate for the days lost, that is, he has again to write out 3,000 
words and thus to work till late hours. Is it not rather cruel to a person* 
to make him work in such a way? At the same time, I might tell the 
Hoirble Minister that in the Calcutta Registration Office there are eight 
permanent copyists as against 32 temporary men, whose number is some- 
timfes raised to 35, and whenever vacancies occur in the permanent 
establishment a man is shifted from the temporary establishment to the* 
permanent one. That being the case, it would seem that there is- 
sufficient work for at least 25 persons in the permanent establishment. 
While persons in other departments or in the same department doing 
the same amount of work are entitled to pension, these persons are not 
only not entitled to any pension, but at the same time they are made to- 
work hard and for longer Inaurs. So, the Hon ’hie Minister should 
examine this case and find out whether it would he possible for the* 
Government to put 25 persons out of these 32 on the permanent list. 
As is well known, whenever there is a rush of work, the people on the- 
temporary list are informed and appointed to to do the work. It is done 
everywhere, and ^o the same principle may he introduced here also. 
If they cannot be*given pension, the question of introducing a pro- 
vident fund or a system of gratuities may be considered. Jt should also* 
be considered whether, when a permanent vacancy occurs in the office 
in the ministerial ranks, recruitment is possible from these copyists who* 
have got experience of the department. With these Words, Sir, T 
commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After Adjournment.) 

P. BANERill: There is another point which I want to bring to* 
the notice of the Hon 'hie Minister. The Hon 'hie Mintsttr has just told 
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us that it is difficult to anticipate the actual requirement, but I think 
that from the actuals of the previous years it is quite possible for hejids 
of departments to make provisions for a few thousands more, so that 
such difficulties can be avoided. The Hon’ble Minister will naturally, 
say that it is not within his province to do so, but that it is for the 
Finance Department to provide him with more funds. The Hon’ble 
tlie Finance Member is not'here, but I cannot understand why for these 
poor people funds will be always wanting while there is no paucity of 
funds in ^ome of the departments where money is spent rather lavishly*. 
I request the Hon'ble Minister that in future at least he will try to 
provide money adecjuately so that these poor clerk# are not made to 
suffer. As a matter of fact, these men do not earn R#. 30, but only 
Rs. 10 or Rs. 15. Therefore, if they are shifted t«f the permanent 
establishment, such difficulties W’ill be obviated. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: It is a pity that 
iny friend has been elected a member of the Public Accounts Committee 
only Te(!ently. Probably he has not yet sat as member of that com- 
mittee in its meetings. Had he done so, lie would have found by this 
time tliai all Government income and expenditure are scrutinised very 
carefully by the Public Accounts Committee, and that it is impossible 
for any department to justify the provision of an extra sum of rupees 
two or three thousand being made on the contingency of its Being spent 
for a particular purpose. If that is done, the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee will say that this is an overestimate, and that it should have been 
avoided. I think my friend, as a member of the Public Accounts 
(Committee, will reali.se that budget estimates are made on the basis 
of the last three years' actuals, unless there is a special case for an 
extra amount. In so fur as that is concerned, my friend will also find 
that our estimates have been made on tlie basis of the last three years’ 
actuals. Beyond that, we cannot make any provision in anticipation 
of a new demand, because it is wrong to do so from the point of view 
of the Public Accounts Committee. If this is allowed, there will be a 
tendency on the part of every department tq get money at the end of 
the year, even though that money may not be required. It is exactly 
the amount required that is actually provided for. If an additional 
amount is required, we have to follow the definite budget* procedure, 
and we have always followed that procedure, whenever we have found 
it necessary for payment to the staff towards the end of the year.' 
regards the question of ^promotion, I have alreadjf answered that in my- 
reply to the previous motion. My friend asks: Why is it that the 
pit^ce-worker is paid much less than a man ^ho is an extra copyist? 
I have explained already that in an office where work dqes not come in 
in its usual regular flow, where there is off-season and on season and 
where there is a«^seasonal demand due to commercial fluctuations, it is 
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impossible to find out definitely what the amount ot‘ registration is likely 
^to be at a particular time so that we may be able to maintain a definite 
staff for it. Even then we will find that that procedure will not stand, 
because we may find soon after that the slack season has commenced, 
and that there is no work for the staff we have taken. This is not the 
only department where piece-workers are entertained. In every other 
department, a certam atllnber of sWh me^i tias to be kept, as otherwise 
it is impossible for Government to justify the retention of a permanent 
ataff whose services will be utilised only for a few days in a year. Of 
course, It is ^possible to determine the actual amount of work that can 
regularly be givem to the permanent staff, and I think ray friend is 
justified in saying that we can form an idea of the amount of day-to-day 
Work at i^s minftnum, and in asking us to retain a permanent staff’ for 
that work. I cun, however, assure my friend that up till now we have 
not yet been able to determine the minimum amount of work thal the 
departmenf will have throughout the year. From the figures before me, 
I know that on certain dates as many as bl) documents were presented 
for registration, while on the next day there were only d documents. 
It is no use, therefore, fixing the minimum amount of work, when we 
find that there is such a wide tiuctuation from day to day. Often we 
find that there is a tremendous amount of rush after a holiday, and tlien 
later on there is practically no work. In these circumstances, ami 
particularly in view of our present financial condition, it is difficult to 
anticipate such things. Nor has my friend made out any case, in fact, 
that it is possible for us to determine the minimum staff' which can be 
permanently entertained on pensionable .service. If my friend can do 
that by facts and figures, I can assure him that Government will 
sympathetically consider the matter, but s(* long as he is not able to do 
that and so long as our financial condition is, as it stands at present, 
it is difficult to consider this question. 

The motion was put and lost. 

• 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur: 

I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 79,000 under the head “9A — 
R^egistration — Superintendence” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

- The obje<d of «iy moving this motion is twofold : (I) to presene 
tb.e old documents l>oth from the historical jjoint of view and also for 
the rffterest of the people to protect their rights and title to the pro- 
*pertie 3 , (2) to presertk the contents of documents if the original is 
lost or destroyed. The first Registration Act that we come across was 
passed in the year 1793 or appointing the bead hazi of the province, 
who used to take copies of the documents whin produced; but there 
was arrangement to* kaijp copy of the document. Since then Regu- 
lations were passed frofU time to time to supplement or extend or 
9 
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modify the previous Regulations. We find that in the year 1812 a 
Regulation was passed prescribing the procedure to be followed by 
persons desirous of registering a deed. In 1832 another Regulation 
was passed empowering the Zila Judge to make over the duty of regis- 
tration to sadar amins. At that time registration was done by the 
Zila Judge and it was a difficult task for any person to approach him 
for registration of any deed or document. In the year 1845 another 
Act was passed providing that a deed might be registered in any dis- 
trict but the General Registration Act and the Regulation of 1793 
and the whole law of Registration was passed in 1865. That was the 
first time when the system of proper registration was introduced. 
Then also there was no compulsory legist lation. Documents were 
divided into two kinds, one compulsorily registrable and the other 
optional. In the year 1871 another Act was passed fixing the time 
limit for presentation of documents for registration to 4 months; and 
that is still in vogue. The A(*t III of 1877 replaced the Act of 
1871 and the general change effected by the Act was in regard to the 
competition between registered and unregistered documents. There in 
the Act somewhat compulsory registration was introduced. There was 
no provision for compulsory registration of land until the passing of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1929 when for the first time compulsory 
registration was prescribed with regard to transfej- of land. We 
know there are several title deeds which were not legistered but they 
are more valuable than the land itself. There are occasions when 
these title deeds have to be produced befoie the couit every year. I 
know that in the applications of n^lavi proceedings under Regulation 
Till of 1819 these title deeds are to be produced every six months for 
the satisfaction of the court. What would be the fate of these title 
deeds if these old documents are handled so fietjuentlx In the course 
of a few years these will be destroyed and the titles and interests of 
the parties will also be simultaneously destroyed. My object is to 
preserve these documents and if these documents aie legistered a regis- 
tered copy of them may be produced in court and the old original copy 
may be kept safe by the owner. The contents of the dociJfnents will 
thus be presented. 

Another point which I want to impress upon the Hon’ble Minister 
is that if a Bill be introduced to this effect it w ill bring in more 
money to the exchequer of Goveniment. For the purpose of register- 
ing these old documents you can, if you like, prescribe higher fees. 
So in the interest of Government as well as of the public I request the 
Hon’ble Minister to consider this suggestion that^a Bill may be intro- 
duced particularly to preserve these old documents. Here I must 
make clear my intention, I do not suggest compulsory registration 
of old documents, but want it to be optional. Those documents 
where there is any evidence that those had been used in courts and 
produced in courts should be registered and nqt all of them as it 
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might involve risk. Thus there will be another restriction by way of 
^ checking the documents before registration. 

I move my motion for the acceptance of the House. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I think the 
proposal is not very sound, because there are hundreds of old docu- 
ments which, when they are produced before the court, the court 
have to come to decision as to their genuineness or otherwise on 
the evidence placed before them. If these documents are allowed to 
be registered now, it would be putting a premium on the unscrupu- 
lous persons to get up documents (ui old papers that might he in 
their possession and the registration of documents written on such 
papers will naturally put a value to the documents which they do not 
possess intrinsically. Another difficulty will arise, as the enforce- 
ment of any such rule will he a rigorous one, since nobody will be 
allowed to produce an unregistered document thereafter. It may so 
happen tliat many people will not know of this change in the law and 
they will not care to havp their documents registered. So they will 
sutler. 

As regards the ditticulty of losing the documents, I think that can 
easily he avoided h> having these documents lu'oduced in court in 
cases and certified copies being (ditained as preserved. Under the 
Evidence Act those certificates can be put in as secondary evidence. 
AVhatever difficulties there may be in individual cases, I think the 
drawbacks of such legislation are too many to be ignored. 

Or. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: Mr. Kay ( howdhury 
has put one side of the case. There is another side. It is certainly 
true that if registration of <jld documents is allowe<l many new docu- 
ment.s will come into exi.stence as old ones. But on the one hand, that 
can be provided against in this way: Suppose we have a rule that only 
documents the genuineness of \Nhich lias been established in a court 
of law will be registered. That will (ibviate that difficulty, as once a 
document has been admitted in a court of law it can be produced as a 
piece of evidence later on. On the other hand, there is another diffi- 
culty undoubtedly, when an ancient document tends to crumble. 
Under a recent decision of the Privy (’ouncil if you produce a copy 
and give proofs of the destruction of the original you will still not get 
the assumption in favour of genuineness of the original. Under the 
Evidence Act if a document is proved to be 30 years old its genuine- 
ness will be presumed but that presumption of genuineness will not 
apply to a copy. When a copy is produced it will have to be proved ; 
you must prove the genuineness of a document by calling in a person 
who executed it but in the case of a document which is, say, a 100 years 
old that will be Out of the question, as during these 100 years the man 
who executed a document will be no more and all proofs regarding its 
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genuineness are likely to be destroyed or lost. If you allow registra- 
tion by which the genuineness of a document is established .^his diffi- 
culty will be obviated. With regard to the other question raised by Mr. 
Bay Chowdhury a registration will not be compulsgscy but optional and 
it will be very difficult to prove documents which parties may not have 
had registered. All the difficulties which my learned JJriend puts 
forward may be met by adequate safeguards. For instance,4here need 
not be any rule that any ancient document which is' nsit registered 
should not be produced unless it can be proved. Any pqt-aon who omits 
to register a deed takes a risk, because he cannot prodii 4 ?e it in a court 
as a piece of evidence unless he can prove it. But in the case of 
ancient documents there is no question of compulsory registration. 
There is this difficulty — the difficulty which has been created by the 
Privy Council decision. It has become almost impossible now to estab- 
lish a case based upon ancient documents where the original cannot be 
found. But when the original can be found, it protects the person who 
is the owner if he can produce a person who has written that document 
or has read it or can recite the contents of that document. The posi- 
tion has become well nigh impossible and some amendment of the 
Registration Act is required t-o meet the difficulty which has been 
created. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: I have care- 
fully heard what my friend the Raja Bahadur wanted to say. He 
gave 118 a most interesting narration of the history of the Indian 
Registration Act. My difficulty is that I have not been able to follow 
B portion of his speech nor what does he actually want. If he wants, 
BS some of the previous speakers said, that an ancient document which 
has not been registered but has been kept in the family for years 
past and is likely to be destroyed by too much handling should be 
registered now and a certified copy thereof should be made evidence, 
I think my friend will immediately take legal advice as to whether 
Buy such thing is possible, because as Dr. Sen Gupta has pointed 
out tlie evidentiary value of an ancient document has to be established 
(by the production of the document itself — surely a certified copy will 
not give that advantage. People have got to be satisfied as regards 
the ink with which it is written and the paper, the genuineness of 
the signature and many other factors. Supposing a thing which 
was not in use in 1810 appears on a document of that year and a stamp 
purporting to be written out in 1871 has been written out in 1910, 
how are these things going to be found out unless my friend is pre- 
pared to produce the document in a court of law and have it accepted 
hy the court? If my friend wants to amend the law, I think the best 
thing for him is to introduce a Bill on the lines of the Preservation of 
Ancient Monuments Act. If he does so, Government will coi^sider 
its pros and cons and come to a daeision. For the time being, the 
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Indian Registration Act is applicable all over India, and it is very 
difficult Jo justify an amendment of it on a provincial basis as long' 
as the present constitution exists. 

As regards thejetber question, there also I have not been able to 
understand »iy friend: Dr. Sen Gupta clearly. Undoubtedly, the 
Judicial CoilMiiittee has given a decision that if a document is lost and 
a secondariV'evidence is produced in court, it has not the value of the 
document iteejf. I think no other decision is possible; >ou cannot 
make the co\rfV accept document without giving some evideiu'e as to 
the genuineness of the ancient document by somebody who knew 

what the document contained; otherwise, it is possible for anybody 

to destroy the title of anybody by some such secondary evidence. 
There is a third danger with reference to the ancient Imlian docu- 
ments. My friend is not (piite unfamiliar with the fact that in many 
houses in Bengal old stamps and lilank pajiers are still available (they 
have not yet been exhausted, and it has not been ]>ossible for Govern- 
ment to find out wliether they have been exhausted) and probably a 
man can be tound wlio can cojiy old things on old paper. It will be 
very dangerous for (rovernment in that case to give to that document 
the sanctity of law which is given to an ancient document produced 
in court and accei)ted h\ it as part of the evidence. If my friend the 

Raja Bahadur will take legal advice, he will find that a document 

produced in court can be preserved in such a manner as not to be des- 
troyed or mishandled. After all, if he immediately takes a certified 
copy of the document and keeps the original in court for the purpose 
of inspection only, I ho])e the court will agree to it. Anyway, 1 am 
not his legal adviser, and I think he can get the best legal advice so 
far as possible for him. From the point of view of Government, I 
can say that it is very dangerous to accept a pro]>osal of this nature. 

It has got many implications from the public point of view; it has got 
many acute technical points to consider. If my friend, the mover, 
or Dr. Sen Gupta wants tf) draft a Bill, I can certainly give him all 
the facilities that he may require. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur: 

I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 8,7»3,400 umler the head “ilB — 
Registration — District charges — Pay of officers” be reduced by ^ 
Rs. 100. 

Sir, the object of my motion is to see that the party does not suffer un- 
necessarily for the impounding of the docament. It is often found 
that when a party produces a document for registration the Registrar 
does not object to the amount of stamp affixed on it but accepts and 
regis^rs it. But afterwards when it goes to the District Office, the 
District Registrar impounds it an44he imia^nnding fee is about 5 and B 
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times the stamps to be affixed. If a party wilfully neglects to affix 
the proper stamp to the document, he must suffer, he must b^penalis- 
ed, but if he acts on the advice of his lawj^er and his hona fides can- 
not be questioned I think for the sake of justice he should not be 
punished. Rule 21 of the Registration Manual say%that*on the pre- 
sentation of a document for registration the registering^iofficer shall 
first satisfy himself — 

{a) that it has been presented at the proper office; 

(h) that it bears the proper stamp or is exempted from, or does not 
require, stamp duty. * ^ 

Rule 22 says that if any of the conditions indicated in clauses (c) 
to {i) of rule 21 have not been complied with, or if the presentant 
refuses to pay the proper registration fee, the document must be return- 
ed at once. 

In the rule the items {a) and (h) have been wilfully omitted. 
One of the items is that the registering officer should see that the 
document bears the requisite stamp. My object is that the registering 
officer should see that the document bears the requisite stamp before 
presentation. It should be one of his duties to do so. If the register- 
ing officer informs the party that the deed does not bear stamp of pro- 
per value and if the party still persists to have it registered, then he 
can impound it. For the sake of justice, therefore, I request the 
Hon’ble Minister to see that the provision of Rule 21 (n) and (h) be 
added in Rule 22. 

The Hon^ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: I think we are 
fast coming to a time when we .sliall be told that rrovernment must 
provide for cooking the food, serving it on the table and bringing it 
to the mouth as well. In every transaction there must be somebody 
responsible for seeing to everything. T think it is quite within my 
friend’s power to say that the registering officer should see that the 
words in the diK-ument are properly spelt and that the letters and 
everything else concerning the document are (piite all right. My 
friend does not realise the very great danger involved in such a 
prooediue. SuppOvsing a document goes to a Sub-Registrar who is 
not a Stamp Officer. He works his brain to find out as to what 
amount of stamp will be necessary and whether it has been adequate- 
ly stamped or not; he advises the party accordingly and then that 
advice is found to be wrong. I^ater on, the document is produced 
before the court and if it is found at that stage that the document 
was inadequately stamped, it would be impossible for Government to 
realise it, even if it were really demanded, because the party ipight 
plead that the document was stamped on the advice of the registering 
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officer. If my friend would turn over to the other paj^es of the Regis- 
• tr&tion he will find that some working rule has l>een provided. 

If he will turn to rule 41 be will find that if the executant of, or 
claimant under, a document, who is in doubt about the proper slami) 
duty leviable^on it, consults a registering officer on the subject before 
formal presentation, the required information may be given t{> him 
without impounding the deed. It may at the same time be explained 
to such person that if he wishes to obtain an authoritative opinion, 
he must apply to tlie Collector under section .*11 of the Indian Stamp 
Act, II of 1899, for adjudication. Rut any deed formally presented 
with an insu^ci^t stamp must be impounded. That is a sort of 
working rule, except for purposes where ieall\ legal advice is neces- 
sary. !No Sub-Registrar can take the place of an advisory officer on 
a technical matter on which even sometimes the Collector may not be 
able to advise. In any case, so far as my friend's complaint is concern- 
ed, I am afraid my iriciul is labouring under a !ni.s4ippiehension, that 
under the rules tlie Siih-Hegistrar can tell the party in a rough ami 
ready manner as to how much stamp will be necessitry on a juirticular 
deed. If the Siil»-Registiar \Nere given that authority, it might lead 
to briber\ and t‘oi‘rii])t]on. It is for \ery good reason that the Sub- 
Registrar has not be(‘n given any authority to find out what should 
be the stamp duty on a particular deed. Further, if in addition to 
his own duties the Sub-Registrar is to give ad\ice on the amount of 
stamp required on the deed, it will break hi^ neck and it A\ill lx* im- 
possible for him to do that, I hope my friend will realise this difliculty 
and withdraw his motion. 

The motion was put and lo.st. 

Babu NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 50,000 under the head “9R— District charges— Cost of 
transmission of landlords’ fees — Ckuitingencies” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I do not like to make anv speech over my motion as the time 
allotted to this head does not permit me to do so. I simply want to 
draw the attention of (Tovernment to the desirabilit> of making over 
to the district Iniard the amount of forfeited landlords’ tees without 
delay. 

The HOfi’Me Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: Sir, orders have 
alr^dy been issued to credit to district boards the amounts payable 
to them on account of landlors’ fees forfeited under section 18C of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act in respect of the years 1926-27, 1927-28 and 
1928-'29. • With regard to the following year 1929-30, there was a 
sort of accident. Lapsed deposits for 1929-30 that became due to the 
distri|;t boards on 1st April, 1935, have not, however, yet been .paid. 
The statements showing the amounts to be made over to the district 
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boards as received from the Collectors were objected to by the Acoount- 
ant-General. There were some inaccuracies and the Accountant- 
General sent them back. The Collectors were then asked to correct 
the mistakes. The revised statements have been received and draft 
orders have already been prepared — they have not yet ,been issued 
but will be issued very soon — for payment to the district boards. 
I hope after this explanation the mover will withdraw his motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 17,99,000 under the head “9B — Registration — District cliarges’* 
be reduced by Rs. 100. 

(At this stake the time-limit for the discussion of tlie demand was 
reached.) 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The main demand was, then, put and agreed to. 


9A~8chaduled taxes. 

The HOfl’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: On the recommendation 
of His Excellency tlie Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 8,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “9A — Scheduled taxes.” 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, as the time is very short, may I have your 
permission to move the two motions that stand in my name together? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Motions for rcdvcfion or refusal. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: T beg to move that the demand of Rs. 5,000 
under the head ”9A — Scheduled taxes — Betting tax” he reduced by 
Rs. 100 (nece.ssity of abolition of betting). 

I also move that the demand of Rs. 5,000 under the head “9A — 
Scheduled taxes — Betting tax” be reduced by Rs. 100 (increase of 
unauthorised betting). 

Sir, my views on this question are well known. By this motion 
I want to ask Government whether it is not time that betting in the 
race course should be altogether abolished. From this betting Gov- 
ernment get a little over Rs. 9 lakhs. Unauthorised betting outside 
the race course is increasing very rapidly, and it is going on in 
certain clubs as well. When I moved a motion in this House urging 
Government to put a stop to this unauthorised betting, the Hon’ble 
Heinl^r said that Government could not at least trade with th# 



1936 .] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


137 


gambling instinct of human beings and that Government considered 
that they must not allow these things to be brought within the limits 
of people of small means by introducing dog races, etc., with a view 
to stop this unauthorised betting. The result is tliat unauthorised 
betting is going on and increasing very rapidly. Therefore. I ask 
Government whether it is time that the Titanic should he sunk, 
whether it is time that tlie Turf Club should be closed 
so that unauthorised betting may be stopped?' With these word.s, I 
commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Sir, I know it is very 
difficult to stir tlie conscience of the (Tovernment of Bengal, especially 
of the Hon'ble the Finance Memeber. wliere money is an important 
factor. Sir, we have been drawing attention to this question year 
after yeai‘ with a view to conipelling the (Toverninent to make their 
position clear. Sir, J do not feel any hesitation in sa>ing that there 
is a dirty spot in the administiation whicli the piesent Government — • 
I mean tlie Government as at piesent constituted — have failed to 
wipe out. Sir, it the (iovcrnment of Ihuigal consider that it is a 
wrong thing to encourage betting, it slumld be their clear duty to 
stop all betting. iiK hiding the betting that is ciirried on under the 
auspices of a monopolistic body, viz., the Boyal Calcutta Turf Club, 
as also the betting that is carried on in the streets by all and sundry. 
Sir, if they do not do tliat, tliey la\ themsehes open to the charge 
that the> are inteiested in keeping uj) a monopoly. Sir, the time 
has come for the Government to examine the matter rather seriously. 
The time i.s past wlien sucli monopoly interests escaped the notice of 
the public. The feeling is abroad that (Tovernment's attitude is full 
of hesitation, because tlie interest.s of the members of the Boyal (VI- 
cutta Turf (dub are concerned in this matter. Sir, this is one aspect 
of the question. Another aspect <d the (|uestioii is this. Why should 
the Government of Bengal incur any expenditure in collecting this 
tax on betting? Do they incur any expenditure in collecting the 
Entertainments tax? Do they pity out on the same basis as they jiay 
to the authorities of the Boyal Calcutta Turf Club? Then, if the 
Government do not pay anything to the zemindars for the collection 
of cess, why should Government incur this expenditure or pay any- 
thing to the Turf Club for the collection of this tax? I do not know 
how certain members, who are always loud against the zerniiu/ars 
and the permanent settlement, feel in this matter. I should like to 
hear the views of Mr. Thompson in this matter. 

jSir, another point that I would like to draw attention to in this 
connection is this: Why don’t we find the expenditure that is to 
be incurred for collecting the Tobacco tax? When the Tobacco Bill 
wasJ[)efore us, we were given to understand that it was one of the 
scheduled taxes. 
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Th« Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: May I sugf^est, Sir, that 
these points are not relevant? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would not mind if lie says that to illustrate 
his point oi- by way of comparison, but I daresay, Mr. Ray, you have 
no intention of labouring the point. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: No,. Sir; certainly not. 
However, as the time for the discussion of this demand is very short, 
I should give the Hoii’ble Member, who has asked for this grant, an 
opportunity to reply. 

The Hon’ble 8ir ROBERT REID: Wi th your permission, Sir, I 
flhall endeavour to reply. Mr. lianerji has told us that his attitude 
in this matter is well known. It may be well known to other members 
of this House, but from my past experience and from what I have 
heard fall from his lips on previous occasions, I am still completely 
befogged as to what his attitude is. He often inveighs against the 
ovils of betting . 

Mr. W. H. THOMSON: On a point of order, Sir. May I enquire 
if Sir Roliert is answering for the Government or is speaking as a 
Steward of the Ibnal Calcutta Turf Club? (Laughter.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I am sure he is not speaking in his dual capa- 
city. (liaughter.) 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: 1 prefer to speak on behalf of 
llie Government, Mr. President. 

As 1 was siiying, Mr. Baiierji has told us to-day that he wants to 
abolish betting altogether; but I remember, and I expect the House 
also remembers, that on a previous occasion not so many months 
ago, he placed a Bill before the House in order to legalize betting on 
dogs. He will, prolvably, correct me if I am wrong, but I think I am 
correct in saying that in the Statement of Objects and Reasons of 
that little Bill he mentioned as a point in its favour that it would 
bring in money to the coffers of Government; in other words, he was 
quite prepared . 

Mr. P, BANERJI: That was about a State lottery. 

The Hon’bte 8ir ROBERT REID: I thought he would correct me, 
and he has done so. But a State lottery is just as bad. 

Mr. P. BANERJf: That was merely to test the Government. 

The Hon’ble 8ir ROBERT REID: It may have been to tes^ the 
Government, but still Mr, P. Banerji openly stated and openly had 
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it put in print that he was prepared to encourage the iunaeeiit public 
• to risk their hard-earned wealth upon some risky enterprise whether 
it was a State or a private lottery. After all a State lottery is as 
much a gamble as staking money on horses, dogs, or any other kind 
of eventuality. So, I say I was completely befogged as to what 
Mr. Banerji wanted ns to do. To-day he wants us to abolish betting. 
Well, Sir, the attitude which Government take in the matter is that 
they do not encourage gambling, and 1 agree with Mr. Ranerji and 
Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray when they siiy that it is wrong to 
encourage gambling: but Government take a practical view of the 
matter. They admit — as we all must admit — that the gambling 
instinct is strongly implanted in the human breast, and I have no 
doubt that many members of this House have had a flutter on the 
stock market, on the fatha market, or on the race course. Rut 
what I conceive to be the sensible view of the matter is to try and 
limit gambling to conditions on the race course where betting is 
carefully organized and is in reliable hands. This outside betting 
— this bucket-shop betting — to which Mr. Ranerji has reterred, is 
an evil which the Police de eioleavoui to try and stop. It is 
extremely difficult to stop it. It is carried on in a surreptitious sort 
of May, and in very snudl sums, 4nid it is extrejnely difficult to get 
hold of the people mIio really run it. It is also difficult to ensure 
that such deterrent punishment is inflicted on them as will make 
it not M’orth their M'hile to indulge in this sort of betting. The 
whole thing is this: If you are going, as Mr. Banerji has suggested, 
to make all gambling illegal, vhere are you going to get to^ It 
makes one think of the complete failure in America of Prohibition. 
The American said: “We shall prohibit the evil of drinking.” They 
did make the purchase, sale, and consumption of alcohol illegal, but 
that did not stop drinking. That is exactly M'hat Moidd happen sup- 
posing you attempted to make gambling as a whole illegal here. 

Mr. Slianti Shekhareswar Itay told us a good deal about the alleged 
monopoly of the Turf Club.. Then, again, Sir, it is not as if the 
Turf Club takes the entire proceeds of the gambling tliat goes on in 
the race course. Very far from it. As Mr. Banerji himself said, 
several lakhs of rupees go into the coffers of Governmnt vw the rare 
course. Further, the Turf Club r ollects (he money on behalf of Gov- 
ernment at, I think, a comparatively reasonable rate. Sir, I beg to 
oppose both the motion.s of Mr. P. Banerji. 

Both the motions of Mr. P. Banerji were put and lost. 

(The time-limit allotted for the discussion of this head having 
been reached, no further motions were allowed to be moved.) 

The original demand of the Hon^ble Sir John Woodhead that a 
sum Rs. 8,09^ be granted far expenditure under the head “9A— 
Scheduled taxes’^ was then put and agreed to. 



140 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[ 16 th Mab., 


XIII, 15 and 55~lrrigation. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of H^s Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 34,29,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads “XIII — 
Irrigation — Working expenses,” ”15 — Other revenue expenditure 
financed from ordinary revenue,” and ”55 — Construction of irrigation, 
navigation, embankment and drainage works not charged to revenue.” 

In framing our budget for the ensuing year, we have kept in view 
the still unsatisfactory financial position of the province, and although 
the budget shows improvement in many respects over that for the 
current year, we have not been able to find funds for new major projects 
and have had to be content with the minimum necessary to enable us to 
carry on the onlinary normal activities of the department. The demand 
for next year is actually Rs. 8,19,000 more than the original grant and 
Rs. 5,79,000 more than the revised estimate for the current year. The 
two principal items that account for this increase, viz., the recondition- 
ing of the Anderson eir on the Damodar ( anal, and the provision 
made for contour sinweys, I will deal with them in detail later. I 
wish now only to emphasise the fact that, excluding tho-.e items, the 
Budget provides for an expenditure which is a little less than the 
original voted grant for the current year and is the absolute minimum 
require(L4o enable the department to carry out its noinial duties. 

The House will notice that the only provision for new works is the 
small sum of Rs. 4,909. This is for a few small schemes which are 
considered to be indispensably necessary in the best interests of the 
department. 

The details will be found in the Budget estimate of the department, 
and 1 need not mention them here. Apart from this sum, no provision 
has been made for any new works. The remainder of the provision for 
original works, as will be found from the figures given on pages 25 and 
26 of the departmental budget, is for certain works in progress and for 
the two principal items to which I have already referred and with which 
I will now deal in greater detail. 

Take first the provision of Rs. 93,000 under the head ”15B — 
Miscellaneous — New survey.” From the footnote on page 26 it will be 
observed that Rs. 83,000 is for new surveys — contour survey, and 
Rs. 10,000 is provided for gauge readings. 

It will also be noticed from the same page that Rs. 29,000 has been 
provided for contour survey in the current year. The Hon’ble the 
Finance Member in his Budget speech has made a reference to this 
provision, and I think it necessary th# I should explain to the l^ouse 
the meaning of these figures and the policy that underlies them. 
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It has been said and will probably be said again that Government 
are making delay in bringing into operation the provisions of the Bengal 
Development Act. That i.s not so. Government are taking all the 
necessary preliminaries to bring the Act into operation. But, as this 
House was repeatedly infonned when the Bill was under discussion here, 
the preliminaries which are absolutely necessary before the Act can be 
applied with proper advantage to new major projects cannot be com- 
pressed into the space of a few weeks, or even a few months. One of 
the most important preliminaries, if not the most important, is the 
necessity for the collection of adequate data for the proper examinn- 
tion of new schemes. 

Without adequate da<a, proj^ress in the execution of lar^re ini^ra. 
tion projects is clearly impossible. With a view, therefore, to the 
working out of schemes which it is hoped to bring before this Council 
as early as possible for execution under the provisions of the Develop- 
ment Act, Government have decided to undertake surveys in parts of 
Western and Central Bengal where there is the best prospect of early 
completion of large irrigation schemes to w^hich the provisions of the 
Act may suitably be applied. A start has, in fact, already been made 
in the currenl year. The present programme for contour surveys is a 
three-year one. Kupees 29,000 has already been allotted this year for 
this purpose, and it is proposed to allot Rs. 79,000 for the same purpose 
next year. The programme will be completed in the third year. 

. . ^ 

I may mention for the information of the House that among the 

areas selected for survey during this year and the next are those which 
it is hoped will be covered by such schemes as the More Reservoir 
Scheme and the Dakeswari Scheme. 

Both these schemes have been jiartially investigated by the depart- 
ment and considerable progre.ss has been made with them. The former 
is a large scheme for providing irrigation facilities on a large scale to 
the districts of Mur.shidabad and Birbhum. The latter is a scheme for 
the benefit of Bankura district in particular. Before these schemes can 
be completed and finally examined, the information which can only 
be collected by a detailed contour survey is required. These are not 
the only schemes which Government have in contemplation but, as I 
have explained, they are schemes in connection with which some pro- 
gre^ has already been made and they, therefore, offer a rea.sonably good 
prospect of being ready for the final consideration of Government and 
of this Council at an earlier date than large projects about which no 
accurate data have so far been collected. I trust that what I have said 
will show to the House that the department is doing all that is possible 
with the limited resources at its command, and that it is entirely wrong 
to say that we are doing ibthin^to bring about as speedy an applica* 
tion ol the Development Act to new projects as is humanly possible. I 



142 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[16th Mab.» 

have explained the reasons for the provision of funds for contour 
surveys; let me now take up the provision made in the Budget for the 
reconditioning of the Anderson Weir. 

As members are aware, the Anderson Weir on the Damodar Canal 
was seriously damaged by the abnormally high floods in August last. 
Members are also aware that Government called in the advice of an 
expert from the Punjab where they have had long experience of similar 
weirs. This expert examined the weir and submitted a report, which 
was considered by a committee consisting of three Chief Engineers in 
the Punjab. According to the report of that committee, Government 
decided to undertake at once the essential repairs to the Anderson Weir, 
and members will recollect that a supplementary demand for this purpose 
was made and granted in the last session. That grant was for urgent 
work during the current year necessary to prevent the possibility of a 
total collapse of the weir during the next floods. A reference to the 
footnotes on page 26 of the Departmental Budget will show that 
Rs. 3,33,000 is being spent during the current year on those repairs 
which liad to be undertaken without any delay. The Budget for next 
year contains a provision of Rs. 8,12,000 for completing tlie repairs 
necessary to make tlie weir safe and efhcient. 

The revised estimate for repairing and reconditioning the weir is 
Rs. 12,98,000, of wliich Rs. 11,45,000 is debitable to works under head 
“55,” and Rs. 1,53,000 to “Maintenance and repairs” under head 
“XIII-l.” When tliis t’ouncil was asked last session to vote the 
supplementary demand, members were informed that the estimate for 
the special repairs amounted to Rs. 9,27,000. An explanation is due of 
the increase of Rs. 3,71,000 for wliich provision is now being made. 
The reason for the increase is this: In the report of the Punjab experts 
which w’as first submitted to Government it was stated that repairs to 
the extent of Rs. 9,27,000 were absolutely essential and must be carried 
out at once if the weir was to be saved. It was also stated that in the 
opinion of the committee further works for tlie better protection of the 
w’eir were very desirable but that, pending an examination of the results 
of certain tests in the research laboratory at Lahore the committee were 
not unanimous that they were essential and since the financial position 
of the Government of Bengal precluded the spending of more money 
than was absolutely necessary, they might perhaps be omitted. Subse- 
quently, a further report was received after the experimental test# had 
been carried out, and it was recommended that the additional work 
already suggested as highly desirable should also be carried out. This 
additional work consists principally of a line of impervious piling on 
the down-stream side of the weir in addition to the piling accepted as 
essential on the up-stream side. After mature consideration, Govern- 
ment have decided that this work must also* be done and that it would 
not be prudent to omit it. This explains the increase in the esti&ate. 
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I trust that what I have said will make it clear that Government, 
after very careful consideration, are doing no more than is, on the best 
* possible advice obtainable, necessary to ensure the safety and proper 
working of this very important structure upon which the whole system 
of irrigation from the Damodar Biver depends. 


I have now explained in full the reasons for the provision in next 
3’ear's Budget of approximately Rs. 4 lakhs more tlian is provided in the 
current year’s Budget under the heads “Works" and “Extensions and 
improvement.” Members will observe that the provision for “Mainten- 
ance and repairs" under all heads in next year’s budget amounts to 
Rs. 14,()7.800 as against Rs. 12,25,400, the grant for the current year. 
The proposal for next year, however, includes the following items: — 


Rupees 86,000 for special repairs to the Anderson Weir. (This I 
have already explained.) Rupees 61,000 as reserve for unforeseen 
requirements, such as flood damage. (This is the usual precautionary 
measure and is necessary.) Rupees 2,21,000 on account of adjustment 
of charges for loss of stock on dredgers. This last item, perhaps, 
requires some further explanation. This is a book adjustment. This 
sum is debited under head “XIIl-A” and a per contra credit of the same 
amount lias lieen taken under bead “15B — Suspense," as will be seen 
fr<»m the entries on pages 10-11 and 10 of the Departmental Budget. 
The ])lus and minus entries thus cancel each other ultimately and do 
not afl'ect the Budget total. The loss on stock referred to in these item.? 
rejiresents the difference between the book value of certain spare parts 
of the five dredgers and their present market value. These spare parts 
were bought and paid for along with the dredgers themselves. They 
were shown in the past as jiart of the capital expenditure on dredgers. 
Thej^ are, however, more properly accounted for as stock and, therefore/ 
they were some time ago transferred in the accounts to that head. The 
transfer was made according to the original value and since they have 
been in stocl^ for a considerable number of years, they have now been 
written down to their actual market value. Allowing for spare parts 
that have been used, for certain petty losses and for depreciation, the 
difference now to be adjusted in the stock account amounts in all to- 
Rs. 2,21,000. 

This bring® me to the subject of the dredgers themselves. The- 
department has in all 5 dredgers — the Foyers, Alexandra, Ronaldshay ,, 
Cowley, and Burdwan. Owing to the fa<t that during the past few 
years there have been no funds available for expenditure on new big 
waterways projects involving large dredging operations, these 5 vessels 
have nqt been fully employed, and there has been in »ome quarter® 
a persistent demand that they should be got rid of. 

For the information of the House I will endevour to explain the 
facti^of the case. The dredger Foyers was purchased in 1907, the^ 
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Aleaandra in 1914, the RonaUdshay^ Cowley^ and Burdwan in 1923-24. 
The Foyers is nearing the end of her life. She has been a most use- 
ful vessel and economical to run. After her last reconditioning she 
was independently examined and it was found that she coitld not be 
expected to last for more than 4 years. Nearly 2 years have already 
passed since then and after, at most, another 2 years it will not be 
economical to keep her in service. To replace the Foyers^ the 
department must have at least one dredger. Government are advised 
that for this purpose the Ronaldsliay is the most suitable dredger and 
therefore she must be retained. The Romddshay, however, is a very 
powerful vessel, and it would not always be economical to use her for 
the lighter work which the department is called on to undertake. 
For this lighter w'ork in the smaller rivers and khah the Alexandra 
is more suitable and more economical. She, therefore, must also be 
retained for this work and also as a reserve to the Ronaldshay when 
the Foyers has been scrapped. There remain the Cowley and 
Burdwan. It is true that in the last year or tw'o these vessels have 
not been ade(iuately employed and that they have not paid their w'ay, 
so to speak. That it w’ould ))e wuse to scrap these vessels Government 
are by no means convinced, but in deference to the desire expressed 
in this House, Government have been making endeavours for their 
disposal at a fair price. During the current year advertisements with 
complete specifications of the.se vessels have been sent to every province 
in India and to the Indian States, to the High Commissioner for 
India Ijondon and to the High Commissioner for Egypt. In fact, 
Goverumeiit have used every means at their disposal to advertise these 
dredgers for sale throughout the w’orld. As a result of this advertise- 
aient, We have already received tw’o enquiries — one from, France and 
line from Burma. In both the.se cases negotiations lare proceeding. 

In addition to this, Government are awaiting a reply to their 
enquiries through the High Commissioner for Egypt, regarding the 
use of one of tliese ve.ssels for the dredging of thfe harlx)ur at 
Alexandria, a project which has recently been taken up by the 
Egyptian Government. In these circumstances, it is not possible for 
Government to consider any proposal to dispose of tliese two dredgera 

as scrap. . ^ 

*■ . . 'i »»* 

Figures have in the past been quoted to show that Government are 

spending annually very large sums of money for the upkeep of these 
dredgers. If members will turn to pages 10-11 of the department’s 
Budget they will find that, excluding expenditure on account of 
adjustment of loss of stock which I have already exptained, the 
dredgers Cowley and Burdwan are estimated to cost during the 
ensuing year a total sum of Rs. 58,400. To come to a decision now 
to dispose of these two vessels for a few thousand rupees as scrap in 
order to save the cost of ^their upkeep for another year, wohld obviously 
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be unwise, when there are chanres that they can be disposed of at 
fnir market rates, that is to say, for several lakhs apiece. In iny 
explanation 1 have taken no account of tlie interest char^jes or the 
repayment of loan on account of these vessels. Those items of expen- 
diture will have to be met whether the dred<»:ers are scrapped or sold 
at fair prices or not sold at all. They do not, therefore, affect my 
argument. I would, however, j>oint out that those j)ayments on 
account of interest and loan will be completed in a tew years’ time 
and these vessels will then be the absolute ]U‘operty, so to speak, of 
the Bengal Government. 

I turn now to the remaining itmes of the Budget about which there 
is not a grwit deal to be said, sinc'e thc> include nothing more than 
the usual ordinary charges lor carrying on the routine work of the 
department. 

Take first ^‘I'istahlishinent charg'es.” The total pntvision distri-* 
buted i>ro ratn under the s(>v(‘ral major heads is Ks. 1 •».2d,0l)(), the 
same as the current \ cat’s giant. There* is a slight incrc'use in regard 
to voted estahlishmenl ov(‘r the current uair, hut this is counter- 
balanced by a decrease in non-votod establishment. The slight 
increase in voted (‘stablishment is account(‘d foi' by the normal 
increase due to increments of pay ami to the jirovision math* for extra 
temporary staff' in the Damodar Ganal DiMsion. The dect’ease in 
non-voted establishment is due to decre4ise in the cadre* of AR-Didia 
Service Officers, wliic h as a measure of retremdiment has been rc'chiced 
from do to 10. There has iilso been a reduction in Jbovincial Service* 
Officers from 21 to Hi, and there have been i eductions in suboidinato 
and tempoiAjN staffs and in the various onic(*s. Tn short, establisbJ^ 
ment (diJlrges Imve be(*n reduced to the absolute minimum. 

lastly, we come to the head “Tools and plant.” d’he jirovision 
under this item is Rs. 02,000 or about Bs. 2,000 less than for the 
current year. Here, again, a miniinuni provision has been made, 
having regard to the normal re{|ul remen t.s. 

In conclusion, I would like to .siiy again tliat the Budget of the 
Irrigation Dej>artment has been framed with the utmost economy and 
with due rlgtid to the unsatisfactory financial condition of the 
province. 

It contains nothing tliat is not necessary, and I am afraid that it 
omits much that is desirable but that cannot be undertaken in the 
present state of provincial finances. 

In this connection, I may refer briefly to the proposed establish* 
ment of a Waterways Board under the Bengal Waterways Act of 
1984 ^ members will remember, the proposal to establish this 
board and the passing of the Waterwi|||f8 Act was a direct o^ltcome of 
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the Report of the Waterways Enquiry Committee of 1930. That 
committee was of opinion that for the better maintenance and develop- 
ment of our great rivers and waterways as well as for the extremely 
urgent and important work connected with the resuscitation of our 
dead and dying rivers, ^ considerable expansion of the Irrigation 
Department was necessary. As a result of the committee’s recom- 
mendations, Government gave their serious consideration to this 
question which was very largely one of finance. The result was the 
Waterways Act of 1934 which was to enable Governrnent to set up 
independently of tlie Irrigation Department an authority to undertake 
this extremely difficult and important work. Since it was not within 
the bounds of possibility that Government could, with their existing 
resources, finance the operations of the board, the Act provided, in 
addition to a limited contribution from provincial revenues, for the 
imposition of certain fees and tolls on river-craft of all descriptions 
^*to raise the necessary funds that the board would require for its 
operations. XTiifortunately, the financial condition of the province 
has prevented, and still prevents, the formation of the board and 
Government consider that in present circumstances there is little 
prospect of the board being able to commence its operations with any 
reasonable hope of success. The House may, however, rest assured 
that Government are very carefully watching the situation and that 
the esteblishment of the board will be proceeded with as soon as 
Government have reason to believe that conditions have sufficiently 
improved to allow the board a fair chance of functioning efficiently. 

In the meantime, the department is doing all that it can with its 
very limited staff and funds to meet the situation. The investigation 
of schemes in connection with the resuscitation of the dead and dying 
rivers of Central Bengal is proceeding and, as the House is aware, 
certain comparatively small but important works have been carried 
out. ^ 

Before I resume my seat, I would ask members to bear in mind 
the difficulty and complexity of the numerous problems that confront 
the department, and the fact that staff and expenditure have been 
reduced to the utmost possible limit. 

A very great deal of the normal work of the department is not 
spectac^jldr, but nevertheless it is of vital importance to the health 
jmli pi%i>erity of the province. To take an example, the depcirtment, 
while adopting the policy of the gradual abandoninent of embank- 
ments constructed in many cases long 4 go as a crude method of 
protection and insurance against floods and the incursion, of saline 
water, at ill continues to maintain many hundreds of miles of embank- 
ments upon which depend the safety and the livelihood of many 
thousands of oeonle. 
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I will not weary the House with further details concerning the 
variety of work done by the department. What I have said is, I 
liope, sufficient to show that the grant which is now demanded is the 
irreducible minimum for the many requirements of the department. 

With these words, Sir, I move my motion. 

Motions for reduction. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 28,500 under the head “XIII — Irrigation expenses — 

A (Prcniuctive) Extension and improvements — Damodar Canal inrlud- 
ing Eden Canal” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

It will be in the recollection of the House that when the Rural 
Development Bill was on the legislative anvil, it was stated by the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of Irrigation that the important qiiestion . 
of the rivers and canals in Bengal <ould only be satisfactorily dt^alt 
with under the Rural Development Act, and it was pointed out that 
whatever might happen to that Act in the future, the scheme for the 
levy of improvement fee, rather the development fee, should certainly 
operate in the case of the Damodar and Eden Canals combined. The 
reason for this, as was pointed out from this and other sides of the 
House, was not far to seek. The Damodar Canal was ex(iav«ted at 
the cost of crores of rupees (I think I shall be right in saying at an 
amount of about 70 per cent, over the original estimate, which was 
large enough in all conscience) and it was apparent to Government 
that unless they made a law by wdiich the cultivators had to pay a 
certain money, water or no water, this reckless expenditure could not 
be met. Why meeting the expenditure, interest on the same would 
not be paid? The policy of the Irrigation Department of Bengal liafl 
been under criticism for a long long time now . Not to take the memory 
of the Council back over a long series of years, if you go back only 
3 years, you will find in March, 1933, during the Budget session the 
then Hon’ble Member in charge of Irrigation, talking of the resus- 
citation of rivers and canals, said that it must be done by the 
Waterways Trust and said tliat he expected to see the W^iterways 
Trust in being within that year — 1933. In March, 1934, when the 
same Hon’ble Member was in charge of Irrigation and he was tackled 
he said: “Well, gentlemen, do not lose patience; you will have the 
Waterways Board at the earliest possible opportunity.” I 4111 put- 
ting his very words. Then in March, 1935, came a new Hon’ble 
Member and a new orientation of things. The Waterways Bill had 
been passed by the House about two years back. The next one was 
the Rural Development Bill and the Hon’ble Member said: *‘We 
must have it under the Rural Development Bill.” Now that Hon’ble 
Membe^ has gone away for a short time on a pilgrimage, an Amurath 



148 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[ 16 th Mae., 


succeeds, and that gentleman will presently get up and say: ^Tou 
will have to wait till the Water Hyacinth Bill is in operation.’* Sir, 
that is the sort of thing that we are witnessing in this House and, 
probably, from all that we hear, if the life of the Council is again 
prolonged, we sliall have the sight of some other Bill — I do not know 
what it may be — we hear we will have an extension till November. 
There will possibly be another Bill for the purpose of carrying on a 
propaganda against malaria and small-jmx in cliarge of the Hon’ble 
Minister for Public Health, and then the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of Irrigation will say wait till that Bill is in operation as that Board 
will take up as part of its duties charge of the inland rivers and 
channels. Sir, joking apart, I do think that Government ought to 
come out with something suhstanlial in the way of improving this 
dreadful problem of resuscitating the dead and dying rivers of 
Bengal. It is no use having ainals and liaving weirs which break 
down within 4 months and then having engineers from all over the 
W'orld to help you at an enormous cost and say — AVell, just pay 
another <‘rore and tlie thing will he all right ! It is much too fantastic 
a claim imide on behalf of Government for these hills, and what they 
do S4iy is tliat they will sit (knvn with folded hands, and like the 
Bengal pe^isant who waits for rain froiu heaven, the Government of 
Bengal wait for some providential dispensation by which tlie rivers 
can be made to flow again. We have had no policy, we have had 
enough of talks and the people of Burdwan, who have got to pay 
rates \\hether they get water or not, are sick of having these cheery 
hopes held out to them from year to year. I have tabled this motion 
for the purpose of hearing what the policy of the department is, not 
what the policy of the*IIon’ble Member for the time being is. We 
were, at least I was, under the impression that the cliange of the 
personnel of a member of Government does not mean a change in the 
policy of the Government. I-^have been waiting to hear what the 
new Member who is looking after the physical needs of Bengal, while 
the permanent Member is looking after his own spiritual needs, has 
got to say. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I am sorry 
that Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was not here w'hen I explained the 
steps taken by Government to bring the Act into operation. The Act 
received the assent of the Governor General in January, 1936, and 
notifications have been issued and preliminary steps are being taken 
to bring it into operation. As far as the other Bills are concerned, 
I have nothing to do with them, but as far as the Bengal Development 
Bill is concerned, as I have explained in my introductory speech, 
Government are taking all the steps to bring that Act into operation 
as quickly a possible. There has been no change of policy ^gnd the 
department is working on the same assurance that was given by the 
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then Hon’ble Member in charge. I believe Mr. Nareudra Kumar 
•Basu wanted just to know what the Government had been doing to 
bring the Bengal Development Act info operation. 


Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASU: Not that, but what you are 
doing about rivers and canals. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: As far as rivers 
and canals are concerned, as I liave explained in iny intrinhictorv speech, 
we have not got money to take up big schemes and works. There 
is another most important point as far as tliese schemes are concerned. 
We have not got sufficient scientific data at our disjmsal to go on with 
any scheme. I liave explained. Sir, certain Budget j)rovisions have 
been made to collect these scientific data and things like lhat, and 
unless and until those scientific data are collected, no scdieine can be 
properly worked. That is the position. I believe when the Develop- 
ment Bill was under consideration in this House, the then Hon’ble 
Member in charge exf)lained the jmsition and there has been no 
change since then. Within the last six months the tiiiancisil ])()sition 
of Government has not materially changed that Mr. Narendra Kumar 
Basu can say that Government have got sufficient money at their dis- 
posal to go on with such big schemes. Nor have they been able to 
collect sufficient data to g(» on \Nilh those schemes. This is the posi- 
tion of Government. As I have explaine<i, a contour survey is 
necessary to enable Government to decdde which schemes might to 
be taken u]) and how to proceed with them. Sir, this is tlie e\])lana- 
tion that I have to offer. 

The motion was put and lost. 

(The (’ouncil was then adjourned for fifteen minutes. i 


(After Adjournment.) 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 30,350 under the head “XIII-A— Working expense —Extension 
and improvements” be reduced by Bs. 100 (necessity of forming a 
mixed committee of the Railway and Irrigaticm authorities to go into 
the whole question of opening sufficient waterways in the Eastern 
Bengal Railway line and to let in sufficient water into the Matha- 
bhanga with the object of reviving the dead and dying rivers of the 
Nadia and Jessore districts and incidentally to provide security to 
the Hardinge Bridge). 

Sit, I have made clear in the note appended to my motion the 
object for which I am moving this cut. It is a subject which I have 
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been dinning into the ears of Government year after year. It is a 
subject which is fraught with so much importance, which is so vital 
to the interest of this province and which is so important to the life 
and health of the inhabitants of the districts of Nadia and Jessore 
that I cannot but emphasise too much upon the importance of it. 
Last year I showed to the Hon’ble Member in charge of Irrigation 
from the map that I had with me that the rivers of the districts of 
Nadia and Jessore take their rise principally indirectly from the 
Ganges but directly from its branch which is known as the Matha- 
bhanga. A little glance at the map of these localities will show that 
the five rivers which run their course through the districts of Nadia 
and Jessore, all rise from that important river. Nature in its wisdom 
had provided sufficient inlet of water into these rivers in days past, 
but human hand interfering with the work of nature has caused havoc 
the like of which is yet to be seen. If you look to the history of 
Jessore by Mr. Westland, you will find that formerly this river 
Mathabhanga had a curved course rising from the Ganges where it 
rises now and all the six rivers of Nadia and Jessore, the Naba- 
ganga, the Bhairab, the Betna, the Ichamati, the Chitra and so on, 
had their rise from tliat curved river which the hand of nature had 
worked out for its i)aHsage. You will find that near about the year 
1830 the Collector of Nadia, for wdiich 1 have a special grudge 
against the people of Nadia, tried to straighten out the course of that 
river. His name was a great name, but its eft'ect was very bad for 
us; his name was William Shakespeare. The Collector of Nadia 
straiglitened the course of the Mathabhanga by digging an outlet — 
a channel — for it in a straight line, and the result of it is that we have 
the Mathabhanga as at present, a river straightened down, naturally 
leaving its curve dry, with the sources of the rivers dried up, having 
no flushing water to fill its course. If I could show the course of the 
river on a blackboard, I could convince the Hon’ble Member and my 
friends here that this single act was responsible for destroying tw'o big 
districts of this province. The river was coming down in a curved 
course and it was straightened out. Naturally, the river that was 
flowing along a curved course changed its course, dry land inter- 
vened, and the other rivers dried up. To heap misery upon us, now 
came the Eastern Bengal Railway line. The Mathabhanga was able 
to feed these rivers more or less to a certain extent, but the Eastern 
Bengal Railway line w^as laid parallel to the Mathabhanga. As I 
have clearly pointed out in the small booklet I published last year, a 
copy of which was presented to the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Irrigation Department, this line laid by human hand but without 
any brain, stopped the course of these rivers, and right across the 
channel of these rivers the railway embankment was laid and the rail- 
way line w^as carried over it. If you go to the station DarsanE, you 
will find that that station is situated exactly on the bed of the river 
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CLiitra. If you establish railway station on the bed of a river, what 
• becomes the fate of that river? The river dies out, and such has been 
the case with the Chitra. Sir, 1 have pointed out these t hinges in my 
booklet, and, fortunately, the year before last there was an un- 
precedented flood, which, also, I have mentioned in my booklet. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE; Perhaps, my 
friend has made a mistake: the (’hilra is nowhere near .Darsauu. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAKSHs The (’hitra was there, but it has 
changed its course since a station was established on its bed. You 
can take it from me tliat it you establish a railway station on the bed 
of a river, that river will certainly have to And out another outlet. 
If you read the history of these rivers~for e.vample. if you go 
through Mr. Westland’s histor\— \ou uill And that formerly the 
Chitra was there, and that it is the railwjiy station that divei'led its 
course, with the ultimate result that it dried up. It is for this reason 
that I suggest that since tlie railway ha.s pla>ed such havoc with our 
rivers, it is but just and proper that the railway should see that some 
helj) is rendered by it to resuscitate them. Jf these rivers. Sir, hud 
simply died out as water-courses, I would have no objection. Put, 
Sir, along with this dying out ot these rivei.-^ have come malaria in 
its w'ake, and infertility and impoverishment of land to an extent 
unheard of before. The people that i>o])ulated these tracts of laud 
have died out like flies. Itlaluria and other diseases have played 
havoc with them, and these lands and regions are lying desolate. Not 
only that, Sir; the tracts of land in Jessore and Nadia through which 
the rivers Kapotakslii, Nabaganga, Phairab, and Chitra Aowed are 
now' laid practically waste and are uiiAt for human habitation. You 
w'ill find that the climate of these parts of the country was so healthy 
and nice, that even Europeans settled and lived there. You will still 
find there the big kuthis of the indigo-planters lying desolate without 
anyone inhabiting them, because on account of the climate becoming 
malarious these planters found it impossible to live there. 

(At this stage the Hon’ble the President vacated the Chair, w'hich 
was occupied by Mr. Deputy President.) 

Only a few years ago the sole inhabitant of this place was a lady 
named Mrs. Monnier, who had a Ivtfti there. She used to live, Sir, 
aiuue, w'lfu Her doors ana windows stiut, while jackals and wolvei 
prowled about her house. Ultimately, she was compelled to leave 
the place, leaving her house to he an abode for beasts of prey. This 
I have repeated in this House more than once, and I think the subject 
is so very touching that it is not too often that I can repeat it. 
Therefore, Sir, I suggest that since the Eastern Bengal Hailway line 
has done so much damage to our rivers, it is but meet and proper that 
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tiie railway authorities should make amends for it. The flood that 
came into tJje Mathabhanga and into the Ganges the year before last . 
showed that the Hardinge Bridge was in danger. I am not an expert, 
Sir, but simply an amateur, but as a result of my studies of the river 
conditions I suggested some very simple means, viz., that if jou draw 
out a certain quantity of water by excavating or dredging these 
rivers whicii would inqjrove tlieir channels and also their capacity of 
drawing water, you naturally decrease the flow of the Ganges, and, 
incidentally, attbrd protection and safety to the bridge. Fortunately, 
as soon as I had written that booklet of mine, it came to the 
knowledge of a very able man in the Irrigation Department, viz., 
Mr. T. A. ( Hirry, the Ghief Engineer, who read it and at once wrote 
a noie upon it. I arn glad to say that he has agreed with me on every 
point. Since then, I have been delil)erating on these points, and I 
have been referring to these problems times without number and 
suggesting that some negotiations shfuild be opened with the railway 
authorities, so that money provided from their funds — since our funds 
are depleted, since we have no money as the Ilon’ble Member has 
already said — money drawn out from their funds for the safety of the 
bridge may be s])ent incidentally to improve these rivers. We know 
that the year before lust the railway authorities spent TiS lakhs of 
rupees for the protection of the Hardinge Bridge. And what was 
the nature of the protection? Simply provision of boulders and 
stones! I say spend some amount to improve these river courses; 
open out the waterways; and open out your culverts, bridges below the 
railway lines. With this money make arrangements to let the flood- 
water of the Ganges pass into the Mathabhanga. What would be its 
eflect then? The railway bridge would be safe, and, incidentally, 
these rivers would also be improved. That was my suggestion. Sir, 
but it was not accepted by Government. But, instead of leaving 
matters entirely in the hands of Government — because I know that 
Government refuse to move and they are very callous as regards expen- 
diture and unless some inspiration comes to them from above, it is veiy 
difficult to make them work, for the simple reason that those who 
run the Government do not understand the problem — instead of 
leaving matters in the hands of Government, I went up to the rail- 
way authorities. I saw the Agent and the Chief Engineer of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway. They appointed a day for discussion of the 
subject with me. I had a long discussion with the engineers — 
Mr. Morgan and Mr. Harvey. They wrote a note upon the discus- 
sion to the Railway Board. This note was a confidential note and 
they did not give me a copy of it, but I intimated the fact of our 
discussion to His Excellency the Governor. The Hon’ble Member 
might try to obtain a copy of that note. Since then, I have been 
trying, according to the advice of the railway authorities, to 
upon this Government the desirability of forming a commit^ go 
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into this whole question. This is the su^rgestion of the Railway 
Agent who told me that if I could make this Government appoint a 
committee they w'ould he very glad to nominate a member on that 
committee. If the committee after deliberation came to some prac- 
ticable conclusions, both the railway authorities and this Govern- 
ment would be bound to follow their recommendations. If it is 
proved that the action of the railways has done any harm to these 
rivers — d;hese are the w^ords of one of their engineers — if it is proved 
that the railway line has caused damage to the rivers and if they are 
asked to provide funds for that purpose, they would certainly do it, 
but that must be determined not b\ you or by me, hut h\ a com- 
petent committee which would be able to pronounce authoritatively 
on the subject, and it is for this reason that 1 have moved this 
motion. I w'ould request the Hon’ble Member to move in the mat Ur 
and w’rite to the railway authoritie.s whether the\ wouhl be willing, 
in the interest of the province from which tlie.N derive tlieir ]>rofits, 
to go into the matter and, incidentally to cotisider the desirability of 
forming a committee. My only complaint is against the llon’ble 
Irrigation Member — not the ])re.sent Member, l)ecause he is (juite hew 
on the saddle — but against the Member who is now absent, and 
incidentally, against the dejmrtment, for not taking any ste])s. AVhy 
should you sleep Why should >ou keej) idley Move in the matter; 
WTite to the railway autiiorities, either io su)>j)ly funds for the 
resuscitation of the rivers or to ojien out waterways in the railway line 
through which water may pass. If they do not agree, let there be a 
committee to investigate the entire (pjestion and bring out soni(‘thing 
which would be dej)endal)Ie. I may sjieak as an anialeiir and the 
Hon’ble Member, too, being new’ to his ottice may not he abb* to 
pronounce authoritatively on the subject, and even the permanent 
Member may not be an ex})ert in irrigation problems. Gf course, 
there are expert engineers in the Irrigation Department, hut what 
the engineers of the Irrigation Department may advi.se the engineers 
of the Railw^ay Department will veto, and so this controversy wdll 
go on for all time. If the engineers of the Irrigation Departtnent say 
something, it is quite po.ssihle that the engineers of the Railway 
Department will veto; and if the engineers of the Railway Department 
say something, it is quite possible that the efigineers of the Irrigation 
Department will similarly veto it. To avoid that, I suggest that all 
these heads should be put together to discuss this problem, and it ig 
for that reason that I submit that there should be a committee and 
that it should go into the entire question, to find out the best possible 
means to revive these rivers. The Hon^ble Member in his speech 
spoke about the Bengal Development Act. The entire scheme of the 
Act is the resuscitation of the river Mathabhanga, if I remember 
aright. I say this from a study of the brochure written by 
Mr^ To,imend. The entire scheme is to resuscitate the Mathabhanga, 
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to bring in water into the Mathabhanga, to allow that water to 
irrigate and fertilize the land, and, incidentally, revive these rivers 
of which I am speaking. If you do that, you have got to do some 
spade-work in the first instance, and I think the spade-work*^ should 
take this form. Let there be a committee to go into this queMion, a 
committee appointed by this Government and the railway ailthorities. 
If what the members of the committee say by way of agreement is 
approved, then there should be no objection to appoint menibers on 
the mixed committee that I propose. Let them go into and thresh out 
the entire problem and then come to concrete, cut-ahd-dried 
proposals. 

Last year, when I spoke there was a providential help .for us, 
viz., that the sandbanks at the mouth of the Mathabhanga were 
washed away and waters entered in large quantities into the Matha- 
bhanga, but, unfortunately, this year, as I have pointed out, there 
being no sufficient outlet for water, the Mathabhanga could not carry 
as much water as it could have, with the result that the slowing 
current produced a redeposit of sand at the mouth of the Matha- 
bhanga, which has increased our task considerably. You failed 
through your letliargy to utilize the providential help thus sent to 
you without any cost on your part. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Order, order. I must adjourn the 
Council now. You can continue your speech to-morrow, Maulvi 
Sahib. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Tuesday, the 17th 
March, 1930, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Pkiicetdings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
t the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Th^ Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta," on Tuesday, the 17th March, 1936, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sir Manmatiia Nath Hat 
Chowhhury, of San tosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 93 nominated 
and elected meml)ers. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Military route marehes in Midnapore. 

•58. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Political Department lye pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that military route marches are now going 

on in the Midnui>ore district; 

(ii) whether it is a fact that durbars or meetings are held in 

different villages during the march and the “Union Jack'' 
is hoisted for public salutation ; 

(Hi) whether it is a fact that people of the locality, specially known 
Congress workers, are ordered to salute the bag; 

(iv) whether it is a fact that people, specially Congress workers, 
who refused to salute the flag are assaulted by the military; 

(v) whether it is a fa(;t that Dr. Mohini Mohan Pati of Debra 
in the Sadar subdivision and Mukhtear Babu Sreedhar 
Chandra Samanta, Babu Kumar Chandra Jana of Basudev- 
pur, Sutahata police-station, and Babu Rash Behari Jana of 
Dalinichak, Sutahata police-station, of the Tamluk 
subdivision in the Midnapore district, were assaulted by the 
military for not saluting the “Union Jack” ; and 

(vi) whether it is a fact that Sreedhar Babu, after being assaulted 
was served with a notice under Suppression of Terrorist Act 
to attend three times in a week at the Tamluk thana which 
is about twelve miles off from his village and not at the 
Moyna thana which is only three miles distant from his 
village ? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) (vi) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for issuing of such a notice? 

(c) Is it a fact that Sreejut Nagendra Nath Sen, a Congress worker 
of the Sadar subdivision, was served with a similiar notice to attend the 
thana twice daily? 

(d) Is it a fact, that funds are being raised by the President- 
Panchayat and circle officers to meet the exj)enses of durbars and 
meetings against the objections of the people? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Member aware* — 

(i) that the people of the localities are financially hard hit; and 
(n) l^hat consequently discontent is spreading among them? 


(/) Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to state — 

(i) why repressive measures wwe taken against Babu Kumar 

Chandra J ana of Barbasudevpiir in the Tamliik subdivision ; 
and 

(ii) why he was served with a notice to attend the Siitahata jwlice- 

station twice a week? 

(^) Is it a fact that his only offence was that he failed to put in 
attendance at a flag-hoisting ceremony? 

(//) Is the Hon’ble Meml)er aware — 

(i) that no terrorist or revolutionary activities have been charged 
against the aforesaid Babu Kumar Chandra Jana; and 

(n) that the only offence of Babu Kumar Chandra Jana was that 
he took part in the agitation against the establishment of 
union l>oards in the Tamluk subdivision? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the HofPbh 
Sir Robert Reid): (a) (i) and {ii) Such marches were earned out 
between the middle of January and the middle of February this year 
accompanied by ceremonial parades at which the flag is hoisted. 

(m) All prominent people of the locality were invited to attend, no 
distinction being made between Congress workers and others. 

(iv) No. 

(v) Dr. Mohini Mohan Pati rCvSponded to an invitation to attend the 
ceremony and then deliberately insulted the flag and the military 
detachment. He was made to stand and salute the flag. 

Babus Sree^har Samanta, Kumar Chandra Jana and Rash Behari 
Jana neither attended flag-saluting ceremonies nor were assaulted. 
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(rt) Babu Sreedhar Samanta was not assaulted. He was served 
with a notice to attend Taraluk police-station three times a week, his 
home village being within the jurisdiction of that police-station. 

(b) Notice was issued because Babu SretMTliar Samanta was engaged 
in activities subversive of public security. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 

(/) and (h) The district authorities were satisfied that lie was 
engaging himself in activities of a subversive character. 

(g) No. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; Will the Hoirble 
Member be pleased to state whether the Congress workers are usually 
invited in official function? 

Tho Hon’blo 8ir ROBERT REID: It depends what kind of function 
is meant. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: How was the 

flag insulted? Was it by not saluting it or by tearing it into piei'es? 


The Hon’ble 8ir ROBERT REID: 1 understand that the person in 
question stood and acted in a way which showed that he intended to 
disassociate himself from the other people who were attending the 
ceremony and thereby made it clear that he intended to be disrespect- 
ful to the flag. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Was any respon- 
sible executive officer present at the function? 

Tha HOfl’bla 8ir ROBERT REID: I want notice of that question, 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: How far is the 

village of Babu Sreedhar Samanta from the thana? 

Tha Hofl’bl# 8lf ROBERT REID: I have no information on that 
point; Sir. 

Mr. P, BANERJI: Is the Hon^ble Member in a position to contra- 
dict me when I say that the distance is 12 miles? 
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Th0 Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: If I had information, I would 
have given it. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that Sreedhar 
Samanta was assaulted not only by the Commandant, but also by four 
other military officers afterwards? 

The Hon’Me Sir ROBERT REID: I refer the hon’ble member to my 
answer to (a)(vi). 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that Dr. Mohini 
Mohan Pati did not insult the flag at all, but only refused to salute 
the flag? 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID; I have given the answer in (a)(v). 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is it compulsory on the part of everybody to 
salute the flag? 

The Hotl’We Sir ROBERT REID: By no means. 

Mr. Pi BANERJI: Is it not a fact that Kumar Chandra Jana was 
intemeil on the 2nd November? 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: I think an order was passed on 
Kumar Chandra Jana on or about the 2nd November. But he was not 
confined to his house. 

Ml^i P. BANERJI: Is it not a fact that Kumar Chandra Jana was 
home-interned and was not allowed to go out of his house from the 
2nd November, 1935? 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: No order was passed preventing 
him from leaving his house. 

Mfi Pi BANERJI: Is it not a fact that on the 17th February, in 
connection with a reply to a starred question given to me, the Hon’ble 
Member said that Kumar Chandra Jana was no longer under a ban, al- 
though it is a fact that he was arrested and was under a ban even at the 
time when the question was answered? 

Tha Hoil’ble Sir ROBERT REID: I gave that answer, Sir, on in- 
formation which I am quite satisfied was correct. 
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Mri Pt BANERJi; Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to make 
^an independent enquiry into the matter to ascetrain whether the ans- 
wers given were a violation of truth P 

The Hofl’ble Bir ROBERT REID: I have no intention of doing 
anything of the sort. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Hindu Satkar Samity and unclaimed dead bodies of Hindus. 

21. Rai Bahadur J0GE8H CHANDRA SEN: {a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Local Stdf-Government Department bo 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that in answer to the request of tho 
Hindu Satkar Samity, the Police Pojnmissioner of (•alcutta has stated 
that he is ordering* all unclaimed dead lK)dies of Hindus except those 
required for teaching juirposes to be made over to the Samity for 
disposal ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is under the instructions from the Government that 
the Police Commissioner is keeping back lM)dies for teaching 
purposes ; 

(u) whether the dead body of any Christian or Mussalman though 
unclaimed is ever used for teaching or dissection purposes; 
and 

(ui) whether it is a fact that only unclaimed Hindu dead bodies 
are so used ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that it is repugnant to the Hindu ideas and contrary to their 
religion and Shastric injunctions that Hindu dead bodies 
should be exposed for teaching purpose or di.ssecte<l ; and 

(n) that an institution, Hindu Satkar Samity, has been organised 
for disposing of all unclaimed Hindu dead bodies in 
Calcutta ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaserl to state whether there is 
any diflSculty in the way of the Hon’ble Minister directing the police 
and all hospitals in Calcutta and suburbs to make over unclaimed 
Hindu deed bodies to the said institution? 
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(e) When will4he Hon'ble Mihisrtet be in a position to declare the 
course he intends to adopt ^aa^'f^gards the disposal pf unclaimed Hindu 
dead bodies. 

(/) Is it a fact that the hospitals in Calcutta phone up the Christian 
and Muhainmad^B organisations for the disposal of unclaimed dead 
bodies ? 

ig) Is there any difficulty in the way of the same procedure being 
followed in the case of unclaimed Hindu dead bodies? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Yes. The 
Commi.ssioner of Police has since modified his order which now directs 
that all uiu laimed dead Imdies of Hindus in the Calcutta Police Morgue 
are to be made ovei' to the Samity. 

(h) (i) and (it) No. , ► .. 

(in) Yes. 

(c) (i) It is a matter of opinion. 

(ii) Yes. 

(J), (e) and (g) If it is not jwssible to retain a certain number of 
unclaimed bodies, instruction in Anatomy, Pathology and Operative 
Surgery will come to a standstill. It is projjoscd to convene shortly a 
conference of the rejnesontatives of all burial and cremation societies 
in or(ler to devise a solution of this very serious problem. 

(/) Intimation is generally sent. 


Rai Bahadur SATYA KINKAR SAHARA; Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that it is not simply a matter of opinion, but that it is a Shastric 
injunction that for the l)enefit of the soul of the departed his body 
should be cremated? 

The Hofi’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am not versed 
in ShaHric injunction, Sir. 


Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; In schools and 
hospitals where Anatomy is taught, is it a fact that the Hindus only 
receiA’e training or is not that Christians and Muhammadans'as well are 
taught there? 

Th# Hon’bto Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The members of all 
the three rommunities are there. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Why is it then 

that the Hindus only should eontribute to the teeching of diseeotionP 
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Til* HmiMM* Sir IMOY PRRSAb-tlNCH ROYtl think my friend 
• should encourage his community in^nafdliimt the cause of humanity. 

Rai BahMlur 8ATYA KINKAR SAHARRl Is the HonlHe Minister 
aware that in Europe where dead bodies are very scarce how teaching In 
Anatomy and Surgery ia conducted? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I want notice. 

Babu 8ATISH BHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister kindly consider the rjuestion of having projKirtionafe jier- 
centage of dead bodies in this matter? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That i.s exactly 
the object of the Conference I jirojiose to convene. 


BUDGET GRANTS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 
BENGAL, 1936-37. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

XII, 15 and 15— Irrigation. 


Motions for reductions. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Yesterday I was making a request 
to the Hon’ble Member that the jiroblem ot resuscitating tliesc rivers 
should be thoroughly and seriously gone into as the healtli, wealth and 
life of the people of these two districts, viz., Nadia and Jessore, depend 
very largely on the resuscitation of these rivers. The problem of 
irrigation of these riv#rs, and the way in wdiich suitable funds may be 
found to go into this question and execute the work, should be solved. 
I also suggested that as the Hovemment was not in a position to con- 
tribute ai present tovTirds the fund, some effort should lie made to find 
funds elsewhere. As it is patent and is never denied that the con- 
struction of the embankments by the Eastern Bengal Railway has much 
to do witli the matter b^ way of obstructing free flow of water to the 
channels, I think the Hon’ble Member should constitute a committee 
to go into the question, and in constituting that committee since Gov- 
ernment alone cannot take a decisive step in the matter, the B&stern 
Bengal Railway shomld also be inv^|i^^o serve on it and to go into 
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tke T d(f not know vietkerl the feastern Bengal Railway 

will agree to my request or to the request of the Hon’ble Member, but 
he should make an honest attempt towards the formation of a com- 
mittee, I did what I could ; I went to these authorities. I have tried 
io show it by means of data and have been supported in this respect 
by the highest Irrigation authority of the Government. I think these 
efforts should not go in vain, and some capital should be made out of 
it. I may quote the concluding sentences of Mr. Curry’s note. 
He said : — 

“If, however, the Bengal Government approach the Railway Board 
with a concrete scheme for improving the Mathabhanga, Jalangi and 
Bhugirathi systems, which will have the effect of largely reducing the 
discharge in the Ganges river, the Board might offer a contribution 
towards the scheme.” 

lie is of opinion that if any such scheme is gone into, it would be 
possible to secure the help of the Kastern Bengal Railway, which are 
a reasonable body, and it is in their own interest that they should con- 
tribute towards the (uirrying out of the scheme. Sii*, as I have already 
pointed out, the railway earn a large sum of money from these two 
districts and if it can be brought home to them and they are convinced 
that benefit w'ill accrue to them, I do not think they will refuse to 
assist us in the carrying out of the scheme. 1, therefore, suggest to 
the Hon’ble Member that he should move in this matter. Bast year 
I suggested the formation of a committee, but the then Hon’ble 
Member was not in a position to take a decisive stc]) because time was 
then very .short. A year has since elapsed and nothing decisive has 
been done. The Hon’ble Member in charge of Irrigation, w'ho is now 
on leave, told me that sojue efforts were being made towards solving 
the problem ; The railway authorities had been written to, but no reply 
had yet been received. I had been to the deinirtment and consulted the 
officers there. They also gave me some information to the effect that 
steps had been taken and some move had been made in this direction, 
and the railway authorities had been written to and .so on. It was also 
said that they were trying to work out a coucrete proposaKin regard 
to this matter. Now, Sir, I would like to know from the Hon’ble 
Member how far this proposal has proceeded — whether he has received 
a reply from the railway authorities or whether the railway authorities 
have been written to to expedite the matter. The matter is very 
at urgent. As I told you last year, on a computution of the average* death 
ra^te spread over a number of years it has been found, and it has been 
admitted also jn answer to my questions, that^n an average in these 
areas about two to three thousand men die of malaria every year. If 
that be so, to wait for another year means the death of another two to 
three thousand men. We have waited long enough; since the railway 
line waa constructed, the flow: of the rivers has been interfeied withi 
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Areas have become unhealthy, with the result thal^ we are losing 
• population in these areas to a very great extent. In the year 1875 or 
in 1880 the population of Jessore was 21 lakhs. Last year’s census 
shows that it has dwindled to 16 A lakhs : it means that in the course of 
the last 30 to 35 years the population has been reduced by 4J lakhs, 
and it is of course a matter of pure arithmetical calculation to find out 
in how many years these areas will l>e totally depopulated if this rate 
of reduction goes on ! 

Sir, it is high time that something should be done to improve the 
situation and Government should move in the matter. I have given 
them direction in this matter as far as I could. 1 have set the ball 
rolling. I have chalked out a way. If they do not shake off the 
lethargy and if they go on with their ‘^wait and see” policy, if tliey are 
disposed to idly gazing upon the situation, time will come when they 
will have to thank themselves for the calamity that will occur to these 
districts. Every year the reveiuie of the distri<‘ts are dwindling and it 
is bound to be so as a large aiea has become unpioductive, depoj>ulated 
and turned into jungle, devoid of all human habitation by the ravages 
of malaria. The pi'oducers’ wealth is dwindling, and it is in the 
interest of tlie country and of good government that some move should 
be made in the mattei’ and they should set their heart to it. It is said, 
Sir, that as a move in tlie right direction the Bengal Development Bill 
has been passed; but the Bengal Development Act will not develop 
these areas. If any material improvement is to be effected, Govern- 
ment ijhould adopt the scheme which I have suggested and the Irriga- 
tion Engineers and the Development Commissioner should put their 
heads together to take a decisive step to remove the silt from the mouih 
of the Mathabhanga and revive the dead and dying riveis, to biing 
flood and flow in the rivers and to make the land surrounding them 
fertile. For the passage of flood water we must have outlets in the 
railway line. Government must set their heart to it and invite every- 
one concerned and interested to contribute towards solving the pro- 
blem. "They should invite the railw^ay authorities, they should invite 
the Government of India, the local bodies and non-officials, and per- 
sons who’are interested in the matter, to assist in solving this all- 
important problem. 

It is high time that something should be done in thi.s direction, and 
I think the Hon’ble Member' will hardly justify his position and the 
emolumeats that he draws from the Gevemment of Bengal if be does 
not move in the matter. 

The Mr. KfiMn}* SHAHABUDDIN; Mr. ]|ajid Bakiih i« 

to be congratulated on the persistence and the ability with which he 
continnes to put forward his case. I am afraid, however, that in 
certain respects he is labouring under a misapprehension. In August 
last he asked a question in this Council on the same subject and^ in 
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reply, he wa# mid that Governmeiit were adyieed that the appointment 
of a committee would serve no useful purpose at present. He was also 
told‘ that Government were taking steps to ascertain the views of the 
railway regarding his proposal in so far as it might affect the Hardings 
Bridge The" views of the railway have been ascertained and Gov- 
ernment have been informed that ‘‘while the railway would certainly 
not refuse to nominate a representative on any committee which Gov- 
ernment might decide to appoint, the railway authorities would point 
out that unless a very large quantity of water was diverted from the 
Ganges above the Hardinge Bridge, it would not be appreciably 
effective having regard to the money which has to be spent in con- 
nection with the protection works of that bridge. Also the railway 
wish to point out that the diversion of a very greatly increased flow 
of water down the Mathabhanga would probably necessitate additional 
protection works on the main line between Ranaghat and Poradah and 
that the expenditure on such works might more than cover any savings 
that might be effected in connection with the protection of the Hardinge 
Bridge/' That is the attitude of the railway authorities. It is, there- 
fore, not correct to say that the railw^ay is anxious to have a committee 
appointed, 

Mr. Majid Baksh has said that his proposal has the complete 
ap})i'oval of Mr. Curry, Chief Engineer of the Irrigation Department. 
Sir, he made the same claim on the last occasion and was challenged. 
Here, again, Mr. Majid Baksh is somewhat mistaken. Mr. Curry has 
given this matter considerable attention, and I propose to quote a few 
extracts from a note which he has very recently submitted to Govern- 
ment on this question. Mr. (hirry says: “The key to the whole situa- 
tion is the river Ganges. The Ganges is a deltaic river and it has for 
centuries behaved in the typical manner of all deltaic rivers. It has 
never been a stable river. Centuries ago it changed its course to a 
more easterly direction and deserted the Bhagirathi river. It is now 
flowing to the sea along an easterly course at a lower level than its 
former main distributaries, the Bhagirathi, the Bhairab, the Jalangi 
and the Mathabhanga. All these rivers are now only flood-spilt 
rivers, that is to say, they are in flow practically only when the river 
Ganges is in flood. The present tendency is for the Ganges, joined by 
the Brahmaputra, to flow more and more eastwards — thus increasing 
the common course, viz., the Meghna river. A fact which many critics 
have overlooked is that the regime levels of the river Ganges are too low 
to provide a perennial flow’ in the rivers of Centml Bengal or even to 
provide a flow^iofficient to flush the countryside generally. Sir William 
Willcocks, recognising this fact, advocate for the resuscitation of the 
dead and dying riffers in Central Bengal a barrage in the river Ganges.** 
For financial reasons alone such a project is out of the question at the 
present time and probably for many years to come. “The only 
alternative,** says Mr. Curry, “is to consider whether we can dredge or 
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deepen the existing effluents froia the river Ganges *nd revive old 
. channels and whether we can straighten their present tortuous courses 
so as to provide a workable hydraulic gradient in them* In this matter 
we have to proceed with caution. If we shorten the course of the 
rivers too much between the Ganges and the Bhagirathi, across the 
districts of Jessore and Nadia for example, we might divert such a 
flow down these rivers tha% untold damage might ensue not only in those 
two districts, but in the tracts served by the river Hooghlv also. We 
have no contoured plan of these areas. We do not know with any 
accuracy tlie land levels. We cannot say what land will he flushed 
when the river Mathahhanga, for instance, ia flowing at a certain level. 
We do not know^ what levels we want to have as the inaxiimiin flood- 
level in any river in Central Bengal. In the absence of contoured 
levels, we cannot say to what extent the discharge* from the Ganges 
should be restricted. Without a contoured survey map and hydraulic 
surveys of the rivers con(*erned, we cannot say how much water we can 
safely put info these dying rivers, nor what would ])e the extra dis- 
charge from them, especially in flood and during spring tides, which 
would eventually enter the river Hooghly. Witli tljese (]ueHtions un- 
solved, no properly-worked-out schemes can he j>\it forward.*^ 
Mr. Curry goes on to say that he has been doing his best to iintiate 
and encourage measures for improving the rivers in Central Bengal. 
The department has recommended and supported tlie Ghuznavi, Bejoy 
and Hat-Boalia cuts leading off from the Mathahhanga river on the 
principle that the more one leads ofF water from a river, the more water 
enters that river at the head. 

I hope that from the extracts which I have read the Rouse wdll 
understand that the problem is not so easy as Mr. Majid Baksh would 
have us believe; and I think it will he obvious that a committee even 
if composed of experts would have no a(‘curate materials on whicli to 
base any of their decisions. The collection of these materials is the 
first requisite. Provision has been made in the budget for (‘ontoured 
surveys and for gauge rea<lings. The purpose of these survevs is to 
produce the data necessary to the drawing tip of st hemes and without 
such data the discussion of any schemes is useless. Actually this year 
investigation is proceeding to observe levels and discharges in the 
Mathahhanga river with a view to working out schemes for its impiove- 
ment. The Chief Engineer hopes to he able, an a result of these investi- 
gations, to put forwa#d some definite provision in the budget for 1^37- 
38 for a scheme to dredge the entrance to that riv^r bv 4 its head-reach 
and for. straightening out ceHain loops in its coutne. Nothing moli 
definite can now be said and the result of the inmestigation must be 
awaited. The problem is a difficult one. Last year it was explained 
at length to this House that it was extremely unUkely that diversion of 
water down the ^athabhanga could appreciably the discharge of 
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16 lakhs of ausecs that pass under the Hardinge Bridge. The utmost 
capacity of the Mathabhanga is negligible compared with the enormous 
discharge that passes under the Hardinge Bridge. The chances, 
therefore, that the railway could be induced to contribute to schemes 
for the improvement of the Mathabhanga are very slight ; and as I have 
already said, the railway authorities have clearly pointed out that a 
very great improvement of the Mathabhanga might actually lead to 
greater expenditure on their part, 

I hope, therefore, that Mr. Majid Baksh will realise that Govern- 
ment are by no means neglectful of the question of the dead and dying 
rivers in Central Bengal and that, in fart, they are doing everv^thing 
possible at present to revive them. I therefore opjx)8e the motion. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: I beg to move tliat the demand of 
Rs. no, .350 under the head ‘‘XIII— Irrigation, navigation, embank- 
ment and drainage works for which capital accounts are kept A-1 

Extension and improvements’’ be reduced by Rs. JOO (enforcement of 
the Waterways Act), 

Sir, my intention is to find fault with Government most determinedly 
for not bringing into operation the Bengal Waterways Act 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I should like to draw 
your attention to motions Nos. 171-74, 191, I9T, 20.3 and 200. As all 
these motions deal with the same matter, they may he taken up together 
at this stage. 


PRE8IDENT! But all the motions may not be reached, and 
the best course, therefore, is to take them up as they appear on the 
order paper. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EMS The Bengal Waterways Act was passed 
by this Council in 19-33, and we were told at that time by the Hon’ble 
Member in cliarge of the Bill that no available time would be lost in 
bringing into opei-ation the salutary provisions of that Bill. Three 
years have elapsed since then. I listened very carefully to the speech 
which uas made by the Hon’ble Member when making the demand 
for grant under Irrigation yesterday. I mu.st frankly confess, how- 
ever, that I was entirely unconvinced by the so-called reasons which 
he gave for not lieing able to bring the Waterways Act into operation. 
Once I bitterly complained on the floor of this House that Govern- 
ment took delight in passing legislations which they had no in- 
tention of bringing into operation. This is one such measure. There 
W no do^t that on the successful working of the provisions of the 
^engal Waterways Act. many of the decadent areas of Bengal would 
have a fresh lease of life, but Govennneat, it appeaw, hre determined 
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to sleep over their duties in the matter. The reason trotted out, as 
ueoal; is that there are no funds available. 1 should like to put cer- 
tain definite questions to the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irri- 
gation Department. I would like him to tell the House first what 
action has been taken so far to prepare the rules — and these rules will 
be numerous — required to bring the different provisions of the Act into 
operation; and secondly, what steps have been taken to bring into 
being the Bengal Waterways Board? I would also like the Ilon’ble 
Member to tell us definitely and unambiguously when Government do 
propose to take measures to bring the different provisions of the Act 
into operation. Sir, we have waited so long. 1 belong to a ])artieular 
area which is dying visibly of malaria and kala-azar. The last Census 
Report prepared by Mr. Porter who, T am glad to find, is now a valid 
Member of this Coun(‘il, recorded a decrease of population in two 
thanas of the Satkhira subdivision, namely. Kalarwa and Satkhira, 
and the reason recorded in the report is the dying and decadent con- 
dition of certain water channels. When the Bill was rushed through 
this Council, we were given high hopes that the imjtrovement that the 
measure would bring about, when it w'ould be put into operation, would 
be to give a fresh lease of life to the decadent areas, and that the dead 
and dying rivers would be brought back to life and that malaria would 
be banished from those areas. When those hopes are going to be ful- 
filled, we do not know\ We seem destined to have to wait indefinitely, 
and, perhaps, the boon will not come before we become extinct. 

Closely following on the heels of the Bengal Wateiways Act came 
the Bengal Development Act, and it has a similar object in view'. I 
had the misfortune to oppose the passage of that Bill, and my ground 
was that Government did not seem to be very serious in bringing into 
operation the .salutary jirovisions of measures which they were very 
anxious to pass into law as (juickly as possible, but which they would only 
sleep over afterwards. In reply 1 was told by a spokesman of the Govern- 
ment that while the member from Khulna (i.e., myself) — whose district 
in his opinion would not be touched by the measure — was discoursing on 
the evils of the rule-making powers of the Government provided in the 
Bill, people would be dying in many areas and there would be no 
measures for their protection. That indicated that Government were 
bent upon enforcing the Act immediately and where is that enforce- 
ment? Sir, Government’s record so far as the passing of Acts is 
concerned is enormous; but so far as the carrying into effect of these 
Acts designed to improve the rural areas is concerned, Governmet^t record 
is nil. I do not know why Government are so keen to pass legisla- 
tions like these when they have no intention of bringing them into 
operation within a reasonable time. It would have been better for 
Government if they had not brought forward any of these measures 
in the present Council. 
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Lower down in the printed list of motions under this head I have 
definitely put down a motion for the improvement of certain water 
channels which require immediate attention. I have been doing this 
session after session ever since I became a member of this Council, but 
wh%J;.I have been saying all these years has fallen on deaf ears. The 
reasons which the Hon’ble Member has given for not bringing the 
Acts into effect are entirely unconvincing. Government should say 
ilpmething more definite if they want the Council to believe in the 
goodness of their intentions as to why the Waterways Act is not 
being put into operation. It will not do to put forward the hackneyed 
excuse of want of funds. When the Meston Settlement will be un- 
settled nobody knows; wlien we are going to get the full share of the 
jute tax we do not know; when we are going to get our share of the 
income-tax we do not know either. In the fare of all that, and in 
spite of the present financial difficulties, Government have passed a 
number of legislations. Tt would have been better for Government 
not to have had these Acts passed than to have kept them as dead 
letter. Tt is no use raising hopes which yon cannot fulfil and which 
you have no intention of fulfilling. Tf you wjint that the decadent 
areas should be revived, you must be up and doing without any 
further loss of time and without any further loss of valuable human 
life. T would like the ITon'ble Member to tell us whether the rules 
are going to be framed shortly and also on what appioximate date the 
Waterways Board is expected to be formed and when the preliminary 
steps in the direction of bringing some of the provisions of the Act in- 
to force are going to be taken. I hope the ITon’ble Membei’ will give 
us a more reassuring answer than what he has done in the speech with 
which he introduced the budget. 


Babu BATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: The other day 
we listened to the speech of the Hon’ble Member with a good deal of 
interest and not without some hope and expectation — hope and expec- 
tation which the Tbm’ble Member being new to his office was likely 
to infuse in this all-important question of dead and dying rivers of 
Bengal. This Council, Sir, whatever might have been its failings in 
other respects have never been unmindful in the matter of suggesting 
active steps for the I'esuscitation of dead and dying rivers. But, Sir, 
the stereotyped replies which we have received have belied all our 
expectations. I shall confine my remarks, however, to the Waterways 
Act. The Hon’ble Member in his opening speech elaborately dealt 
with the question of the Development Act, particularly the reasons 
why the Development Act could not be brought into force. But coming 
to the question of the Waterways Act, the Hon’ble Member stated for 
our enlightenment that the financial position of the province has 
prevented ^*t^n taken. He has not, howevef^ jl^iven any 
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assurance that in the near future the matter will receive the considera- 
• tion which it deserves. On the contrary, Sir, the Hon’hle Member lias 
said that Government are watching the situation. Government have 
been watching the situation since the Irrigation Department caipe into 
existence, and Government will be watching the situation as NefoP* did 
when Rome was burning. Sir, it is not a matter to be trifled with. 
This problem, in short, is mixed up with the (piestion of our very 
existence. The Development Act was passed with a view to restorittff 
some of the decadent areas in AVestern and Northern Dengal. But so 
far as the Waterways Act is loncerned the intention was 
to extend the provisions of the Act to the whole of Bengal, 
and the then Member in charge. Sir A. K. Ghuznavi, was 

good enough to tell us in liis own inimitable way that he was a 
Bangal and that he cared more for East Beng:al and with 
that object in view he had brought forward the Waterways Bill. 
We were allure<l to g'ive our full-lHuirted sujijHirt to the measuie in 
the hope and belief that eventually (Uir grievances would 1 h* redressed, 
and that a time- would come when we would S(*e smiling faces 'around 
us where at present people died of malaria and other diseases. In 
that connection, I refer j>articularly to the condition of the river 
Brahmaputra which ]>asses through Mymensingh and which serves 
d66 scjiiare miles which is about one-twelvth of the whole area of 
Bengal. The ITon’ble Mcunla^r w'as g<H)d enough to jiay a visit to the 
locality, and the peo])le were not slow’ to accord him a right royal 
reception. The problems of the river Brahma])utra and other rivers 
of Eastern Bengal are well known. If the Hon’ hie Member is (lis|H)sed 
to ignore them, I will refer him to a recent lecture by Dr. Itadha 
Kamal Mukharji, University Readership Lecturer, in which he has very 
carefully gone into this question, and it wdll help the Horrble Member 
if he cares to read the last lines of his lecture where he says: “Yet, 
as everywhere else, in Bengal the obstruction of drainage, the disorgani- 
sation of the system of free river spill and discharge, the premature 
reclamation of low lands and storage basins of rivers — all are leading 
here and there to agricultural depression, notably in parts of Mymen- 
singh, Dacca and Faridpur. A systematic policy of road and railway 
construction in the eastern districts of Bengal would l)e a repetition 
of the mistakes which have contributed in no small measure to the 
economic decline of Central and Western Bengal. More attention 
should be diverted to the ixdicv of the improvement of waterways 
and inland navigation, the making of new waterways by means of cuts 
where none exists at present, the easing of the bad bends of rivers and 
clearance of aquatic weeds in the waterways. The German policy of 
railways and waterways rather than of railways vers'un waterways is 
nowhere so indispensable as in Eastern Bengal where the waterlwrne 
traffic is still one of the largest in the world.’’ We expected that the 
Hon’ble Member who hails from thafl very locality wonld bestow 
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a little more care and attention to this subject, but we are sadly 
disappointed. Not only that; at times, Government treat us with- 
contempt, with an amount of levity which it is hard to understand. 

I put several questions last year as to what steps have been taken 
and how the assurance of the Hon^ble Member who sponsored the 
Waterways Bill are beingf ^^iven effect to. I refer to the questions 
which were answered on the 20th December last. The position is 
this: In the/ district of Myinensinp^h, the Brahmaputra is a serious 
problem, because all the other channels in the district owe their origin 
to the Brahmaputra. That question was aiiswereil in the affirmative. 
It is the Brahmajnitra river which practically serves the whole district. 
The Hon’ble Member said that in Mymensingh they have stationed 
a staff who are carrying out investigation and considering the ways 
and means of resuscitating the river Brahmaputra and other channels. 

I put the question — What was being done in this connection; whether 
the staff was still working? The answer was that the staff was still 
working. I understand that the staff has by now evaporated. I 
en/juired what report had l)een submitted in connection with these 
investigations and if any report had been 8u})mitted at all, whether the 
Hon’ble Memlx'r would lay it on the table. The answer was that the 
re|x)rt was submitted, but he was not prejwred to lay it on the table. 
Then there is another small matter; even in that we have not been 
dealt with with sympathy which we really deserve. That is in con- 
nection with a stream which runs from the Garo Hills — the river 
Jinjhira — the water from wffiich is discharged in the river Brahmaputra 
which keej)s the river for some part of the year, particularly in the 
dry s(*ason. The (diief Engineer, Rai Bahadur S. N. Banarji, Suggested 
the opening of the ])locked stream by certain imi>ediments at a coet 
of some Rs. 25,0tK). He repoided to Government that this could be 
removed at a very small cost, and the whole thing could be restored 
and made to run for ordinary purposes I asked the Government 
whether any action wms taken on that rejwrt, and the Government 
reply was “No’\ I then asked whether Government would be pleased 
to lay the rejKirt on the table, and the answer was that it could not 
be laid on the table ns it would not serve any useful purpose. A 
suggestion was made, but no steps could be taken. It is not a big 
question of development; it is a small matter — a report, which by 
their own officials could not be given effect to — to give relief where 
relief was very much needed. It is your ix)licy to throw dust into 
the eyes of the people by saying that a time will come when things 
will improve, when conditions will change for the l)etter, and money 
will be flowing like water, when the original thing will be restored. I 
put this question now seriously to Government whether the Irrigation 
Department, which spends lakhs and lakhs of rupees and which has 
provided for Rs. 68,000 for the dead and dying dredgers, dredgers 
which refuse to be sold and dredgers which refpse to^J^^acGva, cannot 
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spend Rb. four or five thousand to open Up a channel which can turn 
. the dead and devastated country into a smiling one? They cannot do 
that, because the reason ii they have no sympathy for the poor agri- 
culturists. You do not care how the peasantry in the countryside live. 
So long as the Irrigation Department does not improve the condition 
of the rivers and so long as the Irrigation Department is only concerned 
with the normal activities of the department, their condition will not 
improve. I put this question in all seriousness to you who belong to 
this country, and whose forefathers also belonged to this country, when 
the Irrigation Department was not in existence, were not lakhs and 
lakhs of rupees spent during the time of the ancient Moghuls and other 
nations to keep these rivers flowing ? They never c()mj)lained of no 
funds and no money. I say it is your primary’ duty to see that 
nature is bounteous in Bengal to keep the channels o|mmi, but you 
are so parsimonious, and so niggardly that you do not open your 
purse to keep the channels open ! That is our condition when that 
is the policy of the de]>artment. If this department continues in its 
present policy we in Bengal will undoubtedly suft*t»r. These rivers 
will be no more smiling because by your unintelligible interference 
with the rivers, you have turned Tiower Bengal and (Viitnil Bengal 
into a dead tract and Eastern Bengal, which is the granary of the 
whole of Bengal, is going to be so in no time. That is your ]K>licy. 
That is the result of your jx^licy. If you are serious about it in this 
Council, and it is one of the most imiHvrtant things, we ought to do 
our best — iiTes|x*ctive of the group to which we l)elong — to bring back 
the prosperity to the country and to improve Ihe fertility of the soil 
and to make it free from diseaws. These are the l)est assets of a 
nation and the best assets of a government. You should not put forward 
any excuse — a trivial excuse of want of funds — if you can with a little 
provision of funds make the dead and dying river flowing. 


Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sir, I rise to suf)port the motion 
moved by my friend Maulvi Abul (^ua.sem. The (juestion of the dead 
and dyin,g rivers has been before the country for more than a quarter 
of a century, if not more. When pre.ssure was brought to bear upon 
Government from time to time to take up this question, the (Govern- 
ment in order to get expert opinion appointed a sub-committee wdiich 
afterwards made a recommendation. On the recommendation of that 
committee, a Bill was introduced in 1933 for the maintenance of the 
waterways in Bengal. It was given out at that time with a flourish 
of trumpets that that Bill w'as intended to preserve and improve and 
maintain the existing rivers and to resuscitate the dead and dying 
rivers in Bengal. I need not dilate upon the necessity of maintaining 
thesci, rivers," as the economic life of Bengal is indissolubly connected 
withi the nlatntenance of these rivers because these rivers irrigate 
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our field, fertilise our soil and thereby the w^fh of the nation — the 
wealth of the Bengali people is increased, ifiie Act was passed in 
1934 and was published in the Calcvtta on the 24th June of 

that year. Almost two years have elapsed** since then, but the Gov- 
ernment seem to be inactive so far as the enforcement of that Act is 
conceme<l. We find from the speech of the Hon’ble Member that 
Government were unable to take any steps for want of funds. As 
there was no funds available for the purpose, Government could not 
enforce that Act up to this time. Excuse of the want of fundvS is a 
lame excuse, and if the Government were really earnest to enforce 
the Act, it will not have been impossible for them to find Rs. 2h lakhs, 
the statutory contribulion required for the formation of a Board. 
While a Government that are preparing an estimate for expenditure 
of Rh. 12 crores, every year is it not possible for that Government to 
find this small sum of Rs. 21 lakhs for the imperative necessity of main- 
taining the waterways of Bengal? Government have given out hopes 
that the Act would be worked out, and steps would be taken for the 
maintenance of the existing rivers and also for the resuscitation of the 
dead and dying rivers. Instead of doing this, Government seem to be 
inactive and the indifference of Government to this supreme necessity 
of maintaining the rivers is most deplorable. I do not see any reason 
why Government should remain inactive and take no steps for the 
maintenance of the rivers for the good of the Bengali nation. The 
whole river system of Bengal, I should say, gives a life-giving susten- 
ance to the people of this province. We cannot allow our rivers to be 
dead and dying, as the whole nation uill die if we allow that. The 
rivers of West Bengal and (Vntral Bengal are almost dead. AVe know 
the miserable condition of Western Bengal and Central Bengal rivers, 
bul the rivers of p]astern Bengal are still functioning, and unless steps 
are taken to preserve them, the fate of those rivers will be as that of 
the rivers in AVest Bengal. I hope Government will take immedi- 
ate steps to pi'ovide a certain amount of money for the working of this 
Act which was passed with the evident intention of improving the 
waterways of Bengal, 


Mftuivi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, 1 also ri.se to join my friends who 
have simkoii on this motion. The mover of the motion or at least 
who gave notice of it, my friend and my namesake, is a young man 
and new' to the Council. Therefore, he is under a great delusion. 
He has said that Government passed this law for the benefit of the 
people, but Government are not inclined to work it. The fact remains 
^he does not know it, but my friend Mr. Ray Chowdhury ought to 
know it that Government pa.ss Acts w’hen those Acts are intended for 
the ujdift of the rural population or for the benefit of the pfeopl^. Well, 
they never did ihfeid it. I have been long enough^ itf* th1» Hotise, 
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but since 1920 it has been my sad experience that whenever loud 
complaints are made about any evil from which our countrymen suffer, 
particularly in the rural area, Government think out a remedy and 
that remedy is a piece oi *legi station ! But after this legislation is 
passed, no action is taken by Government. That is not a means to 
an end, but an end to the means. You have heard the grievances of 
Eastern Bengal as well as of Central Bengal, but 1 should like ttv add 
to it the miseries of Western Bengal. The whole tract of land which 
just before the advent of the British into this country was the richest, 
healthiest and wealthiest has iu»w bt^en rnluced to the jioorest and the 
most unhealthy part of the province. We have cried hoarse over it, 
but we have no hopes either at present or in future. However, it has 
been said that the Waterways Act has Ihhui passed for the benefit 
of the people, and my friends enthusia.stically 8upiH)rted it, because 
they believed that something good would be done. Well, they were, 
as I said, under a delusion, which is gone now. A reference has been 
made to the Land Development Bill res'ently passed in this House, and 
the complaint is that although that Bill has been passed, why has 
no action lieen taken on it ? They forget that the Bill was jaissed 
not for the benefit of the [K^ople, but simply to realise the tax by 
force of law — whether you want the water of the Damodar Canal or 
not — and to make the Eden Canal pay. Our miseries are untold. Even 
this year after the flood wei w’ere not supplied wdth w^ater, liecause 
the argument of the Executive Engineers was that there was uf/k 
sufficient w'ater in |he Damodar. The Damodar is a hill-fed river and 
naturally one day it is flowing with water and the ne.\t day there is t 
no drinking water in it. Therefore, the\ say: “t'or tuir good inten- 
tions you are liound to pay revenue, because (ioverninent have .sj)ent 
so much money over this canal and the f jio\ eminent engineers nith 
their staff, practically the whole department, are being maintained 
and money must be found for them. The ]»rovin< ial revenue will not 
pay; so you have got to pay for it.’' We have the luxurv of a great 
office with big officers and at the head ot ii a Member of the Cabinet 
who looks after his subordinates, hut we find that Innond glorifying 
certain things w^e do not get anything out ot it. What about the 
dead and dying rivers and irrigation tanks? We were distinctly told 
in this House by Sir A. K. Ghnznavi that the irrigation tanks would 
be re-excavated and made fit for irrigation purposes. But when the 
Bill was passed into law, it was put in the waste pajier basket. These 
Bills are intended for tw^o purjsise.s — (li to duiK? the people of Bengal, 
and (2) to enable the Hon’ble Member w^ho sironsored the Bill to sit 
in hi.s house comfortably and claim that he did it. What is the good 
of having a Development Bill passed if it is not meant for supplying 
water and improving the drainage of the country'? I am sure there 
is none in the Writers' Buildings to see that these things are put 
into oi>eration and are so worked that they may be beneficial to the 
people. Tbe Bill was passed and so many months have since elapsed, 
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but no action has been taken on it. Whenever there is a cry for a 
particular thing, a Special Officer is appointed for whom, perhaps, 
there is no accommodation either in the Secretariat orjn the general 
line of his service; and Wore his work is done, he isl either trans- 
ferred to be a Divisional Commissioner or shifted somewhere else and 
the whole process dies. Take, for instance, the Fisheries Bill, the 
Waterways Bill, and so on. All these were only intended to provide 
a man till a suitable place was found for him. Whatever it is, I regret 
very much that my friends Maulvi Abul Quasem and Mr. Ray Chow- 
dhury have taken Government measures so seriously. If there is any 
intention on the part of any Member of the Government, then I think 
many gcwxl things could have lH‘en done, and the most important 
thing at present is to work the Land Development Act and the 
Waterways Act. 


M&U'Ivi SYED MAJID BAKSHs Sir, I think most of the sj)eeche8 
that have been made ought to have been made on my motion, and 
this present motion for the purj)ose of enforcing the Wateiways Act 
is rather out of place. Perhaps it is known to my friends that the 
Waterways Aci is a taxing Act. It imiK>ses taxes on the liverborne 
traffic, and those country boats which at present pay nothing ])y way of 
tax would have to pay some amount of tax to the TV^aterways Board. 
I welcome it because that would give sufficient fund for irrigation 
^ work. But along with the formation of the Waterways Board those 
dea^ and lying dredgers will be ])ut like a millstone round our necks. 
Government will only pay Us. 2,50,000 to run those dredgers. I 
think that if, before these dredgers are disiK)se(l of, we have to work 
this Act, we will have to collect tax from the country boats and pay 
for these dredgers. There is another aspect of the (question to which 
I should like to refer in this connection, namely, that the simple reason 
for which this Waterways Board has not been formed is th^it along 
with the country boats the steamship companies will have to pay a 
large amount of tax Rs. 14 to Rs, 15 lakhs. Perhaps the objection 
of these steamship companies to jiay this tax has stood in the way 
of the Waterways Board being formed. I hoiie the ITon’ble Member 
will clear the i)oint as to what steps he would take and what policy 
he wduld adopt us regards the formation of the Waterways Board %nd 
the enforcement of the Waterways Act. 

Mr. H. 8. e. STEVENS: Sir, I proiwsc to confine mv remarks 
to the question of the Watenrays Act which presumably is the inten- 
tion of the motion. Yesterday in hi.s speech the Hon’ble Member 
for Irrigation explained very clearly the reasons thiJt stand in the 
way of estnhli,shing the Waterways Board. He seems to have been 
misunderstood if I may judge from the number of misquotations thai 
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have been made by the various movers of this motion. The llou’ble 
'Member said that the diffic ulties were financial. The lion’ hie Member 
did not say that the difiiculty was that the (rovernment of Bengal 
lacked the necessary funds. Members will remember that, as Mr. Majid 
Baksh has pointed out, the ^V'aterways Ac t jirovides for a Very fair 
degree of taxation to enable the Waterways Board to carry out its 
operations. The contribution from the ]>roviiiciul revenues which was 
fixed at Rs.*”^ 2J lakhs is only a very small jKution of the exiH'cted 
revenue with which the Waterways Board would function. The 
difficulties, as I have said, are financial. The bulk of the funds would 
be obtaincsl, it was hoped, from taxes, tolls and license fees which 
will affect all classes of riverboine traffic. When the })ossibl(‘ yicdd of 
these taxes was worked out and the jxissible cost of the Board, that 
is to say, the cost to give the Board sufficient money with which it 
could do anything that would be useful, the normal yield was taken 
into account and not the > ield which we miglit t‘X|H*ct at (he present 
moment in a period of acute economic* depression. It has l>een saiil 
this aftcM'iioi.n that it was the tinancial c*ondition of the province 
which the llon’ble Member put foiwaid us an excuse'. The llon’blo 
Member did nothing of the soit. What he said was that the economic 
c’ondition cd this jirosince had not luijiroved to such an extent that 
Government would be justificMl in setting up this nc‘w Board to function 
with an income which must be considerably less than that which was 
estimated for it in 19-h‘l when this Waterways Act was first biou^’hl 
under'’ discussion. The obstai les that stand in the' w.iy of the forma- 
tion of the Trust are definitely financial and Government consider tlutt 
in the present condition of the province it w'ould not be leasonable 
to imjKise this additional taxation in the first jilace. In the secmiid 
place, they have no reason to hojre that the yic^ld from that taxaiioii 
wcaild produce si|fficient money to enable* (he Board, if thc*y did net 
it up, tcj* do what it was intendcMl that thcN Board should do. It has. 
also be^ said this afternoon, or rather it has been insinuated, that 
probably the main objection whic*h Government have taken into 
account was the objection from thc^ stc*amer <*ompanies that the? hulk 
of the mc»ney would caune from them. It is cpiite possible that the 
bulk of the money may come to (joveinment through the stc^amer 
conmanies, but there is m»t the slightest doubt that that expc*ii(|iturcr 
would be passed on by the steamer companies, if not wholly, at any 
rate to a very large extent, to the consumers of the steamer cx)mpanie8^ 
facilities, that is to say, to the agriculturisis in the long run. These 
are the reasons which the Hon’ble Meml)er outlined yesterday in hU 
speech, and there are valid and good reasons why Government, 
although they are carefully watching the situation, do not feel justified 
at the pr^ent noment in setting up this Waterways Board. Without 
the establishment of that BoSiSd the Waterways Act of course cannot 
come into operation. 
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The motion being put a division was taken with the foilowhig 
result : — 


AYE8. 


••kik, MMlv^tytS MaJU. 

•aatrjl, Mr. P. 

OkMtflNirl, Saka Ktekari Makaa. 

SkB«4kart, Maalvl lyaS Oiaiaa Halitr. 
OkfwMinr, HafTiatfl Akaiak. 

Okawlkary, MaaNI Naral Aiiar. 

PaaliUlak, Maalvl Makaiaiaal. 

Mbaaa, Or. Aaialya«|lataa. 
llAklai. Maalvl Akkal. 

Nafaa, Kail Kaitfakal. 

KaMii, Maalvl Akai. 

likaai Kkaa Oakakar Maalvl Maanaai All. 
Malll« Mr. R. 

Maaly, Makarafa trii Skaakra, tf Kaiiaikuar. 


Pakkar, Mr. Aaaaka Makaa. 

Qaaaaai, Maalvl Akal. 

Raknaa, Kkaa Sakakar A. P. M. Akkar.- 
Rakaiaa, Maalvl Aibar. 

Ray, Raka Kkattar Makaa. 4, 

Ray Okaarkkary, Raka lalltk Okaakra. 
•akaaa, Ral Rakakar latya Klakar. 
•aaiak, Maalvl AMai. 

•kak, Maalvl AMal HaailkL 
liacka, Raka Kakatra Ratk. 
lalalaiaa, Maalvl Makaaiaiak. 
•akraararky, Mr. H. I. 

TaraMar, Maalvl RaJIk Ukkla. 


NOES. 


Afial, Naarakiaka Kkar^Ja Makaaiaiak, Kkaa 
Rakakar. 

Akaiak, Kkaa Rakakar Maalvl laiakakkia. 

•al, Ral laklk Lallt Kaaiar. 

Raraia, Raka Prt aikarl. 
iaaa, Raka katlakra Natfc. 

•aaa. Mr. I. 

Manky, Mr. I. N. 

Raia, Mr. 1. M. 

Okaakkarl, Kkaa Rakakar Maalvl HaSiar 
Rakaiaa. 
iMMk, Mr. 0. 4. 

Oait Raka RaraprvMk. 

PartkBi. tka Haa'kit Nawak lir Maklakkla, at 
Ralaapar. 

Ptrfatan, Mr. R. N. 

Mlakrivt, Mr. R. N. 

Rrakam, Mr. H. 

RriSHki, Mr. Oharitt. 

Raka. Mr. P. N. 

NaMar, Mr. I. K. 

Hapaki^v Haa'Mv Kkaa Rakakar M. Ailial. 
Nagf, Mr. R. P. 

MatiMr, Mr. 0. R. 

Mtaala, Nawak Maikarrat, Kkaa Rakakar. 
Maaiala, Maalvl Latafal. 


Jvaklai, Dr. W. A. 

Kkaa, Mr. Raraar Rakaiaa. 

Klakarilay, Mr. 4. R. 

Mafalrt, Mr. L T. 

Mittar. Mr. t. 0. 

MIttar, tka Haa’kia Hr Rrafaakra Lai. 

Nai, Rav. R. A. 

Partar, Mr. A. E. 

Raknai, Mr. A. 

Ray, Raka Nafaakra Narayaa. 

Ray Okewkkary, Mr. K. 0. 

Raik, tka Nva'kia Hr RakarL 
Raikarfk, Mr. T. 4. V. « 

Ray, tka Haa'kia Hr Rijay Praaak Hafk. 

Ray, Mr. lallaawar tiagk. 

Ray, Mr. karat Kaaiar. 

Ray Okaakkarl, Rai Rakakar Haai Ckaakra. 
taa, Ral Rakakar Akikay Kaaiar. 

•kakakakkia, tka Haa'kM Mr. KkwHk. 

Haka, Raja Rakakar Rkapaakra Narayaa, at 
Naakipar. 

Itavaaa, Mr. H. $. E. 

Tawaaak, Mr. H. P. V. 

Waakkaak, tka Naa’Ma Hr kaka. 

WarkiwaHk, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 27 and the ^oes 47, tlie motion was lost.^ 


Msuivi 8YED MAillD BAK8H« b>ir, 1 beg to move that the demand 
of JU. (ID, 350 under the heud “Xlll— Irrigation— A— Working expenses 
—Extension and improvements” be reduced by Es. 100 (for not adopt- 
ing effective metbods to make the Bijoy cut successful and nselulO. 

My reason for moving this motion is that after long years of tmbl# 
and after repcaterlly asking the Qoveninent to take up these mnJl 
cuts,- the Ohusnavi cut was at last effected. This cut wss found to be 
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fter.V s^ccesstu), and smng the result of this gut last year, I caused a 
confer^^e to be held in the room of the Hon^ble Minister for Public 
Health and there this cut was decided upon, and the cut was accord- 
in>;iv efiected. The money for this cut was |>aid by the district board, 
ana I do not know whether Government paid anythini? for this. 
But (he diihfuity is that although this cut was effected, ft was not 
opened in time.. We know, Sir, that the flood reaches its highest 
level in the third week of August. The cut was effected J)y the Ist 
of Jply, but it was kept closed for the reason, as alleged by the 
department, that a large amount of paddy would be destroyed if the 
cut were let o}»en at the time. If that be the case, I think timely 
warnings oufht to have been given that they were going to effect the 
Bijoy cut and that it was very likely that the flood would overspiead 
all around the land and might damage the croj^ and the cultivators 
called uixm now to sow paddy, or, at any rate, the pt»asunts should 
have been warned that paddy should be reaped early so that advantage 
might be taken of th«^ flood at its high tide. That was not at all done, 
and when the flood came and the matter was brought to the notice of 
Government, then came the answer that it would damage the paddy 
crops along the course of the Bhairab, so that the first effect of the 
flood was not availed of. The result was that when the Ilon’ble 
Minister went taopen the cut, there was hardly any water in it. There 
wa!^ the i?ut, but tliere was no flow of water in it. Having opened the 
cut and named it after himself, be came away without waiting for the 
water to enter it. The result was that so much money was spent, but 
no benefit received. Then, Sir, fortunately, another flood came, not 
of .so high a level as W’as exi>erienced in the third week of August, but 
in the middle (;f Sept#; in her, a month after, another flood came in, and 
T do not know whether any water entered the cut or not. But it was 
found that within three miles there was a big and bigli embankment 
across the entire (Bourse of the river, from bank to bank, with a country- 
road o\er U. When the Hon’ble Minister went to o]xmi the cut, I 
pointed out to the authorities of the district board, as well as t(l«»'the 
engineers of the Irrigation Department, that there was u high embank- 
ment across the river. I was not heeded ; perhaps they thought that 
they were experts of the Irrigation Department and they therefore 
knew erer\’tliing.^ They said : “We have found no such embankments 
there.” Evidently, they thought that a layman did not know anything 
about these thingai That was the answer they gave, and although the 
flood came no water (^uld enter the cut, being obstructed by a high 
embankment. I put a question in this House, and I also wrote to the “ 
Irrigation Deportment asking whether it was removed, and it is, I 
think, high time that this should be removed. If it has not yet been 
remev€d Ibis year,* then the entire money will be wasted. I am sorry ‘ 
fb sdy that these men of the Irrigation Department only do routine 
Work; they have not th^ butfns with which to work/ They do not 
12 
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understand the irrigation problems at all. If you point out to them 
that there is an obstruction, they say that you do not know, whereas 
they being irrigation experts, know everything. The result is that 
no siu«*e88 was obtained out of this operation. 

Then, again, I found that the gradient also was very faulty, be- 
cause when water entered into it, there was no flow and it was only 
stationary. I would, therefore, request the Hon’ble Member to tell 
me whether this defect has been corrected, whether the gradient has 
now been made in such a way as to allow of water to flow into the 
cut. Simply making a canal without any flow of water is absolutely 
useless. I would, therefore, like to know from the Hon’ble Member 
whether these two impediments have been removed. On hearing his 
repi>', I shall decide what to do. 

AVith these few words, Sir, I beg to move my motion. 


Mr. H. 8a Ea 8TEVEN8: ITii.s work to which the hon’ble mover 
has referred is entirely a district board work. It was carried out by 
the di.strict Wards of Nadia and Jessore entirely at their own exj>en8e. 
All that Government did was to advise regarding the cut itself and to 
exercise some supervision over that particular part of the work. The 
wliole scheme was devised and put into execution by the district boaj*d8, 
and Government had no control over it. As regards the actual date 
of its opening, it was opened by the Hon’ble Minister on the 8th Sep- 
tember last, and that date was fixed by the district boards of Jessore 
and Nadia, and Government had no control thereon. As regards the 
obstructions to which Mr, Majid Baksh has referred, I have tio informa- 
tion as to what has Wen don© by the district boards, but certainly 
the deptirtment has had nothing to do in the matter. 

The motion was put and lost. 

^he Council adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(After Adjournment.) 

The Hon’ble 8ir 40HN WOODHEAD; I understand that the 
Hon’ble Member complains that the rate of interest* at 18^ per cent., 
is very high and wishes it to be reduced. I believe that the levy of 
interest at 12J per cent, is in accordance with the provisions of the 
Act, but I will pass his observations on to the proper department, tKe 
Revenue Department, and ask them to consider the matter. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The original demand was then put and agreed to. 
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20— Interest on other obligotione. 

The Hon'blo Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, I l>eg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “20 — Intei'est on other 
obligations.” 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, I bt'g to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,000 under the head “20 — Interest on other obliga- 
tions” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

(The member spoke in Bengali, the following being an English 
translation of his speech) : — 

I have brought this motion for discussing the rates of interests 
payable to Government on account of certificates issued by them. 

In view of the present economic crisis in the country, banks, 
mahajanSy and all other concerns have substantially reduced the rates 
of interests which they used previously to charge on their dues. But 
from what I know about Chittagong I can say that it is the Govern- 
ment alone who have not yet cut down their rates. Government 
charge 12 per cent, and more on the certificates issued by them. And 
after the certificates have been issued Government realise interest upon 
interests. Owing to the extremely short time at my disposal 1 am un- 
able to discuss the question of rates of interest in all its bearings. 

However, I hope that Government would consider the mutter and 
reduce the rates charged by them. 


22—Cenaral administration. 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: On the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,10,61^000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “22 — General administra- 
tion.” 

Sir, it is not usually the custom to make any remarks in connection 
with the moving oi this jmrticular grant, because it covers such a large 
range of subjects, but I thought to-day that 1 might take the oppor- 
tunity of using the moving of this grant to give the House some brief 
account of the scheme for the training of detenus which was adumbrat- 
ed by His Excellency the Governor on the last occasion when he 
addressed this House. Details of the scheme were published soon after 
His Excellency’s speech was issued, and I need not repeat them. The 
general idea was to give carefully selected detenus a course of train- 
ing which would fit them, it was hoped, to stand on their own feet in 
life afterwards and at the same time, as His Excellency indicated, it 
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was hoped that such a scheme started for the benefit of a limited 
number of persons might eventually enure to the benefit of the pro- 
vince as a whole. As the Hon’ble the Finance Member informed the 
House in the course of his Budget speech, four units have been opened 
for industrial training and one for agricultural training. The indus- 
tries selected for industrial training are jwtteJT, cutlery, umbreila- 
makiiig and brass and bell-metal work. In each of these industries, 
15 young men are receiving instruction. At the agricultural (‘entre at 
present 2b men are at work. The area of that agricultural centre is 
alK)ut 450 hijjhas, and it was thought that for a farm of thi> size 25 
workers were sufficient to work it on a commercial basis, hut we have 
had to modify our ideas for the following reasons, A 5-inch irriga- 
tion tube- well has l)een installed which has been very successful, so 
much so that it is intended to erect another tube-well of the same kind, 
and l)etween the two of them they will irrigate the whole of the area 
and make the agricultural oi>erations there indei)endent of rainfall. 
That being the case, it ought to be comparatively easy to follow a 
regular rotation of crops indei)endent of the monsoon. This has enabl- 
ed us to decide to increase the number of i>erHons who will be /inder 
training at that place, and we hope to have there eventually 41 men 
under training instead of the original 25. At the agricultuial centre 
there is stationed a marketing officer who has had experience in the 
methods and technique of marketing, lie emiiiiies as to where the 
]>roduce of the farm can best be sold, and he also instructs the persons 
under training in the various asi>ects of marketing which is, of course, 
a very imixirtant matter with which every agriculturist has to accjuaint 
himself. Besides the actual agricultural operations which the detenus 
are caiTying out themselves, they are also given a certain amount of 
theoretical training at the agricultural centre and they get lectures on 
survey, soil analysis, general farm management, irrigation, drainage 
and diseases of plants and the rest of it, and at the industrial centres 
they are given lectures on the chemistry of metals, on ceramics and so 
on. 1 may mention that the thing is really only at its inception even 
now. The first training centre was opened on the 8th January and the 
House can well imagine that it takes some time for an entirely new 
enterprise like this to get going and to settle down to routine. The 
theoretical instruction I mentioned, for instance, has not been^tn fact 
started yet, but it is intended to start it very soon. 

In connection with the industrial centres, a depot is being establish- 
ed for providing raw materials, the idea being to purchase raw material 
at favourable rates and keep it in bulk and hand it out when necessary, 
and it is possible that this depot may be developed into something 
bigger which possibly those young men who are not detenus and are 
not concerned with the revolutionary* movfl|W4«it at all may take advan- 
tage of in connection with the industrial training that is going on 
under the Industries Department; that is to say, the training whicK is 
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given by that dejmrtment under the unemployment relief scheme. At 
the agricultural centre I may mention that it i.s intended, when oi>i)or- 
tunity arises, to start classes in the art of dair>dng. In connection 
with both the one important point on which, I think, Ilis Excellency 
laid considerable stress the other day, is that the principles of co-opera- 
tion are being taught and it is vei->’ much hoik'd that when these men 
have finished their training, they will get together and devote thom- 
selve.s afterwards to work on to-o|)erative lines. 

The Hon’ble Finance Member explained that ihcse centres are being 
run virtually in the way of boarding houses, with minimum of restric- 
tion and as much freedom as is consistent with the safety of the State. 
Conse(iuently, tl>e hon’ble members will realise that the (luestion of 
careful selection of detenus tf> be placed under instruction is a very 
imjK)rtant ]>oint. Though we have a trememlous lot of apjdications for 
training in these centres, it has not been jxi.ssible to accept them nil. 
Our ex]K‘rience has included so far some unfortunate incidents. For 
instance, from one ot our camps a detenu absconded very early, and it 
was not until some time afterwards that he was run down, not in 
Bengal, but in anotlnu’ province. Tiiat just shows that tliese detenus 
are not always tht‘ innocent lads that some iK'ojde wouhl have us 
believe. A certain number of detenus out of the original lot that was 
selected for training had to be sent back as they would not conform 
to the rules ot the centre, while some of them vrere found to lx* re.sum- 
ing their old activities on the wrong lines; others again said simply 
that they did not like this sort of thing and would like to go back to 
their previous form of detention and do nothing. Tt is no use kee]>ing 
this sort of people under training, but we have kept the number up to 
o\ir capacity and filled all our present vacancies. However, 1 think, 
on the whole, the ex]x*riinent is distinctly ho|)oful, and I may add that 
nrningements have been made already to ojx*n six more industrial 
centres which means another 90 men under instruction, and 1 hope 
fairly soon we shall be able to oi>en another agricultural centre which 
would have under instruction jKj.ssibly as many as 45 men. 

As I said, I think on the whole the results are fur from discourag- 
ing u|kd besides the keenness which these young men have on th(* whole 
shown we owe a great deal to two otticers whom 1 should like to name, 
one is Mr. S. N. Roy, the Additional Se(retary w’ho has worked the 
scheme out from the beginning and taken an immen.se amount ol 
trouble and showed an immense amount of skill and ability in work- 
ing it out, and also Mr. 8. C. Mitter, the Deputy Director of Industrie#, 
who h^s thrown himself into it with great enthusiasm and has taken a 
tremendous amount of trouble to make it a success. Tliat is all I have 
to say on this subject ;1Bar«pt that I should like once more to quote 
the words which His Excellency used in this connection when he ad- 
dressed the House last April on the subject. What he said was: 
“Finally, you can help the detenus by making them realise that the 
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success of the scheme v/ill depend upon their conduct and their willing- 
ness to subject thems:lves to discipline and their determination to 
learn what they are tau;,^ht; and that they will forfeit any claim to your 
consideration if having been given the opjwrtunity they misuse it.*^ 
We are hoj^eful that they will not misuse it or that there are not many 
of thorn who will misuse it. 

Mr. SHANTr 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; On a point of order. Sir. 
Can we discuss the detenus under the liead of “General administration’* 
in view of the sj>eech made by the Hon’hle Meml)er? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What do you meany 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: So far as I understand, 
exj^enditure for the detenus does not come under the head “General 
administration.” I find it very difficult to understand how it is being 
brought under this head, but in view of the Hon’hle MemW’s state- 
ment in connection with the detenus and tlie detenu-training scheme, 
may 1 ask whether 1 would he in order to discuss the merits or demerits 
of the scheme, 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Is any jHirtion of the money that you are asking 
for under this head anything to do with the detenus? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ROBERT REID: Yes, a ixntion of the money 
under “22 — General administration” is going to he sjient on the higher 
officers of Goveinment, and I also see that a cut motion No. 362 has 
been admitted under this head. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Anyhow, a }>ortion of the money that you are 
asking for under this head is going to be sjient in connection with 
detenus. 

The Hon>ble8ir ROBERT REID: Yes: 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The detenus, on the other hand, come under 
the jxirtfolio of “General administration,” 

Mr. P. BANERJI: May I have your jierraission to move the motion 
which stands in the name of Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you may, as your own motion. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 2,600 
under the head “22C — Staff and household of the Governor — Contingen- 
cies” be refused. 

There is no such concern as the Indian News Agency. It is simply 
a benamdar of the Associated Press, and I fail to understand why the 
Associated Press should be given this subsidy of Rs. 2,600 which is on 3 
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among the many other coiniTfeting news agencies. If any subsidy is 
to be given, I consider that it should be given to all and sundry news 
agencies, but why should a coniniercial concern be subsidised on the 
lines of other concerns? 'What is the nature of the service may I 
enquire which this agency is jierforming? It may be said that it sujv- 
plies the head of the (jovernment with telegrams, all the Indian neWwS, 
but these telegrams also apjHMir in the other news{>aix‘rs. Wh\ should 
Government sixmd Rs. !2,()00 for telegianis which they may gather from 
other newsj>a}X'is, for instanc(‘, the Statcsmati . It it is contended that 
this agency gives him correct information. 1 will just ask tlie llon’ble 
Member to tell us what iriionnation that is givmi by tlie other agencies 
is wrong. The Hon’ble Member just said that there arj‘ 2o detenus 
in the agiicultural camp, but T may tell him there are onl\ 2*1 detenus 
to-day. 


The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: tin a iH)int of order, Sir. What 
has this got to do with the Indian News Ag(‘n(‘\ telegrams on which he 
is talking? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are >ou speaking on the Hoii'bh* MomlHu’s 
motion or on u)ur own motion? For the present, you can six'ak only 
on your motion. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I am sjxuiking on the News Agency telegrams. 
What I maintain is that the sort of information that is given by this 
agency or by the (iovcrnimuit is not ah\a\s conect and therefore 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y oil are again digressing, in s]>it(' of the ruling 
I have just given. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: All right, Sir. But why should Government 
spend for telegrams from this agency alone the money that is asked for. 
May I enquire of the Hon’ble Memlx*r, is it not intended to influence 
the nature of the news which this agency provides and is it not for the 
political service which they render that they get the money? With 
these words I move my motion. 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: This is an old story. We had 
it moved many a time before, and I do not think Mr. Banerji has said 
anything new to-day. He seems to be very annoye<l that the Indian 
News which he has called as a henamder of the Associated 

Press is being given this money. It is perfectly true that the Asso- 
ciated Press and the Eastern News Agency and the Indian News Agency 
are all under the same management. So that does not worry me very 
much. Then Mr. Banerji seems to think that Government’s sole stock 
of information to answer Council questions or to gain advice was the 
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Indian News Agency telegrams. I can only say that he is quite wrong. 
I do not wait to get a telegram from the Indian News Agency to tell 
me how many detenus have been accommodated in a particular camp, 
and I do not wait for telegrams of the Indian News Agency to tell me 
the number of troops stationed in Midnapore. These Indian News 
Agency telegrams have for some years been sent to Government and 
Members of Government and to Uis Excellency in order to provide 
early the first news about current events. I think Mr, Banerji lorgot, 
as he jn-oceeded with his argument, that this cut motion is for reducing 
the demand of Its. 2, (>()() which is the cost of the telegrams which are 
provided for His Excellency himself. 1 maintain that it is very neces- 
sary, ui)i)ropriate and desirable that Ilis Excellency should l>e in pc)sse8- 
sion by this means of current news at the earliest jxjssible date, and 
that, Sir, is the justification of this grant. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. P. BAKERJI: I beg to move that the demand of Hs. 47,500 
under the head “22(’ — Staff and household of the Governor — {(/) — 
Band” be reduced by Its. 40,000. 

With your permission, Sir, J also move that the demand of 
Rs. 47,500 under the head “22(' — Staff and household of ihe Governor — 
(^d) — Band” be reduced by Its. 100 (this expenditure is unnecessary at 
this time of financial crisis). 

Sir, in these days of economic crisis when the (fovemment has a 
deficit budget, this small expenditure should also be curtailed. These 
smaller amounts will, when accumulated, come to a big sum, and 
thereby help the Government in reducing the deficit. !fo serious 
attempt has yet been made by the Government to economise in this 
direction, and to make a cut in the Budget wherever possible. Year 
after year we have the opportunity of discussing the Budget for 12 days, 
but the Budget always remains where it was when it was framed, 
and the HonHde Memhers of Government often profess that nothing 
could be done for the benefit of the people on account of paucity of 
funds. So, I sugge.'it that in order to find money these smaller items 
should he curtailed. If the framers of the Budget would consider this 
mutter and bring it to the notice of even Ilis Excellency the Governor, 
I think that these amenities can be done away with. I consider His 
Excellency the Governor will be glad to give his consent to such a pro- 
posal, but I do maintain that while framing the Budget the framers of 
the Budget have never considered these points, with the result that 
the other departments of Government have always suffered. I, there- 
fore, say that many a little makes a mickle, and why should not the 
Hon*ble Member come forward and put a stop to these extravagances? 
If it is at all necessarj’, I consider that His Excellency should ffnd 
his way to meet it from his own pocket. I believe that His Excellency 
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is more interested in the welfare of the agriculturists than in his 
‘band. I, therefore, say that this saving of Ks. 40,000, if effected, ran 
very well be utilised in other directions. At the same time, I submit 
that the band is absolutely unnecessary. So, I suggest that the 
framers of the Budget should take this into their consideration and 
bring it to the notice oi His Excellency the Governor. With these 
words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir. I think I might put 
forward an aigunient which is more con\incing than any \n\i forward 
by ?ilr. Banerji. If the object of a band is t<» listen to music, to listen 
to concert, and if it is the conceit of the band that gratiHtvs one, I 
think there can be no more gratifying music' and mnie interesting 
music, and no band in tlie woild (ould possibly produce a more gratify- 
ing concert, than tlie shouts of Aye^ and Xoes raised on behalf of the 
Government in this House. 

Tho Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: Sir, this subject is so old that 
I feel some diffidence in iepl\ing at all. As a matter of fact, us has 
been jiointed out in numerous pieMous debates, the history of the band 
in this province was that when Bengal was raised to the status of a 
presidency, it was decided that the Governor should be provided with 
all the privileges which the Goveniors of Madras and Bombay Presi- 
dencies enjoyed, the main features of which \\eie the hand and the body- 
guard . That is how the hand came to he established in Bengal. 
Mr. Banerji made a great [Kiint in the direction of economy Well, 
it is perfee|ly true that the hand costs Its. 47,oO(). It cost a great 
deal more in previous \ears. In Ifr..^.') the (|uestion ol the expenditure 
on hand was very carefully gone into hy Government, and the Govern- 
ment of the day then came to tlie conclusion that the irreducible mini- 
mum of the ex|)enditure was IN. To.OOO. Times have changed and 
opinions have cdianged since on the subject of the irreducible minimum. 
As regards economy, we have the fact that the jiresent Governor him- 
self decided to reduce the number of the hand to a very great extent, 
and it is now only a comparatively .small body of El. It is really a 
question of what is right and suitable hy way of enhancing ami ujihold- 
ing the dignity of the high office of the Governor of Bengal. It is not 
so much a matter of what the Governor personally thinks, as of what 
he conceives to be his duty in maintaining the appurtenances of his 
high office. I scarcely think that this is a subject which is interest- 
ing th^ House to-dav. 1 .suggest that the motion be withdrawn. 

The motions were then put and lost. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I beg to move that the demand of IN. 12,000 
under the head ‘*22F — Executive Council’^ be reduced by Rs. 100. 
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Sir, the object of my motion is to discuss the size of the Executive 
Council. The Hon’ble Member has said that it is an old story to bring 
forward such a motion. I submit that there is no denying the fact 
that it is an old story, but the situation is new and it has been admitted 
by the highest authority in the land that there is no necessity of running 
such a top heavy administration. In the Central Provinces the Gov- 
ernment on account of the economic distress prevailing at present in 
the land has reduced the size of the Cabinet. But here only one reply 
is given whenever member after member, year in and year out, stress 
this point — why not Bengal follow suit ? The reply is that it is neces- 
sary perhaps to keep the communal balance in Bengal. If it is intended 
to keep the communal balance, I consider that one Hindu and one 
Muhammadan Executive Councillor would be sufficient. Of course, the 
practice may be unknowm in Bengal but it is a fact that in other 
provinces it is the Indians alone who are managing the show. In some 
provinces even the Home Member is an Indian. Why not in Bengal? 
They should follow the same procedure. Then, Sir, where was the 
necessity of filling up the vacancies which occurred recently on account 
of the death of one Member and the retirement of another? It often 
happens in the departments of fiovernment that vacancies are not 
always filled up. Why was not that procedure followed here when the 
cry WHS that we must have more funds? The major portion of the 
revenues of the province is spent after this top-heavy administration. 
We have recently got from the Government of India 50 per cent, of the 
jute duty, but unfortunately the money is nowhere to be found. I 
think that the administration of the province can be better run by one 
Minister and one Member only. Therefore, why should Government and 
the flamers of the Budget not reduce the size of the Cabinet and there- 
by save a lot of money which could be utilised in a more i)rofitable 
way? When there w’as a vacancy in the Cabinet by the death of one 
Member, we suggested that there was no necessity of filling up that 
vacancy, but Jihe appointment was filled up. There was again a vacancy 
by the death of the newly appointed Member and that too was again 
filled up. Then again wffien Sir A. K. Ghuznavi retired, as a matter 
of course that vacancy w'us filled up. I do maintain that it was not at 
all necessary. Now, Sir, when there is a temporary vacancy and a man 
goes on leave, what happens in other departments? We find that no 
new men are generally taken, but other officei-s run the administration. 
In the case of a vacancy in the Executive Council, when there are so 
many Secretaries, Deputy Secretaries, and so many Members, I do 
not know why the temporary vacancy should be filled up, especially 
a time when everyone is trying for the minimization of expenditure. 
But Government, I find, instead of doing so, are not ashamed to increase 
the expenditure even by making this sort of family arrangement. I, 
therefore, strongly protest against this iniquitous proceeding. GoTem* 
ment always profess, and have held out hopes to members on this side 
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^of tie House and to the people in general, that some day when the 
economic crisis is over and when funds will be available, they will be 
in a position to undertake popular projects. But T consider that if 
this toi>-heavy administration continues in this way, there will be no 
chance of the administiation being more effectively run and run in the 
best interests of the people whom the.se Hoii’lde Members of the 
Executive Council are really to serve. With these words. Sir, 1 move 
my motion. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, 1 confess ] nnmot 
bring to the suj)])oit of this motion the amount of enthusiasm that 
Mr. P. Banerji has shown. Sir. to tlog a dead horse is futile, and to 
flog a dying one is equally futile and also cruel, on the toj) of it. 
The Executive Council is on its last legs, and I had thought that 
Mr. Banerji might leave it at peace to pass away in silence. Of course, 
our views in regard to this matter are well known. There is no neces- 
sity for an Executive Council ol four memhers, and Oovernmenl have, 
practically, made no attem))t to justily the existence of four members; 
on one occasion, at any rate, it was given out on very high authority 
that the seven memheis of the Cabinet were only ne(‘essarv tor the 
maintenance of the communal balance. Well, Sir, .ho much for the 
excuse for the existeme of four Executive (‘ouncillors. The fact that 
it is an unnecessary ornament, that this quadruped Council i.s an 
unnecessary ornament, is am})ly borne out and established by the cases 
when certain vacancies occur. If these Executive ('ouncillors are so 
very necessary and useful, and the whole administration dc’peiids, more 
or less, on them, we would expect that wdien vucanci(‘s occur, (ioveni- 
ment would send out the traditional royal elejihant in M'urch of the 
best in the land. But w’hat do our Government do wdieii smdi vacan- 
cies occur? They go out to fish in tlie backwaters for the smallest of 
small frjq just to keep up a show! Therefore, I say that this Execu- 
tive Council is more a show than a necessity. 

♦ 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Sir, Dr. Naresh ( handra 
Sen Gupta ha.s stated that the Executive ('ouncil is, more or less, a dead 
or a dying hor.se, but to my mind, Sir, another jncture presents itself 
when I think of the Executive Council. It.s position is, more or less, 
that of an old widow aw^aiting \irvnna on the bank.s of the (:lunge8. 
Of course, there are people who have thrived at the expense of the old 
widow, and they naturally ivish that she should live. On the other 
liand, there are the reversioners who hope for a speedy end. This 
question as regards the size of the Executive Council interests only 
those two sets of people. My views as regards the proper size of the 
Executive Council are well known to the House. I have expressed 
them on one occasion, and I do not wish to repeat them now, but there 
is one aspect of the question which I want to place before the House 
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to-day. If the Executive Council is to command respect, if the 
Executive Council is really intended to discharge its duties properly, 
it should be the duty of tho§e who are entrusted with the charge of 
filling up vacancies to see that really competent men are appointed. 
If appointments are made to this body in a light-hearted manner, you 
lay youiselves open to the charge that this body is an unnecessary and 
useless aj)pendage which can be, and ought to be, done away with. 
Sir, I know that it is not proper for us to discuss individual appoint- 
ments, and I shall not do that to-day. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: And that is not within the scope of the motion 
under discussion: We aie now concerned only with the size of the 
Council. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; Sir, my position is that 
I do not want to reduce the size of the ('ouncil 

Mrt PRESIDENT: Please do not forget that you aie speaking on a 
particular motion in lespect of nhich certain basic lejisons have been 
specifically given by the mover thereof. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; Sir, my position is that 
the whole utility of the Executive Council, whether it consists of one 
Member, two Members, or half-a-dozen Members, is immaterial, and 
will go away unless (loveiiiment are jnepaied to adopt a definite and 
correct jiolii'y in connection with these ajipointments. 

^ Mr. PRESIDENT; I do not under.stund your reasoning. Will you 
please look into the order j)a])er and refresh your memory V Here we 
are not concerned with the position which any individual member may 
choose to take up, but we are concerned with the motion before this 
House on the basis provided for it by its mover. 

Mr, 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: My position is that the 
question of the size of the Executive Council becomes immaterial if 
proper appointments are not made to it. 

- Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I for myself 
confess that I feel that this motion is not very opportune, and my 
reasons are simply these. It is well known what our views are on the 
subject. We think that the size of the Executive Council is toc^big for 
Bengal, but as we have tolerated it — or have been compelled to tolerate 
it so far — there is no reason why we should not tolerate it any longer. 
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Th0 Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: I dare say that this Council did 
carry a resolution to that effect, but the Executive Council went on 
'all this time. Anyhow, we are getting* near the end of this Constitu- 
tion, and I, therefore, venture to think that perhaps the mover of this 
motion would feel inclined to withdraw it. 

The motion was put and lost. 


Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURh Sir, I beg to move tliat 
the demand of Es. 12,000 under the head “22F— Executive Council’^ 
he reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, my object in bringing this motion is to consider the^ serious 
position to which the Bengal finance has been reduced since (he time of 
the inauguration of the present Constitution in 1921. Sir, we had 
jinancial diflBlculties from the very beginning. Fnder tlie Mestou 
Settlement, it was almost impossible to carry on the administration 
in the beginning, and temporary measures were taken for the imposi- 
tion of some taxes to meet tlie emergency when it was hoped that as 
soon as the financial position would improve, the amounts derived from 
those tEuxes would be set apart for the improvement of the nation- 
building departments. That was the assurance that was given by the 
then Governor who is now the Secretary of State for India. But up tir 
this time no relief has been granted, except perhaps a share in the 
jute export duty. Sir, the other day we heard from the Hon’ble Sir 
John Woodhead that Government had been trying for full justice being 
done to this province. We have been accustomed to hear that sort of 
assurances for a long time, but nothing has come as yet. Then, Sir, 
we have not heard anything alxmt the assurance or promise given to us 
by the present Secretary of State when he was the Governor of Bengal 
that adequate relief would be given out of the proceeds of the three 
taxes' imposed in 1921 or 1922 to the nation-building departments. 
There has always been deficits, and nothing has been done for those 
departments. Even in the Budget which we are now discussing, there 
is a deficit of Rs. 40 or 50 lakhs. To meet our heavy deficits, we have 
been takirfg heavy loans from the Central Government for some yeurs 
past. I do not find any justification for that overdraft. It is hoped 
that^our deficit will be mej from the jute export duty and certain other 
duties which it is proposed to l)e tran.sferred to the provincial finance. 
But I ask, what ftliout the interest that we have paid for so many 
years? This year’s account shows that the interest charges amount to 
Rs. 22i lakhs. Then, Sir, some dredgers were purchased, and for 
them we have annually paid Rs. 8 lakhs as interest, apart from the 
amount we have spent for their maintenance. If it was a mistake to^ 
purchase them, why have they been maintained, and why were they 
not thrown into the sea? Sir, Government must make an earnest 
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fl^ttempl to meet their ordinary expenditure from their normal resources, 
and at the same time they must tr>" to fulfil th^, assurance^ given by 
one of our Governors that more funds should be allotted to the trans- 
ferred side of the administration. I am sorry to say, Sir, *that* this has 
never been done in the past, Bengal realise about Es.^30 crores in the 
shape of customs duties and other taxes, and out of that only Es. 9 or 
10 crores are given to her and more than Rs. 20 crores are taken away 
by the Central Government, and that is an amount which is more than 
anything paid by any other province. Our special grievance is that 
in order simply to convince the Central Government that the Meston 
Award is wrong, why should you maintain a machinery which is 
unworkable and for which you are not in a position to pay. It is a 
raistake*^to pay Rs. 1,20,000 to His Excellency and Rs. 64,000 to each of 
the Members of the Cabinet. Probably this high remuneration was 
fixed under a miscalculation that even allowing for it, there would be 
ample margin left for provincial development and for paying Rs. 6^ 
lakhs to the Central Government as contribution, but when you saw 
within a year that it was not a possible thing why did you fix the pay 
at so much, why did you raise the i)ay of your subordinates? The 
Bengal civilians were not paid anything more than Rs. 4,D00 a month, 
and a High Court Judge or Member of the Board of Revenue was satis- 
fied w4th that. How did you find out that the members of the Civil 
Service would not be satisfied with less than Rs. 64,000 now when you 
have not ample funds at your disposal? His Excellency ought to see 
his lyay to reduce his own allowance and io ret'ornmend the same thing 
to his' staff. My position is that the management of Bengal finance has 
been a failure, with the result that Bengal is heavily indebted. She 
has been compelled to pay and does puv a huge amount as interest for, 
the loan or subsidy given by the Central Government. In spite of that, 
a very costly Government is l>eing maintained and very little economy 
is being effected. Whenever we ask anything to be done, Government 
always plead their inability to do it for want of funds. I think the 
Government of Bengal should have taken proper steps to improve their 
finance. 

I brought forward this motion with that end in view. Tlven now 
I do not understand what would be the fate of the new regime — we 
are quite in the dark as to what we are leaving fqr our successprs, what 
position will be taken and bow the Government wilt be maintained. 
After 15 years’ struggle, we have got half of the jute tax, but that is 
not quite enough for our needs. We were assured by the then Gov- 
ernor ol Bengal that out of the 90 per cent, of the income-tax that il 
paid by the residents of Bengal we would get a share, and that the 
entire amount of the jute duty would be granted to us. If that were 
4one, we would have ample relief, but until that can be done why do 
you maintain such a costly machineiy^ of Government, knowing fully 
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idse.i 

well tliat4t"i8 impussible^to maintain it? I hope the rourieil Ifill e(m- 
. aider whether there"" ivS any force in nf\" complaint. My complaint ia 
that the management of Bengal finance has been a failure and that she 
has been plac^ in a ,ver\' awkward positibn. It i> impossible for Bengal 
to continue in this way, and T think this ^Council ought to have been 
taken into confidence in devising means by which tliis costly adminis- 
tration can be maintained. Adequate relief ouglit to iiave been 
secured from the Central Government so that Bengal may (ontinUe its 
administration in a proper way and the nation-building departments 
may be adequately provided for. As that has not In^en done, I make 
this complaint. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Sir, I think Balm 
Kishori Mohan Chaiidlmri lia> given sonn* r(‘asoiis in ( onncction with 
the financial difficulties of Bengal. T take this opportunity to place 
before the Hou-^e and the Government another imj)()itant factor in 
this connection, and that is the policy of the Executive (Tovemment of 
Bengal. I refer to tin* policy of the (Joveriiment of Bengal in connec- 
tion with the detenus and terrorism. If the Government of Bengal 
bad adopted a sensible and sympathetic policy in meeting the political 
situation in this country, there would have been no occasion for the 
large expenditure in connection with th(* detenus ns well as in main- 
taining the costly additional police force in this province. The (pies- 
tion of tTTeMetenus has het'ii dis(‘ussed more than once in Ibis (’opncil, 
andT do not want to go into detail on this occasion, but I think T shall 
l)e failing in my duty if I do not ask the Government of Rengal to 
reconsider the position on the eve of the itiauguration of Hie new 
Constitution. Here is a great opjK)rtunity for the Government of 
Bengal to reconcile and conciliate public fipinion in this province by 
releasing the detenus and avoiding this useless and unnecessary expendi- 
ture. It is a matter of gratification to us, who have been criticising 
and drawing attention to the injustice of the policy of the Gbvernment 
in the matter to find that at last the conscience of thf? Government of 
Bengftl been stirred. Recently they have come to realise that they 
cannot go on wi<h tlie policy of detaining innocent people for years 
and years indefinitely, and they have to adopt a new policy — they have 
taken a hew turn. It was an act of c^jurage to accept the situation and 
find a new remedy. Now T will ask the Government to go a step 
further — ^to be more courageous and face it, and do the inevitable — and 
please these detenus. Why do you further exasperate public opinion 
. by continuing this detention of persons who are considerel to be 
innocent by the public? If you accept this pfdicy of release of the 
detenus, you will create a better atmosphere, and ‘there will be Idla 
expenditure on continued vigilance on the part of the falice to huiit 
down terrorists. I do not want to criticise on this occasion the scheme 
13 
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of the boTernment of Bengal^ as this is the latest hobby of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal in the matter" of meeting this menace of terrorism, 
because after all it is an experiment, and it is not very charitable to 
criticise that experiment at the initial stage. We shall all wait with 
interest and with good washes for the success of the experiment, though 
personally I am very doubtful of the outcome of. such a half-hearted 
half-measure. I would make a personal appeal to the Hon'ble the 
Home Member who will be shortly relinquishing his charge— I know 
he will be coming back, but after all he cannot continue when the new 
Constitution comes into force — but before he relinquishes hi^ charge, 
I would appeal to him to go into the question sympathetically in the 
interest of the people and in the interest of the future Government and 
to see whether it is not possible io release Ihese unfortunate persons 
who are our countrymen. (Mr H. S. Sthkawardt: Your kith and 
kin.) Well, we do feel for them as our kith and kin. We do not want 
to forget them. I want the Government of Bengal to change their 
policy, and I am making an appeal to the Hon’ble the Home Member 
to accept the suggestion that I have made. 

Mr, P. BANERJI: Sir, 1 ris«‘ to Mi]i]K)?t the motion * 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Alter hearing the two sj)ee( lies I fe^l inclined 
to g^ve some directions as to how this debate should be conducted. 
Kishori Babu has given his reasons and has eontined his motion within 
the four corners of what he has chosen to call “financial difficulties 
of Bengal.’' MemlKUs who would now s|)eak should bear this in mind. 
The difficulties should be enumerated first, and then it should be their 
endeavour to prove that the actions of the Members of the Executive 
Council are collectively responsible for the creation ot these diffi- 
culties, 

Mr, P, BANERill: Sir, I shall try to keep myself within the 
limits of your ruling and would say that the financial difficulties of 
Bengal are the creation of this administration through want of fore- 
8i,ght and inefficiency. It has been pointed out by the mover of the 
motion that these difficulties have been created by the Executive 
Side of the Government without thinking ahead that in time they 
would come to grief. Now, Sir, of all the atatesmen in the world, 
wise is he who has foresight. Here, I charge the Gcffernment with- 
inefficiency and want of foresight. Whenever they have money from 
other sources, that money is absorbed in their own arrangement, 
ifi*. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray has pointed out that there is an excess 
ol expenditure by Government for these detenus and for the matter 
of that to keep more police and to spend more money on the Police 
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Department 'with the result that when the depression came they had 
.t 4 ) borrow money from the Central Government and pay heavy 
interest 

(At this stfig'e the ('oimcil was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I was supportings this motion chaiT^ing 
the Government for these financial difficulties in Bengal with ineftb i- 
encv and want of foresight. These are the two reasons which have 
brought about this struggle. As I was saying, Mr. Shanti Shekhar- 
eswar Ray condemned the (b)vernment for their polic\ in ihe matter 
of administratitm so tar as the jiolice and the detenus wc'rt* concerned. 
Innocent persons wh<»se guilt was not pn»ved or could not be ]>roved 
b> Government were ])ut under restraint, and mm on one excuse or an- 
other (iovernmeut have to a (crlain extent found their folly and are 
tryiiig to letrace their >te|)s 1)\ directing these persons to remain as 
home internees and in some case.s by training them in the detenus^ 
camp in agiicultuie and in industrial manufactures. Our point is 
that it th(* intention of Government is to do certain good things to the 
people, then I submit that this dual lunction must be done away with 
immediately. That will minimise the expenditure to a great extent, 
for it will be entirely entrusted either to the Ilon’lde Minister in chaige 
of Agriculture or to the Deputy Director of Agiiculture who is jimcti- 
cnliy looking after this matter. Otherwise, there is sure to be a 
practical difficulty. The Hon’ble Member has said that there are cer- 
tain persons amongst them who are not terrorists and will get the 
opportunity of getting themselves trained in agriculture and some form 
of industry, but the difficulty arises from the fact that they are not will- 
ing workers. The Hon’ble Member has also said that out of 125 per- 
sons only *3 have l>eeu taken away; one has been sent to Malda and an- 
other to an unknowm destination 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I am very sorry to interrupt 
you, Mr. Banerji. I find you have forgotten my ruling. What is 
the motion before the House? Kishori Babu wanted to show that 
certain financial difficulties had been created and those were actually 
the result of c^tain actions which the Executive Council collectively 
took. It is , incumbent on you to prove that and for your jguidance 
I laid the principle wffiich was a very simple one, that is first oi all to 
enumerate the difficulties, but you did not do it. You should take any 
particular item which you think useful for the purpose of your debata^ 
and then try to show that those difficulties were created by certain 
definite actions of the Executive Government. I also pointed out 
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that individual actions of any Member should not be taken up at this 
stage, but only collective action should be taken up. That is the 
purpose behind the motion and you must adhere to that. But you 
were talking at random. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Now, Sir, as I was saying, just now, the Gov- 
ernment by their action and policy to-day are still increasing the 
expenditure, but not for useful purposes, and, therefore, I was, in 
passing, referring to this point. But, Sir, as you have ruled that 
I cannot enter into details, T will refrain from doing so. I will only 
tell the II on’ bio Member that if this state of things continues, it 
would bo a sheer waste of money, and no useful purpose will be 
served by si>ending money in this direction. I say that there has been 
wanton expenditure incurred in maintaining tlie jnilitary in the different 
districts of Bengal and increasing the number of the police force. 
May I en([uire, Sir, what is the reason of all this? There was a time 
when I admit the military and the additional police might have been 
necessary, as there was the subversive movement and attempts were 
made by some of the terrorists to take away the lives of Government 
officials. There might have l)een a time, Sir, when some such exi)en- 
dituro was needed, but now that time is no more, and it is admitted 
even by Government that things have cooled down. There are, how- 
ever, some le.gitimate activities of the people in the countryside in the 
shape of the present movement against the union boards. People think, 
and the Act provides also, that it is up to them to accept union 
boards or not, but why is it that on the point of the bayonet and 
through military marches Government should be thrusting on the 
people a thing which they do not want ? If Government think that 
the union Imard is a necessity for every village, why is it that in 
those districts for the last lb years no attempt w'as made to introduce 
iiiiiou boards, and why are they doing that at the time of this economic 
crisis? Thousands of villagers have applied to Government that union 
boards may not be introduced into their villages, but Government have 
turned a deaf ear to their j>etitions as well as their deputations, and 
orders have been given to the local officeis by which the villagers 
either have been put in jail or their movements restricted, or, in some 
cases, they have lieen village-interned; over and above this, the 
jnilitary march is going on. The Hon’ble Members are directing 
their officers to teach the people to respect the authority of the 
Government. May I enquire of the Hon’ble Member whether such 
acts of the Government and such extra expenditure will in any 
way take them any further? I do say that it will not; rather, 
instead of doing so, it will increase the hatred of the people 
towards the Government. As I was submitting to you, Sir, I 
do not know why this should be done, particularly at a time when 
Government admit that there is a famine raging in the countryside 
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and there is also a failure of crops. Why should such extra expeiidi- 
•ture be forced upon the people? I put questions on this subject and 
the Hon’ble Member has always given evasive reillies, and we are 
definitely of the opinion that there are cases where the jlolice — 
especially the extra police — have oppressed the people and are still 
ojjpressing the i>eople in the countryside. I fail to understand why 
Government should incur such heavy extra expenditure on this account, 
and for what reason? If without union boards. Sir, the administration 
has gone on for the last IG years, then wliy not wait, just as the 
Govei'^inient say in connection with othei measures, that th^’ ( an wait 
till they are in aifiuent circumstances? I do say, therefore, that there 
must be an immediate change of ])oli(‘v, and if this change in jMiIicy 
i^ not forthwith made, the* result will he that the situation will become 
more and more difficult. Mans nnunhers lone suggested that it is 
not u{) to Us nt the fag end of the life* of fliiv ('ouncil to ix$k for a 
change of |H)licy. 1 d(» maintain, as the moxiu of th(‘ motion has 
pointed out. that \\e are (‘xpending only on one overdraft bian 22 
lakhs as intmest. That is one item onl\ , and there are other items, 
c.//., for the dredgers, upon which, I believe, more than 8 lakhs is 
spent as int(*rest. In this wav this (io\ernment by their inefticiency 
and want of foresight have fettered our hands and have plunged us 
o\er head and ears in debt. 


There is another point. It is that when we had come to grief 
there came this windfall of jute tax, which is the legitimate receipt 
of this province, but for which this Government did not try at all. 
They allowed it to go by default, and this a(*tion on th(*ir part has 
impoverished Bengal in thi.s way. This is not a new thing; it has been 
discussed by members year after year in this ITou.se. And, Sir, with 
what result.'^ Ihe result is that we have now’ got one (;rore and a 
half, but it has not gone at all to the benefit of the people in general. 
That being the (*ase, Sir, is it not in the fitness of things that even 
at the fag-end of thi.s ('oust i tut ion — 1 mean the administration — is it 
not right, is it not in the interests of the jieople and of good adminis- 
tration also, to ask for a change of iKdiey and that no attempts should 
be made to coerce the people in the way that this tiovernment are 
doing? I say, Sir, minimise your expenditure on the jKdice, and that 
can only be done if there is a change in the attitude of the Government'. 
But thi.s change, as I have noticed and o.s I regret to say, cannot be 
expected from Meml)ers of the Government in view of the fact that 
their answers to questions given to members of this Council on the 
subject of the grievances of the people in general have b^en most 
unsatisfactory and there has been no redress whatsoever. These people 
are absolutely in a helpless condition, and if, at any time, we try to 
bring* their condition to the notice of the Government, we are always 
treated with scant courtesy. 
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Therefore, I suggest that there must be an immediate change of 
policy and that these route marches also must be immediately put 
a stop to. Political prisoners also should be at once released. If this 
is done, it would mean an immediate decrease in expenditure which is 
quite heavy. The decrease in expenditure in so far as only one depart- 
ment is concerned is enormous, and if you go through the Budget 
you will find that about 25 per cent, of the income of this province 
is eaten up by Sir Robert’s departments alone. Therefore, when such 
a large portion is taken away in this way by him alone, the result 
is that other departments must starve. This has been our cry here 
year after y^ar, and, although it is an old thing, to us it is always 
a fresh and a new thing. Unless you bring about a change in policy, 
there is no hope of salvation for this province. 

(At this stage the meml>er having reached the time-limit had to 
resume kis seat.) 

Th6 Hon’bls Sir JOHN WOODHEADs Sir, it is somewhat difficult 
to reply to a genei-al discussion on the budget on a cut motion moved 
in order to discuss the financial difficulties of Bengal. ,The debate has 
roamed over a wide field in rather an indefinite manner. I tried at 
first to follow the debate in detail, but towards the end gave it up as a 
had job. Babu Kishori Moliaii Phaudhuri started oft*, so far as I could 
gather, with a diatribe against the Meston Settlement. Then he 
wandered on to our over-draft loans and inquired why we took those 
loans at all, and why we have to pay interest on them. He also sug. 
gested that, although we had borrowed for the purpo.se of buying eer- 
tain dredgers, we should not have paid interest on the sum we borrowed. 
l.hen he went back to the provincial contribution of G3 lakhs which wa> 
a part of the Financial Settlement of the Reforms, and tacked on to 
tSat an attack on the unnecessarily high pays, which he apparently 
considers every officer of (iovernment, not only the Members of the 
Executive Council, draws. And, finally, he ended up by suggesting 
that we should have obtained by now — but, unfortunately, we have not 
done so — the entire amount of the jute tax and a share of the proceeds 
of the income-tax. Sir, I cannot deal fully with such a variety of 
topics in the course of a short speech on a cut motion. I would only 
say this, that if our receipts are less than our expenditure, we have to 
get money from somewhere to meet the excess of expenditui-e over 
receipts and that the usual course is to borrow from somebody. That 
somebody. Sir, is the Government of India, and the Government of 
India, like every other lender, does not lend money for nothing. 
Again, we had to borrow in order to buy the dredgers, and the lender, 
^ain, insisted on interest being paid and on the amount borrowed 
being ultimately i-epaid. (Babf Kishori Mohan CuArnHirRi : Why 
not by subsidy?) Eveiybody in this Hou.se knows how we have 
protested against what we all consider to be an injustice to Benirah the 
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inequitable financial settlement under the existinpf Reforms, and how 
durini^ the four years that I have been in ofiice, and before that during 
the time of my predecessors, we have strained eveiy nerve to obtain 
a revision of that settlement. We have not so far succeeded in 
obtaining tho revision we desire; but we have received half of the 
jute tax, and" what further relief we shall obtain, we shall know during 
the course of this year. But if Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri thinks 
that we have not done all that we should have done to trv" to get what 
we think we should get, then all I can say is that T do not know how 
we could have done more. We have spent much time and labour in 
preparing our case, we have written innumerable letters, and inem- 
l)ers of this Coumdl liave ventilated the provimv's (laims from time to 
time on the floor of this House. The decision does not rest with us. 
it does not lie with u*> to say that w^e shall get what we demand; the 
final decision lies with sonjebody else, and if w'e (h) not siKTeed in 
obtaining all we claim, 1 hope no one will say it is our fault. 


Mr, H. $• 8UHRAWARDY: May I ask a (piestion of the Ilon’blc 
Finance Member^ Will the new' (Constitution be saddled with the ac- 
cumulated loans that Government have had to raise in order to meet 
their ordinary expenditure? 

The Hon’ble 8ir JOHN WOODHEAO: That is (dniously a question, 
Sir, to whicli 1 cann(»t rej)!) ; the answer must come from somebody 
else. 

Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray adopted another line of attack. I 
could not quite follow him. Apparently, he was of opinion that if we 
had not had to expend money and had not expended money on com- 
bating the terroiist movement and on the maintenance of detenus, we 
should have been better off. T quite agree with him there, but, surely, 
he begs the question when he says that we should not have incurred 
that expenditure. In his opinion all the persons who liave been kept 
in detention are innocent people. There, Sir, he begs the (juestion en- 
tirely. We maintain that the expenditure was absolutely essential 
for the safety of the State, and I trust it will be a sufficient reply to 
say that this ('ouneil sanctioned that expenditure. Perhaps, it may be 
that he did not approve of the action of the Council but then, Sir, he 
is not the Council, but only a single member of it. 

As regards Mr. P, Banerji, I do not know how' the reporters take 
him d<ywn correctly; I am afraid that they do not, and I certainly had 
great diflSculty in following him. He talked alniut lack of foresight, 
and of the failure to think ahead. Well, perhaps we do not think fai 
enough ahead, and it is possible that if Mr, P. Banerji ever becomes 
the Finance Minister, he will use more foresight, think further ahead 



and dificlose more efficiency than we have done. If he succeeds, in 
doing so, I shall congratulate him ; in fact I will come back to con- , 
gratulate him. 

As regards expenditure on amount of the military* forces, almost 
the whole of the cost of the additional garrison in Bengal is borne by 
the Government of India and not by the Government of Bengal. Mr. 
Banerji knows that as well as I do. 

About union boards Mr. Banerji talked at length. But does he 
not know that union boards cost Government nothing? Although he 
knows that Union Boards do not involve Government in expenditure, 
he has used this cut motion to make some remarks as regards union 
boards in his “favourite” district of Midnapore. 

As legards the IV)lice, our expenditure is ceitainly heavy. I wish 
it was not so heavy. Circumstances have rendered heavy expenditure 
unavoidable but again 1 would remind the House that the Council has 
voted the heavy expenditure on Police, — expenditure which was nece^- 
sar>’ for the safety of the State. 

Sir, I have nothing more to say on this rathei indefinite discussion; 

I oppose the motion. 

The motion w’as put and lost. 


Adjournment. 

The Council stands adjourned till d j).m. on Wednesday, the 18th 
March, 19d(i, at the (V)uncil Tlouse, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in tlie Coun(‘il House, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 18th March, ]93(), at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Mahaiaja Sir Manmatiia Nath JUv 
Chowdhury, of Santosh) in llie ('liair, the tour lloii’blc Members of 
the Executive Council, the three ll<»n‘ble Ministers and bo nominated 
and elected members. 


BUDGET GRANTS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 

1936-37. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

22— General Administration. 

}( (ft ions for reduction. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: 1 bep t(> move that the demand of Kh. rj,000 
under the head “*J2F — Executive Council” be reduced by Us. 100 
(policy of the members of the Executive Council towards the members 
of the Council). 

Sir, my grievance is that whenever any question is put, starred or 
unstarred, in order to gel certain information of public importance, 
the Hon’ble Members of Government always give evasive answers 
and act just like the (Jeneral Post Gflice. (Questions are answered 
generally in a very unsatisfactory manner in most cases. I can show 
you. Sir, that in the course of the last three <la>s the answers that 
had been given were ino.st unsatisfactory. The invariable plea that 
is always trotted out by the Members of Government is that informa- 
tion cannot be sup]»lied in the public interest. They never explain 
what is the nature of public interest and why the information haa got 
to be withheld. It is also said sometimes that the information can- 
not be obtained without laborious enquiry and the Government are 
not prepared to undertake the trouble. I do not understand for whose 
beneht the Government function? Wlien membert^ of the Council 



m 


DEMANDS FOE GRANTS. 


[ 18 th Mai., 


want certain information, -^is it not in the fitness of things that that 
informatioif shouldlf be supplied ? The fact of this persistent with- 
holding of information has been brought to the notice of the Members 
of Government times without number, but it was like crying in the 
wilderness. That being the position, I think, it is the fit occasion for 
us to ventilate our grievances and bring them to the notice of the 
Hon’ble Members of Government. I think, Sir, that if answers to 
questions of public importance are evaded in this fashion and kept un- 
answered, it would be much better to do away ^altogether with the 
queslion and answer system. It is a sheer waste of time, money and 
energy. That is, Sir, one of the many grievances that I want to 
ventilate. Then, again. Sir, it is found that sometimes the questions 
w'liicl) could immediately be answered, are kept back and unneces- 
sarily delayed. These answers are given after 15 days or even after 
a month. I am not the only member who lias this grievance, but 
there are others and perhaps they will put forward their grievances 
when their turn comes. 

Another point that I wish to bring to the notice of the Members of 
Government is that they are wont to give no information even to a 
question of urgent public importance. I may cite as an illustration 
an incident of the present session. A short notice question was asked 
on the 0th of this month regarding the recent strike at the four Ghats, 
viz., Jagannath Ghat, Kulpi Ghat, Armenian Ghat and another Ghat 
and the nature of reply given in this matter was far from satisfactory. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think it is your intention to discuss 
any particular question. The rea.sons which you liave given for bring- 
ing up the motion under discussion do not indicate that. Under your 
own terms you are entitled to di.scuss only the policy of Government 
towards the members of this House. Instead of that you are dis- 
cussing the answer of a particular question. I am afraid I cannot 
allow you t(> specifically mention or criticise any question or any 
answer. You are .suppo.sed to critici.se the policy underlying actions 
of the Members of the Executive Council in relation to the members 
of this House. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Might I respectfully submit. Sir, that in order 
to illustrate my point I have got to cite instances 

Mr. PRESIDE NT. Order, order. I am decidedly of opinion that 
you c^iuuot do so. If I allow you to do so there will be no end of it. 
You and other members may take us back to all the questions that have 
been answered oa the floor of the House. 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: If that is your ndi^, Sir, I bow down to 
.your decision, but nevertheless I submit that in tkat cas# I am help- 
less in the matter and I do not know how to discuss it unless I am 
allowed to show' by illustration that inaccurate and evasive answers 
are always given by the Members of Government. The answers given 
are sometimes a deliberate violation of truth; I was seeking your 
permission just to prove and substantiate my argument by illustra- 
tion that the Members of Government deliberately give evasive 
answers even to a question of great public importance. There are, 
Sir, definite instances of this nature and I challenge the Members of 
Government to disprove niy statement. But unfortunately, Sir, I 
am not permitted to do so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What you have said just now is enough for 
your purpose. You may continue to attack their policy until you 
are challenged by the Hon’hle Member to produce evidence by citing 
specific cases or instances. You better confine your remarks for the 
present to the generalit\ of the subject, \ou have thrown open for 
discu.ssion. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir. when the Hon’ble Member has spoken I 
shall have no opportunity of making another speech and I W’ould not 
be allowed by you, Sir, to do .so. That is iny position, I shall not 
justify my statement by definite illustrations if it is your ruling that I 
shall have the ojiportunity of speaking after the Hon’ble Member has ^ 
spoken and challenges iny statement. With these words I coinmendl 
my motion to the ai^ceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou will not be allowed to make ailbther 
speech. But I will allow you to cite spt^cific instances if the Hon’ble 
Member w’ants them. 

Tha Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID; Sir, to my mind, Mr P. 
Banerji started off his .speech by begging the whole question. He 
started by saying that members of this House asked for information 
on matters of public importance and the Hon’ble Members of the 
Executive Council refused to give them. Well, I think, it is our 
experience as Members of (he Executive Council — and I think a good 
many of the members of this House will agree — that quite a lot of 
questions were asked which were not matters of real public import- 
ance. Then, again, he says, that questions are answered on two lines 
— either the Members of the Executive Council get up and say that it 
is in the public interest that the information should not be given or 
else in giving answer to the question that has been asked they say 
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that it inTokes such a laborious enquiry that Government really feel 
that they cannot undertake it. Well, Sir, with regard to the first 
point, unworthy as wc the Members of the Executive Council may be, 
so far as our own departments are concerned, we are for the moment 
the custodians of public interest, so far as giving certain information 
in answer to a certain question is concerned. Though we may regret 
it we are unable to give information because we honestly feel that it 
is not in the public interest that the information should be given. 

As regards the matter of laborious enquiry I am perfectly certain 
that I have the support of the bulk of the members of this House when 
I say that questions are sometimes asked comparatively on trivial 
matters to answer which would mean the collection of an enormous 
amount of statistics which would probably never be read and which in 
fact it would serve no useful purpose. That is the simple common 
sense reason uliy Government are compelled to refuse to obtain the 
material to answer a question when it involves laborious enquiry. 

It is difficult to reply to the very sweeping ami general accusation 
of disrespect, untruth, inaccuracy and our general disinclination to 
give information. I do not know whether you intend giving an 
opportunity to Mr, Banerji to reply after 1 have sjmken and have a 
wordy dialogue before the House but I do rejiudiate his sweeping re- 
marks that Government are always prone to violate the truth in giving 
their answers. If he is in a position to say that the answer to a 
question is inaccurate the only inference is that he has already got 
the information he is asking for. Otherwise how ou earth can he 
check the answers we give!' Our answers, Sir, are based on enquiries 
from officers whom we have every reason to believe to give us true and 
accurate information. To .say that the Horrble Members of the 
Executive Oouncil give untrue and inaccurate answers is, therefore, 
a gross perversion of truth. The principle underlying this system of 
questions is that questions are asked for the puqiose of obtaining in- 
formation on a matter of public interest and that is the principle which 
the Members of (Government always try to bear in mind when they are 
framing their answers to such questions. Therefore, I hold — and I 
believe the House will agree with me — that the accusation which 
Mr. Banerji has thrown against the Members of the Executive Council 
that they are inaccurate and untruthful is not in the slightest degree 
based on facts. Sir, I oppose the motion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH SiNGHA: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 12,tK)0 under the head ‘’22F — Executive CounciT’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (for not giving effect to India Home Government Resolution 
of the 4th July, 1935, for representation in public services of the 
scheduled castes). 
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Sir, our scheduled castes have been recognised after long years by 
the Government. These castes are labouring under great many dis- 
advantages for a long time witliout any recognition, without any help 
and without any assistance from Government. After the Round 
Table Conferences, when the Franchise Committee made its statement 
recognising our claims that .so imu»y millions of His Majesty’s sub- 
jects hawe to be put in their i>roper places, the Government recog- 
nised our claims and brought out u circular commonly known as the 
Hallet circular in 19d4. Giir local Government then brouglit another 
circular in the year 1931 and admitted our claims in this province. 
Another recent circular was issued hy this Government in 19d5 
admitting our claims to the ministerial services in the dejmrtments of 
Government. It is not known, Sir, how far these circulars have been 
acted upon and 1 do not know whether action is being taken accord- 
ing to these circulars. Of course now and then a little hit is being 
done here and there for the depressed community, hut I do not know 
if anything tangible has up to now been doni^ for us, — the scheduled 
castes. 

I, Sir, would like to put the claims of my own community, the 
Rajhansi communitv of this province. Our population amongst 
scheduled castes in this ])rovinc<* is 19 lakhs and we stand second the 
Namusudra community being the first who are about 21 laklis with re- 
gard to population in the province. I wish to know. Sir, what 
Government have done for such a large proportion of population. 
My community stood hy the Government when tliey were in dire 
necessity and i.ssued appeal after appeal during the war asking their 
people to come forward and help the Government. My community, 
though a backward and backward in the real sense of the term, camo 
forward and offered their help with men and money. There are 
records in our Kshatria Sanmilani to show that hundreds of our com- 
munity offered their services for the cause of His Majesty’s tiovern- 
ment and enlisted during the war time. Six hundred men were 
enli8te<] and out of this about 100 went to the actual battle field. I 
am proud of my community that they were able to do so and help the 
Government by men and money which no single community of this 
province was able to do. Altogether one battalion of Ifengulee 
regiment was sent to the field almo.st half of which belonged to my 
community. My predecessor Rai Sahib Panchanon Burma always 
served the cause of Government and whenever Government was in 
difficulty he helped them with men and money. He was making 
propaganda in villages with the help of the other members of our 
community; and my bumble self was one of them who tried his level 
best to ielp Gbvemment in every possible way. When the war 
ended^ Rai Sahib Panchanon Burma asked for a militia for our com- 
munity, but Government said that it was not possible to grant 
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myitia for the people of our eomni^iiity alid if the Hon’ble Member 
#iere to see the archives oi the Secretariat, it will prove my statement. 
But, Sir, what the Government has done for my commiinity siiice 
then? Our late leader, Eai Sahib Panchanon Burma, is no more in 
the land of the livinj^, and I have come to plead for small things for 
my community. I am a small man and I am speaking of small things. 

Now, in regard to education. In the year 1911, I see from the 
census report that the percentage of e<lucation in our community 
consisting of a population of 19 lakhs is only two per cent. It will 
be seen from the census of 1931 that, while every other community 
of His Majesty’s Government has advanced in education, my com- 
munity has made no progress whatever. In twenty years the 
percentage has increased from two to three-half. We do not want 
higher education for our community, hut w’e want elementary education 
— the A B C of education. Even this little education is apparently 
denied to our community 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: On a point 
of order. Sir. Can the matter of transferred education be discuissed 
in the general discussion? 

Babu K8HETRA NATH SiNCHA: Sir, I am simply putting 
my argument before the House and am not censuring the Government 
or anybody. My point is that we are a w’eak community and some- 
thing should be made to imi)rove our condition and so I am putting 
forth our grievances before the Government, that is all. I request 
the hon’ble members to give me a patient hearing. 

Sir, a quarter of a ceuturv ago only one ap})ointment of a sub- 
deputy collector was offered to our community — to Babu D. M. Roy, 
and not a single other such appointment was offered to anybody df 
our community, although there are educated persons. Even when 
Mr. D. M. Roy died, gap was not filled up by a person of our 
community. 

Then again, coming to the petty ministerial services, it will be 
seen that the position is the same. In Rangpur there is only one man 
in that service in the civil court and in Jalpaiguri there are 2 or 3 
posts given to our community. In Dinajpur the position is no better. 

This year, Sir, we offered 5 candidates from our community for 
the post of Excise Sub-Inspectors, amongst whom one was a graduate 
and the others I.A.’s, but such is our ill-fate that a single name 
was sent up by the Collector, May I ask foi;, what reasjm P Is it 
proper to ignore a backward community in this wjiy-Hi this justice P 
It will be seen from the budget presented this yeaf^that we paid as 
much as 4 lakhs as tobacco tax; tobacco is largely grown in the 
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totrictfl of Rangpur and Jflpaigijfi, but, Sir, from these districts nit 
A itngle man was taken as Excise Sub-Inspector to take a share of the 
pfofit accrued from these districts. In every service our position is 
the same. We are told every year that our case will be considered 
and reconsidered, but nothing material has up to now been done. I 
am not asking for big things, but we should be allowed to take our 
proper share in^small things. If certain percenlage is not allowed to 
my community, who are dying for want of impetus by not being 
able to secure Government job, there is no chance for our youngmen 
who have taken admission into the colleges and schools. If Govern- 
ment do not give us any impetus by giving now and then some 
services what would be our fate. In our part of the district, Uang- 
pur, the numerical strength of our community is next to Muham- 
madans and while the Muhammadans are advancing \\v are 
still in the same place. Miiliamnuolan friends say that they 
also are not faring well but my community fares worse in 
that r^pect. community is getting no help, no impetus 

and nothing of the kind and unless somebody comes to their rescue 
the> would die. Though the Primary Education Act was passed long 
ago no eflect was given to it on the plea that there are no funds. 
What we want is some education to the people of my community and 
Government cann(»t .say that the\ have no tumls for the education of 
their illiterate subjects. We are read\ to pa\ taxes if funds are 
necessar\ . If (iovernment wer(‘ willing t<» provi<le facilities we shall 
pay the taxes re(juired of us as we want to live and not die of starva- 
tion. These are my grie\ances and tor this reason Kai Saheb 
Panchanon Hurnia has entered our name in the list of Scheduled 
castes. Our community deserve more than the otlnus. In the 
matter of getting appointment my community is the wwst sufferer 
because we are most backward in the real sense of the term becauae 
we are not educated and consequently not thriving. Unfortunate as 
our luck is we are dying in the dark. Under the circumstances I 
pray to Government to consider our case and give us what we want if 
they want us to live and not die. I appeal t(» the Ixuiign (iovernment 
to consider our case as we arc also one of His Majesty's subjects. I 
do not w'ant to speak anything more. 


Mr. G. P. HOGG: In spite of the somewhat mournful and depress- 
ing tenor of the hoii’ble member’s speech this is curiously enough, as 
I shall hope to show presently, one of those few cases in which the 
spokesman on beb*lf of Government can assure the mover that he has 
already got, mpre^than hia is asking for. This motion is based on what 
the hon’l^ mpaibw calls the “Hallett Circular’’ and asks that the 
Oovenunept of Bei^l should give effect to a particular resolution of 
1934 for i>epx|pe?iatibn in the public services of the scheduled castes. 
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In that circular provision is made not oirfy for the representation of 
“ minority communities but for Muhammadans also and I may mention 
in passing that the provision in respect of Muhammadans is 25 per 
cent. In this province in the superior provincial services the rteOlTO- 
tion is 46 per cent. I do not know whether the mover of this motion 
proposes to include the Muhammadan community in his recommenda- 
tion that this circular he put into force. Coming to his own community 
with which he is particularly concerned I find that the figure in 4he 
Government of India rule is 8J per cent., that is to say 1 in 12. But 
with regard to the provincial services in Bengal — I shall deal first with 
. the superior services — the rules provide that if no member of the 
minority communities and backward classes is successful in an open 
competition then the Governor in Council may nominate up to 1 in 10 
of the total number of vacancies, w'hich is, as a matter of fact, a better 
proportion than that provided in the circular on which the hon’hle mover 
relies. 

Then with regard to the ministerial servic'es he referred to a circular 
of 1931 which brought into force certain exj)erimental rules in two 
districts of Bengal; Ihere the reservation provided is 1 in 3 of the non- 
Muhamniadan vacanci<‘^. In thoM* districts the reservation for Muliam- 
madans is one-third and if the figure be worked out it will be found 
that the percentage of reservation in those selected districts is about 
22; the Hallett Circular provides for 8^ per cent. I know that these 
figures are only in force in two districts but Government have recently 
had under examination the results of that experiment. Enquiries have 
been made thi-oughout the province and tlie revision of the rules is 
under consideration. What may be llie ultimate decision of Govern- 
ment it is not for me to say but I think I can assure the mover of this 
motion that the figure wliich will be finally selected will afford ample 
opportunities for the members of his community to enter the public 
services. The mover however went further than the minority com- 
munities and luickward classes. He appeared to be iiiore concerned with 
his own community — the Hajbanshis. If I understood him aright he 
was speaking more particularly of the opportunities of members of his 
own community to get into the public services. Sow the backward 
classes and minority communities, according to the Scheduled Castes 
list, are 78 in number of which the hon^ble mover’s community is only 
one. He cannot expert that a special reservation will be made not only 
for minority communities as a group or as a class but that we shall go 
further and make the reservation for particular meml)erR of the sche- 
duled castes. I should like here to sound a note of warning and I would 
ask the hon’ble member to consider whether it ft really wise to press 
his claim for reservation so far and so persistently aajf now done. I 
find on going through the motions in the order paper before the House 
that a large number of motions has been put dowfi^ to^ press for an 



iite.] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 209 

^M^rease in resen^ation in dne direction or another. I must confess that ^ 
• r Jhave always felt some surprise at the patience and tolerance with 
wUoii the claims for particular communities have been listened to in 
|l^#kSt. I consider that where these reservations are made they can 
only be made at the expense of some other section of the community* 
Hitherto the peculiar position of the minority communities and back- 
wwd classes has called for tlie sympathy of other sections of the com- 
'®funity. It is just possible that too ^reat a strain may be placed on 
the sympathies of others and if these claims are pushed too far there 
may come a time when the whole basis of reservation will be challenjid 
and cnlled in question. I would, therefore, ask the hon'ble mover 
consider the wisdom of pressing the motion too far; and not to press it 
so far as to suggest that for the one particular community which he 
named there should be a particular reservation. 

As regards the general question, as I have already pointed out the 
rules of the Government of Bengal already go further than the rules 
which are commended for our aci eptance and if he will not think it out 
of place I would suggest that he should withdraw the resolution. I 
shall not embarrass him by suggesting that Government might accept 
it, but if he does not withdraw it speedily they may have time to change 
their mind altogether. 

BalHJ K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: With the permission of the 
House I beg to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then by leave of the Hou.ne withdrawn. 

Mr. P. BANERJIS I l>eg to move that the demand of Rs. 12,000 
tinder the head “22F, — K.\ecutive Gouncir’ be reduced b\ Bh. 100. 

Yesterday in reply to my question I had to show that most erroneous 
information was given and I must say that the Hon'ble Member has 
been let very badly down by his subordinates. I may just tell you 
that the challenge that the Hon'ble Member throws just now I am 
prepared to accept and I will prove to his satisfaction how be waa wrong. 

In reply to that question he said 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Why do you go back to that question? 

Mr. P. BANERtfl: Sridhar Jana was assaulted 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I must tell you that if you are in possession of 
certain facts ypu b^te;; make use of them without referring to any 
question or answer.' 

Mr. P. BANERJI: The Hon'ble Member said that mukteer Sridhar 
Samanta neither attended the ceremony nor was assaulted— 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you been able to catch the significance of 
what I said? I am not prepared to allow you to criticise any question 
or answer specifically, but for the purpose of your motion you can make 
use of any fact that may be in your possession, I give you a^lftte 
freedom there, 

Mr. P. BANERJI: The fact is that during the route march on the 
28th January Sridhar Samanta who was interned at his home was 
brought out of his home by the Subdivisional Officer. When an officer 
Itrst called at his house, Sridhar replied that he was under ban, but when 
'^^he Subdivisional Officer who had been near to his house sent for him, 
he came up to him and was persuaded to come to the place where the 
flag was being hoisted by the militaiy. As soon as he went there the 
Commandant became furious and at once kicked him. Sridhar then 
appe«iled to the military man and asked why he should kick him in that 
way. The officer replied that because he refused to salute the flag, he 
deserved that treatment. Sridhar said that because he was kicked, 
he must refuse to salute the flag. Sridhar added that almost all the 
congress workers were summoned in this way and asked to salute the 
flag for the jnirpose of humiliating them. I do not know any law by 
which every citizen could be compelled 

Th® Sir ROBERT REID: Could the hon’ble member let us 

know the authority of his statement? 

Mr. P. BANERill: I have the authority of the man who was kicked 
and I hold his own hand- writing in my hand. I know this gentleman 
personally and if the Hon’ble Member will care to see this, he will find 
in it altogether a different story from that given to him by his sub- 
ordinates, and I can substantiate every word of this gentleman in this 
House. This is not the only instance but many such statements were 
made in this House and it was not found possible fot the Hon’ble 
Member to make any'eu(iuiry into them, because this state of things 
often happens in the countryside. I do not know whether it is done 
under instructions from the (xovern merit or by the subordinate officers 
of their own accord. We are led to believe that it is not done by the 
subordinates of their own accord, because whenever we asked the 
Glovernment to make an enquiry, they refused to enquire into the matter. 
That proves that it is done with their connivance. Afterwards Sridhar 
was taken to four different soldiers and was kicked by all of them with 
the result that he bled profusely. He applied to the Subdivisional 
Officer for redress and then to the District Magistrate without any effect. 
Then he was taken to his house and no medical aid whatsoever was given 
him/and te add to his misery he was made to walk a distance of 12 
miles twice to go to the thana of Maina. I will now come to the case 
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• ol Kumar Chandra Jana of Basudebpnr. He was under ban on account 
of his activities against union boards. He was fasting as a protest 
against the oppression of the military on the villagers and it was on tJie 
9th day of his fast that he was asked to come to^he place where the 
was hoisted and many of his relationtr came and asked him to break 
his fast. The soldiers were trying to bring him out but when the 
Circle Officer intervened he was spared. I will now come to another 
insjance ' it is that of Kalipada Kay, who was also similarly treated. 
He was an old man. He was taken out of his house and made to walk 
a distance of 5 miles to attend the flag hoisting ceremony and whoiii»ha 
refused to salute the flag, he was' assaulted. I could mention several 
other instances of a similar nature, for instance that of Hash Hehnry 
Jana who was also similarly assaulted. The Ilon’hle Member said that 
this man also refused to salute the flag and that is why he was assaulted. 
(The Hon’iilf. Sir Robert Retd: I luver said that). Now, what is tho 
object of these military route marches? The real object is, by demon- 
strating the military strength, to strike terror into the hearts of the 
people so that they may not join in any p<»litical agitation. It has 
been given out by Government that these route marches are very much 
appreciated by the pe<»ple which is apparent from the entertainments 
given to the troops by the people. Let us examine how far these route 
marches are popular. You will he surprised to hear, Sir, how the pre- 
liminary arrangements for entertaining the troops are organised before 
the route marches a<‘tually take place. Tn some districts the Suhdi vi- 
sional Officer writes to the zemindar requesting him to let the Subdivi- 
sional Officer know the programme of the entertainments that the 
zemindar would he prepared to give to the troops when they visit his 
village. The zemimJar is also directed to fix the programme in con- 
sultation with such officers as the circle officer, the thana officer, the 
president-panchayat and so on. Similar letters are sent to talukdars and 
other prominent men. After all, these officers actually go to the 
villages and raise subscriptions not only in money hut also in kind, 
e./ 7 ., eggs, milk, rice, etc. So, it is practically a znlum that is made 
when the military are marching through the different districts of 
Bengal in these- days of economic crisis. The people are compelled to 
do these things, and if anybody refuses to do it, you can just imagine 
the fate of that man; he is subjected to assaults resulting in some cases 
to profuse bleeding. So out of fear they are bound to give their quota. 

If these route marches are not stopped, the result would l>e that these 
* innocent people would be exasperated and we do not know wbat the 
ultimate effect will be. Therefore, in all fairness and in the name of 
efficient administration it is expected that Government should not in 
this way terrorise and oppress the people in the countryside , in the 
name of law and order. An analogy might be drawn between the 
eeremonitft and our Kali puja. At the time of Kali puja When the 
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goats are taken away for sacrifice nobody would listen to their cries. 
Similarly nobody listens to the cries of these innocent persons when they 
are taken out of their house to attend to the flag hoisting ceremony. 
Last time when I ^ook up this question, I was in correspondence with 
the Chief Secretary who promised to enquire into the matter, but no 
enquiry, I am sorry to say, was made at all. This illustrates amply 
the feeling of the people in the countryside. Can it be imagined for a 
moment that the zeminda/rs of the villages and the poor villagers who 
cannotTiave regular meals on any day on account of the present economic 
depression have to bear this burden cheerfully and enjoy this tama^ha. 
May I enquire of the Hon’ble Member if these things will produce any 
good result? I do not think it will. You cannot exact loyalty from 
the people by terrorising them. I will give you another instance. In 
the house of Rabindra Nath Chandra, on the 25th January 

The Hon'ble Sir ROBERT REIDs On a point of order, Sir. 
Mr. llaiierji has got a question down about this man which will be 
answered this session. I suggest that he should wait till the answer 
is given. Won’t he wait till then? 

Mr. P, BANERJI: Sir, it is doubtful. As I have pointed out, we 
sometimes cannot get our grievances redressed — sometimes even we can- 
not get any reply to our questions. 

Tha Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: You will get a reply in due 
course. 

Mr. P, BANERJI: Well, as this question might not be reached at 
all, I have taken this opportunity of ventilating my grievances here 
and now. I hope the Hon’ble Member will take note of it and see 
whether this policy cannot be at once stopped. In many cases, as I 
have pointed out, the Hon^ble Member has been badly laid down by 
his subordinatas. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do I take it that you are not prepared to wait 
for the promised reply? 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Yes, I am not prepared to wait. 

I have got many such instances in my file (laughter) and I have 
got so many instances that it is not really possible to relate all the 
pathetic details. The Hon’ble Member might be laughing, and I find 
that some other members on the Treasury Benches are also laughing in 
the same strain. But if hon’ble members of this House will come with 
me to the countryside, they will find that it is their own people, includ- 
ing their women-|alk, that are subjected to such humiliation. I aay. 
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that it is a shame and a disgrace that some members of this House 
should be laughing while their people and women-folk are being sub- 
jected to such humiliation in the countryside. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. You cannot say that. They 
might be laughing at the way in which you are speaking. 

Mr. P. BANERill: I may not be the judge of that, Sir, but it is up 
to me to form my own opinion. I submit that I am not (astittg any 
reflexions on this House but on certain members of this House. But I 
may also say that when they make certain reflexions on me, you never 
come to my protection. I may repeat, however, that I am not casting 
any reflexions on the House as a whole. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. Do you mean to say that when 
you really needed protection, that protectiori was not givtui to you by 
the Chair.® Do you stick to that statement of yours? 

Mr. P. BANERJI: No, Sir But 1 am not going into further 
details. One such case is (|uite sufficient, and I have givmj so many 
instances. 

From Miduapore I shall now go to another district. I shall now 
take up the Farulpur district. In Faridpur, last year, during the 
winter, route rnarclies took ])luce in Dajitpur, Kendua, and Kotaliparn, 
and this year the route marches are going on in Kaitickpur, Datta- 
kendua, and also in Chhagao. These are all in the Madaripur subdivi- 
sion. You will find, Sir, that the route marches arc held in tliose dis- 
tricts and villages which are politically advanced. Jt may lie within 
the knowledge of many members of this House that recently a similar 
operation was made in one case where tlie curfew order existed. In one 
case, as it happened in Calcutta the other day, similarly, a boy was 
detained with medicine wlio went to buy it for a cholera case at his 
liouse. 

The Hofl'hle Sir ROBERT REID: On a ]K)iiit of order, Sir. Derhaps 
the bon’ble member is referring to .some malpractices on the part of the 
police? 

* Mr. P. BANERJI: The route march was faking place; the curfew 
order was there; and the Ixiy was detained the whole night with the 
luedicine. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: Detained by the police or by the troops? 

Mr. P. BANERJI: By the troops. 
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the Hon'Mv Sir ROBERT REID: I thougM that He waa referring 
to a eimilar case that happened in Calcutta rfome time ago-, and bo I beg 
youf pardon, Sir. 

Mr. P. BANERJI; The Hoti’ble Member can inquire, Sir, for Mm- 
self wheiher this information is right or wrong information. 

Now I shall bring in other instances. There is the well-known case 
of Kali Mohan Chakravarti, who also was similarly treated by the 
military. You can imagine how the villagers are treated wherever the 
military go. They certainly do not go to these villages to do any duty, 
because there is no fighting going on there. So, why are the military 
sent there? They are simply going there on a picnic. Therefore, 
these materials the to which I have already alluded must be found 
by the people, and our grievance is that the persons who make these 
arrangements — from the chowkidar and the president-panchayet right 
up to the circle ofhcer — by force take away these foodstuffs and also 
collect subscriptions. You do not know, Sir, how much money is thus 
collected and si)eni, but our information is that they collect a good 
deal of money and they also make money by torturing the innocent 
villagers. I am sure the Hon’ble Member knows nothing of these 
things. 

There is another thing. Sir. As I have already said these military 
detachments are sent by Government particularly to those villages 
which are politically advanced and Congress- workers there are brought 
forcibly before the flag and are made to salutt it. Our point is that 
these things musf be 8top}>ed at once, and if 1 were permitted to go into 
the details of things, I might say that during the Jlurge murder case 
an admission was made by a certain person appearing on behalf of the 
Government that the fact that the son-in-law of Kali Pada Ray of 
village Kuai in thana Keshabpur in the Sadar subdivision of Midna- 
pore, on arrival at the station, w'as made over to the military authorities 
and not to the police, and also the fact that Kali Babu himself, who 
is a local talufcdar of some importance, was also badly treated enraged 
the peo])le. A statement was made on behalf of Government that by 
reason of that incident the people of that locality got very much excited, 
and, therefore, that led to the murder of Mr. Burge. 

The Hon’blo Sir ROBERT REID: May I ask what Mr. Banerji’s 
authority is for saying that Government made a statement? I do not 
know of any statement having been thus made to that effect. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, the Hon’ble Member has misunderstood the 
whole thing. My point is that a witness said such a thing on behalf 
of Government. You inquire and you will find that it was that incident 
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which Ie3 to the 'imirder of Mr. Burjfe. From past teperience of the 
Vty in which oppression is (xymmitted in the countryside — my esteemed 
friend Mr. J, N. Basu knows someUiing of this ns he wtfs with us whan 
we paid a visit to Midnapore — in connection with our enquiry, I can 
say that such action on the part of the police instead of doing any good 
to the country will disturb peace and traiKpiility, and the results will 
he disastrous, which w’e shudder to think of. Therefore, I would 
request the Hon'ble Meml)er that he should himself move in the matter 
instead of depending on the rejmrts of the men on the spot. I am 
informed that the Chief Secretary himself made some inquiry into some 
matters in Khulna with good results. The Chief Secretary had similarly 
taken action in the case of Bahu Amarendra ^lath Cliatterji in spite of 
the order of Mr. Griffiths, tliat Mr. (Iiatterji should not he arrested 
and a certain officer was sent fn)m ('alcutta to rountermand the order of 
the District Magistrate. So, I suggest that similar steps from head- 
quarters sliould b<* taken so that these things may not recur. Of course, 
my information about these things is from the prociediugs of the 
Legislative Assembly. It is in this way that Government should move 
in these matters, and not <te])cnd upon the men on the spot but find out 
things for tln'inselves Ihey will then find that tilings will 1*11 a 
'lifferent tale from what their snluirdinates tell. With these words. 
Sir, I move my motion. ^ 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, T must confiss tliat not 
having any knowledge, eitlier personal or a(‘(|nii(‘d, of these route 
marches, I was not prepared for tlie harrowing tale tliat has been' 

unfolded by Mr. P. Banerji and which has lieen trenteil w'ith ribald 

laughter from certain parts of the House. It may he that tlie gentle- 
men who took it upon themselves to smile and laugh at tin instances 
given by Mr. Banerji thought that they were beneath contempt liecanse 
their own persons were not touched. I .submit, Sir, that it is not casting 
any reflexion on the House hut casting a reflexion on the menSility of 
the people who are disgracing thi.s House by such laughter, if I refer 
to the matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. One word, Mr. Basu. Would 
you ask yourself whether such a large numljer of members could laugh 
because they had no respect for the jieople who are alleged to have 
suffered, or was the merriment ftaused by something else for which 

Mr. Banerji was solely responsible? I think you should not fonn a 

hasty judgment. 

(Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: I am very sorry. Sir, you are 
very much more charitable than I am, but I do confess that after you 
had said so for the first time I was inclined to hold that that might be 
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ih€ reason, but when this laughter was repeated even alter you took the 
opportunity to ask Mr. Banerji to consider the position and you gave . 
the cue to those members for the right sort of treatment to be meted 
out in this matter, when it was repeated even after that, I must say 
that it took my breath away. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid you are mistaken. The second 
instalment of laughter came when Mr. Banerji boasted, “I have many 
instances in my file’' (laughter). 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: However, Sir, I shall not 
trouble with this matter any further. But I do say that the statements 
made by Mr. Banerji — statements for which he makes himself 
responsible and which he says he makes on the authority of statements 
made by the alleged victims — the statements disclose a state of things 
which does require a strict examination and a swift remedy, if possible. 
As I have said already, I have no personal knowledge of this matter. 
But from all that one sees in the newspapers one does know that Midna- 
pore, for some time, has not been a normal Bengal district. It is not 
for me to apportion praise or blame in these matters, but I do say that 
there is a good deal of truth in wha,t Mr. Banerji has said, viz., that if 
you have things like that, reprisals are lx)und to follow. I^et me now 
refer to a matter which is within my own knowledge and which happened 
more years ago than many in this House will remember. I refer to the 
first bomb case in this country — the case of Khudiram. at Muzaffarpur. 

I defended that man in the High Court here. And T can tell you, Sir, 
that the reason for tlie first bomb case was the flogging of tliree school- 
lx)ys by a Chief I^residency Magistrate called Kingsford. Sir, the first 
murder by Iwmb was committed for an ordinary flogging of three 
school-boys. The young men of that time were all under the impression 
that that was a cruel punishment to give to these .school-boys, and the 
reprisah-»^terrible, and “diabolical” you may call it — took the form of 
throwing a lx)mb, which was meant for Mr. Kingsford but w^hich 
unfortunately hit two ladies and killed them. Then, Sir, there is that 

question of supplying the 

Again, Sir, I may tell the House and the Hon’ble Members on the 
Treasury Benches if they do not know, pf sonu thing out of my own per- 
sonal knowledge. Twenty-six years ago, when Tx)rd Morley was Secre- 
tary of State for India, I had the honour of being asked to give him some 
notes about the police administration in Bengal. One thing I said in 
this connexion was: If you send out a superior police officer to the 
district and ask a 30 -rupees sub-inspector to find his ration for urhich 
he is paid neither in full nor in part, how can you expect a sub-inspector 
of police to be h<»ne.st? That took the Secretary of State by surprise. 
I bad it from Sir Lawrence Jenkins, the then Chief Justice of the 
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Calcutta High Court, that he had enquiries made, and he found that 
.that was not absolutely untrue ! I do not mean to say that so far as the 
Inspector-General of Police or the Deputy Inspector-General is con- 
cerned, their rations were not king paid for by them, but that is the 
state of things that goes on in the country just under the nose of these 
European oflScers without of (^ourse their knowing al>out it and without 
their being able to know about it. That is the sort of thing that gpes 
on in the country and that exasperates the people. I submit that the 
stories that have been narrated by Mr. Banerji do smack of a sort of 
revenge on the people of Midnapore for taking to the Civil Disobedience 
movement or for protesting against the establishment of union boards 
there. As Mr. Banerji bus jwinted out, how is it that these route 
marches are made necessary season after season in one particular 
district or in one particular part of a district. We have liad enough of 
official reticence in Midnapore; we have bad enough of banning of 
visits of prominent public men lik<. Mr. J. N. liasu or Mr. Amarendra 
Nath Chatterji to Midnapore to find out for themselves the true state 
of things there. This state (»f hide and hush hush policy has got to 
cease, and I submit that if things are not in Midnapore what they are 
allowed to a[)pear to be it is a shame and disgrace to Government. As 
regards the ( harge of Mr. Banerji that the members of tlie Treasury 
Benches are some times made to give replies which are not absolutely 
correct, and that the members of the Treasury Benches arc not certainly 
always faithfully .serv(‘d by the officers on whom they rely for such 
information, I can persoiiiUly vouch for it myself and Sir Robert Reid 
knows it himself. I submit that the matter of route marches is one 
that calls for an eiujuiry and I hope Government will not shelve it. 

Mautvi ABUL KA8EM: At the very outset I want to say that 1 
rise to op}K)se Mr. Banerji 's motion, and I shall begin by saying that 
I heard with interest his el()(|uent, may 1 say, vehement, s|)C'ech in this 
connection. When 1 read it in the pnnted lKK>k, I thought he was 
going to protest against military route marches, and that I would hear 
something about the disadvantages of route marches. But the main 
complaint that was put forward hy Mr. Banerji was to the effect that 
people were made or com|M'lle<l by show of arms or by threats to salute 
the Union Jack. In this connection, I should like to say that there 
are many i)eople in the world — inillions — who do not salute the Union 
Jack, but those who claim to he in the British Empire must do s;). To 
refuse to do it, even when asked to, is a direct insult to the Grown 
which rules over the whole of the British Empire. In that case, we inay 
also comjAain, when the National Anthem is played, why should people 
be made to stand up and show respect to ity It i.s not a resiiect shown 
to a particular individual but to the British Empire itself. Everyone 
has a right to do so. But it cannot be said that those who refuse to 
salute the Union Jack and those who refuse to show res|)ect to the 
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Kational Anthem may still be protected by the British Empire. My 
friend Mr. Banerji and others of his way of thinking have every right 
to declare independence of India, and to say that they owe no allegience 
to the British Government or to the British Crown. He would be per- 
fectly justified in doing whatever he likes, and the Treasury Bench, the 
Viceroy, and the Governor of Bengal would also be perfectly justified 
in meeting their open enemy. But to say that we are within the 
Empire, but we will not follow the ordinary etiquette and the ordinary 
rules of the British Empire, will not do. Then, Sir, much has been 
made of the harrowing talfes of sufferings of people who have been 
interned. I do not know the secret of the Treasury Bench, and I have 
never been in touch with Government, but I say that ]ieople go out to 
rural areas and instigate their fellow men to do things by which dis- 
orderliness and lawlessness are created in the jK>or countryside. It is 
very good for iK)litical demagogues to go about from village to village 
and preach things about which they know nothing. Mr. Narendra 
Kumar Basu has said that there are some members who are a disgrace 
to the House. I have Wn a disgrace to this House for nearly a (fuarter 
of a century, and Mr. Basu has only come here by a fluke, because 
other j)eople left the field oj^en. I admit however that 1 am a disgrace 
to the House accojding to his calculation. We laughed at Mr. Baner- 
ji’s s|)eech on acaiount of its vehemence and on account of the enthu- 
siasm shown in tlie matter. I objecd to it not on its merits but on 
other grounds. We are here as re8|)onsible men and in discussing the 
“General Administration” Budget we have to find out remedies for 
many evils to which ‘‘Gemeral Administration” is subje>t:t. 1 might 
say that “General Administration” has got in it as many loop-holes as 
a bet -hive, but the juoikm' thing is to catch hold of these IxM^-hives, to 
protest against them, and to try to remedy them, if possible. But 
instead of doing that, a trivial matter like route marches takes a good 
slice, if 1 may say so, of the time allotted to us for discussion on 
“General Administration.” It has Iwen asked, what is the object of 
these route marches — is it not done to terrorise the people ? I admit 
that a display of military forces and arms is done more or less with the 
idea of creating terror in the locality through which the route marches 
take place. Mr. Banerji has said that this is done in places which are 

politically advanced (A voice: In order to oppress the i>eopIe). I 

understand that these route marches were made in the district of Mid- 

napore and in some jxirts of Faridpur (A voice: in other places 

also). It may have been done in other places as well, but the question 
is what is the situation in Midnajwre. Three District Magistrates, one 
after the other, have been shot at, and killed. Even now it will be h 
news to my friend to hear that although the post of Government 
Pleader or the Public Prosecutor — I do not know what it exactly is — 
is Vacant and has been advertised for, not a single candidate ha.s applied 
for it. So far as I know, Sir, there is none in Buidwan to ajyply for it. 
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Mr. NlftEflDRA KUMAR BASU: You may be cowardly but 
Sordwan is not so. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: I may be a coward, but the situation in 
Midnapore is simply intolerable. But when Government take any 
drastic step there, we demand justice, fair-play and open-mindedness. 
Then, Sir, a point has been raise<l that if these things continue, there 
will be retaliation. I submit for the consideration of the House in a 
calm and quiet spirit that whatever is done, either military route 
marches or other things, is done in retaliation of what has been 
done by the politically advanced j^eople to terrorise Goveniment. You 
cannot live |)eacefiilly in a country, when you Yvant to terrorise the 
Goveniment, and at the same time ci*y halt when the Government 
retaliates Then, there is another matter to which I should lik^ to 
refer. As a result of these murders, declarations and things like that, 
we are not only subjected to humiliation hut to abject i>overty. IxKik 
at the cost tliat the Govern nieiit of Bengal has to meet not only for the 
suppression of terrorist crimes but also for other anti-Government 
activities. To meet such cx)sts we have lK*en overb\irdened with 
taxation. I know, Sir, that whenever an act of terrorism is per- 
j-etrated, everybody rises up and says, “I <*ondemn it,’' but no one 
cares to go to the root of it. I say with a full sense of responsi- 
bility that (ui account of the misdirect-ed criminal activities, of these 
jieople, we, the i^eople of Bengal, e8i)ecially of rural areas, have been 
subjected to all sorts of miseries on account of the heavy exiHUuliture 
that Government have to incur. Every Government official, be he a 
District Magistrate, a Sessicms Judge, a Su{>erintendent of Police or 
even a Subdivisional Officer, has been given half a dozen soldiers or 
jxdicemen, and our bankruj)t GovernnuMit has been saddled with this 
unnecessary expenditure. Sir, these route marches have nothing to do 
with individual casw, and individual ofl’emes, and ray suggestion to 
Mr. Banerji is that if it is found that a military officer is guilty of gross 
misconduct, the proper course is to apply to military authorities, and 
everyone knows how strict military di.scipline and orders are. They 
are not officers who jxiss orders on the notes in files, and on the infor- 
mation supplied, by their subordinates 

(After Adjournment.) 

Bflbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: But for the second part of 
Mr. P. Banerji ’s speech, I should not have felt called upon to speak at 
all. So far as the first part of his speech is concerned from my point 
of view it is all right. Mr. Banerji has dealt with specific cases and 
he has supported them with detailed and circumstantial evidence. 
Some of his allegations are so serious that the Hon'ble Member ought 
not to be satisfied with the Tnamuli reply supplied by his sul)ordinate8. 
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He ought to have a direct investigation into the incidents either per- 
sonally or by responsible officers not trusting entirely to the man on the ^ 
spot. One of the cases especially, that of Mr. Sridhar Jana, requires 
particular investigation. Mr. Jana is known to many of us. He is a 
inan of respectability and worth and we on this side of the House are 
not prepared to discard the testimony of this man in an off-hand manner. 
The charges that he brings cannot be altogether unfounded; and these 
charges, if believed in, constitute a serious indictment of the local 
authorities and a section of the military. I say, therefore, that these 
charges do merit serious investigation and should not be brushed away 
as rhetorical exul)erance of my friend, Mr. P. Banerji. 

But I do not agree with Mr. Banerji when he goes out of his way 
to say that these route marches are meant ior terrorising the people of 
the country, that they all intended to extort things from the people 
and to intimidate tlie countryside. I think it is a gross exaggeration 
to say tliat they are carried out^ for the purpose of terrorising the 
people; I can give an emphatic “No” to that charge. Whether 
Mr. Banerji ’h information is first-hand or not, I do not know. In any 
case, liis experience seems to have been an unfortunate one. But my 
experience is absolutely first-hand and has been entirely different. 

Mr. Abul Kasem was mistaken in saying that these route marches 
are carried out only in districts which are inditically objectionable. 
Last year there were route marches in Nadia which is not considered 
to be particularly objectionable in spite of the fact that Mr. Narendra 
Kumar. Basu comes from there. Koute marches have also been csirried 
out in the Birbhum district which is considered to be an inoffensive 
district. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: I have received excellent 
reports from Nadia also. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I am glad that 
Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu joins his testimony to mine. So far as thet 
Birbhum district is concerned, there was absolutely no case of terror, 
torture or zulum ; the military produced the best impression as jwssible. 
Officers and men, all of them, univers4illy have made friends and they 
went out of their way for the purpose of making themselves agreeable. 
Whatever things they purchased were always paid for on the nail — 
not extravagantly perhaps but certainly on a generous scale so much so 
that the people had reason to congratulate themselves on the presence of 
the military, even from a commercial point of view. 

On the abstract question of flag-hoisting and the necessity of salut- 
ing the Union Jack, I differ from Mr. Abul Kasem. The Union Jack 
is the flag of the British Empire. As such it merits and will always get. 
our respect. But at the same time I am constrained to add that the 
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Union Jack is certainly not the flag of the Indian people, ii is quite 
'conceivable that there are people whose self-respect may be hurt by 
being forced to salute the British flag. Where there is conscientious 
objection on that score, I do not find any reason why people should be 
compelled to salute the flag. In fact that is a wrong way of dealing 
with the business. There are hundreds, thousands of people who are 
ready, willing and eager to salute the flag, and Government ought to 
be satisfied with this large liody of voluntary homage. In fact, I am 
told, that Government are satisfied with it. Yesterday Sir Robert Reid 
assured, us that there is no element of compulsion in the matter and 
I am sure in practi(‘e there was no element of (‘ompulsion in tlie matter. 
Leave these things to the voluntary homage of the people, and tliat 
voluntary homage will abundantly come forward for the purpose of 
saluting the flag and showing reverence to the King under whom we 
all live. 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: Two things w'hi( h strike me about 
Mr. Banerji, rather his general attitude* 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Make a distinction, there are 
two Banerjis. 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBER|T REID: Two things as 1 said rather 
* struck me about Mr. P. Banerji’s ai>eech, one was that none of the 
members for this terrorised and harassed district of Midnapore, none of 
the members in this House who represent this district have told us 
what their exi^eriente was in this res{)ect. None of them have come 
forward to represent the grievances of Midnapore as regards these route 
marches. One of them is not present in this House — the meiiiber fr(»m 
South Rural 

Mr. P. BANERJI: They are afraid of their houses being broken 
to pieces^ One of the members is under Iran already. 

• A 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: Mr. Banerji has given an expla- 
nation but the fact remains and it seems to me to l)e an astonishing 
^act that it is left to Mr. P. Banerji who represents Diamond Harbour 
where not a single march has been carried out to come forward and 
voice these alleged grievance.s. And the second fwint that struck me 
was that if Mr. Banerji had the information at his di.sposal which he 
has handed out to us to-day with considerable vehemence why did he 
ask this question the other day. Pei hups it w'as to give him this oppor- 
tunity of speaking 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I asked the.se questions and evasive answers 
were given. 
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The Hon’bie Sir ROBERT REID: Perhaps it was to give him an 
opportuiiity of telling the House that he considered my answers to be 
false. He said he had a piiper in his hand which gave his friend’s side 
of the picture. He showed us that document which he told us that was 
written by a man who had the first-hand knowledge of it and whose 
hand as he wrote it was being held by Mr. Banerji. I also can say 
that I have a document which I can place before the House but I did 
not hold the hand of Mr. Carter when he wrote it and it gives a veision 
different from that of Mr. Banerji.. I have complete faith both in 
Mr. (’arter’s veracity and in his judgment. I can only say that ! am 
completely satisfied that the man on the spot does know what he is 
talking alnnit and that he has told us the truth. Mr. Banerji wanted 
us tc repudiate the man on the sjK)t and not to accept his words. I sup^ 
pose he ex'ixicts the House to accept Mr. Banerji's words and everything 
he said. Personally I don’t. 

We liave a very valuable and ve^ gratifying account from Mr. J. L. 
Bannerjee of his €‘X[)erience of route marches, of the excellent Whaviour 
of the troojis and I am quite certain and 1 hope this House wull agree 
with me that in general that fully and accurately described the way in 
which the troops have behaved in Bengal. We have had an increased 
ganison in Bengal since the autumn of 1932 and during that period 
there have been extraordinarily few establishe<l cases of indiscipline on 
their part. I can only recall two at the present moment and they were 
adequately dealt with and their own officers did not attempt to screen 
the men concerned. As legards the so-called flag saluting ceremonies, 
as I have said before, Government have no intention of compelling any- 
one to salute the flag if he does not want to. These route marches 
are carried out in the normal course of winter training. If the troops 
are going to any thana or village, information is sent beforehand and 
projiiiner.t persons are invited to attend. They need not attend if they * 
do not want to, and I deny that anybody is or has been pulled out of 
his house and taken to the jmrade and made to salute the flag. Much 
has been made of the particular incident with regard to whicH I answj^- 
ed a question a few days ago. I explained in my answer and nu^de it 
perfectly clear that a certain individual acted in such a manner as to 
show he was being deliberately disrespectful to the flag. No soldier., 
will stand that sort of thing, and consequently, as I freely admitted it, 
my reply, the person in question was made to do what he should have 
done. But I maintain that whatever trouble he got into he asked for 
himself. I find it difficult to reply, in fact it is impossible to reply, to 
any detail of the stream of wild accusations that Mr. Banerji made 
to-day with regard to the conduct of the'militar3\ It is a travesty of 
facts to say that the troops are used to terrorise the people in tbe 
countryside. That is pure nonsense. We have had it to-day froin 
Mr. J. L. Bannerjee that they behave extremely well and that is the 
i*eport we have from njimerous other districts through which they have 
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niarched. As for the accusation that the popnlace are compelled to 
contribute for their rasati, to give it for i^othing, that also I repudiate. 
3ilr. N. K. Basu drew on his exi»erience of 26 years ago to support his 
belief that wherever the troops go the inhabitants are made to provide 
them with food and lodging and other supplies for nothing. (Mr. N. K. 
Basu: I did not say that. 1 said they might W true.) Well, I accept 
Mr. N. K. Basu’s statement. I have information here with which I 
am satisfied, but Mr. Banerji will not be satisfied with it, that every- 
thing is iRiid for; and this is the point on which Mr. J. Ty. Banner [ee 
supi)orts me. If the local inhabitants of their own free will or«^anise a 
tea party or the like, why should not they pay for itJ' That lias been 
done on many occasions and done quite voluntarily. I would beg the 
House to maintain its balance of judgment in the face of allegations 
whic'Ti Mr. P. Banerji made to-day — one-sided allegations supported by 
what he says is uninifH'achable evidence but what I say is not evidence 
at all. He even dragged in the statement of some unnamed witness in 
the Burge murder case ! Can any rtsisonable person be exjTecied to 
accept allegations that are based on that sort of statement!^ Ho 
diagged in again some allegation about the arrest of Amarendra Nath 
Chattarji which he alleged was ordered by the District Magistrate and 
in regard to which ht‘ also allegcnl that Government had to send from 
here a six*cial messenger to stop it. That is untnie. That is the sort 
of thing on which Mr. Banerji asks this House to believe his statement. 
If 1 w’ere satisfied that there were real grounds for enquiring into his 
•illegations, 1 would do so, but 1 have already 8atisfie<l myself on the 
evidence of res|)onsible officers — the officers on the s|M)t are resiyonsible 
officers — that the -answers which 1 gave on a previous occasion in 
answer to a question are correct, and if those answers are to Im* accept- 
ed us correct-»-and I do accejit them as correct — there is no ground for 
a further emiuiry. I wish to repudiate once more these gross mis- 
statementf as to the conduct of the troops. The Army were good 
enough to send extra troops to Bengal in 1932 when we sorely needed 
the extra help and force that we required. Tlioy gladly send these 
wttra men and we ought to be grateful to them that we got them instead 
of making allegations against their behaviour on the flimsiest possible 
grounds. I beg, Sir, to oppose the motion. 

, The motion was then put and lost. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I beg to move that the demand o£< 
Rs. G4,t)00 under the bead **22G — Ministers — Pay of Minister for Local 
Self-Government'' he reduced by Rs. 190. 

Mr. President, Sir, 1 hope that by this debate I shall be able to 
provide Jthe Council and the Government with some matters which they 
will not consider to be hardy annuals and unworthy of their notice. 
By this motion I intend to raise a discussion on the conditions prevail- 
ing in the Calcutta Corporation, particularly in the matter of Moslem 
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appointment.s. Let us visualise the city of Calcutta as it is legally 
In 1923 an Act was passed making it an autonomous body. Unde: 
the Act Government appropriated to itself no power of supervision oi 
of interference worth the name. We expected that the city being tht 
second city in the British Empire in point of population, the affairs oi 
the city would be conducted in a manner befittin.g its importance. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: Are you prej)ared to move also the other 
motions that stand in your name under this head? 

Mh H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am prepared to move the iMxt 
motion along with the ])resent one, but I am not prepared to move 
the other one which I should like to do on a subsequent occasion. 

So, I also move that the demand of Ils. 64,000 under the head “22 (t 
—M inisters — Pay of Minister for liocal Self-Government” be reduced 
by Us. 100 (appointment of a Committee to encpiire into the affairs 
of the Calcutta Corporation). 

Unfortunately the results have falsified our hoj)es. The amount 
of corres[)ondence that has a])iK‘ared recently in the papers regarding 
the administration of the Calcutta Cor}H)ration makes it clear that 
there is a large volume of opinion that is against the j)Tesent adminis- 
tration. I shall try and take just a few of those items which struck 
us as being of sufficient imjK)rtatice for discussion. The expenses of 
the administration are increasing daily. The income of the Corpora- 
tion is about 4 crores a year — nearly one-third of the income of the 
whole of Bengal. The admini.stration is tojKheavy and the Ck)rpora- 
tion is hard iwt to balance its budget or to have a stUficient reserv’e 
for the purpose of raising those necessary loiins which every city has 
to raise for works of general utility. In spite of this or Tather on 
account of this in order to meet its exi)enditure the annual valuation 
is increasing. We know that there are houses that are lying vaduit, 
rents have gone down considerably and yet whenever there is ^ revision 
in the valution, the taxes are doubled automatically. The unfortunate 
tax-payers have then to dance attendance on the Ist Deputy Executive 
Officer and after some time they get a hearing. They may succeed 
to get some sort of reduction, but that reduction is extremely unsatis- 
factory from their ix>int of view. They have .got a remedy, if they 
go to the Small Causes Court, but that remedy is scarcely sought, 
and every one know's that one hardly gets any remedy there. Although 
we are not getting our rents, although those who desire to sell their 
properties feel that evtry day the valuation is decreasing, still for the 
purpose of taxation the Calcutta Corporation puts on a valuation 
entirely unjustified by ecmditions. Another point which I wish to 
make with regard to our drinking water. Several years ago a 
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seheme which was known as the Bateman-Moore scheme was launched 
^ upon and I believe i^early 4 crores of rupees were spent on that scheme. 
Two very eminent engineers came out and put forward the scheme. 

(At this stage the President left the chamber and the Chair was 
taken by the Deputy President.) ' 

The engines at the Palta intake were enlarged; the settling tailk'- 
was enlarged and is now traii'^formed iut(‘ a wonderful lake; the filter 
beds have been increaseil ; the engine to piim}) water from Palta to 
Tala has also been increased. At Tala there is a magnificent overhead 
tank for sending water to Calcutta, and I believe five new water pii)es 
were laid to send water down straight from I'alta to the various parts 
of the city. But the result is that we are getting far less water timn 
we were getting before this innovation was launched, and st^aking 
from pei'sonal experience, while, fonnerly, I could get water at the 
taps between the hours of 5 and 10 in the morning, I cannot now get 
it except between the liours of o and 5-45 in the morning. This is 
the result, Sir, of the four crores of ruix*cs that have been sixmt on 
the supply of drinking-w^ater in (^ilcutta. 1 really do not know what 
it is due to. It is iM)ssible that the key may be found in the repre- 
sentation that w'as made by the employees at the Palta water-works 
to the Calcutta Corporation, when they suggested that, owing to cor- 
ruption among the low’er staff and bril)erv umon,g the contractors, the 
work w'as not being properly done. It is ix)ssil)le that its solution 
may l)o found in the contracts that have been let out to persons who 
have laid down the pipes so Imdly that proi)er pressure is not being 
maintained. Only a short tune ago, there was a scare in Calcutta 
regarding the iHdIution of di inking-w'ater. The matt(*r w’as discussed 
threadbare and committees were apjMunted to consider it. We got 
reix)rts of various kinds and of doubtful value. We really do not 
know whether w’ater is so jx>Iluted that 41ovcrnment should take action 
in respect of it or not, but wliat we do know' is that a large number 
of water-drinkers suffer from various tlis<*ases owing to the pollution 
qI water if they drink it without boiling. 

Then, Sir, another jwsl, viz., the mosquito has l)een increasing in 
Calcutta — lK)th in size as well as in niiinher. Where do they come 
from? Do they come from the Bidyadhari, or from the Mnyna khal, 
or from the various tanneries out.side ('alcutta near No. 4 bridge? It 
is said that the tanneries are responsible for tin* increase of mosquitos; 
if they are, why is it that the Corporation is unable to take any action 
whatever in respect of them? There is also a recurring scare in 
Calcutta, from tirn^e to time, relating to the scavengers. They threaten 
strikes every moment. The union represented that they were not 
being paid in time. A committee was appointed to deal widi this 
matter, and I believe their dues were paid up; but their housing ind 
living arnmgernents are so wretched that any employer should be 
15 
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Bsb&taed of Kouaing them in such a fashion. Obvioualy,' if the Cor- 
poration employs labourers in such nmnhera, it is its duty to step in^ 
and look after their welfare. Here, on one side there is no increase 
of pay for these scavengers, and there are no facilities whatsoever 
in order to make their lives a little more bearable, while on the other 
side we were astounded to see the other day that the Corporation actually ' 
decided that the pay of its superior officers should be increased. This 
shows, Sir, an absolute want of responsibility in the members of the 
Corporation which requires a thorough investigation. 


The Oovernment auditor’s report — and I am quoting from the 
Bengal Administration Report — reveals that, annually, the.^ arrears of 
taxation are increasing; also that licences are not collected properly 
by the Licence Department. I am told that this is a normal feature 
with all the autonomous bodies in Bengal. If it is so, it is most 
regrettable; but that it should be so in Calcutta is far more regret- 
table where we expect a better sense of responsibility and civics than 
due would expect to find in the mufassal. We find from the same 
repoH. that the audit report for 19v9-d0 has not yet been disi)osed 
of, and that no consideration has been paid to the subsequent audit 
reports. Apparently, the Oorpc)ration can afford to defy even Gov- 
ernment audit reports, because it knows that there is no power in 
Government to supervise its work. Surely, the time has come when 
Government should introduce a Bill by which it will secure to itself 
sufficient iH)wers to look more closely info the aflministration of the 
Corporation, interfere, if necessary, with the apfH)intment of com- 
mittees, and inquire, if necessary, into its affairs, and even supersede 
it, if necessary, if members td the Corjmration are unable to cultivate 
that sense of responsibility which, it is expected, they should cultivate. 


Then, take the case of huaieeff. which affect us to a very large 
extent, I am now si)eakin,g, Sir, if I may, as a Muslim representative 
of Calcutta, We find that the husfees are in such a terribly insanitary 
condition that hardly anything is done to improve them. When it 
rains, water collects in them, as I su])pose it does in other parts of 
Calcutta also. But it enters into their houses, and if thereafter we find 
the people a prey to many epidemics such as cholera, small-pox, or 
Other diseases, is it to be wondered at all? Surely, we can hold Ihe 
C6>poiation responsible for the deaths of these unfortunate people. 

Before I come to the question of communal appointments which 
T desire to raise by this debate, I would like to say one word regarding 
the filling of posts in general. The posts in the Calcutta Corporation 
are. divided into two grades; one grade is at the disposal of the Chief 
Executive Officer and the other is at the disposal of a Service® Com- 
iniitee. The life of the poor Chief Executive Officer who has to 
appoint to the smaller posts is rendered miserable by the pestering 
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of the 96 Councillors at whose beck and call he is supposed to act. 
And what you find is that for months^ as long as the pressure remains 
on him, the posts ai-e not filled ; when the pressure relaxes and the 
Chief Executive Officer finds breathing space for some time, then the 
posts are filled. It hardly does any credit to the sense of respon- 
sibility of the Councillors of the Calcutta ('oi*j>oration to alloif^ 
themselves to interfere in this important matter which is at the dis- 
«reti(Hi of their Chief Executive Officer. The result of such interferenot 
is that persons are {^pointed who are absolutely unworthy of the posts 
they occupy. 

[At this stage the Hon’ble President vacated the Chair, which was 
taken by Mr. Deputy President.] 

Sir, the matter of Muslim aj)pt)intments has a history. When the 
Corporation was not an autonomous lx>dy, viz., wlu*n it was adminis- 
tered by the members of the Indian Civil Service, no attention was 
paid whatsoever to Muhammadan appointments; obviously because i| 
was outside the jxde of public opinion. As a matter of fact, when 
attempts w’cre uiiule to re(jiiesi these officers io aj>]M)int more Muham- 
madans, the invariable answer given was that they did not desire to 
dislocate the work of the (/orporatioii by appointing more Muham- 
madans, l)ecause as soon as a Muhammadan was ap{H>inted in the 
Corporation, there was immediately a clique formed against him from 
among the Hindus, and the work was dislocated. After the intro- 
ductiou of the present Act and the capture of the (?or}H)ration by 
the Swarajists or by the t^mgress Party, led by no less a figure than 
the late Ih'shbandhii ('hittaranjan Das, to whose memory we all pay 
our tribute of respect, a |)oIicv w^as laid down for a greater parti- 
cipation by the Muslims in the services of the (V>rj>onHion, and a 
number of appointments w}is given to the Muhammadans. For some 
time, this policy was maintained; but later on, particularly since the 
introduction of joint electorate, viz., since the last three years, there 
has been such a definite set-ba^'k in this regard that, practically it is 
impossible now for Muhammadans tci get apjH>intments in the Cor- 
poration. Sir, figures were asked for and figures were given, but 
these figures were all fallacious. In the first place, in order to show 
the disparity, the apiK»intments given to Muhammadans in the Primary 
Education Department, which did not exist l)efore 192d, were add#d 
on i» tho.se figures to show that there had been a larger number of 
Muhammadan appointments. Sectmdly, all the temporary appoint- 
ments and appointments in the temporary de|wirtments, like the Election 
Department, were also added on to make up faked figures, showing 
that there was a large number of Muhammadans in the service of the 
Corporatipn. Actually, however, the appointments have no| been io 
numerous as the figures would show. For some time, there has been 
pressure put on the Corporation by the Muslim Councillors that more 
appointments should be given to Muhammadans. Committees were 
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Uppointed to consider this question, and I can give you the story of 
one committee, which is this, that within three years it could sit 
only once! Matters, however, came to a head recently, when all the 
Muslim members of the Corporation combined together to table a reso- 
lution to the effect that appointments should be on the basis of 
papulation and they also made certain recommendations with regard 
to promotion. Knowing full well that the Muslim voice in the Cor- 
poration is, necessarily, feeble and will be borne down by the majority 
of the Hindu Councillors, they accepted a committee to look into 
this matter in the hope that by this committee the matter 
•would not be slielved, at any rate, that true facts and figures 
would l)e obtained. This was done at an informal conference. 
When the matter came up for discussion, as all of us well know, the 
whole resolution was ridiculed out of the Corporation, and attempts 
were made to appoint committees with the sole object of makihg them 
infructiious. The Muslim members had no other alternative after the 
insult which they suffered on that day but to resign their seats. The 
Muslim public in Calcutta supported them in tlieir (X)nduct, and 
meetings w^ere held, very largely attended by the Muslim citizens of 
Calcutta, in which resolutions were passed to the effect that they would 
have nothing whatsover to do with the foHhcoming elections unless 
this matter was remedied. In the mean time, as we were most anxious 
that the matter should l)e settled and that a better feeling should 
prevail between the people in Calcutta — Muslims and Hindus — we met 
together on several oc(‘asion8 for the puri)ose of drafting a resolution 
whi(d» might be a(‘ceptable to l>oth the communities. Several meetings 
were held and several resolutions were put forward from time to time, 
but, untortunately, although the Muhammadans accepted them, they 
were turned down on the Hindu side. Ultimately, a resolution, which 
did not carry matters any further at all, but which stated that Muham- 
madans would get their due share in the Corporation, was tabled before 
the Corporation for the 24th February last. All of us know, Sir, how 
that resolution was treated. The Hindu Councillors of the Calcutta 
Corporation remained in their club, but refused to hold the meeting, 
and the meeting failed for want of a quorum. The attitude which 
they took uj) w'as that they did not desire to come to any terms at all 
with the Muslims and that they had no desire to pass a resolution 
such as that, because, in their opinion, it was really not necessary, 
as the Muslims would have to come back on their terms and there was 
no reason whatsover for doing any justice to them. After this gross 
insult the Muslims had no other alternative but to decide that they 
would have nothing whatsoever to do with the elections, and to see that 
the elections ware not contested. On the 25th, most of the sitting 
Councillors kept out of the Corporation. Some of them seeing that 
others ooming from the mufiuudf others who had no sU^e whatsoever 
in Calcutta, others who had no homes even of their own, were filing 
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nomination papers filed their own papers in order to see that the Beats 
*did not go to such persons. In many cases, however, it was not anti- 
cipated that these persons would consider this an opportune moment 
for getting into the Corporation, and for realising the dream of their 
ambition which they would not otherwise have been able to realise. 
The result was that a number of nomination papers were filed. Before 
the scrutiny, however, most of them were withdrawn whicli shows that 
the public in Calcutta were against these elections. I do not refer 
obviously to those who considered this a very opportune moment of 
filling the seats wliich they could never have done. I do not also refer 
to those who think it very laudable to flout public opinion and who 
had not that respect either for public opinion or for their own selves 
to withdraw tlie nomination papers. Unfortunately, however, these 
witlidrawal papers were addressecl to the returning officers of the 
various constituencies. It was thought that the returning officer was 
the -proper person to whom such frapers should have been addressed, 
he(‘aus'‘ lie was the person who received the nomination papers, hut the 
flaw wa.s discovered on the last date that the withdrawal papers should 
have been addressed to the Chief Executive Officer and not to the 
returning offiicrs, and i-onsecfuently none of the withdrawal papers 
were declared to he ^alid. Many of them did not even deposit their 
security money, hut those who liud done so previously, were returned 
uneontested very much to their surprise. Most of these perwjns, how- 
ever, have resigned from the seats to which they were de<tlured elected. 

Babu JITENDRAtAL BANNERilEE: On a point of order, Sir. 
How is this interesting story relevant to the question of the Ministry 
of lyocal Self-Government, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: He refers to the conditicm that is 
prevailing in the Calcutta Corporation and is, therefore, in order* 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: He is referring to the 
conduct of certain would-be candidates, and that is a different matter 
altogether. How is this very interesting story relevant to the point 
we are now discussing? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. He is referring to the state of affairs 
in the Calcutta Corprmition which, he thinks, should lie brought to 
the notice of the Hon’ble Minister. I think he is in order. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: If Mr. Baunerjee had waited for 
half a minute more, he would have seen what I was driving at — 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: We have waited for 20 
minutes in vain. 
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Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I was just going to say that the 
Hinistry of Jjocal Self-Government as well as the Government should, 
therefore, realise the present condition of aiBfairs in the Calcutta 
elections and in the Calcutta Corporation. Owing to the maladminis- 
tration of the Calcutta Corporation, owing to the fact that the Calcutta 
Corporation is not prepared to do justice to the Muslims, the Muslims 
as a whole have boycotted the Calcutta Corporation. Do you desire 
that the Calcutta Corporation should continue in this manner against 
the wishes of such a large section of the public? If there is anybody 
who says that the Muslims as a whole have not boycotted it, they 
ai'e entirely mistaken. I can take you one by one to those who are 
still sticking to their seats; for instance, one gentleman who is 
sticking to his seat has got a certain address at which he is absolutely 
untraceable: another gelHleman has .got a vote by fabricating a rent 
receipt 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWOHURY: What authority has the member 
to say that it was a fabrication ? 

Mr. H. ft. ftUHRAWARDY: He piocured a lent receipt fjr which 
he never paid anything 

Mr. DEPUTY PREftIDENT: I do nut think, Mr. Suhrawardy, 
that you can say that it was a fabrication, when the person has been 
declared a qualified voter, 

Mr. H. ft. ftUHRAWARDY: Alright, Sir. As such, he is qualified 
to stand and to be returned eUn^ted, but it is persons of this type 
who are still sticking to their seats. Then there are some persons 
who say that they are entirely under the control of the Hindus. They 
have taken money from the Hindus, and they cannot afford to displease 
them. This is the result of joint electorate. As regards that question 
of joint x^erfvs separate electorate, I propose to take up that matter 
in the next motion — — 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: On a point of information, 
Sir. Has not the meml)er reached his time-limit ? 

Mr. DEPUTY PREftIDENT: The pi'actice is to allow 30 minutes 
to the mover of a motion, and, as such, he has not yet reached hia 
time-limit. 

Mr. H. ft. ftUHRAWARDY: The system of joint electorate haa 
driven us to this pass that to-day a very large section of the population 
of Calcutta is against this Corporation and desires to have nothing 
to do with it. If those who have been questioning my statementa 
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as also the gentleman behind who has been interrupting me had been 
•in any of the meetings of the Muslims of Calcutta held either at the 
foot of the Octerlony Monument or in other quarters, they would not 
have done so. If such a person remains within his room and looks 
to what we consider as communally minded jmi>ers for his information, 
then of course he would not be able to ascertain what the true state 
of affairs is. On the other hand, if he goes out and meets the Muslims 
of Calcutta, he will be able to judge what their real views are on the 
subject. They have no desire now to piirticipote in the administration 
of the Calcutta Corporation unless this is rectified. I ask, is the 
Government prepared to do anything or not? Is Government prepared 
to take note of the widespread discontent that prevails amongst the 
Muslims? Is it goin,g to say that the Cori)oration is an autonomous 
body over which we have no control, that it is not our look-out to 
see whether the majority in that body oppresst*^ the minority or not 
and whether they give them their fair share or not? I submit that 
Government is not a body that (‘an divest itself of its rK)wer8, because 
the ultimate responsibility is not upon the Corporation but upon the 
Government of which the (,'orporation is merely a part. The ultimate 
responsibility of anything that may take place here is on the Gov- 
ernment. If the Corporation d(K‘s not do justice to the Muslims, and 
if the Government realises that it is so, and if a large nuuil>er of a 
section of the people proclaim that they have l)een treated in a 
niggardly and shabby manner by tl»e Corporation, then surely it is 
time for Government to take note of it. And 1 ask the Government 
if it has not in its power to appoint a Committee of Enquiry at this 
stage to do something, either to promote a better harmony between 
the Hindus and Muslims of (\ilcutta or to bring ul)out a solution of 
the situation, and to vest itself with iK)wers which may authorise it* 
to interfere in the maladministration of the Corporation. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Sir, T rise early to say a 
few words as to what I feel on this motion of Mr. Suhrawardy. I am 
afraid Mr. Suhrawardy has not been able to take the advantage of his 
position here to give a true account of w'hat is now going on in the 
Calcutta Corjxiration. I find that the main purpose of his bringing 
this resolution is the question of Muslim appointment, but he Imgan * 
by referring to the various other conditions prevailing in the Calcutta 
Corporation. That was a secondary object he had in view, and that 
has very little to do with his primary object of ventilating the 
grievances about Muslim appointments. I am surprised to find that 
Mr. Suhrawardy has managed to forget many important things about 
the Corporation which he must have learnt during the years 1923-26 
when he was no lesser a person than its Deputy Mayor. Not only that, 
Sir, he was the right hand man of Mr. C. R. Das whose name be 
conjures up 
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Bablf JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: He takes that name in 

rain. 


Rai Bahadur Dft HARIDHAN DUTTs What was the result of 
his connection with the Corporation for three years' I was then in 
the Corporation having some authority and power. Mr. Suhrawardy 
was the next man in power and influence to Mr. C: R. Das in the 
Corporation. May I ask, what w'as the result thftt!'' It wa«t dis- 
appointing to find that a man like Mr. Suhrawardy could not help his 
community even from the position in which lie was placed at that time. 
I would point out to Mr. Suhrawardy that through Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea the Muliammadau community has got a grand thing in their 
favour in the C^iiioration. In the Calcutta Corporation of our times, 
that is, before 1924, w^e had two or three Muhammadan members only 
but subsequently they were given 15 seats. Then there were tw’O 
nominated Muhammadan ('oum illors every year, if not more than two 
— and that gave them 17 or 18 seats in the (Wporation. The Calcutta 
Corporation is divided into three different interests, namely, the Hindu, 
the M\ihammadan and the ('hristian or the European, as 1 would call it. 
1 am ignoring tlie smaller minorities, and I liope their representatives 
will pardon me for doing so. Amongst these three groups, the trump 
card was in the hands of the Muhammadans. If those 17 or 18 Muham- 
madan gentlemen with Mr. Suhrawardy as their leader and Deputy 
Mayor wmld stand as a solid block, 1 am perfectly certain that no 
grievances of that community would have gone unheeded. It is true 
that the Hindus predominate in the Calcutta Corporation, but the 
European element is always anxious to help the Muhammadans and to 
see that justice is done to them. If the Muhammadans cx)uld unite 
with tlie Europt^ans and the other minorities, the Hindu majority would 
ncjt have been of siuli a nature as not to piiy any attention to the 
grievances of the minorities. Hut, Sir, the Muhammadans lost 
their <‘haiice. They quarrelled amongst themselves. My friend, 
Mr. Suhraward) , went over to the (’oiigress while some of the others 
went over to the opposite side, and they could never act in unison or 
follow one principle. If my friend, Mr. Suhrawardy or failing him 
some other able Muhaiumadaii leaders, eould lead the 17 Muhammadan 
Councillors in the Corporation, then during the last 12 years wonderful 
results could liave been achieved. I remember how these members of 
Muhammadan ('ommuiiity were eourted by everybody who wanted to 
have something from the (\)ri>oration as his whole chanee lay in 
courting Muhammadans, If any one aspired to he a Mayor, Deputy 
Mayor, lie would have to eourt the Muhammadan first. Nobody can gain- 
say that. I am perfeetly sure that my friend “Mr. Suhrawardy cannot 
gainsay that. If anybody wanted majority vote of the Corporation, he 
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would turn his eyes first to the Muhammadan group and if the Miihaui- 
madans gave him hope then and then only his chanoe of being suroess- 
ful o#uld at all he expec ted. That was one of the imporlanl things 
which Sir Surendra Nath Biuierjea gave to the Muhammadans but they 
have neglected it and mismanaged the whole thing. My friend 
Mr. Suhrawardy passed an indic'traent against the Corporation. May I 
ask him what has the new Corporaticm done within the last 12 years 
where the Muhammadans have now so many numbers of their eommu- 
nity? Within these lo years expenditure has inereased, taxes and 
valuation have kicTeased and so on and so on as Mr. Suhrawardy has 
Baid. Why cannot these gentlemen do the right thing by curbing the 
Corporation in all that they are doing by a systematic conjoint action 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: They have no power. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: No Sir, that is not a fact. 
But I am surprised to find tliat the Muhammadan group have got three 
divisions; one is the ('ongress group and the second is an independent 
group and the third is another group which often change's its cevlou*. 
The result is that there is no combination among them and they have 
not been able to make any useful work or create any impression any- 
where. That is the real state ot afiairs — at least 1 read it so. Tlieu, 
Sir Surendra Nath Itanerjea's wise decision providing for a joint elec- 
torate after a length of time was a step which 1 cannot but admire. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: ()rdc>r, order. That is not the 
specific case before us now. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Mr. Suhhtuardy Ims refer- 
red to that and I must answer his points. wants the joint electorate 
to go, and asks for separate electorate for Muhammadans in Calcutta. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You can reder to it later on. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: In any case Sir Surendra 
Nath Banerjea was particularly wise in suggesting joint electorate for 
this city. Joint electorate may not be advantageous to the Muham- 
madans in the Council, but not so in the Calcutta Corporation, Sir. I 
represented certain ward in the Corporation and I know how much I 
had to depend upon my Muhammadan voters for my return to the 
Corporation. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I should like him to speak on that 
when I move my motion No. 240. 
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Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is not before us at present. 


Rai Bahaiiiir Dn HARIDHAN DUTT: I do not want to go into 
details but I want to tell one thing. I particularly advise the Muham- 
madan ratepayers of Calcutta to be satisfied with what they have got 
and depend upon their efficient working and take advantage of what 
they have got at present under the joint electorate. From this joint 
electorate they can easily have more control over the Hindu Councillors 
of the Corporation, They seem to have forgotten that the Hindu 
Councillors are not appointed by Hindus alone but by the Muham- 
madans living in the city also and the votes of the Muhammadan 
electors cannot be ignored. 

Mfi H. 8i 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of order, Sir. In spite 
of your ruling my friend is going on talking about joint electorate. If, 
however, he desires or you desire that I should move that motion so 
that he may speak on it. I am quite prepiired to do it. 

Rfti Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I shall not be surprised at 
the point of order being raised by others but I am surpri.sed to find 
Mr. Suhrawardy raising that point of order. But what is now going 
<m in the city? I find tliat the Muhammadans have advised their co- 
religionists to desist from the Corporation altogether, to non-co-operate, 
if I may call it so and I am very niiudi surprised to- find that non-co- 
operation has permeated amongst the Muliammadans. But is it a 
proper thing? Are the Muhamnwidans rightly advised to ask their 
colleagues to give up tlieir connections with tlje (hihutta Corporation? 
Where would they be as the result of this? In 1924 there were only 
3 Muhammadans; they have now 17 or 18. If they non-co-operate now 
perhaps tliere will be no Muhammadans in the Corporation or only few. 
Whether that is a right thing for them to try to do is the 
question. I for one think that my Muhammadan friends will be well 
advised not to attempt such a thing and tliey should withdraw from 
non-co-operation. As the result of non-co-operation you are likely to 
lose mucli. Cnless you make the best use of wliat I call the trump card 
in your liand and work in co-operation with your other interests in the 
Corporation and win tliat wdiich stand against your interests the 
chances of the Muhammadans securing what they want are very 
remote. So I would advise my Muhaniniadan friends to go back to 
the Corporation and work there intelligently and sincerely and you will 
find other elements will come to your help. One thing more, during 
the last 12 years there was a Mayor and also a Deputy Mayor; for 
many years you had a Muhammadan Deputy Mayor. (A voice: 
Deputy Mayor is nothing.) I am coming to that. This year a Muham- 
madan Mayor had been elected and the Hindus have accepted 
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Mi;. Fazlul Huq as their head. I think that the Deputy Mayor’s iK>st 
.is also very important and that ^>‘entleman pets ample opportunities 
for doing pood. Why cannot the Muhammadans assert themselves and 
the Muhammadan Deputy Mayors more helpful to the Muhammadan 
community? Again, Sir, in our days before 1924 we had u Chairman 
who was an English man and everyl)ody else as well as the liiph ofhtuals 
were Hindus. From 1924 up till now you luive pot a Muhammadan 
Deputy Executive Officer, then you have subsecjuently among the health 
officers a Muhammadan as District Health Officer. In the Kngineerinp 
Department you have now tw'o Muhammadan Engineers. If you want 
the majority of the CoriK)ration and the majority of superior ]K)sts to 
come to you at once I fear your expectations will not be realised. You 
ought not to forget that unless an officer dies or retires there cannot be 
any vacancy and unless a vacancy occurs there is no (diance of a new 
man coming. The Muhammadans must have patience while insisting 
upon their share being given to them. 1 think the Muhammadans 
should do that. At the same time I suggest to them that they ought 
not to grow impatient and not to be hasty or come to such a conclusion 
which they have come to, namely, to Iniycott the (h)rporalion. 1 can- 
not on the other hand advise (Tovernment to take any drastic step 
against the Corpomtion. For 12 years they were making an experi- 
ment; it is not yet time to come to any decision to undo the (./oriH)ration 
or to take any drastic step; that can never be popular and unless you 
do something which is in keeping with the public opinion Government 
will come into ridicule or perhaps court more un]M)pularity. Any 
advice to discard tlie Corporation simply on the complaint of the 
Muhammadans seems to be rather unwise. 


Maulvi ABUL KASEM: I rise at this stage of the debate In^cause 
T am in a hurry to go home. My friend Mr. Suhrawardy began his 
speech and in his own inimitable style enumerated the shortcomings of 
the administration of the Calcutta Corporation. He has tabled three 
motions in connection with the Calcutta Corjioration, 1 wish he joined 
all the three together. Sjwaking for myself 1 consider it an act of 
sacrilege to condemn a piece of legislation, one among many for which 
my jwliticaJ guru was responsible and I am sure the ashes of Sir Suren- 
dra Nath Banerjec must be shuddering now' when he sr^es the nwult 
of his life-cherished idetjs and life-long lal)our. My friend l>r. Hari- 
dhan Dutt has said that this Act is now 12 years old and still there is 
time. But during the 12 years of its ojieration what is the result? 
The citizens of Calcutta have becx)ine tired although they may not show 
their resentment at the action of the pre.sent fk>rj>oration . But at 
present they are doing it. Tt is not only the Mussalmans who are 
boycotting the Corporation, but there are also others who have been 
aggrieved. The resdlt is that in the City of Calcutta there are 4 or 5 
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organisations — The Citizens Welfare League, The Ratepayers’ Associa- 
tion and things like that, and small pamphlets are published by them 
from time to time showing the shortcomings of the Corporation and 
therefore I make bold to join hands with Mr. Sahid Suhrawardy. 

There is some misunderstanding about our attitude, I mean the 
attitude of the Mussulmans in the Corporation and outside. It is said 
that the Mussulmans are up in arms against the Corporation because 
they are denied a certain number of appointments in the (corporation. 
I deny that charge. In the first place, taking the Corporation 
and Government together scarcely 2 per cent, of the [»eople live by 
service, so if the Mussalinans can afford to fe(‘d and clothe the 98 per 
cent, of the population I think they can as well do that for the other 2 
per cent. What we n^ally want is that both in the Government and 
in the CoriK)r«ition a legitimate share of the appointments should be 
given to us. We have failed to get that in the Corporation and for 
want of Muhammadan officters and Muhammadan employees we have to 
suffer irreparable loss<*s. Mr. Suhrawardy said that the conservancy 
arrangements for the busiees are very bad. If you go to the different 
sides of (hilcutta and to the slumps and bustees of (Calcutta, the bustees 
which are m(>stly inhabited by Mussalinans and the poorer classes, you 
will find that they are absolutely neglected and the water-supply, scanty. 
It has l>een said that they have appointed a IK‘puty Chief Executive 
Officer or whatever he is calbnl. You will find that although they have 
given some appointments to the Muhammadans they hare done great 
injustice to the community as a whole because they appoint men who 
like certain musical instruments will repeat their masters' voice 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: On a point of order, Sir. Can 
the hon’ble meml>er attack the honesty and integrity of the officers who 
are not here to defend themselves ? 

Mau4vi ABUL KA8EM: Those men may not be here but their 
friencta are here, 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir. I want your ruling. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: I want to make a general olwervation about 
Mussalinan officers. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think he is quite alright. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: It has bt'en said by Rai Bahadur Dr. Hari- 
dhan Dutt that Sir Surendra Nath Banerjeu foresaw this and had an 
Act passed but the Miissalmaus did not know how to deal with the 
Congress and its activities and he particularly charged Mr. Suhrawardy 
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thAt lie had ilaglected his duty. I would just ask Rai lialuidur 
Dr, Haridhan Dutt to refresh his meiuory to remind him that only 
during the first years of the present CWporation tl»e Miissalmuns in a 
body and the European members of tbe Corporation along with the 
nominated members met togetlier and selected a man for the Mayor- 
ship, but they could not get liini elected owing to the overwlielming 
majority of the Hindus. As soon as the Hindu Commissioners found 
that these Mussalmans and Europeans were combined together they 
closed their ranks (they were fighting amongst themselves) and vote<l 
in a body against that man. Why should the Hindus of Cah-utta and 
the Hindu members of tlie (Corporation liave anything to do witli the 
Muhammadans. So they were ([Uite right there, but to say tlwit the 
Muhammadans have a division in their camp is wrong. 1 again say 
that the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor are mere figundieads. Unless 
the Mayor has got a large support and a combined support behind him, 
he is absolutely helpless. 1 have not been able to understand why this 
motion has been admitte<l and put against the S4ilary of the Minister of 
Local Self-Government, because, as Mr. Suhrawardy has himself S4iid, 
the Goxernment have no control o^el• the Corporation. Rut 1 am glad 
that it has been admit ttsl b\ the President, because it has given us an 
opportunity to discuss the affairs of the Calcutta Corporation. Wliat 1 
say is that the Miuislei is responsible only for not resiionding to the 
Moslem feeling and their views and lor not introducing a piece of h‘gis- 
lation. ^Therein lies his neglect : otherwi.se he is as much resiKuisible 
for the action of the Calcutta ('orporation us any of us hei'e. 1 submit 
that there were certain persons who w(*re to some extent resjionsible 
for thn action of the Calcutta Corporation not in their official capacity 
but in their non-official capacity. One of them is the Hon’ble Minister 
himself and the other is Mr. Surendra Nath Mullick who was for some 
time Chairman of the (JorjKi ration. J have the authority of Mr. S. N. 
Mullick to submit that both he and I feel that a great w?*ong has Iuhmi 
done to the City of C>alcutta. My friend Mr. Suhrawardy says tliat 
the Ixical Self-Go veruuient l)ej>artment should do something fcir the 
welfare of the citizens of C’alcutta, hut I would add to it that Gov- 
ernment should do .something whiih would enable them to bring about 
a better administration in the (\>rporation for the welfare of the citizens 
of Calcutta. 'ITie citizens of (Calcutta, Hindus, Moslems or anylKidy 
else, are suhjeieted to an absolute wTong. It is riot unknown to my 
friend Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu that all Congress affairs are decide<l 
in a private h<;^jjse in the Wellington 8tre<d and not in the Corporation. 
Congress nominations are made fo the Corporatkin from there and the 
poor citizens of Calcutta are duped. Noliody dares to question it. 
Attempts are now being made to stop it and I hope at the next election 
it will be successfi^fr This matter of the absence of the Moslems from 
the Corporation is a serious one and the Government ought to take 
notice of it. In the case ol an emergency Government could take 
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steps and introduce a measure just as they did in the case of the Ghee 
Act when the members of the Council were summoned by t^egrams to 
come and the Ghee Act was passed. The emergency then was that 
the Marwaris wanted to make a “huge profit through the process of 
adulteration, and therefore the members were summoned from their 
home at a day’s notice to come and pass the Act. Why not the 
present Ministry of Ijocal Self-Government should without summoning 
the members try to extend the sitting of the Council and introduce 
some measure in which some sort of control would be exercised over the 
administration of the Calcutta Corporation? T know that the Treasury 
Benches are powerless in this matter, although they have felt the neces- 
sity of it, as the Corporation is an autonomous knly. I think in view 
of the boycott of the Corporation by the Moslems a situation has been 
created to meet whicli you can very well call for an urgent legislation. 
Therefore, I appeal to the Minister of Local Self-Government to take 
courage in both hands and to do soni(‘thing for the welfare of the citi- 
zens of Calcutta, and I think not only the Moslems but all the resi- 
dents of Calcutta will alw^ays bless him for that. Mr. Suhrawardy has 
referred to the boycott of the Corporation by the Moslems. Nobody 
can deny that the Imycott has been most successful, although it is 
tnie that several Muhammadans have since rejoined the (^orporatioiL 
Nobody ever ex])ecte<l that so many people of Calcutta with one voice 
oould boycott an institution like the Corporation. Boycotts have been 
systematically, periodically and occasionally y>roclaimed by .the people 
of whom my friend Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu is a representative. But 
as regardH the present boycott, it has been declared in the press that 
it has been most successful. Kad there l)een not a single student in 
the Government colleges or had there Wen not a single examinee 
appearing in the University Examinations or had there been not a 
single pleader appearing in the law courts, the boycott wmild have 
been declared by my friends to have been most successful, but Wcause 
we 16 Moslems in a Wdy have kept out of the Corporation it cannot be 
.said that the boycott bas not been successful. 

Mr. P. N. OUHA; Sir, the House must have listened to with good 
interest the catalogue of grievances of the Moslem citiiens ,of Cfalcutta 
in connection with the administration of the Corporation, submitted 
before it by the first Swarajist Deputy Mayor. Mr. tS'iihrawi^rdy’s list 
is a comprehensive one but I am not here to defend the Corf^ftration 
and that for the reason that I am personally of opinion that the Corpora- 
tion lias not been doing its work properly. Sir, it may be recalled that 
about three years ago I requested the Government by a &ie8 4>f ques- 
tions to have a searching look into the affairs of tlie Calcutta Corporation 
under the Swarajist regime and in reply the Hon’blfiJMinister in charge 
of the Local Self-Government expressed a defiite to appoint a com- 
mittee to take the matter up. Legal difficulties, however, made the 
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appmntment of such a committee impossible, for the Calcutta Municipal 
Act of 1923 has not given any power to the Local Government to 
appoint such a committee. I should add here incidentally that my idea 
was to have a committee composed of some of the officials of the Gov- 
ernment and some prominent Councillors \>f the Corporation itself. In 
fact I consulted with some Councillors and specially the then Mayor 
and all of them approved of the idea for the reason that they themselves 
felt that something ought to be done to restore the confidence of the 
public which was fast disappearing. Tlie idea did not materialise and 
I did not proceed further. 

Sir, it is nearly two years that I have left tlie Calcutta Corporation 
and I am no longer in touch with its affairs but from all that I luiv* 
been reading in the newspapers since, I do not think matters have 
much improved, so the time may be ripe for the citizens of (^alcutta to 
cast a searching look into the affairs of the (^^)rporat ion but, Sir 1 do 
not think any valid case has yet been made out either by Mr. Suhrawardy 
or by any one of his as.sociates. to justify the Government of Bengal to 
have recourse to an emergency legislation to sui)press tlie ('orporation 
as has been— I should s4in wickedly suggested hy my friend Maulvi 
Abul Kasem. 

, Sir, I can assert wdth<»ut the least fear of contradiction that the only 
people who can put matters right in the Corporation, are the citizens 
of Calcutta. The Government is neither here nor there and every right 
thinking man ought to be ashamed of inviting the Government to 
handle the domestic, affairs of the citizens who are the masters of their" 
own house. In this connection I am glad to find that the rate-payers 
of Calcutta have of late begun to realise their responsibilities. Th^e 
noise of election we are having day and night in Calcutta for the past 
few days indicates that the rate-payers are no longer willing to remain 
satisfied by entrusting their affairs to a set of people who have beett 
found wanting. The gentlemen in my right (pointing to the Euro- 
peans) are pushing two of their members in the General Constituencies 
and that ehows that the Hluml)er of the European citizens of Calcutta 

has been disturbed. I hope tlmt the people of otlier communities 

Hindus, Ji<^lems, Christians and Jews will also be up and doing. The 
situation In tlie Calcutta Corporation is bound to improve if the rate- 
payers aref alert iind there will never be any (Kcasion for tlie Govern- 
ment to interfere. 

« 

Sir, Mr. SnUr^wardy La^ made a piteoua appeal to the Government 
to come to his rescue. It was a sight for gods and men to see tlm first 
Swarajist Dep«ty Mayor kneeling down in folded hands before the 
Treasury il^nch aftpealiiig for the suppression of the first and up to now 
the o^y autonomous administrative body of India— the gift of 
Sir Surendra Nath Baijerjea, the father of Indian nationalism Sir, 
Mr. Suhrawardy has paid a just and well deserved tribute to the late 



m 


DEMANDS FOB GBANTS. 


[ 18 th |£ae., 


Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das who did all he could to establish a 
cordial relationship between the Hindus and Mussalmans. 1 may tell 
Mr. Suhrawardy that each and every one of us, the Hindus woiild 
have cheerfully obeyed the mandate of our beloved Deshabandhu and 
honoured the pact that he entered into with the Moslems on our behalf, 
if we could, but tliat was made impassible by burying the pact in the 
grave of the Fir in the New Market by the mover of the present motion, 
the Swarajist Deputy Mayor 

Mfi Hi 8i SUHRAWARDY: On a point of order, Sir, that is a 
false statement. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Sir, 1 take strong exception to the remark 
made by my friend. I know that his action in connection with the 
burial of the Fir greatly perturbed tlie feelings of tlie Hindus. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Member disclaims being 
called a Swarajist and I think you should accept it. 

Babu JITENDRALAk BANNERJEE: On a point of order, Sir. 
Was Mr. Suhrawardy justified in chamcterising the statement made by 
Mr. Guha as “a false statement^” Should he not withdraw it.^ 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am afraid he did not catch my 
cars. However, if he said that, he must withdraw it. Did you, 
Mr. Suhrawardy, say that'' 

Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir, I did and 1 withdraw it 
but I must say tliat that statement is inc'orrect. 

" Mr, P. N. GUHA: Any way. Sir, tliat is my impitession in con^ 
"iiectiou with the burial of the Fir and I accept the assertion of 
Mr. Suhrawardy that he was never a Swarajist. But, Sir, I hope he 
will not contradict me when I say that he was and is even now^ a 
nationalist Indian and is not it a sight for all to see a Nationalist Indian 
Mussalman to go to the Government and say “Save us from the tyranny 
of the Hindus!” These are matters about which our vieys are well 
kiiowui. We, the Hindus, have boldly proclaimed before^^the w'orld our 
opinion about communal matters and 1 need not tire the patience of the 
House by repeating it again. All tliat I want to say is that the 
Corporation may or may not be right in connection with the disposal of 
some of the items of its domestic affairs but that cannot and should 
not justify the Government to accept a motion like this. No attention 
should be paid to the petulant demand of Mr. Suhrawardy cuid I wan| 
the Government by saying that the acc*eptance of motion of this naturo 
wiU inflict such a great wound to the Hindu feeling^ that it will lead 
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to an agitati(m which will assume a gigantic shape in no time. You 
•cannot play with everything. The Calcutta Corporation is the first 
autonomous institution in India and it is the gift of one whose memory 
we adore to-day and will be adored till posterity. Mr. Suhruwardy has 
been able to make out no case for Government intervention. Sir, I 
wonder how we, the Hindus and Moslems of Bengal, will be in a posi- 
tion to work out the New Constitution which will affect the whole of 
the Province and people if we cannot adjust our small differences in a 
smaller body. Will it not be a matter of shame for us to go to Clive 
Sj^eet in every step and beg of the Europeans to come and adjust our 
difierencesP That would be quite undignified and unworthy of any 
sfelf-respecting people (Mr. Suiirawardy : I have never gone to 
Europeans for help); well that is another matter. 

Sir, as to appointments of the Moslems in the CahaitUi Corporation, 
I do not want to say much for 1 do not know how' things are being 
managed now but I w’as one of the first batch of the members of the 
Services* Standing Committee when it w'as established some years back. 
If I remember aright, there were three Moslem members in the Com- 
mittee and the House may take it from me that in making every appoint- 
ment, we always took great care to see that the claims of the “(jualified 
Moslems” — and I w’ould lay special stress on the word “qualified” — 
were not ignored. As regards other matters in the Corporation, if I 
remember aright, I think there were three and sometimes four, but 
never less than three Moslem members in every Standing Committee 
and I would have challenged them if they would have said that they 
were always overruled. On the contrary I can assure the House that 
every Committee — and I w^as a member of many c^i^mmittees in rotation 
— took particular care to look to the claims of the minority com- 
munities, specially the Moslem conimunity. I, therefore, very much 
regret that my friend, Mr. Suiirawardy, has thought it fit to come up 
to the Government for help on imaginary grievances. 

Sir, let us now’ think of the claim or demand of Mr. Suhrawardy 
for special legislation. Why does he w’ant it? Because the CorjMimtion 
has not thought it fit to earmark a certain percentage of its appoint- 
ments for the Moslem candidates. The pretext is so flimsy, the demand 
is so petulant that no reasonable man can give anj' attention to it even 
for a momJfit. As to the charge of maladministration, I have said at 
the outset that I do not deny it and I am not here with a brief on 
behalf of the Corporation. I have already sugge.sted the remedy. The 
citizens of Calcutta — ^the rate-payers — are the only persons who should 
be appealed to and all corruptions and maladministration will vanish 
like mist as soon as the citizens began to take care to look into their 
domestic affairs more closely. Sir, I must make it clear that I am not 
in favour of communal appointments but according to the present 
situation in India^ and according to the dispensation given from a^vo, 

M.. 
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I will have no objection to give a certain number of appointments in 
the Corporation to tlie deserving cjandidates of the community of my 
friend, Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Guha, we .shall bear you later 
on as I shall have to adjourn the Council for prayers just now. 

(At this stage the Council Tras adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After Adjournment.) 

Hft DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Guha, will you please resume 
yoir speech? 

Mr. P. N. GUHA: Sir, as I was saying, Mr. Sahid Suhrawardy 
has been trying to induce the Government to appoint a committee 
principally to secure a percentage of Corporation appointments for the 
Moslems and incidentally to look into the maladraini.stration. I do not 
thinlc any good case ha.s been made out for any emergency legislation 
as has been suggested by Maulvi Abul Kasem who went a step further 
than Mr. Suhrawardy. Maulvi Abul Kasem wants the Government to 
present a Rill on (his behalf at this very session after the budget 
demands are granted. I deprecate the suggestion as strongly as I can. 
Lastly, Mr. Suhrawardy, if he wvre in the normal form of his mind, 
would have realised that the best way for him was to make an appeal 
to the rate-payers of Cab^utta wdio can certainly compel the Corporation 
to appoint a special committee to review the whole of its administration 
during these ten years. That would have been the correct procedure 
and it is nothing but « matter of shame for an Indian nationalist to 
beg of the Government to intervene. 

Nawab MUSHARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, My friend 
Mt. Guha took up a very reasonable attitude when he told us in his 
speech that things ought not to l>e done very hurriedly. I am quite 
at one with him so far as the question of legislation is concerned. 
Legislation should bo attempted w’hen every other means of solving 
a problem has failed. T do not like to repeat what my friend Mr. Sahid 
Suhrawardy has so ably put before the llou.se and what oth^r memWs 
also have admitted. The question now is whether we should ask the 
Government to undertake legislation to do away with the present 
|X)wers of the Calcutta Corporation. Mr. Guha frankly says that the 
Muhammadan community is not wrong in demanding a certain per- 
centage of appointments in the Calcutta Corporation, Mr. Guha is 
a politician for whom I have great respect. I believe he is perfectly 
right when he says that the Calcutta Corporation should, reserve « 
oertidn percentage of appointments for the Muhamnsiadan oommunity, 
but I cannot understand what is standing in the way of Gie Corporatioii 
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fixing a small percentage for the Muhammadan community. I believe, 
probably, it is the coming election that is standing in tne way of their 
taking this step and making an announcement to that eftV'ct ; otherwise, 
so far as I know, all the important members of the Corporation, when 
I talked with them, confessed that the claim of the Muhammadan 
community was ri,ght and just and that even the late Mr. C. R. Das 
admitted that there should be a certain percentage of appointments 
reserv^ed for the Muhammadan community. Only the other day 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu wanted to table a similar resolution. The 
Hon’ble Mr. B. K. Basu and Mr. 1). C. Ghosh are also of that frame 
of mind. But I do not know what stands in the way of their actually 
announcing their opinion publicly and leading every one to this correct 
point of view. They are the leaders of moderate opinion. There were 
also present at the conference some of the leaders from the Sw^arajist 
group as well. I am sorry I do not know their names, but they seemed 
to be ven' important members of that grouj). But they were not very 
anxious to give their opinion. T told them why, if they believed in 
the leadership of the late Mr. C. R. Das and if they believed what 
Mr. Das had done was a distinct guide to the Swarajists for their 
future action, why should they now' remain Whind and not In? prepared 
to give effect to what they actually proposed to do? 1 cannot really 
understand what is actually standing in their w'ay to coim' forw'urd 
and state their correct views. 1 know^ that several of the distinguished 
leaders of moderate opinion in Calcutta are anxious to see that an 
amicable settlement is arrived at and it is not understood what is 
actually standing on the way. Cannot Government, I mean the Ilon’ble 
Minister, do something to bring together all the different peojile in 
order to come to a definite conclusion in the matter? If humble people 
like us can get a lot of people to discmss and settle matters, why should 
not the Hon’ble Minister be able to call the different groups in his 
house and try to solve the problem? Why should the quarrel be 
allowed to continue when it can lie talked off and settled iii a few 
minutes. I heard that there was very little difference lH*tween the 
two parties and the Hon’ble Minister can take them info his confidence 
and announce that the grievances of the Moslem community w'ill be 
redressed. Why should they be allowed to take the extreme measure 
of boycott which will bring nothing but disaster? 1 do not consider 
that the steps suggested hy Mr. Suhrawardy is a desirable rme and 
if you preach non-co-operation amongst the Muhammadan coiniiiurity 
it will not bring anything hut evil. The extreme step of boycott which 
the Muhammadans have taken is, I think, due to a misunderstanding 
of each other’s point of view. It is not a fact that Muhamniadans 
are not being appointed at all. On the contrary, it is a facv that 
Moelems have been appointed in the Calcutta Corporation quite recently 
and in a very large number. I was told by the Mayor that quite d good 
number of Muhammadans have been appointed by the Chief Executive 
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Officer in the Health Department of the Corporation. I hope therefore 
that the Hon’ble Minister will take up the matter in his hand and 
not exercise his power as a Minister but privately do something to 
settle the matter amicably. We should not expect everything to be 
done l>y the Ijegislative Council. We have done it in the past and 
we must be able to settle the matter amongst ourselves, and it is our 
duty to do so. 


Mfi 8i Mt B08E: Sir, this is one of those rare occasions in which 
I can honestly and truly say that Mr. Suhrawardy has made a very 
sober and a very mild and studiously moderate speech. As regards 
motion No. 2d9, I believe most of what be has said as regards the bad 
working of the Corporation is true, but, Sir, what is the remedy? He 
would ask that the Government should intervene, but I should say, 
the remedy lies in our owm hands. We the rate>payers can combine 
and turn out the inefficient, dishonest and worthless Councillors who 
are standing again. It is up to us to try to improve matters and not 
to go to Government to intervene in the matter. But the policy of 
Ixtycolt which Mr. Suhrawardy advocates, is suicidal, because if we 
follow the policy of boycott and non-co-operation, then we will be 
cutting our own throats. Sir, as I have jxdnted out, the Calcutta Cor- 
poration is an autonomous Imdy, and it is not likely that Government 
will intervene in the mutter. As regards the question of appointments, 

I cannot understand what Mr. Suhrawardy means by saying that the 
miHerably small numW of appointments held by Muhammadans is 
due to the prevailing system of joint electorate in the Calcutta Cor- 
poration. How could the 19 (Councillors, if returned on a separate 
electorate basis instead of from the joint electorate system, have done 
letter, is something which is beyond our comprehension. You know, 
Sir, that we started with 15 Muhammadan Councillors in the Act ori- 
ginally ; this came down to 18 when the Garden Reach area was taken 
away, and now we have 19 Muhammadan Councillors under Act XX 
of 1982. Maulvi Abul Easem has spoken of external influence, and 
T quite agree that external influence, whether it proceeds from the 
Wellington Street or from the Wellesley Square, is equally bad. I 
would ask Mr. Suhrawardy to try to persuade his fellow countrymen 
to combine and improve matters in the Calcutta Corporation instead 
of pursuing the futile fwlicy of boycott. 


Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: I shall only refer to the warning which 
was uttered with all the gusto and strength of lungs which would have 
done credit to a youngman by Mr. P. N. Guha. He uttered a warn- 
ing that if Government dared to touch the Calcutta Corporation, there 
would arise such an agitation that Government would have to regret 
their action. I want to utter a counter- warning ; that if Goveminent 
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doM not dare to go into the condition of affairs in the Calcutta 
Corporation, and take steps to see that legitimate Muslim interests are 
properly safeguarded, there would arise such an agitation that it 
would overwhelm everj'body, especially Mr. P. N. Guha and men of 
his way of thinking:. 

Mr. Guha bore testimony that he was a very influential member of 
many of the Committees of the Corporation where metieulous attention 
and care was given to the case of every qualified Muslim candidate. 
He uttered the word qualified” with an emphasis as though Muslims 
were trying to get only unqualified candidates appointed to iKists in 
the Corporation. Then may I ask — what is the uniform standard 
qualification laid down? Who has laid it down? How is the standard 
being adhered to.'' Sir, I voice universal Muslini sentiment when I say 
that Muslims have been most unfairly and shahhilv tri'ated in the 
Corporation. 

(At this stage, the time-limit lor “22 — General Administration” 
was reached.) 

Both the motions of Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy were put and lost. 

The original demand was then put and agreed to. 


24— -Administratioii of Justice. 

The Hon’ble air BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 73,40,000 he granted for expenditure undei the head ”21 — 
Administration of Justice.” 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 69,000 under the head ”24 A — High Court — Original 
Side — Registrar” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I rise to move this cut motion only to raise a protest against 
granting extension of service to some of the assistants on the Original 
Side of the High Court. There are definite rules for the appointment 
of assistants in the various departments of Go\ eminent. One of the 
rules lays down the age-limit of such assistants, that is, up to what 
particular age an assistant can be appriinted. There is similarly an 
age limit when an officer has to retire from Government service. As 
far as I am aware, Sir, usually at the age of 55 an officer has to retire 
from Government service, and it is only in exceptional cases that an 
extension of service is to he granted to an officer, and that is done only 
on public grounds. In the High Court, however, that exception has 
become the general rule from the highest to the lowest officer, and so 
far as assistants on the Original Side are concerned, extension of service 
has been granted to almost every one after he has attained the age of 
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56 years. One M the officers has been ^raj^ted extension for four 
times; and some others for two or three ^times. What has been th^ 
result of granting such extension of service? There is a class of 
officers who are working on a temporary basis, and they have b^en 
.continuing as such for years without any chance of being confirmed. 
If men at the top are retained in this way by granting them extensions 
*of service, there is no chance of any vacancy occurring at the bottom 
for these temporary men to be confirmed and for new entrants to get in. 

I have been trying for years past, at any rate when Sir George Rankin 
was the Chief Justice of the High Court, to bring the claims of the 
depressed class or of the scheduled castes to the notice of the 
authorities 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Mullick, 1 am soiry I have to 
adjourn the Council now. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.ni. on Thursday, the 19th 
March, 1930, at the ('ouncil House, Calcutta. 
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iVoceediaffs of the Bengal Legialative Council aasembled under 
the provision* of the Government of India Act. 

i 

The Council met in the Counc il Chamber in the Council House^ 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 19th March, 19dG, at d p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sir MApm\THA Nath Ray 
Chowohury, of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the 
Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 87 nominated and 
elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

Vacancies in the ministerial staff of Civil Courts in Rangpur. 

*59. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI; (a) Will the 
Government in the Judicial Department be jileased to state how 
notices of vacancies in the ministerial staff of Civil Courts specially in 
the Rangpur district are published? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of instructing 
the District Judges to send notices in future to all recognised 
associations of respective districts for wide publication? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo Sir 
Brojoncira Lai Mitter): (a) According to the instructions laid down in 
rule 1018 (7^) (//) of the Civil Rules and Orders of High Court. This 
is also the case at Rangpur. 

(b) No. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Reoervation of seats for minority community in Local Boards of Bogra. 

22. Maulvi RAJIB UDDIN TARAFDER: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Jjocal Self-Government Department aware— 

(i) that the District Board of Bogra passed a resolution on 4th 
January, 19t34, proposing to equalise the number of seats 
(elected and appointed) in the two Local Boards and also to 
equalise the number of elected seats to the District Board 
from each Local Board ; and 
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(it) that this was subsequentlj reiterated by the said Board in 
another resolutwn passed on 12th March, 1935? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what action, if any, 
have Government taken on the proposal of the Bogra District Board? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state in which thanas 
in the district of Bogra, the minority seats have been allocated for 
the purpose of Local Board election? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering^ the desirability of reserv- 
ing a seat for the minority community in the Sherpur thana as per 
resolution of the District Board, dated the 4th January, 1934? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hcn’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Yes. 

(b) The matter is under the consideration of Government. 

(c) West Bogra Local Board — 

Adamdighi thana — 1 seat. 

Panchbibi and Jaipurhat thanas — 1 seat. 

East Bogra Local Board — 

Shariakandi thana — 1 seat. 

(d) It is the policy of Government io allocaie the reserved seats 
to thanas where the total population of tlie minority c/)mmunity is 
the largest. This is equally necessary' in the interests of tlie majority 
community. Government were therefore unable to accept the recom- 
mendation of the District Board to reserve one seat in Sherpur thana. 


BUDGET GRANTS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 

1936-37. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

24--Administration of Justice. 

Motions for reduction. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I tried to show last 

evening that so far as assistants were concerned they have been granted 
extension of service — at any rate, some of them got extension — ^without 
any public ground whatsoever. I have given instances without men- 
tioning particular names. What has been the result of all this? In 
the first place, these officers continued on the top on a‘i%ry high pay. 
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In the second place, officers who have been acting on a temporary basis 
^cannot be made permanent and they have been doing so for years, and, 
thirdly, Sir, as a result of the first two it follows that there is no vacancy 
for new entrants, and, fourthly, this has caused financial loss to Gov- 
ernment inasmuch as officers continued on a high pay whij'h* couhl have 
been easily managed by officers at lower rates of j)ay if these officers 
are retired and new men taken in. I have tabled this motion in order to 
protest against this sort of action, and I hope Government will see their 
way to take immediate steps to remove these grievances. 

W,^th these words I commend my m(»tion. 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: Till* major premise 
on which the hon’ble member has founded his argument is fictitious. lie 
says that there are assistants on the Original Side of the High Court to 
whom extension has lieen granted. The fact is — at present there is no 
assistant on the Original Side of the High Court wlio has been granted 
extension of service. In order to inform the Council a little more of 
this matter, may I refer to Fundametal lOile h()(h) which deals with 
extension of service. It reads as follows: — 

“A ministerial ser\'ant may Ibe required to retire at the age of 66 
years, but should ordinarily be reU\ined in service, if he continues 
efficient, up to the age of GO years. He must not be retained after that 
age except in very special circumstances, which must be recorded in 
writing, and with the sanction of the Local Government.” 

There is no case in which any assistant has been retained after the 
age of GO years; therefore, no question of extension arises. Attention 
may also be invited to the ruling of the Government of India on 
Fundamental Rule 86; it is this — “the date on which ministerial Gov- 
ernment servants must compulsorily retire is ordinaiily the date on which 
he attains the age of GO years.” and not 55 years as assumed by the 
hon’ble member. “But in the case of a ministerial Government servant 
who is required to retire” — mark the word “required” — “between the 
ages of 55 and 60, the date of compulsory retirement is the date firm 
which he is required to retire. It follows that the restriction imposed 
by Fundamental Rule 86 does not operate in the inse of ministerial 
servants between the ages of 50 and GO, unless an order is jiassed requir- 
ing him to retire.” Since there is no assistant, according to my in- 
formation, and the source of my information is the Registrar on the 
Original Side of the High Court, to whom extension has (been granted, 
there is no point in his argument, and there is no occasion for Govern- 
ment to take any action. I oppose the motion. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MUtLICK: After what I have heard 
from the Hon’ble Member, I beg to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the House, Withdrawn. 
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Mr. 8. M. BOSE: I beg to move that tbe demand of Rs. 69,000 
under the head “24A— “Adininiskation of justice — High Court — OriginaJ. 
Side — Registrar,’^ be reduced by Rs. 100 (recommendations of the High 
Court Retrenchment Committee). 

* My object is to call attention again to certain suggestione made by 
the High Court Retrenchment Committee in 1923. I have been doing 
«o for the last 3 or 4 years. I again draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Member to the Report of the Calcutta High Court Retrenchment Com- 
mittee of 1923. The High Court was beyond the scope of the Mukerji 
Retrenchment Committee appointed by the Government of Bengal. 
So the Government of India appointed in 1923 a small committee presid- 
ed over Iby Sir Alexander Muddiman, and Mr. Justice Richardson, 
Mr. T. E. Moir and Babu Surendra Nath Roy as members; the scope of 
the committee was to consider the economies in t)ie strength of ^e 
establishment of the High Court and also such changes and modifications 
in the working of the court as would tend to economy. Among the 
various suggestions made by the committee in their report, dated the 
10th March, 1923, I may mention some of them referring to the 
Original Side of the High Court. First of all, there is a proposal in 
parugiajjh 23 about the reduction of o(‘casional holidays. The number 
of holidays as stated in the report was 22. But so far as I can make 
out, since 1923 it has considerably gone up, I think to 34. 

The number of sittings has now become much less. At present about 
six months in the year are holidays and six months are working days. 
As regards the long vacation, the committee deal with the matter in 
parugrapli 22 and they say that the length of the long vacation has been 
constant at 72 days; they say that “this period on the whole seems to 
us ample and not excessive. In expressing this, we desire to place on 
record our opinion tliat a period of 72 days should in no case be exceeded 
and that if in future any I'eduction in the time of transit between 
Calcutta and England is effected, the question of the reduction 6f this 
period should be considered.” At present there is a considerable re- 
duction in the time of transit from India to England and back, and the 
©onditions of service of Judges have greatly improved, and so have the 
nmenitiee of life. 

Sir, in paragraph 15 the committee says that “the High Court 
inherited from its predecessors the custom of closing for a period at 
the time of the Durga Puja and for the first few years the vacation 
varied from six to eight weeks. In addition, the Judges transferred 
from the old courts brought with them the right to privilege leave, 
or occasional leave on full pay for a month a year which might be 
accumulated up to three months.** Sir, such a thing as privilege 
leave, I may add, is unknown to the Judges in England. The condi- 
tions of life have altered greatly since 1862, and as I have said, the 
amenities of life have improved; facilities for travel between England 
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and India liave greatly increased and at present one can reack London 
jn 14 days from Bombay. Then there are air mail services : ordinary 
air mail takes 6 days to reach London and Dutch air mail takes days. 
So as the length of transit from England to India and back is xnuah less 
now and so there is no reason why the length of vacation should not 
be curtailed., As we all know, Sir, in England the length of long 
vacation has been reduced by 11 days in order to increase the number 
of working days, and I do not see any reason why this should not be 
done here. 

I find from the Civil List that there are 19 Judges, 15 permanent 
Judges and four additional Judges. AVe are told that there is a 
proposal for having another extra Judge so as to have the full com- 
plement allowed under the old Government of India Act. The jnoposal 
that I make would enable the Court to have moie working days and 
there would not be any ne(‘e.ssity for having another Judge. 

Then, again, there is the projwsal of the High (>ourt Retrenchment 
Committee of 192d, that there should be Saturday sittings on the 
Original Side of the Oourt to deal with unopposed matters and 
undefended cases. In paragKij))! 2o of their re])ort they sa\ that this 
was the practice on one Original Side Court in the past and that i§ 
even now resort e<l to.’’ 1 am told by a senior member of the Bar that 

up to 1895 there were regular Saturday sittings, that this was the 
practice in the Original Side, and even now on occasions this practice 
is resorted to. In this matter the Retrenchment Committee took the 
opinion of the Bar which had no objection if the Hon’ble Judges 
thought fit to have one court sitting for three hours on Saturdays to 
dispose of unopposed motions and undefended (uses. The Secretary 
of the Incorporated Law' Society was also consulted and he said : — 

“My Council suggest that with a view- to increase the numljer of 
working days, tlie court may be invited to sit on Saturdays up to 2 p.m.“ 

I, Sir, do not think there is any need for the appointment of addi- 
tional Judges if the number of w'orking days is increased as I hav^^ 
suggested above. 


Tim Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: Mr. Bose knows 
▼ary well that in the matter of holidays the Chief Justice and the 
Judges of the High Court have the last word. We exercise no sort of 
control over them. We cannot put any pressure upon them. Holidays 
have been prescribed by rules which are to be found in Chapter III of 
the Rules of the Original Side of the« High Court. These rulel*have 
been framed by the Chief Justice and Judges. All we can do is to 
forward my friend’s suggestions to the High Court for their 
eonaideration. 
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Mr. 8. M. BOSE: I beg to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: May I have your permission to 
move motions Nos. 373 and 379, which stand against my napae, together? 
They are akin. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you may do that. 

Mr. NAREDNRA KUMAR BA8U: I beg to move that the demand 
of Its. 09,400 under the head “24A — High Court — Side- 
Registrar” be reduced by Rs. 100 (paper books and Paper Book 
Department). 

Also I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,10,000 under the head 
^*24A — High Court” be reduced by Rs. 100 (High Court Rules). 

Sir, with regard to the paper books and the Paper Book Department, 
the House will remember that I have been bringing up this matter 
before the House ever since the rules w'ere first promulgated in 1933. 
Since then the matter has been figitated in this House not only by 
myself but by other Advocates of the High Court who happen to be 
members of this Council. In 1933, the Government reply was that 
this was a matter which concerned the Judges and the Bar and if the 
matter was placed before the Judges by the Bar Association, the matter 
might be reme<lied. In 1934, it was stated in the Government reply 
that the rules which had been promulgated had not been given long 
enough trial and the matter might wait. In 1935, on the 22nd of 
Marcli to be precise, when this matter was again brought up, the 
Hou’ble Sir B. L. Mitter, on behalf of Government, after hearing the 
discussion, said that it appeared to him that there w^as a (‘ase to examine, 
and he said : “I can promise that I shall take early opportunity, of 
taking tlie matter up wdth the Chief Justice at an early date.” I 
not know whether the Hon’ble Member has had time to take the 
matter up since then and with what result. But I shall give the 
Cbuncil as also to the Hon’ble Sir B. L. Mitter some ideas of the 
Bubsequent developments that have taken place in this matter. The 
draft rules on chapter IX of the Paper Book Rules were sent out to 
the Association 10 days before the discussion in the Ijegislative Council, 
that is to say, on the 12th of March. The opinion of the Bar Associa- 
tion w^as sought on it and that opinion was sent on the 15th of May, 
1936. The Bar Aswsociation heard nothing further for some time and 
from the complaints received from the litigant public it became 
appaient to tlie Bar Association, that the best way would be to suggeit 
that in the case of second appeals at least there should be no paper 
book at all. I shall make that position clear presently. However, <m 
the 28th of Juna» 1935, the Bar Association sent a letter to the 
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Registrar of the High Court giving it as their deliberate opinion that 
paper books in second appeals were unnecessary. They also suggested 
that as in the case of first or regular appeals a coiumittee had been 
appointed by the Government of India on the intercession of the Vakils’ 
Library, as it *then was, consisting of Judges and the Vakils, to go 
into the question of paper books in fii-st appeals, if the court thought 
fit, in the case of the second appeal, a similar committee might be 
appointed. vSir, no reply to this was receivtnl up till the High Court 
closed on the ‘lOth August. On the Ititli of September, Ib'io, when the 
court was closed, a copy of tJie rules whudi were being juoniulgated 
with effect from the 28th of August was sent to the Har Asxiciation 
without any referenc'e to, or notice being taken of, tlie letter of the 28th 
of June. I would take the rules one by one, and in the meantime I <‘an 
tell the House that by rule 8 of these new rules a number of new 
impositiotts were made upon the litigants. The High Court reopene<l 
in the second or third week of November and on the 18th November the 
Bar Association sent another appeal for relaxation of the rules till 
they had been further examined by the Association. This was (‘urtly 
and unceremoniously refused on the 28th of November. And on that 
same date, a big volume was sent to the Association, containing a 
revision of all the rules of the Appellate Side of the High Court, 
excepting the paper book lulea, and the AssO('iation was aske<l to send 
in its views by the 9th l)e(*ember — 10 days later. I shall presently 
show’, Sir, that this lamk contained many new rules and changes. On the 
drd December, the Bar Association a.sked for time till at least the 
middle of January to give their considered opinion as the draft was a 
big one and there were many and very important changes in it. On 
the 5th of December it was refused. That is, Sir, how the position 
stands at the present moment. As I have said, these rules are making 
a great deal of inroad on the purse of the litigants and fees are being 
charged for things which are absolutely unnecessary. As 1 iminted 
out last year, so far as the secoud appeals are concerned, the paj)er 
books *which are now being prepaied in the Court's office aie mostly 
wretched, which very few people can read, and then they recpiire any 
number of corrections. The House will be surprised to hear that in 
second appeals filed in November, 19d4 — November, 1985, ta whicli 
numbers have been assigned as of 1985 — the paper books hav»‘ ijjpt yet 
been made ready by the High Court office — not yet, Sir. We are to-day 
on the 19th of March, 1980, and even though certified copies and a 
fee of Rs. 10 have been paid in each ca.se, these paper books which are 
mere copies of the certified copies are not prepared. You can very 
well understand, Sir, the difficulty of a litigant; he does not know in 
March, 1936, whether the appeal will be admitted or not ; he does not 
know how he can move for stay of execution. That is the sort of thing 
that has been going on. What is the I’eason for this? The reason is 
that the Paper Book Department must be kept up. Sir, I will not tire 



264 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. [19th Mar., 

the patience of this House by giving the history of the Paper Book 
Department which .has come into existence, it is said, on a temporary* 
measure for some time now. But it seems to me that the attempt of 
the High Court is that the Paper Book Department must be maintained, 
and in order to do that, what do they do? They charge any number 
of new fees. For example, if the House will turn to page 18 of the 
new' rules which begin by saying that the applications to the High 
Court must be made with a court-fee stamp of Rs. 2 in the matters 
mentioned in the schedule; it will be found specific applications 
verified or unverified 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: May I ask my 

hon’ble friend what reference he is giving? 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir B. L. Mitter is, perhaps, 
looking into the Lower Court Rules. I am giving reference to the High 
Court Rules. I will deal with the lx)wer Court Rules presently; they 
are still worse. 

Sir, you will find that of the 80 items mentioned here in which Rs. 2 
stamp is necessary, there are such things as revision of lists by 
appellants or respondents, filling of lists by respondents — things like 
that have got to be supported by application with Rs. 2 stamp and 
sometimes verfied by stamp of another Rs. 2. That is the sort of thing 
that is being done in order to make the Paper Book Department go on 
and in order, if I may say so, that even my esteemed friend, Sir John 
Woodhead may be hoodwinked. Then, Sir, you will also find at 
page 111 another long list of fees on applications made in leepect of 
following matters and such fees should be paid by means of court-fee 
application — searches, asking for inspection of records and things of 
that nature. 

My submission is, Sir, that so far as these High Court Rules are 
concerned, with regard to Appellate Side or with regard to subordinate 
courts, the authority in the High Court is very definite under 
section 107 of tlie Government of India Act. That section saya: “Each 
of the High Courts has superintendence over all courts for the time 
being, subject to its Appellate Jurisdiction, and may do any of the 

following things, that is to say [I shall not read (a) and (b)] (c) 

make and issue general rules and prescribe forms for regulating th# 

practice and proceedings of such courts provided that such rules, 

forms and tabjfes shall not be inconsistent with the provisions of any 
law for the time being in force and shall require the previous approval 
in the case of the High Court at Calcutta, of the Governor General in 
Council, and in other cases of the liocal Government.” 

I should like to know whether the previous sanction of the Governor 
General has been taken either to the rules or to the rules and circular 
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orders contained in this column to which I shall presently refer. There 
» another authority in the Civil Procedure Cbde for these rulet, 
section 122, 1 believe, which says: “High Courts established uiuler 
the Indian High Courts Act, or the Governn ent of India Act, 

1915, and the Chief Court of Oudh may from time to time, after 
previous publication, make rules regulating their own procedure and 
the procedure of the civil courts subject to their superintendence and 
may by such rules annul, alter or add to all or any of the rules in the 
first schedule.’’ I should like to know whether this procedure for 
previous publication has been followed in these cases, and T should also 
like to know’ wdiether in the case ot ('ivil Rules ami Orders for the 
guidance of Subordinate Courts, the provision of section 1 lM>, Civil 
Procedure Cbde, which says that “rules made under the foregoing 
provision shall be subject to the previous approval of the following 
authorities, namely, (a) if the rule is made by a High Court established 
under the Indian High Courts A(‘t, 18(11, (►r tlie Oovernmejit of India 
Act, 1915, to the approval of the authority prescribed by the proviso 
to section 107 of the latter Act for rules made under that section; (b) 
if the rule is made by any other High Court, to the approval of the 
Ivocal Government,” whetlier that has been follow'ed. 

When I told the House last year that fhe paper iiooks in the High 
Court’s offices are not jirepared from tlie records but from the certified 
copies, hon’ble members were taken aback and they would not readily 
believe that statement to be correct. Well, only to-day a gentleman 
whom I do not know but who was a litigant in the High Court sent 
me a paper book of a case which has been disposed of together with a 
copy of a letter addressed to the Registrar of the High Court in which 
he says tllat In the printed paper book — it was printed at the Bengal 
Government Press and I am sure there could not have been this mistako 
there as the Bengal Government l^ress is not capable of making this 
mistake — five important lines which went to the root of the case were 
omitted. As a matter of fact, the man says in bis application to the 
Registrar — he was an appellant — that in the certified copy these lines 
w*ere absent. Therefore, he instructed his legal advisers to file an 
appeal an(f his legal advisers did it. If these lines liad been there, an 
appeal would not have been made to the High Court due absolutely 1o 
the finding of facts which would conclude the appeal. The man says 
that it was first discovered w'hen the case w'as before the bench of the 
Judges for hearing and the respondent’s Advocate found it out. Theie- 
upon, the appellant lost no time in having the appeal dismissed and 
withdrew it. He writes to the Registrar to say that the consequent loss 
(he gives an estimate) comes to Bs. 8,0(Kl and he asks the Registrar— 
Who is going to be responsible for this loss? No reply has been sent 
to him. I have already said that since the paper books have been 
typewritten mistakes ar| numerous. I showed the House last year some 
copies. I have not brought one this year; but ap^ from the mistakes, 
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does it stand to reason that the people who will be made to pay Rb^ 10 
for typewritten copies of something which they could have got for Rs. 4 
or Rs. 5 at the time when they file their appeals? These litigant! 
have got to pay now Rs. 10 for the privilege of having typed c«py of 
the things more than 18 months after the filing *of the appeal! I 
submit that this is unjustified. My time is running short. I shall 
take up the mufassal rules. The High Court has been pleased to issue 
three volumes — one Civil Rules and Orders for the guidance of Civil 
Courts and Officers subordinate to the High Court (two volumes), and 
the other one called Manual of Practical Instruction for the Conduct 
of C’^vil Cases. If there were time, I would ask all the hon^ble 
members of this House and all the Hon'ble Members of Government to 
read in full the preface of this inestimable publication; the Manual of 
Practical Instructions for the conduct of Civil Cases seems to me to be 
a resume, and badly written at that, of the Civil Procedure Code, and 
one of the most w'onderful things wdiich I just got hold of before I 
came here. I will ask the Hon’ble Sir Brojendra Tjal Mitter to kindly 
pay attention to this. 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER ! I am all attention. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: It is stated therein: Presid- 
ing Judges should try to persuade pailies and their pleaders to make 
proper admissions and make full use of the provisions of the law* relating 
to discovery, admission, iuterr(»gatories and inspection. In suitable cases 
tliey should themselves take the initiative as regards the intrmiuction 

.and application of these rules parties and their pleaders should 

be invited to admit as many as possible of the documents on which the 
plaintifi and the defendant rely for the purpose of the suit.” This is 
the sort of thing that is issued at the ratepayer’s expense by the High 
Court for the delectation of the subordinate judiciary in the province — 
men who have passed the B. L. Examination on the Civil 
Procedure Code and been in practice for some time and then been 
administering justice; and I may say in passing that the subordinate 
judiciary of this province, at least the Judicial Branch of the Bengal 
Civil Service, as it is now called, consist of estimable, beard-working, 
intelligent and capable men and that has been acknowledged times 
without number in the Privy Council, and the High Court sits and 
delivers a lecture on them, and that is the High Court of which it is 
said — I do not say that the story is well authenticated, but there is a 
story current in the Bar Libraries throughout India that nowadays 
when a case comes up to the Judicial Committee from the Bengal 
High Court the respondent is asked to begin. However, this Manual 
of Instructions in the preface to which I have referred says: This is 
merely a Manual, probably first of its kind ^ appear. It owes its 
origin to the inability of many of the presiding Judges to apply, even 
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the case of more than six years, the provision of General l.etter 
Mo. 2 of 1928 which deals with the eondurt of the judicial officers 
Jfegardinj? adjournment". The inability of the subordinate Judges and 
Munsiis to understand has led to the issue of this volume not under 
the authority of the Hi|^h (\>urt, mind you, but by tlie Kegistrar. It 
does not say anywhere that these are rules ma<le by tlie Ili^di Court in 
any of the (‘apacdties that I mentioned to you. It al.so ^oes on to 
say: “By leference to it the piesidin^ otticers will, it is 

hoped, find an useful guide to the solution of the more 
common difficulties with which they are almost dail\ confronted, 
while inspecting* officers will be provided with some indication 
of the points, they should look out for in te>ting the ability of their 
subordinate otlicer> to conduct tht‘ moii' comph‘X ('ontested cases with 
diligeme and despatih without doing violence to the ordinary 
princi])h‘s ot fairness and justice to all the paities concerned,’ 
Anything more insulting to tin* subordinal<‘ )udiciar\ of the proviiu'e 
could not he conceived. That i-^ not all. d'In* High ('ourt has issued 
two \olumcs (d the C)\il I{ule-> and Oideis. 1 hold the first volunu* in 
my fiand and the seiond \oiume is the M)lumt‘ of forms. There also 

one does not know which of these lules are made by tin* High Court 

under the Civil Broceduie ('ode or th(‘ Government of India Act and 
whifh of these aii‘ meiely words of caution and whicli of thes(‘ are 
advices. Volume I is signed by Mr. N. L. Ilindley, tin* Registrar of 
th«‘ High ('out I. ami ifr. S. ('. Sarkar, tlie Special Officer. Mr. Ilindley'^ 
gives the ciedit to Mr. Sarkar for ever\ thing that ajiiiears in this 
book and Mr. Sarkar says that he is indebted to Mr. Ilindley for being 
able to produce this book. Mr. Ilindley says that this edition has 
been jirepaied under the svipervision of the Hon’ble ^Ir. Justice li. E. 
Jack. It does not show at all anywhere that it has passed through 

the High ('ourt — 1 mean the full couit — and that the sanction of the 

Government of India has been taken, oi* that tlieie was previous 
publication, nothing of the sort, and for the enlightennnuit and 
delectation ot the House I shall just read one or two of the.se rules. 
Here also new fees are (barged as you have heard and every one of 
you has heard that in the rule.s there is su.spicion and (listruflt not only 
of the lawyers, not only of the litigant public, but also of their own 
officers. Many of you might have seen that one of the rules when it 
was brought to the Judicial consideration of the High Court was held 
to be vltra rtres. I sliall not take up at the present moment the case 
of my own profession, I shall just deal w’ith some of the rules relating 
to others. For example, some of the rules breathe absolute mifltrust 
and suspicion regarding judicial officers. For example, the House wdll 
see the form for subrnis'.ion to the High Coui» of confidential reports 
regarding Muiisifs and Subordinate Judges. This is given on 
page 365, Volume I as Appendix Form No. (M) 8. In this form 
appears a most remarkable thing, that is Schedule No. 8-— ^Tlemarka 
17 
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as to character or reputation”. The District Judge is to give confiden- 
tial report regarding the reputation of a Subordinate Judge, that is 
to say, the District Judge is to have either a Criminal Investigation 
Department or to carr>^ out the enquiry with regard to the general 
reputation of one of his officers himself. That is also illustrated 
in the case of the officers and the staff. There also it is stated that 
tho District Judge shall get reports about the reputation of all his 
officers and in order that this may be efficiently done from the point 
of view of espionage, it has been provided that this is to be done so 
far as the ministerial officers are concerned not by the sheriHodar or by 
any of the superior officers but by a young, energetic and enterprising 
clerk. Then rule 1101 on page 4*% is very precious. The rule says: — 

“The High ('ourt have had complaints from time to time that the 
practical work of in^ijection is generally left to the sherisUidar of the 
District Judge. Inspection being the most important part of super- 
vision and occasions for inspection being few and far between, the 
time spent on inspection is never wasted or ill-spent. The High Court, 
therefore, desire it to he clearly understood that the opportunity 
presented at the time of periodical inspection of personally acquainting 
himself with the manner in which business of all kinds is conducted 
in each of the suliordinate (‘ourts should be fully availed of by the 
District Judge and the work under the three heads above should be 
done by the Judge himself. If extraneous help be indispensable on 
any occasion, which should be rare, the District Judge may take the 
ussistaiice of a ministerial officer, preferably not his shenstadar but 
an intelligent and less senior clerk from any office at district head- 
quarters or from the offices under inspection, for the purpose of 
collecting materials from registers, account books, etc., which should 
be verified by the District Judge himself before drawing up his inspec- 
tion notes. A different ministerial officer should be employed each 
time and such officer should not be sent in .advance, nor should he 
remain at any station after the District Judge has left it. If the 
assistance of any ministerial officer has to be taken, it should be confined 
within clearly defined limits, c./;.. checking totals, stocks, details of 
clerical work, etc., and should be restiicted only to office work done 
by ministerial oflicers of the establishment. He must not look into 
the diary, order-sheet, records of cases, etc., nor must he offer any 
remark connected with judicial work, judicial procedure or judicial 
administration. The name and office of the ministerial officer whose 
assistance is taken should always be stated in the letter sent with the 
inspection report.” 

Then at page 419, Rule 1049 says: — 

The District Judge shall place each of the common departments 
like accounts, nazarat^ copying, etc,, in the immediate charge of a 
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separate judicial officer. Such officers need not ordinarily be Subordi- 
^ nate Judges at the district headquarters or the senior Munsifs at 
outstafions. It is desirable that Subordinate Judges who are 
engaged in more important work should not have their time for 
judicial work curtailed by such a charge. The selection, whether at the 
district headquarters or at outlying stations, is to be made by the 
District Judge fi'om among the younger and more energetic and 
enterprising Munsifs uho take an active interest in administrative work 
and rules of procedure." 

What does it mean, if it does not mean that one Munsif at each 
station must act as a spy of the District Judge A n I have said, these 
rules, which are really formulated a<‘cording to law, Ninack of suspicion 
ami distrust not only of the litigant public \iho are debarred from 
entering into the court premises, not only of the Bar with whose help 
the courts have to administer justice, but also of the subordinate 
judiciary. I shall like to know what is the meaning of the issue of 
these regulatioiiNy Do the High (’oiirt Judges really think that because 
they are a class of public servants wlio have been entrusted by His 
Majesty the King with administering justice that they can be autocrats? 

(At this stage the member having reached his time-limit w'as 
permitted two minutes to conclude his speech.) 

I know that the judicial acts of the High Court Judges are not to 
be criticised. T am not dealing with their jiidicial acts at all. But 
so far as their administrative acts are concerned, I have given the 
House some illustration, and I submit that if administration of justice 
depends on the mutual faith between the Bar and the Bench, between 
the litigants and the Bench, then administration of justice is suffering 
in the provinct*, and I shall end by a solemn worrl of warning that 
history may repeat itself and an address to Ilis Majesty at whose 
pleasure all these Judges hold their tenure of office may follow if they 
continue to exasperate the Bar and the litigant public of the province. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Mr. Basu has 
placed before the House the views partly of the mufassul Bars. Sf) it 
only remains for me to phu*e certain other facts before the House which 
will go to support all the arguments that have already been used. Since 
these rules have been promulgated the general feeling of the litigant 
public is that all facilitie.s for obtaining justice have ceased. That is 
the feeling not only of the litigants, but also of the judicial officers about 
whom a very well-merited certificate has just been given by one who 
represents to all intents and purposes the entire l>ody of legal opinion 
in Bengal. I would add that these rules not only show that there is 
distrust of lawyers, litigants and even of the judicial officers, but sonie- 
thing more*. There is evident an anxiety on the part of tha framers 
of the rules to increase revenues from administration of Justice. The 
High Court to this extent appears to be working practically as if it 
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were a department of the executive Govern merit for the purpose of 
increasing* the revenues t(» help the Government in their present finan-* 
oial pliglit. As regards the rules wliich operate to raise revenues, I 
will refer to rule 22 that deals with the filing of applications. We have 
always lieeii filing applications before courts lor various puri>oses and 
this rule 22, without which justice has so long been administered and 
administered very satisfactorily since the courts came into existence, 
lays down that any aiiplications or other legal document presented to 
a civil couil must be supported by an afhdavit or should be verified. 
’Why should it be so? In many cases it so liapj>pns tliat the party to save 
cNpimse writes a letter to thp j)leader asking him to file aii application, 
and if there is any inaccurate statement in it tlie lawyer holds him- 
self responsible foi‘ tliat ami he (‘an be punished. AW kimw that punish- 
ments may Iw meted out to the lawyers nowadays for even slight 
omissions and commission. Then there is aiiothej- rule, rule -"Id. which 
says that written statements and petitions in suits or cases fixed for 
the day must be filed at the latest witliin fifteim minutes of the IIthc 
fixed for the sitting of the court, and petitions and documents presented 
after the prescribed hour Nliall not lie accepted unless gmod cau.se is 
shown foi (he delay by aftida\it. Now, Sir, the time ^^ithIn which all 
appll(Mit ions niu.st Ik* filed is theretore 11-15 a.m. It is well known 
that in mufassal areas, parlieulaily in those areas v luo-e the means 
of eoiiiiminieation are deficient, it is not iio^sihle toj' the clients to turn 
Up within the jireserihed time, and if the rule is rigorou.sly insisted on, 
then almost eveiy date tli(‘ party will have to incur the cost of an 
affidavit. In this connection, T should Iik(‘ to jioint out that it was 
ordered hy the High (’ourl sometime hack that the iiiutassal courts must 
sit at lO-dO a.m., and tlie rule had to he withdrawn hr the High Court 
because it was found impracticable for the niuta.s.sul courts to begin uorli 
at. that time, ^o^\, Sir, I come to another inile, rule 240, whicdi is very 
important and which has been commented on in various (quarters and 
particularly by the ('alcutta Weekly Notes. Rule 240 requires that 
w’hen a (b'cree-holder is to bid in a (*ertaiii auction, he lias got to swear 
an affidavit to the efl'w't that his hidding will be advantageous. The 
rule does not say for whom it is to be advantageous. I do not like 
to use strong language, but feel bound to say as a lawyer that this is 
a rule which is based neither on reason nor common-sense. It is 
required that all such affidavits must be sworn before the 
swearing officer before 12 o’clock. The sales are held at 

2 j).m. ftnd how is a decree-holder to know at 12 noon that 
his hidding >nll l>e advantageous and unless lie becomes a 
bidder, it will be disadvantageous, to the judgment-debtor. The 
bidder eaunot know within 12 noon what other bidders will turn 
up during sale, yet he has got to file an affidavit. The ordinary 
inference is that whenever a decree -holder is bidding, the judgment- 
debtor gets an advantage, because his bidding will stimulate the price 
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and bidding* by others. Nol)ody knows why this rule came to be framed 
•if not for raising revenne. If it was not for that purpose, I do not 
undersfand why tliis rule \u\< betm pixmiulgated at all. 

Mft PRESIDENT: Mr. llay (’liowdhurv, I do not object to your 
saying that these rules were not properly Irained or that they are not 
necessary, but I am compelled to say that there was no justification 
for you to state that they weie framed at the instigation of the execu- 
tive (io\ernment or to help them. 


Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir. I did not 

say that thes<‘ lules liave beeti trained at the instigation (tf the execu- 
ti\e ( to\ eminent, but it i'^ s!inj)l\ an inf»*ienee uhith I submit I am 
entitled to iliau when 1 tind tin* lules fianied in this way. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Did \on not (oimect the e\ecnti\e Government 
With thos,. Idles ni >.i\ th.it intlue»i((‘ was <‘\en i>ed by them on tlio 
Ih^h Codit in eon iie( I ion tloiewithy 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: .Ml ripht. I shnll 

leave that iiiatlei, Sii . hut 1 .tin not (onne<-ting the exi'cutive (lovern- 
ment with the High Couit. 1 was simply trying to diaw an inlerence. 
Kvtui th(‘ adni in 1st ration ot icsiiee ie(|Uties some (‘X|a*iHl)luie, undoubl- 
edlv. If. as a matter ol iaet, the admin ist rjit ton of justic(‘ ennnot ])ay 
its wav. in that easetheie is soim* jnst ilicat ion jor making a lev.v. As a 
matter <d fact, we have budgeted for an ex|a*nditure of Rs, !)(» lakhs, 
whereas the revioiue fiom tliii soune is to the tune of something like 2 
crore^ tind odil lakhs of lujiees, 1 hat .shows a large balance left niter 
meeting the exjienditure on the adniiu ist rat mn of jusliie. Therefore, 
there is no ease to inipo.se any further lew on the litigants, v\ho, what 
with the increase in eouit-tees and what with the increase in senreli fees, 
already find it veiv bard t4i get justice, and rightly did my esteemed 
friend Dr. Naresh (Miaiidra Sen (iu]ita .say the other day that as a matter 
of fact, jnstne was being sobl at the present moment whii h was imt tho 
case before. 1 he reply we got was that there was no obligatmn on the 
poit of tlu* ( roviTiiiiieiit to spend all the K'ctupts niidei a jiarticniar head 
excinsivady on that head. It inav not be so. Sir, but there ought to be a 
sense of proportion. You <annot go on imjiosing a levy in this way. 
Furthermore, I think that one of the fundamental functions of (fov*- 
ernment is to mete out justice money or no money. We know the very, 
vei*y old story*, and perhaps it will not suffer by repetition 

Mft PRESIDENT: Are we discussing this matter at all. Please 
do not forget that we are discussing the rules. 
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Babu SATiSH CHANDRA RAY CHOWOHURYs There aro other 
rules which breathe absolute distrust of lawyers. Of course, Mr. Basu ' 
has very tactfully left out the question of lawyers, but I submit that, 
representing as I do the mufassal lawyers, who are a very important 
limb of tlie adiiiiiiistration of justice, I cannot altogether pass that over. 
In the case of execution of rakalatnanuis no case of gross abuse has 
come to light up till now. But under the present rules, it is now re- 
quired that the execution of vakalafnarrias must be attested by two 
witnesses and, furthermore, in case the party is illiterate, there must 
be the (?) thumb-impression with printer's ink. I submit, Sir, that 
this shows an absolute ignorance of the conditions in the mufassal 
which has led to the framing of these rules, in spite of the fact that 
one judicial officer with mufassal experience — Mr. Sarkar — was there 
to help the Registrar. I can very well say, and say without fear of 
challenge, that there are hardly any villages where printei’s ink is 
available. If the finger-print is to be taken with j)rinter'8 ink, then 
I submit that it would be extremely ditlicuH if not imj)()ssible to 8e( ure 
the execution of the vakalafvarna in many cases, and this difficulty is 
aggravated by the further condition of two persons lieing reejuired to 
attest. I submit there is no reason why this stringent rule should be 
there. As regards tlie ex(‘cu(ion (d ntkulat mi nws ])v the clients, the 
luwjeiH do take a good deal of prt‘caution and tliey try to ensure that no 
abuse can creep in or any false personification takes place. If there are 
one or (wo v(M’v rare cases ot abuse, it is not tlie lawyer’s fault, and it 
will continue under any circumstances. This is one inst.ince, Sii-, in 
^vhich I find distrust of lawyers disjilayed glaringly in the rules. 
Sir, lawyers are iMiijiowiu’cd by raknlatmiimis to take all rei'.eipts of 
money on behalf of their clients. Still, a new rule lays down that the 
decretal amounts dep(»Nit(‘d in the courts are to be sent to the partie.s 
by money ordei-.s. 'riien, again, by rule 10d4 not only are the clerks 
of the lawyers but lawyers themselves are exiluded from entering the 
court offices. Tlie wording of the rule 975 regarding clerks is vague. 

I he rule says; “ they shall have acce.ss to tlie officers,” but there 

js a footnote down below whi( h states that “access” means not “ap- 
proach to,” hut does not authorise a registered clerk to go inside 
the ofliee of any court. If there is not to be any entry in the office- 
room, how is acce.ss or aj»proa( h to an officer to be possible. Is he to 
Bbout trom under the banyan tree to the officers in the rooms? Sir, 
tho lawyers too have lx‘en regarded as “offieers” of the court, and they 
have in many cases a greater responsibility tlian even the paid officei-s. 

Jf tlH‘> are not allowed occasionally, and for good rea.sons, to enter 
the olheo for the puri)ose of making enquiries— if they are to be com- 
pletel.v distrusted in tins wa.v-I am afraid that the whole administra- 
tion of .justice will tumble down some day or other, because the whole 
fabric IS maintained with the assistance of lawyers and with their co- 
operation. It may be ‘^aid tliat there is corrujdion, I do not deny that 
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there is corruption here and there. But is there any justification why, 
iu order to uproot corruption, you should uproot all essential pans of 
the machine? Are not the lawyers the persons who are most inter- 
ested in keeping the administration of justice undefiled and pure? 
In this connection I am tempted to quote the famous expression “a sad 
cure — to be no more.” 1 submit. Sir, that the restrictions w’hich have 
been unnecessarily imp(»sed on the lawyers will take away tlieir en- 
thusiain and may rather dispose them not to extend their willinpc co- 
operation in putting a stop to cornipti(»n. I think they have at least 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit had to 
resume his seat.) 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY delixercd a s])ee('h in Bengali, 
the following being an Kllgll^b translation: — 

Sir, T would like to discuss the disadvantage.s that we the litigant 
public have been siiflering from under certain new rules framed by 
the llon'ble High (’ourt. 

Firstly, I take up the (piestion of printing costs. In the High 
Court cases are decide<l by means of what are called paper books. If 
the value of a suit is below Its. oO, no paper book is required to be 
printed. But tins system is more to the advantage of bigger litigants 
than to smaller ones. Thus, for example, a man actuated by the 
motive of taking j)()ssession of properties worth ab«>ut a lakh of rupees 
or so may e.scape the costs for paper ])ooks by taking just a small 
slice of the property valued at less than Its. oO and starling a suit 
thereon, wdiereas a poor man who has got to file an npj)eal in connec- 
tion with a suit over a piece of land worth Its. 100 will be debarred 
from doing so until he bus deposited the necessary printing costs. 
I, therefore, re(juest the non*l)le High (’ourt as well as the Ooverii- 
ineiit to grunt exemption ol ]»ririting costs in all those cases which are 
valued up to a iiiaxiniuin of It.s. 1,000 nn<l which come under the 
jurisdiction of a Munsif ('ourt. 

Secondly, up to JOlO, in the ca.NC of khas apj)pals, the aj)pcllani 
was required in the lir>t in.stance to pa> Its. 7-8 as tor printing costs 
and if the ap]>eal was admitted another Its. 7-8 used to be charged 
from the res])ondeiJt, and in case the apj>eal was disallow oil, the j)re- 
vious amount of Us. 7-8 used to be refunded. I’be j)aper book that 
used to be prei)ared with these Us. lo cfintuined the plaint, the 
written statement, (he judgments of the original (’ourt and the 
Lower Appellate ( (»urt and the grrmnds for the appeal filed in the 
High Court. Several coj)ies of this paper book used to be supplied to 
the parties. • But from after 1910 certain cliange.s took place and an 
amount of Us. lo began to be charged from the appellant. But the 
plaint and the written statement were omitted from the paper book, 
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vith the result that an appeal had to be decided on the judgments of 
the Lower Courts, which might or might not contain any reference 
to the main issues of the case. 

Thirdly, in 1930 further changes were made requiring the 
appellant to pay Ks. lo and the respondent Rs. 7-8 towards the cost 
of paper books. 

At present the sum of Rs. 10 is charged from the appellant 
making khas appeals and Rs. 5 from the respondent. But if the 
appeal is not admitted, no refund is made to the appellant. But at 
the same time no paper book is printed with the said money, but only 
badly typed copies are suiiplied instead. Besides, an additional 
amount of Rs. 5 is charged for the purpose when there is a guardian 
appearing on behalf of any of the parties. 

The freedom of the High Court has been daily increasing with the 
result that there has been in evidence greater laxity. A resolution for 
a recess of prayer from 12-30 p.m. to 2 j).m. on Fridays was passed 
by this Council and duly gazetted. Rut the Hon’ble High Court has 
failed to carry it out in their own case as also in the case of the Lower 
Courts. There have been other lapses on the fiart of the Hon’ble 
High ('ourt. For instance, appeals filed in 1934 have not yet been 
heard and disposed of. Meanwhile, the aj)j>ellauts are put in difficult 
positions on account of the undue advantages taken of the Lower 
Court decrees which might be reversed by the High Court. If the 
aggrieved parties w^ant to have their appeals and other matters dis- 
posed of at aji early date, they will in that case have to deposit a 
special fee for printing costs and get the papers ready, wdiile the 
amount already deposited by them in accordance with the usual pro- 
cedure will in no circumstances be returned to them. Moreover, the 
new rule framed by the Hon’ hie High (’ourt for hearing petitions for 
adjournment adds further to the burden of the litigants. Formerly, 
prayers for time used to be made orally by the advocates on behalf of 
their clients, but under the present rule a court-fee of Rs. 2, a cost of 
Rs. 2 for an affidavit and a contingent expenditure of Rs. 4 or Rs. 5 
are necessary before a formal petition for time may he put in. 

Fourthly, if briefed for cases valued above Rs. 5,000, the advocates 
of both parties used formerly to select matters for printing, hut now 
no choice is left with the advocates to exercise their owui discretion 
in this respect. All the papers, important or unimportant, connected 
wdth a Sadar Appeal are required to be printed and the litigants have 
to pay a large amount by way of printing costs. In most cases this 
rule deters the litigant public from seeking justice before the Hon’ble 
High Court. 

Fifthly, in suits below Rs. 10,000 in value, it is the advocates who 
prepare the paper books, but in regard to suits above Rs. 10,000 in 
value the paper books are prepared in the offices of the Hon’ble High 



1936i3 . DEMANDS FOR GRANTS*. m 

Court, The latter procedure involves much delay and heavy costs. 
.It is therefore preferable that in the latter instance, too, the 
advocates should be permitted to prepare paper books. 

Lastly, the Hon’ble High Court has of late introduced a new rule 
in the Lower Courts. According to it, no pleader, pleader’s clerk, 
client or other persons are allowed to enter the otlices (»r record rooms 
of the Lower Courts for any information. In (‘ase any information is 
required, a formal ai)plication has to be made. This new procedure 
entails much greater costs than formerly and p\its the litigant public 
to endless inconvenience ainl troubles. 

I, therefore, suggest that a coTnmittee of representatives from 
the High (^ourt, (Toverninent and the publie be apjn>inted immediate- 
ly to lt)ok into the grievances of the litigant public and modify the 
rules injurious to their interests. 

Mfi 8ARAT KUMAR ROY: Sir, the Civil .liistice ('ojnmittoc had 
found the conduct of biisine'^s in (Uir law cfuiits viiisatisfactory and to 
pre\cnt malpiactiiM's \\ln<h weie nUher rampant there, they recom- 
mended tor a thorouirh change of the.se rules. And we all 
exi)e<*te«l a rhaiit;e tor the better, and ^^e bo})ed that the 
troubles of the litigant public' would come to an end. But, 
Sir, as bad luck \N<od(l have it, we are dlsapj)oinled. The 
(liaMa’'cs made* are no doubt veiv <‘omprehenHivc and radical 
in (haiattei. But I regret, a large numlHr of tbest* are far 
from .sal isfa( tfu y — sono* aie ev«*n fiivolous in nature, wliib* others are 
in a manner uuwiukable and, wljat is worse, they have augmented the 
troubles of the litigant public; they have thrown upon the litigant 
public iinneci'ssary rcspon'<ibililics and, lastly, they liave a tendency 
to augment the eost enoimously arrd for whuh there is hardly any 
justification. 

Sir, the short time at my disposal would not permit my oxamining 
these rules in detail, and als^j I (h> not think it ne('essary. So, Sir, just 
byway of illiistr*atif»ri, I shall briefly comment on some of them only. 

Sir, rule 2d provides that all interlineations, erasures, corrections, 
etc., in all pleadings or petitions filed heforc c<mrt.s shall not only he 
initialled by the party or Iris jileuder, but also by tire oflicer of the 
court who receives them. I put before the JIou.se to ron.sider whether 
it is practicable for tlie peshhir before whom all papers are filed to 
discharge his dutie.s according to the latter part of this rule. 

Rule 27 ref[uires all petition.s, etc., filed before the court, to be 
signed by the persons whir draft them. Rule 30 provides that all 
written statements, petition.s, etc,, intended for cases fixed for the day, 
must be filed within fifteen minutes from the time fixed for sitting of 
the court and for the explanation of any delay an affidavit Iras to be 
sworn. 
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^ ^ Buie 51 directs that no affidavit can be sworn after 12-30 p.m. 

Sir, these and such other rules unquestionably hamper the easy oon<* * 
duct of business of the court. 

Then, I come to illustrate another aspect of the situation created by 
the change. 

Rule 240 requires every application for leave to bid at a sale to be 
supported by an affidavit stating facts showing that an advantageous 
sale cannot be had otherwise. Evidently, the verj' object of the decree- 
holder in making such application is, to secure it. So the new procedure 
is cumbrous and adds to the costs of the suit unnecessarily. 

Then, Sir, I turn to rule 943, which provides that a pleader must 
make his application for renewal of his yearly certificate l)efore 15th 
November each year, although the law, 1 mean, section 7 of the liegal 
Practitioners Act, entitles the pleader to make such application at any 
time before his current certificate expires, that is to say, before the 31st 
December each year. TInquestionably, this rule is in conflict with the 
express provisions of the law enacted by the legislature. 

Then, Sir, besides this volume of rules, the total number of which 
exceeds eleven hundred, I understand confidential circulars are also 
sometimes issued and these bring forth further complications in the 
conduct of business. One such instance I l>eg to point out before I 
resume my seat. The pleaders’ clerks ore given licenses by the District 
Judge to discharge certain duties outlined in rule ft‘U> and yet, Sir, you 
will find written at the door of every offi(‘e — ‘Pleaders’ clerks are not 
allowed to enter inside.” Sir, what is the motive behind this? Do 
the framers of these rules think that by simj)ly prohibiting these clerks 
from going inside the rooms of the office, the malpractices would 
vanish? I submit, Sir, certainly not. If the recipient of an illegal 
gratification is eager to accept it and for the purjK)8e of extorting them 
they refuse to promptly dis<‘harge their duties, the parties to the misdeed 
may very conveniently meet outside such office-rooms. So, Sir, I sub- 
mit that rules like these cannot serve the real purpose. The mal- 
practices can only be removed by enlarging the facilities of the litigant 
public, by the i)residing officers of the court taking more active interest 
in the conduct of routine work of the court and thorough examinations 
at short intervals of their work, with a view to determine the despatch 
and ability they show in the di.scharge of their respective duties. 

Therefore, Sir, I think I have made out sufficiently that the new 
rules are not entirely satisfactory. Some of them badly need revision, 
and what I would urge most seriously is, that the High Court should 
take the piihlic into' their confidence while revising these rules or, at 
any rate, consider the practical suggestions from lawyers who act afl 
public agents as well as officers of the court. 

"VA itb these remarks I wholeheartedly support this motion. 
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MiMlvi ABUL QUASEMl I rise to wholehearted 8uppoi:t 

to the two motions moved by Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu and in doinar 
so, I shall confine myself to what is felt by people practising in the 
mufassal courts in regard to the Civil Rules and Orders of the Calcutta 
High Court promulgated for the guidance of civil courts «ud offices 
su^rdinate to the High Court. I refer to Volume No. 1. Most of 
the points which I wanted to touch have been touched by previous 
speakers, but I think there are certain rules in Volume 1 which require 
to be repeated in order that a special note may be taken of them by 
the Hon^ble Sir Brojendra I^al Mitter so that he may tiy hi.s level 
best to see that the grievances ventilated on the floor of the House are 
redressed. I refer fii*st of all to rule 10. It runs as follows: — 

“Plaints, memoranda of appeals, and original petitions must be 
presented during the court hours spet ified in rules 1'^) and 

And tlien there is an explanation which is as ftdlows : — 

‘H)riginal petition means a petition whereby any pro(‘eeding other 
than a suit or appeal or a proceeding in execution of a decrtn^ or order 
is instituted in a ('oiirt.” 

What I \^ant to emphasize is that here an cxec\ition ])etition is not 
classed as an original petition. The result is serious. The ordinary 
hours of work of a court have l)een fixed to be from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and if an execution petition were deemed to be an original petition 
it might Imj filed at any hour between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. But if 
it is not an original petition, it must perforce be filed by 12 a.m. at 
the latest. Rule -U) says: “Written stotements and petitions in suits 
or cases fixed for (he day must be filed at latest within 15 minutes 
of the time fixed for the sitting of the court in rule 1 (/) and 1 (S), 
and all other jietitions and documents hy sucli liour, not beyond 
12 noon, as may be fixed by the (hmri excejjt pa[)prs (bo o<ca8ion for 
the filing of which arises during the trial. I’etitions and documents 
presented after the jirescTibed hour shall not lie accepted unless good 
cause is shown for tlie delay by affidavit or otherwise as the court may 
direct.” An execution j)etition starts an original pnx'eediug. There 
is no reason which can debar an execution petition from being classed 
as an original petition. What led the framers of those rules not to 
class an execution petition as an original petition enabling it b> be 
filed at any time between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. passes my comprehen- 
sion. If it is not filed by 12 a.m. it cannot be filed at all (»n iliat 
day unless good cause is shown for the delay. This entails enormous 
hardship and possibly the danger of a petition being burred by 
limitation. Then as regards contested original suits, rule 28 says: “In 
contested original suits, no written statement, list of documents or 
application ^liich the .Judge may <'oiisider material, shall l>e filed unless 
copies thereof have been previously served on the pleader for each set 
of parties whose interests are not joint ” I would ask the 
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House to consider the pActieal difficulties involved. By 11-15 a.m. 
a petition must be filed; by 11-15 a.iu., the person who wants to file 
his petition must obtain an acknowledgment on the petition from \he 
other party's pleader that he has got a copy of it. In mufassal courts 
the pleader of the other party may not have any business on that 
'^particular day and may come to the court alter 11-15 a.m. If that 
hapi>eus — us it is very likely to hap])en — the petitioner is put. to a 
lot of difficulties unnecessarily. The time for filing might certainly 
bfj extended and in case of the ubseme of the other paity’s pleader 
from (;ourt, the copy should be allowed to be filed along with the 
original petition. Then, Sir, 1 shall refer to rule 240 which has 
already been jefeired t(» by Balm Satish (diandra Ray Chowdhury. 
Rule 240 Htfiys : “An application for leave to bid at the sale, under 
order 21, rule 72, shall be su])ported by an afiidavit setting out any 
facts showing that an advantageous salt* cHiinot utlierw’ise be had." 
Tlie language is very interesting. It is so vague tliat no intelligible 
ineaniTig cun be made out of it even by legal practitioners who have 
to deal with these mattcis. How can a decrei'-holdm* tell beforehand 
wdicthei* outside bidders will not come forwaid and otTer a Mitfieieiit 
pricei^ His saying anything to that <‘ftpct can only he a conjecture 
and a guess and a eonjeetuie is elevate<l to llu* rank of a eerta'nty 
if it is propjjcd up by oath. The ('uh utta ircc/7// .Yo/c.s', a noted Law 
Journal, lias said tliat tins rule can be inlcrpK'ted as having no other 
meaning than tliat Re. 1-12 has to be paid by the dei ree-holder for 
the privil(‘ge of bidding at the sale. There eaiinoi be any other 
meaning. The petition will cost 12 as. and the affidavit Re. 1, so 
Re. 1-12 is fixed us the price of the jirivilege. It would have lieen 
far Udter if it were simply reijuired that every uppliiation fur Iwive 
to liid at the sale sliould bear ci)Uit-tee <lani}) worth Re. 1-12. 
Re<|uireim‘nt of an oath to supjioit a cimjec tnial statement is simply 
to lo\ver tlie value of an oath and belittle its solemnity. 

(Here the (knuieil adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After Adjournment.) 

I would next refer to the very impoitant work which the pleaders 
have often to do, namely, inspection of records in pending cases, 
original as well as appeal. According to rule, onl> one hour during 
the day has Wn fixed for the inspection of records by the pleaders 
and it must be done on application with the permission of the 
prevsiding officer in the pi*e8ence of pinticular ilerks specially deputed 
for the purpose. In mufassal towns where courts are many and 
pleaders have business in different courts they cannot always make it 
convenient to come at a fixed hour to inspect the records. MoreoveT 
sufficient accommodation is not provided for the purpose. For instance 
I have found pleaders at Alipore Judge s Court standing in a darla 
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room which are littered with portmanteaus and boxia in which docu- 
tnenti were filed. No separate room with sufficient light and air and 
accominodation is available and the pleaders ai-e compelled to use a 
veritable lumber room where sufficient sitting accommodation is waiat- 
ing. I should like to refer to a remark made by Mr. Narendra Kumar 
Basu, namely, that these rules breathe suspicion of pleaders and their 
clerks and litigants. The remark is only too true. I will refer to 
rule 132 which comes to this. No one not being a member of the 
office establishment will be permitted to enter any room without the 
special permission of the presiding offu^er. It is well known that 
pleaders and their clerks are not memheis of tlie otfice estahlishment 
and if they want to enter an office they will requiie the permission 
of the presiding Judge. Is this practicahley Next I come from the 
pleader to his clerk. I refer to rule 970. A pleader has got to get 
his work done through his clerk who is r(‘gistered and for whose 
conduct and hehiivioiir the pleader has to undcitake all resjHmsihility. 
The (lerks are given cards and on these (’ards their registered nnmhei'S 
are recorded. They are responsihle people. Hut rule flTo says that 
a registered clerk sliall for the p\irpose of performing the ministerial 
part of the work (d his emj)l(>yer’s office have access to any (’ourt in 
which the latter is authorised to practise and to such of its ministerial 
officers as may in that behalf he designated by the presiding Judge 
of such court. There is a note attached to it (Note 1) which says 
“access means approach to; it does not authoristi a registered clerk to 
go inside the office of any (‘oiirt,” Beautiful indeed. He is allowed 
acces> to the ministerial officei's but he must not go inside the (dfice 
where the miuisteiial officers work. IIow is he then to have access to 
the ministerial officers and communicate with them? The absurdity 
and indefensibility of this rule are evident. It appears that this rule 
has been framed with the special olhject of banning })leadens’ clerks. 
Fnder certain statutes, for instance, the Bengal Village Self-Govern- 
ment Act, pleaders are not allowed to ajipear and plead before union 
courts and benehes. If pleaders and their clerks are to be under such 
clouds of suspicion why not ulwlish the whole race of them? That 
would be an exhaustive way of dealing with these suspects. 

* Next I would refer to one very important mutter. I request 
Hon’ble Sir Brojendra Lai Mitter to take a special note of it. I refei* 
to section 9 of the Suits Valuation Art. Section 9 empowers the High 
Court to make certain rules in the matter of valuing certain kinds 
of suits. Under this rule-making power other High Courts havse 
framed rules but the Calcutta High Court up till now has not framed 
any rule. In a case decided by the Full Bench of the Calcutta High 
Court, published in the XXXVIIT Volume of the Colcvtta Weekly 
NMei at page 589, it has been held that under Rule 11 of Order 7 
of the Civil Procedure Code, a court has got the power to direct the 
qfaintifF to revise the 'I'uluation but until rules are framed by i]|^ 



270 


BEUAKD8 FOR GRANTS. 


[19th Uam 


High Court this power cannot be exercised. Notwithstanding thi 
finding of the Full Bench up till now no rules have been framed b 
the High Court and here the High Court appears to be guilty of 
dereliction of duty. I have very little time left but before I reeum 
my seat I would earnestly beseech Sir Brojendra Lai Mitter to tak 
note of the real public feeling against the absurdity and indefensibilit 
of some of the rules which have been promulgated by the High Coui 
and I would beseech him to do his best to bring redress to the aggrieve^ 
public. 


The Hon'ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: Today’s debate i 
an important one and has been inspired by an earnest sense of respon 
sibility and reality which I cannot ignore. The rules framed by th 
High Court were intended to ensure precision and uniformity ii 
procedure and practice and to lay down what was in the past sanctionec 
only by custom. Sever^il of these rules have been criticised an( 
severely crilicised.. Apart from the rules, Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu 
with the responsibility which attaches to the President of the Bar Asso 
ciation, complained of the manner in which the rules were promulgated 
without giving the profession an adequate opportunity to conside: 
them. That, Sir, is a domestic quarrel in which the Governmen 
cannot interfere. 

Then Mr. Basu said it was not known whether all the rules wer( 
according to law or whether they received the sanction of the Govern 
ment of India or whether rules, which under the law ought to hav< 
been previously published, were so published. I am informed thai 
all these rules have been sanctioned by the Governor Gaiieral ii 
Council, As regards previous publication, I have at the molnent nc 
information. I^et it not be understood that I am brushing aside these 
criticisms in a light-hearted manner. That is not my intention. Mj 
plea is that I have not got enough information on these points. As 
regards individual rules which have been criticised, I do not propose 
to go into the merits of them, on this occasion, because that would be 
an endless task. One rule has got a bearing on other rules. Then, 
* we have to look into the previous history of the rules, why they wefi 
promulgated, and so on. I have no time to do that. It caused me nc 
little distress to find that the promulgation of these rules has created 
a considerable amount of dissatisfaction, if not resentment, in the 
jjjofession. That is a very unfortunate state of affairs, llie High 
Court is an institution which is very dear to me. I spent 24 years, 
the best years of my life, in that institution. When that institution 
is criticised it cannot fail to cause me pain. In my time; there was 
the utmost cordiality between the Bench and the Bar. It appears that 
that state of things does not prevail at the present moment. That is 
i^fortunate not only from the social point of view, but from the p eia t 
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of vww of the administration of justice. Unless there is free co* 
« operation between the two, administration of justice is bound to suffer. 
If the^ effect of these rules be the destruction of that cordiality or the 
desttuetion of mutual confidence, then they do need revision. Sir, I 
want the House to realise the constitutional position. The High Court 
of Calcutta is not under the administrative control of the Government 
of Bengal. It is well known that all the other High Courts are 
administratively under the control of Local Governments, hut not so 
the High Court of Calcutta. Under the new Constitution this state 
of things will be changed. 1 desire to draw* the attention of the House 
to one passage in the Simon Commission Ileport w*hich runs thus: — 

“While we propose that all High Courts alike shoulil, for administra- 
tive purposes, be put under the Government of India, we do not mean 
that the situation now existing in Calcutta shotild be perpetuated and 
extended. We recommend that the charges of all High Courts should 

be put upon central revenues Under the present system, if the 

Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court writes to the Government of 
India to say that he needs the services of an extra Assistant Registrar, 
.the Government of India, if it sees no valid objection, forwards the 
application to the Government of Bengal for remarks. The Govern- 
ment of Bengal has no responsibility for seeing that the High Court 
is properly administered or that its staff is not overworked.*' I 
emphasise the point that the Government of Bengal has no responsibility 
for seeing that the High Cburt is properly administered. Now, that 
is the constitutional position. Of course, that will be changed under 
the new Constitution. The Joint Select Committee reported thus: — 

“The White Paper proposes that in future any expenditure certified 
by th|f Governor, after consultation with his Ministers, to be required 
for the expenses of the High Court shall not be submitted to the vote 
of the Legislative Assembly, though it will be open to discussion by 
them.” 

This recommendation of the Joint Select Committee has been 
embodied in the new Government of India Act. So, when the new 
Constitution comes, it will be competent for the Lower House, that is 
#the Legislative Assembly, to discuss the administrative matters of thf 
High Court, but under the existing Constitution the discussion here 
cannot have any direct effect because the Government of Bengal cannot 
do anything in the matter. We have no responsibility end no power. 
I shall draw the attention of the House to section 106 of the present 
Government of India Act. It says this ; — ^ 

'The several High Courts are courts of record and have such 
jurisdiction, original and appellate, including admiralty jurisdiction 

respect of offences committed on the high seas, and all such powers 
and authority over or in relation to the administration of justice, 
^including power to appoint clerks and other ministerial officers of the 
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ixmrt, aiul power to make rules for regulating 4he practice of the court, 
as are vested in them by letters patent, ^and subject tcr^the provisions* 
of any such letters patent, all such jurisdiclions, poirers and authority 
as are vested in those courts respectively at the commencement of this 
Act." 

Sir, clause 8 of the letters patent says this: — 

“And we hereby authorise and empower tlie Chief Justice of the 
said High Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal from time to 
time, as occasion may require, and subject to any rules and restrictions 
which may be prescribed by the Governor General in Council to 
appoint so many and such clerks and other ministerial officers as shall 
be found necessary for the administration of justice, and the due 
execution of all the jMiwers and authorities granted and committed to 
the said High Court by these our Letters Patent, and it iS' ouli'ftirther 
wdll and pleasure, and we do hereby for us, our heirs and successors 
give, grant, direct and ajijxnnt, that all and every th* officer und 
.clerks to he appointed as aforesaid shall have and receive respectively 
such reasonable salaries as the Chief Justice shall, from time, 

appoint for each office and place, respectively, and as the (jovernor 
General in Council shall ap])rove of." Section 1(10 of the Government 
oife India Art and clause 8 of the ladters Patent taken together come 
to' this that the rule-making power is vested in the High Caurt subject 
to the aj)proval <d the Governor General in (\)uncil. The Local 
Government does not come in the picture at all. That l>eing so, the 
Jjocal Government cannot be held responsible for any defect in the 
Allies which have been made. If the motion wliich my friend has 
moved be intended to he a censure on the Government of Bengal, then 
I take my stand on the constitutional position that 1 am not responsible 
for w'hat he is seeking t-o hold me resjK)nsible for, and I dare say 
friend will agree. If my friend’s intention be to draw the attention 
of the Government of Bengal to the defects in or the objectioaf to the 
rules, then all I can say is, if that will satisfy my friend, that I sliall 
forw'tfhl a copy of this debate to tlie High Court and also to the Govern- 
ment of India. To the profession may 1 suggest one thing. Some 
"Cf these rules are for the High Court Appellate Side and some for 
mufassal courts. The High Court Appellate Side Rules may well be 
taken charge (d by the Bar Association. So far as the rules for the 
mufassal courts are concerned, I suggest that the mufassal Bfit Asso- 
cif^tions do go through them and formulate their objectmns and i^^d ^ 
those objections to the High Court. There is another method“by whjm^ 
these grievances may be ventilated, that is through the Law Journala. 
Law Journals exist for that purpose. They exist for the pfhrpose of 
iftiiticising rules and orders promulgated by the courts or 
Judgments, if any. They do not exist merely for reporting cam. 
Orievances shoufl be ventilated in these journals. For my part, I WBk 
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prepAi^ to do one thing which is practical. A Special Officer wiy 
* Softly be apfibinted to inveatigate into the standard of work of clerks 
in d'til coiirts, he'* will have to report on the effect of the new rules 
^and^the amount of work required to be done by the clerks. I am 
prepared to go to the High Court and persuade them to agree that 
th^ Special Officer maj*' also eimmine the effect of the rules and their 
practical working and to suggest how any harshness may be removed. 
This Special Officer will get in touch with the local Bars in the districts 
anii will get to know where any rules are operating harshly or causing 
any inconvenience either to the profession or to the litigants. I am 
prepared to try and extend the scope of the reference to this Special 
Officer. Beyond this it is impossible for me to promise any immediate 
relief. I shall draw the attention of the High (>)urt to the criticisms 
w^ch jiave been made and also forward a copy df the debate to the 
•! India for their consideration. What the effect of that 
will be I camaot say; hut so far as lies in me, I can get the Special Officer 
to report M^jb^e these rules are defe<‘tive and where they may l>e 
improved, and when we have got that report we can take appropriate 
^teps ix^h®|.behalf. 

As regwds j)aper Ixioks, the position, as I undei'staiid, is this. 
Mr. Basil’s criticism wins limited to second apjieals. So, I shall conffpe 
my remarks to second appeals only. In the past, paper books in sec<||^d 
appeals wem printed after admission of appeals at Its. 15 for the 
appellant and Its. T-8 for the res]H)ndent. Tyjiewritten pa|>er Inioks 
are now prepared and are charged for at Rs. 10 for the appellaij^t and 
Rs. 5 for the respondent in appeals over Rs. 50 in value. Litigants 
have, tsherefore, gained considerably here. In the past the uppellantir 
had to pay Its. 15; they now pay Rs. 10; and the respondents who paid 
Rs. 7 have now to pay Rs. 5. In 8e<-oiul appeals uiiiler Rs. 50 in value 
'^IJfbveniment hears the cost and no (diurge is levied. In the past, the 
Advocate was obliged to prepare a paper liook for the Second Judge 
for usiT^at thO preliminary hearing. The client had to bear this cost 
as well aS the cost of the paper book proper if the appeal was admitted. 
Very often the cost incurred in this way amounled to Rs. 6 far the 
second copy plus Rs. 15 after admission. At present the maximum is 
*^8. 10 or half that amount, (Mr. N-arendra Kumar Basu : That i| 
absolutely incorrect.) Now, that is so far as the cost is concerned, but ' 
Ifr. Basu’s criticiams went further. He said that it was not merely 
a question of c.osts, but also of mistakes which now creep into the typed 
and adscr the delay which is caused in the Paper Book Depart- 
Sir, with regard to mistakes and delays, what is it that 

Mr. Basu suggests that this Government can do? 

* V 

^«Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Abolish the Psper Boo| 
Department. Don't give the High Court any money for the ?ap«r 
Hook D^rtmeni ^ 

#18 
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TIm Hoh’ble Sir BROJENDRA 4»AL MITTER: The High Court 
makes rules, and for the transaction of business briefs must he preparech^ 
for the Judges; these briefs constitute the paper hookst The suggestion 
that no money should be given to the Paper Book De^rtment, that is 
to say, that no brief should be prepared for the’ Judges, thit, Sir^ is a 
suggestion of desperation. It is not a practical suggestion. If, on the 
other hand, my friend had suggested a practical method, eithel^ of^ 
going back to the old system or an improvement on the old system, 
then I should certainly have been prepared to forward that for the 
consideration of the High Court. The suggestion which he made was 
made in anger, and I do not think he would seriously press it. Sir, 
that is the position. With regard to these rules, we had no .hand in 
the matter; our approval was not necessary, nor was it sought. They 
were promulgated with the sanction of the Governor General in Council. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Are you sure of that? 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: fhat is my 

information. There is one point which I think I ought to ^mention. 
It is that some of these rules have to be made in accordante with law. 
If any of these rules has not been made In accordance with the law, 
then what is the remedy? The remedy is, not to obey that rule, which 
is a nullity, and then have it debated in the High Court. Take an 
exception to the rule and say that it is vltra rircs of the High Court 
and is not binding. Has any one of these rules been eVer tested in 
this way? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Well, one of them has* been. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: And what has be^j^ 
tbe result ? ^ 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: The result is that the High 
Court has declared that rule to be ultra vires. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: There is a remedy, 
then. Why then do you come to the legislature for remedy, when the 
remedy is in your own hands? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: You cannot ex^t to have 

one thousand test cases to have the rules remedied? 

The Hon’ble 8fr BROJENDRA LAL MITER: But, surelj, if any 
lules be ultra vires, the proper procedure is to take exception to %• 
It. the first opportunity that occurs and to have them tested by proper 
argument. If my friend says that a particular rule was taken exception 
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to afid it has been declared ultra^reSf that was the proper procedure— 
«ihe eixnstitiitional way of getting rid of a bad rule. As I have already 
said| '^ whether the rules were previously published or not, I have no 
information. My point is that the Judicial Department of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal cannot be held responsible for any remissuess on the 
part of the High Court. My conclusion, therefore, is this: I take a 
•serfous view of this debate, and that some of the criticisms which have 
been made do appear to me to be valid, but I am not in a position to ^ 
discuss them on their merits without knowing the whole history of 
each particular rule. But what I am prepared to do — and T repeat it — 
is that I shall forward a copy of this debate to the proper authorities, 
Le.f to the High Court and the Government of India, and, on my port, 

I shall try to get a report from the Special Officer, whom we shall depute 
to go and visit the mufassal courts, and report on the practical working 
of these rules and also what inconveniences or hardships are being 
caused by them. When I get that report, it will then be time for me 
to consider what steps I can take to have a remedy. 

Miutvi ABUL QUA8EM: Will you ask the Special Officer to 
consult the Bar Association ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: The Special 
Officer must do that if he were to re])ort on the working of a particular 
rule in the mufassal courts; he must get in touch with the local Bar 
Associations. That is, Sir, all that I can do. Under the constitution 
we cannot exercise any sort of control over the High Court. It is an 
anomaly, as Sir George Rankin, in giving evidence before the Simon 
Commission, put it: it is an anomalous situation that the Government 
of India calls tlie tune, but the Government of Bengal pays the piper. 
itu^ constitutional anomaly which we cannot help, but it is going to 
be rectified under the new Constitution, and then, possibly, a readier 
remedy will be available. At the present moment, however, no remedy 
is available. After this explanation, I hope my friend will see bis way 
to withdraw his motions. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Before I withdraw my 
motions, may I put one question to the Ilon’ble Member? Will he 
take this matter up, so far as the High Court portion is concerned, with 
the Chief Justice? 

Th« Hon’ble Sir BROdENORA LAL MITTER: Well, Sir, I can 
do that only in ray personal capacity, and I shall certainly do so. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: On this assurance of the 
Hon’ble Member, I beg to withdraw both, my motions. 
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The motions of Mr. Naren(b*a KSmar Basu were then, by leave of 
ihe House, withdrawn. * 

(Motions Nos. 374-376 were not moved.) 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU; Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,16,000 under the liead ‘*24 A — High Court*' be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (High Court list of holidays). 

Sir, some time ago the Hoii’ble Sir Brojendra Lai Mitter in the 
course of a debate, in answer to my friend Mr. S. M. Bose, said that the 
High Ouort’s annual vacation is fixed in accordance with the rules of 
the High Court. Well, Sir, it will be news to members of this House 
that up till very lately the rule of the High Court was that the annual 
vacation should start from the middle of September and end after the 
Durgti Puja, Kali Pnja, and Jarjadhatri Puja holidays. For some time 
now, the vacation has been moving backwards and backwards, so that 
for the lust few years the annual vacation started at the end of August 
and the High Court opened in the beginning of November. For the 
present year, 1936, again, the High Court is to close on the laet week 
of August and is to reopen before the civil courts reopen and long before 
the Kali Puja end Jagadhafri Puja holidays. The effect of that will 
be that, immediately after the High Court reopens, after the long 
period of torpidity, there will be any number of holidays before the 
Christmas holidays come in, and in order to validate this, last year the 
High ('Ourt Original Side rule was changed, and it Was made- elastic. 
Sii’, for whose convenience is it that the High Court exists? For the 
convenience of the litigant pul)li< or for the convenience of half-a-dozcu 
or less European Judges who go to England during the autumn vaca- 
tion ? Every one in this province knows that if you close the High 
Court in August or in September, it means that every one is pinned 
down to Calcutta, for there is no going out of Calcutta for any change 
of climate or for any other business at that time of the year. The 
climate is as bad as possible outside, with the result that a man has got 
to remain in town, This is the course so far as the legal practitioners 
ore concerned, and this must also be felt by the litigants. But because 
there ore three or four — or, at the utmost, five — Judges, who have got 
to go to England, who have got to see their children lit school Ot some- 
thing of that kind, the High Court must close in August! I Again ' 
repeat, Sir, does the High Court exist for these three or four or five 
Judges, or does it exist for the convenience of the litigant "public of 
this province? I am afraid that no attention is being paid by the High 
Court to the inc<mvenience of the litigants and of the profession. 
Representations have repeatedly been made to the High Court by the 
Incorporated Law Society, by the Bar Association, as well as by ihe 
Bar Library — ^the three bodies of professional men in the HigkDonrt-*- 
but no attention has been paid to them.^ 
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as I had occasion to remark during the last debate, the High 
iDourt is daily developing a spirit of autocracy. Whether that is a 
result "of inferiority complex or not, I do not know, but what has 
hapi^ned is that it is not listening to the advice that is given to it, and, 
1 am afraid that, like a square peg in a round hole — ^like those well* 
known Japanese dolls — it will some day tumble down. 

The Hon’bla Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER; Sir, I find that the 
Long Vacation shall ordinarily' commence on the second Friday in 
September and end about the middle of November and j#hall include 
Mahalaya^ Durya^ iMkfn and Koh Pujas^ Hhratruhnt ya, Jdffadhatri 
Pujajt and any Muhammadan liolidavs falling within the 
period of the Long Vacation. That wan the old rule. Sir. On the lat 
March, Lido, this rule was amended, and the existing rule is that the 
Long Va(ation shall ordinarily commence on the last Friday' in August 
and end about 713 days thereafter, hut whenever possible, without unduly 
prolonging the hot weather perio<l between the Easter and the liong 
Vacation and without unduly shortening the jveriod between the I^ong 
Vacation and Christmas, shall include Mahahtya^ Duryd, Lakhi^ and 
Kiili Bhratndu'ti ya, and Jayndhutri Pujas, ami any Muham- 

madan' holidays generally falling within the period of the Long Vaca- 
tion. Therefore, it would aj>pear that this Long Vacation has been ad- 
vanced by alK)Ut a Ibitniglit, Now, before altering this rule 

(At this stage the time allotted for the discussion of this head having 
been reacbetl, the Hon’hle Memlter hx»d to resume his seat.) 

The motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’hle Sir Brojendra lail Mitter that a sum of 
Rs. 71L4(1,(K)0 be granted for expenditure under the head “24 — 
Administration of justice” was then put and agreed to. 


25— flails and convict settlcmcnit. 

The Kon’blo Sir ROBERT REID: On the re(‘ommendatiou of His 
Eni?ellency the (fcvenior, I beg to m<»ve that a sum of Rg. 42,08,000 be 
*granted^fpr eapenjditure under the head “25 — Jails and convict settle- 

kmena” 

Sir, there are only one or two jM)ints to which I should like to draw 
the attention of the House in connection with this demand. The first 
is that while the estimate for 1930-37 approximates very closely to the 
revised eatituate for the current year, it shows a decrease of Rs. 42,000 
ae compared with the Budget estimates of the current year. The savings 
which have enabled this decrease to be brought about, the House will 
find on page 57. I merely mention the point to show that we have been ^ 
aUe to effect some economy, ^ 
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The second point is^ as regards the jail manuf chorea ifliiclx was a 
pnaiii vhich came up the other day at the Jails manding Committee,* 
and to which they gave their attention. There is shown under the head 
‘34 — Supplies and services’', page 166 of the Budget, a reduction 
under the provision for jail manufactures. The red book shows, that 
this de( rease is due to a fall in the demand for jail manufactures. Some 
of the members of the Jails Standing Committee experessed the hope 
that we miglit be able to increase the sales of jail manufaatures by 
popularising them somewhat more, and they also expressed the pinion 
which, I know, is held very widely that a great many of the articles 
manufactured in the jails, notably, I think, the durries and things like 
that, and mustard oil, are of a superior quality. Personally, I s^uld 
like to improve the receipts from jail manufactures very much, but there 
is always tliis difficulty that when you are dealing with jail manufac- 
tures, you have got to avoid the possibility of the criticism that you 
are competing unfairly with free labour in the open market. As a 
matter of fact, the rules under which jail manufactures are sold, were 
laid down by the Government of India a considerable number of years 
ago, and one of the items which has to be taken into account in the cal- 
culation of the cost of an article manufactured in jail is the current 
rate of wages paid to lalwur outside the jail. The point, Jiowever, ia 
of considerable imiwrtance, and T hope to be able to make further 
enquiiies into it. 

1 find there is a cut motion standing in the name of "Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardy on the question of overcrowding in jails. That is a subject 
which has given Government a good deal of anxiety throughout the last 
four or five years. The fact is that the daily average jail population 
has, ever since P)30, remained at a very high figure — a figure which is 
considerably in excess of the registered accommodatipn in our jails. 
To explain this, I am afraid I have to trouble the House with a few 
statistics. In the year 1929, the registered accommodation in our jails 
was 13,662, and in that year, the daily average number of male prisoners 
— and I am excluding the smaller classes like females and others — the 
daily average number was 14,324 which was a comparatively small 
excess of about 800. Then we come to 1930, when the jail accommdUa- 
tion was increased, owing to the fact that we had to construot^^Qrippen * 
various special jails to deal with the influx of civil disobedience * 
prisoners, to 16,905, and the daily average then was 19,604. That, of 
course, was entirely an abnonnal time. 1931 was very much the same. 
Again we raised our accommodation from 16,900 to 18,468, and w© 
had a daily average of 19,104. 1932 again was a bad yearf accommo- 

dation remained just about the same as the previous year, but the daily 
average was 22,243. That I imagine was due to the recrudescence of 
# civil disobedience movement early in 1932, when Mr. Gandhi^ returned 
from the Hound Table Conference and started ii again. Then in 1938, 
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we ^oughfi^gs might have improved, with a registered accom- * 
•m<^tioix el i7,32^^|f^e had a daily average population of 21,143 
in 1934 , it -was very much the same, the accommodation being 17,534, 
and* the average population 21,615. That is a state of affairs which is 
bound to give Government a great deal of anxiety. It is true that 
things have somewhat improved in 1935, hut our accommodation even 
now is £k great deal short of what we ought to have. I do not want 
to go injjp the causes of the excess of prisoners in our jails; from the 
Jails Department point of view, all we are (oncerned with is the fact 
that we receive during the course of the year a great many more 
prisoners than we are, properly sj^eaking, <‘apahle (»f a<commodating, 
tliat is to say, we had to accommodate them in a way which, according 
to all the canons, was not condiu ive to health and to maintaining 
proper discipline and security. What does give one food for thought 
is, if you make the jails overcrowded, if you take more in them than they 
can accommodiite, you run a grave ri«k of danger to the health of the 
prisoners, grave risks of epidemics and also you run a risk in the 
matter of security ns well. Then if you take more men in the jails than 
they can hold, it means that y<m cannot provide them with the 
necessary facilities for work. These are the three evils of overcrowding, 
but persojplly I regard the first danger as the most serious. Fortu- 
nately, iU'the last year, owing to the care and attention which our 
Superintendents of Jails had devoted to their task, we have not had 
any outbreak of diseases, and we were very fortunate in that respect, 
but still the danger is there. We have on several occasions tried the 
most unsatisfactory^ expedient of what might he cidled the jail delivery. 
We have drawn up a list of prisoners in jails and tried to see how 
many could be let out because of their comparatively trivial offences or 
because they were within a measurable distance of the end of their terms 
of imprisonment or for other reasons. But that obviously was a most 
unsatisfactory palliative, and, in fact, it does not lead us very far. We 
did release about 1,000 prisoners each year in 1932 and 1933, but 
naturally the majority of them were short-term prisoners, and it was 
the long-term prisoners who remained in the jails. If you get, as we 
have at present, compared with that for pre-1930 years, o large increase 
im long-term prisoners, tliat means overcrowding, especially if it con- 
tinue^ «ior a very great length of time. On other grounds also, this 
pajuiative is very unsatisfac'tory^ because it is not right and it is not 
reasonable, iha{ a man, who has committed some offence, should be re- 
lieved df the necessity of expiating his offence, simply Ibecause the Jails 
Department cfnnot give him the necessary accommodation. And it is 
also disheartening to the executive — Imth to the police and to the 
magistracy — if they 6nd that the results of all their labour have been 
thrown away, l>ecause the jails have not got the number of cells to put 
tbeix prisoners inrrpnsoners whom they took so much trouble to find 
oat and to convict. The result has been that after a very great deal 
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^ of conaideration. Government very reluctantly came id the conclnaion 
t]^ they muet undertake the construction of a new o4itral jail. Fortu* « 
we were able to reduce the expenditure on a new central jail 
considerably, owing: to the fact that we have decided to utilise, thanks 
to the kindness of the Government of India, as soon as this grant is 
passed, the old infantry barracks in Dura Dura. There are four two- 
storied blocks of buildings there, one of which has already been used 
as a temporary jail for the last three years or more, and one of which 
is occupied by a detachment of the Eastern Frontier Rifles. We are 
going to make use of these four big blocks as a nucleus for the new 
central jail. That means that instead of having to spend a matter of 
Rs. 20 lakhs which is the cost of a standard pattern central jail, we arj 
able to reduce the amount to a matter of ten lakhs. In this connection, 
there is one little point to which I should like to refer to correct a wrong 
impression that seems to be going about, and that is tlie idea that this 
I)ropo8al to set up a new central jail at ])um-])iim is indicative of some 
scheme on the part of Government to start arresting their political 
opponents. It is nothing of the sort. T saw in A(li'(wve the other day 
some remarks which seemed to imply that the real reason for this 
scheme to (construct a new central jail was this: “(toverninent knowing 
that they were going to thrust a new and a sham constitution upon an 
unwilling country’ anticipated that there would be a great deal oppo- 
sition to it, and that there would !be a recrudescence of some sort of civil 
disobedience movement, and therefore they are jneparing beforehand 
ample accommodation for the jieople wiio are going to take part in this 
campaign of opposition to Government.'’ There is nothing of that sort 
behind this proposal. It is meiely, as I have endeavoured to show, due 
to fact that jails are very’ seriously overcrowded and we very Imdly 
want extra accommodation and Government decided that the need is so 
urgent that they have got to face the very heavy expenditure that this 
new’ construction involves. 

Finally, there is just one other little point to whirli I should like 
to draw attention under the budget head “25— Jails,” that is the item 
of Bs. 1,000 that has been put for provision of libraries in jails. This 
is a comparatively new departure. There have always been libraries 0 |f 
sort in our central jails, but they are extremely inferior libraries^and it 
has often been pressed on us by the (Jovernment of India— and^ff is a 
subject which has been ventilated at conferences of th* Inspectors- 
Oeneral of Prison that in modern times we ought to’ provide such 
facilities for educated prisoner. Nowadays the uumiber of educated 
prisoners in onr jaijs is considembly greater than it usej to ^ in the 
past, and we ought to provide them with facilities for recreation in the • 
form of reeding outside their hours of work, and it is for this reason thia 
•mount has been placed in the Budget this yesr. Jt is intended to 
repeat this amount for four years. We will get a gwTd many hooka for 
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R«. 1,000, but we have five central jails and the whole lot of district 
jails so the amount will not really go very far. If any of the 
honourable members wish to give away their old books, I am sure^ the * 
Inspector-General of Prisons will be delighted to receite any eich gift 
and distribute them among his jails. 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of, Bs. 62,000 under the head *‘25A — Jails — Superintendence'^ 
be reduced by Re. 1. 

My object of tabling this motion is to raise a discussion on the 
desirability of releasing political prisoners and detenus. At the time 
of inaugurating new Constitutional Reforms in the country it has been 
the practice for the Government to release political prisoners and give 
them amnesty and as the new Constitutional Reforms are going to be 
inaugurated in this country very soon, I hope that, at this important 
time, the political prisoners should be released. By political prisonem 
I mean those who were not convicted of such charges as murders and 
dacoities but simply those who were convicted of civil disobedience or 
some such other offence of much lesser .neriousness. The reasons for 
asking Government to release political prisoners are that the jails are 
awfully overcrowded and the Hon'ble Home Member has just now said 
that the question of providing accommodation for the prisoners is 
engaging the serious attention of the Government. For the last 10 
years Government have been looking upon this with anxiety and so far 
that anxiety has not been removed. So, is it not desirable that those 
persons in the present condition be released and the overcrowding of 
jails minimised? For the last couple of years political prisoners art 
being released by small numbers and by such release I do not think 
Government has in any w^ay suffered. 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: On a point of order, Sir. May 
I suggest to him to elucidate things a little? Will the mover of the 
motion explain what he means by political prisoners? Does he mean 
prisoners convicted in connection with the civil disobedience movement, 
or does he mean prisoners who were not convicted but who are detained 
under the Criminal Law Amendment Act? These two are quite 
different. I would rather like to know where I stand. 

« 

Mr. PRESIBENT: He excluded only those who committed murders 
and dacoities. ^ 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I excluded political prisoners who 
were convicted of such serious offences as murders and dacoities, but I 
included the civil d|tiibedience prisoners and otheiu who are in jail for 
offences of lesser seriousness. 
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The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: None of them are now in jail. 

Or- AMULYA RATAN CHOSE; In the circlimstancee, as the 
Hon^ble Me||iber wanted me to define, I think I have defined and made 
it lucid as to what kind of political prisoners I want Government to 
release. These political prisoners are bein^ released in small numbers 
and by so doing I do not think Government have do^^ anything harm* 
ful either to the interests of the country or to the Government or even 
to the political prisoners themselves, and if that principle is followed 
to the fullest extent, I think, this gesture of Government will be fully 
appreciated by the public. 

Another point which I like to bring to the notice of Government is 
that if these political prisoners should not be allowed to mix with the 
most hardened criminals in the jails which is not desired either by 
Government or by the public. In the Report of the Jail Administra- 
tion it is said that this mixing up of political prisoners with the hardened 
oriminals are detrimental to both, one imbibing the political thoughts 
and the other imbibing the criminal ideas which are found in those 
jail-birds. For this reason also the political prisoners ehould be 
released. The condition of the country is such that at present there 
is practically no political unrest. This has been admitted by Govern- 
ment in many ways and if that be so, I do not think Government need 
<letain these prisoners in jails any longer. Not only these prisoners are 
inconvenienced in various ways as will be found in the Government 
report, but also they have no libraries, no opportunities for recreation 
And sports and there are various other difficulties for which these 
political prisoners suffer a good lot. In these circumstances, I do nof 
-thijik that these political prisoners should be kept in the jails. If 
Government had been able to give them all sorts of amenities of life 
within the jails and also provide accommodation as human beings 
require, the condition would have been different. If Government 
thought that by letting out these political prisoners the political 
atmosphere of the country would be bad and they will do immense harm 
to the country and add more to the political unrest of the country, it 
would have been a different thing altogether. Those things do not at 
present exist in the country, and as the new Constitutional Reforms are 
going to be inaugurated, the political prisoners ought to be released. 

My next point is about the detenus. These detenus have been kept 
under detention without trial. This has been objected to both from 
the press and on the platform. No civilised Government in the world 
keeps under detention anyone without trial. I do not think the Hon’ble 
Home Member will be able to quote a single instance where such soH of 
acHoi^is taken against anyone who is suspected. EE this country alone 
this sort of thing is found. If there be any reasonable suspicion against 
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any of those detained, they should h^ve been placed before a competent 
court for trial and should have been punished and no one would have 
grumbled. But, Sir, it is certainly a very cruel thin^ to )ceep people 
under detention without giving them the least opportunity for defend- 
ing themselves or to prove their Innocence. It is certainly a^very cruel 
thing to cut them off from their families, to cut them away from their 
daily avocations iand keep them under detention and at the same time 
not allowing them proper allowances, not allowing them proper facilities 
for their medical treatment, not allowing them proper facilities for the 
medical treatment of their children and not allowing them proper faci- 
lities for their religious performances which are enjoined on them by 
their religious scriptures. How cruel is it to keep all these people 
under detention ^ I could only point out to the Hou’ble Member in 
charge of Jails and also to the members of this House in this connection 
the case of Mr. Sarat C. Bose who wa.s kept under detention. Wlien 
it was seriously challenged, when it was seriously argued that Mr. SaSrat 
C. Bose was innocent and tliat he was under false information or mis- 
information kept under detention, was deprived to carry on his usual 
legal practice in the High ('ourt and was most unreasonably disallow- 
ed to take part in the proceedings of the Legislative Assembly to which 
he was elected, it was then that these points w^ere taken into considera- 
tion by the Government and at long last he w’as released after about 
three years of detention. Mr. Sarat C. Bose holds an unique position 
in our country and it was his case w'hich was considered after too much 
agitation. Does Sir Robert Reid deny that there may he many such 
Sarat (’. Boses among the detenus of Bengal? The fate of Mr. Sarat 
C. Bose w^as changed only by the influence and by the reasonableness 
of a man of his position. Is it pos.sible for an ordinary being to put 
forward his case into so much prominence? And what is the result? 
The result is that they are suffering detention; they are suffering all 
sorts of troubles and tribulations under the orders of the Government. 
If these cases are properly scrutinised as was done in the case I have 
just referred to, then I think the Hon'ble the Home Member will see 
that there are w'orst cases than that I have referred to, worst cases of 
tyranny than of justice meted out to them. Perhaps the Hon’ble the 
Home Member will say that two High Court Judges scrutinised the 
papers, but still the fact remains that in spite of such scrutiny by two 
High Court Judges people have been found innocent and were ultimate- 
ly released. If the troubles and difficulties of the persons who are kept 
in detention are described here, I think even the hardest heart will be 
affected and will sympathise with them. I know at least one gentleman 
who is now under detention and it is Dr. Charu Chandra Banerji. 
Before detention he was earning about Rs. 1,000 to Rs. 2,000 a month 
as an independenf||medical practitioner He has got two sons both of 
whom are students in the Calcutta colleges. He has got also a daughter 
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who has been recently married. Dr. Banerji has without any trial been 
detained 8omew|»ere in Bengal. * The house in which he has been* 
detained was once ^!oode^ and Or. Banerji somehow or other saved his 
life by climbing hp on the roof of the House and even when that was 
under water he swam a certain distance and perhaps got a railway 
embankment where he could get shelter. He gets a mere pittance as 
allowance. The expenses of his sons’ education are not paid b}’^ the 
Government. These are the conditions in which the detenus are kept. 
Dr. Banerji is the brother of Mr. J. C. Banerji, the renowned contractor 
of Calcutta. He is a highly respectable gentleman and is under serious 
difficulties on account of his detention. There are many other cases 
wliich I think I had better leave to be dealt with and described by my 
friend Mr. P. Banerji who knows much better than my8el|. All these 
detenus should be released at once. If Government ^Ve got any 
reasonable doubt, any evidence against them, why do not the Govern- 
ment come before a law court or any other competent court for their 
trial instead of keeping them under detention without trial? Without 
some such thing I think nobody in Bengal, be he a Hindu or a Moslem, 
can be expected to support tliis illegal action of Government. This 
action of Government is highly detrimental to the interest of individuals 
as well as collective institutions. Elections under the new constitution 
are drawing near, and there might be among those who are now under 
detention or who are now .serving out imprisonment as political prisoners 
men who could take part in the elections, who might be elected and 
become very useful citizens and useful members of the Council. So, 
Sir, the people who have been kept under detention should be released 
at once and given a fair chance, a reasonable chance to take part in the 
new Constitution that is coming to us shortly. With these words I 
commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I rise to support the motion moved by my 
friend Dr. Amulya Ratan (tliose, ami in doing so I suggest that Gov- 
ernment should immediately release all political pri.soners and detenus 
as has been requested by the mover of the motion. That is not the 
request of the mover alone but that is the request of 
most members of this House who from time to time and on 
many previous occasions made a similar request to Government. 
Dr. Amulya Ratan (ifhose has said that the reason for releasing these 
prisoners is particularly to create an atmosphere suitable for the 
working of the Reforms. Sir, I consider it is quite legitimate, if it 
is not the intention oi Government to shut out the politically-niinded 
people from taking part in the Reforms. The Hon’ble Member has 
ootitiradicted certain statements which appeared in the press that there 
was suspicion in the minds of the people that perhaps the creatioii 
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of ^ new jail was due to the fact that before the coming: of the new 
^Reforms it might be the iuteutiou el the Gb^^rnment to put in more 
men into it. This has been contradicted % the Hon’ble Member, 
but at the same time people cannot ignore facts which lie before them. 
Actually in the countryside we find that people ore being shut out of 
their political activities. Dr. Ainulya Ratan Ghose’s motion is a 
tTvery comprehensive one, an<l when he was moving it, the Hon’ole 
Member rose on a point of order as to whether the mover was refer- 
ring to certain prisoners who were imprisoned for their activities as 
civil disobedience prisoners. Although the civil disobedience pri- 
aoners of those days are not in jail, at the same time though the 
movement has been stopped, there are still individual civil disobe- 
dieiice prisoners in some jails. In many cases, owing to the activities ^ 
of the Polio% Department, people have been forced to disobey law and 
order, and the result has been that the jails have been fille<l in. I can 
give several instances where the people have been comj»^Jl^<l break 
the law. One such instance is that of a gentleman, Rabu Nugendra 
Nath Das of (’ontai, who was interned in a village 5 miles off from 
Contai on account of his political activities against union boards. 
was a.sked to attend the thana which was situated about 7 miles oft’ 
from this place twice a week. One day on account of his sickness he 
could not come to the thana and sent a letter to the thana officer. 
The thana officer came to his place and reported that he was really 
sick. He afterwards attended the thana. But we find that in spite of 
his being really sick at the time, the matter was reported to the higher 
officials. He was then arrested and handcuffed and brought before 
the Magistrate, and that Magistrate imprisoned him for six inonihs. 
AVlien he was in the sub-juil in ('ontai, though an M.A., B.L., and a 
respectable lawyer, be was j>ut into the third 4livision, and the work 
that was given to him, Sir, you will he sur|)riNed to hear, was soorki- 
griiidiiig. That is the sort of treatment tliat is meted out to tHese 
prisoners. In this way the (Government are increasing the discontent 
in the countryside. The Hon’ble Meniher has referred to over- 
crowding in jails, and has pointed out that it is the hhadrolog cluM 
of people — the educated people — who are overcrowding the jails 
nowadays, and, therefore, he has very kindly provided for libraries 
for them, and he has appealed to members of this House to send books 
for their use, saying that they would be accepted by the Inspector- 
General of Prisons. Of course, many members would be tempted to 
send books, but I would like to know from the Hon’ble Member what 
sort of books will be accepted, so that we can send the right sort of 
books and can also learn what restrictions will be put upon the nature 
of the books^ We know that in many cases these prisoners are not 
aDowed to read nationalist papers, but only the ^'Statesman.’' Thft 
is a grievance with Aem. I have given reasons, Sir, why in the 
countryside jails are ntsm being overcrowd^ by these prisoners, who 



2S6 


DEMANDS FOR OMANTS. [19th Ma»., 

are all political prisoners. Now, if direction is given to the subor- 
dinate police staff in the conn try §ide to behave properly, there will be 
no necessity for any more prison for political prisoners, and the result 
will automatically be no further extension of jails and no fresh 
expenditure for constructing jails, so that the nation-building depart- 
n^ents should thrive and not starve. These are the reasons, Sir, and 
very cogent reasons, which have been advanced by Dr. Amulya Ratal! 
Ghose, so that the Hon’ble Member may be inclined not to add to the 
number of prisoners, but set the existing prisoners at liberty. 

From political prisoners I shall now come to the detenus. The 
case of detenus is of greater magnitude. It has been pointed out that 
4 you have no right to detain persons without trial. If you fail to 
V^ecure conviction of these persons in the ordinary courts, you ought 
to give them the benefit of doubt or put them in jaiL But if simply 
you have a doubt against them and no charge which you can substan- 
tiate against them, then is it not fair that you should release them 
forthwith? 1 submit, Sir, that Government are not in a position to 
substantiate the charges; therefore, the only logical conclusion would 
%»be that these persons have been detained unnecessarily without suffi- 
cient cause, and your motive in doing so is that these persons are politi- 
cally-minded persons; they want freedom and they do not like this 
sort of administration in the country. They w’ant to fight freedom’s 
battle. You do not like these people, and therefore, you think that, 
anyhow, on some excuse or other, these persons must be shut out. 
There is no other reason or argument whicli Government have put 
forward from their side, but if that is the position, it is up to Govern- 
ment to declare: ‘‘AW do not want these people to be released for 
the simple reason that we do not like tliem.'’ And not to reiei to 
the action they take before these prisoners are put in jail. Government 
say that these cases are sometimes placed, in camera, before two 
Judges, but Judges, mind you, of their own choice. Nobody knows 
what their opinions are, and recently there has been a change of 
policy in this matter also, for they give no information to us when 
we ask questions about them. 

AAGth your leave. Sir, I will just now read out a pathetic letter 
from a lady received by me yesterday. • 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Grder, order. The Council stands adjourned 
for fifteen minutes for prayer. 

(The Council was then adjourned for fifteen minutes. ) 

(After Adjournment.) 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Before we adjourned. Sir, I was Agoing to 
refer to the pathetic tale pf a lady. She is the mother: d a detenu and 
she has written to me a letter. - ^ ^ " 
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Pfa PRESIDENT: Alkiut the release of a detenu P 

lir> P. BANERill* Yes, Sir, and it is this. 

Th« Hon’bla Sir ROBERT REID: On a point of order, Sir. ^ If 
|Ir. Banerji is going to read that letter, I think that it should fce 
made aTailable to this House. That, I think, is the usual prnolice. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Mr. Banerji, are you prepare<l to disclose the 
name of the writer of the letter and also make it available to the 
House ? Can you read out the whole of it ? 


Mfa Pa BANERJI: Yes, Sir, I shall rend out the whole letter and 
also make it over to you. The name of the writer is Bhubaneswari 
Dasi (Mullick), thana Kaojan, district Chittagong. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is she related to the detenu? 

Mr. P. BANERJI : Yes. Sir, she is the mother of the detenu. 

Th is letter I received only yesterday, addressed to me as a member 
of the Bengal Legislative Council and was redirected to my residence. 
The letter runs thus: 

“To Mil. B. Y. BAYEKJEE, 

Mcffibcr, Bengal Legislative Council. 


Sir, 

I am a wretched woman whose only son Sriman Prafulla 
Narayan Mullik incurred Government’s displeasure and has been 
interned at Meherpur, Xadia, without trial for the last two years. T 
have none else in the world to call me his own. My husband has 
become invalid due to old age and infirmity. The expenses of this 
little family used somehow to be met by my only To ray 

misfortune, I received no aid from Government in spite of my repeated 
prayers, and so I have become unable to procure meals twice a day 
even incurring debts. Over and above this, I have been informed that 
my son Prafulla has been on hunger-strike from the }3tb December 
last, lost jpuch in weight and is unable to move in his bed. I need 
not, pWhtfis, f^ate in details to wise persons like you how very anxious 
the mother becomes when her sgn Is rapidly nearing his end. Having 
-no othw alterative, 1 teek pn^tection fron^^you. My only prayer is 
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that if you can dissuade him from his promise of sacrificing the life, I, 
nn unfortunate woman, shall get back the life of my only son and 
remain ever grateful to you. 


I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

SM. BHUBANE8WARI MULLIK,'“ 

P. 0. Janahhat, village Chikdai 
P.‘S. Ravzan {Chittagong)^ 

Dated the 16th March, 1936. 

[/^. S. — A true copy of the letter from tlie Superintendent of Police, 
Nadia, describing his present condition is sent herewith.]’' 


{True copy.) 
No. T77. 


D. I. B., Nadia (Krishnagar). 

Dated the 9th March, 1936. 

Babu KAMESH CHANDRA MALLIK, 

Village Chickdail, P. 0. Janahhat, P.-S. Raozan, 

. ddstrict Chittagong. 

He is hereby informed that his son, detenu Babu Ibafulla Chandra 
Mallik, is still continuing hunger-strike. He is bedridden, losing 
weight stea<lily and getting weaker. 

(Sd.) S. GUPTA noth March), 
SuperinteTident of Police, 

Now, Sir, this letter is a specimen from which we can know the 
fiufferings of detenus in unknown places, and uncared for. The 
difficulty is that, nowadays, Government have framed such rules that 
no newspaper can publish any news about the detenus and also of 
their relations. In this particular case, perhaps the Hon’ble Member 
will be very sympathetic when he reads the letter and dto the 
details. He will find that this detenu is the only son of Im parents 
and was the only earning member of his faniily^d thid pai)^te 
depended entirely on his income, but the family has had no smwanee 
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whalaoever from the Government. The result is that for the last two 
years they have been starving, while, at the same time, their sou, too, 
the only hope of their old age is going to die. May T know what 
Government are going to do in this matter? It is not possible for 
these poor people to come all the way from Chittagong to Nadia and 
persuade their son to give uj> the hunger-strike which he has resorted 
to from the 13th December last. I do not know why he is ou hunger- 
strike — whether it is in sympathy with their starving and dying 
parents or whether on account of any ill-treatment he has received at 
the hands of the authorities. It is up to the Hon’ble Member to make 
an enquiry, but was it not fair on his part — when a man was fasting 
from the 13th December last — was it not right on his part to make at 
least an attempt to make arrangements for his poor parents to come to 
his bedside and persuade him to give up hunger-strike? He c’ould 
easily have done this, but this has not been done and he is still on 
hunger-strike. There is still life in his l>ody, and is it ncd still possible 
to bring his mother or any near relation to persuade him to give up 
hunger-strike or even for any high officer of Government to go into the 
details of the case and emiuire why this man was going to die? Sir, 
life is most valuable to every man, but why is it that this young man 
is going to give up his life? 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit, but was allowed 
by the Hon’ble President one minute to finish his speech.) 

In this case, particularly, although there are many other such cases, 
Government have refused to give us information. My recjuest to the 
Hon’ble Member is that he would kindly go into the details of this 
case and similar other cases. I submit, therefore, Sir, that the only 
solution of the detenu problem is that the detenus should be forthwith 
released. 

With these words, Sir, I support the motion before the House. 


TIm Hoii’ble Sir ROBERT REID: Sir, Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose, 
according to his usual prac'fice, has puzzled me a good deal, and 
found it rather difficult to follow what he was driving at. He talked 
for a considerable time about, what he was pleased to call, political 
prisoners. At first, I thought he w^as mixing up convicts in jails 
with detenus; then, I thought he was probably referring to prisoners 
convicted in connection with the civil disobedience movement; and 
then I did not know what he was talking alxmt. But as far as I could 
make, out, he was not talking about detenus when he was referring 
to political prisoners. He was talking of persons, I surmise, who 
were%>nv!^d in connection with the civil Sisobedieince movement. 
Hy to tkitt M fake tisqrie, ketk.iiaeii«t the ^ptMent moment 

tiien lititot otr jitie iWkto ciakicted ioT dfenoee 

in okiwiikon ^ m (KHiltaiilmdikde umtHtni. I qualify 
1ft 
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that remark in case I am misunderstood in any way by saying tbis^ 
that there are a certain number of convicts in our jails — I forgot tho 
exact number, but it is quite small — ^who were convicted in connection 
with an offence which was an outcome of the civil disobedience move- 
ment, namely, the atrocious murder of a sub-inspector of police at 
Chechua Hat in the district of which we have heard so much lately — 
I mean the district of Midnapore. These prisoners were wrongly 
termed in our returns as civil disobedience prisoners. I have had that 
"" altered, because, I think, the civil disobedience movement being, es 
hypothen^ a non-violept movement, could not possibly claim a pri- 
soner who was convicted in connection with that particular crime. 
The answer as regards prisoners convicted in connection with the 
civil disobedienco movement is that we have none. So, the question 
of releasing such prisoners, which Dr. Ghose asks us to do, does not 
arise. 

If he means by political prisoners, prisoners who may be of the 
same class and type as those who were convicted in connection with 
the civil disobedience movement, but who have been convicted and 
placed in jails in connection with definite crimes against the State 
or against the subjei ts of tlie State, then my answer is that there is no 
ground whatsoever for releasing them. They have been tried in 
courts, convicted of offences and sentenced to imprisonment, and 
there is no reason whatever for releasing them now in connetdion with 
the inauguration of the new Constitution or anytliing else. 

Then he proceeded with the question of release of detenus. Actual- 
ly in jails at tlie present moment, we have not a great many detenus. 
There are, I think, 84 detenus. Then Dr. Ghose made one misstate- 
ment, and that was that this sort of detention without trial occurs 
in no other country except India. I can only assume that he has never 
read the recent history of Germany or of those other countries where 
Governments have not only placed in detention persons who were in 
their opinion engaged in subversive or revolutionaiy movements, but also 
have not hesitated to use such powers to deal with their political 
‘^opponents, Tlie fact is that when a Government is up against, as wo 
have been and still are, a revolutionary conspiracy the object of which 
is to subvert ordered Government by means of terrorism and by means 
of murder, then it has got to take special means to deal with it. The 
ordinary law was never designed to deal with a conspiracy of this 
nature; it is neither suited to deal with, nor is capable of dealing with 
it. The present wave of terrorist activity which dates from the year 
1930 was of such a scale and intensity that it was quite impossible for 
Government to do its duty by the State and by the subjects of the State 
unless it took the special measures. That this policy of Government 
is reasonable has been endoteed by this House times out of fumW 
when they have^j^sted; ue.iin fMtsaing vtenous lOeasiurse designed^ to. 
deal irith t^ese gl^aoes to tbo Constitution and to the BtatO. it in: 
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i^ fact a measure of self-defence, and I claim that its value has been 
proved by the fact that during the last two j^ears or so there have 
been no terrorist outrages. It is begging the whole question to assume^ 
as both of the last two speakers have done, that men who are tinder 
detention are innocent, simply l)ecause they have never been brought 
to trial. As has been stated often in this House by myself and by my 
predecessors, their cases have been very carefully examined, and it is 
only after such careful examination that a dwisioii is given to keep 
them under detention. As regards letting them out, Dr. Gose talked 
about an amnesty^— the beautiful effe<*t that a general amnesty would 
have on the occasion of the inauguration of the new Constitution. 
I can only suppose that unlike the supporters of his motion, he thinks 
that the new Constitution is going to be a boon to the country. 
Because if like Mr. Banerji lie (‘onsiders that the new C^mstitution is 
a sham and is going to confer no benefit on tlie country at all, then 
it ought to be utterly wrong to celebrate the inauguration of such a 
miserable affair as this new Constitution by releasing the detenus. 

Sir, we have had in this province veiy bitter experience of a fwlicy 
of general release. The first time it was made was in 1919 at the end 
of the War. Fnder the Defence of India Act, a large number — 
though nothing like the number we have had to deal with during tlie 
last six years — of men were detained, and they were released in H119. 
They at once took the opportunity between 1919 and 1924 to start 
their activities again, and in 1924, owing to the conditions which 
had been brought about, it became necessary first to promulgate an 
Ordinance, and subsequently to introduce the Bengal (biminal Taiw 
(Amendment) Act, 1925 — an Act which by the way had to be certified 
— rather a striking contrast to the way in which this Council have 
accepted and helped us to pass sub.se(|uent Acts of the same nature. 
Again, in about the year 1928, after the Act of 1925 had been in force 
for some time, there was a policy of steady release of detenus. What 
happened then? They use^ that opportunity to reorganise themselves, 
to recruit new members and generally to re-establish their strength; 
and the result of all that organisation was the events of April, 1980, 
in Chittagong and the long series of outrages which occurred Indween 
1980 and 19-14. Fortunately, since 1934, we have almost been free 
from these outrages, and I claim that our recent freedom from such 
outrages is due to the measures which we have taken including deten- 
tion of revolutionaries, either in camps or jails or in home or village 
domicile, and due also not less to the vigilance of our police officers. 
It would be, in the opinion of Government, unwise to accept any pro- 
posal that there should be a wholesale release of these men. Govern- 
ment would not be doing their duty to the province if they did take 
that atop. On the other hand, we ard jlurauing a policy of steady re- 
siiwrever posmble. When it becomes W question of releasing 
mam of tliis type, OdvOrwment lUs to undertake a great responsibility, 
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and that is why it may appear that releases are going on slowly 
A fonsiderable number of detenus have been released on giving money 
bonds for their good behaviour; a considerable number have been re- 
leased without conditions; and a considerable number, as I told the 
House yesterday, have l)een taken into the training camps for indus- 
tries and agricultuie which we have recently opened, and we very 
much hope tliat the young men who have offered themselves for this 
training, will, by that training, have their minds diverted from 
their previous inclinations, that they will find that it is possible to 
earn a good living in these various ways, and we also hope that they 
will, therefore, give up the habits on account of w'hich w’e had to put 
them under detention. But to take the risk of a general amnesty or 
release is a matter w’hich Government cannot at present contemplate. 

Mr. Banerji ended by referring to a letter of which he promised he 
would give me a copy. He has been told that the detenu concerned 
was on hunger-strike, and he said that he did not know himself why 
he was on hunger-strike. Mr. Banerji expe<-ts me to find out, as he 
usually does in such matters, and he also said that the parents did not 
get any allowance. Sir, the rules alwut the allowance are quite clear; 
if the man w’ho has been put under detention has been earning nothing, 
(Government take the view* that it is not necessary to give his relatives 
any allowance, because by taking him away, w’e are not depriving 
his relatives of any source of income. As regi\rds hunger-strike, I 
cannot believe, as Mr. Banerji would have us believe, that no in- 
foi Illation was given to the parents on the subjeid. ^Ve have got very 
strict rules to Hie effect that if any .letenu or anybody in jail for the 
matter, has started a hunger-strike and intends to go on, the parents 
and guardians must be informed at once, and asked to come, and, if 
possible, to persuade the person on hunger-strike to give it up. 

Tliat is all that I have to say on this subject. Sir, and I beg to 
oppose the motion. 

The motion was put and lost. 


Adjournment 

The Council w'as then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Friday, the 20th 
March, 1936, at the Council House, Calcutta, 



Pro^tpdingt of the Bengal Legitlative Council afsemUed und^ 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 20th March, 1936, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
Chowdiiurt, of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Ilon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the tliree Hon’ble Ministers and 91 nominated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Extemee Babu Manmatha Nath Das of Mictnapors. 

^60. Mr. P. BANERill: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Political Department l)e pleased to state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that the residence of Babu Manmatha Nath 
Das, a pleader of Midnapore, was searched and articles and 
books were destioyed by the Military and the police after 
the murder of Mr. Burge; 

(it) whether it is a fact that he is externed from the district of 
Midnapore; and 

(m) whether it is a fact that he applied to the District Magistrate 
to allow him to go to the Midnaiwre town only on profes- 
sional calls.*’ 

(b) If the answer to (a){iii) is in the afBrmative, what is the 
result of his application? 

(c) Is it a fact that other pleaders who were similarly externed are 
allowed to ^o there on professional calls? 

(<I) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons 
for the differential treatment? 
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MEMBER in oharg«‘»f POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tto Htp’lrin 
«ir RMMrt RnhQ: (a) (i) His house was searched after the minder of 
Mr. Burge but no bool s or articles were destroyed* 

(it) and (Hi) Yes. 

(h) It was rejected. 

j^c) No. But similar orders against two other pleaders were sub- 
sequently cancelled. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: With reference to answer (6), will 
the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state on what ground tlie application 
was rejected? 

The Hon'ble 8ir ROBERT REID: Because it was considered not 
advisable to allow him to return. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: What were the grounds? 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: Public safety. 

Mft P. BANERJI: With reference to answer (c), is it not a fact that 
these two lawyers were at least allowed twice to attend the Midnapore 
CouilP 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: It is quite possible, Sir: I do not 
know. 

Mr, P, BANERJI: If that is a fact, then why in answer to question 
(r) the Ilondde Member says “no”? 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID; I am afraid, Sir, I do not under- 
stand the question, 

Mr. P. BANERJI; My question is whether these two pleaders against 
whom orders were passed not to appear before the Midnapore Court and 
subsequently withdrawn, were allowed to appear before the court at 
least twice: and will the Hon’ble Member be in a position to contradict 
me when I say that they were allowed to do so? 

Thn Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: I am not in a position to contra- 
dict that. 
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Itoa P. BANERJIS Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to tell us 
whflllier it is a fact that the order of internment against these two 
bffioei^ has since been withdrawn ? 


TfwHwi’bl* Sir ROBERT REID: The answer is there. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: My question is whetlier the order of internment 
not to appear before the Magistrate has at all been withdrawn, amt one 
of them is prattisin^ in Miduapore and one in Calcutta. 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: It is not an internment order but 
an externment order. A similar order a^'‘ainst two other pleaders was 
cancelled and I think that is quite clear. 


Rural Development. 

*61. Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA; Will the Hon ble 

Member in chaige of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(t) how many meetings of the Economic Enquiry Board have 
been held in the jmst year; 

(n) what que>tions have been referred by the Goveinment for the 
consideration of the Board during the past year and what 
progress has been made by the Board in the consideration 
of each ; 

{in) what practical works of ruial improvement oi’ development have 
been done or have been undertaken by the Development 
Officer since the ajipointment of the present incumbent apart 
from framing .schemes or promoting legislation ; 

(tv) what has been the total expenditure on the staff, travelling 
expenses and contingencies for the Cabinet Economic Com- 
mittee, the Board of Economic Empiiry and the Develop- 
ment Officer, including his salary, since the inauguration of 
the Cabinet Economic Committee ; and 

(v) what is the pre.sent staff’ of the Rural ])evelopment Officer and 
their emoluments!^ 

• 

MEMBER m charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hofi’ble 
Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin): (i) Two; in addition two Sub-Committees 
met several times. 

(u) (1). Economic position of weavers in Bengal. 

(2) Possibilities of increasing the ^production of bamboo in the dif« 
tricts round Calcutta for the paper making industry. 
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(3) Consolidation of holdings. 

(4) Increase in the supply of material for bone mills by organising 
dumps and improving transport. 

(5) . Supply of machines to cultivators for the manufacture of gur 
and sugar in areas where there are no mills. 

As regards (1), the survey is in progress. As regards the other 
matters the Board is considering the line of action to be taken. 

(Hi) The Development Commissioner was not appointed for the 
discharge of function of an executive character but as an exceptional 
arrangement he has been entrusted with the organisation of the jute 
restriction scheme. 

{iv) and {v) Statements are laid on the Library table. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state how long the survey of the position of the 
weavers has been going on P 

The Hon'ble'Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN; Two months. 
There is one district, viz., Dacca, and two unions where survey is going 
on and four men have been employed in this work. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY! Is this survey 
carried out by the Board or by local officers? 

Tha Han’bla Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN! By officers under the Board. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: How long the 
services of the Development Commissioner will be retained for the pur- • 
pose of the jute restriction scheme? 

The Hon’Me Khmja 8HAHABUDDIN: At present I can say that 

at least for the next year. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Is there a special 
officer also for the purpose of the organisation of tlje jute resfriction 
scheme P 

Tha Hofl*ble Nhwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Yes, Sir, not organisation 
but for the purpose of propaganda. The Rural Development Commis- 
sioner's work is not only cmiAned to jute restriction work but also to 
various other activities. 
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iabu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYt Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what other functions he has got to perform 
‘besides jute restriction scheme organisation? 


The Hon*hle Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: The House is weU 
aware of the varied functions of the Rural Development Commissioner 
who is responsible for the preparation of tlie schemes and helping in 
legislation of Rural Development Bill, the Indebtedness Bill and the 
Water Hyacinth Bill. 


Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Cannot the jute 
restriction work be carried on by tlie special ofticer and the other 
officers, apart from the Development Commissioner? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: The special officer does 
the propaganda work under the supervision of the Development Com- 
missioner. 

BabM HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI; With reference to 
answer (5) will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state in which districts 
these machines have been supplied to cultivators for manufacture of 
gur and sugar. 

The Hon’bie Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN S The jnachines have not 
yet l)een supplied but the proposal is under consideration. 


Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Does not the reply 

convey the meaning tliat the machines have been su]>plied to certain 
districts? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: If the hon’ble member 

will read the question carefully he will lind that the leply is with 
reference to question as to what matters have been referred to tlie 
Economic Board. 


Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state how long will the Board take to consider the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Kbweja SHAMABUDDIIU It is not possible to 
say what time they will take to come to a decision in this matter. 
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Rai fMmAwr iATYA^I^tRR SAHARA 8 With reference to the 
£ve questions will the non'ble Member be pleased to state whether these 
matters have not been before the Government for their consideration 
for a long time; if that be so, what new consideration the Board is 
making and how long it will take for the consideration to take a final 
shape P 

Thd Hoffl'ble Ktiwaja SHAHABUDDINs I have already given the 
answers and I have nothing further to add. 


BUDGET GRANTS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 
1936-37. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

2S-^ail8 and Convict Settlements. 

for reduction or refusal , 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR-RAHMAN: Mr. President, Sir, 
I l)eg to move that the demand of Its. 3,58,1)00 under tlie head “25A — 
Jails — Subsidiary Jails” he reduted hy Ks. lOO. Sir, last y(‘ar I brought 
a similar motion <o bring to the notice of the Hon’ble Member about 
the overcrowding of ])Opulation at the Basirhat Sub-jail and by a com- 
parative statement I showed to the Hon’ble Member about actual extent 
of overci'owding from year to year from 1930-34. Sir, since then the 
position lias not changed in the least. The present capacity of the 
jail is 18 male, including 9 in General Ward and 9 in Workshed, and 
3 female, total 21. Sir, I give below a comparative figure of over- 
crowding in the year 1935, month by montli, with number of days of 
oven rowding and their daily average. 


Whole of January 

53-84 

Whole of February 

44-21 

Whole of March 

44-94 

Whole of April 

42-0 

Whole of May 

49-9 

Whole of June . . 

40-87 

WlioleofJuly .. 

40-25 

Whole of August 

52-96 

Whole of September 

42-9 

Whole of October 

27-96 

Whole of November 

42-66 

Whole of December 

39-9 
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So, Sir, from these comparative jt is -evidently clea^‘ that 

jthei^^was overcrowd throughout the year arfd this was not a tempo- 
*rary overcrowding for any particular reason. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Member in his reply last year had been pleased to 
recognise the necesstiv of the extension of the Basirhat Sub-Jail. Sir, 
the scheme is ready and also it has got administrative approval. Now 
the only question left is al>out the allotment of funds and for that, Sir, 
only a little genuine sympathy of the Hon^ble Member is needed and I 
hope, Sir, he will not be a miser in showing it. 

Th® Hotl*blO 8if ROBERT REID* The mover (»f this motion has 
stated all the facts of the case and I have no fresli information to give 
to this House on the subject. As he ver^' rightly [xiinted out, it is a 
matter of provision of funds. The extension of Basirlmt Suh-Jail is, I 
freely confess, a scheme wliich has been under consideration since as fur 
back as 1926 when plans and estimates were drawn up. I have no «loubl 
that the figures that the Khan Ibihadur gives are jierfectly correct, but 
it was found impossible to provide lu.cessarv f\in(K in this year’s budget, 
and we simply had to cut it out, like many other important and deserv- 
ing schemes, in order to allow funds to be alhdted for moie important 
and pressing schemes. T can only assure the mover that 1 am (juite 
certain that the future (lovernment will, when funds aie available, 
not forget the needs of Basirhat. 

The motion was, then, b\ leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUB: I' beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. d, 58, 000 under the head “25A— Jails— Subsidiary Jails’’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (extension of Kurigram Sub-Jail). 

I have also, like Khan Bahadur Abdur Rahman, <‘ome with a local 
grievance. The Subsidiary Jail at Kurigram has acr-ommodation for 
17 prisoners including ac(‘onimodation for two femule.s. But, Sir, in 
this jail no less than twice the number are ordinarily hoitsed and in 
abnormal times it is found that as many as 60 or 70 fiersfiii.s are ac*com- 
modated. The attention of the jail authorities, I mean the Inspector- 
General of Prisons, was drawn to this state of things times without 
number but with no effect. Xon-official a.s well as official visitors of 
the jail recorded their observations to this effect; and for special con- 
sideration of the authorities the remarks were sent to the Inspector- 
General but without any effect. I my.self tried to seek remedy by 
representing the matter to Government but I have met with no success. 
So I have thought fit to ventilate the grievance in this rcuincil with the 
hope of evoking the sympathy of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Department. The remarks macle by tJie official and non-officiaj visitors 
of the jail* will no doubt convince the Hon’ble Member the state of 
things. But if these remarks have no? value it is no use to have non- 
official visitors. 
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Government, Sir, is responsible for the health of the inmates of the 
jail and jail is an institution which is not designed for the purpose of 
retaliation. It is understood that a jail is designed for disciplining the‘ 
people that it receives as inmates. When the jail authorities take 
charge of the persons they must take upon themselves the responsibility 
of disciplining them to be good citizens, so that when they come out to 
the society they would become useful members of the society, and will 
come out with the same physique if not in a better state of health than 
when they entered it. But if in place of 17, 71 men are housed in a 
sub-jftil and even if the small compound before the dormitory is used 
os cells, the position is hopeless. I think it is time that the Govern- 
ment should move in the matter and they should take the matter up to 
redress the grievances. I will not take much time of the Council and 
hope that the Hon’ble Member wdll see his way to take steps so that he 
may not give us occasion to trouble him further on this subject. 

The HOfl'ble Sir ROBERT REID: My answer to the Kazi Saheb 
must inevitably be much the same as it was to the mover of the last 
motion. There is nothing I should like better than to be able to put 
into the jails budget a sufficient sum of money to provide accommoda- 
tion for 71 persons in the Kurigrain sub-jail, just as I should like to 
put in the jails budget provision for sufficient accommodation in the 
Basirhat sub-jail for which Khan Bahadur Abdur Rahman spoke. But 
the money is not there and the Jails Department had to be content with 
what they got. As a matter of fact, they have got a goodish lot in this 
year’s budget, but not sufficient for all the needs of the Department. 
I can only assure the mover of this cut motion that the sympathy is 
there but the funds are* not, and I hope he will realise that that is the 
sole reason why the needs of Kurigram has to l)e neglected in the 
present year’s budget, I must oppose the motion, Sir, unless Kazi 
Saheb withdraws it in view of ray observation. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE; I beg to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was, then, by leave of the Hou.se, withdrawn. 

Dfi AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: If you will allow me, Sir, I may 
move motion No. 436 and No. 438 together as they are identical. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You oan do so if the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Department has no objection. 

Th# H<|n’ble Sir ROBERT REID: Although these two motions are 
not identical and ope speaks, jBlp)pt jails outside Bengal and ther other 
about jails in Bengal, I do npt.mjnd. fais moving the , twfk, together^ < f 
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#f« AHULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 6,31,000 under the head “25 A — Jaih — Distribution by jails — 
{g) {i ) — Charges on account of persons detained outside Bengal under the 
Bengal Criminal I.aw Amendment Act, lO-Kt” be reduced by Rs. 100 
(grievances of these prisoners). 

Also to move that the demand ot Rs. (»4.0(lt) under Ibe head “25A — 
Jails — Distribution by jails — {<j) (//)’’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (grievances 
of the prisoners and the inadequate medical, housing and otlier arrange- 
ments, treatment of the prisoners by the stafft. 

Yesterday I tried my best to be lucid but I do not think I could 
impress much upon tlie Hon’ble Member regarding the release of 
prisoners. However, on this occasion 1 ho])e that I shall )>e able to 
make things clear as regards the cla.ss of prisoners that 1 shall speak oii. 
There is such a lot of things regarding the grievances of tliese prisoners 
that it is not possible for me to eniiineratc them all. First of all, Sir, 
the grievance is that division I and II prisoners are not allowed to 
receive parcels sent to them and they are either returned to the places 
from where they came or forfeited. There is another common grievance 
of the prisoners and that is that they are not given good food, 1 mean 
food one would expect to be fit for human consumption, and for this 
reason there are bniiger strikes in several jails outside Bengal and the 
fact is not unknown to the Govern meut also 


The Hon’hle Sir ROBERT REID: Which juils^ 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: At Deoli there was hunger strike 
I think, and also there was hunger strike at Port Blair. Moreover, 
Sir, these jails are very poorly provided with equipments of medical 
treatment and doctors. These are things very commonly complained 
of by the jail population outside Bengal. Again, as far as I know the 
treatment meted out to the pri.soner8 is very rude and nmgh. They 
are subjected to all sorts of torture in the garb of jail discipline. These 
are facts which have led me to table this motion. There are numerous 
reports of this kind of trouble coming from jails outside Bengal. Sir, 
if you will allow me, I shall read out a few of the letters which I have 
got from the guardians or parents of tliese prisoners. 

(Here the member read out a Bengali letter.) 

That has been written by one Eamapada Mukharji. Perhaps the 
Hon’ble Member has not understood the languaigfe which 1 may shortly 
explain to him. The complaint is that his son Abhoy Pada Mukharji 
who is in the Andamans for the last 4 yeats has not sent any letters for 
the last 4 months. The mother of the prisoner is very sick and the only 
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consolation is the news of hier son from a letter. As the guardians arq 
too poor to go and see with their own eyes the condition of their son 
their only consolation is that a letter should reach them in time, and 
they should know about the condition of their son and even that was 
not forthcoming. Another one is from a gentl^an whose name is Nando 
Lai Guha, Pleader, Judge’s Court, Chittagong. He complains that his 
son Saroj Kanti Guha, P. I. 146, is a political prisoner in the Cellular 
Jail, Andamans. That he was sentenced to transportation for life in 
the Chittagong Armoury Raid case but there was a recommendation for 
clemency as he was aged only 15 years at the time the offence took place. 
That Saroj Kanti was arrested in Noakhali and was brought over to the 
Chittagong Jail; while in custody in the Chittagong Jiail he was hurt 
in his right eye by a stone thrown by some one; that for some months 
he suffered acute pains in his eyes and there was no proper treatment 
and this fact was also brought to the notice of the Tribunal before which 
he was undergoing his trial. That in fact Saroj Kanti lost sight of his 
right eye. Mr. S. N. Mitra, the then member of the Council, was asked 
to take some interest in the matter and wrote to the Chief Commissioner 
of the Andamans about it but no redress was accorded to the aggrieved. 
Another one comes from the father of a prisoner who writes (the 
member read the letter in Bengali) and said that the name of the 
prisoner was Nando Dulal Singh. 

These are the few letters which I had in my file to place before the 
House and also before the Hon’ble Member for consideration. As for 
th^ general complaint of the prisoners something appeared in the issue 
of the “Advance”, dated tlie 27th June, lDd5. It said “But the con- 
tinuous provocative insult from the side of the jail authority caused so 
much exasperation that the prisoners individually took drastic steps. 
The consequence was that Messrs. Probir Goswami and Sudhendu Dam 
w%t^ whipped. Dam was 4 suspected T. B. patient and was suffering 
from fdver that time. He was dragged out from the hospital and 
was punished with thirty lashes. But this was not all. Their remis- 
sions w’ere cut, they were segregated for full one year and even they 
were not given adequate diet. They were disclassified, they were not 
allowed with any light and were deprived of all the facilities of even 
Division III prisoners,” 

There are other matters which deserve consideration of the Hon 'hie 
Member. The complaints about books and periodicals are these,: '*the 
library which wa4 the product of the joint contribution of the P. I. 
prisoners. The Government granted Rs. 300 for the books. The prison- 
ers asked from that amount a fetr copies of books on‘ history, geography, 
economics and general sOiencOi But the pidsoners’ choice was Scoffed al. ' 
The local aathoitt^ ' supplied Uiem ^th a ltew’ copies' of joints 

of Edgar Wallace and Conoh tldyle, t ftnt copies of rOtttati^ wmlb' 
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of Sir Walter Scott and few other stray books not at all worth reading. 
IJ^he prisoners requested the Superintendent not to purchase these hooka 
as neither they did require them nor they would be benefited by these 
books. But the Superiut^MiLdent paid no attention to it.” Another 
portion of the narrative wliich deserves attention is “And when the 
rain sets in the shade is practically washed with water. There is no 
arrangement of seats inside the room. The equipments of the library 
consist of a few almirahs and one old worn out Uible; and this is the so- 
called library and the reading room.” Sir, however, regarding food 
supplies it says “The water which the prisoners get is rain water col- 
lected in some tanks outside the jail from which it is carried through 
pipes”. 

Thf Hon’bl6 Sir ROBERT REID: On a point of order, Sir. May I 
suggest that it would be simpler if Dr. Ohose distributed copies of that 
issue of the “Advance” instead of reading from it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are reading copious extracts from news- 
papers but have you verified the statements made therein!^ Have you 
any personal knowledge of tlie incident-s referred to, or have you satistied 
yourself as to the accuiucy of the reports you have just read out by 
coming in direct touch with such men as possess firsthand knowledge in 
respect thereof!^ 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You had better speak on your own motion on the 
strength of knowledge derived from people who have personal knowledge 
of those matters. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Prisoners who were in Akft 
Andamans and were released after their due time had related these 
things to me and 1 am speaking on what they related to me. Of course 
that report also appeared in the “Advance” and in order to put it in a 
more methodical way 1 was using that paper, otherwise I gathered the 
facte from them. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You had better give your own impression; it 
creates a very unfavourable impression when you go on reading from 
one end of the paper to the other. 

'Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: These are the various things that 
go on in thd They compel the prispners to go on hunger strike 

and Oiifi, is the case about Andamans. Jails outside Bengal are too 
pgEi^n|i]U^t ,beloi^ the eyep of j^he pnhtiqA^d jthefi^foie we hope that the" 
Hember vili give due oonsidendioo to this. 
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As regards^ my other motion the grievances are practically the same 
and these grievances have been admitted even by the Government of 
Bengal in their report. ..This is the report that was available to me and 
it was the report for the yefflr 1934 and in th^ report it is mentioned that 
240 prisoners died out of a total of 64,830. This is not a mean figure 
that out of that total so many people should die in jails. If this death 
had been due to any other causes then there w^ould have been not much 
cause for complaint^ 

(The time allotted to this head having been reached th||fNnember had 
to resume his seat.) ^ 

Both the motions of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose w'ere put and lost. 

The original main demand was then put and agreed to. 


2e<-Polioe. 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: On the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 2,12,01,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “26 — Police”. 

Sir,^ I do not propose to take very long in commenting on this item 
of the budget. I am sorr^^ I cannot point to any striking re#«ctapn in 
the budget demand as compared with last year, but on the other lifend, 
unlike my position this time last year, I have not got to endealtaSr’to 
defend a large increase over the budget estimate and actuals of the 
previous year. I^ast year I had to ask the House to agree to granting 
a sum which amounted to Rs. 7 lakhs in excess of the actuals of thd 
preceding year of which we had figures, and on that occasion I defended 
this demand on the ground that, high as the expenditure was, it was not 
more than was called for by our past experience and by what Govern- 
laont believed to be the present state of affairs and the possibilities of 
the future. It is, as I said then, a form of insurance. The premium is 
a heavy one but the risks at stake are heavy too, land with our experience 
in this province of the menace of terrorism which is still there (though 
I am glad to say that Government feel that the police are on top of the 
terrorists), with our experience of the subversive movements of the last 
5 years, Government could not but decide to maintain their expenditure 
on the police at this high figure. The total budget graiil asked for this 
year including both voted and non^voted — the motion which J moved is 
of coarse for looted alone—^is Rs. 2,30,49,000»a3 compared with the 
revised estimate tor the current year of ]^. 2,29,62,000 and the budget 
Estimate for the cUrrult yEar d Rs. 2,29,98,000. In i|kEr words, there 
is § small increase in the eetfntate this year 87,000 over the 

revised estimaU ahd Its. Si^OOO ov^ the budg<% estitMe, the 

other humd; we^tkke #4 vtibbd^, ^re is ab of Bsi 
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over tke revised estimate of 1936-36 and an increase of Rs. 38,000 over 
^e Imdget estimate of 1936-36. The figures, therefow. da not differ 
very much from those which I presented last year, hut the chief point 
to which I desire to draw the attention of the Rdum is that Government 
are far from being unmindful of tlie necessiCy tSndeavouring to secure 
economy, wherever economy is possible. Partly for this reason and 
partly because they considered it was time to review the situation as 
regards our police forces in the province, they had an enquiry made first 
into the Calcutta police — that was made last year bj' a special officer — 
and secondly^ into the Bengal police by one I.C.S. officer and one police 
officer jointly^. The Bengal police enquiry covered two specific aspects 
of the police, one being the general force and the other the Intelligence 
Branch. The examination of the results of those enquiries is not yet 
complete, but I am able to say that so far as the Cal(‘utta police is con- 
cerned, the Commissioner, though no doubt reluctantly, and 1 pay him 
tribute for overcoming his reluctance, has non-the-less agreed that we 
can reduce one of the armed companies of police in Calcutta by half 
which means an annual recurring saving of Hs. 28,000, and in connec- 
tion with that there is also a saving on account of rates and taxes, 
because the remainder of this company has been housed in the Training 
School building at Dalanda instead of in the Army Clothing building at 
Alipore. That means a saving in rates and taxes, and I hope it will 
conduce to the health of the men, because the Army Clothing building 
was far from satisfactory, whereas the other quarters where they are now 
are mtich better. That is one item of saving I am glad to bo able to 
annouilce. That company I may mention was raised on a temporary 
basis I think in 1931 or thereabout, anyhow at a period within the last' 
five years when things were greatly more disturbed than at present. 'The 
qjOestTon no doubt which members will put in will be “why not reduce 
the whole company The reason is that we have still to use a great 
number of nip on special protection duty, I mean the protection of 
officers and places against possible attacks by terrorists. We cannot yet 
relax or give up our precautions against that particular menace. It*d 
we not to do that I would not have the slightest hesitation in reducing 
our forces still further. Another item on which it is intended to effect 
economy and on similar grounds is that we propfwe to make a reduction 
of a certain number of the extra Buropean police sergeants who were 
recruited in 1931 as a reinforcement to our police in Calcutta when times 
were disturbed antf^Vhen terrorism presented a more menacing form 
than at presAit. That will also enable us to save, I think, Es. 65,000 
annually^ ^There are a number of other recommendations named in 
Mr.*" Stevens' report #hich are still under consideratioti and I hope we 
will be able to effect more savings daring the course of the year, but it 
takes a considsiable^ime to examine those recommendations and Ooverti- 
ment are in a respons&le position in dealing with this question of pduo 
lug iia protective forces. ^ 
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As regards the Bengal Police, I am unable to say very much. It is 
not very long since we received the report of the officers who enquired 
and the examination has only recently commenced, but judging from a 
perusal of the report I would not like to hold out any very sanguine 
hopes to this House that in the Bengal Police any very great reduction 
of expenditure will be possible. I hope there may be some possible, 
but on the other hand these two officers in their enquiry into the 
organisation of the police force in the province have found various 
anomalies, various cases where the sanctioned forces in certain places and 
for certain purposes are fa? below what they ought to have been and in 
some cases they recommend an increase. But the net result if there is 
to be no saving in expenditure will be that the tax-payers wil) get 
better value of their money and that is something. 

There is very little in the way of new expenditure to which I can 
draw attention. There is one thing from the point of view of the forces 
and I am glad to have been able to induce my colleagues to agree to put 
it into the budget, and that is an item shown on page 59 of the red book — 
Eevision of emoluments of the sub-inspectors of police employed in the 
finger print bureau of the Criminal Investigation Department at an 
annual cost of Rs. 4,908. The reason for that revision — of course it 
means an increase because they will get increased allowances — is that 
these officers who are employed in the finger print bureau are specialists. 
They come into the finger print bureau which is a special technical 
branch of the administration and once they are there they are expected 
to stay there. The result is that they lose the chances of promotion to 
higher posts which their fellow officers in the ordinary branct of the 
service expect to have. It is an old complaint with these very deserving 
oflScers — and they are certainly a very deser^’ing body of men, hard- 
working, intelligent and earnest in their duties — it has been a long 
grievance with them that they are kept doing this work which Govern- 
ment are anxious that they should do and yet at tlie siwne tijne they 
are deprived of their chances of promotion and get nothing extr^ I 
hope the House will see anyhow that this is passed. 

I do not think I need detain the House any further in my explanatory 
remarks as I will have plenty of opportunities to speak in connection 
with the cut motions. * 

Motions for reduction or refusal, 

Rai BahldUr Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 79,650 under the head “26A — Presidency Police — 
Superintendence—rPay of officers’* be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I want that rules should be framed with a vie||. to ensure the 
closing of all pan shops in Calcutta after midnight winter and 1 a.m. 
in ittlftmer. For some time past I have been placing this subject jbefore 
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tlie lieg^islative Council, but unfortunately I could not succeed in get- 
tingr an opportunity to bring before the House all that I felt about the 
pan shops in Calcutta. I must begin by*^ saying that there seems to 
be a colossal amount of ignorance amongst my friends in this Council 
about what goes on in Calcutta, especially in connection with these 
pan shops. I am not surprised at that. Pan shops are (*onsidered to 
be derogatory and most of my friends who sit liere have poor knowledge 
about them, !^fy mufaxsal friends, who (‘ome to Calcutta, wjilk in ver>^ 
selected streets of the city and whenever they have to go from one 
place to another they go in motor cars. They seldom come in contact 
with what is actually going on in Calcutta. Some of them take pride 
in being above knowing what a pa/i-shop is. But fortunately or unfor- 
tunately I stand on a different footing. I am a citizen of Calcutta and 
I take pride in l>eing conversant with all that goes on in Calcutta. 
Calcutta is my birthplace and I have been here ever since and am now 
grown old here. I have known what Calcutta may take pride in or for 
which Calcutta may be altogether ashamed. I am perfectly certain 
that w'hen I mention my points alK)ut pan shops my friends who are 
willing to help Calcutta to ameliorate her conditiou, wwld not feel shy 
in being associated with me. But it is no use trying to induce people 
to understand things w'hen they are bent upon not doing it. However, 
there is no barm in hearing from me what actually goes on in most of 
the pan shops in (Calcutta. My European friends may wonder as to 
what a pan shop is; but at any rate, my Indian friends need not be 
told what it is. Those Europeans who have lived in Calcutta for 
sometime past must have noticed the small shops where betel 
prepared ready lor chewing is put up for sale along with sundry other ^ 
things. These are ordinarily called pan shops. There are, I think, in 
Calcutta and its neigh bourhcwd, al>out d,0(K) to 4,(K)0 pan shops. They 
mostly — I would not say all of them, but a large majority of them — 
belong to non-Bengalis. Only a very few of them are found to belong 
to B^ngaliSj whether Muhammadan or Hindu. Mostly they are owned 
by people who come from Bihar, Orissa, Central Provinces, North- 
West Provinces and other provinces outside Bengal. I am sorry to say 
that some of these pan shops belong to women also. Many may not 
know, hut about 40 years ago, there were rows of pan shops near about 
Halliday Street quarter mostly belonging to Muhammadan women ; but 
with the help^f the police they have been done away with. I need 
hardly say that these shops were kept by low women — yon can well 
understand what was going on there — ^they have rightly been done away 
with. Some such pan shop may be seen here and there, but I am glad 
to say that Calcutta has practically been cleansed of these dirty women 
pan-shopkeepers who hovered very largely round about certain quarters 
in those days. I believe I am perfectly right in saying that the 
majori^ of existing pan shops in the city belong to unruly people 
and a Arge number of them are owned by what we may call goondoi. 
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I would not make an indiscriminate remark that all of them belong to 
ffooTtdas, but it is a fact that a large number of them do belong to 
rowdy men or are connected with goondcus. This k a fact Of which the 
police must be aware. Now in almost every street corner there is a 
pan-shop. During the last few years their number has largely in- 
creased. You will find every important street corner has a pan-shjp; 
* in important crossings there were paTi-shops in four corners, we have 

ttese shops everywhere, and in what is called a para we have a 

paTi-shop just at its entrance. 

Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR SAHARA; Is that due to an in- 
crease in the prosperity of the town? 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I do not know: I ant not 
an economic enquirer and therefore I am not in a position to answer 
that question. My present position is that the police ought to enquire 
' whether these par^-shop keepers are honest traders trying to earn their 
livelihood by the business of selling jHin. Sir, what is our general 
knowledge alxmt these paa shops? The stock-in-trade generally con- 
sists of a few bottles of mrated water and some bottles of this and that 
Bort of things and some pans. The total value of the whole of their 
merchandise would be about Us. 10 to Rs. 15 on an average. The rent 
paid by a shopkeeper in an important street corner is high, and on an 
average, not less than Rs. 15 per month — and that is a very moderate 
guess. I would like intelligent police officers and those gentlemen who 
*are in charge of the police administration, to tell us if they sincerely 
believe that all the expenses of the shops and the expenses of their 
keepers are met from the sale of a few paiu and a few bottles of 
mrated water. The presumption, or rather the suspicious presumption, 
goes verj^ far. Many of us are di.sposed to believe that these bottles of 
cerated water and pans are nothing but mere eyewash. They are only 
kept there as ostensible means of livelihood but money is earned by 
other ways and means. These shops are kept open from sunrise, and 
go on for the w’hole day and evening, and a portion of the night. 
Veiy often, if you happen to go out in the streets of Calcutta, at one or 
even two o’clock at night you will find these shops open. This is 
known to medical men, who have to go out in the strefts of Calcutta 
at midnight or later. Those who do not go out after 9 p.m. will be 
Burprisid to hear from me, that at one or two o’clock at night, you will 
find that when no shop is open, the pan-shop is there open, end biasing 
with its brilliant lights. Wbat induces these shops to remain open so 
late at night? How many persons buy pan at dead of night? 1 am 
disposed to ask the authorities to tell us wiener they hojaestly believe 
that the owners of these pan-shops, considering the trouW th^ take, 
the time they spend and the money they spend on these shopfl^ at all 
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get adequate return from the sale of a few pans and a few bot^ea of 
aerated water. I had di^usaion with some influential persons belongs* 
ing to police — I do not like to mention names— on this matter and I 
have never heard anybody say that these pan shop owners depend only 
on the earnings of these pan shops. Pan shops have at times been 
found to act as receivers of stolen articles and at night they form 
convenient places for thieves and goondas to meet. There is a ^neral 
feeling that these pan shopkeepers derive the best portion of their income 
from the illicit sale of certain things, one important thing being the 
sale of wine at night, a matter to which I referred the other day. 
Personally we enquired into the matter and I had occasion to find t)ut 
that there is a good deal of truth in this presumption. It may be said 
that if anybody wants a bottle of al(;ohol after the prohibited hour, all 
that he has to do is to approach his known pan shop, of course some dis- 
crimination is necessiiry — but it is not diflicult to find some pan ihop- 
keeper, who would be quite accommodating to sell a bottle of liquor 
profit of six or eight annas in the rupee, no mutter what wine is 
wanted, imported, foreign, country-made or otherwise; I fear this is^ 
quite a known fact. If anylK)dy came here and said that tho police 
did not know anything about it it would be diflicult to believe him. 

Then I come to cocaine. Sir, large quantities of cocaine are 
imported into Calcutta and Calcutta is the central place from whicli 
cocaine is distri))utod tliroughout Bengal. I am not prepared to hear 
from the authorities that they have been able to R('otch the whole illicit 
trade in cocaine. In the Presidency Magistrates’ courts in Calcutta 
we find very often large quantities of confiscated cocaine brought into 
the court. That conclusively proves that the trade in cocaine is still 
going on. I think that it is not incorrect to say that these pan shops 
form an important link in the gtnieral di.stribution of cocaine from the 
manufacturers down to the prmr victims. The poor victims who have 
become addicts to cocaine know full well that if instead of two annus 
for a grain they agree to pay 8 annas for a grain, all that they have to 
do is to approach the pan shopkeepers and they will have cocaine with- 
out difficulty. This business is mostly done at night and large profits 
are made. I .shall he very glad to hear that I am wrong, but I do not 
think that the police will have the hardihood to fxmtradici what I am 
now saying. ^ Large quantities of cocaine are still being sold through 
the instrumentality of these pan shops, and I delil)enitely make this 
statement and draw the attention of the higher authorities to that. 
Then, during an enquiry which we had had five or six yeaSi ago in 
connection with opium, we came in contact with certain localities^ in 
Calcutta apd there we found that the pan shopkeepers were one of the 
principal instruimpnis ihe sale of charas^ cluindu and similar other 
drugs. Al^thai the addicts had to do was to approach the ‘‘right” 
man Ind ti iere were so many “right” men that there was no difficulty 
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in getting a supply. Then, Sir, \fe find from our experience in tne 
Police Courts that whenever any evidence hae^to he secured, the 
need -only approach these pan shopkeepfers for proof Thh ’“advantage! 
here is that they remain in their shops at all hours of ^e night .vAen 
ordinary people do not move about the streets. They are resorted to 
npt only by the citizens of Calcutta but by the police as well. If a 
police constable in the streets of Calcutta arrests a man, he colhes before 
the court and deposes. If he is asked for corroboration of -evidence by 
witnesses, he will ask for time and, incidentally, he will, bring a 
panwallaJi as his witness. The justification for this is that the pan^ 
wallah is there in the night when other gentlemen cannot be expected 
to be in the streets to serve as witnesses. Sir, that is the kind of men 
from whom these panwalhu couie. If they be honest traders earning their 
livelihood in an honest manner, then I slmll be extremely sorry to do 
anything against them; but most of them are not. From the police 
point of view, it is worth while finding out whether they cannot 
^regulate these pan shops. I do not w-ant them to be done away with; 
1)ut I tlrant that their owners should be listed and regulated. You 
have registered medical men, nurses and even eating houses have been 
regulated and controlled in Calcutta: but I fail to understand what 
serious obstacle is there to control these pan shopkeepers. I should like 
to know what is the use of a pan shop after 12 o’clock at night. I 
admit that llengalis are very inmdv addicted to pan. They want poM 
not only after a dinner but they want it in season and out of season. 
It is almost a vice prevalent amongst us, but I do not want to say 
anything about tliat now. However, can it be seriously contended that, 
if at 12 o'clock at night a man does not get a supply of jyan, he will be 
very seriously affected? Then, why allow these pan sliopkeepers to keep 
open whole niglit. The only justification for that would be a glass of 
water perhaps; but for that the Corporation have provided spouts, 
from which water can he had. Will it he at all serious to any class of 
citizens if pans are not available after midnight in the streets of 
Calcutta? Sir, that is in short why I ask the Government to consider 
whether it is not desirable, with a view to checking or minimising the 
commission of certain crimes in Calcutta at night, to regulate these 
pan shops. I remember that formerly Calcutta theatres were un- 
regulated : Some years ago the Corporation of Calcutta ruled that after 
1 o’clock all theatres should be closed and that rule is still in force. If 
amusement places are closed and eating houses are closed at 1 o'clock, 
I oannoi^see why similar action cannot be taken to close pan shops in 
Caioutfis, by framing rules to regulate them so as to keep them within 
the bounds of law and order. 

Mr* Pi BAME Rills While speaking on this motion Haiidhan 
Dutt has given us a very interesting discourse as to what ^akes .place 
at night in these pan shops, and I hogip pur Police Chief here will 
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Iftka k selions note of the state of avoirs that has been brought to our 
that most of these shops are run by ffooftdag. 
K inat «a,* wh3t is the reason that so many shops are springing up 
at flmost .every^ important street corners? The reason is, Sir, that 
most of these shops are run b\ the Special Department of Govern- 
ment and that their men are there watching tlie movements ol tho 
terrorists at dead of uiglit. It, therefore, these shops are closed at 
a certain hour at night, the Special Branch will be put to a lot ol 
trouble. We know. Sir, that the persons at the helm of affairs dBO 
far as the Police Department is concermHl, naturally will not go out 
on inspection. Had they done so, they would have seen that their 
men had always to depend on the men on the spot, and that the most 
reliable men they could have were the pn/nmlhis. Wlienever the 
police are asked what witness they can produce, they will at once say 
that they will bring witness, if required. I know it for certain, Sir, 
that they • will then catch hold of a paturnUa and fabricate the 
evidence to be given by him. In return for that, the pantcaUa, us a 
smuggler of cocaine, has always got as his friend and accompftce the 
constable on duty near his shop. If this motion is accepted, I think, 
another weapon will be ])laced in the hands of the police although it 
will not be able to stop cocaine smuggling. Unless, therefore. Gov- 
ernment take any .step to effectively control the matter, cocaine 
smuggling will never be stopped, even though pan shops are closed 
after 1 a.m. On the other hand, it will help the police to extract 
some more money from those innocent pan wallas who have nothing 
to do with smuggling, if they will keep their shops open after that 
hour. If, however, shops are clo.sed at 10 o’clock at night when we 
find any number of men passing along the streets of Calcutta it 
will be difficult to keep them open to sell cocaijiflLi jau the presence of 
such pedestrians. Another thing that I would suggest is tlie frequent 
transfer of police officers from one station to another. Excepting 
the Commissioner of Police, all police officers from the Deputy Com- 
missioner downwards and all police constables should be transferred 
after every six months. If that is done, every officer will be new to 
his job and will have to go out frequently on inspection. This will 
prove a terror to ordinary constables, and they will take particular 
care to see that police orders are obeyed. This in conse<]uence will 
put a check to smuggling and such other offences. There has no 
doubt been considered improvement in the Traffic Department for 
which the Hon^ble Member deserves my congratulations. Bui. in the 
other branches of the Police Department there are bribery and irrup- 
tion all through. It cannot be denied that matters will improve if 
only the heads of the department will move about, but the difficulty 
ie that the Iteads #f departments are always shining officials who will 
never move about unless they are very much disturbed. As a matter 
of fact, pe4iti<^na after petitioBS never reach th|^ highest official but 



|12 


DEMANDS FOB GRANTS. 


[20TBfHAE.» 


go into tlie waste paper basket. That is our grievance ^fainst rei 
iapism; that is the drawback of the British administratio# in ibi^ 
•onntry. I do not kiiow , whether suggestion will be accepted, but 

if that is done) I can assure the Hon’ble Member that it will save the 
inn<^ent panwalla at least from police zoolum. 

Mr# C* P. HOGG: Mr. President, Sir, had I not been long enough 
in this House to be little surprised at anything I would have been 
astonished at the suggestion that the Provincial Legislature be in- 
vited to vote on a motion for the closing of pan shops. But I also 
find that in the course of the discussion a good many surprising 
things have been disclo.sed. One would naturally suppose from see- 
ing the ordinary pan shops in the streets that there can hardly be 
a less hannful institution than a shop of that kind; but we dis- 
covered from the speech of Dr. Haridhan Dutt that these shops ar® 
a centre of great evils. I’hey are the means of purveying alcohol, 
cocainfi, and false evidence and are api>arently the foundation on 
whidi the Special Branch does its work. Many of us had no idea 
that the pan shops occupied such an imjK)rtaut place in the social and 
administrative life of tlie city. I would observe, Sir, that no 
examples have been given, and no illustrations have been offered to 
the House of these grave evils, and T can only assure my bon’bl© 
friends that if they will be good enough to go to any of the police or 
excise officers who are interested in these matters, they will he only 
too glad to know where alcohol and cocaine are sold against the law. 
It is suggested that these shops should he closed at 1 o clock or at 
12 o’clock in the cold weather. How that would stop the sale of 
alcohol or cocaine, I am unable to understand. The sale will prob- 
ably go on in much the same way. But, Sir, I liAve much more 
serious objection to this motion. The main point to which I would 
invite the attention of the House is that the subject is one primarily 
for the Calcutta Corporation. These shop-keepers obtain their 
licenspfl from the (Corporation. The Corporation has power to issue 
a license, if they so choose, and to compel every shopkeeper to take 
a license. The provisions of the Act are very clear; the Corporation 
may not only insist upon a license, but they may lay down the res- 
trictions and conditions subject to which the license is t® be granted. 
If these restrictions and conditions are infringed or evaded, then the 
licensee may be dealt with. There seems to be no reason, why this 
/ step should not be taken in the Calcutta Corporation. Only two days 
ago, if I recollect rightly, Dr, Haridhan Dutt was advising his friends 
on the other side of th® House to go back to the Corporation to solve 
many of those problems which were then under diseussion. Ho 
advised the Muhammadan group to resume their |>laoe in the Cor- 
poration and deal with those problems to which thf 'mawt of that 
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li^ld drawn attention. May t- ask our worthy Doctor to 
Hbllow hit own prescription and to raise thii question in the Corpora- 
tion at any rate in the first instatoe? Sir, I oppose the motion* 
The motion was put ami lost. 

(The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes. i 


(After Adjournment.) 

MTi PRESIDENT: Motion No. 450, Mr. Narendra Kumar Dasu, 
will you please move it ? 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, there is no quorum. 

The President then directed Secretary to rin^,^ the bell. After a 
short lapse of time, the Secretary counted the num]>er and informed 
the President tliat there was a quorum present. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U. We have come to such a 
pass after seven years oi wilderness that even for the police budget it 
is difficult to get a quorum in this Hou.se. However, T may move it 
and with your leave 1 will speak on them collectively that certain 
demands for temporary police force he refused. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not quite follow you. You are moving 
motion No. 450. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I shall also draw the atten- 
tion of the House and yoUis to motions No.s. 450, 450, 471, 470, 470, 
480, 483, 493, 494, and 41^5 which all deal with temporary forces. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you want to move them all at once and 
make one speech on them? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Because they all relate to the same head? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Sir Robert, have you any objection? 

'Tilt HtiPtllt Sir ROBERT REIOs Mr. Bad| retd the numbers ao 
■nn qmoi|r 1 could not foUow him. 
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Mr. NAREMDRA KUMAR BASUs I meant motion Nos. 4% 
458, 471, 473, 479, 480, 483, 493, 494 and 495, they are all regardinf 
ihe refusal of supplies for temporary forces. 

The Hon’bte Sir ROBERT REID: I have no objection. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I beg to move that 
demand of Es. 34,975, under the head “2CA — Presidency Police — 
(a) — Superintendence — Pay of establishment — Temporary establish- 
ment'* be refused. 

Also that the demand of Rs. 2,12,000 under the head “26A — Presi- 
dency Police — (b ) — Calcutta Police — Pay of establishment — Tempo- 
rary Force” be refused. 

Also that the demand of lls. 1,500 under the head “26B — Police — 
B — Superintendence — Pay of establishment — Temporary establish- 
ment” be refused. 

Also that the demand of Es. 14,000 under the head “2GC — Police — 
District Executive Force — (a) — District Police — Pay of officers — 
Temporary officers” be refused. 

Also that the demand of Es. 3,60,000 under the head ‘‘26C — Police 
— District Executive Force — Pay of establishment — Other temporary 
force” be refused. 

Also that the demand of Rs. 6,87,200 under the head “26C — Police 
— District Executive Force — Police Force — Pay of establishment — 
Temporary District Intelligence staff” be refused. 

Also that the demand of Rs. 13,620 under the head ‘‘26C — District 
Executive Force — Establishment — Temporary establishment” be 
refused. 

Also that the demand of Rs. 50,000 under the head ”260 — Police 
— Criminal Investigation Department — Pay of officers — Temporary 
officers” be refused. 

Also that the demand of Rs. 60,000 under the head ”26G — Police 
— Criminal Investigation Department — Pay of establishment — ^Tempo- 
rary establishment” be refused. 

Also that the demand of Rs. 5,40,333 under the head “26G — Police 
. — Criminal Investigation Department — Pay of establishment — Tempo- 
rary Force” be refused. 

I will ask the House to consider two or three points with regard to 
this questioti. So far as 1 can make out from the budget the total 
demand for pay of officers and establishment in the Police Department, 
excluding the special police and the Police Traiftliip flrhmd, is 
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Rfl. 1,56,98,526. Of this tremendous sum the demani' for pay of 
temporary forces conies up to Rs. 19,99,278, roughly Rs. 20 lakhs, that 
is to say, more than 13 per cent, of the total for the pay of police 
officers and men. My submission is that the entertainment of this 
large temporary force is fair neither to the men who are temporarily 
employed nor to the country. 

Turning first to the asjiect of the men themselves the House will 
see that some of these men have been in temporary service lor seteral 
years now. I believe there are instances of men being in temporary 
service for 8 or 10 years now. That being so not to absorb them in 
permanent Government service is I ap]>iehend iiniair to these men 
because they may be turned adrift at any moment when their jieriod 
of usefulness and the period when they can get other jobs elsewhere is 
gone and the}^ will have to shift lor themselves. That brings me 
practically to the second question, viz., how it ntTects the public. As 
is well known it is comiuou human nature, not confined to permanent 
or temporary police men, that if a man has got a temporary job he 
would like to see that tlie job is made j>erniane!it. The entertainment 
of this large temporary force means that these men have got to make 
out a reason for their continued existence. I am not confining my 
remarks to terrorist crimes or to pseudo-t<‘rrorist crimes or to what are 
known as the Intelligence Branch and other things hut 1 am taking 
them in a lump and I say that these tem]K)rary policemen in all these 
branches, I take it, have been recruited beciause the ordinary number 
for whom, as I have just stated, we pay about Us. 13G lakhs is not 
sufficient to maintain the peace or 1<» keep law and order or to do other 
things which are the necessary duties of the police. We all know and 
we know it to our cost tha< for some time now the police — 1 am not 
talking of the Calcutta Police — I am talking of the vxufaual police 
mostly and it is partly too of the Calcutta Police also — the police 
neglect their ordinary duties, that crime is increasing and all because 
they are busy hunting for political crimes. 

There is also another unfortunate circumstance to which I drew the 
attention of the Hon'ble Member during the last session of the Council, 
namely, the jealou.sy between the different branches of the police — the 
District Force, the Intelligence Force and the iSpecial Force — and as 
I pointed out it was in evidence in the Chittagong Armoury Raid Case 
— evidence of the kotwali sub-inspector that he had given notice of 
the impending raid to the officers of his department at least 3 Jays 
before the raid but I do not know whether it was the Intelligence 
Branch which pooh-pwffied that idea but they took no notice of it and* 
the terrible’ raid occurred. That illustrates to my mind the difficulty 
of having these policemen in water-tight compartments and if you 
have on the top of that temporary men in such large numbers— Rs. 20 ^ 
lakbs are meant for a very small number of policemen — I submit 
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to have such terg-e number of temporary policemen is merely to add 
to the troubles and tribulations of the populace for whose benefit, *1 
take it, the police are maintained. I have for two or three years past 
brought this matter to the notice of the Hon’ble Member during the 
course of the budget discussion. His only reply so far has been that 
on account of political crimes temporary police forces have got to be 
maintained. Hut as I said temporary policemen are to be founds uot 
only (J am not (juite sure about the nomenclature of the branch and 
the Hon’ble Memlx^r will correct me, if I am wrong) in the Intelligence 
Branch alone or in the Ciiminal Investigation Department Branch — 
I do not know which deals with political crimes — but they are to be 
found according to the budget in every one of t])e budget sulvheads 
except the Special Police and the Sarda Training College. I therefore 
submit that there is no reason why this huge sum of Rs. 20 lakhs 
should be granted by this Council. I move my cuts. 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: Mr. Basu has been somewhat brief 
and ill view of the fact that apparently this subject interests no other 
member of the House T jiropose to lie brief also. T was not in a position 
to contradict him hut I am (luilc ])repared to uccejit his arithmetic 
as regards tlie proportion of this temporary force to the whole force. 
He made two preliminary points, the first was that the maintenance 
of this large temporary force is fuir neither to the men nor to the 
country. T (|uite agree to a certain extent on both points. It is 
a hardship to the men tf) he maintained on a temporary basis for so 
long. The reason from the point of view of (invei'ninent why these 
forces arc maintained on a temporary liasis is, to j)ut it quite frankly, 
that Governnn'iit have always been hoping that things will improve 
and they miglit he able to get rid of the temporary force and therefore 
there was no justification for saddling the country with a permanent 
burden in the shape of expendituie on this force. When you have 
had an additional temporary fone, as we had it during the last few 
years, it is not easy to say at any particular moment that that additional 
force ought to lie made permanent. At the same time Government 
are in this position that they do not feel justified in asking the country 
to pay permanently for this force which they hope they can remove 
at short notice. But, as Mr. Basu said, it is hard on men to be 
maintained and kept for five or six years on a temporary basis. It 
affects them in all sort of ways: they cannot get any increment of 
pay; they get no permanent tenure of office, and so on. From the 
financial point pf view' Government find themselves in a difficult posi- 
tion, On the one band, they feel they are not justified in reducing 
the force straightaway. On the other hand, they do not consider that 
conditions are such that the force can be made permanent. Mr. Basu 
said that it was notifair to maintain this force on a temporary basis 
either from the point of view of the men or from th« point of view 
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of the public. He said that these men had to try and make out reasons 
for their continued existence, and quite naturally. I do not agree 
when he says that the Bengal Police as a whole are spending a great 
part of their time in hunting out political crimes in order to justify 
their existence. I do not believe for a moment that that is at all the 
case. This question of the maintenance of the temporary force is a 
poijpit which recently we asked two offi(‘ers of Government to enquire 
into. Mr. Twynam of the I. C. S. and Mr. Gordon of the Indian 
Police were put on special duty to enquire into the general strength 
and organisation of the Bengal police force, as 1 said in connection 
with another motion, on two lines : one was the general force and 
the other the Intelligence Branch. One thing to which their particular 
attention was drawn was the (piestiou as to how far it was necessary, 
as far as one could foresee the future, to retain any or all of this 
temporary force on a pennanent basis. We have recently got their 
report. It has not been fully examined, but from a perusal of it, I 
think, I should anticipate that a (*onsiderable portion of this temporary 
force will be made permanent or at any rate it is the opinion of the 
Police Department that a considerable portion of that force should be 
made permanent. That will remove the grievances of the men in this 
temporary employment and Mill relieve them of the necessity of making 
out reasons for their continued existence. We discussed this last year, 
and I can only rep<‘at what I said last year that this temporary force 
was nece8sitate<l and was engaged at a time when conditions Mere very 
much disturbed both on account of the teiTori.st movement and on 
account of other subversive movements. Things have improved decided- 
ly since, and, as I said just noM% I hope it may l)e possible to reduce 
this force to some extent — I cannot say how much, Ix’cause Government 
are taking great responsibility if they decide to reduce a force Mdiicli 
has been in existence for a considerable number of years, and also it 
is very difficult to anticipate M'hat the future may bring forMard. I 
can only repeat the old thesis that it is a sort of insuram e, the premium 
is high in Bengal but the risks at stake are high too. 1 beg to oppose 
the motions. 

The motions were then, by leave of the Council, Muthdrawn. 

« Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: 1 beg to move the following 
motions ; — 

(1) **That tje demand of Es. 2,10,000 under the head ‘26 A — 
Presidency Police — Calcutta Police — Inspectors' be reduced by Rs. 100 
(interferenoo in peaceful labour meetings.)" 

(2) "Thai the demand of Rii. 2,19,000 under the head ‘26A — 
Pnesidency Police— Calcutta Police — Inspectors’ be reduced by Rs. lOQ 
(forcible breaking up of labour meetings)." 
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(3) ‘‘That the demand of Es. 2,10,000 under the head *26G — 
Presidency Police — Calcutta Police — Pay of establishment — Inspectorp’ 
be reduced by Es. 100 (disposal of properties belongin,^ to the labour 
organisation).*^ 

(4) ^‘That the demand of Es. 89,150 under the head ‘26A — Presi- 
dency Police — Pay of officers* be reduced by Es. 100 (unauthorised 
order under section 144, I. P. C., by the Police officers against labour 
leaders and meetings).** 

(5) ‘‘That the demand of Es. 33,98,000 under the head ‘26A — 
Presidency Police — Calcutta Police — Pay of officers’ be reduced by 
Es. 100 (prohibition of lalnuir meetings and demonstrations by the 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta).** 

Sir, my object is to enter an emphatic protest against arbitrary 
police interference in peaceful labour meetings of this city. Sir, 
all over the world since the crisis of capitalism has held the entire 
civilisation, minus the Soviet union, in the grip of an unprecedented 
economic crisis, inevitable condition by tlie internal contradictions of 
capitalism and Imperialism, the labour movement has been gathering 
strength day by day as the only movement calcxilated to usher in the 
socialist society to unplace this capitalist chans. All capitalist Gov- 
ernmenta and the world have not failed to note that the militant 
labour and the agrarian movennuit sounds the death-knell of the selfish, 
profiteering and chaotic system on which tlie present Governments are 
founded. In Calcutta, ns a special example, we have noticed during 
the last two years, increasing high-handedness and interference on the 
part of the police even in peaceful labour and peasant meetings called 
avowedly for the redress of the economic plight of the workers, to which 
there is no parallel in the entire world. Perhaps it is still fresh in 
the public mind how the deliberate rowdyism caused by the police and 
provocaters in a labour meeting in the Albert Hall, under the auspices 
of the I/eague against Gandhism, called for very caustic comments even 
from the trying Magistrate, whicffi is not very usual in this enslaved 
country. Lucid light was thrown in this case on how the public money 
was derived from the impoverished people of the country and spent by 
police officers in cooking up stories and giving false evidence against 
these impoverished people themselves. Even brutality ought to have 
its limits. There has been occasions when absolutely legal and pe^pe-* 
ful labour meetings have been broken up by force. " Is it any wonder 
that under these circumstances the workers and peasants, who supply 
the life-blood of the nation, are being embittered agnjnst the Govern- 
mentP If the Government do want to stop all legitimate labour 
movements in this country, let them say so plainly and not stab the 
workers on the back, while showing hypocritical sympathy Wfth the 
masses. The masses, apparently, are forgotten when fat salaries are 
drawn out of the money supplied by the starving masses, I ask, Sir, 
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wliellier the police go and break up meetings when employers meet 
and hatch nefarious plans to increase their profits by driving down the 
unspeakably low wages of the workers. The objective result of such 
behaviour is obviously to strengthen the already strong capitalist hand 
against the legitimate interests of workers. 

I draw the pointed attention of the Government to certain recent 
robberies of the properties bclnijging to certain labour and peasant 
organisations of this eitj^ committed by the police. In one search of 
the East Indian Railway Workers’ Uniim at Lillooah nearly a thousand 
copies of the perfectly legal labour newspapers were taken away and 
never returned. A cyclostyle for which there was a perfectly valid 
declaration was taken away by the police from the j)remisea of the 
Labour Party, Bengal, in Chittaranjan Avenue and was npver returned. 
Such instances of the illegal activity of the police could be multiplied. 
And it is this police which is supposed to maintain law and order. 
There is but one conclusion to be drawn from these incidents, viz., 
that the police are malevolently inspired against even legitimate trade 
union activity and working cla.ss movement. It may be remembered, 
Sir, that those properties of working class organisations, however 
small they might seem to jx'ople living in palaces, getting large profits 
or drawing fat cheques at the cost of the ixmr man — these properties 
have been acquired by those impoverished workers at tremendous 
sacrifice in order to put up their only fight against hunger and exploita- 
tion. The police force in this province 4iaa many dark spots. But I 
submit, Sir, that this heartless, illegal and pilfering game is one of 
the darkest. 

Further, I draw the attention of this House to the fact that in 
many labour struggles, the p<dice, subjectively or objectively, help 
the employers as against the workers, by taking recourse to the handy 
seqtion 144, I.P.C. Instances are numerous when by the simple appli- 
cation of this section by a stroke of the pen the police have prevented 
the movement of trusted labour leaders and organisers, &c., and thus 
have tried to checkmate strikes to the obvious benefit of the einployers. 
We know of no instance where a similar order has been passed either 
on tke employers or on the black-legs or on the hired goondas of the 
employers. And yet the.se workers are driven to fight under (he most 
appaling conditions for their bread and elementary rights. Such action 

only be interpreted as supporting the wealthy as against the needy. 
It Hits now become a scandal how this section 144 has become practi- 
cally a routine for stemming every labour and peasant movement in 
this province. In fact the situation has degraded so much that this 
avalanche of section 144 is expected by every sincere worker who 
wishes to advance the labour movement in this province. It is almost 
as sure to come as the rains after summer, the misuse of this section 
has become the greatest menace to the workers, that it has become 
a pet measure of the police to fight every legitimate labour movement 
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’Hb Akoim. % the recent incident at the match factory at Alambasar, 
irhere a polite officer asked a grotip of labour leaders te disperse a 
labour meeting saying that ' there was order under section 144 and 
without showing the Ma^strate^ order.- Tf the police wanted to 
throttle the movement of the poor men for bread, the police could not 
have thought of a similar procedure. And yet the police and the 
Government are said to keep the balance of justice between the faf 
employers and the lean workers. Hypocrisy and brutality ought to 
have their limits even in a capitalist society. In the name qf the 
workers of this province, of their wives and of their children who 
hunger from one end of the year to the other, who drag on a miserable 
existence in filthy hovels or w'here bed is the pavement, I appeal most 
fervently to this House to unanimously support my motion to regisier 
righteous and indignant protest against the inhuman and unauthorised 
use of this section which cuts at the root of the very remnants of lib^Hy 
which the masses still possess to struggle for their bread an^ a barely 
human existence. 

Mfi Pt BANERJIS I rise to support these motions. The Hon^ble 
Member will now find that tlie accusations against the police are now 
eprhadiug from this side of the House to a different side altogether, 
and members who have never opened their mouths against the police 
during this regime in the Council have now come forward to accuse 
the police; and the accusations, Sir, I must say, are very eerious. One 
instance that has been given bears out my routeiition — as I have often 
called them — that they are practically a hand of raiders when they 
visit the offices of the labour organisations. That particular instance 
is one of many. There are many other instances when, wherever they 
go, they take aw'iiv their belongings and destroy them, but when peti- 
tions are made to the police they are not returned. The people are 
made to go to the thana and are asked to attend it from time to time 
and thus waste their time for nothing. Ultimately, Sir, these things 
are never returned. In this particular rase, the Hon^ble Member has 
got it on the authority of my friend, Maulvi Muhammad Fazlullah, 
that a cyclostyle and some books and papers have not been returned, 
although they were taken away by the police forcibly; and there^ is 
nothing to wonder at it, Sir. I may again submit that whenever 
they hear of any meeting being organised by labour in any public 
place, the police go there sometimes on horseback and, in many cases, 
trample the people under the feet of their horses, regardless of whether 
it hurts them or not. Then, Sir, their lathi charge, is too well known 
to need fresh mention. Everyone knows, except perhaps my European 
friends of thpse things, so that they may be surprised how it may be 
possible for such things to be done under a civilised govemmilit. Btjt 
if it is“ possible for them to go about the streets qi Calcutta in disguise, 
then they would find that things are quite different from what they 
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Labour Commissioner and I consider that this officer, instead of sitting 
tight in Writers’ Buildings, should himself go out and settle these 
disputes instead of referring them to the employers. The situation iri^ 
daily becoming more and more acute and 1 once more submit that 
Government must not sit tight but stop this oppression on labour by 
the police, and see that their grievances are redressed. With these 
words, Sir, I support the motions. 

Mftliivi ABUL KA8EM: Now that the life of this Council is 
coming to a close and elections are in view, it is Woming necessary 
for us Jo ventilate the grievances or the supposed grievances of our 
electors and therefore I would like to support m) friend. But there 
is one thing about which I have to sny a word or two. There is no 
doubt that Government generally support capitalists, whether against 
labour or against the p(K>r, and one thing that comes prominently to 
my mind in this connection is the imposition of an enormous import 
duty on coarse cloth and yarn. That was done to fatten the mill- 
owners of Bombay so that they may ride their Bolls Boyces. Certainly, 
Sir, labour is sometimes oppressed by capitalists. Then, again, is 
not labour oj)pressed in our private houses? Do we pay them hand- 
somely for the work that they do for us? It is not only mills, factories 
and steamer coinpanies who ein])loy lalK)ur! Every individual in his 
own W(»rld does so. Sir, 1 uin absolutely a cultivator and I know the 
effect ot this legislation on this clas.s of people. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Whv are aou going into all these things? 
We are now discu.ssing the conduct of polii'e towards labour and 
nothing more or less. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: I am reterring to the legislation which 
the Legislative Assembly i)assed when I was a member of that body. 
They have passed rules that any labour 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. I do not understand what you 
mean. Certain motions are now l>efore the House and they have been 
moved on certain specific grounds. You must confine your remarks to 
those motions and stick to the .grounds as well. 

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: Do eventhing you like to punish capi- 
talists, but also take steps against those who tyrannise over labour. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. You are not following my 
instructions. 

Maidif ABUL KASEM. Perhaps, Sir, I could not follow you. 
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in’. PRESIDENT: Then let me repeat what I said for your 
g;;aidaii€e. Certain motions are now before the House and you are 
expected to speak to those motions. These have been moved on some 
spacific jrroiiiuls and you have got to stick to them. 


Maifivi ABUL KA8EM: All right. Sir. My attenti(m has now 
been drawn to the motion — forcible breaking up of labour meetings. 
I, say, Sir, that if there is any forcible breaking up of labour meetings, 
Government should take steps, but I also submit that those i>eopIe 
who exploit lalxnir for their own purpose should not go unpunished. 


The HOfi’ble Sir ROBERT REID: I am sony to observe, Sir. that 
none of my capitalist friends have jum]>ed up to reply to the serious 
accusations made against them. I do not propose to defend the capital- 
ists because I do not think that in connection with these motions the 
capitalists are really the villains of tlie piece. It is the police who are 
the villains of the piece lH*re, The mover of the motions, so far as I 
have been able to follow him, was dissatisfied with the ac’tion of the 
police in interfering with labour meetings and I think for robbing 
labour organisations <»f their leaflets and literature of some sort. 
Mr. Banerji has also partii iilarised the theft of a cyclostyle machine. 
To begin with, I must make it i>erfectly clear that Government have no 
intention of interfering in any way with legitimate labour or 
trade union activities. That is a principle which any decent 
Government is iKoind to accept and follow; and the Bengal Govern- 
ment have con.sistently followed that principh* throughout. But 
what we do object to ;ind will not tobTate are th(‘ labour — the so- 
called lalxuir — organisations which aie run for illegitiniate jnirpOHes 
and, in particular, for the pur)K)se td pro]>jigating coinmuni.st activi- 
ties, the declared pur|K>se of cfuiimuiiism l»eing to subvert tlie ordered 
society and generally the oideicd life of the conntrv. It was for that 
reason that on the 1st of March, Government ishued a notification 

under the Indian (Viminal Law' ('Amendment) Act, 1908. in which they 
declared certain asstuiations t(> be unlawful associations. The reason 
Government gave in the notifi(ation w'as that these associations — and I 
might say that (iovernraent had amjde rea.son to be satisfied that they 
were correct in this view — had as their object interference w’ith the 
administration of law and with maintenance of law and order, and that 
they constituted a danger tf) the public j^eace. Under that notification 
of March la,st year, 13 associations were declared to be unlaw’ful. They 
included the Calcutta Communist Party and the Indian Proletarion 
Revolution Party and a number of other associations of which the titles, 
though apparently those of labour or trade union organisations, were 
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distinctly misleading. They were declared unlawful in that notifica- 
tion of March, 1935, and thin was followed up by a notification by thp 
Commissioner of Police, — a perfectly legal and legitimate notification 
— which he made under section 62(«) of the Calcutta Police and sec- 
tion 39(n) of the Calcutta Suburban Police Act with Government sanc- 
tion for which Government took full resjwusibility 

Mfi P. BANERJI: Are they registered unions? 

Th0 Hon’ble Sir* ROBERT REID: That has nothing to do with it. 
They were associations declared unlawful under the Indian Criminal 
I/aw (Amendment) Act, 1908, and, incidentally, it is perfectly easy 
under the Trade Union Act to get any kind of associations registered. 
It does not follow that merely because an association fa a registered 
trade union it is a legitimate trade union organisation. 

As I was saying, Sir, the Commissioner of Police with the sanction 
of Government and in order to prevent disturbances in the city, in order 
to j>revent |>eaceful citizens l)eing hara.ssed in going about their daily 
avocations, issued an order that any processions, meetings or demons- 
trations on behalf of or in furtherance of those organi.sations should not 
be held without the express i>ermi8sion in writing of the Commissioner 
of Police — he did not prohibit them absolutely but prohibited them 
being held without his i>ermission — and that order still holds good. 
I submit. Sir, that the order w^as jx*rfectly justified, and Government 
were perfectly correct in issuing it in order that the life in this city 
should not be disturbed by unruly demonstrations of organisations 
which were connected with those bodies and which had l)een declared 
unlawful under that Act. And that is the position up to date. As I 
have said before, Government have no intention of inteilering with 
legitimate labour activities and in fact 1 may claim that Government 
have gone very far in tolerating demonstrations by various so-called 
trade union bodies in the past. As regards this question which the 
mover has referred to, what he was pleased to call robberies by the 
police, 1 think it is worth while mentioning it — although the mover of 
that motion is not listening — what hapj)ened was this. The typewriter 
was seized from the headquarters of the Calcutta Communist Party and 
two cyclostyle machines from the headquarters of two other associations 
which came under that prohibitory notification of 1st March, 1935. 
The tyi>ewriter was confiscated under the orders of the Magistrate, in 
other words, the police had no part in the matter whatever. The two 
cyclostyle machines have never been claimed. So you can hardly say 
that the police had stolen proiwty to which somebody else had a legi- 
tittate claim. I beg to oppose the motions. 


The motions were put and lost. 



193^3 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

MWIvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: 1 beg to mov( 


32a 


Tlw Hon’bla Sir ROBERT REID: Ou a point of order, Sir. May 
I enquire how 457 comes under “26A — Presidency Police” P It doo» 
not come into the picture at all at this stage. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: But it does come under your portfolio. 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: Oh yes, it does. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think, in that case, he can move lM>th th# 
motions together. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: I heg to uu)ve that the 
demand of Ks. 8!hl50 under the head — Presideiuy Police — Pay 

of officers” be reduced by Rs. 100 (reiwrts of conaiplion, bribery, in- 
efficiency and tavouritisiii ) . 

I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 89,150 under the head ‘‘2GA— 
Presidency Police — Pay of officers” l)e reduced by Rs. 100 (api>()int- 
ment of members t>f the Noakhuli Krishuk Samity as special 
constables). 

From year to year a lion share is lavishly provided to police, making 
inadequate provision for the nation-building works whereas reports of 
inefficiency and corruption of various description of the iK)lice adminiH- 
t ration are freiiuently received from all jmrts of Bengal. Failure of 
the i>olice to coj)e with the crime has reached its climax in certain difl- 
tricts of Bengal and this can be proved from the abnormal increase of 
(ase.s both detected and undetected from year to year. One is bewild- 
eied to think how this can be jKJssible at all if the ixilice are active, 
honest and comj)etent enough to detect crimes. Our peojde have lost 
faith in the honesty and regard for truth in jx)lice force ; who us we find 
now, hiive more intelligence to make money than to detect crimes, 
more power to harrass, terronse the weak and the innocent than to 
check the real offenders and i^eace-brinikers in society. 1 shall cito 
some concrete in.stances from my own district. The hon’hle members 
of this house are aware of several dacoities in rapid succession in the 
district of Nuakhali. Such dacoities are still l)eing committed. I 
know that in some cases, for example, Char Badu, Lemua, Badarpur, 
Hashandi, Dehala, Karpara, Kariiiipore dacoities, etc., many inno- 
cent persons were arrested and remanded to hajat for several months 
and at last discharged and even in 90 per cent, of the caiies no 
charge sh^t was submitted. In some other cases, such as Naharkhil, 
Cffiayani, etc., no arrest was made at all — no clue whatsoever was pos- 
sible. In some cases apparently innocent people were arrested «and 
barrassed and in others no arrests were made at all. The reason 
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is not far to seek. It is difficult to imagine when one has gone 
through the detailed history of the cases just cited by me that justice 
is a thing of commodity with the unscrupulous people vested with the 
power to defend our life and property. Sir, from my j^ersonal know- 
ledge of these cases I say that there are real culprits — and there shall 
4ilwaya remain real (ulj)rits undiscovered, undetected, untouched by 
the hand of the police so long they have means to purchase their free- 
dom and the jwor innocent j^eople will never be spared unless they can 
satisfy the demand of the ix)lice. To ignore this fact in the system 
'Of jKjlice administration is to shut our eyes fiom the tmth. 

Sir, a dacoity was committed at Pedda in the district of Tippera. 
A big gang of Noakhali could be traced and disclosed to the police by 
some public spirited gentlemen of my district. Two of the accused 
made a confessional statement — what was the fate of that dacoity? 
Of the i)ersons mentioned in the confessional statements only 14 or 
15 were arrested but charge sheet was submitted in the name of three 
only. There were [wlice informers and an imi>ortant big landholder 
implicated in this, but he was not apprehended. Only tliree were con- 
victed and the rest could easily escai)e trial for obvious reasons. 

In Char Badu (’ase some innocent boys of resj)ectable parentage 
were arrested and detained in hajat for several days and many imfair 
methods were being adopted for their identification by got-up witnesses 
by the investigating ofH(‘er w’ithout success, the mention of which will 
be found still now in the record. Ultimately these boys were dis- 
charged and no charge sheet was submitted against them. But the 
boys w'ere let go after a ransom. 

An inspection to the jiersonal and case diaries of Bubu Pran Gopal 
Roy and Babu Bankim Uhandra Sen wull show what jobbery and law'- 
lessness are prevailing at Noakhali in the name of law and order. I 
again urge the Government for an ins|)ection of the disposed of G. B. 
cases since I9dd against Krishak Samity members and you will see 
that 98 jH’r cent, of the cases launched against Krishak Samiti members 
were false. Did the police take legal opinion for launching these 
prosecutions? And if not, why no action has been taken against the 
|X)lice officers for starting false cases and waste of public money. 

Now-a-days people scarcely come to the police-stations to give infor- 
mations for fear of insult, assault and financial embanassment. In 
many cases, rather, generally, if the informant cannot spend a substan- 
tial money then he is sure to be tried for lodging a false complaint. 
Such a reference was made in “Desher B«ui” last year. 

If the innocent people are thus made to suffer in the name of law 
and order by the iwlice, this is no credit on the part of the Government. 

Some persons have been enrolled us special constables and made to 
attend the houses of suspects at night. Old men physically inert are 
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made to serve as special constables and most of them welre com})elled 
*to work even after the expiry of the j^riod. This can be proved by 
reference to the diaries. And the jwlice plead their inability to cojie 
with the crime situation. Now we find that i)olice together with the 62 
enrolled special constables could not check the crimes. In the mean- 
time some three or four dacoities were committed — one being in the 
house of Babu Sharat Ch. Das of Naoru, j>olice-8tation Begamganj. 
In connection with the Naori ca.^e though the proprietor of the house has 
suspected none the police, from District Su|x*rintendeiit ul Police 
downwards, have been harassing the villagers of the .surrounding vil- 
lages who simply hapi>en to be members of the Krishak Samiti, by in- 
sult, assault, and in various other ways. 

A year before, Sir, a big gang of dacoits wci-e discovered in that 
locality in connection with the Pe<lda dacoity. Why that gang was 
allowed to escape? Is it because some of them weie big men, and 
sons of big men? J3o the jKjlice have really in mind to help the iietyjde 
of the country? The ans^ver is an emphatic No; had it not been so 
and if the j>olice could convince the people of their good intentions, 
there are pt‘ople even now io w’holeheartedly help them iii checking 
crimes. Only a solitary' ofticer of the Government Mr. Gordon, when 
he was Commissioner of Police, had the courage to clean the stable. 
But it is an augeun stable to clean which you recpiire a Hercules. 
These records of the memWrs of the police do not reflect the good side 
of their admini.stration. They might bring good certificate but the 
fact remain.s that they are allying themselves with thieves, robbers and 
murderers, whereas their alliance remained wuth the big i)eople of the 
country. The time has come when the Goveniment has either to res- 
pond to the will of the {people or go. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I rise to support this motion and in doing 
80 , as I have already said, I .say now' that even after the department has 
taken steps here in Calcutta coiTuption in the traffic police is not un- 
known. We know that as many as 60 person.s were dismissed during 
the year 1935 in Calcutta and all the men and officers of one particular 
thana were di.smis.sed and the feeling in Calcutta is <iuite different. 
So many dismissals sufficiently disclose the state of affairs in the Police 
Department. It has been possible because certain officers moved in the 
matter and as has been pointed out Mr. Gordon did certain things and 
this caught the imagination of the people and it was thought that that 
was the right type of officer who could do something for the depart- 
ment. It is usually the case that a person who is very popular with 
the people is perhaps not popular with Government and that a person 
popular with Government is not popular with the people. That is a 
misfortune but Government must find officers who are equally popular 
with Government and the people and I believe there are such officers. 
€k)venime]it cannot deny that there is corruption. Members of the 
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House have brought to tfie uotice of Government, the existence of this 
evil but Government does not move as it ought to. Still there are* 
many things to l>e done to improve the morale of the police, even of 
Calcutta also, and the ix)licy that has been adopted in Calcutta must 
also be adopted for the iwlice in the countryside. But unfortunately 
Government cannot do anything because I quite realise their position. 
The position is that they have given too much latitude and during the 
last five years they have allowed these officers to do anything in the 
name of Government to haras.s the people. It stands to reason that 
these Government officials now should change their methods. Time 
has now come when Government officials must think that these excesses 
were committed at a time, as Mr. Hogg used to say when he was the 
District Magistrate of Faridpur ^1^ 

Now this has changed since 1930 and the situation now is 
quite different. So I think time has now come when Government 
should change their fKilicy altogether so that the morale of the police 
may be improved and if the policy that has been adopted in the Calcutta 
Police is continued in the wvfnssal |K>lice within a short time evciy'- 
thing would be well, 

Mr. C. P. HOGC: We are dealing here with two motions; one 
relating to the question of bril>ery, favouritism and corruption in the 
Calcutta Police and the other to the appointment of certain persons as 
special constables in the district of Noakhali. I am afraid I shall have 
to deal with these entirely separately. 

With regard to bribery and corruption, the first point to which I 
should like to invite the attention of this House is that this motion is 
brought by a member wdio represents a constituency of Noakhali and 
he has the .support of another member who represents Rural South, 
24*PnrganaH. No member representing the Calcutta constituency has 
thought it worth his while to give his time or attention to this matter. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Bi cause they consider it useless. 


Mr. G. P. HOGGs Mr. Banerji on the 25th November last received 
an answer to a question that he put regarding indiscipline in the 
Calcutta Police. A list w'as supplied to him and in that list, if he will 
recall it, he will find reference to a number of men in the Calcutta 
Police who were dealt with for various offences and among these 
offences the acceptance of illegal gratification figures frequently. I 
quote Ibis fact to indicate that the Commissioner of Police is fully alive 
to the evil of corruption amongst the men in his force and uffienever 
he has an opportunity he takes steps to deal with the offender. I may 
also refer to the Annual Eeport on the Calcutta Police for 1934. 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: Has any of them since teen reinstated? 


Mr. Cr Pi HOCCs I am not aware of that but the officers concerned 
have the usual rij^‘ht of appeal which, I ht>pe, the lion'ble member would 
not deny them if they chose to exercise it. 

In paragraph 8 of the Annual Report for last year the hon'bla 
member will find that tlie Commissioner of Police punished a number 
of officers for various offences. I shall quote the total figures: — 

Total dismissed ... 31 

Total degraded ... 


and departmental punishments were awarded on 81 occasions. I sub- 
mit that these figures prove that the Commissioner of Police is fully 
alive to the necessity of maintaining discipline in his force and that 
he takes notice of cases of bribery and corruption which come to his 
notice. I need hardly say tliat in these activities the Commissioner of 
Police has tiie full support of (lovernmeiit and it is the intention of 
(to vern merit tliat the police force should be us free from corruption as 
it is possible to make it and the Commissioner of Police has their full 
support in his efforts to purify the force. 

Then a point has been made that the police are oppressive in their 
handling of the cases which are brought to their nofiee. I understood 
the mover of tlie motion to say that if a man was unable to pay down 
a certain sura of money or wliatever the officers cliose to exact, he was 
unlikely to make any progress with his case; and if any person was 
able to satisfy tlie rapacity of the officer he would irnpnivi his chance of 
getting on. I may remind the House that the courts are always open 
and it is open to any person who is tlie subject of oppression of this 
kind to go to the court and fib a complaint. There is no reason why 
he should not take legal advice and there is no rea.son why he should not 
file a complaint. Once a complaint is filed the court is bound to take 
steps in accxrrdance with the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code, 
Anyone who is not satisfied with the court’s findings has such right of 
appeal as th^‘ Code provides; he can even move the High ('ourt if he is 
still dissatisfied. I would therefore impress upon the House that it is 
no use anyone alleging that a police officer is concerned in any act of 
corruption or any act of bribery when he may apply to a court and 
get his remedy. It is still open to anyone who is dissatisfied to go to 
higher authorities or to appeal to higher courts and thus he can have 
his ease tried out. 

t 

Oomiog to the ether motion, vis., the appointment of members of the 
Noakhali ELrishak Samiti as special constables^ the House will 
remember that a short time ago a question was asked by Maulvi 

I 



330 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. [2()th Mae., 

4 * 

Muhammad Fazlullah and was answered. In reply the circumstances 
in which these men were appointed as special constables were explained! 
There was a very serious dacoity at Chhattarpaya Bazar and it was 
alleged (the case is still sub judice and therefore I will refrain from 
going into any details) that a number of Hindu shops had been looted. 
There were also other crimes prevalent in the locality and the police 
invoked the assistance of leading men belonging to that locality for the 
jmrpose of maintaining public security in that area. These measures 
were successful. The men were employed only for a limited period of 
time and the statement that they were employed beyond the prescribed 
period is incorrect. I say, therefore, that these measures were perfectly 
justified, that they were sanctioned by law under the Police Act and 
that they were justified by the results achieved, I therefore submit thEt 
the residents of that locality have no grievance in that matter. Sir, 
I oppose both the motions. 

Both the motions of Maulvi Muhammad Fazhillah were put and lost. 

M&uivi ABUL QUASEMs I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 33,98,000 under the head “26 A— Presidency Police— (/O— Calcutta 
Police’* l)e reduced by Rs. 100. 

In the year 1933 the Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act 
was passed. The Bill was introduced by a private member Mr. J. N. 
Basu. It was intended to bring about social purity in the city of 
Calcutta and the suburbs. There were some salutary provisions giving 
power to the police to clear the vicinity of boarding houses, hostels and 
messes occupied by students or of any place of public worship or recrea- 
tion. It was intended that vicinity of those places should be cleared 
of prostitutes and brothels. No mandatory power was given to the 
police to discharge the duties that were entrusted to them under this 
Act; discretion was left to them. I do not know’ why it was not made 
incumbent upon the police to take action where action was urgently 
called for. I w’ould refer specially to section 6. That section gives 
powTr to the police to order the clearance of houses which are used as 
brothels. I do not know in how' manj' cases the police have at all taken 
action. Hnder section 6 when the Tommissioner of Police or the Super- 
intendent of Police receives information that any house is being used aa 
a brothel or for the purposes of prostitution, the police officer con- 
cerned may serve notice on the owner of the house or the lessor, manager, 
or occupier thereerf asking them to desist from using the house as a 
brothel. Sir, I would give one instance which is within my personal 
knowledge. At Kidderpore, there stands a big mosque which 
is used by thousands of Moslems daily for the purpose of 
saving their prayer. There are premises surrounding that mosque— 

I would name them premises Nos. 2, 9, and 13, Michael Dutt 
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Sti^t and also premises Nos. 9, 10, 11, 28, harden Street. These are 
all within the close vicinity of the mosque. Each of these premises 
is used as a brothel and it is known to the police. They need not wait 
for any information to come to any conclusion as reffards the use of the 
houses. Still a petition signed by many people was sent to the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police, Lall Bazar, on the 27th April 19do. Tlie 
police were requested in that petition to use their powers under tlie Act 
to clear these premises of prostitutes and brothels. Xo action has up 
till now been taken on that petition. No answer has Ivt'en given to the 
signatories of the petition. The police are pre-occupie<l with many 
duties. Sir, there is a partic'ular duty which is imposed upon them 
under this Act. It is too well known to the police that all these houses 
arejised as brothels. They need not wait for any information if they 
are really concerned about the social purity of the town of Calcutta, if 
they are really anxious to .see that the neighbourhood of a mosque is 
cleared out of these nuisances, they could have taken action under this 
Act. But, Sir, no action has been taken by the police. It would b<^ 
interesting to know in how many cases the police have actually taken 
action under this Act to clear the several places whif’h are especially 
enjoined to be cleared of the.se undesirable beings. To my knowledge 
this particular petition has received a treatment which would disiourage 
other people from approaching the police. It is state«i in suh-section 
{ 1 ) of section 6 of the Act that the police may cause a noti(‘e to be 
served. The word used is “may’' and not “shall". I do not know 
whether shelter would l>e taken behind this discretionary power given 
to the police. The other day while speaking on a motion of mine in 
regard to the enforcement of the Bengal Waterways Act, 1 hilUuly 
complained that the Government were always pleased to allow a legis- 
lation to be passed which they had hardly the intention to carry out. 

I submit here is a legislation which has become a dead letter. It is 
already on the statute book but the police have not taken any notice of 
it to show that they are at all anxious to take action under it. I have 
given one instance and I believe the members who are representing 
Calcutta in this Council may give several other instances. It is time 
for the Government to say clearly whether they wish this Act to lx? 
enforced or whether they wish to keep it, as they have already made it, 
a dead letter. It would be reassuring to the public of Calcutta so that 
they might approach the police requesting them to take action under 
the Act. With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: Sir, I whole-heartedly support this motion, and in 
doing so I have to call attention to the fact that the Bengal Suppression 
of Immoral Traffic Act, 19f33, has been made quite ineffective. That 
Act was not a Government Act but a private one. But is there any 
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reason why it should not be enforced? We all know and we have com- 
plained that very little or no action lias been taken under the Act. The 
Act was passed with ^ view that the police might not be overworked. 
So, the word “may” was used in section 0.’ But now I believe the 
police is not so overworked as in 19-W, because the civil discjbedience 
movement has 8toj)ped. So, I submit that the police should lose no 
time to take action under this Act. Maulvi Abul Quasem has done well 
in drawing attention of the Government to an important matter like 
this. He has given a specific case and I want to know why no action 
has been taken. Let the Goveniment say plainly what their intention 
is. 


Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, I also rise to support my young friend 
and my namesake. We have been in this House and outside accustomed 
to hear vague allegations and accusations against Government servants, 
but my friend has given specific instances and challenges wntradiction 
of his statement. I may add that it is not necessary to remove a brothel 
from the vicdnity of a mosque under the Bengal Suppression of Immoral 
Traffic Act. The Police Act is sufficient for the purpose. It lays (down 
that there should not be any brothel within 200 yards of a hospital, 
temple, mosque or a scho(d. Fnder these two legislations whether you 
take them separately or together the police ought to have taken action. 
Here is a case w’here a petition w’as submitted to the Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Ik)lice and still the police seemed to be sleeping over it. There 
are many provisions in the Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act about 
minor girls and many other things being removed from the locality. I 
can assure tlie House that in those localities where the Police Act is in 
force and where no brothels can exist immoral trafficking is going on 
ill the name of or to all appearances in respectable houses. I would 
draw the attrition of the House and through Government of the Com- 
missioner of Police that if the police act a little energetically they can 
relieve respectable citizens of Calcutta of this pest. The question of 
removing the prostitutes from the vicinity of a mosque is very impor- 
tant, because it is not only sentimental but it interferes w’ith the prayers 
of the Moslems. We gather in the mo.sque to say our prayers, and 
therefore the people who go into the brothels and come out off and on, 
as well as by their shouting and quarrelling, interfere with our senti- 
ment, and our prayers. I hope Government will assure us that they 
will take every necessary step required to put a stop to this evil. 

The Hon'Me Sir ROBERT REID: Sir, as far as the Act goes, I 
think, if I remember aright, when the Act was passed, it was always 
stated on this aide of the House that the initiative under this Act which 
dealt with social evils of this sort should be taken by individuals tham- 
lelves rather Ihan by officers of Government. It was for that reason 
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that I think the police possibly have been in some cases, I do not know 
for certaip whether there are many, reluctant to take action, but as 
regards the specific case to which Mi. Abul Quasem has referred, if he 
gives me the particulars,^! would certainly be glad to enquire into the 
matter and see what ( an he doiu . Of eourse the persons to whom he 
takes exception being in the neigh liourhood of the mosque he has 
referred to, have got to go somewhere. If I remember lirigbt, I think 
there was great trouble in Bombay when they started enforcing their 
similar Act. They turned out hundreds of these women and let them 
loose all over the town and tlie result %vas that contagious diseasi's 
spread over a greater area than previously. However, tliat point does 
not concern \is immediately. I am quite aware, as I answered a ques- 
tion about this time last year, that there is a feeling in some quarters, 

I do not say it is universally held and I do not say it is (’omplctely 
justified, that this Act is not quite so effective — there are various reasons 
for that — as it might have been. But if it is to be an effective Act, I 
should think that it is up to any private member of this House who is 
dissatisfied with the Act to bring forward a small Bill to rectify tbe 
Act. Perhaps after the assurance that I have given tlie hon’ble mover 
will withdraw his motion. 

The motion was, then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: 1 heg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 83,98,000 umler the head “20A — l^residency Police — Calcutta 
Police'* be reduced by Hs. KiO (with a view to control traffic in 
Humayun Place, Calcutta). 

Sir, six years ago when the New Empire Tluatre was first put up, 
I drew the attention of Government by means of a cut motion during 
the budget session, 1930, to tlie congestion of traffic caused by the open- 
ing of a large theatre down a small (/fdly. It is needless to say, Sir, 
I got no change whatsoever from Sir Arthur Mobcrly and I do not 
anticipate that I shall get much change this time out of Sir Roljert 
Reid. But, Sir, I would not have you say, therefore, that I am merely 
wasting the time of this House and, indeed, Sir, even if I w’^ere to w^aste 
the time of this House, I would submit that it is a thing that has 
happened before. Sir Arthur Mol)erly at that time admitted that he 
could not understand why a theatre had been allowed to be opened at 
such a place. He said that the police had no control over the opening 
of threatres and so nothing could be done. But, Sir, he did afterwards 
get the Government to bring the matter to the notice of the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust and the Improvement Trust took the matter up. 
They tried .to combine a scheme which they already had for the widening 
of Bertram Street behind, with the idea of widening Humayun Place 
and driving in straight through, into Bertram Street. The scheme was 
a difficult one to work out. There were a number of exchanges of land 



334 


DEMANDS Wm GRANTS. 


[20th Mar., 

to be arranged between the Humayun Properties, tbe Leslie Estate, the 
Corporation, which owns the strip of shops along Bertram Street, and 
the owners of the Grand Hotel. W^en Mr. Stephen, the proprietor of 
the Grand Hotel died, it looked as if the scheme could not go through. 
But it w'as finally knocked on the head by the proprietors of the theatre. 
The Humayun Properties w^rote in December to the Improvement 
Trust withdrawing from the scheme altogether and it now turns out 
that they have in mind to build a new Cinema Theatre to be called the 
‘^Lighthouse” opposite the end of Humayun Place as it is now, on the 
vacant plot of land which is now" used for parking cars. This is the 
plot of land Ihrough which Humayun Place was to be continued accord- 
ing to the Improvement Trust Scheme and between the “Lighthouse” 
and Lindwiy Street, they propose to put up still another theatre and 
restaurant to Ik, called the “Garden House.” Now% Sir, I do not wish 
to raise the question whether two more cinemas here are likely to pay, 
or whether it w'ould be a good thing for Calcutta if they w'ere opened. 
I only w-ish to draw’ the attention of Government to the congestion of 
traffic which now' exists in getting cjurs in and out to deposit and 
take away people wdio attend only one cinema dowm (hat f/vlly, and ask 
Sir Robert to imagine what things are going to be like w'hen there are 
three cinemas down that (jnlly. I believe, Sir, it is the intention of 
the Humayun Properties, Tid., to build the “Light House” theatre, the 
one wdiich wull face down the r/i/ZL/, on the first floor, one storey up and 
to put an archw’ay under it wdiich would take Humayun Place through 
into Bertram Street. If that can be managed, it will be a great 
improvement, but that can be only managed if arrangements are made 
with the Corporation for the demolition of the strip of shops along 
Bertram Street, What I am afraid of is that if the negotiations that 
are going on between the Corporation and the proprietors of these 
theatres break down, then we shall have no way througli but shall have 
three theatres down that little gvll}} instead of one and three times as 
much congestion in consequence as there is now. Sir, I w'ould ask Sir 
RoWt tw'o things: can he do anything to help in the negotiations 
which will provide that Humayun Place shall be carried through into 
Bertram Street? Probably he will say “no.” The next thing I would 
ask him is whether the jwlice have any pow'ers to veto or to control the 
opening of theatres in a fjuUy like Humayun Placf which, if three 
theatres exist down it, will cause a very great deal of difllculty as a 
traffic problem and a very great deal of trouble to the public especially 
on nights when it is raining, and ladies’ frocks are liable to be ruined 
before they can get to their cars. If the police have no power whatever 
in respect of the licensing and opening of theatres, I wouW ask Govern- 
ment whether it is not time to consider arming the police with some 
powers of this nature. Sir, I have nothing more to add. I have 
explained the difficulty — the practical difficulty: can Government help? 

(At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 
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(After Adjournment.) 

ROBERT RE I Os Sir, I think we ought to be grate- 
ful to Mr. Thompson for having raised this question which is quite 
ole^ly, from what he has told us, an important question, or may be 
an important question, from the point of view of the comforts of the 
citizens of Calcutta who are accustomed to attend cinemas. What the 
exact position is I am not at the moment certain. But as a preliminary 
1 should say that the location and the general sitting of cinemas is a 
^ matter which must affect the Calcutta Corporation and I have no doubt 
that negotiations are going on with the Corporation on tlie subject. 
But whether those negotiations would be conducted with ns much 
regard, as perhaps we should like, to the comforts of the public, is not 
quite so certain. There is a thing. Sir, called the Cinematograph Act, 
which has just now lyeeii put in my hand and 1 find that certain sec- 
t’ons of this Act might possibly be used in this connection ; but I would 
not like to say at this moment how’ far it is possible to do so. All that 
1 would like to say is this, that it is a matter to w^hich I shall cer- 
tainly give attention and upon which 1 shall ccmsult the ('oiuinissioner 
<•[ Police and as the CoriK)ra(ion is concerned 1 will endeavour to 
enlist the assistance of my friend, the Minister for Local Self-Govern- 
ment. Perhaps, Sir, on this, my assurance. Mr. Thompson would be 
plfeased to withdraw his motion. 


Mr. W. H. TH0MP80H: In view of this a.ssurnnce of the Hon’blo 
Member, I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

Mr. Ihompson s motion tlieii, by the l<*Hve of tlie House, 

withdrawn. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE; 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Ks. 43,39,000 under the bead “20— Poliee—A—Presidency Police’^ 
be reduced by one lakh. 

I think the Hon’ble Member will also expres.s his gratitude to me 
foi asking him to reduce this sum of money from the budget estimates 
which will help the Bengal Government to utilise it in lietter ways. Sir 
the Police budget has swollen up to a very considerable extent owing 
t«» the poliGcnl conditions of the country about a couple of years ago. 
The condition has now changed and it is admitted }>y Gc»vernment that' 
those stormy d|^'s of civil disoliedience and other political agitations 
have subsided. Tn those days there wa.s the necessity for greater 
grants for the upkeep of the police, but now when those troublous 
times have passed away why should not the budget be cut down accord- 
ingly. There is another aspect, Sir, for which this budget should be 
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cut down. There was a BetrencEment Committee some time ago and 
that Committee was composed of members of this House '^^ho laboured 
Eard to find o-ut where retrenchment could be possible. But the 
recommendations of that Committee were not fully given effect to by 
Government. If their recommendations were given eft*ect I think a 
larger amount of money could be reduced than what I have asked in my 
cut motion. 

Sir, wherever we go on the street of Calcutta we find that a large 
number of constables sitting in front of pan shops and other place.s 
occupjdng the footpaths, encroaching upon roads and obstructing pub- 
lic traffic and idly passing away their times. If the Hon’ble Member 
will please care to motor down the Strand Road towards |he Howrah 
Bridge he will find these con.stables passing their times in gossiping in 
large numbers at almost every important crossings. This being the 
state of things with the police here in (^ilciitta w'e are surprised very 
much that Government is in no mood to bring down the ix)lice budget 
by a jot or little. It is not understood why it should remain so high 
while people are dying in large numbers from such preventible disease 
as small-pox, tuberculosis and chohTu. All these diseases are carrying 
away hundreds of valuable lives from this town and from Bengal. I 
do not know' whether the lives of these men are more valuable or the 
police grant is more valuable; wdiether police grant is more necessary 
or wliether the protection of these lives are more necessary ! Sir, the 
departments resixmsible for the prevention or treatment of these epi- 
demics always suffer for want of funds and are thus unable to cope 
with the dist*iases properly. I have proj)osed a cut w’hich is not too 
severe. The rut has been proposed with a view to find if it can be 
effected w'ithout affecting the police administration. If however it is 
not possible it is usual with the Members of the Executive rouncil to 
bring a supplementary demand for the money. An attempt ought to be 
made to reduce the budget estimate on this head on the part of Govern- 
ment and if that attempt is successfully carried out I think other 
departments of Government, such as Medical or Public Health, might 
be much benefited. With these words, Sir, T beg to commend my . 
motion to the acceptance of the House. 


i, Mft CHARLES GRIFFITHS: Mr. President, Sir, speaking on the 
motion before us, in view of the fact that it was indicated by the 
Hon’ble Sir Robert Reid that there w’as to be a reductjjjjp in the P<^ice 
Force, and seeing that only a few Anglo-Indians are employed in the 
service, it is to be hoped that when the axe is applied men b<Jlong- 
ing to my community will not be touched, more so, as there is so much 
'onemployment among us, and further I understand that Anglo-Indians 
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as an Indian community being Christians are not objected to by both 
the Moslems and Hindus in this particular service, due to thmr com- 
munal differences. 

Again we render the Province a great service by providing men in 
the Auxiliarj^ Force for the internal security of the country, and I 
trust that on this score too our case will be favourably consideretl in 
the Police Force, when the cut operates. 

lil’a NARENDRA KUMAR BAEUs In rising to N[veak on 4his 
motion, I d^^not know which to admire most, the logic ol the mover of 
the motion or his facts. No one in this Council during its long life has 
been a mere persistent critic of the largeness of the police budget than 
myself, but I must say that the motion of the Iloctor from across the 
river to cut down the uurabt»r of constables in (^dcutta, the total number 
of whom is 8,435, is something which would not be barked by any 
sensible man of Calcutta. To look after about ten lakhs of people, 
there are only 8,435 constables, and speaking for myself, I feel that 
the number of (onstables in Calcutta is much too low, and that if there 
were more constables, probably our properties might have been safer. 
As a matter of fact, in spite of my repeated applications to the police 
authorities, I have not been able to g»t a coujde of constables posted 
in that part of the town where 1 live and where there have been 
burglaries almost twice or thrice every week. Whenever I hav# 
applied to the officer in charge of the police-station concerned or to the 
Deputy (\)mmi.ssioner, I have l)een favoured with replies that the 
numlw of constable.s in Calcutta is much too low. and that you cannot 
have all the streets of Calcutta parmleil, much less can ytni have <5on- 
stables posted at all the important junctions in residential (junrters. 
That being so, I do not know what the disposition of the constables is, 
but 1 am quite sure that the number of 8,435 constables for a City 
like Calcutta with a population of over ten lakhs, is not a very high 
figure, I think that the number is probably inadequate, and that 
probably with a more numerous staff and a better disjK)Hition, our 
properties could have been safer. T oppose the motion (jn the ground 
that the statement made by the hon’ble mover of the motion lhat the 
constables while away their time chewing p(in and doing nothing is not 
correct. 

I have had occasion to pass the Clive Street corner of the Strand 
Hoad many times but have never seen clusters of constables assemMed 
jn tbe pan slumps passing their time idly in chewing pan : whatever the 
experience of the Howrah Doctor may be. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAH CHOSE: On a point of personal explana- 
tion, Sir. I have never said that tbe number of constables should be 
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reduced. Mine is a general cut motion, the intention of which is that 
Government may cut down the expenditure on the establishment 
charge for constables or for sub-inspectors or for inspectors. Mr. Basd 
has simply misunderstood me. 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: I think we ^ould be very 
grateful for having had this expression of opinion from a real citizen 
of Calcutta on this subject of reduction of police constables of 
Calcutta. 1 am grateful to him for demolishing the Doctor from across 
the river. I do not think any member of this House wants to discuss 
this motion any further, and I would merely say that I opjxyse it. 

Tbe motion was put and lost. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Monday, the 23rd 
March, 1936, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



froctedinffi of the Beat al Legislative 0>iineil assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act 

The CouNcij^ met in the Giuncil Chamber in the Council House^ 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 23rd March, 1935, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. President (the Ilon’ble Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Hat 
Chowdhtry, of Santosh) in the Chair, the. four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon'ble Ministers and 97 nominated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Jute weaving demonstration parties. 

^62. Rai Bahadur AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN: (a) Is the Hon ble 

MinTiter in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department 
aware — 

(t) that many jute weaving factories have been started by the 
students trained by Government jute weaving demonstra- 
tioa parties in the district of Faridpur; 

(ii) that 350 maunds of jute yarn were consumed by the said fao* 
tones to manufacture various kinds of articles during last 
year ; and 

(m) that there are only two jute weaving and two wool weaving 
, demonstration parties working in the whole province tinder 
the unemployment relief scheme P 

(6) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
contemplating an increase in the number of such parties with a view 
to helping to solve the question of unemployment amongst the youths 
of Bengal? 

litNIiTER in ohirgn of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble Nawab Sir MohiiHhftn Faroqui, of Ratan- 

*pW)S (a) (*) and (iii) Yes. 

(u) Government h^ve no information as to the exact amount of jut# 
yam ‘ consumed. 
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(h) Nat at pfewnt. The question will be considered when the 
weults of the working of the unemployment relief scheme are brouglit 
under review later in the year. 


Rfli Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERill; Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state in what other districts such weaving fac- 
tories have been started? 


The Hofi’ble Naivirab Bir MDHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpurs 

I want notice. 


Pottery demofietration party. 

*63. Rai Bahadur AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department 
aware — 

(i) that pottery factories have been opened by young men at 
Bajbari (Faridpur), trained by the Government pottery 
demonstration party ; and 

(h) that there is a large demand for the textile, pottery, bell metal, 
umbrella, c.utlery and soap demonstration parties by the 
people of Bengali? ^ 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of confirming the present demonstration 
parties P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sir MDHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: 

ia) (i) and (if) Yes. 

(h) Not at present. The Unemployment Relief Scheme in connec- 
tion with whi(‘h these parties have been employed is still in an experi- 
mental stage. Steps are being taken to collect materials for a complete 
review of the scheme and the question of confirmation of existing 
demonstration parties will be considered in the light of the results 
achieved. 


Bilk industry of Bengal. 

*64. Mauivi ABDUB BAMAD: (a) Will the Eon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a concise statement^ — > 

(f) embodying the recommendations of the Tariff Board regarding 
the protection of silk industry of the province; and 

(u) showing how far the said recommendations have been given 
effect to and with what result? 
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' . Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stafb whether the 

result BO far achieved has been found adequate for the protection of the 
industry from foreign com j>etition ? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state what further steps, if any, do tike Governiaent pro- 
pose to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpurs 

(a) (i) and (ti) The member is refenvd to the summary ot recom- 
mendations contained in Chapter XVI of the Report of the Board and 
tha Indian Tariff (Amendment) Act, 19t‘14, which imposed additional 
duties on raw silk and silk materials for safeguarding Cie silk industry. 

(6) So far as the silk industry in Bengal is concerned it is not 
possible yet to form an estimate of the result of the measure which was 
brought into force in May, 1934, but the matter is being waicdied. 

(o) The (luestion does not arise. 


Maulvi ABDU8 8AMAD: Will the Hon’hle Minister he ideased to 
state what is the amount of additional duty which the Tariff Hoard 
recommended to Ix^ imjxksed for raw silk material ? 

The Hofi’ble Nawab 8i> MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: I 

may tefer the hon’ble member to the report of the Tariff Board. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Has the Department of 

Sericulture been placed upon a j>ermanent footing yet? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT • I am afraid that this question does not arise. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: If the Hon'ble Ministar 
chose to answer it? 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpurs I 

have nothing to add. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: With reference 
to answer (h), will the Hon’hle Minister l>e pleased to state how far 
the recommendation of the Tariff Board has been given effect to? 

Tho* Hon’Mo Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpuri 

The hon’ble member will find it in the Government of India’s Report 
on the Tariff Board. 

Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR BAHAMA: Will the Hon’blo 

Minister be pleased to state if this additional duty has been iniposed 
on imitation silk as well? 

Tilt HonnMo NawM^ Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratai^l 

1 want notice. 
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Rtoniitmant of tNMrfcwinl otatsao in North Boiig|f at SidHlnafiaolori #f ; 

Exotsa. 

* 65 . Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA1 (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue (Excise) Department be pleased to 
state how many Excise Sub-Inspectors will be appointed this year? 

(b) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to allot some posts 
for the backward classes of North Bengal? 

MINISTER in oharge of REVENUE (EXCISE) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’hle Sir PraaaS Singh Roy): (a) Fifteen Suh-Inspectors 
have been appointed in 1936-36. Two are members of the backward 
classes. 

(6) Their claims are duly considered as vacancies arise. 


BUDGET GRANTS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 

1936-37. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

Manlvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH spoke in Bengali, the following 
l)eing a translation of his 8])eech : — 

Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 43,39,000 under the head 
*‘26— Police — A — Presidency Police” be reduced by Rs. 110. I 
appealed to the hon’ble members of this House not to indulge them- 
selves in any controversy amongst the rural and urban interests, as it 
was against the principles of good politics. The Sun shines uniformly 
on the hills and valleys, palaces and pools. Our Government also 
should be equally uniform in spending for the administration of Police 
in th# City and the Presidency. The amount required for the Police 
administration in the Presidency of Bengal in proportion to the City 
of Calcutta, on the basis of area, would go beyond calculation. So, 
leaving that point aside, on the population basis also we find— ;for the 
twelve lakhs of Calcutta citizens forty-three and a half lakhs have 
been charged — the rate per head being Rs. 3J. Whereas, for the five 
crores of the rural people a sum has been charged, somewhere near the 
ratio of only a few annas per head. Is it even-handed justice? Is 
any auch instance possible in any administration elsewhere in the whole 

wciW? 

Sir, the Calcutta representatives put forth a plea that they pay a 
eonsiderable portion of the Excise revenue. I chtdlenge this state- 
meat. It is the rural zmindert residing at Calcutta and the rural 
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of Calcutta pay the major portion of tfi!6 Calcutta Excise 
aevenihe and the othei Calcutta revenues and taxes too. Is there any 
other sphere of moderli>5||ixurie8 in Bengal, where the rural wealth is 
more apt to vanish? ftcia the rural zemindars and businessmen who 
have rented the palaces of Calcutta and it is the rural population resid- 
ing in Calcutta who pay the eaniings under the head “Court-fees and 
Stamps^ there. So, it is preposterous on the part of the Calcutta 
citizens to stand in the way of i-ural safety or rural uplift. 

MaiHvi ABUL KABEM: I rise to 8Uj>port the motion now before 
the House which was so elocinently, and 1 may add, vehemently moved 
by my friend Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah. 

I have been moving this motion in one form or other since the day 
when you, Sir, began to adorn that Chair, and during these ten years 
I find that I have cried in the wilderness more or less, and if I still 
persist in doing so, it is only because I am a firm believer in the fair- 
ness and justice of my cause and, although justice has all along been 
denied by robust persist en(*e, 1 hope that by continuous agitation over 
the matter some good will be done. 

In the first year, when I move<l this motion in the fonn of a resolu- 
tion, our friends the Swarajists, who were then in this House, were not 
only oj>[)osed to a man by their vote, but also by their siK*eches as |rell. ' 
There was, however, some little place in the wilderness in the shApe ol 
the then Member in charge of the Police Dejxirtment, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Moberly, and in reply to my resolution bo said that “although no 
reply was necessary when the House was against it, I might say on 
behalf of the (rovernment that if this motion is modified and a|>proved 
by the House, Government will consider it favourably." llierefore, 
Sir, the responsibility was shifted from the Treasury bench to the non- 
official benches, and believing that I will get the support of iny 
countrymen at any rate, I have moved it year after year, and thaiil!i|h 
I have not yet succeeded, I have not lost my faith and my hoj>e remem- 
bering the words of the poet — “though vanquished he would ...argue 

We are told. Sir, that Calcutta is a big city. Well, we have no 
doubt of it, and we are proud of it. But is it a big city without our 
help? Under the law itself, for the improvement of this magnificent 
city, whenever we have to cross the Hooghly or come across the Sealdak 
station we have to pay tax, and w'henever we have to go out we have 
again to pay tax as well. What is more, for our living in Calcutta, 
either temporary or permanent, we have to pay all sorts of tasM and 
other things for our residence in Calcutta. 8o Calcutta can no 
oUigation on us. On the other hand, it is the cittaens of Calcutta who 
are in a debt of gratitude to us. Now, my friend has pointed out that 
Celentta ie a rich city; but for its police, we, the poor culrivators o( 
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Bengal, are asked to pay, and why, Sir? Because Calcutta is a usagni* 
ficent city and the people living there cannot afford to pay for the polio# 
as they have to run, as I have often said, their tlolls Boyce, as they 
must have cooling apparatus, as they have to have a thousand other 
amenities of life, as for example cobwebs of cinemas and theatres. 
The man who tills the soil — the man who cannot pay for food and 
clothes to his family — even if he starves, he must pay for the 
police, for the protection and convenience of the Calcutta people. 
Sir, the Hon’ble Mr. Mobedy told me once that all the municipal 
towns should pay for the police in the rural areas. I said : “Quite 
right, but it is only insignificant as compared with the Calcutta 
Police. The cost of the rural i)oliee is insignificant because in rui*al 
areas police is required for the protection of a bunch of plantains, or 
rice or small belongings of the poor i>eople and for that they have to 
pay ohaukidari tax. In Calcutta when you ask us to pay you say: 
“Look here, you must pay as our wants are great.” But, Sir, why 
should the Calcutta Cor|x)rution with an income of four lakhs (VoicK; 
It is four crores), I am soriy — but whatever may be the amount of 
the income of the Calcutta Corporation — not be made to pay a portion 
of the cost of the Calcutta Police; why should we the poor cultivators 
be asked to [wy for Calcutta? Is it justice? Is it fair play that we 
the people of rural Bengal should he made to pay for the people who 
' are enjoying the luxuries of Calcutta? What is more, Sir, I beg most 
respectfully to submit to this House, and especially to the Govern- 
ment benches, that the most im]>ortant part of Calcutta is Zakaria 
Street, Buitu Bazar and Clive Street. The people there are mostly 
from outside Bengal, and they are all people who do not contribute 
any revenue to the Government of Bengal; they may pay income- 
tax out of the income they derive from their business; but they are 
free from all other liabilities and encumbrances. People from Delhi, 
people from Kathiawar, people from Bombay all come to Calcutta to 
make money. I have no giaidge against them; they have got ability 
and industry and, what is more, they have got sufficient wisdom to take 
money out of us, hut because w^e are unable to earn money, because we 
are fools, and they are clever, it is not fair that we should be made to 
pay for their benefit. I submit, Sir, that they should i)ay for the bene- 
fit of their own ^wotection and safety in Calcutta. My friend Mjfulvi 
Abdiil Hamid Shah said that he has moved this resolution with the 
object of clearing the path for our successors, when the next Govern- 
ment come into office. But I have still hope left, and 1 believe that the 
Treasury bench, as they are now constituted, will not give a parting 
kick to rural Bengal and do some justice. I have heard people from 
the ifiost august to the lowest rank, and what is more 1 have heard 
Mr. Gandhi saying that he was out for rural uplift. Sir, humble as we 
are, we do not want great uplift ; what we want is pure drinking water; 
we want small communications by which we could carry our produce t# 



34$ 


im| DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

4 "r '' 

the Qtafkei and what is more we want irri^tion and drainage. But 
i^n we say anything about these small things, we are told in reply 
that **yovL must pay fdt it and pay in full and that Government cannot 
afford to do anything. The Treasui*y bench will bear me out when I 
say that since the inauguration of the Reforms — it is not a Reform as 
there has been no Reform in the Constitution; it is only a change of 
Constitution — the people of Bengal have had to jwy many additional 
taxes for carrjdng on the ordinary' routine of the administration and 
not for any si^ecial facilities. But nothing has l)een done, (‘an be done 
, and will be done for the rural areas and rural population, Wcause Gov- 
ernment ^nnot carry its own usual administration, its ordinary busi- 
ness without taxation, and within this period they have imposed as 
many as five taxations for the carrying out of this ordinary toi>-heavy 
administration. I;et them do it. What I submit is this: My friend 
has said by looking at the Budget estimate that the annual indice ex- 
penditure is Rs. 43 lakhs. 1 resiie(‘tfully submit that it is more than 
that. Government has drafted this Budget very cleverly and a great 
deal of the money they sjiend for the police — for the Calcutta Police — 
is put under the Public Works Department, and the money that is s|>ent 
on brick and mortar for the convenien<‘e of the polic e and ixdice offi<‘ials 
has always been put under the Public Works Department. Recurring 
expenditure is shown under the jx)lice head and the capital exj^endituro 
under Public Works. T think by a rough calculation something like 
Rs. 76 lakhs the ])eoi)le of Bengal have to pay for the upkeep o^ the 
Presidency Police. 1 do not deny that the Presidency Police wants 
strengthening and, in fact, as Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu has said, 
it is undermanned (it may Ih^ toi>-heuvy) in the lower ranks of con- 
stables and head-constables — there it is actually undermanned. So it 
is equitable that the rich fiourishing people of Calcutta should pay 
for the Presidency Police. If the Corporation of Calcutta can realise 
Rs. 44 lakhs, can it not pay Rs. 15 or 16 lakhs for its police? It is said 
that the municipality is in deficit, and I submit that it is certainly tnie 
that the Corporation of Calcutta is in deficit, but that is not l)ecause its 
income is small or is not sufficient, but because there is a goml deal of 
mismanagement and a good deal of want of stqjervision. 1 will nc»t go 
further; I ^dll not abuse my jnivilege by saying many other things 
which eome to my mind and come to the minds of many of my friends. 
With these words I take my seat, and I do it ivith a strong apffieal to the * 
Treasury bench that they should sympathetically treat us. 1 can assure 
the House that I knoiv from my {personal knowle<lge that almost all the 
members of the Treasury bench are in sympathy with us, and I hope 
that they wiU feel the injustice of it, but in their official capacity they 
can do nothing. It was said in England in the House of Commoiig that 
there were three kinds of lies — one is lie, pure and simple, second, pre^'^ 
Tarication, and third official report. So the official refxirt is otherwise^ 
But the question that I submit is that they should take courage in 
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hands and charge Calcutta for the Presidency Police, and 1 appeal to 
my friends and the citizens of Calcutta to remembeaf that they are rich 
men and a few thousands this side or that side does not matter, and 
they should not allow these 76 lakhs of rupees to be realised from 
people who cannot have two meals a day. Therefore, their sense of 
justice and sense of pity ought to make them realise that this amount 
should be paid by them. 


Mr. 8. M. BOSE: I am sorry that not one of my friends has 
cared to look into the past history. If he had cared *to read 
Mr. Goode's book on Municipal Calcutta, Chapter VIII, he would 
have found a very valuable summary of ancient history. That ori- 
ginally Government contributed a sum for judicial charges in 
Calcutta, but in 1847, by Act XVI of 1847, a Board of seven commis- 
sioners was appointed for the towm and municipal management was 
separated from the administration of police, the cost of such manage- 
ment being defrayed from house taxes and horse taxes, and all 
expenses connected with the police falling upon Government. In 
1867 the Government of India insisted on the cost of the police being 
met partly from municipal funds. Then we come to Act XII of 1867 
by which the entire police charges were thrown upon the Calcutta 
Municipality and provision was made for a police rate to raise the 
necessary funds. That Act authorised the levy of a police rate from 
all occupiers of buildings and land in the town up to 3 per cent, of 
the annual tax. In 1868, on the proposal of the Chairman, Govern- 
ment agreed to give to the Police Fund all fines realised from hackney 
carriages, etc. Then we come to another famous landmark, viz., 
Lord Ripon’s resolution on Local Self-Government in 1881. There 
it was stated that *‘the Governor General whould, therefore, be glad 
to see the municipal bodies relieved altogether from charges for the 
police and an oqual amount of expenditure on education and medical 

charity public works of local interest being transferred with as 

full control as may be practically expwlient over the details of ex- 
penditure.” So under this resolution it was proposed that the Gov- 
ernment should relieve all the municipalities of police charges on 
condition that an equal amount was spent by the municipalities for 
education, medical charity, public works, etc. In 1884, the commis- 
sioners for the town of Calcutta, after carefully examining the effect 
of liord Ripon’s resolution of 1881, moved the Government to relieve 
them of all police charges on the understanding that a sum based on 
such actual charges during the past few years should be set aside 
\%nnually from the General Fund for large town and bustee improve- 
ments tliB execution of which would otherwise be beyond their re- 
M%|ces. ^ So that here was an exohai|ge— the municipality prontioed 
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to pftj a large sum of money for town improvement and buttee im* 
^rovement, provided Government relieved them from the duty of meet- 
ing the police charges and that arrangement was accepted. Mr. Goode 
furthe|r says that in 1888 the whole question was subsequently examined 
by an independent committee which strongly recommended the removal 
of the burden of police charges from the Corporation in view of the 
fact that surplus resources were all required for the improvement of 
new areas. So we find Act II of 1888 which repealed Act IV of 1876 
did not reimpose upon the municipality the statutory obligation of 
contributing to the cost of the city police, but contained a new clause 
binding the Corporation to expend annually not less than Rs. 8 lakhs 
on the execution of works of sanitary improvement in the new out- 
lying areas. So this short history will show us why the police 
charges were no longer to be levied from the town of Calcutta. In 
fact, it was of a piece with the general policy. We are aware that 
originally municipal towns had to pay for the whole of their Watch 
and Ward Department and each had to pay for its own police. Now 
the Government have taken charge of the police and instead of each 
municipality having a separate police, we have a general police force 
for the whole province. So it is going back to the past to try to 
have a separate police force paid for separately by individual towns. 
We have in the past had the question of partition of Bengal and a 
good many of my friends who are supporting this motion were strongly 
against the partition of Bengal. They wanted East Bengal to be 
attached to West Bengal chiefly to Calcutta — Calcutta which was the 
head of Bengal and was the head of India. They were in the past 
very eager to be at^pched to Calcutta. Now they are trying to do 
the reverse; they are trying to partition Calcutta from the rest of 
Bengal. As I said last year, ('alcutta and the rest of Bengal form 
one organic whole, and we should not say that Calcutta should pay 
so much and the rest of Bengal so much. We cannot, as 1 said, 
divide the expenditure saying so much should be paid by the Calcutta 
people and so much by the people outside Calcutta. I^et us carry our 
argument a little further; a large number of people come to Calcutta 
from East Bengal and North Bengal. They pay no tax, but they 
take advantage of the roads, and the water, contaminated though it 
be. They take advantage of the drainage system and the lighting; 
they pay no tax for light and water. Is it to be argued, therefore, 
that there should be a tax levied on each person who comes to Sealdah 
or Howrah station — a tax varying according to the number of dayp 
of his stay? That is absurd and futile. It is impossible to dividA 
Then look at the High Court. The Appellate Side of the High Court 
deals with cases of people from outside Calcutta, but the Judges are * 
paid by the whole province and aot separately by the people iram^ 
outside. The same argument holds good in the case of tteLOngii||l 
Bide that occupy the attentipp^ of six or eight Judges of the 
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Ootirt that there should be a special judges* tax raised from the people 
of Calcutta. All these show the absurdity of the idea underlying thiS' 
motion. Then, about the Howrah Bridge: We know that a tax will 
be forced upon Calcutta for its construction and people from ,, .West 
Bengal and East Bengal who pass through Calcutta to go to Gaya, 
Madhupur, Simultola, etc., will not have to pay for this tax, although 
they will use the bridge. 

Babu illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: They do pay. 

Mft 3i Ms B08E* All that shows the absurdity of any idea of 
trying to separate the expenditure on the Presidency Police. there- 
fore, oppose the motion. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: I rise to give my wholehearted support 
to the motion of my friend Mauivi Abdul Hamid Shah. This motion 
is a hardy annual. We coming from the mvfassal are not tired of 
ventilating our long-felt and deep-seated grievance year after year but 
Government have the stock reply that the question bristles with diffi- 
culties for which they are not yet ready with a solution. The other 
day the Hon’ble Sir B, L. Mitter advised us to go on hammering 
till we gained our cause. We take his advice and mean to go on 
hammering. We have just heard what a representative of 
Calcutta had to say on this question and some of his arguments really 
took ray breath away. The people coming from mvfassal do not con- 
tribute to the cost of maintaining the municipal administration of 
Calcutta. That is the statement my friend, Mr. S. M. Bose, made. 
Sir, do the people, who come here even for a da^, not pay by way of 
terminal tax for the improvement of Calcutta? Do they not stay in 
hotels ami help to maintain those hotels who have to take out licenses at 
a fee from the Calcutta Corporation? Do they not travel in motor 
buses and taxis and trams and other conveyances and do these people 
not pay to the coffers of the Calcutta Corporation? Therefore to say 
that dwellers of Calcutta alone pay the lost of upkeep of the municipal 
administration is to say something which is not true. Governments 
idea is that the village people should find money to maintain their own 
watch and ward police. Why should not the same principle be applied 
to the city of Calcutta? Even in the pi'esent times of distiess people 
have got to find money to maintain chovkidars and daffdars in their 
villages. The city of Calcutta which boasts of a revenue of four crores 
of rupees is served by a police force the cost of which is imposed on the 
provincial revenue^. Is it just? Is it fair? It shows the injustice, 
the inequity and the unfairness of the whole procedure. Calcutta is a. rich 
«« city and in view of the feet that the city is rich, and inhabited by a dense 
Vmnd hetrogeneous popiulation its police cost is necessarily heavy. Why 
should the people of the wafasnl be made to bear the cost of the 
CSaloutta Police? ;That is a question w^ich hes been raised year after 
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year ly sevem members of this Council, and until this question is 
^nswe^d satisfactorily they will not refiain from going on ham|uering 
at it One other argument used by my friend, Mr, M. Bose is that 
the peop^le do not contribute towards the cost of the upkeep 

of the Calcutta High Court. Sir, do not imtfassal people pay more 
courtfees than is necessary for the administration of justice P In the 
mufassal ad 'valorem fees have to be paid on the value of suits. Here 
in Calcutta litigants in the original side of the High Court pay by 
way of court-fee sums which are nothing in comparison with what is 
paid by the mufassal people. Then, Mr. S. M. Bose made the state- 
ment that Calcutta and Bengal should be regarded as one organic 
whole. May I ask him to preach the principle,- which he has presciib- 
ed in the case of the people of the viyfas^^al, to the people who have 
gent him to this Council? In the Calcutta Corporation a ciy has been 
raised that appointments should be given to the bona fide residenjUi ©f 
Calcutta alone and that the mvfassal people have no right to claim 
appointments in the Calcutta Corporation, (-an the Calcutta people 
live for a moment without support from the mufojtsal? Is not Bengal 
maintaining Calcutta? When Calcutta people are so short -sighted and 
narrow minded as to say that appointments in Calcutta Cori)oration 
should go to the people of Calcutta alone, how can rural Bengal feel 
that there is an organic connection between them and Calcutta? 
When village people have to maintain their police by taxing them- 
selves, why should not Calcutta pay for its own police. Just consider 
this. People in the mufassal^ in several districts, my district in- 
cluded, are in the grip of famine. I call it famine because the con- 
dition of things prevailing in my district just now* is such that it 
cannot but be called a famine. Even when they are in the grip of 
faipine they have to find money to maintain the village police and 
Government would not come to their rescue. Here in this rich city of 
Calcutta if the citizens are asked to contribute even a part of the money 
required for the maintenance of the Calcutta police, how can it be 
characterised as unjust and unfair? Therefore, 1 submit that the 
whole cost or at any rate a substantital portion of the cost of the police 
administration of Calcutta should be borne by the people of Calcutta 
themselv^. » ^ 


BatraJATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, as against 
the hi^iorfe background given by my friend Mr. S, M. Bose I want to 
say that in all modem cities the charges of police are borne by the 
Corporation. In England the charges of the Metropolitan Police ari 
borne by tbe London County Council by a special rate. It has always 
been from ‘tbe beginning of the 19th century till lately in 1919 when 
a new Act was passed and half the cost was thiown on the Imperial 
Bxchequer, The whole thing is based on ihh prinoiple of equity. 
Apart from tSe controversy between ike mufassal and Calcutta, 
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here in Bengal the reaeona^hy the cost of the Pre|[jdency Police 
fhottld bg home by the pe<|ple of Calcutta must be moye potent than 
they V® in other countries. Calcutta does not represent the mufasasf! 
areas in the sense that one coming from the foreign countries seeing 
Calcutta only will have to go away with the wrong idea^^ 
opulence whijjdi he saw in Calcutta was only a reflection of the opulence 
of the rest of Bengal. It is, therefore, in the interest of Bengal that 
something must be done to relieve rural Bengal of the burden which 
lies on their shoulders, even if it means a little addition to the people 
of Calcutta who can bear that additional burden. The Corporation's 
income is not derived from the people of Bengal alone, but alsp from 
all other people who come to this place, and the richness of theycity^ 
is due to the contributions made by the merchants and other people 
who require special protection, not the same protection that is given 
to people in the mufassal areas. For the purpose of special protec- 
tion, they ought to be prepared to make their own contribution in the 
matter of maintaining a sufficiently large police force in Calcutta, 
If only this aspect of the question is considered, I submit it will not 
be iniquitous to make a demand that Calcutta should pay* for its own 
police, just as it pays for its own lights, water and drainage system. 
As ^regards the question whether the mufassal people should make 
contributions, I submit that they are contributing not only in the 
shape of direct faxes, but also in the shape of indirect taxes. If they 
stop their contribution, the city of Calcutta will dwindle into a city 
of hamlets and small huts. Apart from the question as to how much 
the mufassal people are contributing towards the prosperity of the 
city, I think it is just and reasonable to ask the Corporation of Cal- 
cutta to contribute a part of the cost of the police force which is 
maintained in the city of Calcutta in view of the fact that the Cor- 
poration derive a large income from the police arrangement i^at 
exists in this city for the security of life and property of the merchants 
and other big people. The provincial revenue is very inelastic and 
there is very little room for expansion. That being so, some means 
ought to be found to meet the situation, and one of the means that 
can he thouglit of and for which there are precedents to be drawn 
from the big cities of other countries is that Calcutta pay for 

its own police. The analogy of what prevailed in Calcutta 100 yeaiB 
ago should not hold good now. From that time to-day Caloutt^ has 
grown to be the second city in the British Empire. We a^uftp judge 
the matter from the state of things which obtain tq-day |n43Erdm the 
reality of the present day situation, and I think thel^ can but one 
conclusion that Calcutta ought to pay at least a part of the cost of 
maintenance of law and order in the city, Dunn|t the last Budget 
session the Hon’ble Member, while replying to the^ debate, remarked 
that he did no| think it was so very absurd a demand on the part of 
the rest of Bengal, and he assured tht House that would study 
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th© ^ipitotion try to jfive soiuo sofi' of guidanoe to the* next 
Cotm^ as^^e* then apprehended that the ChiXncil would breaJc up in 
Ae ue^ future. We would like jq know what the Hon’ble Mihiber 
has done since then on this problem which has been raised in this 
^undt fimn year to year and which is called a hardy adnual. It is 
not a^roposition which should be lightly brushed aside. With these 
words I^give my support to this motion. 
m ^ 

Bsbu JITBMORALAL BANNERJEEs The arguments and illus- 
trations Adduced by Mr. S. M. Bose are so rare, precious and 
. exquisite, they are so novel and original as to leave us gasping for 
biea^. Hbwever, I need not hammer on that point any longer. 
Personally, Sir, 1 have no sympathy for the city of Calcutta. We come 
fr9m the mufassal and are proud of belonging to the mufassal. This 
big crowded, filthy, stincking city of yours has no attraction for us: it 
seems like a huge, suffocating al>cess on the fair face of Bengal. But 
I canrtdf help thinking that Mr. Kasim, makes a mistake — he has 
been making this mistake for the last several years — regarding this 
question as olie of rivalrj^ and contention between Calcutta and 
the mufassal. The question whether the cost of maintaining the 
Calcutta police should come out of the provincial revenues or not is 
more or less of an academic interest. The point — and it is an exceed- 
ingly short one — seems to me to be this. The cost of maintaining tlie 
police ill Calcutta and other municipal towms of Bengal now comes 
from the provincial revenues, whereas the cost of maintaining the police 
in rural areas comes from the rural people themselves. Why this 
differential treatment? Are the rural people better off than the people 
of Cab'utta? Of course, it may be said that the cost of maintaining 
the rural police would be prohibitive and the provincial revenues are 
not^npulent enough. But the same argument may be applied in the 
case of Calcutta also and the same line of jiolicy ought to be followed 
in the case of Ixith Calcutta and the inufaHsal. Puther pay the cost of 
the police in the mufa.ssal as well as in municipal areas out of the pro- 
vincial revenues; or, if the provincial revenues are not to be charged 
wjth the burden of the rural police, then do not charge the provincial 
revenues with ,1%P>?W)st of the Calcutta police. If there is any difference, 
am fails tivunderstand why this difference should be in favour of Ca^jutta 
and against the mufassal. From every consideration of eijuity, justic# 
and fair d^Skling, it ought to be the other way about. As for the ^st, 
the quotationa given by Mr. S. M. Bose are nothing to the purpose and 
Us history" U featijely nudapropos. He says that Calcutta was relieved 
of the burdbn of maintaining its police, simply because the Calcutta 
people agreed, or rather the municipal authorities of Calcutta agreed, 
that certain other epsts should be borne by them. Sir, the mufassal 
people would be very glad to have the same bargain on the same terms. 

If they could be^relieved of ih$ cost of maintaining th^e police, they 
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^ould rety gladly contri^te, accofding to their resouiroea, tofSardp th 
cost of improving the amenities of rural life. At the unjg 

Iwards of Bengal seem to be labouring under a curee of sterility. The 
are tied hand and foot, they cannot move, they cannot do anythin) 
simply because their resources are so poor; and yet lov ^ thes 
raiiources are, they are fully mortgaged to the average extent of nc 
less than three-fourths in the heavy task of paying and providin) 
uniform for the chaukidar. Once relieve them of this incubus, and th# 
would gladly spend their revenues in maintaining roade, improviuj 
water-supply, and discharging other functions of an utilitariai 
iSharacter. Sir, the same argument must apply in both cases: and 
appeal to the Government once again that they must not hav 
one law for the people of the mufassal because they are poor, and an 
other law for the people of Calcutta because they are rich, big, am 
influential, and because they can easily catch their ears», 

Tha Hftfl'bla 8ir ROBERT REIDs Sir, I do not propose to go int( 
the merits of this well-worn subject this afternoon. As the mover o 
the motion has said, his intention was to raise this debate so as to leaVi 
it on record for the benefit of the new Government and that, as a matte: 
of fact, has been the attitude which this Government have taken, any 
how, during the last two occasion s—last year and tlie year before— 
when this same subject was debated on a motion of our friend Maulv 
Abul Kasem, As Maulvi Abdul Hakim has said, it is a pity to impor 
into this matter this antagonism l)etween the town and mufass^j^ ^hii 
is a subject which certainly ought, if possible, to be dealt w&h or 
impersonal lines. Anyhow, I said last year that I would trj' anc 
collect some materials for the new Government to go upon when thej 
applied themselves to this subject, as so many of us hope that they wil] 
in due course, and we have got a certain amount of material. One 
thing it has shown is that it is very difficult to divide the expendiiuw 
on the Calcutta Police into separate compartments so to speak^ 
expenditure which is necessitated particularly by the conditions in 
Calcutta, and expenditure which is of a nature common to police 
expenditure both in the town and in the country. And I should ^imk, 
if there is any attempt made in the future to divide and to place a pari 
4)f the burden of the expenditure on the Calcutta Police on the rate- 
payw of Calcutta, it would have to be done in some rathea arbitrary 
fashion. Perhaps it would be decided that the Central and the Pro- 
vincial revenues should provide half the cost and tho ratepayers of 
Oaleutta the other half. But this is merely by the way; it does nftt 
affect the present position. 

In conclusion, all I can say is that it is impossible for this Qovem- 
ment to do anything but oppose the cut motion, because it is a cat ia a 
Budget provision based on things as they are. Moreover, we feel that 



DEMANDS FOE GBANT8 


ii is HH a matter on which a Government, which is shortly to change 
its cki^act^r and which is so near to the end of its period of existence, 
shduld come to a decision. 

Sir, I beg to oppose the motion. 

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result ' 


AYES. 


AfeMti, KIhui SalNiSvr Muhrl iMaisMii. 
AN, MMhrl Nmmw. 
aama. Hwivi tfM hsim. 

■sMTlt Mr. P. 

•amwlM, BaSi 4tte«SnML 
tanM, aaSi Prtnharl. 
murnUmti, KMMri mtkrn, 
eiMMiittry, MraM VMMtf 
OS twiS ir y. Hajl aatfi AfeMtS. 

SSMiSfcvnr. Maihri R«r«l ASmt. 

PaHaltam MMhri M«ha««a<. 
eiMM, Dr. Aailfi NiIm. 

NHMf Ksri^taSaiiiL 

HtMlR, Nmral MMbarrtf, Khaa Sahaiar. 

Manala, Maiilvl Mahaaiaiaa. 

Kaitai, Maalvi ASal. 

Rtea, Khaa tahaiar Maalvl Maanaai All. 
KImm, Maalvl TaailniMla. 


MaM, Mr. t. 

MakiMpaiSaya. Ral iakM larat OkaaSra. 

Naaij, Mafeafkia Mt Skaaira. at KariaikMar. 
Qaaatai, Maalvl Akal. 

Rakaiaa, Maahri Aitaar. 

Ray, Saka Aaialyaikaa. 

Ray Skavrikary. Saka latltk OkaaSra. 

Ray. Mr. laUatarv Mafk. 

Ray, Mr. taral Kaaiar. 

•akaaa, Ral Sakaiar taljra Klakar. 

•aaiaS. Maalvl ANas. 

•kak, Maalvl AMal NaaiM. 

•lafk, trijal Taj Sakaiar. 
tlaika, Saka Kikttra Naik. 

Maka, Rk|a Sakaiar Bkapaaira Narayaa, at 
Naakipar. 

TaraMar, Maalvl Rajlk UMIa. 


NOES. 


Araiitraaf, Mr. W. L 
Ral, Ral take Ullt Kaaiar. 

Saaarjl, Rail Sakaiar Kaikak Okaaira. 

Sailr UMIa, Kkaa Sakaiar Maalvl Makaaiiati. 
SaM. Mr. 1. 

Waaiy, Mr. E. N. 

Saaa, Mr. t. M. 

Okaaikary, Kkaa Sakaiar Maalvl Naiiar Rakaiaa. 
Skaaikarl, Dr. Mftaira Okaaira. 

OkaaiSart, Maalvl Oyvi Ovaua HaMvr. 

Oakta, Mr. 0. i. 

Daa, Saka Sarapratai. 

Parnal, IN Naa'Ma Sawak Sir Maklaiila, at 
Rataapar. 

Pir fa iaa, Mr. R. N. 

SNakmt, Mr. R. N. 

Srakaa^ Mr. N. 

SriMtkt, Mr. Okartat. 

Haliar. Mr. t. K» 

Napaa, tka Naa*Ma Kkaa Sakaiar M. Aiital. 

Mass. Mr. S. P. ^ 

NaaHH^ Mr. P. T. 

Ntapar, Mr. S. S. 


Naaaala, Maalvl Ulatat. 

Mafciaa, Or. W. A. 

Klaiaratoy, Mr. i. B. 

Uaik, Mr. T. 

Laaaaa, Mr. S. W. 

Mafalra, Mr. L. T. 

Millar. Mr. 0. 0. 

Mmar, Mr. 0. 0. 

MMtar, tka Naa'kfa ilr Srajaaira Lai. 
Sac. Rav. S. A. 

Nartaa, Mr. N. R. 

Partar, Mr. A. I. 

Rakaaai, Mr. A. 

Ral Makaial, Maalaira Dak. 

Ray Ofcawikary, Mr. K. 0. 

RaM, tka Haa*Ma Mr Rakart. 

Ray, tka Naa'Ma Mr Sljay Prasai Magk. 
•kakakaiila, tka Naa’Ma Mr. KkaraJa. 
Ilavaaa, Mr. H. 1. 1. 

Tkaaipaaa, Mr. W. N. 

Tawaaai, Mr. H. P. V. 

W aaik aai , tka Haa’kia Mr iaka. 
Wariavartk, Mr. W. 0. ^ 


The Ayes being 34 and the Noes 45, the nmtion was lost. 


2SB-~Polioo--BiipiHnfteiKlonoe. 

MMiifvi ABUL QUAiEMi Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Es. 1,90,000 under the head *^26B^Police--*^uperintendenoe*’ be 
reduced by Es. 160 (demrability of meeting tht cost of village police 
in the distressed nreas out of provincial revmies}. 

23 ^ 
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I wiBh to bring to the notice of this House ibe and tlit ainuwt 
tragic conditions which are prevailing in certain parte of my diaiiict. 
Sir, my eulbdi vision is the worst affected. On account of the faiiui% 
of rains this year there has been a wideepread failure of crops in all 
parts of my district and test works have been started in the Shamnagar 
thana in Satkhira subdivision. There are two places where these test 
works are going on namely at Ishwaripur and Noomagar. At l^wari- 
pur 1,600 men are working, and they are given wages at a rate which 
never exceeds 8 pice per diem. All the workers however, do not get 
that amount; they usually get from 4 to 7 pice, the maximum, which 
very few can earn, being 8 pice. At Noomagar about 1,000 men are 
working. The difficulty is how to manage the works. I came back 
from Khulna only yesterday, and I learnt from people who are person- 
ally in touch with these works that the difficulty was to provide these 
workers with baskets and spades. Sometimes touching scenes are wit- 
nessed. It is, impossible to supply all of them with spades fitted with 
handles but the workers will simply get hold of the spades without 
handles and will not wait to have these spades being properly fitted. 
Their fear is that if they fail to get hold of the spades they will not 
get any work that day. Then there is another phenomenon in our part 
of the country. Women of the peasant dass who never come out for 
work of this nature are now coming in considerable numbers to do even 
this sort of work to which they have never been accustomed. Sir, my 
point is io einpliasisse the fact that real distress which may be properly 
described as famine prevail in many parts of Khulna. In the Bager- 
hat subdivision also, test work has hud to be started in some parts. I 
submit, Sir, that if this relief is to l>e adequate, if relief is meant really 
to relieve, if I may so put it, it should be whole-hearted and compre- 
hensive. But while the distress is there, no exemption has l)een granted 
to the distressed people from the payment of the chowkidari or the 
union rates. My present purpose is to appeal to Oovernment to e^ejupt 
these people from chowkidari or union rates so long as the distress pre- 
vails, While speaking on the last motion, I said that there was no 
reason whateoever why the people of the province as a whole should be 
asked to bear the entire cost of police administration in Calcutta, con- 
sidering that the village people have got to find the entire amount 
necess^^ry for the maintenance of chowkidars and daffadars. In this 
motion I ask the Government with all the emphasis that I can command 
to exempt the poor village people at least so long as distress prevails 
from the payment of chowkidari or union rates. That will give them 
an appreciable measure of relief. I would appeal to Government also 
to visit those planes where test works are going on and see whether the 
time has not cnme to declare a famine and grant gratuitous relief to the 
4istre686d people. Whenever people die of starvation, Gbvemment say 
that they have died of natural causes. But how was that natural death 
brought about they never care to go into. The real eause is. that from 
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starvaftion and semi-starvation their resisting power is dimi- 
jiisiihdi and then they fall victims to diseases which carry them away 
and Government declare that they have not died of starvation. Gov- 
ernment should declare a famine where actually famine conditions pre- 
vail and give all possible measures of relief to the distressed people. 
With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR BANANA ■ Sir, I rise to give my 
whole-hearted support to the very reasonable cut motion that has been 
• 80 ably moved by my friend Maulvi Abul Qnasem. He lias shown one 
aspect of the case. I shall try to explain another aspect of it. I shall 
just go into a bit of history. When tlie zemux^aries were settled with 
the landlords, there was a clause in the settlement lease that they must 
maintain the village police. In pursuance of that clause, the zemin- 
dars left aside 8 to 16 highns of land in every village for the mainten- 
ance of the village police, T mean the chaatkidar. In our boyish days, 
people in rural areas had not to pay a single farthing towards the 
maintenance of chankidars, I do not know why those lands were 
resumed by Government. Each 8 highas of land meant for one ahwthi- 
dor was rrsumed and settled with the landlord for Rs. 8, Rs. 4 to go to 
the landlord as his share and the balance of Rs. 4 to In* contributed 
to the ciimthidari fund. Formerly the rural people used to get the 
services of a ch/mkidar without paying anything, but now a sum of 
Rs. 100 has to be spent for a chaukidar. He gets Rs. 6 per month 
which comes to Rs. 72, and then there is a part of the pay of the 
ddffadar^ contingency and other clinrges which all told come to about 
Rs. 100. But we get only Rs. 4 from the 8 highns of land which in 
previous days used to maintain a chnvkidar. The balance of Rs. 96 
therefore has to be collected from people who do not know what it is to 
have a full meal from day to day and who generally cannot afford to 
spend only 4 pice to save the life of his only malaria-striken son for 
the purchase of quinine! It is these people who are made to bear the 
chaukidari tax, and when they fail to pay it, their only ancestral 
drinking bowl in which there were a dozen soldering marks is sold by 
auction to realise 6 annas or even the quarterly rate of 3 pice from 
them. This is not only not just, hut it is cruel to realise money from 
these poor people in that way. Tust now my friend has. said that people 
in rural areas who have got nothing whatever are made to pay for their 
chaukulars, I say, Sir, that these very people who generally live on 
one meal during six months in a year and one meal and a half during 
the other six months are made to pay for the Calcutta Police as well. 
This is the sort of justice which has been given to us and I do not 
know how to condemn it. Maulvi Abul Quasem has said that there is 
distress and famine in his district, but my district of Bankura is a 
land of perpetual famine and there the people are allirays on the verge 
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dt perennial porerty. They have not been getting for the last ttiree 
yeers their normal crop, and this year they are suffering from fa]iiine« 
although Government has not declared it, but says that there is some 
distress. It is a pity that these people shall have to pay for the chauku 
dari tax. They are now working as labouiers and are paid two seers 
of paddy per diem which comes to 5 pice only, but they have also got 
to pay the cliaukidari tax. 

Mmtlvi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, 1 rise to oppose the motion moved by 
niy friend and namesake to my right. I am not disputing the facts 
stated by him, but I cannot say that the provincial revenues should 
contribute and pay for the police expenses on account of the ckaukidau. 
After all, who are the people who suffer? It is the cultivator — the 
toiling millions of Bengal who suffer! But what is their worth? 
They do not possess Rolls Royce cars; they do not possess palatial 
residential quarters; on the other hand, what does it matter if they do 
not get a full meal from day to day, if they live in the midst of 
misery, if they die a natural death of diseases like tuWrculosis, malaria 
or cholera, and what is more, even if they die of starvation? In fact, 
it does not matter much. These people cannot claim and have no right 
to claim any sympathy from men who are placed high in life, w^hether 
they are Govpinment officers, zemindars, or rich teiritorial magnates. 
In olden days, once when the Nawrab of Murshidabad was passing by, 
he heard the cries of a woman. He was told that her husband, who was 
a -^yre had died. The Nawab exclaimed; “Oh, he was not an admi *' — 
meaning a man. So, these people who till the land and produce our 
wealth — the very people on the fruits of whose labour the nch people 
and Govei’ument and the Writers’ Buildings exist — deserve no sympathy 
and ought not to deserve any; and, therefore, I oppose the motion. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: My friend, Maulvi Abul Kasem, has opposed 
the motion in a sarcastic spirit, though in all sincerity he was not 
opposing it. I consider that there is no person in this House except 
th® Government Members who can venture to oppose the motion. Sir, 
Government want us to believe that they are there to protect us, but I 
say that they forget that the police exists not to protect the people in 
general, but to protect the Government officials. Otherwise, it does 
not stand to reason to tax the! people in the villages who are the poorest 
of tile poor and who do not require any protection. They are made to 
pay not for their own protection, but for the protection of Gkivem- 
ment officials and other rich men. It has often been said that the 
village police is cgntrolled by the union boards and not by Government, 
but it is also well known that in some of the districts, especially in 
Midna|)ore, union boards are being thrust upon the people practically 
at the point of the bayonet. I cannot understand the reason why, at 
this time when there is scarcity and famine in the land, Gbveri^nent 
instead of declaring it and granting small concessions to the poor 
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people in the form of remiesions of amali taxes, aiie going to realise tlioee 
•taxes, without caring in the least for utter inability to pay these. This 
is really an anomaly which must be removed at once. The Hon’ble 
Member has said in the course of a debate that it means that the schema 
of the Government must be wholly changed. I say, if it is admitted 
to be necessary, why should you not do that immediately? Govern^ 
ment find money always for the departments under the Hon’ble Sir 
Robert Reid ; there is no dearth of money there. But why should this 
money come from the people who are starving in the villages? I con- 
sider this motion to be a very reasonable one, and Government ought to 
accept it and not insist upon the people having union boards when they 
do not want them. Government are always turning a deaf ear to the 
petitions of people in the countryside. But this is a very reasonable 
demand and Government should not only accede to their request which 
is a very modest one, but instruct the police not to harass the people 
or in any way commit zoolvm over them. 

(Here the Gouncil was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(After Adjournment.) 

Mr. Pt BANERJI: Kai Bahadur Satya Kinkar Sahaua was just 
telling us how the chmikiJari system was abolished, and whether it 
was in the interests of the people or detrimental U) their interests. If 
you go into the details of this system, you will find that Government 
all on a sudden changed the rhaukulari system and took away all the 
lands and settled those with the zemindars. They, in turn, leased them 
out and paid Government certain rates. At that time the zermnda/rs 
were given 50 per cent, of the revenue derived from those lands and jn 
many cases where the zemnid(ir.s leased them out, they had a windfall; 
50 per cent, or Rs. 4 per eight hit/has w^as realised by Government in 
shape of chauhidari tax. You now find that the whole system was 
abolished and the people liave absolutely no protection. In olden days 
the chaukular was entitled to certain highm of land, and when ha died 
his son became a chaukidar. That system was satisfactory, but nowa- 
days the chaukulnr$ are paid in cash, and the poor people are taxed for 
it, and the major portion of the money realised by union boards is 
spent on the village police and chaukidars, though the people in the 
countryside receive little protection from tliem. Although the people 
pay for these chaukidars^ they have no control over them. Government 
changed their policy not with a view to giving protection to the people, 
but to take away the protection for which they ore made to pay! 
Government get some money from the zemindars but that is spent 
in other directions. So I consider that this is the time when Govern- 
ment should pay the money from the provincial revenues for tbp 
ohmskidars and the poor people at least temporarily should not be taxed. 
With these words I support the motion. 
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Rail ialMMlur StU/PENORA NARAYAN 8INHA, of NMhipBrs 

Sir, I have every sympathy with the motion just before the House, but 
I cannat fbat this should be limited to one district of Khulna or 
to some parts of a district. (A voice: Certainly not.) It should be 
the general policy of Government to see that the people of the villages 
are not overburdened with taxes when there is an acute economic depres- 
sion in the country. In villages police charges have been borne by the 
villagers; some lands have been set apart to bear the expenses of the 
police. Out of the proceeds of the chaukidari chakran lands these 
charges are met. As Mr. Banerji has said if the union boards are 
relieved of the duties of meeting the expenses of the police, they can 
devote their attention to the uplift of the villages and the construction 
of roads and to improvement of water-supply. Owing to the economic 
depression, the income of the union boards has been affected much, 
and has been diminished to a great extent. If they have to pay the 
expense of cliowkidars or daffadars, there w^ould be no work for the 
union boards to do. So I strongly advocate the ideas. But there may 
be practical difficulties in giving effect to this proj>osal at once; but 
what I propose to do is to request the Government to consider this matter 
seriously. Il deserves consideration, especially at a time when there is 
acute economic depression as is evident from the fact that relief works 
have been started in various places. The expending of money out of 
the proceeds of the taxes realised from the villages for the village police 
is a point worth considering. I do not want to go into details, but I 
want Government to look into the question earnestly. I do not want 
Government to give effect to the recommendation immediately, but 
they should take into consideration all the points mentioneed by the 
hon’ble members of this House. 

Bibu K8HETRA NATH 8INGHA: Sir, I rise to oppose the motion 
on the ground of principle — the principle of Government. Our part of 
the province, that is the districts of Rangpur, Jalpaiguri and Dinajpur, 
are not affected at all by famine, starvation or anything of the kind. 
People are not eating the leaves of trees or they are not dying of 
starvation. Then why should w'e, the people who are living in luxury, 
eating two meals a day properly and getting all sorts of vegetables, 
fish and meat, pay for the starvation or famine of Satkhira or Khui|U^ 
or any other place F I am not at all in favour of paying anything from 
the provincial revenues on which our part of the province has a share. 
Wa are not at all affected ; let them die ; whatever their position might 
be, we will not pfty for them. We are living in luxury! The oth«r 
day Mr. Hogg warned me that we, the scheduled castes, should not 
press our claims too far because that will bring hatred between ^k0 
cominunities. If that be the case, then why should we, Hie people of 
that part of the province who are living in luxury and optdenoe, |Miy 
for tie people of Khulna or Satkhira who are ^dyittg of stidnratiwaf 
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If Ifrtf Hogg can warn us, the really backward people of- the province 
irho re*iuire most help, with creating bitterness when we asked Govern- 
ment for education, food for our brains, and we are offered ^^nes to 
eat — if that be the attitude of Government, what can we expect? Under 
the circumstances, if Government is willing to do justice equally to 
all, then it must do justice equally to all. So, we are not willing to 
pay our portion of the cost that will be incurred for Satkhira, Khulna 
or anywhere else! 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 am surprised to hear 
the speech of the last speaker, not be<*au8e he said that he would not 
allow one single penny of Government money to be spent for any people 
except the people of his own district, but I am surprised at the principle 
which he wants to be followed and adopted in these cases. I should have 
thought that the principle connected with this matter was clear. If the 
people of towns and cities are to get protection of police at public cost, 
why should the villagers be made to pay for their police? That is a 
question of principle. On principle, there is no justification for placing 
the whole burden of the police in the village areas upon the people and 
providing for the police for the protection of the citiasens of towns and 
more fortunate villagt^s out of the provincial revenues. On more than 
one occasion I have spoken on a motion like this. I have also suggested 
that the Government\s policy ought to be changed. The union boards 
ought to be relieved of the burden of the cJmukidari tax if the(y are to 
do any useful work, and there cannot be two opinions alwut it. The 
union boards raise a substantial amount of money, but the bulk of it is 
spent on the expenses of the village police. I know that there is a 
history l)ehind it. I know that the village police at all times in the past 
has been charged on the villagers themselves. At one time it was a 
charge on the zemindar and, later on, it was made a charge on the 
villagers, and when the union boards replaced the old choAikidari 
panchayats, their primary function became to provide for the village 
chaukidars. But the financial position of these village unions has got 
to be examined to see how far they will be able to do more useful work. 
That is the general question of principle. There is no ground or princi- 
ple upon which villagers should lie mmle to pay for the police of cities 
aik4 towns. But this motion which is before the House does not ask for 
the whole hog. It only asks that having regard to the depression, having 
regard to the distress in some quarters, at any rate in those quarters the 
village police charge might be taken ofi from the union boards in order 
that the people might be helped. This is merely asking for an emergency 
help. 1 do, not see any reason why the Government should think it 
unreasonable to ask for this little help, and I do not understand why m/ 
friend Mr. Siugha should oppose such a proposal. He must rememlMff 
that the peojple in Raipur may be living in opulence to-day, but 
to^iaorn^, when thmre is distrees al{ over the oonatry, the people of 
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Raugpur will not be in their present condition. If his speech waj 
merely ironical which I do not appreciate it was, I must say that he 
expressed Jiimself in very unhappy words. If Rangpur is suffering 
from distress, it should naturally get help from the other parts of the 
province. The motion of my friend Maulvi Abul Quasem does not 
concern Khulna or any other district in particular. Therefore, I sub- 
mit that he has a very strong case. 

The Hon’bla Sir ROBERT REID: We ought to be p-ateful to 
Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta for bringing back, as he did in the latter 
part of his speech, this discussion to reality. There is only one point 
arising out of this motion and that is the recommendation to Govern- 
ment that they should remit the rJiauhidari tax in the distressed areas. 
I do not think there is any one in this House, not excluding the Govern- 
ment beiK'hes, who is not moved by feelings of real sympathy towards 
the inhabitants of those areas who, we know, are suffering from great 
hardship owing to failure of crops. The mover of the motion asks that 
Government should meet the cost of village police in the distressed areas 
out of the provincial revenues. There are precedents for this. It has 
been done l>cfore on previous occu.sions, and if I may be allowed to make 
a personal reminiscence, I once recommended a similar remission in the 
district of Midnapore and that was agreed to promptly by Government. 
All I have to say is that I am quite sure that Government will consider 
any re<*ominendation which may 1 h* made to them on these lines for the 
remission of the chnvhtdari tax in areas where it is found that the 
inhabitants are unable to pay. I ciannot, of course, say that there will 
be a wholesale remission of the chaukidan tax and the charge trans- 
ferred to provincial revenues, but every case will Ik* considered on its 
merits, and I have no doubt that everj' case will be considered in a 
sympathetic way. Perhaps after this the mover will withdraw his 
motion. 

The motion was tlien, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: 1 beg to move 
that the demand of Ks. l,9i?,00() under ilie head ‘‘2()C — Police — District 
Executive Force — (a) District Police — Pay of Officers” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

Sir, the object of iny motion is to draw attention of the House to the 
excessive expenditure on the head “Police” and particularly on 
“District Executive Force.” Sir, I submit that the expenditure on 
police in Bengal is too high. We had occasion to deal with the ques- 
tion of the Presidency Police, and the history about the Bengal Police, 
^rticnlarly the District Police, is the same, that is to say that 
expenditure is mounting up from year to year to an extent which really 
threatens to paralyse all the natioii-huildiug activities of the Govern- 
ment. To support my argument by recent figures, I would like the 
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hon’ble members to go back to the Budget of 1923-24. From that 
.year up to this time the Budget figures will -support me when I say 
that the figures are moimtiiig up like anything. In 1923-24 w^e had 
budgeted Rs. 1,19, 36,11^X1 and earh year there was an addition of a lakh 
or two until to-day in the year 1936 we st-and at Rs. 1,47,50,000. In 
other words, within the last 12 years, since the last Reforms were 
introduced, we had an increase on this head of about Rs. 27J lakhs. 
This increase should be taken along with the increase on the head 
‘‘Criminal Investigation Department.” There we started in 1923-24 
with an amount of Rs. 7,29,000 which swelled up to Rs. 17,84,000 within 
a period of 12 years. Yet the fact remains that so far as protection of 
the lives and properties of the citizens are concerned, there is nothing 
to show answering to the great increase in the expenditure. The crime 
figures will illustrate the futility of the heavy outlay on this head. 
No greater prevention of ordinary crimes like burglaries, thefts, 
dacoities and murders, has been effected. Nor have the figures about 
detection a more satisfactory result to show within this period. 
Scientific detection of crimes postulates many things which are 
unhappily lacking in our police force. They are also preoccupied with 
the detection of crimes of a i)olitical or semi-political nature and they 
do not feel much responsibility in the matter of checking ordinary 
crimes. The increase of crimes against women of which we hear so 
much and which has been admitted by the Government now and again 
will illustrate the inactivity or apathy of the ptdice in the matter of 
checking crimes on which the wliolc country' teds and feels very 
strongly. Sir, probably our police force now’adays are o(‘cupied too 
much wdth reporting about suspicious characters and all that rather 
than with really preventing crimes or bringing criminals to juj^tice. 
Whatever may be the reason, the fact remains that our police expendi- 
ture is increasing — crimes are also increasing — the expenditure on the 
moral and material uplift of the people w^hich is calculated to diminish 
crimes is either falling or remains steady. The result is inevitable 
with an inelastic Budget like ours. To take an imjiortant item in the 
Budget, I mean the head of Education — a comparison wdll illustrate 
how the other departments have suffered on account of this increase 
on one side. The hoii'ble memUTs of the House will he surprised to 
find how' deplorable is oiir jjosition. In all countries the expenditure 
on education is and ought to be the highest. If we compare the other 
major provinces of India with our own case, we shall find the point 
better illustrated. In Bombay with a revenue of Rs. 18,73,00,000, 
Police absorbs something like Rs, 1,79,00,000 and Education 
BiT. 1,80,00,000, In other words, Education there gets nearly Rs. 1 lakh 
mre than the Police, and there, Sir, the expenditure on the bead 
“PoHce” is one-eleventh of the entire revenue of the province. 
Coming to Madras, there the total revenue is Rs. 22,47,00,000 and 
Police absorbs Rs. 1,64,00,000 only, whereas Education absorbs 
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Rg. 2,54,00,006, that is, on Education they spend more than one and 
half times of what they spend on Police. 

There affain they manage to police the Presidency with only l/15th 
'of the entire revenue. 

Now turn to Bengal. Out of a total revenue of about llj crores, 
we are asked to sanction Rs. 2,29,62,000 for Police and for Education 
only Rs. 1,30,57,000 or a little above it ; in other words, about half of 
what is spent on Police. The order here in Bengal is reversed; and 
as much as a-fifth of our total revenue is absorbed by Police. 

You all know that the bulk of the expenditure under the head 
“Police” is spent in rural Bengal in tlie District Executive Force. 

It is a disgrace, I sliould say, for Bengal — a disgrace which must 
be shared largely by the Government — that we spend in educating 
people only about half of what w^e spend either in tracking down 
criminals or sending people to jail. 

This ratio between these two items of expenditure cannot bjg 
explained away by reference to emergencies — they reveal rather either 
a settled policy or a ])olicy pursued without much thought as to its 
implications. Starve the people intellectually and morally, but widen 
the gates of the prison and increase accommodation therein, is not a 
happy motto to follow in the year 1936 when we are marching forward 
to the great goal which has l)een set before us, a goal of liberation in 
every field, a goal of improvement and emancipatidn in all fields! It 
has been said, Sir, that to open one scdiool is to close down one prison, 
and I believe everyone will ask; “Are we really following this safe 
and sound policy?” If not, w'e have a right to ask : “Why not?” 
Nor is there any ho))e of there Wing an orientation of view on the 
part of this Government in the near future. The Hon'ble Member has 
promised a reduction of a magnificent sum of something like Rs. 2B,000 
and Rs. b.tMlO in the cost of the Presidency Police, but no reduction is 
promised with regard to expenditure outside the Presidency towns. 
On the contrary, he has asked the House not to cherish any delusion 
regarding any possible reduction of expenditure under the Bengal 
Police. Only we are to expect Ixdter return for the outlay! “Better 
return” is a phrase, Sir, which we have yet to understand and which I 
confess we have not yet been able to understand. 

Sir, why cannot the Government even assure us that they will have 
before them a definite aim to assign more and more revenues for 
expenditure on Education, Medicine and Public Health and less and 
less on these particular items on Police, just to show that Government 
is progiessive, that the ideas of the people as well as of the Government 
are progressive, and that the Government are seriously bent upon 
bringing about the moral and material regenerltioii of tike people? 
*^Why can^t the Government assure us of maximum efficiency with 
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minimum expenditure under the head “Police”? Instend of proceed- 
ing with the effective method of reducing crimes and criminals, by the 
educational, moral and material uplift of the people, we are proceeding 
in a vicious circle. 

Then, agffin, Sir, such has become the mentality of the authorities 
that we are not unoften misunderstood when we question the expendi- 
ture on the police and plead for reduction of expenditure on police, 
as if the police are the only lights in the country and they should be 
allowed to shine, otherwise the country will l>e full of criminals. 

We want yo\i to rememl>er tliut unless you reduce expenditure on 
this head, considering the inelastic revenue of Govennnent, it will not 
be possible to effect any improvement in any direction and unless im- 
provements are effected in the directions where they are mostly called 
for, the result will be that public discontent will never be appeased and 
the charges which are being made against the Government now will 
continue to be levelled against tliem. 1 may say that two decades ago 
one Superintendent of Police at the district headijuarters and one 
Inspector of Police in the sulxlivision were sufficient to conduct the 
criminal administration of the country and maintain ])eace and order, 
but now we find that in some districts there are as many as three 
Superintendents of Ihilice and also Deputy Superintendents in every 
gubdi vision, not to speak of any numbei*s of Inspectors of Police. So 
much cost is imuirred on what is emailed overhead charges, and this 
without bringing any compensating good or any palpable results as 
regards the suppression of crimes and l)etter detection. Now, Sir, with 
more and more facilities afforded by train services and impro\ed motor- 
able roads and with a much largt*r staff 

(At this stage the total time allotted to tlie head “2b — Ihdice” 
having been rea<*hed, the member had to resume })is seat.) 

The motion of Babu Satish ('handra Kay (’howdhury was then put 
and lost. 

The main depiand that a s\im of Rs. 2,12,01,0(K1 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “20 — Police” was then put and agreed to. 


27— Ports and Pilotage. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, 1 l)€g to move that a sum of 
Rs. 3, ^,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “27 — Ports and 
Pilotage.” . 

Motions for re/lvcfion. 

Rai Bahadur dOGBSH CHANDRA SEN: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 3 , 60,000 under the head “27 — Ports and Pilotage” ber 
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reduced by E». 100 (during Ganga Sagoie mela the Chairman of the 
District Board of the 24-Pargana8 and his superior staff may be allowed 
to use a steam launch). 

Sir, I approach the Hon’ble Me!nl>er with a very modest request. 
The Ganga Sagore mela, which is referred to by me, here, is an all- 
India mela and hundreds of thousands of people attend it every year, 
coming from all parts of India. The place is situated just at the 
junction of the Ganges with the Bay of Bengal and just by the side of a 
big forest and far away from human habitation. Being situated in 
the district of the 24>Pargan.as, the entire managemerant of this mela , 
has been entrusted to the District Board of the 24-Pargauas, and I 
may say that the district Iroard is doing all that is required and is 
doing all that is necessary, from ship to anchor. That being so, as the 
district board is running the mela on behalf of the Government of 
Bengal, I think that the Government should render some help and 
assistance by issuing an order to accommodate the Chairman and the 
superior staff of the district Iroard in a launch in mela times. This 
is the only request I have to make to the Ilon’ble Member. 

The Htm’ble Sir ilOHN WOODHEAD: Sir, I am surprised that the 
Rai Bahadur has moved this cut motion. First of all, he makes an 
absolutely incorrect statement. He says that the entire management 
of the mela is carried on by the District Board of the 24-Parganas. 
That Sir, is not a fact, and the Rai Bahadur knows it as well as I do. 
For example, the Public Health Department render considerable 
assistiince. The Assistant Director of Public Health and the Engineer- 
ing vSiaff of the Public Health Department visit the mela and assist 
the district board. Secondly, although, we have in the past made 
every endeavour to supply a launch to transport the Chairman of the 
District Board and his staff to the mela, the Rai Bahadur has ignored 
that fact in his speech and has failed to acknowledge Avhat we have 
endeavoured to do in the past. This year, unfortunately, we were 
notable to supply a laiukch. We have only three laittiches in the pool 
at Calcutta. One was away with a high official of Government at 
Khulna, and only two were left. The Subdi visional Officer went in one 
of tliese two launches to the mela, and the Collectoi- of the 24-Parg<ana8 
suggested that the Chairman ami his staff should travel on that launch 
with the Subdivisional Officer. Unfortunately, the Chairman did not 
find it jwssible to travel in the same launch as the Subdivisional 
Ofiic 4 jr and had to proceed by other means. Sir, the insinuation made 
by the Rai Bahadur that we have made no endeavour to help" in the 
transport of himself and his officers is not correct. But in spite of his 
motion, we will in the future, as we have in the past, continue to 
endeavour to supply the Chairman of the District Board and his staff 
with a launch in which to travel to the mela. I oppose the motion, Sir. 
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M Bthadur 40CESH CHANDRA SEN: Sir, in view of the 
(gsunmce of the Hon’ble Member 

TIm Hon'bl* Sir JOHN WOOOHEAO: 1 itave no HBsuraace, Sir. 

I simply said that we would continue our practice to endeavour to 
supply a launch for the transport of the District Board Chairman and 
his staff. 

Mft PRESIDENT: Besides, Kui Bahadur, you cannot make a ca>u- 
ditional withdrawal. 

Rfti Bahadur JOCESH CHANDRA SEN: In any (use, Sir, 1 lieg 
leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Spoke in Bengali, the 
following being an English tiaiishitjon ol his speech; — 

Sii, I beg to move that the demand ol Ks. d,(it),()00 under the bead 
“27 — Poit^ and Pilotage” be reduced by Ks. 100 (for not allowing Sub- 
divisional (Oticei^, .sj)eciall\ ('ox’s Bazar, ('bittugong Sadar B. Division, 
and othei sea side aieas, to use steam launches while going out on duty 
like otlier officers). 

The Hon’ble the Finance Member has moved his demand for the 
giant ot Ks. .‘{,00, 000 toi‘ expendituie under the head ‘‘Polls and Pilot- 
age’^ J beg to biing this motion in order that all the launches ke])t in 
different t^rns might la* employed to g(H>d advantage. 

In the districts and subdivisions \ihich are situated near the sea and 
where livers form the principal means of communications, motor and 
steam launches are not allowed for use to the Subdivisional Uffieers and 
the Chairmen of the distiret hoards. (Villeetors, Additional Collectors, 
Superintendents of l^olice. Additional Superintendents of J'oliee, Forest 
Officers and Dejmty Superintendents ot Police only use those lauur lies. 
A Subdivisional Oltieer, even if he belongs to the Indian Civil Service, 
is not allowed the privilege of using them. Yet it is the Subdivisional 
Officers through whom Government get a large portion ot work done. 
In Bengal the cost of maintaining these laurn bes is met trom the 
revenue and other incomes. As the lepresenlative ot a district the 
Chairman of the district board is not allowed the use of these iauncdies, 
but Dak Bungalow's, constructed at the cost of district boards, are used 
by all classes of Officers of Government. 

I, therefore, move that Subdivisional Otiicei-s and the Chainiian of 
the district boards W incduded among those who are entitled to the use 
of the motor and steam launches. 

TiM HOfl’ble fir JOHN WOOOHEADs Sir, I do not understand 
the Haji Sahib reference to the District Board Chairman, because his 
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motion, as rt is worded, refers to ''Subdivisional Officers’* only. 
Therefore, Sir, I propose to ignore his reference to the District Boar^ 
Chairman. Sir, launches are limited in number and they are 
expensive things to build and run. If we were to give every officer 
of Government the right to requisition a launch, we should have to 
increase our fleet considerably, and I have no doubt that many members 
of this Council would immediately object to the large increase in 
expenditure involved. [Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu : Unless you 
give a launch to each one of us. (liaughter.)] So, we accordingly 
restrict the list of officers who have the right to requisition a launch, 
and the Subdivisional Officer of Cox’s Bazar, and also the Subdivi- 
sional Officer of Chittagong Smlar B Division — I suppose that is the 
southern part of the subdivision, the area from which the Haji Sahib 
comes — have not been entered in that list. 

Sir, so far as my experience goes^— 1 was Collector of Chittagong 
almost before the Haji Sahib can remember — a launch is not absolutely 
essential for touring in Cox’s Bazar and the southern part of the Sadar 
subdivision of Chittagong. In fact, I travelled over the greater part 
of that area without using a launch. Indeed, Sir, if small launches 
are used in certain parts, we run the risk of losing the launch and 
the Subdivisional Officers at the same time I (liuughter.) 

F(>r instance, if the Subdivisional Officer of Cox’s Bazar attempts 
to go to the Naaf river except in very calm weather, he will never come 
back aga'ii. But w'e can and* we do allow officers not on the list to use 
launches, for the rules {)ennit of a launch being supplied to an officer 
who is not on the list, if (lovernimmt consider it necessai'y that he 
should in the interest of his work travel by launch. Our rules there- 
fore permit of a launch being used by the SulKlivisional Officers in 
Chittagong, if it is abosolutely essential in the interest of their work. 
I oj)pose the motion. 

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The original demand was put and agreed to. 


30— Scientific Departments. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOOOHEAD: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, I l)eg to move that a sum of Its. 26,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “30 — Scientific Depart- 
ments.” 

Motion for reduction, 

Rai Bahadur SATYA KINKAR SAHANA: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 25,800 under the head “30 — Scientific Departments — 
A — Donations to the Scientific Societies” be reduced by Rs. 100, Sir, I 
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move this motion only to bring to the notice of Government one aspect 
of Indian humanity which deserves more attention than it has hitherto 
received. W« all know tliat all the different communities existing in 
India — the Hindus, the Muhammadans, the Jains, the Parsees — have a 
past historv’ to look back upon and have got a culture of their own and 
in that (*ulture everyone has got one marked discriminating feature. 
Sir, intelligent foreigners are impressed with the spirituality of Indian 
society. This spirituality starves as an anchor to pi-event the ship of 
Indian society from imshing into dangerous water. Because people in 
the rural areas stick like limpets to spirituality, the new movements, 
Communism, Bolshevism, Socialism and other “isms” cniinot take root 
in our soil. If that spirituality evaporates from this country, 1 think 
India or Indian humanity will be converted into at least a miniature 
European society and great discontent will prevail. And it there be 
discontent amongst the 350 millions of people, 1 think that will be a 
sight for tile gods to see, but we cannot but shudder even t(» think of 
vhe terrible sight. Therefore, it is essential that (tovernment should do 
all to keej) us in touch with our ancient past and should not create 
a lupture between our past and the present. 

Sir, our ancient lxM>ks ait* so rare that 1 searched for a good edi- 
tion of the Mahabharata for ten years in every part of Bengal and even 
in Bombay, but I could not find out any. The other day 1 tried to 
find one entire Bible, but failed. Only the New Testament and a few 
books of the Old Testament apiH’rtaining to the New’ Testament are 
published in Calcutta. Twelve months ago 1 went from door to d(H)r 
lo every bookshoj) in Colleg-e S([uaro for a copy of the Bengalee trans- 
lation of Fardousi’s Shahanama, hut I could not get it anywhere. A 
shoj) calling itself the Muhummadan J^uhlishing Society assured me 
that the lK)ok will lie published in another twelve months or twelve 
years. This deplorabh' condition ol our ancient books show’s that 
Goveinment is bent upon cieating a rupture witli our past. Not only 
Government do not do anything themselves, but they do not help those 
people who try to publish or print sm-h rare Inxiks. Gne Mahumahy- 
padhyaya Ifaridas Siddhantavagis is jiublishing an excellent edition of 
Ihe Mahabharata. It is an unique edition which was praised by Dr. 
Riibindranath Tagore and other erudite s< holars, but ht‘ has not Iweii 
able to push on with its publication for want of funds. He applied to 
Government for funds and tried to move throug’b the ^(uhir door and 
the khirkee door into the frovernment (laptarkhand , but he has not got 
a single fartffing. Only 7 sets of his books have been jmrebased by 
Government 3 or 4 years ago, and be gets Rs. 7 per mensem w’bich 
comes to Rs. 84 a year. It is a grand sum to spend to bel]> such 
erudite scholars 

(At this stage the time-limit for *‘30 — Scientific Dei>artments'' 
expired, and the member had to resume his seat.) 
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The motion of Rai Bahadur Satya Kinkar Sahana was put and lost. 
The original demand was then put and agreed to. 


31->Eclucatioii (ReiservecI). 

Th# Honnillt Sir JOHN WOODHEAD; On the recommendation of 
Hie Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Bs. 10, 05 ,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “31 — Education — 
(Beserved).’’ 

Motion for rednction. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: I beg to move that the demand of 
Ks. 10,65,000 under the head “31 — F/ducatiou (Ueserved)” be reduced 
by Its. 100 (grant for European s(‘h<M)ls in relation to the 10 per cent, 
cut and the average promised for the liiture). 

All impression prevails, not unjustified by fads and figures, that 
European Education is at least one-tenth as im}>ortant as its big 
brother, Indian Education. But the figures show that we get each year 
much less than one-tenth of the time given to Transferred Iklucation, 
and this for Reserved IMucation w'hich is a wider thing than European 
Education. In the few minut'es at my dis]>osal, T cannot set out any 
argument, much less elaborate them, and 1 must content myself with 
observing that the scIumiIs have been badly hit by the 10 per cent, cut 
that has been im[X)sed u|X)n all public ex]>enditure, and that they are 
gratified by the constitutional assuiance giv(*n that under the new c*on- 
ditions, as soon as finam^es permit, they will receive at least a minimum 
grant that will be a little in excess of what tlK\\ have been accustome<l 
to get — the 10 i>er cent, cut has hit all cla.sses of schools, and mori^ so 
the ]X)orer schools which are largely charity schools. It has meant 
that there are practically no grants ft)r the maintenance of buildings, 
for the construction of new buildings, the jmrchase of furniture and 
other things that these |)oorer schools look to their Govemment grants 
for. It is easy to say that schools should cut their coats according 
to their cloth. All sclumls have done it. All schools, European and 
Indian, have felt the pinch. But with the Churches’ traditions about 
education (they are responsible for most of the Eurojiean schools) and 
with European traditions about education, it was quite impossible to 
meet the situation, by the easy method of dismissing the poor children 
who cost money and bring nothing in. Neither Europeans nor Indians 
who have a decent conception of education would suggest such a 
solution of the difficult problem. 

I have said that most of the European education is provided by 
the Churches. I believe they provide about 40 of the 60 odd schools 
in the province. Next come the Bailways, They provide a fair 
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number. In saying this, I have no i:^eution to try to persuade the 
House that the Railway administration ai*e religious bodies in disguise, 
or even semi-religious bodies. But it is of interest to know that they 
come next to the Churches in this inii)ortant work. 

I ha.ve nothing further to say except this, that the Euroj>ean schools 
will be very grateful if the imjirovement that has been proiuise<l them 
can be mad© as §oon as possible; and for the rest 1 should say that 
with improved relations between the Euroi)ean schools and the Indian 
community, with improved relations Indw'een European schools and 
^the University, with the constitutional promise that better times are 
coming, with a sympathetic Sir John Woodhead in charge (d the 
portfolio, and with Mr. Wollenden as their comiietont and devoted 
Inspector of Schools, the European schools after many yenrs of diffi- 
culty, face the present and future wdth some confidence and considerable 
determination. They have not been so overwhelineil by their difficulties 
as to loss hope, and they have noted year after year symjxithy in this 
Council for their distress. 

Mfi CHARLES GRIFFITHS: Mr. President, Sir, 1 rise to support 
what has already been pointed out by our hon’ble friend Mr. Words- 
w'orth, who has emphasised the urgent need for the restoration of the 
10 per cent, cut for the reason that it has affected all schools, but jmr- 
ticularly the poorest, in wffiich category I have little doubt it wdll lie 
found that Anglo-Indian schools make up the majority. Besides there 
are the Darjeeling and (ffiittagong Hill Tracts and the Industrial 
and Reformatory Schools, to be provided for. 

The position of my community, .so far as it is affected by the further 
impo.sition of this burden, has indeed become ino.st acute, siiuee/.ed out 
as we have been from the sersiciNs with poverty and distress facing us 
from all quarters; the existing higher fees which are lint a corollary 
to the cut, have particularly placed education beyond the reach of 
most of us, and if the pre.sent jxdicy continues it would uot l>e a matter 
of surprise if my people were eventually forced int<j a depre.sswl class. 
— w We hear so much of educational progress in this country that on(? 
cannot help quoting w’hat appeared recently in the St/ifesman : — 

“Communities which scarcely ever recordefl pupils al)OV6 the pri- 
mary stage now have considerable repre.sentation at the University 
stage. Untoiichability has l)een definitely eradicated in several prf>- 
vincp.s in so far as the schools are concerned and the progress of educa- 
tion among the depressed clas.s has been considerable. Women’s 
education has spread with remarkable rapidity and the ediicationnlly- 
backward communities among women, such as Moslem women, have 
shown immense improvement.” 

But what has happened to the Anglo-Indian in this progress? He 
has been displaced and sacrificed for other Indian communities. 
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While the nMieses have been rai«e4 up, the Anglo-Indian has been 
biought down. Does not the position held by the Anglo-Indian conof 
munity reflect uf^n the justice and duty of the paramount power and 
was it not Ix>rd Canning who opined that if neglected the Anglo- 
Indian community would become a class dangerous to the State and a 
glaring reproaeh to the Government, whereas if cared for betimes it 
would be a source of usefulness to India in spite of the advice of Ix)rd 
Valentia, in a re]X)rt submitted as far back as 1806 who, fearing our 
increasing numbers, considered us a menace to be eiadicated — might I 
add like the Lilac* Devil whose fate we recently disposed of. 

Statisticis show that Eurojjeans and Anglo-Indians pay 69 per cent, 
of the cost of their education, while Indians bear only 81 per cent., 
therefore, an uniform 10 ]>er cent, cut made both in the lleserved 
section and in the Transferred section of Education under the Irwin 
Committee’s recommendation cannot be fair. 

^*lPurther, since Anglo-Indian and European School Education is 
claimed as a reserved subject by (lovernmenl, various cuts under this 
cloak have been ma(l(‘ from time to time, but there is not a single 
^^instance where a Governor has restored a cut through the instiuiment 
of certification. IFow will this affect the average ])romised for the 
future? 

Our 67 schools have been built at the cost of several million ix)unds 
from (xdlections made by Church and Missionarv organisations, Rail- 
ways and from endowments rec(*ived from benetactois none of whom 
were Indians. Government is directly res}K)nsibl(* only for three 
institutions, all Jit Kurseong. 

To efficiently maintain our institutions in liengal the annual cost 
is now over 87 J lakhs of rupees and the grant is just a little over lOi 
lakhs, leaving us to find the balance, viz., 27 lakhs. Assuming that 
by enhamed school fees a little over 50 j)er cent, of this amount is 
realised, the remainder is got from our endowment funds. 

But to-day we are to make jwovisiim for the admission of 25 j)er 
cent, of non-Europeans into our schools niid only 15 jx»r cent, are to 
he shown on the register for the purjx)se of maintenance grant 
calculated on attendance. 

Surely to educate the 25 per cent, of non-Europeaiis, at present 
2^667 pupils out of a total of 11,858 it is necessary to utilise a quarter 
of the Government grant and a quarter of our endowment funds, and 
if we were to debit the latter sum against the former it will be seen 
bow little we do get from Government in the wt\y of grants. 

Our schools are popular with the Indians and are well patronised 
by them. The official report prepared by the Government of India 
on Education, 1933-34, states that during the last eight yeArs the 
number of Indian scholars increa.sed by nearly 5,000 and the increase 





ujujxLJxmjo r\jja> vrxv/ii^xo. 


«f M. 


is mAUitaTned as the report forf the year under review states that the 
dncreas# was by 662, whereas there was a decrease 108 Europeans 
and Ajttglo-Indians. 

This undoubtedly points to the aflBuence of the Indians and of the 
poverty of the Anglo-Indians. The administration of the country is 
now in the joint-hands of the Europeans and educated Indians; most 
of the lucrative appointments are held by them and to them the higher 
school fees are no deten’ent. Does it not appear that we will so<m l)e 
sctueezed out of our best schools:' It is to Iw* hoj>ed that in Bengal 
. where we find an attem}>t is being made all round to improve the 
position of the Muslims, the Anglo-Indians will not be overlooked. ^ 

Sir, the whole economic life and pros|H‘rity of a <‘ommunity depend^^ 
upon its members being provided with a sound education. I therefore 
earnestly api^eal that you will restore the 10 jH‘r cent, cut to our 
schools, and I further beg to suggest here that a teachers’ tmiiffbg 
college for men like the one at Ghoragali should be oinmed in Beugal. 

(Here the time allotted for the discussion of the subject wa.s 
re.acbed.) 

Mr. W, C. WORDSWORTH: I beg leave to withdraw m\ motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The motion tlnO a sum ot Its. 10,()»),00tl be granttsl lor expenditure 
under the hea<l ‘^‘11 — Education (Iteserved)’ was then )>ut and agreed 
to. 


31 — Education (Transferred). 

Tlie Hen’We Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: On the recom- 
mendation of Hi.s Excellency the (jovernor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 1,10,47,006 be granted for exiHUuliture under the head “111 — 
Educiitioii (Translerred 

Univemty. It will be remembered that at the time when the finan- 
cial arrangements were arrived at l)etween the Tni^'ersjty and (iovern- 
ment, Government were in extreme financial difficulties. In apite of 
this, Government were anxious to assist the T'niversity to meet itj 
commitments and to balance its Budget and after much examination 
and discus.sion a financial settlement was arnved at governing the grant 
to be made by Government to the University. At that time the Univer- 
sity was faced with a deficit which would have crippled it.s activities, 
and the object of the grant was to eiiaide the University to carry rm 
those activities and to maintain a balanced Budget. The income of 
the fee fund wa.s in the opinion of Government underestimated by the 
University, while the University insi.sted that their e.stimate was correct. 
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Because the University was unwilling tp accept Government’s estimatOj 
it was mutually agreed to accept the University figure on the condi* 
tion that if there was an increase in income t)f tl^e fee fund, half suci 
increase would be credited to the University and half to Government, 
‘ As a corollary to this, Government further agreed that if the income 
from the fee fund should pi'ove to be less than 11 *72 lakhs in any year, 
Government would in normal times be prepared to consider on iit 
merits an application for a contribution towards the deficit. It is thus 
perfectly clear that if the income went above the estimate, Government 
would reduce its giant by half of the excess. To-day the position is 
changed and while the University is in a much better financial position. 
Government is still faced with a deficit. Hence, it is not jiossible for 
Government to undertake a revision of tlie financial arrangements 
aiTived at in lfl32. The University now contends that increased fee 
income involves increased expenditure and, therefore, the amount of 
that expenditure should be taken into account. On the face of it, this 
extra expenditure must have been taken into consideration, or at least 
it must have been understood by implication that half of the increased 
income which is being given to the University over and al)ove the 
budgetary iM)siti()n as it stoinl at the time would not only more than 
compensate the University for any additional expenditure, but would 
go to a certain extiuit to augment the res«)urces of the University in 
its furthei' developnuMit. Further, it cannot be said that it was not 
known to the University that the* text-books then published by the 
TJniversity would be the only text-books published in the future, and as 
such it is difficult to hold that any additional book newly published is 
“a new measure” (*n titling the Univeisity to g(‘t ciedit for the entire 
additional incoim*. At the same time Government, in spite of their pre- 
sent financial position, are anxious, as they have always been, to assist 
the University in every i>ossible manner in its develojuntmt, and while 
Government do not for a moment accept that the University are entitled, 
on the terms of the settlement, to any additional assistance on these 
items. Government are jmepared to examine the fjuestion of these 
increase<l receipts and would l>e prei>ared not to staml on the strict 
terms of the financial aiTangements of U>d2. The matter will, there- 
fore, be examined with a view to determining whether it would J)e 
reasonable to take into ac(‘ount these two items, thereby enabling the 
University to obtain a larger grant than would otherwise be the case. 
At the same time, there is the pending question of the establishment 
of a Board of Secondary Edinatioii. Both the Universitj’' and the 
Government are agreed on principle that a Secondary Board should be 
established as early as possible. After finishing the above examina- 
tion, Government algo propose to take up the question of the Secondary 
Board and its financial implications, and if it is decided to proceed 
further with the question of the formation of a Secondary Board, Gov- 
ernment will certainly take all steps to give the University of Calcutta 



puck Bubvention as may be required to carry on its present work with- 
out any financial embaiTassment. While Government are not, there- 
fore, in a position to revise the terms of the financial settlement, they 
will examine the contentions of the Uiuversity ns regards the inter- 
pretation of the present settlement and will also take up the question 
of the formation of the Setondary Board on the lines outlined above. 

Service rules . — The question of revising the rules of the Bengal 
Senior Education Service and the Bengal Education Service has been 
under the special consideration of Government for some time past. 

. The present Bengal Educational Service Buies are extremely unsatis- 
factory owing to their comidexity and ambiguity. (Vuisiderable diffi- 
culty was felt under these rules in giving effect to the intentions of 
Government to secure a minimum percentage of Muslim.s' in the Educa- 
tional Serv’ices. Under the present rules the number of Muslims in 
these serA'ices has not within the last 10 \ears ap])reciably iui’reased. 
Yet the Ministry of Education and the department have been subjected 
to the very few Muslim a]>])ointmen(s that have actually been made. 
Indeed, it is now quite rare to ha\e a Muslim appointed, however 
qualified he may be, without ta(‘ing .some unreasonable criticism in 
certain sections of the Press. 

The statistics of Service.s, excduding |K)sts necesHS»ril\ <’ommunal 
in character, up to the dlst August, Uldo, .show that wh(*reas in the 
higher collegiate appointments there were 1(11 jKcsts with ont‘ Muslim 
on the 1st of September, in 111*15 out of 1)4 ]H)sts only 5 were held 

by Muslims. That is, in other words, out of ‘J1 vacancies 17 went to 
non-Muslims and only 4 to Muslims during this period of 10 years. 
In the inspecting posts in th(‘ Bengal E<lueational Ser\'ice other than 
tho.se of Divisional Tnsptu tor.s, there were in 1020, 10 Muslims out of 
4! officers. In 1055 there n?*e still only 10 otit of 50 officers. In the 
meantime, there were IS vacancies, of which 15 went to non-Muslims 
and only 5 to Muslim^. In the grad(‘s <>f IleadmastcMs of schofds and 
training scIuhjIs there were 5 Muslims out of 40 offir-ers in 1025 and 
^ there are only 15 Muslims out of 40 officer.s in 1055. 

In the Subordinate Collegiate Services there were 4 Muslims out 
of 60 ( flicers in 1020 and only 0 Muslims out of 81 oftieers in 1936. 
Out of 49 vacaneie.s only 9 went to Miislimv and 40 to non-Muslims. 
In the grades of Assistant Headmaster^ there were 0 Muslims out of 
46 officers in 1020 and in 1055 there are only 15 Moslems out of 47 
officers. These figures quite clearly explain the present iiosition of 
Muslim.s in the Education Services. 

Government have, therefore, taken .steps to revise the present Service 
Buies with a view to remove the complexities and ambiguities and to 
secure a fair percentage of Muslims in the Bengal Senior Education 
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-Service and the Bengal Educational Service. We have still to deal 
with the problem of the lower collegiate appointments (the Subordinate^ 
Education Service) where the position is still most unsatisfactory. 

In promulgating these rules and in any steps they may take to 
ensure a minimum percentage of Muslims, Government wish to empha- 
sise that they do not intend to appoint any Mussalman who is noi 
fully qualified and competent in every way. As long as, however, 
qualified and even highly ([ualified Mussalmans are available, who do 
not get fair opportunities to enter careers in the Educational Services, 
Government must adhere to the principle of a minimum percentage 
of fully qualified Muslims to w'ork up to. 

** E.rtensio7i lectures . — With effect from next year, Government pro- 
pose to introduce a system of college extension lectures with a view 
to improve the work of mufassal colleges in Bengal. Distinguished 
Professors of Government colleges in Calcutta or outside will be deputed 
for brief periods to other colleges — Government aided and unaided — 
and will deliver a course of lectures in every term and more specially 
in “slack” seasons. In addition, distinguished educationists, econo- 
mists, journalists, scientists and others — Government officials and non- 
officials — will Ih* invited to give public addresses in mufassal colleges 
and I am glad to say that Dr. W. S. Uniuliart, Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, 
Lieutenant-Colonel E. N. Chopra, c.i.E., i.M.s., Dr. T. Ahmed, m.b. 
(Cal.), d.o.m.s. (Lo.nd.), f.u.c’.s. (Edin.C liai Bahadur K. N. Mitra, 
Dr. /uhair Siddique, Dr. Bainiprasad. Professor J. X. Mukharji and 
others have kindly consented to give such addresses in the coming year. 

Side by side with this. Government wish to introduce a scheme of 
adult education in village.-^ through the sui>-inspectorate staff. It is 
proposed that while out on tour they will address villagers on topics 
of educational value. In addition, it is proposed to select a few 
districts and apjioiut a few special officers — without in any way increas- 
ing our present staff — with a view to organise and develop extra-curri- 
cular activities, general knowledge, village health and village social 
uplift, mass physical training, games and sports, excursions, with a 
view generally to widen the outlook and improve the educational atmos-.^ 
phere wdthin and without the schools. It is also projiosed to seek 
the assistants of the Co-operative Department with a view to organise 
co-operative societies bu* colleges and schools, for sale and purchase 
of their requirements, to be run as students’ orgranisations. 

Training schools . — Amalgamation of the two first grade training 
schools in Calcutta and Hooghly. 

There are two first grade training schools in Western Bengal. 
They have a three-year course each as opposed to a two-year course 
followed in similar institutions in Eastern Bengal. It has been decided 
to bring the Western Bengal institutions — at Calcutta and at Hooghly 
• — into line with the Eastern Bengal schools. Moreover, it was found 



1936.1 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


376 


that the school at Calcutta was being run at an enormous cost; and 
that by amalgamating with the one at Hooghly, large savings could 
be effected. It is, therefore, proposed to combine these two institutions 
and to utilise the resultant savings for the purpos<i>^ of hnanciiig a 
scheme fqr the training of all new primary school inspectorate the 
details of jrhich *are being examined by a Special Officer. 

Trained teachers . — The question of taking steps to increase the 
supply of trained teachers for secondary schools in Bengal has been 
for some time past engaging the very careful attention of Government. 
There are at present only two Government training colleges in Bengal 
and recently one or two j)rivate collegt^s have started B. T. Classes 
and the University have also made arrangements for training teiM'hers. 
This is admittedly still inadecjuate, but until titiamhtl conditions 
improve, it is not possible either to start other (‘(dleges or to subsidize 
private collegers for the in(“ej)tion of training classes. The best way 
in the circumstances to train tlie existing untrained graduate teachers 
is to create for them an atmosjihtTe for stmly and professional practice 
in certain ajiproved scbmils, with an ade(|uate sup])ly of liooks on the 
history, theory and art of teaching, novernment, therefore, propose 
with the co-operation of the University in the course of the coming 
year to give effect to a scheme on tlu'.se lines. For the pri'sent it will 
be on an exjiprimental basis and confined to 50 non-Government selected 
schools — 25 in tlie first year and 25 in the second year. Teachers in 
thes(‘ schools will study books on education under the sujiervision of 
Headmasters or Assistant Headmasters and will practice the art of 
teaching in their own scliools. The Principals of training colleges, if 
possible, with their staff ami the Divisional Inspector of Schools will 
specially supervise the work of the teachers under training in these 
selected s<*hools. The University has been addressed with a view to 
enable these sjiecially trained teachers to apjiear at the ordinary B. T. 
Examination on such conditions, if any, as the T^niversity may decide 
in this connection. 

Educationdlhf-harlnrard classes — Members repiesenting the schedul- 
ed castes have tabled certain motions regarding the educational interests 
of their people. The other day the member from Kangpur made a 
complaint about the provision of primary education for his community. 
I do not for a moment contend that the provision for primary educa- 
tion is satisfactorx^ to-day. As a matter of fact, Government in their 
resolution of July last published a full review of the present condition 
of primary’ education. But the grievance is general and is applicable 
throughout The province and not specially to any particular caste and 
until either the Primarx’ Education Act is brought into force or more 
money is available for primary' education, nothing further can be done. 
I can assure the House that I am fully conscious of the needs of primary 
education. To encourage the spread of education among scheduled and 
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backward classes, apart from the general facilities open to all, there are 
special provisions for them. There are — ^ 

4 scholarships for graduates of Rs. 30 each ; 

6 scholarships of Rs. 15 each ; 

6 scholarships of Rs. 10 each ; 

40 scholarships of Rs. 4 each ; 

G6 scholarships of Rs. 3 each ; 

36 scholarships of Rs. 2 each ; 

in addition to special scludarsliips and stipends in the Ahsanullah 
School of Engineering, School of Arts and the Government Commer- 
cial Institute, These scholarships are available for one, two and even 
four years. There are provisions for sperial tree-studentships in schools 
and colleges, special grunls for education of backAvard and depressed 
classes and even special hostel ])rovision in some ])lace8. In the very 
t^wn where my friend (‘omes from there is a school hostel intended 
for his community, b\it unfortunately there is iiot a single student 
as a boarder there. This makes the problem of hostel accommodation 
extremely difficult. I ha\e parlicularly looked into the ([uesti 9 n of 
educational facilities for these communities, and I am fully satisfied 
that unless tin* roll stnmgth of the scheduled caste students 
in schools and colleges increases, nothing fuidher cun be done. 
Last year I made an emiuiry district bv district alxuit the 
position of the different castes and communities in resjiect of primary 
education. In the district of llangpur where my friend comes from 
21 2 per cent, of boys of scliool-going age from the Rajbansi com- 
munity are actually in jirimarv .scliocds. In the district of the 24- 
Parganas the iiercentage is 42-5 per cent, for certain backward classes 
and tribes; 33*1 per cent, of the boys of school-going age among 
N^asudras, Chamars, and Muebis in the district of Jessore; 55-3 
per cent, of Numasudras in Faridpur; 78-3 per cent, of Namasudras 
in Ikikiirganj ; 76 -3 per cent, of Namasudras, Chusbi Kaibartas and 
Mahisyas in Noakhali, 42-5 i)er cent, of Numasudias, Jalia KaibartST, 
Chaniars, Domes and Dhobis in rhittagong are actually in schools. 
The figures in uio.st other districts are also fairly satisfactory'. These 
goes to show that the present poliev of eueonraging educatign among 
dejiressed castes and backward classes lias l>een satisfactory. Unfor- 
tunately, mv friends are not doing anything with a view to inducing 
students to go up for higher education. Speaking of the advanced 
Hindu community, out of every 100 students joining the lowest primary 
class 24 per cent, go u]) to the end of the primary' stage and 1 *3 per 
cent, up to the degree stage. In the case of educationally-backward 
clai^ses out of every 1(X) Iroys joining the lowest primary class barely 
8 per cent, go up the end of the primary standard and at the end 
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of the degree stage the percentage dwindles down to *08 per cent. I 
. hope, therefore, that the attention of my friend will be focussed 
immediately on the problem of avoiding wastage amongst those who 
join the primary class. We must recognise that in the last few yeara 
Government, District Boards, Municipalities, Christian Missions, Hindu 
Missions, Harijan Utthan Society, the Society for the Improvement of 
Back|i[ard Classes, the Sussex Trust Fund, the Santhal School Board 
and many other organisations have Wn trying their level besVio 
speed up the cause of education among these communities. Siudolhts 
belonging to the backward classes are allowed free studentships up to- 
15 per cent, of their enrolment in Government and aided schools. Now 
I trust that instead of merely asking for more facilities, th(‘y will 
devote themselves seriously to the iin]>roveTnent of the quality of edu- 
cation and the o\it]mt of graduates and under-gradnates in their midst. 
They aie not very badly off in the matter of primary e<lucation. 
Figures for show that while 11 per cent of the total population 

of the advanced Hindu community is in schools, the l>ju*kw’ard com- 
munities contribute 7 -^ per cent, of their total population, the figure- 
for the Muslim community Wing 7 :7 per cent. But tliev are deficient 
at the higher stages. I am, therefore, seriously (billing their att(*ntioa 
to this aspect so that they may try their best to make up the ineijunlitie^ 
in the higher stages of education. At the same time, they must 
leinemher that special facilities can only he given n]> to a cert dan 
limit, and unless the community is ])repnred to help itself, no amount 
of Government aid ran fill up the gap. Speaking for myself, 1 am 
prepared to look into all cases of genuine grievances and try for their 
redress. But my friends must touch the core of the problem and not. 
merely look to the crust. 

Ritral drrelopmetit groitt. — Members of the lIou.se are aware that 
a sum of Rs. 2 lakhs was allotted to the Educntir)n Department out 
of the Rural Development grant. I am glad to inform the House that 
this has enabled us to helj> in organising libraries with furniture! and 
equipment in 108 villages, 80 play-grounds in villagcis, and f)lay- 
grounds with .sporting requisites in 151 high schools, middle English 
'schoeds and madrasahs, and 58 agricultural farms have been attached 
to schools. In addition girls’ schools have Ix^en assisted w'ith grants 
to the extent of alxuit Rs. 12,000, ])oy .s(*outs, brutachari, girl guides 
w'ith a ^unl R^. 20,000. There still remain a few .schemes 
that will be financed from this fund, particularly in the district of 
Jessore from which no scheme has yet been received. This fund has 
for the first time enabled us to start a scheme of village libraries and 
to send lo the villages Bengali Woks w^orth alxmt Rs. 22,000, and 
will, I trust, incidentally further the gnewth of a Bengali literature 
suitable for village people. Unfortunately, books which are suitable 
to the needs of an agricultural population and to the economy of village 
life are not many in the Bengali language, and I invite the attentioa 
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of all who are interested in the future of Bengali literature to devote 
attention to this important field of literary progress. 

Im/pTOvement of the standard and procedure of examinations in the 
Boaxrd of Intermediate and Secondary Education^ Dacca . — The affairs 
-of the Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education, Dacca, have 
been, for some time past, attracting the attention of the public ;)|report8 
-of leakage of question papers and various other allegations in regard 
to the method of examination of answer papers and allotment of marks 
liave appeared in the newspapers from time to time. Accordingly, 
"in the course of my tour, I paid a visit to the Board and made a 
thorough investigation of these allegations. It was found that though 
the alic3galioiis were for the most part without any foundation, there 
was nevertheless room for improvement in many directions. A sub- 
•committee of experts was appointed by the Board to go into the existing 
pro(;edure of examination of answer papers and allotment of marks 
with a view to suggesting measures for remedying defects, if any. 
The sub-coin imt tee have submitted their reixirt and (lovernment are 
awaiting the views of the Examination Committee and the Board. 

Sr levee schoJarsfn /hs and Mohxin Fund refund. — In spite of the 
present jirogress (d Mussulmans in education in general, there is at 
jiresent a very great need ot more Mussulmans joining tlie Medical, 
Engineering, Science and other specialised (ourses. Unfortunately, 
the nunilKU' of Muslims pursuing these lines of study is anything but 
satisfactory, (iovernment have, thereiore, under consideration the 
sjuestion us to what special steps can Ih‘ taken to encourage Mussulmans 
to join these specialised bran<h(‘s, and they will probably be able in 
the c »urse of the next year to take some definite stej)s in the matter. 
In the meantime, it is being proposed that out of the money available 
from tlic ^lohsin Fund a scholarship should bo created for foreign 
training in some scientific or specialised subject, (fovernment in that 
connection have also under consideration the question as to what steps 
can lx* taken to get a contribution or refund from the Mohsin stipen- 
diaries who are able and in a position to jiay, with a view to create 
a special fund. Government propose to take uj) the question at an 
early date, and I trust that with the help and co-operation of the 
Muslim public another special fund may l>e created to encourage Muslim 
education in the province. 

GirVs education. — Another important educational problem is the 
future of girls’ education in the province. More money is needed to 
lielp the improvement of the existing girls’ schools and to assist the 
inauguration of girls’ schools where they are needed. The eventual 
aim of the department is to secure the establishment of a good high 
English school for girls at each district headquarters and of a good 
middle English school for girls in each subdivisional headquarters. 
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A Board of Women’s Education will be appointed in the coming 
^nancial year to advise Government on its future policy regarding girls’ 
educatidn. The necessary’ money has been budgetted for the working 
of the Board. Government are seriously considering whether a Special 
Officer can be appointed to make a complete survey of the present 
condition and requirements of women’s education with a view to co- 
ordinating the financial assistance which will he recpiirwl in the 
province as a whole and securing the most efficient distribution of 
girls’ schools. 

EducatU>n resolution. — Memhei’s of the House are aware that last 
year Goveniment published a resolution reviewing its educational j>oli(’y 
and invited public opinion on vaiious aspe<*ls edu(‘ation in the 
province. Since then Government have made a survey of primary 
education in Bengal. It miglit interest the House to hear that though 
the numerical strength of ])riinarv schools is about (14, (HK), most of 
them are lower primary schools ami there arc not even !),()(K> villages 
8ui>plied with an u]>per primary school. It is only an u]>])er primary 
school which can se< uie elective liteia<*y for our boys and girls. Our 
survey further discloses that even the lower primaiy scluads, in spite 
of their many deficiencies (they have only as a rule one teacdier and 
a single class of a lew students), exist in 27,000 villages only. In 
contrast to this, the tentative scheme suggested by the de|>artment will 
if a< ( epte(l, mean that 16,000 villages will have uj)])er primary schools 
in pliKo of 9,000 villages and 32,000 villages will have lower primary 
schools instead of only 27,(HM1 villages, with this further advantage 
that each school will l)e udeipiately staffed afid properly run. The 
figures for each district were placed before the last (’Onfcrence of 
Chairmen of District Boards and a rescdutmn was unanimously j)asHed 
by them !c<]U<‘st nig Government to send (he figun's to their iivsjHif’tive 
districts so that they might reconsider the problem in their light. 

Meanw’hile, Government j)rojK»se immediately to ap{H)ini a committee 
to draft a suitable curriculum for inimury schools and muktalw and to 
recommend that in that curriculum suitable provision will be made 
for elementary religion> teadiing* in such schools as demand it. 
Government will eagerly wait foi its report and come to a decision 
after considering the recommendations re<*ei\ed. 

B — Members of the Hou.se are aw’are that a (himmissioner for 
Wakfs has just Wen appointed with a view to give effect to the Wakf 
Act, and I am glad to inform the House that all the provisions of the 
Wakfs Act have been brought into force from the 1st March, 1936. 
It is proposed to constitute the Wakf Board in the course of the next 
week and the Commissioner has already entered upon his duties. In 
spite of the fact that quite a large numln^r of wakfs have not yet 
been enrolled, it has been po.ssible to secure an enrolment of wakf 
properties having an aggregate annual income exceeding 51 lakhs. 
The necessary rules are under jireparation. 
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Patuakhali scheme . — The piesent policy of Government in making 
grants-in-aid to non -Government schools is that when an applicati 9 ii 
is received for aid, it is examined with reference to various depart- 
mental requirements. 

The procedure under wliich a grant-in-aid can be sanctioned only 
affoi' n school has been established on a firm and satisfactory footing, 
essentially disregards the claims of a locality where, due to poverty 
and backv ardiiess, the people do not either find it possible to establish 
a s(hfK)l on a salisfactorv footing, or if they do establish one, find it 
still more difficult to fulfil the conditions required by the grant-in- 
aid rules. 

The result of this has l)een that while in well-to-do and educa- 
tionally-advanced localities there has been a niultiplication of well- 
established school, the poor and backward localities have suffered foi 
want of a sufficient number of schools. 

On the initiative of Mr. Ishacpie, the Subdivisional Officer of 
Putuakhali ^district Bakarg-anj) which is considered by the Director 
of Public Instruction to lie '‘a refreshing exception to the prevailing 
conditions, and offers a splendid opportunity for real positive help 
from us in devising a school system which shall be free from the evils 
so evident elsewhere,” the Director of Public Instruction proposed to 
introduce a scheme of secondary* education in the subdivision of Patua- 
khali. Under this scheme, high English and middle English schools 
in the subdivision will be projmrtionatelv distnhuted throughout the 
subdivision in ac(‘ordance with the needs of each locality, and Gov- 
ernment grants will 1h* so regulated in that area as to be of the utmost 
benefit where they are most needed. 

The majority of the schools in the j)ro))osed system will lie “under- 
strength” for some time and will, therefore, reipiire fairly generous 
dejujrtmental jiid (in some <*ases at least in contravention of the rules) 
until they are firmly established. It is ])roposed to allow them a period 
of r» years within which to come u]> to the mark. At the end of this 
period a fresh survey is proposed to be made of the needs of the sub- 
division. 

The scheme is now being considered and it is hoped that in the 
c^)ming year it will l>e possible t«> take some effective steps. 

With a view to d< inonstrating to tea<‘hers throughout the province 
as to how the> should tackle, in the fittest manner, the problem of 
education, an Education Week and an Education Exhibition in that 
connection were held in Uabuitta, under the patronage of His Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal, from the 31st January to the 8th Februaiy% 
193(>. One delegate from ea<h s(‘hool in Bengal — Government aided 
and |pui-aided — was invited to participate in tlie function on payment 
of a small delegation fee; the Committee met all their travelling 
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expenses, and the expenses for tlieir food tnd board for 11 days, of all 
dny travel b\ tiinnway and ol excursions to all places of interest in 
Calcutta and its neighbourhood. 

The scheme among othei> included (u) the invitation of prominent 
educationists and public men of the provim'e and outside to deliver 
special lectures and addresses, and to preside at symposia on various 
subiccis, (f,) the holding of sports, j)hysical displays and excursjons. etc. 
This Exhibition, in the opinion of all (pialified to .s[>calv, was an un- 
qualified success and had great educational value. 

* There has been as an immediate etfect, a keen desire in Ihmgal to 
organise exhibition on similar lines amongst the l.SOO delegates who 
attended the Week to do their best to improve the «piality of education 
in their own .''cliools. It is in cotitemplation to have similar exhibitions 
and Weeks, if possible, (Uganised for primary selnxd teaehers in some 
districts next year. 

In conclusion, may I briefly enumerate some of the educational 
problems which have l>een dealt with in the last eighteen months. 
The long-i>ending revision ot the Matrieiilation Hegulations has been 
settled. The Constitution of tlie Bengal Senior Education Service has 
been finished, and we aie now in sight of the ees.sation of the numerous 
temporary aud officiating posts in the Phlueation Services. The 
Sakhawat Memorial Girls’ School has been provincialised. The scheme 
of the appointment of physical in.stnietors is in operation. A few 
scholarships for the commercial education of l>aekw'ard classes have 
been arranged. Sj>eeial gnants have Ih'cii made to the Girl (hiide, 
J’ratuchui'i and B(»y Scout niovemeuts and to many other institutioim 
and societies. The Education AVeek and Exliihititm have Iieen orga- 
nised. A tentative ludicy ot education has been trained and published 
with a view' to crystallising- jiuhlic opinion. Survey.s of secondary and 
primary schools and of education in cducationally-hackward ureas have 
been taken up and finished. Agricultural farms have been financed 
in many schools. A scheme for the extension of fiu-ilities for training 
teachers will soon lie in Gj)eration. Additional money has Ikhui provided 
for the Biss .scheme of primary education. We have tried to utilise 
fully the education jHirtion of the Rural Development grant. A new 
scheme of adult education, extension lectures for mufassal colleges 
by distinguished edurationists will, I hope, shortly be in operation. 
The House will also notice that several new schemes have been financed 
in the Budget of this year. We desire to start the organi.sation of 
physical training in our schools and the encouragement of a spirit 
of rural uplift and the training necessary to secure it. I have worked 
on the faith th^t, although much cannot he done without finance, still 
a great deal can be done in spite of it. Even though I have not been 
so fortunate’ as to secure more funds, I have endeavoured to better 
the conditions of our education within our means, to arouse enthusiasm 
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ju the dei)aHiaei'l and amdig aur teachers as well as to enlighten 
ihe general public as to the educational needs of to-day. 

Motions for reduction. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 3,76,376 under the head “31 A — Education (Transferred) — Calcutta 
University (Recurring)” be reduced by Rs. 100 (neglect of women’a 
primary and secondai'y education vis-a-vis University education.) 

Sir, we liave heard with great interest the fine speech just deli- 
vered by the Hon’ble Minister showing what he has been doing 
during this time for education, but 1 must say that I was much dis- 
appointed at the small extent of w’ork done in the direction of women’s 
education during this time. The object of my motion is to stress 
this most vital point. Sir, not even a montli ago, w’hile moving my 
resolution on womeirs primary education, I gave the facts in great 
detail. I do not propose to repeat them now, but at the same time, 
I want to point out the miserable progress made in women’s primary 
and secondary education during this time. The reason wdiy we are 
so backward is, I think, to a very large extent attributable to the 
fact that our women are illiterate. No real permanent progress in 
the scale of nations can be made unless we have education — at least 
literacy — amongst women. As we know, Sir, in Japan during the 
last 75 years they have ac(]uired 09 per cent, literacy, wliereas here 
from the year 1757 down to now, i.e., during the 178 years, our 
progress in education amongst men comes to only 15*5 per cent, of 
literacy, whereas tlie figure of literacy for women is only ^^*7 per 
cent. That, 1 submit. Sir, is a very ini.>erable progress, of which 
})oth the people and the (loverninent .should be ashamed. As I have 
said, Sir, 1 want to stress thi.s fact that we cannot advance, we can- 
not make , any progress, unless we have literacy amongst women. 
Then, again. Sir, I beg to call attention to the fact that far more 
attention and money have been devoted as regards primary and 
vsecondary education on the education of boys. I find from the figures 
for 1031-3‘J that the number of girls in primary schools W’as 426,259 
as compared with 15,00,000 boys. Then as regards schools, there are 
only 105 secondaiy schmds for girls as compared with 2,975 for boys. 
The total number of primary schools for boys is 43,718 as against 17,425 
schools for girls. 

Tben, Sir, the expenditure on primary schools for boys during 
1931-32 is stated to have been Rs. 66,95,818; for girls during the same 
period it was RvS.^ 14,27,000. Then, Sir, the total expenditure for 
secondary and primary education for girls was only Rs. 34 lakhs, 
whereas for boys it was over 1 crore and 90 thousaad rupees. All 
these figures prove bejx)nd doubt that girls’ education has been 
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neglected. I need not examine the reasons, l)ut the facts are there- 
and stare tis in the face. We cannot progress at all unless womem 
have attained a certain amount of literacy. No health propaganda,, 
no progress in sanitation, etc., can be made until women, who rule* 
the family, know the advantages of education. It must be admitted 
that more, and a great many more, women should receive education. 
We find, from the figures that a very small percentage of girls of 
school-going age do attend schools, and even that only for a very 
short time, so that they immediately lapse into illiteracy, and all the- 
energy and all the money are absolutely wasted,, bcause we cannot 
make them stick to the school for some time. So. our object should 
be to have a scheme to give the girls a four or five gears’ training, so 
that there may be pei*manent literacy. The system at present 
followed is absolutely futile — it is a sheer waste of time and waste of 
energy. 

If it is admitted tliat there should be more schools for women, 
then it follows that there should be more women teachers; so w^e 
should have a scheme for training moic and more women teachers 
and w'e should find out \Nhat materials are available in the matter of 
supply of women teachers. For all these reasons, I submit that there- 
should be a well-thought-out, comprehensive scheme for women’s educa- 
tion — primary and secondary. 

Wc all know that some years ago a committee was a])pointe<l for 
the purpose of enquiry iiit(» Muhammadan education, AVhy should 
there not be appointed such a committee for w'omen’s education also? 
Such a committee, if appointed, would he of benefit to the Hindus 
and the Muslims equally, and I suggest for the consideration of the 
Hon’ble Minister that, instead of an advisory committee which docs 
very little w^ork, there should be a committee lo gr» into, just as the 
Muhammadan Education (ommittee has done in the case of Moslem^ 
education, the question of women’s education, draw up a coinprtdien- 
sive scheme, and suggest ways and means. 1, tlierefore, would 
earnestly urge upon the Hon’ble Minister, whose .sympathy in the- 
cause of women’s education fs so well kn(»wii to consider my sugges- 
tion. 

(At this stag# the Couneil w’as adjounied for fifteen minutes.) 

(After Adjournment.) 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, I find a little 
difficulty in speaking on this motion having regard to the way in 
which it is w’ord^ in the Order Papen From the way in which the- 
object of this motion is described, I take it that it was intended that 
the neglect of women’s primary JOid! secondary educatioa vis^-vit* 
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Univereity education was ^omg to be talked of. ilr. S. M. Bose, 
however, did not do so. J^evertheless, I wish to make it clear that we, 
fcannot for one moment let it be understood that we think, that Gov- 
ernment have been treating women’s University education any too 
generously. The expenditure on women’s University education is 
not at all adequate to meet the demands of that type of education at 
the present day. No doubt, private agencies are doing a great deal 
in this direction. But so far as Government are concerned, apart 
from the grants-in-aid which are given to some colleges and the 
maintenance of the Bethune College, which, is practically all that 
they have done for the purpose of women’s collegiate education— ^the 
Bethune College has been maintained all along on a footing of in- 
feriority to all Government colleges for men — they have done very 
little in this direction. The stafP is not adequate, the facilities for 
studying the different subjects are anything but adequate, and it is - 
not surprising that hundreds of girls flock to other institutions for 
getting educated in branches of studies for which the Bethune College 
does not adequately provide. 

The number of girls in the Scottish Church College, for instance, 
or in the Vidyasagar College where larger facilities are available is a 
comment upon the inadequacy of the Bethune College. Government 
is not marching along with the requirements of the time, and I hope 
that the Hon’ble Minister in the course of the elaborate researches 
which he has chalked out himself will also consider the question . of 
provision of more adequate staff for the Bethune College which has 
been in the contemplation of Government, but has been kept back so 
long and not be frightened by the words within brackets in the 
motion, nor by the idea that 'there is a feeling in this House against 
the expansion of higher education of girls. There is no doubt that 
in the past secondary and primary education of women has been much 
neglected, and it is certainly up to Government and certainly up to 
everybody to see that an advance is made in this respect. Secondary 
education has been progressing very fast within the last few years. 
The urge for education owing to change in social ideas, change in 
economic environments and numerous other circumstances has been 
very great and a large number of girls have been going in for higher 
education in secondary schools and colleges. \^en the education 
movement for women was started, Government took up the work in 
a missionary spirit to force women’s education upon an unwilling 
people; for years after that Government maintained its expenditure 
on women’s education on that footing. But those days are past, and 
it is no longer the question of provision of facilities by Govemment"* 
and little advantage taken of those facilities by the people. Now it 
is a case of a demand for wider and better education and education 
over a wider range of subjects and Gtrirehiikent failed* to come 
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Up ib tba requiiements. I think the time ^has come for greater ex- 
pansion in the matter of secondary and primary education' of girls. 
It is ’Vpry encotraging to hear from the speech of the Hon'ble Minister 
that he presses to take up the question of women’s education, and 
I hopo'that it would he possible for him before his term of oflSce 
expires^ to take such steps as will advance the education of women in 
the primary and secondary stages. The present arrangements are 
hopelessly inadequate. 


a«bu SATiaH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: We are grate- 
ful to the Hon’ hie Minister for the vision which he has held before 
us to-day, the vision of illiteracy being removed from our midst, and 
that not in the very distant future. He has shown that the new life 
which is stirring in the country in the field of education has also 
stirred the Government, and they are thinking of a comprehensive 
scheme to drive out illiteracy from the land. We only wish that the 
Hon’ble Minister will pursue the course till within a definite space 
of time we emerge from the present state of our illiteracy to one of 
cent, per cent, literacy. 

Confining myself to the motion before us, regarding the primary 
and secondary education of girls, I think that calls for immediate 
attention. There is a hunger for e<Iucation among our womenfolk, 
and there is its unmistakable sign of evidence in the large number 
of admissions in the schools and colleges. The reason why we find 
the colleges are being filled more and more with girls, is that in the 
background there is also a keen desire in the country among our 
women to bring themselves up to the level of the male population in 
point of education. If, therefore, that hunger for education is not 
satisfied, I say everybody will have to regret hereafter for. There 
is also a keen desire in this country that the mother’s education 
should be paid special attention to, because after all it is the mother's 
education which matters most. In America and in some of the 
European countries, the teachers in the infant schools are mostly 
from the othep sex, and that probably is responsible for the effective 
result produced there. We have also our historical background in 
this country. Ancient India took pride in her cultured and literary 
women, and there are still outstanding female figures in our history, 
and they were no less outstanding in many respects than their male 
brethren of historic fame. As a matter of fact, we find that com- 
paratively speaking woman’s education is in a very deplorable state 
as primary and secondary education are concerned. If we 
(^«^re ourielves with Turkey, we find that in Turkey with a popu- 
lation of l,3j6 lakhs there are as many as two lakhs of girls in schools, 
not to speak of other countries where education began long long ago. 
This comparative study between these two countries will show that 
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we cannot afford to shelve this matter any longer. I would go even 
§0 far as to' say that, if necessary, you should better restrict the 
education of boys for some time and extend your operations by 
ofienns facilities for girls’ education without any delay. Boys’ 
education can take care of itself, because educated mothers will see 
to it anyhow to educate their children both males and females. In 
some districts, we find that there are high schools for girls at the 
headquarters stations, but in the mufassal areas, far from there 
being high schools, there is not even a middle English school in many 
of the subdivisional towns. Considering the attention which the 
Hon’ble Minister is bestowing on the subject, we hope that in the 
very near future this great drawback wdll cease to exist, and we hope 
to see in every village a girls’ school side by side with a school for 
male children ; we hope to see in every subdivisional headquarters 
one middle English school for the e<lucation of girls, and in every 
district headquarters a high school for tliein. If we are to drive out 
illiteracy from the land completely, we must attack from all points. 
There must be adult education; there must be education of the 
parents; and there must also be education of the ordinary workers 
and labourers. If that can lx* done, illiteracy can be successfully 
attacked and driven out of this land. So far as primary education is 
concerned, it is all the more necessary. It has become all the more 
necessary as we are face to face with a new constitution w’hich re- 
quires every citizen to be vigilant about the exercise of their fran- 
chise and about the sort of representative they are to send to the 
future Council. There cannot be a democratic form of Government 
successfully worked with rank illiteracy in the masses as it obtains 
in our country to-day. Therefore, 1 would particularly desire Gov- 
ernment and the Hon’ble Minister to folh»w plans which are being 
followed in other countries — a definite jilan as regards the period 
wdthin which illiteracy must be driven out. If there is such a plan, 
and if all the efforts of Government are directed towards that end, 
then lack of funds w’ill never be pleaded for inactivity. If there is 
a will, the way will certainly be found out to achieve the desired 
object. With these words. Sir. f wholeheartedly support the motion 
of my hon’ble friend. 


Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Mr. President. Sir, it must have 
been pleasing to those interested in the welfare of education to have 
listened to the speeches of the Hon’ble Minister and others on this 
motion. I said a few days ago that there were obvious sign^^^iu 
Bengal of a desire for an advance in girls’ education. My hon’ble 
friend opposite has put it more strongly. He has spoken of the 
present hunger. In the University, on the School Committee, we 
have evidence of this almost every week. The University has in the 
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past «et itself against co-education . Boys must be educated in boys* 
Mboob and girls must be educated in girls* schools. This attitude 
was possible so long as the demand for girls* education seemed to be 
small, but in present circumstances the rniversity is faced almost 
every week with the necessity of relaxing its condition, because there 
is this hunger for girls' education all over the province. And yet 
very few small towns can afford to maintain both a good boys’ school 
and a good girls’ school. And obviously we should not be helping 
the cause we have at heart if v^e compel a town or a locality by any 
hardness on our part to maintain very inadequate and unsatisfactory 
’arrangements for girls' scli(a)ls. What happens, therefore, is that 
the University can maintain its rule only by granting lavish excep- 
tion from it almost every week, and now all over Bengal there are 
girls studying in hoys’ .schools, but we still endeavour to maintain 
the separation, with very uncomfortable and, in my opinion, un- 
desirable consequences. Girls have to come to school at an early 
hour, do their work for three hour.s or so, and disappear before the 
boys ap])ear. Yet the teachers who teach them are the same teachers 
who later in the day teach the bo}^. This, I think, is undesirable 
for everyone. First of all, tla* teachers cannot be expected to do 
justice to their work if the\ luive to attend early in the morning for 
three hours or more, and then to a full day’s work with boys after- 
wards. And whether they are jmid extra for it or not — and 1 fear 
many are not so paid —we cannot expect entliusiasm and the efficiency 
in teaching in these untoward circumstances. Then, again, why 
should we force girls to go to school at such an improper liour as 
7 o’clock in the morning, when tliey cannot go properly j>repared, 
properly fed? Further, the wlnde body of attendant (‘ircumstunces 
must make these girls feel us if they were sometliing like a scheduled 
caste in Madras, as they liave to get out of the way before the 
superior beings appear. The Universit\ is aware of tlie ncH'essity of 
facing the situation, and I believe there is an intention of considering 
and rt*considering it.s attitude toward.s this problem right from the 
beginning. I do not stand here as an advocate of co-education or as 
an opponent of it. Tljere is plenty of it in the world. In my own 
lan<l, it is the practice in village schools, not the i)ractice for the 
most part in the towns tfiat ran afford maintain separate schools, 
but that I suspect is very largely due to convenience of administra- 
tion and not due to any social attitude. In Scotland, there is much 
more co-education than there is in England. T believe except for 
what we should call public schools it i> the accept wl practice in the 
country, and every Scotsman I know tells me at every possible 
opportunity that social health is a far better thing in Scotland than 
it is in my own country. There is, therefore, no reason why we 
should not consider what is a very serious problem — one that lies at 
the very root of our social welfare and social health. I understand 
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there is likely to be a committee soon to consider this matter. The 
tFniversity for its part is prepared to consider it, and I think if Goir- 
ernraent and the University and the public combine they might 
arrive not only at some satisfactory system of arrangement with re- 
gard to the furtherance of girls’ education, but also at a responsible 
answer to those questions that touch upon our social health in the 
relation of the sexes. We have been told, and we all know, that 
ideas are changing rapidly in Bengal, as they are the world over, and 
what might have seemed desirable in the past may seem much less 
desirable to-day. It would be an impertinence on my part to pretend 
to any authority in these matters, I speak with greats diffidence and 
hesitation about matters which are private to Indians, but we can- 
not go on much longer as we are. We have been told that there are 
over 1,000 secondary 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Wordsworth, we ordinarily rise at 7 and 
although it is five past 7, I can allow you three minutes more if you 
can finish your speech by that time, but no more. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Sir, I shall want more time than 
that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case, I must adjourn the Council 
now. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourne<l till 3 p.m. on Tuefiday, the 24th 
March, 193G, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 24th March, 1936, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. President (the H(»n’ble Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Hay 
Chowdhury, of Santosh) in the I'liair, the four Hon’ble MemlK^rs of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 89 nominated and 
elected members. 

BUDGET GRANTS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 

1936-37. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

31— Education (Transferred). 

Moittms for reduction. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Sir, I was snyinjf last evening 
that tiie probleni witii wliich we are faced is more than a problem of 
educational techniipie and organization. Jt is a matter of social 
health, llie Deiwrtinent of hMucation and the University having to 
rely on small resources to meet great demands must necessarily look 
at the problem in a j)artial way, but most of us who are freer and 
who have less responsibility can look at it very fully and, I hops, 
more satisfactorily. We must make a beginning by tr\'ing to get away 
from the difficulties that now entangle us, and a convenient beginning 
has been suggested in a committee to review^ the whole situation and 
make recommendations. That committee presumably w^ould be 
constituted of men and women who know* the problem from the educa- 
tional point of view and w'ho know the problem alsf) from the social 
point of view. 1 think something further is necessary. We talk of 
secondarr boards and other permanent institutions, and in my 
opinion the time has come when after we have put our house in 
order, we should have a j>ennuneDt standing committee of w’omen, 
some educationists and some non-educationists, who can be penna- 
nent advisors of the department, of the University, and of the schools. 
We cannot wait much longer. There is an excellent reason why we 
should begin on the work at once and that is, as we have been 
by other speakers, that the girls of Bengal are determined that more 
ahall be done for them than is being done now. Many of us in this 
(kmncil have daughters. I also am a man under authority who is told 
to do this and he does it, to go there and he goes; we who are so 
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circumstanced that, when the girls have decided that a thing ought 
to be done, it ia wise to surrender at once and so save time and 
trouble. 

In his admirable speech the Hon’ble Minister for Education has 
told us that he is prepared to surrender A.s a Member of the School 
(V)mmittee of the University I know that the University is prepared 
to resile from its position as soon as a scheme is put before it, and 
probably the Vice-Chancellor will soon tell us that be himself is ready 
to go as far on behalf of the University as the Hon’ble Minister for 
Educufion is prepared to go on behalf of the (jovernment. Therefore, 
if we, as members of the public, lend our weight to the project we can 
soon force them to surrender wholly and fully. Then w'e can consti- 
tute a policy that shall be a thoroughly definite, active and pro- 
gressive policy, and not merely a policy which is precariously made 
up of a series of exceptions from standing rules that are no longer 
workable. If, as we are told again and again, education is the 
aiinoiir and health of a modern civilised Stale, I do not think we can 
find any convincing argument why girls should not be given a reason- 
aide share of these. 

Many here are not aware that Bengal lias lost or looks like losing 
a great blessing. The Lord Bisliop of Calcutta has recently worked 
out a schema for the establishment of a girls’ college, not a college 
for Christian girls, but for all girls who wish to go there; be bad his 
stall' ready and a large part of that stall' would consist of members 
wdio are distinguished Univeisily women belonging to a religious 
order from England whose splendid work on the other side of India is 
well known. 1 reler to the Wantage Sisterhood. There would be 
no <liffi(rulty about the staff; there would, 1 believe, be very few 
difficulties about finance, because these women who are prepared to 
come in and work for this ccdlege would make it their life’s work in 
a missionary capacity. The Lord Bishop has the Governing Body 
ready, and all other things ready. But his scheme is based upon the 
exi»t*ctation that Hastings House would be jdaced at his disposal by 
the Government of India. I understand that the Viceroy blessed the 
scheme, nearly all Government officials blessed the scheme, the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal ble.ssed the .scheme, and the i)ublic, so far as they 
know of it, also blessed the scheme. But the Finance Department of 
the Government of India intervened with technicalities and found 
rea.son why Government of India property should not be handed over 
for merely provincial use. So, once more, the greater has been con- 
quered by the smaller; humanity has been overwhelmed by mere 
fonnality. It may be that the Lord Bishop lias not entirely given up 
all liope, but the women who were jirepared to devote their life to the 
service of the womanhood of Bengal cannot be expected to keep that 
offer open for ever. 
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SYAMAPR08AD MOOKEMEEs As my name has been 
me&tiODed and also for other reasons, I would crave the iudul^opeuce 
of the House to say a few words on the motion whicdi is now l>efore 
us. The mover may well conprratulate himself on having started a 
discussion affecting a matter which vitally concerns the welfare of 
the province. I am not aware of the .source from which he got the 
inspiration for moving this moti(»n, hut I am inclined to believe that 
the inspiration perhaps comes from the case of his own brilliant 
daughter who is an accomplislied graduate of our University, and has 
been awarded a special .scholarship at Oxford. Only recently we 
received a communication from Oxford that s(» able and remarkable 
have been her efforts that she has been given special exemptions and 
she may soon ex})ect to qualify herselt for a research degree at that 
ancient seat of learning. She is an example of what a Hengali girl 
may achieve, if she receives the ni‘ccssury facilities. ]ncidentall> , I 
congratulate Mr. Bose on the performances of his daughter. 

With regard to the qiiestion of girls education in this province. 
referen<*e has already been ma<le to the remarkable progress, the rapid 
progress, achieved during the last few years. 1 shall place a few 
figures before the House which will tell us what the problem really is 
to-da\ . I am taking the Matri<*ulat ion Examination in the ffrst 
instance, in lbd‘.i. the number of candidates for the Matriculation 
Examination was (i7(b In EKId. the number ro.se to 847 ; in 11184, the 
number went up to 1,H^‘^; last year it was l.otM), and this year at the 
examination which was finished onh a tew days ago. the number has 
gone up by a tew more hundreds. 

Sir, with regard to admission of g’irls to University Examinations, 
as perhaps many members of the House are iiMare, the University has 
all al(»ng folb)werl a policy of encouragement . It is remarkable that 
the regulations which had been framed nearly 80 years ag<» in lOOff 
after the passing of Lord Uurzon’s Universities Act it is remarkable 
how 80 years ago it was visualised that in order to give facilities in 
this direction it would be necessary for the University not to insist 
upon rigorous and rigid rules. What are the rules in regard to girls P 
It is open to a girl to appear at any examinati(»n as a private stmlent 
without attending an\' sch(»ol or college. Some conditions are of 
course imposed in rcsjtet t of scientific subjects. It is remaikable, 
Sir, that last year out of Uotltl can<lidates there were as many as 1)00 
who appeared as private students, not having read in any school. 
Perhaps some of the members of this House may' have read in the 
newspapers of one case where a mother appeared along with her son 
and daughter, her inspiration cfuning from the report of the school 
that her children were not proceeding with their studie.s properly. 
The mother came along and said: “I shall take up the challenge," 
and the remilt, I believe, was that the mother passed in the first divi- 
sion, the daughter in the second division and the boy failed! So far 
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as this year’s examination is concerned, which finished only last 
week, there was a report that at one centre a mother of six children 
appeared at the Matriculation Examination. 


Now, if we turn to the Intermediate Examination, we find that 
the number appearing at the examination is not so high as at the 
Matriculation. It was 214 in 19f32; 268 in 1933; 357 in 1934 and 
499 last year; still it has gone up by a hundred per cent, in the course 
of four years. If we turn to the higher examinations, we find that 
the number of female candidates has practically remained the same. 
Still, at the B. A. Plxamination there were as many as 5 candidates 
who were placed in the first class, and got medals, prizes and scholar- 
ships. Why is the proportion of candidates going up for the higher 
examinations smaller in relation to the lower examinations? As 
Mr. Wordsworth has said, it is not only an educational problem, but 
it is also a social problem. The position is that the average age for 
the Matriculation Examination is 16 or 17 years and that for the 
Intermediate Examination ItS or 19 years which is about the age when 
Bengali girls are married, (iuardiaus now feel that their girls should 
have some sort of education before they are married and settled down 
in life. Here comes the responsibility of the Tniversity and other 
education authorities. The (piestion is — Are we giving to our girls 

an education which, we think, will properly fit them for the work 

which lies before them? There is no (piestion that so far as boys^ 
education is concerned, the system retpiires overhauling in many 
respects. Let us not perpetuate the mistake of training our girls on 
the same pattern us is apjdicable to boys. We want to make our 

women fit for the work which is their own. It may be said that there 

is no representative of the other sex here. But I believe what we are 
saying is not only desirable in the interest of the female class as a 
class, but also desirable in the interest of the province as a whole. 
In this matter the University has not remained silent. The new 
Matriculation Regulations sanctioned by Government contemplate 
many revolutionary changes in many matters. So far as the girls are 
concerned, they will be ofl'ered definite alternative courses which will 
be in accordance with their s})ecial aptitude and will be found useful 
by them. It is a difficult and delicate problem. This is partly a 
question of sentiment, and many women representatives came before 
U8 and said that there must be no deliberate distinction made prevent- 
ing the girls from following the c(»urse of study open to boys. What 
we have done, and this has been accepted by the majority of women 
organisations as reasonable, is that although it will be open to girls 
to take up subjects which are open to boys, yet we shall offer them 
definite alternatives in some respects. The syllabuses have been 
framed in a way which will meet their special requiremente. 1 may 
inoidenlally refer to the reqent speech of our Bon'bie PreaideEt at Urn 
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Town Hall on the subject of Music and say that we have anticipated you, 
Sir. Music has been included as one of the subjects for the Matricula- 
lion Examination in the case of g^irls. We have prepared two syllabuses 
— one for Indian music and the other for European music— which have 
been prepared with the help of Mr. Wordsworth. I do not intend to go 
into further details to-day, but what I have said will prove the Univer- 
sity is fully alive to the needs of the situation. I would end by say- 
ing that there is no difference of opinion on this issue in ai»y circle. 
It is a matter regarding which there is unanimity of opinion on all 
sides. Fortunately for the province there is at least one matter on 
w’hich there is no general controversy though opinions may vary on 
details. The Education Department, the Government, the University 
and the public must combine and find out a new jmlicy in respect of 
women’s education for the purpo.se of giving effect to tlie wishes of 
the Hon'hle Minister, the wishes of the University and the wishes of 
other organisations which are interested in the welfare of female 
education in the province. 

The Hon’bie Khen Baheduf Ma AZIZUL HAQUEs I congratulate 
Mr. S. M. Bose on the initiative taken by him on the question of women's 
education. As has been said by Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee, the 
question is of such importance that he deserves congratulation from 
every one ot us for having afforded us an opportunity in this House 
of discussing this question from various angles of vision. At the 
very out. set, 1 can assure my friend, and all others who have taken 
part in the debate, that, personally, I am prepared to go, in regard 
to this question, so far as to identify myself with the University and 
others who think seriously about education. Personally, tor m\self, 
I can say that I have acquired firsthand knowledge about this j)rohlera 
of female education, as a result of my frequently going out to several 
districts. Wherever I have gone I was met witl» people urging for 
female education. And as a result of that I was ))urticularljv anxioue 
to provide, as far as it was possible to do in our present financial 
stress and strain, for the education of women in Bengal, and if my 
friends will look into the budget, they will find that I was not un- 
successful in my endeavours in that direction. For instance, it wa« 
brought to my notice that the necessity of a bus for the Barisal Sadar 
High School was a real one. When 1 went out to Barisal. I wae 
plegsed to visit the institution and was convinced that it <leserved 
aome support from Government. Accordingly, Sir, we have made 
• eome provision in the budget to enable the school to maintain a bus. 
Then, Sir, so far as the Victoria Institution is concerned, which is a 
women’s institution, run entirely by women professors and teachers, 
we are promise-bound to give something to it in the shape of capital 
expenditure. As a matter of fact, we had pUitsome money for this 
puipoee in the budget which subsequently, however, had to be 
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retrenched. Later on, however, in spite of our deflpit budget, we 
have been able to provide a sum of Rs. 20,000 to meet the needs of 
the Victoria Institution, and to place it ,011 a sound^Aooting. A hew 
institution has been started at Chittagong^ — a school in Nandan Eanan 
Garden — for which money has also been provided! Money has been 
provided for another institution as well — I meani* Anandomoyi School 
at Dacca. So far as Muhammadan girls’ schoole are concerned — and, 
incidentally, I may say that the Bethune College is not open to 
Muhammadan students, and we are faced with the problem as to 
whether we should have to go to a law court to come to a final solu- 
tion — we think the best course, for the time being, is to have an 
institution where Muhammadan girls will get suitable education, and 
we have tried to meet the needs of female education as far as we 
possibly can, in spite of our financial difficulties. Further, there 
should be a standing committee of women. The Advisory Board for 
Women’s Education is exactly an organization on that line which is 
meant to advise Government as to the line to be taken in future. 
There was a suggestion from Mr. Bose yesterday about liaving a com- 
mittee wliich will go round Bengal and recommend steps to be taken 
in regard to female education. As we are just now going to have a 
Board for Women’s Kducatiou. 1 ask whether it would be advisable 
to have another Board at this stage again. As soon as that Board is 
constituted — and I promise to go into that (juestion as soon as the 
budget session is over — 1 will be prepared to ])ut before the Board, 
on the recommendation of tlie Special Officer to be appointed, any 
suggestion made by the ])ublic, and if there is n genuine case, I shall 
consider the matter and pul it before (Jovernment as a whole. 
lVrs(/nall\ for myself, I feel that the best course for tbe time being 
is to leave the matter to the Advisory Board for Women’s Education, 
and if in the course of a few years something more is needed, I 
promise I shall not be backward in doing what is needed for women’s 
education. My friend, Mr. Bose, also suggested yesterday that there 
should be some provision for the training of women teachers, as at 
present there was no facility for this. Sir, 1 outlined in my speech 
wdicn introducing the budget that we are going to provide training 
facilitie.s in some of the mufassal aided and unai<led colleges. As I 
have said, the .scheme for the time being is to introduce this in 25 
schools and in the second year in another 2r) .schools. My friend has 
rightly said that there should be some institution for the tnuning of 
women teachers, and Government are doing what they possibly can 
with their limited funds. I have nothing further to suggest, Sir, 
and, personally. I am very anxious that .something more should be 
done for female education. I can say that in our headquarters dis- 
trict of Nadia, we have a high school which has not yet been able to 
become a full-hedged efficient school and that there are some 
difficulties. I can assure tbe members that when I go back to Nadia 
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I dtall imm^iately look into this question, and that this question 
sliall remain btfore me in the coming year. And if a concrete scheme 
comes either ffQp the public or from tlie Fniversity or from the 
Advisory Board, Government would do all that is possible in the 
matter. In the meantime I hope the mover will withdraw the motion 
in view of the assuVance I have just given him. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: Sir, I beg to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Mr. 8YAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. d,87,d()(> under the head “dlA. — Kducafion — Grants 
to Universities — ('alcutta University*’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (in- 
adequacy of the existing grant ami specially the conditions attached 
to the samel. 

The resolution which sta?uU in my name relates principally to the 
conditions attached to the t»o\ eminent grant paid to the University. 
The question of the (lovernment grant to the University has passed 
through many stages and during the last four \ears it has been our 
good fortune — AVhen I sa> “our.” I mean both the University and 
the tiovernment — that the (dd controversies had given idace to a new 
attitude of mutual helpfulness and understanding. The outstanding 
ditficultx is with reference t(> the conditions attached to the Govern- 
ment gr<ant of whicdi mentitm has already been made by tiie HoiUble 
Minister for Kducation in introducing his budget. We realise that 
strictly according to the present conditions Government is entitled, 
legally speakinf^. to rediu'e the grant jniiil to the University. We 
realise also that if the conditimis attached by the (lOvernment to the 
University grant are modified, it will mean an increased liability, on 
the jiart of (iovernment wbicdi perhaps it is not in a position to meet 
in the immediate future. But, Sir, the point of view of the Univern.. 
sity has been this. AVhen tlie grant of Rs. was fixed by 

Government, it admittedly rejire.sented the first year’s deficit -1 am 
not going to quote detailed figures at this stage — even assuming that 
the figures accepted by Government were true. Furtlier, many pro- 
posals for reform had to be kept in abeyance for want of funds. It 
has .so happened that the income of the Uni^e^sity has now increased, 
and we have impressed upon Government the necessity of modifying 
the conditions in such a manner as to enable the University to make 
full utilisation of this increased income and to give effect to the 
schemes of improvement, approved both by the Government and the 
University. That is the position so far as the general question is 
concerned. 

With regard to the two specific conditions which have hit the 
University very hard and to which reference has been made by the 
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Hon’ble Minister, the present arrangement is that if Hie income of 
the University goes beyfJnd the standard figure, then 4he Government 
grant for next year will be reduced by one-Jbalf of such excess income. 
In other words, if the income is increased by two lakhs, the Govern- 
ment grant will be reduced by one lakh. While deciding on this 
course of action, the expenditure side was not 4aken into account. 
If the income exceeds by two lakhs, obviously the expenditure will 
also increase. This is one aspect of the matter and the second is 
this. It was decided at the time of making the grant that if the Univer- 
sity augmented its income by the introduction of new measures — new 
measures introduced after the grant was sanctioned by Government 
in 1932, those measures will not be taken into account in deciding the 
giant to be made by Government to the University. 

I welcome the announcement made by the Hon'ble Minister for 
Education that Government have decided to further discuss the.se two 
asyyects of the question with the University. I hope that as a result 
of this discussion it will be possible both for Government and the 
University to come to an agreed solution, a solution which will not 
only be of benefit to the University but to the province as a w^hole 
and which w’ill in no way be unfair to the Government. I do not 
know’ what part the Hon’ble Finance Member played in arriving at 
this decision, but I dare say no such decision could have been arrived 
at without the tacit concurrence of the Hon’ble Sir John Woodhead. 
I sincerely hope there will be a .satisfactory solution of this problem 
in the near future so that it w’ill not be liecessarv for us to discuss 
the matter on the floor of this House. 

Having explained the position of the University in this matter, I 
shall ask for your leave to withdraw’ my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the House, w ithdrawn. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Sir I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 3,87,30(1 under the head “31A. — Education (Transferred) — 
Grants to Universities — Ualcutta University” be reduced by Rs. 100 
(disregard of Muslim feelings and sentiments shown by the (L’alcutta 
University in the preparation of text-books). 

The subject w’hich I wish to place before the House is a difficult 
and delicate one. 1 have given anxious thought to it. In the few 
observations that I am going to submit to this House I am going to 
use as guarded a language as possible. The subject is one on which 
my community feels very strongly and this Council being the forum 
where expression to public feeling on an important matter can pro- 
perly be given, I have chosen this forum to give expression to our 
feelings in regard to certain matters concerning the Calomtta Uaaiver- 
•ity. 
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Last year I pleaded eamestly that the poat of the V^ice-Chanoellor 
of Calcutta University should be made a paid one and the pay 
ahould not be less than the pay of a^igh Court Judge as recommend- 
ed by the Saddler Commission. I showed that the work of the Univer- 
«ity had grown to such dimensions that a competent and capable 
man who would devote his whole time and energy to the University 
was needed as Vice-Chancellor if justice had tt> be done to the multi- 
farious and onerous duties appertaining to the high otti('e. I urged 
that to obtain the whole-time services of such a man, an adeipiate 
salary was essential. That will show in what light 1 view the 
University of w’hich I am an humble product. I cannot have any 
feeling but of love and affection for my alma mater. Sir, I am gomg 
to raise a matter on which there is absolutely no <lifference of opinion 
amongst the members of my community. 1 wish to tell the House 
most sincerely that I do not wish to hurt the University as 1 do 
realise that hurting the University is hurting ourselves. My only 
object is to draw pointed attention to certain aspects of University 
administration on which Moslem feeling runs very high and in my 
opinion justly. 

The (alcutta University stands to minister to the needs of the 
people of Hengal as a whole and in Bengal the Moslems are in a 
majority, so whatever the Cniversity does the University has always 
got to take into account the interests and sentiments of the Moslem 
community. If it does not do that, the University will be guilty of 
a dereliction of duty. My present purpose, as I have stated in my 
motion, is to draw the attention of the* House to the disreganl of 
Moslem feelings and sentiments showed l».\ the Calcutta University 
in the preparation of text-books. Particularly I have in view the 
text-books prescribed for the Matriculation Examination. I will 
draw attention to the Matriculation Bengali selections prepared and 
prescribed by the Calcutta University. There are pieces, both prose 
and poetry, in this .selection which the Moslems can legitimately 
object to on the ground that the fundamentals of their faith are hurt. 
I wdll illustrate my point by a few instances taken from the text- 
books. It is w'ell known an<] it ouglit to be well known to every j>erson 
that Islam stands for pure monotheism. I do not mean the 
least disrespect to my Hindu friends when I say lhai the 
Moslem faith differs from the Himlu faith. Having the 

greatest regard for my own faith, I have also every regard 

for the faith of the Hindus; only I plead that the Hindus will be liberal 
and catholic; enough not to impose their faith upon us. What I mean 
is this: Muslim students going in for the Matriculation Examina- 
tion are of a tender and impres.sioiiable age, of an age when they 
cannot properly distinguish their own culture from the culture of 

others, the fundamentals of their faith from those of other faiths and 
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by the time they come out of their schools after being compelled to 
study and imbibe thoughts and ideas which are fundamentaBy 
opposed to their faith and sometime galling to their self-resjlfect, they 
become to a large extent de-Muslimised. I refer to a piece of the 
Bengali selection for Matriculation Examination which is entitled 
*‘Shiber Bhiksha Jatra” ([*11^?! by Bharat Chandra Roy. 

I will not read out many passages, but suffice it to say here that the 
sentiments expressed by Bharat (handra Roy are extremely antago- 
nistic to the faith of a Moslem. I do not know what was the object 
of selecting this particular piece. Take for instance: — 

^Tc^f || 

I 

ftntl ii 

’niei ii 

I would refrain from offering comments except to say that 
riding on a bull and being offered 

is certainly not an edifying sight, at any rate to a Muslim boy, and a 
Muslim boy should not be com])elled to stud\ it on the plea that it is 
literature. Next 1 quote another ]>iece. This is 8ir Rabindra Nath 
Tagore’s “Bicbara.” 1 will just draw attention to one stanza: — 

“ 

«ft?r I 

Sir Bahindra Nath Tagore is a poet whom 1 hold in the deepest 
reverence. He lias written poems which are imiierishaiile and which 
appeal to the w'hole world. This poem is not a true representation 
of Dr, Tagor’s great poems. Why is this selected y Has he not 
Avritten innumerable jioems which have an universal appeal and which 
have brought him worldwide recognition y Why is this piece which 
definitely shocks Moslem sentiments and outrages Moslem feelings 
selected y Such selection ill-becomes a University which has to pro- 
vide intellectual food to the Moslems as well as the Hindus. Next 
1 turn to another poem by Dr. Rabindra Nath Tagore,, namely, 
Ibijarini : — 

3rm*i ?t«n 

rpi 

lUt 0^1 

r* 

These sentiments ought not to be taught to the Moslem boys. 
(Laughter.) Sir, the other day certain members indulged in a little 
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lai^liier when a member was making a certain speech, and I think it 
was Mr. Narendra Kumar Basil wlu) rose up in righteous indignation and. 
sternly rebuked the hon'ble members who indulged in it. 1 find 
Mr. Narendra Kumar Basil indulging in derisive laughter when I am 
seeking to give expression to a matter of the deepest concern to my 
community. I need only sa,\ he does not know what our faith is; he 
does not know where the shoe i)inches us. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: [The member was heard to say 
^something which was not audible in the Reporters’ gallery. | 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: That is u)ur opinion; let me hare my 
own opinion. I am the best person to .say where my shoe ju’nches me. 
Here is another poem entitle<l bj' Devendra Nath Sen — 

’fTfw 

I” 

Take also this stanzii from (a tirade against Mughah 

by Jatindra Mohan Ihigchi — 

'«rt5t5 

ipir ^1*5 

^t?J, 

am I ” 

I ask seriously : Must a Moslem bo\ be iiunle to appreciate senti- 
ments such as these To .sjiy that Bengali literature has got only 
pieces such as these as it'* best specimens fit to be studied by Matricula- 
tion students is to do outrage to Bengali literature. May I just tell 
the House most humbly that I have been nurtured in Bengali langmige 
and literature and my vernacular was Bengali in all my University 
examinations)^ I was educated in one of the scliool.s in the suburbs ot 
Calcutta where Hindu students predominated, and I was never beaten 
in Bengali. My point i.s this, Umt the Bengali literature is now so 
rich that you can find innumerable beautiful pieces which may be 
subscribed whole-heartedly to by men to whatever race or religion they 
may belong. I may be askcnl : Do you say that these things ha\;e 
been deliberately chosen to hurt Moslem sentimcnt.s.^ I will not go scs 
far as to say that, but I would say that the selections do reveal a 
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positive bias, iii^vour of^ Hindu natioHalistio and patriotic sen timely 
as contra-distinguished from sentiments which Muslims can also ech<r. 
Putting it very miWly, this ignorance at any rate on the part of the 
University shows what the Moslem faith and what Moslem sentiments 
are. This ignorance or whatever it is, it certainly ill-becomes a 
University which is meant to minister to the needs of the Moslems as 
well as the Hindus. While choosing these pieces, it has ignored 
Moslem sentiments and not cared to consider that Muslim boys will 
be (compelled to read them. 

Another thing: It might be said that these things were not meant 
to be paid particular attention to, but tliat is not true, because in the ^ 
questions that have been set on such pieces at examinations a detailed 
knowledge of these things has been required. I have dealt with a 
selection prepared by the University. Now I would turn to a text- 
book a2>i>i‘oved by it. I have got in my hand a book entitled ^^Indian 
History for Matriculation Examination,^^ written by Mr. K. P. Mitra. 

I will just make a few references. In Chapter XII (Social and Political 
Condition — 7th to 12th Centuries) India is described as the land of 
plenty, the Kings as benevolent despots, looking upon their subjects 
as sons. In contrast with this a dark picture is drawm of Muslim 
rule, during which “despotism run through the whole gamut of Gov- 
ernment — Central and Provincial”; bribery, corruption, luxury, 
intrigue, rebellion, intolerent religious policy, etc., were the order of 
the day; the peasant was exploited and oppressed. Then, in Chapter 
XIX, tl»e astounding statement is made that Islam was spread by the 
aword. Preaching of Islam is a subject on which much has been 
written. Tliat Iskiin was as a general rule propagated by the sword 
is a malicious and mischievous canard which every decent historian has 
discarded. There is a book by Sir Thomas Arnold called “The Preach- 
ing of Islam.” He has shown, without any room for contradiction, 
that Moslem faith was not as a rule spread by the sword as is supposed 
by some people. Let us take our own province. In Bengal the 
Mussalmaus predominate, but has it been suggested for a moment that 
in the outlying parts of it where the Musfuilmans predominate the 
spread of Islam was due to the sw'ord? Do you mean to say that in 
these outlying jwrts of Bengal Muslim rule was so supreme as to force 
the Hindus to embrate the Muslim faith? Great Hindu authors in- 
i luding Sir P. V. Boy have declared that it was Islamic tolerance and 
brotherhood that brought the Hindus of the lower classes who were 
oppressed by the Hindus of the upper castes into the fold of Islam. 
And Moslem boy.s are expected to learn all this ! What is the effect of 
this? You alwaya cry for the different communities of Bengal to be 
vselded together into a homogenous nation. Is this the way to help 
forward the growth of such a nation? Do you expect that Moslem boys 
gmw up in hatred of the achievements of their co-relij^ktaiists and 
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andeftorsP Sir, we stand for nothing but tHat €omp<9^te nationalism 
which will freely recognise the separateness of the Muslims as a com- 
munity with a distinctive and glorious civilieation, culture and tradition 
of thfir own and which will allow the Muslims the unhindered nursing 
of their own communion. Muslims certainly cannot suffer their 
traditi())a and culture to be merged in Hindu culture and tradition. 
How can the Moslem boys be expected to grow in love for that com- 
posite nationalism if they are to grow up in hatred of the achievements 
of their forefathers? The antagonisms and the differences of opinion 
^between the two communities are due fundamentally to your showing 
the Moslems in as dark a colour as possible and the Hindus in as bright 
a C/Olour as possible. I submit that history written with a positive 
bias against Muslims should not be compulsorily taught to Muslim 
boys. I will not go into further details. I liave great regard for the 
Viee-Chancellor who now pre.sides over tl»e destinies of the University 
of ^l(‘utta. He is a talented young man. and we the educated youth 
of Bengal are justly proud of him. His indefatigable labours for the 
University have drawn the unstinted admiration of all. Sir, we do 
expect much from him. I do not blame him in the least. One of the 
objects wliich have impelled me to draw attention to tliis question on 
which the Moslems feel so keenly is to seek redress, not to condemn 
the University, not to hurt the University in any way. Your duty as 
a University is to understand what Moslem culture and traditions are 

and to show respect for them, so that the Muslims may feel that here 

is a University which is as much theirs as of any other community. 
But that unfortunately is not being done. If it were done, I would 
not have raised tliis question. 1 know the feelings are already bitter 

enough between the two communities, the Hindus and tlie Moslems, 

He who tries to widen the gulf between the two communities is not a 
tneud of either of the communities. (>ur University’s sacriMl and 
ceaseless endwivuur shoidd be to bring the two great communities 
together on the high plane of mutual respect and admiration for the 
best 111 their respective culluie and traditions. I hope my observations 
will be taken in the same spirit in whii h 1 have made them, and 
effective and immediate steps will be taken to see that the Moslem mify 
feel that his culture, his history, his tradition and his faith are safe in 
the hands of the Universilv. May I in this connection draw attention 
to certain other grievances of the Moslem (‘ommunity in respect of the 
University of Calcutta. The Siiddler Uommi.ssion was appointed to 
reform our University. Other Unnersities have profited by the labours 
of that Commis.sion, but I am sorry to say that our University ha.s up 
till now derived no benefit out of it. The Moslems feel very strongly 
that they are inadequately represented on the different Governing 
Bodies of the University. Until the Moslems are adequately representa^ 
on the Universitj", the Moslem interests will not be properly hxiked 
after. I do not know liow long Government ore going to wait till^e 
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reform of the Universitj^ is taken up seriously. There are committee 
through which the University gets its multifarious work done ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Why should you go into that.^ I do not thin! 
it is necessaiy. ~ 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: T wanted to discuss Muslim grievance 
in connection with the University and I stated only one in my motioi 
by way of illustration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What are your reasons tor opening up such 4 
big question like this? I think you had better not go into that. Yo^ 
are concerned with the preparation of text-books only. I cannot allov 
you I0 go beyond that. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: All right, Sir. There is one other thinj 
that I should like to mention. It is a sad fact and we have got to tak< 
note of it tliat whenever a Moslem expresses the feelings of his com 
rauuity he is at once put down as undesirable. In connection with tht 
Calcutta University a certain Moslem M.L.C. had taken a promineni 
part in focussing public opinion on the question regarding these text- 
books, and what luis happened!" At the recent election he was not 
allowed to go into any oi the B(»ards of Studies. I remember the cast 
of another M.L.C. who happened to attack the Calcutta Corporatior 
and he was not allowed 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Plea.se do not complicate matter 
in this way. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: What 1 feel is thi.^. My simple point 
is that the University’s conduct should be of universal appeal and not 
be sectanau or communal. Here i** the University’s own maxim ii 
regard to text-luKiks: ‘The text-lmoks should be drawn up in a waj 
acceptable to all communities, and special precautions should be taker 
to prevent the introduction of comniuiialism in any form.” I most 
humbly submit that having regard to the extracts that I have read out, 
the University cannot be said to have followed its own maxim in the 
preparation of text-books. Let it honour its own maxim in practice. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I desire at the outset to express 
my hearty appreciation of the moderation of tlie manner in which 
Mr. Abul Quasem has placed tlie question before this House. He has 
made a grievance that there are certain text-books which are studied 
by the students of the University and which contain descriptions or 
statements about faiths other than tliat of the Moslem community. 
For instance, in the extract from Bharat Chandra which he read, there 
was expression of a feeling of reverence for some deity or other. The 
University exists to spread knowledge and one of the methods by which 
knowledge is spread is by calling attention of the students to standard 
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works in literature and various other subjects. Where a particular 
language is taught the desire is to call the students’ attention to the 
best works in that language. So, in compiling a Bengali text-book, 
the name^of Bharat Chandra naturally occurs, because he was an out- 
standing figure in the Bengali literature of the 18th ceutur>% and the 
power ^of expression that he had and tlie way in which he expressed 
himself marked him oiit as a great master of language. Sir, if the 
basis which Mr. Abul Qiiasem takes for his argument is to be carried 
to its no logical conclusion, then in all public schools in England you 
must abolish writings in the classical languages of the West because 
Nhe boys aie made to read text-hooks which in many cases commence 
with an invociUion to the Muses, to Minerva, to Jupiter, duno and 
various other deities. Not only l>o\s in the high schools and not only 
for the purpose of actual inatriculation hut children of lower standanls 
have to read those things. So they hecomc jiagan Konians or pagan 
Greeks hy reason of having studied those woiks of literature. That 
is done every day and lias l)(*en going on for contiiiies without afl’ect- 
ing English life in the least. English life luis remained English life. 
Sir, in a text-hook siiecificjilly (collected and published as containing 
specimens from the wnliiigs ol Bengali authors, passiiges ari' bound to 
occur in which there is iiivocatiim to the various deities of the writers. 
How can that he avoided y There is one question undouhtedly to wJiich 
attention must be directed and to which the University itself in the rule 
that has been read out hy Mr. Quaseni has drawn pointed altenlion: 
It is this, that there must not he anything in the writings which will 
be abusive of any other faith or which will hurt any other faith. That 
has not been done T carefully listened to all the extracts read out by 
Mr. (Jnasein. and not in one ol tlH*ni was there jiny attempt at depie- 
ciating the faith of my Moslem hrotluTs. .Sir, jis rcgaids works of 
historA’, Mr. (juasem has referred to ie<ent hooks only, li he hud read 
books on Indian history that weie read hv Moslem and Hindu scholars 
about 70 or 75 years ago, such as the hooks of John Marsliman and 
other authors, he would have found much nion^ bitter things than the 
little thing that he read out. As regards history, you ha\e sometimeH 
to read Gibbon. It may he tlmt it is not all good history, hut it is 
placed before you and you read it. I once read “Jahangirnama.” I 
remember a piissage in his autobiography in which the Emperor 
Jehangir says that his uncle Baja Bhagawan Das liad erected a magni- 
ficent and beautiful temple at Benares at a cost of about Rs. 4 crores 
and Jahangir said: w^ent and saw that temple but could not resist 

the temptation of demolishing it.” Those who want to go to the 
original sources of historical knowJedge have to read such books. You 
go to Universities to have materials placed before you. You are to 
sift the materials and use your own judgment. Why should “Jahangir- 
nama” be shut out from Hindu students y 1 do not want it to be shut 
out from the curriculum of Hindu students. I want it to be there. It 
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is taking a completely wrong view of education to say that somebody 
who writes beautifully and who, in some cases, for instance in soi^e 
historical works, collects materials not palatable to all should not ex- 
press his own view in his works. Every writer states his own views 
in his writings. But you have only to see that they do not abuse or 
hold up to ridicule or to contempt the faith that others hold dear. 
That is the principle which should guide those that are responsible for 
selecting text-books for the University. Sir, I am surprised that an 
objection like this should be directed against what the University has 
done in this matter. I think tliat if what education at a University 
means is well understood, objections of this nature would not be mad^.^ 
I do not mean any depreciation of what my friend has stated. He has, 
no doubt, gone about picking out things from where other people have 
praised their own respective faiths, or where they have adored the 
tutelary deities of their family or of their race. But I do not see why 
people in general who want to read beautiful writings should be deprived 
of the opportunity of having placed before them ideas and things which 
are beautiful and are well expressed. With these words. Sir, I oppose 
the motion. 

Mft NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Mr. President, Sir, this is the 
first time that I have had a copy of the Matriculation Bengali Selections 
in my hands, and I have been trying to discover in how many places 
this book has outraged Muslim feelings according to tlie mover of this 
motion. Having gone through the juis, sages (dted by the mover, I 
refuse to accept the statement that Muslim feelings would be outraged 
by the extracts read out by him Sir, 1 have a great ei* respe< t for the 
feelings and the intellect of my Muslim countrymen than it appears the 
mover of the motion has. He said during the course of his spee(di that 
T had objected to certain laughter in this House on some other day and 
that therefore I should not have laughed to-day. Sir, I was not laugh- 
ing at any incidmit that has happened to-da> . I was laughing at the 
stu])idity of the illustrations cited by the mover for the purjiose of 
showing that the T’lnversity had shown utter disiegard for Muslim 
feelings. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, may I 

appeal to my friend that this coiitro\ei\s\ should not be made^ more 
acute than what it i.s already!" 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: I do not know whether the 
Hon’ble Minister has risen on a point of order or not. What I submit 
is that disregard is something active, and, therefore, as soon as the 
mover of the motion said that the University has not deliberately chosen 
these pieces in the text -books but has done this out of disregard for 
Muslim sentiments, he gives away his own case. Then, I do repeat 
that it is absolutely untrue to say that in these selections any disregard 
for anybody’s feelings has beeu shown. For example, I find in this 
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book a prose quotation from one of the great Muhammadan writers of 
Bengali, I mean Musharruff Hossain marhum, saying that — 

This, Sir, is from a Muliainmadan writer, and I wonder that 
Mr. Abul Quasem does not want the head of this writer — I do not know 
whether he is dead or alive— on a charger. (Mai lvi Ahul Quaskm : 
He is long dead.) Well if he is dead, let Mr. Abul Quasem run across 
to his grave and charge him with being a traitor to Muslim sentiments! 

Then, again, if you come to a tM)em by a Muhammadan writer in 
^his book, you will find that it begins — 

C3T?I 

This, Sir, is an outruKr on Hindu sontiniriit ; the auilior speaks of 
not of tHtSf nor of ftTI, but of Then, Sir, it goes on — 

titM ■iiwff c’lWa trati 

c'scw ’jv i 

That is, again. Sir, ag-ainst the Sarda Act, So, tlic Univer8it,v must 
have shown disregsard for Hindu seiitiiuent and for the Sarda Act also 
by putting tliis extrai t here. Then, again the last stanza of that jaiem 
is — 

>1^11 stf^cf ^ •itf'cs’a stt’i, 

Ixxik at that from a Muliainmadan writer! He writes of *11^111, 
Sir, which is an enildcni oi the Did.jatra!' It goes on thus — 

'it<i 'srtw siTtn i 

’ifw? «iTwTa 

313 r,3Tir 3f3Tir! 'elfiinfT? ? 

KUt ffT^ c^rtaTwr^ tfi3 ‘■’•rm c»(Tin 3?5ii5t 

»Pf»l laT*! i” 

Can you conceive of a greater insult <jr a greater dinregard hIjowii to 
Hindu sentiments in a Innik prescribefl by the Cniversity the majority 
of whose Indian members are Hindu*^^ 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: The text-liook iias heeii compiled by tlm 
Hindus them.selves. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, Mr Abul Quasem is so 
dense tlmt be does not under.stand my point. As soon as he objected 
to the loud laughter which greeted his citation of the extracts, 1 
knew at once that tlie sense of humour had left him. 

0! Humour, thou art fled to brutish beasts. 

And M.L.C.s have lost their reason! 
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Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, when I came in I heard my friend 
on my right (Mauivi Abul Quasem) speaking on his motion, and, so fa^ 
as I could understand, it has been praised by Mr. J N. Basu that it was 
throughout raarktul by moderation and not by a spirit of racialism. The 
object of the speech and of his motion was, practically, to draw the 
attention of the hon’ble the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University, 
and, through him, to the authorities of the University to the mistakes 
they have made. My friend said that the Vice-Chancellor has a love for 
tlie Cniversity. 1 sav lie has inherited that love. It is his ancestral 
connection witli tlie Tniversity which not only makes him love the 
University but which makes other ]>eople, too, love it. But I anf* 
sorry to find that the very moderate, conciliatory, and appealing 
speecli of my friend should have irritated my friend Mr. Narendra 
Kumar Basu, and he has taken advantage of this occasion to shower 
abuses on my friend, Mr. Quasem. He says that the statements are 
untrue and that there is nobody who will take offen(*e at them. He 
points out tlijjt some of the j)ieces written by Muhammadans are 
objectionable to tlte Hindus — especially the ]>oems—but m} friend 
reniarkerl casuall.s that those te.\t-b(K»ks have been selected by non- 
Muslims. I submit that there was neither an\ o(‘casion for nor any 
good taste in the s|)eech whi(‘h Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu has deli- 
vered. The question is whether these pie(‘es are offensive or not. 
Tlie (piestion is the manner in wine!) — whether in the Cniversity or 
the Corporation — their behaviour and their conduct has been such as 
to irritate M\islims. It is men like Mr. Naiendra Kumar Basu who 
cause this sc»rt of friction between these two communities. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Onler, order. May I apj)eal to you not to 
indulge in j)ersonalities but to di.scu.ss tlie matter without any heat 
or j)assion r' 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: Sir. in obedience to \our ruling, I do 
not like to speak with heat and passion. I would only say that 
Mauivi Abul Quasem’s speech was such that no sensible man, no un- 
biassed man, could have taken any offence at. My triend has been very 
argumentative, no doubt, but I am sure that the Vice-Chancellor will 
take advantage of this motion to take steps neces.sary for the redress 
of the grievances. I never expected, after the speech of Mauivi Abul 
Quasem, that there would be f\irther speeches beyond a reply from 
the Vice-Chancellor, and I .shall be sadly disappointed, if after this 
incident of to-day, the constituencies all over Bengal do not take 
steps against such action on the part of the University. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 1 should like to appeal to the 
House not unnecessarily to prolong this discu8.sion or be led to dangerous 
paths. The question \vhich has been raised is not a very bigv one, 
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and I think that the debate could be closed, without prejudice to any 
pjirty, with some observations from Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee as 
to the real state of nftairs and the position of the University with 
regard to the matter under review. 


Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, m\ position is rather 
a difficult and delicate one liere. 1 come to this House as an elected 
member of the graduates of the I'niversity. and 1 alsi) liappen to be 
Vice-( hancellor of the I niversit\. I shall place m\ views on this 
matter before the House, and shall, incnlentally . refer to the ])olicv 
lollowed b\ the University from time to time in connection with the 
points raised by the mover. Speaking for m>self. 1 have no t|uarrel 
with the tone in which the mover has put hi-^ case before the House, 
and I am even prejiared to admit that, so far as he is concerneil, he 
sincerely feels that a great wrong has been done to his community. 
When I say this, I do not refer to the substance of his arguments. 
He has ap]>eale(l to me in sexeral jiortions of his speech, and 1 woubl 
begin by making an ap])eal — an earnest a]>])eal — to him tliat in regard 
to a matter like this, h(* would please look at the (juestion from a 
broader jMiint (d view and not impute motives to the I niversity or 
trace sinister designs where none exists. 1 can assure him that the 
members of the rniversit\ have much more to <lo than to be i>arti- 
cipators in a conspiracy to select j>ieces in their text-books wliich will 
be s])eciull> offensive to a juirticular community. I entirely agree 
with the mover that tlie University does not exist onl> for tlie Hindus; 
it is a rniversity for tlie whole province. It exists not only for 
Hindus and Muhammadans but also for otlier communities wliicli may 
])e residing in this province. 

Now', Sir, 1 sliall take his criticisms with regard to the Hengali 
selections in the first place. My first proposition wdll be that these 
selections must be looked u])on as part of literafure; it is not ])art of 
a propaganda for tlie [uirpose of forcing particuilar feelings or senti- 
ments wdiich might appear in random portions of this or that book 
on a particular community. Lot me give one concrete instance with 
regard to another text-hof>k wliudi will immediately appeal to the 
members of the House, The University prescribes the Bible as a 
compulsory text-book from Tnterme<liate to B.A. Standards, Has 
any suggestion been made either by tlie Hindus or the Mosleins that 
thereby the University is deliberately attempting to spread Chris- 
tianity amongst the members of the two communities (Interruptions 
by Maulvi Abul Ka.sem)? I do ask Mr. Abul Kasem not to interrupt 
me. I do not want to introduce heat in this debate. I know it is 
fraught w'ith possibilities of di.sputes and differences both inside the 
House and' outside. To come to the point. Sir, some objections were 
raised by certain members on that occasion, but what was the reply 
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that the UniTersity gave? The reply was, that they were introduc- 
ing this book as part of English literature, because they felt that if 
English literature was to be properly taught, some parts of the Bibl5, 
adapted to Indian sludents, must be in the hands of Indian boys. 
With regard to the Bible, there has not been any suggestion by the 
^Moslems that the rniversity has been responsible for introducing 
feelings and sentiments which are offensive to their community as 
being anIi-Moslem. Take devotional English poems to be found in 
English text-books. Are they to be treated as part of literature or to 
be condemned as depicting ideas or themes which may not be con- 
sistent with the sentiments of a particular religious community i 
With regard to the allegation that you have in your text-books 
passages which are definitely pro-Hindu, I really do not know what 
is exactly the position. If the allegation is that you are deliberately 
putting in things which are anti-Moslein, well, it is a sphere of 
criticism where discussion may be possible. But if you simply say 
that certain pieces and extracts are objectionable because they are 
pro-Hindu or ino-t’hristian, then I ask the responsible members of 
this House, where do we exactly stand? But really, Sir, if you treat 
them as part of literature, are they really so offensive to the Moslem 
community ? I think when Mr. Narendra Kumar Ibisu made certain 
references to Moslem writers in his speech he ^\as misunderstood. 
What he meant to say ^'as this — that so far as similar sentiments 
W’ere concerned, they have been handled in the same way by Moslem 
authors as well. 1 have here in m> hands a number of copies taken 
at random of an inffuential Moslem monthly magazine, the Masik 

MuJiammuIi, where we find poem after poem written by Muhammadan 
poets dealing in some portions with Hijidu ideas and ideals. Obvious- 
ly, Sir, if such to])ics were so outrageous to the feelings of the 
Moslems, no Muhammadan would have written them, and -even if a few 
Muhammadans had the c(mrage to write them, this magazine would 
not give them that wide circulation which it has been doing. These 
writings simply contain some good and noble sentiments and feelings, 
w^hich are placed in the hands of the boys. We never ask the students 
that they must go and actuall\ practise what is preached there. 
Take, for instance, the story in the Intermediate Bengali text-book 
taken from the famous novelist Sarat ('handra. There a picture has 
been given depicting the life of a Bengali Muhammadan peasant — 
how he w’ould stand against opi>ression, how he would admire courage 
and devotion to truth, how he would defy the powders that be for the 
sake of the ideal which lie thought was his own. And there in one 
place he praises and cries in the name of Allah — does that mean that 
all Hindus are lieing asked to pray in the name of Allaji and not in 
the name of Hari? Or, if the word harihol is uttered, does that mean 
all must pray in that name? It would be absurd if you go on argu- 
ing in that fashion. 
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I feel that if there is a g'enuine feeling amongst the Muhammadans 
here and outside that there are sentiments in our text-books which 
are definitely anti-Moslem in character, by all means let thelu write 
to the University. Kacli case will receive it*< consideralion, but the 
allegations must be based on well-founded criticisms. AVe do want 
to make our University u national rniversity, catering to the need# 
of all, and I do therefore jirotest in the name of the University tfmt 
there should be any allegation made in this House and initside that 
the University is ft)llowing an anti-Moslem jiropaganda for the imr- 
pose, as my friend says, of imposing the faith of the Hindus \i])on the 
,^Moslems. Tljere is no (juestion of imposing the faith (d anybody 
upon anybody' else. 

With regard to text-books in Hist ory . I expected that my' friend 
would refer to text-books which are mostly in circulation in Hengul. 
So far as the History books are concernerl, the University does n(>t 
write any text-hook, hut recommends a number of them of which, the 
book referred to is (»ne. Hut what is this text-book. Sir*:" This was 
written by the Principal of Monghyr College in Hihar who is a 
Fellow ot the Patna 1 niversity and Head Kxaminer in History. Thi» 
book lias been prescribed by Patna Cniversity for the Mutriculutiou 
Exmiiination ot that Cniversity, and no objection has yet been taken 
either by the Patna Cniversity or by the Hihar Legislative Council to 
its introduction. So far us this book is concerned, this i.s not really 
the only te^t-book in Bengal. Text-books are selected from amongst 
authors whose names are familiar in Bengal. Even in regard to this 
text-book, you are not justified, by taking one passage here and one 
passage there at random, in saying that this is how' Moslem feelings 
are outrage<l. You can do that in regard to any community . Take 
this very book. The author in some places refers to Hindu rulers 
as bufloons and weak and cowardly. These are very strong words to 
use, but have Hindus objected to this? Similarly, in this very' book 
there are praises of Moslem rulers. I do not want to tire the patience 
of the House by quoting long extracts, Imt I have 18 extracts with me 
taken at random, where there are definite passages apjilauding wliut 
the Moslems have done not only for India but also for l^engal. 1 ask 
you not to condemn a book simply by taking a few isolated sentences 
— every book can be condemned in that w'ay', even written by' Euro- 
peans. If any particular school thinks that a book of History i.s 
objectionable, it can select any other text-book for which there is 
always a choice. Incidentally, Sir, 1 made enquiries in office to-day 
when I w-as told that tliere wus not a single Muhammadan writer who 
during the last six years submitted a book on Indian History. Is 
that the fault of the University? Is that the fault of the Hindus? 
Let competent Muhammadan writers come oi^ and w’rite books and 
indicate the standard they desire to see folloKwed. The question of 
History books raises delicate points. Authoi^s, be they Hindu or 
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Moslem, must remember they are to write history and not story. We 
also must remember that there are many unpleasant truths which, 
have to be told both against the Hindus and the Moslems. That 
need not disturb our equanimity. We should know how. to deal with 
them. If it is said that in some periods Hindus and Moslems fought 
witij eacli other, I am not afraid of that. What is the lesson we have 
learnt from such fights between tlie Hindus and the Moslems? The 
lesson is that we liave lost our country. Is that not a lesson that we 
can hand over to our future citizens in a suitable form? We want 
them to rememl)er if they want to be the masters of their country, 
they must unite, and must not fight with each other in the w^ay in ' 
w'hich they have done in the past. You have said, Sir, that this is a 
small matter, l)ut there are other matters concerning Hindu-Muslim 
unity v^’hich are more important wliich may come up at any moment. 

I would say at the end, do believe us, we do not want to impose a 
particular culture uj)on a particular community. We do not want to 
be unfair towards an>])od>. If there are legitimate grievances, I 
for one shall alwa\s welcome any reasonable ])ro]>osal for. tlieir dis- 
cussion. The |)resont atmosphere of mut\ial distrust and suspicion is 
ruinous and ]ua,\ ^^e not unite to discover the correct i)a1h of penna- 
nent reconciliation? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I should like 

to 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Do you want to speak at this stage? I thought 
that the A'ice-Chancellor’s speech .should be the last. Is it necessary 
for ou to speak? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, the 
understanding was that the Vice-('hancellor would speak immediately 
after me. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case, others might like to speak. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: May I suggest one thing? I think 
others .should be allowed to sj)eak and then the Hon’ble Minister can give 
a reply. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: Is it the 

procedure that after the Government Member or Minister has replied, 
others can speak ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I .should not close the debate if others want to 
speak ; but is it neces.sary for you to speak ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: It is necessary 

for me to speak to make clear the attitude of Government. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right 
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Tlw Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: Personally, Sir, 
I would appeal to everybody that in a matter like this, we are touching 
the most delicate problem which affects not only the present but the 
future also, which affects the relationship between the two communi- 
ties, a problem which affects the intellectual regeneration of the 
province, and that, therefore, in tackling it, we must all be guided by 
moderation, sol)rietj;y' and reason. I teel that a matter like this should 
be discussed first of all on the rniver.sity platform, and in view of the 
statement wliich the A ice-Chancellor has made, I a})peul to my Muham- 
madan friends to desist from discussing this matter for the time being on 
the floor of the House. I al.so aj>]^peal to them to take this matter up 
in right earnest with the I niversitx . Personally. 1 liave my points of 
agreement and disagreement on the question which has been arg'ued by 
so many different speakers, but 1 must say that a book on History or 
Literature cannot be judged by isolated extracts taken from here and 
there It is the entire ])ersj)ective that matters. 1 feel, however, that 
it there is a genuine grievance of a community, a grievance which might 
be for the time being such that others might not \tndersiand it, it is 
real statesinai»ship to yield to that grievance, ami 1 would a])peal to my 
friend, the Vice-Chancellor, and to my other friemls, that if the Muham- 
madan community, even if wrongly, feels that they have a grievance, 
it would be ]>ra('tical statesmanship and wi.sdom to tr\ to understand 
it and not tp ridicule it. I am itained to say, however, that there has 
been an attempt at ridicidlng them. The attention of (iovernmeni has 
also been drawn to it by certain articles which have ai)})eared in the 
Press as also by the resoltition whicdi was brought before this House. 
So far as fjovernment is concerned, I can assure my friends that Govern- 
ment W'ill look into all the books which have been referred to. 
Personally, T propose to discuss the matter with the Vice-Chancellor, and 
I liope that if the Vice-rdiancelh»r and myself meet together ami try to 
find out the points of (d)jection, we will be able to come to a satisfactory 
solution of the problem. On this assurance that I ])ropose to look into 
the question iiersonally along with the Vice-Chancellor and try to find 
out an amicable settlement in the matter by understanding (be iminta of 
view of botli the University and the Muhammadan community, I hope 
and trust that without discussing the matter any further, there will be 
a close to this debate, and that my friend will be prepared to withdraw 
his motion. 

The motion was then bv leave f»f the Hou.se withdrawn. 

Mftuivi NURUL AB8AR CHOUDHURYs Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 3,87,300 under the head “31 A — Education (Transferr- 
ed) — Grants to Calcutta University” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Mr. President, Sir, the motion is intended to move the authorities 
concerned for not granting recognition to the Sandwip High School in 
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the Inland of Sandwip in the district of Noakhali, in spite of the fact 
that it has fulfilled all the conditions necessary for affiliation and the 
Divisional fnspector of Schools and Second Inspector of Schools have, 
after repeated inspections, recommended to the Difector of Public 
Instruction and the I^niversity for grantiujjf recognition. Hence, I 
tliink, it is necessary to briefly state the liistory of the school to justify 
the motion. 

The Island of Sandwij) has a pojmlation of about a lakh and a half, 
8o ]»er cent, of whom are Muslims, Formerly the island had only one 
high school, viz., the (‘argil High School. It was started by the 
Muslims, but the Hindus gradually ousted them completely from the 
management, w’ith the result that the present managing committee of 
the school consists of all Hindu members. 

Almost all posts of the teachers were filled up by Hindus. Muslim 
students were not admitted on various pretexts with a view to perpetuate 
the Hindu confrol. 

These difficulties of the Muslims are borne out by the records of the 
school. Successive District Magistrates and Divisional Inspectors of 
Schools, both Kuropean and Indian, including Hindu officers, drew 
])oinfed atfenlion in their inspe'ction notes to the inadequate re})resenta- 
tion of the Muslims (»n the managing cfunmittee and the staff, but in 
vain. 

The mutters came to a head at the end of lfl32 when all attempts to 
secure redress for the Muslim grievances by amicable settlement failed. 
The Muslims hiid to leave the .school and to start a new one. Tliey made 
the new school well e<|uipped and fulfilled all re(juiremeMts for affiliation. 
They spent Us. 1(1, (MX) after this new school in these hard days, and 
there has been a net gain of over two hundred students in the school 
within u short space of time without infrinoiu^r tlu* efficiency of the old 
high school. 

The Ins[)ectors of Schools recommended for affiliation, in consulta- 
tion with the District Magistrate. Tlie matter went up to the Calcutta 
University tlirough the Director of Public Instruction. But unfor- 
tunately the University refused recognition and requested the Director 
of Public Instruction to amalgamate the twt) schools — that was at the 
end of 193d. 

Since then the matter is hanging in the office of the Director of 
Public Instruction. Various negotiations for amalgamation failed, as 
the Muslims were asked to come back to the old school without redress 
of any of their grievances. This they could not do after spending 
Rs. 1(1,000. 

Anyway,' amalgamation has failed. There is no chance in that 
direction as the authority of the Cargil High School is not prepared to 
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redress any of the Muslim grievances. That the Muslims have spent 
Rs. 16,000 after the school and that there is necessity for the new school 
were admitted by the Hon’ble Education Minister in reply to certain 
questions of Mr. Md. Fazlullah in the last year. July session. The 
Inspector of Schools has repeatedly recommended affiliation to this 
school. These irrefutable facts leave no doubt that the Sandwip High 
English School eminently deserves recognition. 

Yet nothing is being done by the authorities to help this deserving 
school. The University had no justification for refusing recognition to 
this school, when the school fultilled all the conditions necessary for 
affiliation. 

There is, indeed, no reason for refusing recognition to this school 
except that it is an institution run mostly by the Muslims. The attitude 
of the (’alcutta University authorities towards the Muslims is well 
known. But it is not understood why should not the Government see 
justice done to the school after the admission made by the Hon’ble 
Education Minister that there is necessity for the new school and that 
poor MussalmaiHi of the island have siH*nt Rs. 10,000 after it. 1 again 
say, there is no justification to stop recognition to this school. No 
objection can he raised on the ground of inoximity of the two schools. 
The new school is one mile away from the old one. Similar schools have 
always got recognition. The Ghani High Sc1uh)1 of Chandpur is at a 
stone’s thr(»w from the Jubihs* High School. Almost similar is the case 
with Patya and Rabat Ali, Gahira and Uauzan, in Chittagong, Natore 
Maharaja High English. l)igha]>ati\a High Engli.sh in Rajslmhi, Chnndi- 
pur, and Balm Nagar High English in Noakhali, and the innumerable 
High English Schools in Vikrampore. The fact that each school has 
about 250 students shows that two .schools can he liccommodated in the 
town of Sandwip. Another school was rushed by the Hindus at 
Katgarh to sto[) recognition of the new school in the town. This was 
done after the new school had been started. Katgarh is 7 miles away 
from Sand\np tovii. It has not serve<l and cannot serve the pui*pose 
tnor is serving) ot the town. Katgaih school has not done anything 
except serving the Hindu purjxjse. The ]>resent condition of Katgarh 
school does not ju.stify its e.xistence. It is situated in a hackw^ard 
village where it is impossible for distant hoys to stay and read. The 
Muslims have far greater need for the new school in the town than one 
at a distant backward village. Government will he convinced of it if 
the 3 ' make an emiuir^ on the point. Besides, three schools for a popu- 
lation of a lakh and half are rather in.sufficient to meet the growing 
demand for education of boys whose numher.s are increasing by rapid 
strides. If we take even 5 per cent, of the male population of Sandwip 
as boys of secondary school-going-age, the number of such boys stands 
over 3,500, whereas at present we have only about 1,800 boys in all 
Secondary schools of the island. Hence, it appears that there is ample 
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room for more secondary schools, especially high schools, to provide for 
the education of the people of this island. With the growth of % 
free primary schools the necessity will surely increase. The position 
in the island is again peculiar. The islanders can scarcely send their 
boys elsewhere. So there cannot be any objection on this score, too. 
The new school has fulfilled all the requirements for affiliation. It has 
land, good buildings, competent staff, good library, hostel, and 
sufficient students and funds, A high European official (Mr. A. D. 
Gordon, Deputy Inspector-General of Police) has noted in his inspection 
remarks tliat — “There is a definite feeling in Sandwip in favour of this 
new scliool. The number of pupils in itself proves this.” The then 
1, C. S. District Magistrate said: “There is a real need for a second 
high scliool at Sandwip.” The Divisional Commissioner also by a 
donation of Rs. 200 to the Sandwip High English School testified to the 
necessity of the school. The facts are incontrovertible, but the Muslim 
lot is bad as usual. Thus, there is absolutely no justification for 
refusing recogniUon to this school. 

The IlniverHity in no doubt the final authority in the matter of affi- 
liation, but that is no reason for the Education Department’s inaction. 
The University is not the supreme authority of the land. If the Govern- 
ment find that the Muslims of tlie island have a good caiise, why should 
they not prevent the University from doing a great injustice to the 
Muslims in the matter of education? To-day Muslim education in the 
island is distinctly suffering. The Muslim boys have no room in the 
Cargil school as on most (►ccasions they were refused admission on some 
pretext or other to keep down tlie number of Muhammadan members in 
the managing committee. Kntgarh High School does not meet their 
needs. Tlie new school is not getting bare justice from the authorities. 
If this be the j)osition of the Muslims in the field of education under the 
benign British Government, we don’t know where the Muslims will 
stand under the Swaraj (lovernment. I do not for a moment plead for a 
special concession. Here is a case in which a great injustice is being 
done to an eminently deserving school simply because it is a Muslim 
institution, though some high official (Subdi visional Officer) of the State 
even admitted that this school is in no way inferior to any semi-Govem- 
ment institution in tlie division. The Divisional Inspector of Schools 
strongly recommended for the recognition of the Sandwip High School 
after his personal inspection of the affairs and the working of the new 
school and the second In.spector of Schools also recommended for its 
recognition and the Director of Public Instruction thought it wise, in 
the past, to forward the case for affiliation. But the University is quite 
adamant and has not even sent a University man to see how the school 
works and whether it deserves recognition and without justification 
refused recognition basing its conclusion on the telegrams of one Babu 
Satis Chandra Roy, a young L.M.F. Doctor, ex-student of the Cargil 
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High English School, and on the representation of Babu Jogesh Chandra 
jBanarjee, Secretary of the Cargil High School, and another by his 
Mohnrar, Babu Rabati Mukherjee. The University has tc^en the state- 
ments of these three Hindus as Gospel truth, while it has thrown into 
the waste paper basket the recommendation of the high officials of the 
State like the District Magistrate, Deputy Inspector-General of Police, 
Subdivisional Officer, Assistant Registrar of Co-operative Societies, and 
Divisional Commissioner who testified to tlie necessity of the school. 
It also utterly disregarded the copy of resolution passed in the meeting 
of the Welfare Association and sent by Babu Rajendra Kumar Nag — 
a local influential Pleader and the Secretary of the AVelfare Association 
(an important organisation run b^ Hindus of the locality and the 
President of which is Balm Raj Kumar Chakrabarty, Advocate, ('alcutta 
High Court) to the University desiring that the Sandwip High School 
get affiliation and that there is necessity for more high schools at 
Sandwip. Moreover, 4 years’ experience in the past has shown that the 
existing three high schools at Sandwip can run quite smoothly, main- 
taining their efficiency in respect of students in the roll, etc. I may 
here also mention that the policy of Government for reducing the 
number of schools has not been followed by the University, and the 
Government is in a position to place before the House the exact number 
of new schools that have been granted affiliation after the application 
of Sandwip High School for recognition. I can challenge and, if 
necessary, I can cite instances to prove that many new' schools that were 
affiliated since then are in many w'ays inferior to the school I am advo- 
cating for. Even most of them do not fulfil the bare conditions for 
affiliation. But alas ! mine is a lost case since it was started by Muslims 
in response to the growing demand of the Muslim population to further 
educational ailvancement ami jiui ticularly when ('argil High School 
was not catering for the needs of the Muslims. In the end 1 W’ould 
appeal to the good sense of the University authority, particularly Babu 
Shyamaprosad Mookerjee, the worthy son of his wortliy father, not to 
treat this as rank communal but us an honest effort for furtherance of 
educational advancement in the country. It is for this purpose of 
draw'ing pointed attention to this glaring injustice to a good cause and 
its immediate redress that I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: Mr. President, in supporting 
the motion moved by Mr. Nural Absar Choudhury, I would not take 
much time, but stress upon two important points, namely, that the 
University without justification refused recognition to a very deserving 
high school which was started in resfionse to the growing demand of 
education in the island, particularly when the Cargill High English 
School failed to cater for the needs of the Muhammadans and perpetrat- 
ed injustice thereby, and that the ilepartment has also shown callous 
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indifference in not timely interfering in the matter, in spite of the fact 
that various ^jppresentatians were* made to the department tp come to the 
rescue of the poor victims and to redress their grievances, particularly 
when I put questions in July last — to the Hon^hle Minister in charge 
of Plducation. 

. Now to justify my statements, I would like to quote a few remarks 
made by the respfmsible officers, both Euroix^an and Indian, from their 
inspection notes on several occasions. In 1914 Khan Bhhadur Ahsan- 
ulla remarked: “The school has a committee of 10 members with the 
mxinsif as its President and the Sub-Deputy Collector as its Secretary. 
I do not think that the Muhammadan community is fully represented. 
The number of Hindu and Muhammadan members should have been 
equal as the number of students drawn from two communities are almost 
equal.” He has also suggested for appointment of two Muhammadan 
under-graduates. In 1919, Mr. M. P. West, the then Inspector of 
Schools, writes: “The school is not making a profit owing to the 
reduced roll number. The chief causes of steady fall in the number of 
pupils are (1 ) the failure to satisfy Muhammadan requirements. There 
are only three Muliummadan members in the committee, two of them 
being Government servants. As to the junior madrasa, this could never 
have been started if the high school catered for the nfteds of the 
Muhammadans. The only thing to be done now is to try to satisfy 
Muhammadan requirements by getting Muhammadan teachers, etc.” 

In 1920, Mr. K. M. Das, the then District Magistrate, Noakhali, 
remarked: “There are only three Miihamadan members in the school 
committee; the number should be increa.sed at least to five (out of ten) 
when the committee is reconstituted.” 

Again, in 1922, Khan Bahadur Ah.sanulla lemaiked: “In a jdace 
where (he Muliamniadan population e.\cee<l.s tSO per cent., it is desirable 
that the staff should have a reasonable Muhammadan elepient in it.” 
But uiifortunatel\ the authorities of the Cargill High English School 
never cared to eoni])ly with the remarks or to remove the manifold 
grievance.s of the Muslims. The mo\er of the motion has already 
pointed out how high officials of the State like Divisional Commissioner, 
District Magistrate, Subdivi.sional Officer, Deputy Inspector-General 
of Police and others have testified to the necessity of this ichool and 1 
reiterate the same view and apj>eal to the good sense of the House for 
the acceptance of the motion. 

Can the University authority cite similar instances in the past in 
which they could ever reject recognition on a flimsy ground like this? 
I think the Hon’ble Minister di.stinctly remeinbars the unhappy episode 
when the old institution like the Pachimgaon High English School had 
to be withheld recognition for vsome time in preference to another newly 
started High English School there. I cite another instance where in 
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an established kigh English School at Rajganj (Noakhali) 
three other ^new ^ sohook within a distance of four miles (EalikapuTf 
Gopalpur and Bell)upur| from the old one have been given allliation only 
laatiyear; the condition is far inferior to that of Sandwip High English 
School of Noal|hali. But I would not press the authority for so much 
indulgence, but^would be amply satisfied if I see that the much needed 
high school like the Sandwip High English School gets recognition side 
by side with the old one which is at a distance of one mile from the new 
one. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir. I must say 
that this IB a matter which has been pending ft)r a pretty long time 
and has been the subject of acute controversy in the locality. For 
outielves we tried our best for the settlement of affairs and the Director 
of Public Instruction himself went there. At one time it was thought 
that some sort of amicable arrungement would be possible. We waited 
and waited and the latest information is that no further progresB has 
been made. At one time it was thought advisable that in view' of the 
growing needs of education the two schools might remain ; one might 
develop in teihnical side and the other in the general side. It was 
reported that it would be a profitable concern if one sc'hool developed 
on the technical side by encouraging some nautical kuowle<lge as also 
some technical knowledge, but I do not know what progress has been 
made. We have just got a report from the District Magistrate that 
nothing further has been done. I propose to go to Noakhali in the 
middle of the next month and will personally look into the matter. 
I hope to bring an end of the controversy one way or the other and 1 
believe that my friend will try his level best to help me in coming to 
a solution of thi.s matter. 1‘ersonaIIy, I feel that the proposal to have 
a high school and another technical .school with l(>wer education will 
be eminently in the interest of the locality. I shall be personally 
grateful t%my friend if he would help me when I come there and 
settle the matter. I hope that in view of this assurance ray friend 
will withdraw his motion. 

The motion was, then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

MmiIvI ABDUL HAKIM: I beg formally to move that the 
demand of Rs. 4,34,000 under the head “31A. — Education — Transferred 
— tUniversity — Grants to Calcutta University” lie reduced by Rs. 100 
(indifference to vocational education). 

I also formally move that the demand of Ks 4,34,000 Under tho 
head ‘*31A. — Education — Transferred— Grants to Calcutta Univorsity^' 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (neglect of primary education), 

Mtilivi TAMIZUDDIII KHAN: Sir, I want to say^ only a few 
words on the latter motion that has been fofmaUy moved hy my friend 
27 
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Maulvi Al)dul Hakim. That motion propoi^s to deal with the question 
of neglect of primary education. This question has been discussed 
threadbare on the floor of the House on many previous occasions and 
we all know tlie arguments in favour of the ^t^pansion of primary 
education in this province. Even during the current session opinion 
was expressed by several members of the House to the effect that as 
far as the Primary Education Act was concerned prdbably the* inten- 
tion of the Government is not to enforce it at all and to shelve it for 
all time to come. The Hon’ble Minister raised a strong voice of protest 
against that opinion. I was glad that he protested against an opinion 
like that, because that raises some hope in us that probably the Primary 
Education Act will ultimately be given effect to. I said some time 
ago that there were signs of returning prosperity in the country' and 
the finances of Bengal had also shown some improvement; that being 
so, my definite suggestion was that if really Government were sincere 
in their desire to give effect to the Priraarj^ Education Act, Govern- 
ment might very well as a token of their sincerity enforce the 
Primary E<lucation Act in its entirety at least in one district. (A 
voice: Why in one district alone?) I shall be glad and grateful if 
the Hon’ble Minister can see his way to enforce the Act in its entirety 
throughout the wliole province, and if my friends wh(> are murmuring 
can induce the Hon’ble Minister to take that step, I shall be only 
glad to follow them and to go with them into the same lobby if this 
mutter is pressed to a division. But I am afraid that Government are 
probably not in a mood t(» go so fur. T, therefore, make the modest 
request that Government should think over this question and should 
decide in favour of enforcing the Act at least in one district for the 
time being. If, however, the Government decide to enforce the Act 
throughout the wlude province, that will no doubt be the best thing to 
do. With these few words I support this motion. 

Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY; Sir, I yield to none in itoy solicitude 
for the welfare and education of the cultivators. And I shall be 
highly pleased if it had been possible for the Government to launch 
this Primary Education Act at once in the country. 

But, Sir, I agree with the Government in thinking that, owing to 
the great economic depression that is still continuing, times are not 
yet favourable for enforcing the realisation of the Primary {Iducation 
Cess. 

Sir, it is a well known fact that the tenants are feeling great 
difi&culty in paying rents due from them and the existing cesses. As 
a consequence, the zemindars are also feeling g^reat difficulty in 
meeting demands for land revenues and tresses. 

The movw* of the motion is certainly aware that many estates and 
pdfni and other tenures are being frequently notified for sale and 
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Gbverninent are eveu issuing body wnrranti^ against zemtndurs for 
realising the cesses due and are comj>elled to accejit payments of such 
arrears by instalments. 

Sir, the agriculturists are also heavily indebted to their creditors, 
Ijoth mahajans and landlords. So that this House had to pass an 
enactment only recently for the settlement of debts by conciliation. 
T'nder the circumstances, I fail to understand why my friend, the tuover 
of the motion and his supjxirters, who pn»fess to be great friends of 
the tenants, are so very anxious to impose at such an inopportune 
moment this additional burden of taxation upon the impoverished 
people of Bengal, both tenants and their landlords. 

I, therefore, oppose the motion. 

The Hon'bie Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: Sn. I am glad 

that my friend has raised tliis debate about the neglect of 
primary education. It serves at least one impoitant purpose and that 
vis to keep before us the fact that tiiis is a demand whii'h nobody can 
pofcsibly forget. The state of primary ed\ication in Bengal has be(‘n 
described best in the re^(dution which Government published last year, 
and I think that itself will show the point of view from which we look 
at the j)reaent position, and T can assure my friends that if it were 
possible for me to introduce primary education to-morrow I feel I 
would liave done it. But there is a difficulty. Under the statute we 
have to proceed with certain matters, bei^ause 1 believe the rrimary 
Education Act sooner or later will have to be enforced, and I make 
that public declaration, and with a view' to do that it is essential, 
before the Act is enforced, that (hivernment must at least be in posses- 
sion of all the details so that at an\ moment the Primary Kducation 
Act may be euforcesl. It will be necessary for Oovernnumt and the 
local bodies to adjust the primary needs in such a way that there 
might be equitable primary edmation throughout Bengal. Suppose 
the Act is enforced to-morrow, can my friends say where those schools 
.should be started, whether j>eople will pay for them, and if there is 
no programme, what would b(‘ the curriculum and things like that? 
Sir, it is with a view to avoid that that w'e have pnt up tentative pro- 
posals of dividing Bengal in such a manner that there might lie 
primar\^ education within an e([uitable distance of each and everybody. 

I b*ve never claimed perfection for this scheme, but, unfortunately, 
critimams have been directed against it rather destructively than 
constructively. But, Sir, I do claim that this scheme is certainly 
better than the present system of primary education. As I said 
yesterday, Sir, at the present moment there are only 9,0ff0 yillages 
which provide primary education. Under our present scheme there 
will be 16,060 villages which will provide primary education, and I " 
consider that the proposed scheme is far better than the present one. 
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I wi«h I could do more if our finances permitted, but as finances do 
not permit, I feel 16,000 schools equitably distributed are better than 
9,000 schools, and it is with a view to do .that, so that primary 
education might be introduced at any stage when the time is ripe, we 
are at work so that arrangements might be made at least to have the 
location of the schools, the curriculum of the schools, and other 
incidental details, settled well before the proper time. I may inform 
the House that perhaps in to-morrow’s papers, or, possibly, this evening, 
my friends will be able to read of the announcement of the appoint- 
ment of a committee to go into the question of the primary school 
curriculum. That committee will immediately enter upon its task, 
which is to find out a suitable curriculum for our primary schools. 
Therefore, so far as the organization is concerned, we have put up 
some tentative plan, and it is open to the local bodies to decrease or 
increase their number or to adjust them according to local conditions, 
Qoverment will make no objection. Secondly, the curriculum question 
has been taken up, as I have already said. Thirdly, as fK)on as the 
district school boards come up to Government for the application of 
the Primary Education Act in their districts, Government will consider 
that question. T may, in this connection, inform the House that the 
District School Board of Mymensingh has applied for the introduction 
of the Primary Education Act in that distri(*t, and I want to know 
from the representatives of the Mymensingh district — particularly 
from the member who represents that district in this Council because he 
proposes the same question — as to whether they desire that the Primary 
Education Act should be introduced in the Mymensingh district. I 
hope that my friend Maulvi Abdul Hakim will give an authoritative 
reply and say w'hether he desires that the Act should be introduced 
in the Mymensingh district or not. I may remind him that this will 
involve the payment of the Education Cess. Then, after consulting 
the members and other bodies, Goveniment will come to a decision 
as soon as possible. For the time being, I can assure ray friend that 
we shall very quickly e.xpedite the work so far as the preliminary 
details are concerned, and as soon as the preliminaries are finished, I 
shall he able to announce what steps we are going to take in this 
matter. But before we can agree to the introduction of the Act into 
Mymensingh, we shall have, as iny friends well know, to go first to 
the Finance Department and then to the Revenue Depi^xiilfiit and to 
other departments as to how the cess should be collected, and or 
things like that. Rules will have to be prepared, and I again adteure 
the House that we shall quickly get work as soon as the preliminaries 
are settled. In view of this assurance. Sir, I hope that my friend will 
fee his way to withdraw his motions. 


MiUlvi ABDUL HAKIM* May I say. Sir, a few worls by way of 
reply P 
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Mf« PRESIDENT: You have no right of reply. • 


Mwlivi ABDUL HAKIM: Then, in view of the assurance given by 
the Hon'ble Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my 
motions. 

The motions were then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 


Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 4,34,000 under the head “31 A — Education — Transferred — Univer* 
sity — ^Grants to rniversity” be reduced by Rs. 10() (allowing plucked 
college students to appear, without getting readmitted, as privatt 
examinees at their University Exaininationsi. 

Sir, I bring this cut motion primarily lor giving educational 
facilities to the Ikus of jmor agricultural people. The sons of agri- 
cultural people who have once failed in their college examinations in 
the Arts course are (juite unable to get readmitted in colleges and 
prosecute iheir college studies for want of money, in these days of 
extreme economic depression. 

If a student gets plucked at the Matrieulation Examination, be is 
allo'wed to appear again in liis examination as a private examinee, but, 
in colleges, a boy who gets plucked once, is never allowed to appear 
as a private examiiuH* in his University examination unconditionally. 
Government know lull well that a college student is nnjuired to 
undergo considerable expenditure Ui prosecute his studies again in a 
college. 

A college Imiv, who after attending the courst* regularly, has 
appeared and failed in his examination for the first time, should, for 
the sake of etiuity ami justice, be allowed to appear again as a private 
examinee without any restriction, just as a plucked schoolboy may 
appear again in his Matriculation Examination as a private examine© 
on his payment of the examination fee. 

We should never entertain :m\ «loubt that if this is allowed colleges 
would be empty of stutlent!. giadually, and rniversity lolleges would 
be aliolished in some liiture time. In fact, if such a pn>vision is 
made in colleges only, the fe^^ agriculturist Imys who are poor and 
unable to ‘pay the heavy expenses of a collegiate educ ation, will re- 
main outside the colleges, but the sons of well-to-do jieople who cannot 
do without enjoying the amenities of college study, as regular 
students, shall always attend colleges as at present. 

If anyone entertains such a doubt. I tell him to think why the 
high schools where the students are allowed to appear in examination 
aa private dkaminees were not empty of sfudenU long .before. 
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Sir, if any difficulty arises regarding* those plucked college boys 
who are students of Science course, there cannot be any difficulty in 
allowing this fa(tility to such college boys who are students of Aft 
courses. 

Sir, I can naint* many jiersons who have passed all the University 
examinations in the Art courses by appearing ae private examinees. 
Though I do not like to mention the names of many such persons, yet 
I cannot resist the temptation of naming one gentleman as exflftnple, 
and he was l>orn of purely agricultural parents. That gentleman is 
Maulvi Ali Nawaz whom I know from his boyhood. He was a Persian 
teacher in the Mymensingh ZiJla school. Though he w’as not a ver>' 
brilliant hoy, yet ])y his diligen(‘e and perseverance he has passed 
Matriculation, T.A., B.A., and M.A. FiXaminations in Art course. I 
am sure had there been any other higher examinations in the general 
Art course in Indian colleges, he would have passed them all. 

Sir, the suggestion, it accepted, is calculated to give a great facility 
to the poor college students of poor agricultural i)H)ple in these days 
of economic calamity. 

Sir, ] remember, I have been tabling a motion to this effect year 
after year, hut to no effect. I do not know what would l>e the fate of 
this motion tliis year too. 

But I have not yet lost all <'ontidence in Government, and hence 
this time again T earnestly api>eal to our Hon’ble Minister in charge 
(I love to call liim a tenant .Minister, for he is fortunabdy not an 

aristocrat) to take a drastic^ ste]< in this direction and bring an 

innovation in the department <<» that he may make liis name an object 
of admiration among the p(K>r airricultural people even after his 
departure from his dignified office. 

With these words, Sir, 1 move my motion. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE; Sir, I was 
pitt*ously l(K>kiiig to my friend Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee to give me 
proieetion, hut, unfortunately, lie found it diffic'ult to rise up and he 

is sitting tight with his l)ulk.> body. So far as this motion is con- 
cerned. T find myself in a considerably difficult jxisifion, bec>ause 

Mr* SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: On a point of personal 
explanation. Sir. There was such a pathetic appeal to the Hon’ble 
Minister personally in tlie speech of the mover, that I did not want 
to rise, otherwise T was going to do so. (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: That is what 
I was just going to say. The pathetic appeal of the mover has made 
luy position extremely difficult. T can only say to my friend that he 
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is sadly xniatakeu in bringing a motion of this character before the 
Legislative Council. It is a waste of paper, waste of printing, waste 
of time, and waste of everjihing, because we have neither the autho- 
rity nor the power nor probably tlie inclination to take up the subject. 
If we put it to the Senate, it uould probably recommend that tiie 
matter should l)e set aside, nor do T think that 1 have the courage to 
take up this responsibility. After all, what does my friend wantP 
He w^nts that plucked (ollegc students, without getting readmitted, 
should be allow’ed to appear as private examinees at T^niversity ex- 
aminations. What would that amount to in principle? It would 
then lead to the abolition of colleges and the abolition of Thiiversilies, 
which give the hall-mark of excellence. After all, in the interests of 
the tenants themselves, it is desirable that the type that shcmld con;e 
out of the colleges should l>e the projier type of students, ami, after 
all, the hall-mark ot University examination means something. Does 
not my friend feel that if he himself is a graduate another man 
is not, that he himself has put forward efforts and tuiergy, reading 
at a college, and i>asses the University examinations, while the other 
man does lud go tliroug'h the same proc4‘ss and fails to j>as8 his Uni- 
versity exaininat will he not f«‘el that there is some distinction 
between himself and that other man? Unfortunately, a proposition 
of this character, however much inijuutance it may seem to have from 
the point of view of tenants, should be looked at from the ix>int of 
view of education onl\, and not from that of the tenants. Is it 
desirable in the interests <d education that a thing like this should 
l)t‘ encouraged? Personally, 1 teel that, to allow plin’ked college 
students, without getting readmitted, to app<*ar at University examina- 
tions, takes away the purpose which these examinations serve. I hope, 
however, my friend w'ill not mi.sunderstund me. 1 may say that 
possibly nowhere in the world is there such a system of allowing 
plucked students to ajipear at examinations without some test. After 
all, the Calcutta University does allow a man to appear at a Uni- 
versity examination only if he is a teacher, because he is in touch 
with education. And if he wants to fallow the example of Maulvi 
Ali Nawaz, w^hose case has Iwmmi cited by my friend, be is perfei tly 
entitled to do so and take the degrees. But, surely, a man wdio has 
got plucked and has not the re«piiremon1s which are nece>sary for the 
purpose of study and examination, how' could it jxwsibly l)e said that 
he should be allowed to appear at University examinations without 
attending any college? So. I think that it would be a great wisdom 
on the part of my friend, even on the eve of the general elections, to 
abandon thi.s prop<jsal and take up some other thing by w^hich real, 
tangible good can be done to the people. After all, I do not think 
that there are very many people in this House who would support 
him. What, after all, is the use of fighting for a cause which is not 
only lost, but will be lost as soon as you are going even to propound 
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it? It would be better, I think, if, perchance, my friend, when he 
has got some time, went to the University and tried to persuade 
Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee, and if Mr. Mookerjee recommended to 
Government that sucli a step might be taken, I, on behalf of Gov* 
ernnient, would be quite prepared to consider the matter sympathetic- 
ally. 

Mauivi Abdul Hakim’s motion was put and lost. 

Mr, 8. Ml BOSE: I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 11,31,379 
under the head “31R — Education (Transferred) — University — Govern- 
ment Arts (Vdleges — ]*ay of otficeis” be reduced by Ks. 190 (additional 
buildings for Hethune College). 

Ily tins motion, Sir, I wisli to draw the attention of . the. House 
to the fact that certain additional buildings have been acquired for 
the Hethune (Vdlege so far back as 8 years, but those buildings still 
remain vacant and have n(d been occujiied by the girl students. The 
result is that there is serious over-ci-owding in the ccdlege. I believe 
I am right in saying that the number of students in the Bethune 
College lias beaten all records, and that there has Wn .such a 
demand (hat many students have had to be turned away. Sir, this 
is the only Government college for girls in Bengal, and I think it is 
imperative that some steps should he taken to increase its accommoda- 
tion, and esix'ciully as a large building has been acijuired, I suggest 
for the consideration of the Hon’ble Minister that he should find some 
money at once so that the new building can l)e utilised. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Sir, this ixirticular question of remodelling and 
repairing the building w’hich was accjuired many years ago has been 
engaging the attention of the authorities for a jiretty long time. 
The matter is a very important one and its urgency has been increased 
a thousand times for the reason, as the previous speaker has 
said, that the number of students in the Bethune College has beaten 
all records. The accommodation is very limited, specially for the 
Boarding. Tlie Government has recently o|X'ned a Boaiding in a rented 
house on the other side of the road on the west of the college but the 
authorities find it very difficult to keep proj^r control on the boarders 
living in a house initside the comi>ound. There are dangers and for 
obvious reasons I am unable to go into details but I presume that the 
Minister is awaie of them. The.se dangers and inconveniences will not 
be removed till arningenients are made to accommodate the boarders 
within the coniixmnd. That will lie jxissible only when the building 
refened to by the mover of the motion is renovated and made in every 
way fit to live in. A lot of money was si>ent in acquiring it and it is 
difficult to realise why it has been allowed to remain vacant for so many 
years. This is a false economy and I hope and trust that the Hon’ble 
Minister will at once take the matter up. 
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Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERilEE: Sir, the colleg'e is inspect- 
ed by the University every year, and the reports disclose a most nn- 
satisfactoiy* state of affairs so far as accommodation is concerned. We 
had an interesting^ debate on women^s ediication to-day; here is a 
test case, and I hoj>e the Iloirble Minister will look into it and arrange 
for proper accommodation for 1(10 snch girls. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: I am glad 

that this matter has been brought up for discussion. I have person- 
ally visited the college. I have seen the (’hrist Chunh building, and 
I have come to the conclusum that, as soon as that can jiossibly be 
utilised for the purpose tor which it has been acquired, it will be of 
great halp not only to the college itself, but also to tlje academic life 
of the students. I can assure the House that I have Imhui takii»g a 
personal interest in the matter, and that 1 shall try to expedite it 
as quickly as p<>ssible. Unfortunately, it is not in <mr hands at 
pre.sent; it has l>een sent to the Public Works Department, and .we 
are aw'aiting an C'stimate of crwts fitun tliat deiuiHment. I have 
already issued a in the matter, jiiid I assure the House that I 

shall do everything that lies in m\ })ower to do in or(h*r to complete 
the necessary arrangement^;. In vieu of this assurance. Sir, I hope 
my friend will be prepared to withdraw his motion. 

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: ] beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 2,8G.(¥KI under the head ‘b‘UC — Education — Grants to 
iion-Gf>vernment Arts (Vdleges” be reduced by Rs. 100 (inade(|uacy of 
the grant to non-Government colleg»‘s, specially to urge the restoration 
of the old non-recin I ing grant of Rs. 1, 20,0(10). 

Sir, there are only three minutes left, aud T wish to utilise one of 
them on thi.s subject. This is a matter which affects the non-Govern- 
ment colleges in the pnvince. Previmisly, tlie non-recurring grant wa§ 
Rs. 1,20,000, and it has been reduced to Rs. 45,0(K), wliich is certain- 
ly inadef]uate for meeting the re<:|uirenieiits of the non -Government 
colleges, T know, Sir, tliat the Minister is sympathetic towards 
this question, hut now is the time for him to show something 
more than a passive sympathy iii the shape of an increased 
grant to non-Government colleges in CalcutU and also in the 
mufassal. 

The HoiPble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, m> 
friend, the Vice-Chancellor, perfectly knows the position. As I ex- 
plained in connection wnth a similar motion, we have got two things 
to look up to in this connection. The first is about the University 
grant itself, and the second is the amount of grant paid to each college 
by the University. But I can tell the House also that this is not 
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the only amount which is given to the colleges; in addition, large 
sums are paid to the colleges as grants. This is a matter which M 
being constantly dealt with by the department. At present, it is not 
an item which comes autonfatically in the budget. It has to be put 
in year after year. As soon as our finances permit, however, we pro- 
pose to take up the matter more fully. At the same time, my friends 
will find that the demand for primal y education at least is such that 
we have got to adjust the demands of primary education with that 
for University education. I cannot, therefore, definitely give out any 
ho|>e( that we shall be able to do something. We have found that 
there are some colleges uhich are really in need of grants, but un- 
fortunately with a deficit budget we could not do anything. But 
there is one point to which I wish to draw the attention of the House, 
and that is with regard to the actual distribution of thil grant. I 
propose h> discuss the mutter with the Vice-Chancellor as to whether 
we can make some adjustment as between a <‘ollege and a college. 
Even though we are not able to give any additional grants on account 
of our finaficial difficulties, we can make a proper readjustment and 
give more where more is wanted, and less where less is required. The 
lust adjust nieiil was made when the financial condition of all the 
colleges was had; to-day there are some which are almost on the brink 
of'diffi<ultiee, and I maintain that a grant like this should he utilised 
as much as possible for their stability; there are others which are 
much Wtter off and which can manage themselves without our grant. 

(At this stage, the time allotted for “dl — Education” expired, and 
thei ll(»n’ldc Minister liud, thereiore, to resume his seat). 

The motion was put and lost. 

The original demand was put and agreed to. 


32— Medical. 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency tlie (lovernor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Ea. 41,dd,()0() he granted for expenditure under the head “32 — 
Medical.” 

Sir, the total expenditure under the head ”32 — Medical” for the year 
1930-37 is lls. 49,92,000 against the current year’s revised estimate 
of Rs. 49,13.000 and the budget estimate of Rs. 50,41,000. The de- 
crease in the revised evstimatc has been fully explained in the I’ed book 
and as will be obseiwed tbe bulk of the decrease except the savings 
effected by the abolition of certain posts in the Medical College and their 
substitution by a chea[)er agency as well as by changco in the personnel 
of the staff is more apparent than real. 
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Sir, I may now l)e iwrmitted to explain briefly the inci'ease in the 
demand over the current year’s revised estimate. Of this increase 
which amounts to Rs. 79,000 — Rs. 45,000 is under “Gnmts to hospi- 
tals and dispensaries and grants for medical pur|Kiwses;” alxjut Rs. 8,000 
on account of certain new schemes detailed on page 08 of the red book 
and the residue is due partly to the restoration of the emergeiu'y cut, 
provision for increments in iwy to be eameil by the officers and their 
staff in the time-scale of pay as well as owing to the provision for the 
pay for the whole year of the recruits taken in the latter [xirt of <the 
cuiTent year to replenish the Bengal Medical Service cadre. 

The increase against the item “Grant to the Albert \ ictor Leper 
Hospital” is on account of the subsidy iniyable under the Albert 
Victor Ijeper Hospital Act, 1985, to that in.stitution which has l)een 
deprovincialized since 15th August, 1985. This incn*ase is, however, 
more or less counterhalanciMl by savings under otlno* ht‘ads such as “Pay 
of establishment, diet, bedding and clothing, etc.” for no other provi- 
sion except the lump subsidy will W necessary after the dejwovincializn- 
tion. It is hoped that the deproviiK'ialization of tlie institution will 
encourage jmhlic charity s(» that the hospital may 1 h^ improved and en- 
larged to provide for treatment of those numerous lepers for whom 
accommodation is not available now. A provision of Rs. 18,7(M1 is made 
to help the Ziagunj Zenana Mission Hospital, Mtirshiduhad, for the 
extension and improvement of the building. This hospital is doing 
splendid work in the district and is being run most efficiently. The 
scheme towards which the above grant will l)e made is i,nfende<l to 
provide further faciliti(*s for the relief of sickness and suffering among 
women. The giant has l)een approved on condition that an eijual 
amount shall he raised locally and added to the endowment fund of the 
hosj)ital and this condition has been fulfilled by the Mission authorities, 

llie annual grant for subsidizing thaiia and village disjHUisuries which 
have been fixed so long at Rs. 1 lakh lias been found inadequate. The 
iiumher of rural disiHUisaries which have fulfilltMl thi^ (onditions regard- 
ing eligibility for the grant is gradually on the increase with the result 
that new claims could not he met from the sanctioned grant. 

^ Sir, there is ample scoj>e for the expansion of medical r»‘licf in the 
nind areas and this grant has been recognized and aj>pieciated by the 
rural public as one of the most useful of the grants made by thU 
dej>artraent. Local offii ers have reported that but for this grant many 
rural disiwnsaries would have had to close down during this economic 
depression. It has then*fore become essentially necessary' to increase 
the grant by at least Rs. 10,000 so that the new vilbige and thana dis- 
pensaries which have come into existence may receive assistance from 
Government towards maintenance. In this connection, Sir, may I 
be permitted to make a brief referents to the scheme adojrted by this 
Government for establishment of union board dispensaries out of the 
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grant made by the Government of India for expenditure on schemes of 
rural uplift* This grant is made towards the capital cost of the build- 
ing and equipment of each union board type dispensary on the con- 
dition that the recurring expenditure involve<l is definitely assured 
from local sources. About Rs. 1,59,220 has been allotted up till now 
for the establishment of 133 union board dispensaiies in 23 districts 
of Bengal. Sir, as I observed last year the popularity of the Medical 
Gollege group of hospitals had remarkably increased. Naturally this 
lends to certain inciease in exjienditure on these hospitals. The tuber- 
culosis and the dijditberia wards sj>ecially require improvements. I am 
glad to say that it has l)een found fiossible to arange for undertaking 
the most urgent improvements and a provision of about Rs. 15,000 has 
been made in the (Hvil Works budget for the purpose. 

The Eden extension block was completed several yeast ago, but 
was lying unoccupied as the original scheme for working it could 
not be given effect to for want of funds. It has now Taeen decided 
to make a partial use of the block by opening 10 beds on a paying basis, 
fhe balance of the exjx'nditure being met by Government. It is hoped 
that if the experiment proves a success more beds would be opened in 
a timilar way. 

Sir, I may hope to inform the House that the buildings for the Sir 
John Anderson Casualty W^ard and Department have been started and 
it is expected that this new Casualty and Outpatient Dejraiiment would 
Ih^ w’orking from the beginning of 1937-38. 

The House is aware that the district boards of this presidency bad 
decided to celebrate the year of His late Majesty the King Emperor’s 
Silver Jubilee by making a contribution for the iminovement of the 
Lady Duffeiin Hospital and the endowment of an increased number 
of beds for the letter accommodation of jxitients esjecially from the 
viufa$$aL The actual scheme of improvement has been very carefully 
worked out. It has ]>een agreed that certain beds are named after 
the district boards and patients from those districts are to be given 
preference to these beds. The new w^ard will be named after Her 
Excellency Lady Willingdon with her permission. As His Excellency 
the Goveimor observed the new wards and the beds in them will consti- 
tute a truly national memorial to loyalty and co-operation in the 
relief of suffering. 

The teaching institutions under the Medical Department continue 
to be maintained efficiently. The schools in the mufmsal districts are, 
however, more or less handicapped for lack of fully staffed and equipped 
hospitals. These hospitals are mainly the concern of local bodies along 
with other Sadar hosjutals. The question of improvement of theee 
hospitals was considered and a .scheme of divisional hospitals was formu- 
lated. Under this scheme district boards in the division, the munici- 
palities immediately interested as well as other interests concerned were 
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to be called upon to provide funds for improvement as well as main- 
tenance. This scheme was launched in Jalpaiguri with remarkable 
success. District boards in the Division have found the whole of the 
non-recurring expenses amounting to Rs. by means of a loan 

which has been advanced by Government. These boards have further 
agreed to make recurring contributions towards the maintenance of 
the municipal hospital pro|)ortionate to their cess income. The tea 
interests, European and Indian, have likewise undertaken to make re- 
curring grants on acreage basis. The Bengal Duars Railway have 
agreed to pay their quota. The result of these co-ordinated efi'orts 
is that it has now lieen rendered |H>ssible to have a tirst-idass modem 
well-equipped hospital at tlie headquarters of the Division to provide 
adequate clinical training for the students as w'cll as facilities 
for sj)ecialiied and improved treatment of jiatients in the Division. 
Such a scheme is already i>artly in force in Chittagong and efforts are 
now being made to improve the hospital further from increased con- 
tributions from the district boards in that Division. A similar proi> 08 al 
is under consideration as regards the Fraser Hospital in Burdwan. 

In conclusion it is hoped that in financial adjustment that is com- 
ing the claims of this pro\iuce will receive an adequate ixmsideration 
so that increased fa('ilitics may be afforded to the medit‘al activities of 
Bengal which are admittedly behind those of most other provinces. 

.\fotion for reduction. 

Maitivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. o8,000 under the head “32A — Medical establishment — 
Superintendence” Ih' reduced by Rs. 100 (manufacture of dnigs). 

Sir, time was when the Bengal Cheinic'al Works, of which w'e are 
all proud, was the only pharnuiceutical works in India, but w© now 
find tliat su(di chemical works are grow'ing up by leaps and bounds and 
any number of such laboratories are to be found in various parts of tlue 
country. That is certainly a very g4>od sign and that shows that, the* 
country is making rapid progress so far as the question of manufacture 
of drugs is concerned, but along with this another pertinent questidh 
comes up. Government have so far done nothing wliatsoever as regards 
the question of control over the manufacture of drugs. The question 
may be raised — Why should there be any control over the manufacture 
of drugs y Control is necessary for the simple reason that the adultera- 
tion of drugs has come to such a stage as to jeopardise the health 
the community; unless some sort of control is exercised over such 
manufacture and also over the importation of adulterated drugs from 
abroad, things will go from bad to worse. I think in all countries 
there is some sort of control over the manufacture of drugs. If Gov- 
ernment is solicitous about the health of the community, 1 think this 
question should engage the attention of Government without any 
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further delay. Government are always afraid of taking any serious 
step regarding all these thing^f for their proverbial want of funds. I 
think all that it will be necessary for Government to do will be the 
establishment of a suitable laboratory where drugs can be examined. 
That would, of course, be an essential and some amount of money will 
be necessary for it. I think the matter is of such urgency that Gov- 
ernment should not grudge to set aside a certain sum for this laudable 
purpose. The standardisation of drugs is a thing that has not been 
thought of in this country hitherto, but if medical men are consulted, 
tliey will all unanimously say that without proper standardisation of 
drugs no country can actually develop so far as its hygienic side is 
concerned. I am sorry that none of my doctor friends in this House 
are present just now. Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt is particularly 
interested in this matter, and he has got a similar motion later on, but 
unfortunately that motion will not probably come up and he is not 
present just now. I think, however, that this is a matter which we 
(lan easily realise from a common -sense point of view and I think every- 
body is convinced that some sort of control is ne<*cssary. I never sug- 
gest that the control should be of a character as to put a check to the 
manufacture of indigenous drugs, but why should not there be control 
to check adulteration and the importation of adulterated drugs fnmi 
abroad? That is a very simple question, and 1 think Government will 
take some active steps in the matter. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; This is a subject 
with which I am in entire sympathy, but the matter lies with the 
Government of India, and so far as my information goes the matter is 
under the coiisideiation of the Government of India. As regards 
imported drugs, it is difficult for a provincial Government to control 
them. Drugs an* prejxared in Calcutta and in other places in the 
province at recognised laboratories and the Excise Department 
occasionally inspects the laboratories just to check the work that is 
being done and to pre\ent the prepiuation of spurious drugs. The 
matter is under the cronsideratioii ot tlie Government of India, and it 
it not possible for a provincial Government to take steps in the matter 
and to prevent the import of drugs fnim foreign countries or from 
other provinces in India. The matter must necessarily lie with the 
Government of India. With these few words I opppflo the motion. 

MiUlvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg kave to withdraw my 
motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Miulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 68,000 under the head '*32A — Medical establishment — Superin- 
teodence*’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (desirability of encouraging indo- 
getious medical syatems). 
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Sir, I have already said in connection with my "previous motion 
that if a nation is to he really greats there must be an all-round 
development in the various aspects of its life. The Department of 
Medicine is certainly one of the most im|>ortant departments in the 
administration of a country’. So far as this is concerned, we all know 
that the dominant system in India is the allopathic system. I am not 
one of those who disparage the allopathic system tn fofo. There are 
people who think that so far as the allopathic system is (concerned more 
people are killed than cured by it. One of my friends wys that they 
are perfectly right, hut whether tliey are right or wrong very few on 
the floor of the House will agree witli liiin. My grievance is not just 
that, but my grievance is that indigenous systems are not given proper 
encouragement hy our Government. If you l<K)k to the number of dis- 
pensaries in the districts you will tiiul that there are as many as 
allopathic dispensaries and r»5 hoimropathic dispensaries; as against 
these there are only 11 ayurvedic and 4 unani dispensaries. I do not 
mean that the number of allopathic dispensaries is too many. There is 
scope for the increment of allopathic dispensaries as well, hut all that 
I say is that proper encouragement should he given also to indigenous 
systems of medicine. There may he countries without any past, with- 
out any previous civilisation, hut so far as India is concerned, it has 
had a definite and a glorious j)ast, and India at present can now Iniast 
of two great civili.sations — the gre^it Indian civilisation and the Islamic 
civilisation — and in the field of medicine l>oth the Indian and the unani 
systems have contributed a great deal. Therefore, if India is the 
inheritor of these famous systems of medicine, I do not see why our 
present Government should neglect these systems altogether. In fact, 
the allopathic system which is now in vogue is nothing hut a cousin of 
these two systems. The allopathic system has of course its own utility; 
its gre<it merit is that it is goiuir <»n d(*veloping; thosi; who are its 
votaries are leaving no stone untuined to promote its expansion and to 
make new inventions and to carry it on the path of progress along with 
the progress of the world. Hut unfortunately so fur as the ayurvedic 
and unani syatenis are concerned, there are no hmger the old J?tfhis 
‘living in India and no longer there are unani .savants of the old typa^ 
living anywhere in the world. Therefore, there is a seihack to the 
progress of these systems, and I think for thousands of years nothing 
has been done to fo the utility of these .systems. That is no dau|^| 
a great drawback and that is also the reason why wo should try to, de- 
velop these systems. Nothing has been done hitherto to encourag# these 
systems. I, therefore, think that it is time that we should gradually 
give as much encouragement as possible to these systems. Thefe is a 
volume of opinion which prefers the indigenoUf^ systems to any foreign 
system. They think that these 8y.stem8 are more suited to our constitu- 
tion and temperament than foreign systems. Moreover, so |ar as the 
question of cost is concerned, the indigenous systems offer a more cheaper 
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form of treatment to the poor people than the allopathic system. Gov- 
ernment are no doubt trying for an all-round progress in the treatmaat 
of diseases in this country, but I think that the task is so great th^t 
Government have not been able hitherto even to touch the fringe of the 
problem. If actually all the poor sufferers of the country have to be 
given medical aid, we have to think out some cheap system of treat- 
ment. We cannot visualise a time when Indian masses will be 
sufficiently nc\ to avail themselves of the costly system of medicine 
lhat is in vogue in this country. There must be a large number of 
people who would go without treatment, unless something is done at 
once to encourage the.se indigenous systems which are not only suited 
to their constitution but which offer many other facilities to the poor. 
The lionMde members of the IIou.se will certainly remember that so far 
as these indigenous systems are concerned, there is one mode of treat- 
ment which was in vogue in the past and which is still in vogue to 
some extent that requires no expense on the part of the poor sufferers — 
I mean the vindtjoffa mode of treatment. I think people are gradually 
foTgetting it and are resorting to the new system. Those who actually 
tnow cannot but testify to the efficacy of this mode of treatment. At 
present we pay more attention to mechanism than to the old art of 
treatment; I am referring particularly to the art of feeling the pulse. 
India is proud of her old physicians who were experts in this art, but 
now the thermometer has taken its place. The thermometer is nothing 
but a mechanism and to my mind in spite of its usefulness, it can never 
be 4 v proper substitute for the human hand that could diagnose a disease 
^y feeling the pulse. If these systems are revived, I have no 
doubt that India will regain her old glory. I do not say that the Gov- 
-ernment ought to be censured for its attitude, but all that I say is 
that Government ought to pay more attention to these indigenous 
systems. Not only can Government encourage the establishment of 
more indigenous dispensaries, but can also encourage the development 
*of these systems in various other ways. 


BibU SATiSH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, as my 
motion No, 594 is covered by this motion, I would rather speak on this 
motion in order to save the time of the Council. This is not a new 
question before the House so far as the particular system which I want 
to touch upon by my motion, that is, the ayurvedic system is concerned. 
Apart from the general remarks which my friend Maulvi Tamieuddin 
Rhan lias made, I want to submit that this question of encouragement 
of the ayurvedic system was raised in this House very often, and at 
some stage it was on the point of materialising in the shape of some 
legislative measure and Government assured us that they would pa^ 
their attention to the enoonragement of this system of treatment. 
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Though at present it is the allopathic syateni of treatniant which holds 
the field, it is well known that there are some diseases which still defy 
the allopathic system of treatment hut which yield readily to the 
kahiraji system of treatment; and there is still large practice enjoyed hy 
the eminent kabirajes in this city and other places of the (‘oiintry. So 
far as the ru^al areas are concerned, we have not yet such a number of 
allopathic doctors as can minister to the wants of the teeming millions 
of this province, and it will take probably a very long time before we 
are in the same happy |>osition as are the other advanced countries in 
the matter of medical relief. Under this state of things, the indigenous 
medicines are doing good work in the way of giving relief to the needy 
and the poor. Before the allopathic system of treatment was intn>- 
duced in this country, it was well known that very effective treatment 
used to he conducted according to the indigenous systems, j)artieularly 
the kahiraji system. The kabirajes of that time used to be enlled 
dhunmintans, because they were regarded as men endowcsl with divine 
power of healing. That shows that the potentialities of this system are 
great, and liy tlie patronage ot (iovernnieiit the system c4iii yet be 
restored to its tbrmer glory. We know that the Hon’ble Minister is 
taking very great interest in the subject of medical relief and education 
and he is sparing no efforts to bring medical edm atioii to a pmper level 
of perfection and we also kimw that the question id' (Government 
patronage of kaliiraji system is receiving his earnest consideration, but 
in this matter we want that no further time should la* lost in discussion 
only. Unless help be forthcoming from (Government, this system of 
treatment will disappear from the land altogether to the great loss of 
the pefiple. There are two directions in which (Government action is 
W'anted — first, there ought to he recognition In (Government (>f this 
system of treatment, i.e., there ought to he a faculty of ayurv<*dic 
medicine just as there is the faculty of allopathic mcdii ine, and, 
seciondly, there ought to he an effort made to set the licentiates umler 
the faculty on their legs by pnividing them with employments umler 
the di.stricT iKiards, and the (Government, by starting ayurvedic dispen- 
saries wherever possible and wlierever dispiuisaries an* necessary. If 
Government proceed on thcs4* two lines, I am sure timi in a very short 
period of time this system of treatment existing side by side with the 
allopathic system of treatment will remove the hmg-felt want of the 
people in the matter of medical treatment in the widest s(*nsp. The 
ayurvedic system will supplement the allopathic system where tile 
latter system has not yet succeeded, hut in which the ayurvedic system 
has succeeded. There are certain portions of the field of medical treat- 
ment where the indigenous system still holds the field. It is, there- 
fore, extremely necessary that (Government should take up this matter 
in all seriousness and no time should be lost to see that before this 
system completely dies out it may he given a fresh start to the relief 
of suffering htunanity. 

2 ^ 
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Mr. H. t. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I am rather curious to know in 
what practical form the Hon’ble Minister will express that sympathy 
which he undoubtedly feels towards this resolution as he feels towards 
all those resolutions that are to be discussed on the floor of this House. 
There is no State religion so far as I know, but there is a State system 
of medicine and that happens to be the allopathic system. The votaries 
of the allopathic system are absolutely intolerant. Other systems of medi- 
cine, such as the homo‘opathic or bi<Mheuii(5 or hakiniy or ayurvedio 
systems, arc not worthy of consideration and ac(;oi’ding to them are 
pi'omoted by (jnacks, whereas the allo|)athic system of medicine is based 
on a sound scientific system. Many of us feel that if one-tenth or 
one-hundredth of the encouragement which is given to the allojMithic 
system is bestowed on those systems which are indigenous, they will 
flourish with more utility than the allo])athic system. It is the allo- 
pathic system which has been encouraged for years by the oorabined 
effort of the European nations. Tliis country might endeavour to en- 
courage its own indigenous systems in some slight way. We are ceHaiu 
Dial if we <lid so, it would meet the needs and reijuirements of a poor 
couniry like India far more than the alloi)atliic svstem does. So far 
as surgery is concerned, no doubt the allojsithic .s\ sfeju has proved 
Bucc.essful. It is able to cut a limb with a greater degree of ])recision 
and celerity than the other systems, but, apart from that, it has to 
take a back seat ; when we are afflicted with any diM'ase which is out of 
the way, the allopathic system fails and we wander towards other 
systems, known as un.scientific systems, for relief. We understand that 
some eminent doctors of the Tropical School of Medicine recognizing the 
importance of these indigenous .systein> aie ti\ing to ascertain the 
value of tlu* drugs winch these .systems emi)loy and to be able to get the 
essence — the bases — of these drugs, so that they may be utilized in the 
allopathic system. W(‘ trust that their efforts are being recognized by 
(Jovernment and (liat .soon the\ will find a jilace in the Allopathic 
rharniacop(eia. Apart from this, we liope that this (lovernment will give 
their recognition to some unani and ayuivedic schools where we cun 
try and recapture some of our lost km)wledge. Sir, a distinguished ex- 
member of this Council and a mediiMil man — 1 mean Sir Hasgan 
Suhrawardy — some yt'ars ago juesided over a committee for the 
encouragement of ayurvedic and unani systems of medicine. I under- 
stand that the recommendations of that committee are a dead letter — 
dead letter, I think, not on account of the paucity of funds in the hands 
of Government, but bei'au.se they have not received the sympathy which 
they deserve. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, regarding this motion, I 
think no Indian will be against the objects of the mover — be he a doctor 
or a lawyer — and, although Mr. Suhrawardy suspects that allopathic 
doctors think that their system is the only system which can relieve 
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suffering humanity or a system which is entirely Wed upon science 
ai^d that no other system is scientific or is equal to that, 1 do not think 
he is right. I do not know fixjiii where Mr. Suhrawardy has gathered 
this idea. As far as I know, the alloi>athic doctors in Bengal lia\e con- 
tributed inestimable help for Uic growth of the ayurvedic system, and 
they also believe that in the ayurvedic system there is much which 
cannot be found in tbe alltqwitliit* system ot medicine. If tlie allopathic 
doctors had felt like that, they would mM ha\e felt the necessity of 
research a.s8ociation8, re.seitrch laboratories, aiul many other research 
institutions. They feel its insufficiency, and that is why they are still 
after gaining more and more knowledge. In the same way, if the 
ayurvedic, practitioners — I mean the kavirajes — ixwd the unani hakims 
had followed that principle of research, then I think that these two 
systems would develop to a much greater extent than they have 
developed now. The most difficult point with regard to the unani 
system, however, is this, that this s\stem has no good institutions here 
in India, or, if there are an\ , the\ aie so few in numbei that they do 
not 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: (hder. order. I must now adjourn 
the House f«u praxci. W e lieur \ou, Dr. (ihose, aft<*rwards. 

riTie (’ouucil was tli(*n adjourmnl for fift<*i*n minutes.) 

(.\fter Adjournment. ) 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, there are unani institutions 
which te4i( h tiie unani system of medicine. Th(*re are also ayurvedic 
institutions whii h teai h the 4 i\urvedic system of medicine. It is 4i fact 
that the\ ha\e u|) till now got m>t mm h encouriigement fioin the (io\- 
erniuent either in the sliape of <a})ital grants or in the shajie of recur- 
ring grants, and, therefore, for them to jiiosper as much as the allo- 
pathic institutions is ri‘ally ^ery difficult. AVe all understand that, and 
1 think that tin* Government ought to see to this that these systiuns 
of medii inc's «lo prospei and with the help of the allopathic system of 
‘medicine and the allojiatliic science much development can be effected 
in these two systems of medicine. If these two systems of nuHliiine 
remain ab.solutely orthodox, then I do not think that the> will prosper 
so much as allojuithy has done, because the allopathic .system has taken 
over other systems of medicine into its category for treatment suc h as, 
they are taking ‘'Clmlmoogra” foi the treatment of leprosy, and 
*‘Neem” for the purpose of treating .several ailments. In this way 
they have taken several ayurvedic principles. Allopathic doctors luive 
taken unani and also ayurvedic systems. It i.s absolutely a mislead- 
ing fact to say that allopathic doctors are too much intolerant of others 
in their own field.s. They are very (considerate and always follow a 
rational system of treatment. Perhaps, Mr. Suhrawardy 
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Mrs DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Please speak to the motion. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I only want to say that the 
allopathic doctors are not unsympathetic towards others. Some allo- 
pathic doc tors actually practise in ayurvedic medicines. As you know, 
Kaviraj Gananath Sen who is an L.M.S., of the Calcutta TJniversity and 
the late Kaviraj Jamini Bhusan Ray, an M.B. of the Calcutta Fniver- 
sity, used to practise as kavirajes, althoug^li they were allopathic 
doctors. Allopathic doctors are very tolerant. As reppards the unani 
docdors, I do not know whether they are at all generally available. 
However, Sir, I support the motion and I say that there is an extreme 
necessity of encouragement from the Government and the public. 


Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I have heard with interest 
the speeches delivered by the advocates of different indigenous systems 
of medicine, hut 1 still remain unc^onviiiced about the scientific lasis 
on whi(‘h they are luised. From my experience in tlie ('alcutta Corpora- 
tion I know that while the Corporation was making grants to the 
medical schools of different systems, it was found that very few unani 
institutions came forward for the grant. As a matter of fact, the 
Muhammadan members and some others who were interested in the 
matter were very anxious to help the unani institutions with monetary 
grants, but unfortunately w'ith the exception of one or two, there was 
practically no demand from the unani institutions for the grant. In 
fact, if you go to Colootola you will find that most of the Muham- 
madan mercliants are dealing in allopathic medicines which shows that 
there is very little demand for hakimi medicines. Therefore, to ask the 
State to come forward in the matter where the Corporation have failed 
is something which I cannot understand. In Native States like 
Hyderabad, Bhopal and Rampur under Moslem rulers no .special 
encouragement has been given to unani system and allopathic doctors 
are in great demand there. 

Th« HOfl’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. Suhrawardy 
lias very riglitly described that my sympathies are with the resolution 
before the House. The sympathy is not merely tacit, but is very active. 
The House may remember that in 1921 the Ministry’ of Sir Surendra 
Nath Banerji appointed a committee to go into the whole question and 
which met several times and made certain recomlnendations. They 
suggested that a State Ayurvedic Faculty should be established for 
recognition of ayurvedic practitioners and registration oi them and lor 
conducting examination and settling of curriculum ; but as there was 
no demand for the unani system no steps were taken towards the 
recognition of this system. As soon as 1 came into office 1 called a 
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conferenc*e of all the eminent kavirajes of Calcutta and drew up a 
acjieme with the help of Sir Jadu Nath Sircar and Mahamahopadhya 
Gananath Sen. The committee sat for two days and discussed at length 
the proposals before them. Now the first step towards giving any 
encouragement to the ayurvedic or unani system is the establishment 
of the State Faculty for registration of medical practitioners. Fnless 
a system has a proper curriiuliim for the training of students and a 
proper method of conducting examinations. (Tovernment cannot 
recognise the system, and it is not expected to do any good to the pro- 
vince. The scheme for the establishment of a State Ayurvcnlic Facultj' 
is under the ( onsideration of (Tovernment, and they hope to come to a 
decision on this matter ver\ soon. 1 may inform the House tliat Gov- 
ernment could not take up the matter more .seriously, as the establish- 
ment ot a Faculty would entail certain expenditure which they were 
not prejwired to find in their present financial state. Some generous 
persons, however, have conn* forward with contributions which of I’ourse 
are not sufficient to enable (iovernment to establish the Faculty 
immeciiatelv , but as I have sicnl the matter is under consideration of 
Government and c'ertain executive orders and rules for establishing 
the Ayurvedic* Faculty may be published in the near future. So I 
think the hon’ble mover of the motion is convin<*ed that Government 
are not a\ all indifferent in their attitude towards this matter. But I 
do not admit that a prccperly .scientific .system, either unani or ayur- 
vedic, is going to be in any wa\ cheaper than the allo|>athic system 
as the lion’ble member sc*ems to think, bec’ause if these systems are to 
(Ope with the reciuirements of modern times, they must be progressive 
systems and not rcunain cdd and stagnant as they are now *, they must 
adapt thcMuselves to the changing c ircumstances of the present days 
and probabl.N have to Ixirrow certain new' systems of treatment, specially 
surgical treatment, from the allopathic system. So that is not going 
to make the treatment c'heap as the hon’ble mover and some of his 
supporters seem to think. Tlie systems may continue to be c*heap so 
long as they are conducted by cjuacks, but if they are going to be Uised 
on scientific lines of treatment In properly cpialified kabirajes and 
hakims and if they are going to administer pro[)erly prepared medicines 
according to the rules of the ayurvedic and unani systems, they cannot 
be very cheap. So the matter is now' under consideration of Govern- 
ment, and they hope to come to a decision at least in respect of the 
ayurvedic system before long. 

The motion o# Maulvi Tamixuddin Khan was, then, put and lost. 

Kazi EMOAOUL HOQUE: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 5,30,000 under the head “32 A — Medical establishment” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (non-recognition of ayurvedic, hakimi, homoeopathy and 
other chief forms of remedies). 
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Proceedings of the Benggl Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 


The Council met in the Council Chamher in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the ‘Joth March, 1931), at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Presi(h*nt (the Hon hle Maharaja Sir Mvnmvtuv Nath Kay 
CH owoHUin*, oi Santosh) in the Chair, tlie four Hon'lile Mcmhers of 
the Kxe(niti\e Council, the thr<‘e llon’hle Ministers and S3 noiniimteci 
and elected memhers. 


Oath or affirmation. 

The ^'oll<)^^■iIl^»■ ?iietnl»t‘r made an oath or athnuation of his alle^’‘iance 
to the Cro\Mi : — 

Kai Ilahadur (i. C. Sen. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Destruction of paddy in Sundarbans by Hood water. 

•66. Mr. P. BANERJI: ia) Is the lIonTde Meniher in (diarf^e of 
the Revenue J)e])artment aware — 

(i) that the ''lotdars" hud laileil to maintain the boundary embank- 

mcntw in lot Xos. ‘J, 3, G, 7 and 8 in the Sundarbans under 
the Kagdwip police-station in the Diamond IlarlKiur sub- 
division ; 

(ii) that us a conse(|uence an area of alK)ut 10 8(|uare miles, wa» 

overflooded by tidal waves in the month of Auf^usl Iasi 
causing total destruction of paddy plants lust year? 

(Hi) that heavy damage to the crops in tho area is being c aused for 
the last 4 or 5 years for the same reason ; 

(tr) that several f)etitions were made to the SuMi visional Officer, 
Diamond Harbour, and the District Magistrate, 24-Pargana8, 
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for taking necefisary steps to give relief to the tenants by 
compelling the lof^ars to reconstruct the bund immediately 
and to maintain the same properly in future and to pay 
the tenants’ compensation in the form of remission of rents; 
and 

(v) that in spite of Subdivisional Officer’s orders the lotdwrs on 
various pretexts are avoiding responsibility in the matter? 

(h) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of taking the necessary steps to prevent the 
recurrence of such havocs in future and to save the poor tenants from 
ruination? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Brojendra Lai Mitter): {a) (m In lot Nos. (i and 7 the loidars 
have not p^)pe^l^ maintained the embankments. In lot No. 2 the 
emhankinent is maintained though not adecjuately. (lovernment 
have no information about lot No. 8. 

(?/) An area of about 20,000 hif/has in lot Nos. 2, 0. 0 and 7 was 
flooded by tidal water in August last. 

(lu) The damage to crops during the current year was exceptional. 
In previous years it has not been so serious. 

(iv) Yes. 

(r) The loUhm have not yet undertaken to maintain the embank- 
ments and some of them have contended that under the terms of their 
agreements with the chakdars, the latter are responsible for the proper 
upkeep of the embankments. 

(b) The matter is under consideration. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
who are resjxmsible for keeping up tliese embankments? 

The Hon’bie Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: That is a legal 
question. Sir. 


Irrigation of dry lands for bettor outturn of pidf^. 

•87. Mautvi ABDUL HAKIM: (n) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government keep any accounts of the quantity of 
paddy crop that is produced in Bengal each year? 



QIJKSTIOXS. 


441 


1936.1 


(b) If the answer to (a) is in the aflSrinative, will the Hon 'hie 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a stateiueiit showing separately, 
district by district, the quantity (appit)xiinately) of a man paddy grown 
in Bengal in the calendar years 1933, 1934 and 1935? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the production of this aman paddy in dry lands, depends 

largely on a good shower of rain at the time when ears of 
paddy plants come out in the month of Knrtick: 

(ii) that approximately three-fourths of the total an*a of avian 

paddy lands in Bengal are high and dry lands in wdiich 
avian paddy is damaged for want of a g(M)d shower of rain 
in the said month ; 

(ill) that there was no rain throughout Bengal in the month of 
Karticl' this year; and 

(ir) that consequently half the ((uantity of paddy more or less has 
grown in the province this year? 


{(]) Will the Hon’ble Minister be ]>leased to state whether lesser 
production of paddy crop in most parts of Bengal is due to the lack of 
proper irrigation, or for any other reason? 


MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Mohiuddin Faroqui, of 
Ratanpur): (tn Ycn. The member is referred to the forecasts on 
the w’inter rice crop piiblislied thrice jier annum and also to the 
Season and (’nqi Uej)ort of Bengal published annually b^ the J)ire('t»)r 
of Agriculture, cojiies of which are laid on the Library table. 

(h) The information is not available and cannot be obtained with- 
out considerable lab(»ur and expense which Government are not 
prepared to undertake. 

A statement, however, is laid on the table showing the total 
estimated outturn of rice for the whole province for the years 1933-34 
to 1935-36. 

(c) (t) and (m) Yes. 

(ti) No. 

(iv) The outturn of winter paddy for the year 19^15-36 is estimated 
at 68 per cent, of the normal as against 85 per cent, of the normal for 
the previous year. 

(d) A better outturn would be possible if better facilities for irriga- 
tion existed eveiywbere. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (6) of starred question No. 67, 
showing the total estimated ouUurn of rice for the whole province for the 


years 1933-34 to 1935-36. k 

Year. Outturn 

(Tons). 

1933- 34 . . 6,225,700 

1934- 35 . . 6,221,800 

1935- 36 .. 5,003,400 


Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Has the 

Government taken any steps in order to introduce better facilities in 
those parts which sutfered for want of proper irrigation? 

The Hon’ble 8ir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: I think 
the Member in char^^e of Irrifration has said on various occasions what 
steps have been taken. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Is it not a fact tliat tlie Govern- 
ment, while coujpiling the rpj)ort, received re])()rts from the District 
Officers, district by district? 

The Hon’ble 8ir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: 1 want 
notice of that question. 

Apprehended scarcity of water in Bankura. 

*68. Ra« Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: {a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minist(‘r in char^'-e of the JiOcul Self-Government Depaitment aware — 
(/) that tliere were 8<’anty monsoons this year; 

(iV) that the tanks and hvmh of the Bankura district are the 
principal source of supply of water for drinking?, bathing 
and washing; 

(iii) that those tanks and hxnids were not properly filled; 

{iv) that j)aucity of water is already felt in some jdaces; and 
(v) that it is apprehended that during the next five or six months 
there will be a distressing want of water? 

{h) If the answers to («) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, are being taken to meet 
the situation? 

MINI8TER in charge of LOCAL BELF-COVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 8ir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): {o\ (i) 

The rainfall was deficient this year. 

(m) to (iv) Yes. 
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(v) It is apprehended that there will be want of water in some places 
during the summer if there ia no heavy shower in the meantime. 

(b) Rs. 5,400 has been allotted out of the Government of Indians 
grant for rural uplift for sinking a number of inasonrj' wells in the 
distric^ and steps are being taken to allot, as early as possible, the 
share which the district will receive out of the annual Government 
grant for rural water-supply for 1936-37. The District Board is also 
arranging to take up early in 1936-37 water-8upj)ly projects for which 
budget provision has been made in that year. And in addition, 
although this may not give immediate relief, the re-excavation of tanks 
will, wherevei* ]K)S‘<il)le, he taken u]) as test relief \^olks. In tlie 
meantime tlie Union Boards have been instructed by the local officers 
to sink temporary wells with the help of the villagers. Where the 
Union Boards require financial help, assistance will he given from 
funds available for tlie relief of distress. 

Steamer station Kunia in Faridpur. 

*69. Rai Bahadur AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in (barge of the Marine Dt^partimuit be pleased to stat4" — 

(/) why the steamer station at Kunia within the district of 
Faridpur has Ixmmi abolished by the Joint Steamer Com- 
panies (River Steam Navigation and India General 
Navigation) ; 

(//) whether it is a fact that the f«iid station was managed by a 
sarkar only with a monthly pay of Rs. 8 to Rs. 10? 

(5) Are the Government considering the desirability of urging upon 
the companies to re-open the .said station 

(c) Is the llon’ble Memlx'r aware that the said station is urgently 
needed by the local public? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir John Woodhead): ((/ > (/) Tlie station was unremunerative. 

(tQ The pay of the ghat sarkar was only Rs. 7-12 per mensem, but 
there were other expenses including the maintenance of a ghat boat. 

(b) No. 

(c) No. The District Officer rei>orts that the public has not been 
seriously Inconvenienced by the closing of this station. 

Damaga of crop in Sundartana area due to inundation. 

*70. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Is the Hon’hle Member in charge of 
the Revenue Department aware — 

(t) that an area covering about 15 miles in lots Nos. 6, 7, 3 and 2 
of the Sundarbans in the Kagdwup police-station of the 
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Diamond Harbour subdivision was twice inundated with 
salt water from the Creek Channel and the Hoog’hly river in 
August last; 

{ii) that there are no proper boundary embanj^ments in the said 
lots for the last two years; and 

(nV) tliat the inundation caused wholesale destruction of paddy 
plants of the said areas? 

(b) If the inundation is not due to the aWiice of proper boundary 
embankments, will the Hon’ble Member l)e pleased to state what 
proportion the average yield of the said areas this year bears to that 
of the surrounding lots? 

(r) Is it a fact that the lotdars of the said lots are responsible for 
the (M)n struct ion and maintenance of the boundary embankments of the 
said lots? 

{(1) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be ph‘iise<l to state who is responsible? 

(e) What arrangements are there for the protection of the lands of 
the cultivators from the ingress of the salt water of the rivers? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble MemWr aware that the tenants of thee said lots 
made petitions to the Subdivisional Officer of Diamond Harbour and the 
District Magistrate of the 24-Varganas for adequate relief in the 
matter? 

{(j) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, what action have the 
Goveni merit tnken in the matter? 

Qi) Is the Hon’hle Meml>er aware that the said lands are likely to 
be inundated again in April next on the advent of the south-western 
monsoon ? 

(i) What steps, if any, do the Goveniment propose to take to com- 
pensate the cultivators of the said lots for the loss of their crops? 

(;) Are the Government considering the desirability of urging upon 
the said htdars to grant full remission of the rent of the tenants for 
this year? 

Ttm Hon’btn Sir BR04ENDRA LAL MITTER: (a) (i) and (n) 

Yes. 

{Hi) There was no wholesale destruction of paddy plants, but con- 
siderable damage was caused. 

(5) Does not arise. 

(c) The moral responsibility lies with the lotdars, but there is no 
clause in the leases on which the lots mentioned are held, by which 
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Govarttment can enforce the construction or maintenance during the 
current settlement. 

(d) Under the terms of their leases chakdars who hold under the 
lotdars are usual^ liable to maintain the embankments. 

(e) The member is referred to the answer given to clause (a) (n) of 
starred question No. 66. 

(/) Yes. 

(g) and (;) The matter is under consideration. 

(h) Such inundation is possible. 

(i) The cultivators are not entitled to any compensation from 
Government. 

Babu fllTENORALAL BANNERilEEl With reference to 
answers (r) and (//), will the lloii’ble Member be pleased to state 
what is the Government's res])onsibilitN in the mat ter ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: No respon- 
sibility, Sir. 

Babu 4ITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Not even for the purpose 

of enforcing rhnkdars to do their dutyH 

The Hon’bie Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: Government 
nave no means to enfon^e the rlmkdars or aiiNboily to do their duty 
in this matter. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: What arrangement (iovernment 
iiiten<l making to ensure the collection of revenue in this respect if 
paddy i.s destroyed ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER; This (|uestion 
has b^een answered before; the whole thing is under consideration. 


StipeiNls for the Muslim Female Training School in Calcutta. 

*71. Haulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJIS {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department l>e pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that there are two Government Female 
Junior Vernacular Training Schools in Calcutta, one for Hindus and 
the other for Muslims? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Mbdster be pleased to date whether it is a fact that the Hindu Female 
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Training School has got 26 stipends whereas the Muslim Female 
Training School has got only 15 stipends? ^ 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the Head Mistress of the Muslim Female Training School has 
been moving the Government for more stipends and teachers for the 
last five years? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action 
has Ix'en taken by tlie Government on the representation of the Head 
Mistress? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque): (oi and (/m Yes. 

(c) The Inspectress of Schools, Presidency and Burdwan Divisions, 
has very recently submitted proposals for the creation of 11 additional 
stipends. 

{d) The proposal of the Insjiectress of Schools is l)eing considered 
by the Director of Public Instruction. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: With reference to answer (J), 
will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state when is that proposal 
likely to be decided ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 think my 
friend has sutiicient experience of the Legislative ('ouncil and of Gov- 
ernment and he ought to know it. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many Hindu female training 
schools there are in existence and how many Muslim training schools? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: I want notice 
of that, Sir. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the 

Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many Hindu Icrbjkftle train- 
ing students and how many Muluunmadan such students there are? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, 1 do not 
carry the information in my pocket. I want notice. 

Pay of the olerk of the Muslim Female TrainNig Sdioolt 

*72. Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: (a) WSl 'tka 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Btoportment be pleased- to 
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state whether it is a fact that the scale of pay of the clerk of the Muslim 
Female Training School is lower than that of t^e clerk in the Hindu 
Fdmale Training School? 

(by If 80 , why is theie this differential treatment in respect of their 

pay? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble ^liiiister considering the case of the clerk of the 
Muslim Female Training School with a view to bring his scale of pay 
to the same standard as that of the (deik of the Hindu Female Thiining 
School ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: {a) Yes. 

(h) At the time the jiay was fixed the duties of the |M)st wei'^ not 
onerous. 

(c) The matter will be considered by (iovernment on its merits. 


Management of the hostel attached to the Muslim Female Training 

School. 

*73. Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJI: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of tlie Education Department he pleased to 
sttite whether it is a fact that an assistant teacher has Ikhui placed in 
charge of the hostel attached to the Muslim Female Training School, 
under whose superintendent ship the management of the hostel is report- 
ed to be not at all sutisfacdory ? 

(b) If so, will the Hon ’hie Minister be jdeased to say whether he is 
considering the desirahility of arranging for the better management 
of the hostel by immediately directing the Head Mistress of the said 
institution to reside inside the hostel premises and sujjervising the affair® 
of the hostel? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: (a) Miss T. Das, 
».A., 11. T., A.^i!ftant Mistress of the Training l>o]>artment of the Muslim 
Female Tr^iuing School, has Iw^en suiKo vising the hosted since Jst July, 
19d3, but plaint against her management has been received by 

the local controlling officer. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

Education of Moslem gliis in Calcutta. 

♦74. Mauivi ABUL QUABEM: Ut) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Dejwrtment be pleased to lay on the table a 
siateBienI showing the number of oided and non-aided high and middle 
En^jliah schools for the education of Muslim girls in Calcutta? 



446 


QUESTIONS. 


[25th 


(h) Is it a fact that the progress of the Muhamn)a4an AnglorOiteatal 
Girls’ School, founded by Mrs. Hakam, has been hampered for inade- 
quate financial provisions? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what steps do tbe 
Government projwse to take to help this deserving institution? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of the Government to start more girls’ schools foi 
the spread of education amongst Muslim girls in Calcutta? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of inquiring 
into the financial condition of the Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental Girls’ 
School for the puqwse of sanctioning a grant-in-aid to that institution? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: (a) A statement 
is laid on the table. 

(h), (c) and (e) Goveniment are not aware of the financial position 
of this institution, but an application for a grant-in-aid has recently 
been received and is under consideration. 

(d) No. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (o) of starred question No, 74, shotving 
the number of aided and non-aided high and middle English schools foi 


the education of Muslim girls in Calcutta. 

1. Number of aided high schools for Muslim girls in Calcutta .. Nil.* 

2. Number of aided middle English schools for Muslim girls in 

Calcutta . . . . . . . . 1 

3. Numl)er of unaided high schools for Muslim girls in Calcutta Nil. 

4. Numl)er of unaided middle English schools for Muslim girls in 

C^alcutta with extension classes . . . . 1 


•The only aided high English school for Mualiin girls has been provincialised 
from 2nd January, 193G. 


Mft $• M. B08E: With reference to question {d), is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that there are several schools in Calcutta which will 
welcome Muhammadan girls? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQQE: The object of 
the constitution of a purely Muslim girls’ school is to meet the special 
needs of Muhammadan girls which cannot be had in any other school. 
It is in order to meet the particular needs of the MuhammiiilBn girls 
that it is intended to have a separate school.^. ^ 
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D§l$m§ witiiMsat in the oourts of mmiorn in the Daooa Division. 

• •» Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon ble Member in 
charife of the J udicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing, district by district, for the Dacca Division and for the 
year 1933-34 — 

(i) the total number of defence witnesses who were summoned to 
attend and attended courts of sessions; 

(«) how many of such witnesses who attended such courts, w’ere not 
examined ; and 

(m) how many at such witnesses who were not examined, were j>aid 
any allowances for their attendance? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Brojendra Lai Mitter): A statement is laid on the table. 

Sta/ement referred to in the reply to starred queMioyi No. 75, showing the number 
of defence witnesses in the courts of sessions in the Dacca Division during 


1933-34. 



(a) Numbt*rof 

(6) Number 

Number of (6) 


defence wjtmwses 

nut 

to whom travelling 


summoned. 

examined. 

allowance paid. 

Dacca 

549 

523 

286 

Mymensingh 

1,215 

1,105 

447 

Bakarganj 

1,188 

1,025 

440 

Farid pur 

708 

669 

434 


Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Is the Hon ble Member aware 
that a large number of the witnesses who were not allowed any allow- 
ances are extremely poor men and underwent a great deal of hardship 
not being allowed any allowance? 

r The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: I am not aware 
of that, but I cun infer from the figure.s that it is scamlulous that a 
large number of witnesses had been summoned the majority of whom 
were not examined at all. 

MaiHvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Is it not a fact that if witnesses, 
who are summoned to attend a.s defence witnesses in ses.sions cases, 
fail to attend the court in obedience to .summons, they will be liable 
to prosecution? 

* Tho Hon’blo Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: That is a matter 
of law. 

Mauivi TAMIZIIDDIN KHAN: Does not the Hon’ble Member 
consider that in justice arrangement should be made for giving allow- 
ance to witnesses who attend court in obedience to suminons iseued 
by the court ? 

n 
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The Hon’ble Sir BRO<IENflRA LAL MITTER: There is no 
reason to think that the practice is otherwise. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY OHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Member be plea.sed to state on what principle allowances are 
granted to the witnesses summoned? 

The Hon'ble Sir BROJENORA LAL MITTER: 1 ask for notice, 
Sir. I do not know if there is any great fundamental principle 
involved. The witnesses are summoned and if they attend, they are 
paid allowances. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY OHOWDHURY: Will the 
Horride Meniher he pleased to state if it is not a fact that the com- 
mitting courts on examination of the list are required to be satisfied 
regarding the summoning of witnesses and they can refuse to hear if 
they are unnecessarily summoned ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: 1 am quite 
prepared to accejit that. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Is it not a fact that although the 
1,007 witnesses, during the year under question, were summoned by 
the courts and in obedience they appeared before the courts, none of 
them was allowed any allowance? 

The Hon’bfe 8ir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: There is a great 
deal of confusion in this matter. Witnesses may be summoned, but 
may not attend, and hence not be given allowance. The figures 
supplied give the number of witnesses summoned, and the number of 
those who were not examined. Some witnesses might not have been 
examined, notwithstanding their presence in the court, or it might 
be that they did not turn up. From the figures it is impossible to 
say how many failed to attend. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Member take 
it from me that our experience is that most of the witnesses summoned 
by sessions court do attend? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: I am quite pre- 
pared to accept that statement. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If so, this seems to be a very 
unsatisfactory state of things, and will the Hon^le Member look into 
the matter? 

The Hon’ble 8if BRDilENDRA LAL MITTER: It is primarily * 
a matter for the Court. 
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Distributfon of Rural Uplift Grant. 

•76» Maulvl ABUL QUASEMi Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(i) how the total Government of India grant for village reconstruc- 

tion work has been distributed under different heads and 
district b}’ district ; and 

(ii) what principle has been followed in making allocations to the 

different districts ? 

MEMBER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir John Woodhead): (/) Two statements showing the distribution 
.of the grant have been placed on the table. 

(ii) No single principle has been followed in making allocations 
among the districts. 

Statement I referred to in the reply to dame (i) of starred question No. 76, 
showing the distribution of the Nural I'plift Orant, scheme by scheme. 


Rh. 

(1) The establishment of seed, paddy and crop demonstra- 

tion centres . . . . . . 1 ,09,000 

(2) The improvement of cattle and of fodder crops . . 1,75,000 

(3) The improvement of poultry . . . . . . 500 

(4) Propaganda work in the districts . . . . 20,000 

(5) The establishment of 15 exf)erimental receiving sets in the 

Midnapore district . . . . . . 15,000 

(6) The improved marketing of jute and padd}" . . 50,000 

(7) The establishment of coir spinning and weaving demon- 

stration parties . . . . 40,700 

(8) The establishment of I’nion Board dispensaries and the 

improvement of water supplies in rural areas . . 3,84,000 

(9) The introduction into selected secondary schools of agri- 

cultural and manual training; the provision of school 
play-grounds in rural areas, village play-grounds and 
village libraries and halls 1,80,000 

(10) Grants-in-aid of the Boy Scout, Girl Guide and Bratachari 

movements . . . . . . 20,CK)0 

(11) Minor drainage and flushing schemes in rural areas . . 3,03,000 

(12) Improvements in the Chittagong Hill Tracts . . ' 30,000 

(13) Discretionaiy* grants to Commissioners and District 

Officers . . . . . . 2,05,800 


Total . . 16,33,000 


Note. — Jhe scheme for the establiihment of an ezperimeatal rural broad- 
caating station in the Midnapore district has been abandoned. Instead, 15 enperi- 
mentaT receiving sets wQl be established at an estimated cost of Rs.' 15,000. The 
•xpeoditore of the balance of Rt. 67,000 is under tbe ooniiderstion of Govefnmeni. 
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-Ulukr M^eme Ko. 8, R«. 20,000 out of the total amount allotted to the Prealdency l>l>i8ion ha* been held iu reierve for the present. 
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^ Mr. S. M. BOSE! With reference to the «u spent balance men- 
tipned in Oie foolnole, will ilie Hon ’hie Member he pleased to t 4 »ke 
into account the case of non-recurring grants to women’s schtmls in 
the rural areas 

Th0 Hon^bl6 Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: The distribution of ^raut 
does not rest with me. 

Mailivi ABDUL HAKIM: May I know whether provision has 
been made for minor irrigation and emliankment works 

The Hcm*ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: Yes. 1 xumld refer the 
member to the two statements ^nven ; if he reads them he will see 
that grants for minor Hushing and drainage have k^en made. 

Bahu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Has Hovern- 
merit issued ain direction to district authorities as to how the money 
will be distributed, or has it been lett to the discretion of the lot‘al 
authorities P 

The Hofl^ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: I would refer the hon ble 

member to the memoranda \^liicli were circulated to each member of 
the Council in August last. 


BUDGET GRANTS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 

1936-37. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

32-Matfical. 


Motion for reduction. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Sir, if in the course of the last 179 
years medical relief could not reach the doors of the millions of the 
suffering people in the outlying parts of the country, and if such 
relief is only meant and provided for the millionaires and the multi- 
millionaires, the rich and the wealthy people living in the metropolis, 
and other prinmpal towns, then I must say that the Minister who 
has been entrusted .»with the medical portfolio is unequal to the task. 
There is n<i< justifiaalioD for his eoiistence as Ministei in charge* of the 
Medical Department. 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May 1 ask if tie 

Minister is responsible for these 179 years? 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: He is at least responsible for the last 
5 or 0 years, and in the course of these 5 or 0 years he could have 
formulated suitable schemes for serving the rural population. If 
his plea is want of funds, then I must say that it is all the more a 
reason why he should be on the lookout for other cheaper systems of 
medicines, which will serve the purpose at a lesser cost. But such 
relief is not forthcoming. The Hon’ble Minister should look for 
luikimi and imam systems. Yesterday, Sir, he said that he w'as very 
sympathetic and that enquiry was being made, and so far as ayurvedic 
system of medicine was concerned, he would scM)n see that something 
was done in this respect. But I say that mere sympathy will not do; 
sympathy is hollow and there is nothing material in it. If the 
villagers be given some medicine even by a quack, they will w^elcome 
it, and more often than not with good result. There is no justifica- 
tion that because you cannot aftbnl to have a particular system of 
medicine owing to its expensiveness, you will not allow the other 
cheaper system t(» be introdu<‘ed for the use of the villagers, the poor 
people. The villagers will welcome kaviraji and uuani systems of 
medicines which will agree with their elements and suit their con- 
stitution. 

There is not much time left at my disposal, and my request to 
the Hon’ble Minister is that he wdll see his way to i)rovide some rules 
in the liocal Self-Government and Village Self-Government Acts 
whereby lo(*al bodies will be able to give aid with hakimtf unani^ 
kanraji as well us homeopathy systems of medicine, and will be able 
to give aid to the medical institutions and dispensaries other than 
allopathic. With these w’ords I commend my motion. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 am greatly 
relieved to learn that the present Ministry, according to the hon’ble 
mover of the motion, is not resiM)nsible for the laches of the last 179 
years. Sir, the allegation yesterday was that the British Government 
did nothing for the alleviation of the sufiering of humanity and did 
nothing for the medical relief of the poor. I think, Sir, there 
cannot be u more incorrect statement than this. Certainly Government 
have done much for the alleviation of human suffering. We have to-day 
al>out 8 medical schools in this province. They turn out more than 400 
students eveiy x'ear ; the majority of whom go to the mufassal and .start 
private practice there. Besides, Sir, there is the Calcutta Medical 
College and the Carmichael College which also turn out annually about 
300 medical graduates. The total myuber of qualified medical 
practitibners turned out by these different medical schooh abd 
colleges is therefore about 700. My friend is labouring under a 
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^reat misapprehension when he says that indigenous medical system 
liroves less costly than Western system of medicine. As I said 
yesterday, if we are not prepared to remain satisfied with a stagnant 
system — if we want to keep pace with the progressive science — then the 
indigenous system will be as costly as the Western medical system. 
We know from our own experience that the hiriraji or haJctint systems 
are by no means cheaper than the AVestern system — probably much 
more costly than the A\ estern medical system. Indigenous system, if 
not practised by ijuacks who 'ihould be discouraged, is not in any way 
cheaper than the Western medical system. 

Sir, in 19-il Government amended the rules of the lioeal Self- 
Government Act, and allowed the local lM»dies to employ non-aIlo]Kithi(‘ 
medical practitioners in charge of the medical institutions under 
them. As I pointed out ye^sterday, (loverninent ap|>oin(t‘d in 19l;?2 a 
committee to encjuire into the proiMisal of establishing an At/urreJir 
Faculty and a rtinni Faculty. The report of the committee was in 
favour of the establishment of an Faculty and was not in 

favour of the Faculty, as we harl no vnani school or college 

eimilar to that in the ayyrvedtc system; and the matter is at present 

under the consideiation of Government. 

The scheme that was drawn up in accordance with the recom- 
mendation of the committee ot 19dl could not be given effect to for 
want of funds. I collected some funds from private imlividuuls, and 
we have at present little over Ks. 7.009, but much more money 
is needed bef<»re effect can be given to the recommendations of the 

committee. The matter is under the serious consideration of Govern- 

ment, and Government hope to come to a decision one way or the 
other in tlie near future. With these words I oj)j>ose the motion. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The main demand was then put and agreed to. 


33 — Public Health. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On the recom- 
mendation of Hi.s Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 35,51,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “33 — 
Public Health.” 

The total estimate under the head "‘Public Health” for the 
year 1936-37 ia Rs. 36,78,000, or Rs. 29,000 in excess of the revised 
estimate of the current year, and Rs. 16,000 les.s than the current 
year’s Budget estimate. The decrease, as compared with the^ current 
year’s Budget estimate, jirhich is slight, is mainly due to smaller 
provision being made for grants towards municipal water-supply and 
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sewerage schemes. In next year’s Budget a provision of Rs. 19,0(1^ 
has been made for the Bagerhat Water-Supply Scheme. It will be 
rememhered that Government had made provision for a grant of 
Rs. 25,0(10 in last year’s Budget for the Bagerhat Water-Supply 
Scheme. This money had to be surrendered, as the scheme was not 
ready last year. A revised stdieme, at an estimated cost of Rs. 57,000, 
has since been prepared, and the local people are now willing tp 
proceed with this scheme, provided they get a grant of one-third of 
the cost and a loan of Rs. 2,000 from Government. The reduction 
in the provision for grants towards municig^ water-supply and 
sewerage schemes really accounts for the decrease of Rs. 11,000 in the 
total provision under “Grants for Public Health Purposes.” Several 
municipalities have decided to finance their schemes by taking loans 
from Government, as the current rate of interest now is remarkably 
low. In the next year’s Ixmns Budget, Rs. 5,82,000 has been pro- 
vided for sanitary schemes of municipalities against Rs. 2,31,207 in 
the current year. Out of this Rs. 1,55,000 is for schemes in progress 
in Serampore and Mymensingh and Rs. 1,000 as a token provision 
for a loan of Rs. 35,000 asked for by Rajshahi. Rs. 50,000 is 
required for the Asansol sewerage scheme and the rest for water-supply 
schemes in several other municipalities. 

During the current year only one district board came up with an 
application for loan for the improvement of rural water-supply. Its 
financial position, however, did not justify the grant of the loan, and 
the Budget provision had therefore to be surrendered. When Gov- 
ernment promulgated their rural water-supply loan fwlicy in 1928-29 
on certain favourable terms, it was hoped that the district boards 
would come forward to take advantage of the loan terms and that 
execution of schemes in furtherance of the programme for the improve- 
ment of water-supply would go a great way in removing scarcity of 
pure drinking water in the rural areas. This hope was, however, not 
realised, and Government have during the last few months been con- 
sidering why the loan p<dicy has been a failure and whether any 
modifications are necessary which will make the programme for the 
improvement of rural water-supply more attractive to district boards. 
When the question of allotment of the Government of India’s grant 
for rural uplift came up for discussion in this Hou.se, the majority of 
the hon’ble members favoured the idea of spending the whole amount 
on rural water-supply. t)n that occasion it was pointed out by the 
Hon’ble Member (Finance) that nearly Rs. 13,()0,0(X) is annually 
spent on rural wj^r-supply by Government, the district and the union 
boards. As there was a general desire to expedite the solution of 
the problem, Government have decided to enooumge the district 
boards to capitalise ordinarily 50 per cent, and iniseWital citset np to 
76 per of ^ their three y^ears’ average e^p#&ditiltlMK’ on water* 

supply. The average annual expenditure of district botthdt on original 
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^rkfl of water-supply, during the three years ending 1934-35, 
amounted roughly to Es. 4,86,000. If 75 per cent, of this 
expenditure is allowetl to be capitalised and the life of the loaus is 
limited to 10 years, district l>oards will l)e able to undertake capital 
projects of rural water-supply amounting to aWut thirty lakhs. 
It may be remembered that when the question of the distribution of 
the Rural Uplift Grant made by the Government of India came up 
for discussion before this House, there was almost a consensus of 
opinion that the whole amount should be utilised for the improvement 
of rural water-supply. The Hon'ble the Finance Member explained 
in his speech that nearly Rs. 13 lakhs is spent annually by Govern- 
ment, the district iKiards and union boards together on water-supply, 
but as there was a general desire in fav<iur of expediting the solution 
of this problem, Government have decided to all(»w the district Inmids 
to capitalise generally 50 per cent, of their three years’ average 
expenditure ending 1034-35 and in special cas<*s 75 per cent, of their 
three years’ programme. The average amount spent by the district 
Ixmrds during that period on water-supply is Rs. 4,80.000. If the 
life of the loan is made ten years, alK»ut Rs. 30 lakhs will Im‘ avail- 
able if the district lK)ards are allowed to capitalise 75 per cent, of 
their three years’ expenditure and Rs. 20 lakhs if they are allowed to 
capitalise 50 per cent. Government have decided to relax the condi- 
tion of one-third local distribution. It has l>een redu(‘ed to 20 per 
cent, in some cases and to the minimum of 5 per cent. District 
boards have also been given discretion to remit it altogether in special 
circum.stances in favour of backward areas, so that the areas will have 
to Ih* graded according to the economic conditi<jn of the people 
inhabiting the areas. Government in their scheme agreed to 

contribute the difference between ti per cent, interest and 3 per cent, 
interest and they will continue to do so. They will make an equated 
payment towards the loan charges. The money market being very 
easy, the interest charges on the proposed loans are not likely to be 
more than 44 per cent., so that the district boards will get these loans 
almost on payment of nominal interest. If the district lK)ards take 
advantage of this scheme, the solution of rural water-supply problem 
will certainly be greatly expedited. In this connection, I may point 
out that out of Re. 16 lakhs grant of the Government of India for rural 
water-supply Rs. 3,69,000 had been allotted for the establishment of 
union board dispensaries and improvement of rural water-supply. 
Normally, half of this amount would be available for the improvement 
of water-supply, and Government have already sanctioned a scheme for 
various districts amounting to Rs. 1,77,000 altogether. A sum of 
Es. 20,000 w still available for distribution to aoja 0 of the districts for 
wattor^pply, and the matter is under the conaider^ioa of Government. 
Goteiament have also decided to make a e^pHal ||rraati of B». 11,000 
to the public health co-operative soeieties started Briniketan imdet 
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the esgis of Santiniketan. The question of public health is bei!% 
tackled in its entirety, and Government believe that the money will 
be very well spent. If these public health societies prove a success, 
they will become the models for similar orj^anisations in other parts 
of the province. 

The provision for free vaccination, maternity and child welfare 
and augmentation grants remains exactly the same as in the current 
year’s budget. The grant for rural public health units also remains 
the same, that is, nearly Rs. 11,00,000 for 575 public health units. 

1 need hardly remind the House that tliis contribution is meant mainly 
for preventive work and not cumtive work. 

The same amount as in the current year’s Budget has also been 
provided for the British Empire Leprosy Relief Association for anti- 
leprosy work and for the Tuberculosis Association in Bengal. 
Besides this, a sum of Rs, 2,800 has been granted to the Kala-azar 
Commission out of the saving of the Public Health Budget. The 
Bankura District Ihiard has decided to establish 32 leprosy clinics, 
and Government in order to entourage their spirit of self-help have 
agreed to make a (ontribution of Rs. 2,700 for two years. 

The normal quinine grant is Rs. 1,20,(M)0. and this was increased 
by Rs. 00,000 last year; Rs. 40,000 to be distributed through the 
(Uvil Surgeons and the district Wirds and Rs. 20,000 worth of quinine 
for free distribution in selected areas. The whole of this Rs. 20,000 
worth of quinine could not be utili.sed, because of the less consumption 
of (juinine, so the Budget grunt on this head has been reduced by 
Rs. 14,000. There is an additional grant of little over Rs. 46,000. 
The (juinine would be distributed through *the district Ixiards and 
Civil Surgeons with the balam-e of quinine in hand, and quinine worth 
Rs. 6,000 from the current year’s grant would he distributed in the 
same- areas as in the current year directly in selected thanas. While 
on tlie subject of (piinine, I may again refer to the anti-malarial 
experiment with plasmochin and quinine which was being conducted 
in the Memari thana in the district of Burdwan. The experiment 
has been carried now for three years from the beginning of 193^1-34, 
and although the final report has not yet been made by the Director 
of Public Health, he has recently visited the area, and he is fully 
satisfied that the experiment, in his opinion, is a complete success. 
The incidence of malaria has <‘ome down by 80 per cent. ; where there 
used to be not le^ than 8 or 10 attacks during the year, there are now 

2 or 3 attacks. They are mild attacks. His report shows that the 
experiment has particularly benefited the school children. During 
1931-32 the attendance in .the schools during the four fever months 
(September to December) Was not naore than 39 per cent., whereas this 
attendance has increased to something like 93 per cent, in 1936-36. ' 
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As regards the anti-ludlowii operations that were being started in 
tbe vicinity of Calcutta, I think it is my duty to inform the House 
how matters stand. Government decided to (‘ontribute Rs. 23,000 on 
survey work, the balance of Rs. 23,000 Wing contributed by tlie local 
bodies and other concerns interested in the health of Calcutta and its 
vicinity. The whole area was divided into four sections, viz., 
Changail, Uluberia, Budge-Budge and Salt Lake Area. The Coriwra- 
tion of Calcutta and the District Board of the 24-Parganas, being 
chiefly interested in the operatif)!!^ carried on tlie Salt Lake Area, the 
Calcutta Corporation was asked to contribute Bs. 12.000, while the 
District Board of the 24-Parganas was asked to contribute Hs. 500; 
all the other local lK)dies and concerns agreed to make their contribu- 
tions. There was a conference with the representatives of the <lift‘er- 
ent Wdies interested, in which the Chief Executive Officer and the 
Health Officer of the Calcuta Corporation were aUo jiresent. I believe 
they made a recommendation to the Public Health Committee* of the 
Corporation for this amount, but uji till now we have not received any 
contril)ution nor an) satistactory reply from that Isnly. Government 
have therefore been obliged to dose down the control operations in the 
Salt Lake Area. If Government find on survey, which they pro|>o.se to 
carry on, that further control is necessary, and if the local !lK)die8 do 
not agree to make a voluntary contribution. Government will have no 
alternative than to bring in a Bill in order to make this contribution 
a statutory obligation of the local !f)odies. I need hardly emphasise 
the fact that the whole of this expenditure is really in the interest of 
Calcutta, and the Calcutta Corp<»rati(»n should bear a substantial jM)rtion 
of the cost. Government were very generous, if I may use that exjires- 
siou, in agreeing to contribute Rs. 23,000 of the cost and share the 
whole expenditure for survey. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: AVliat about the ludlowii menace P 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I am talking 

of ludlowii now. If the hoirble member will kindly listen to me, I 
am sure he will find his answer. 

There is a provision of Rs. 80,000 for inten.sive anti-malarial 
measures in rural areas. Out of this, Rs. 23,000 was spent in the 
current year on survey work in the vicinity of Calcutta. This question 
of utilisation of anti-malarial grant was considered by the chainnen of 
district boards at the conference held in 1935, and it was suggested 
that instead of making a grant through anti-malarial societies or the 
union Wards, the district Wards should be given a grant in order to 
enable them to take up more comprehensive stdiemes. As the amount 
wilPbardly be sufficient for the whole of the pi*ov«noe for big ichemei, 
Goveniment have decided that the-grant should be spent by the union 
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boards and anti-malarial societies, but in special cases they will han^ 
over the money to the district boards for anti-malarial measures of .a 
more comprehensive nature. 

With these few words I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 


Motions for reduction, 

Mrt P, BANERJI: I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 61,800 
under the head “33 A — Public health establishment — Pay of officers” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the fact that Government is 
taking no steps to prevent malaria at Sankarpur, in subdivision and 
police-stalion Narail, within the district of Jessore). 

Now, Sir, in commending my motion to the acceptance of the House, 
I wdll just refer to the Hon’ble Minister and see how he acquits himself 
this time of the charge that I am going to lay against him for the act 
that was done during his regime. The object of this motion is obvious, 
and I want to inform you, Sir, in the first place that this particular 
subject is not a new one before the House. Is it not regrettable, Sir, 
that such an important matter, a matter which concerns the very lives 
of the villagers, has not been able to draw attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister during the last five or six years? Memorials were filed with 
Hon’ble Minister in 1930 and also in 1932, questions were put in this 
House in 1931 and in 1934, but every time these poor people had to go 
back simply disappointed. Sir, it is known to us all that the district 
of Jessore which was once prosperous, flourishing and teeming with a 
smiling population, is now depopulated and turned into a hot-bed of 
malaria, cholera, kala-azar and other fell diseases w'hich have made 
their permanent home in the once wealthy and healthy breast of Jessore I 
In this place I like to mention that the village Sankarpur is one of the 
worst sufferers in the district. Sir, w'hile I am speaking on the subject, 
I take the data from the statement made in this house in answer to 
starred question No. 174 of 1931, by the present Hon’ble Minister. 
The death rate in village Sankarpur was 7, all of which died of 
malaria, against G w’hich is the birth rate. In the year 1929 the rates 
increased to 23, against 22 births, of which 15 died of malaria. 
And in the year 1930, the deaths were 17 against 10 births, out of which 
12 were the victims of malaria. This is the result of the three years 
mentioned. Now, Sir, I will draw the attention of the House to the 
oensuvs reports of village Sankarpur from the years 1901 to 1931. A 
glance at these figuras will convince the House of the seriouaceee of 
motion. In the yeir^ldOl the population was 1,393, in 1911 it #ai 
1,1^9, in 1921 thepoftiilKtion was 906 and in 1931 ithe numbe^clkm»dffm ^ 
to .542. These date will nhow the rate at which the village H going to 
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uc( depopulated either by death or desertion. Why?' It is simply 
because they are dying of the fell diseases, while others are now leaving 
the village only to save their lives. Is it not high time for the Govern- 
ment to take active steps in the matter? However, Sir, I will tell the 
House what the villagers have done to draw attention of the Govern- 
ment in order to get favourable consideration from them. The villagers 
submitted a memorial to the Hon'ble Minister in 11132, to which nothing 
was done. In 1934 the Hon’ble Minister in answer to starred question 
No. 1G9 of 24th March, 1934, admitted the submission of the memorial, 
but awaited a report that had been calleil for from the District Magis- 
trate which, to the regret of the Hon’ble Minister, was not forthcoming 
by that time. The Hon’ble Minister further assured the (juestioner that 
on receipt of the report from the Magistrate, he would be pleased to 
communicate it to the hon’ble member. I am sure. Sir, that you will 
be surprised to know that nothing was communicated to the hon’ble 
member as yet, nor had anything been done to remove the grievances. 
May I ask why? Is it because the Magistrate has not yet carried out 
the order of the Government? If so, I will enquire from the Hon’ble 
Minister as to what action lias been taken to get the report from the 
Magistrate. Again, if the Magistrate has submitted any rejiort, then 
I would request the Hon’ble Minister to let us know the date on which 
it was submitted and what action, if any, the Hon’ble Minister had 
taken to remove the grievances. Now, Sir, what I should like to 
impress upon the members of this House is that the grievances of these 
poor villagers will not be removed by making speeches on the floor of 
the House once every year. They want, as they have stated in their 
memorial, a few tube-wells in the village, the clearance of the jungles 
and free distribution of (juinine in the sea.son time. I think you will 
agree witb me that their demand is (|uite reasonable, and they require 
immediate and certainly favourable consideration from the Government. 
Now, Sir, there is another side of the shield. The Hon’ble Minister 
t^ld us that the experiment of giving plasmochin quinine was started 
in his own di,strict, or rather in his own constituency. And now he 
comes forwaixt to tell us that it appears from the report just 
received from the local officers that there has been an increase of 
93 per cent, in attendance in 193o-3G from that in 1931-32 when the 
attendance was only 39 per cent. Further, from the rejmrtfl of the last 
ten years, we And that the population of hia subdivision has increased 
to 130,773, whilst the population of the district of Jeasore has decreased 
by 51,055. May I know whether in this state of affairs it was right on 
the part of the Hon’ble Minister to carry coal to New Castle, and whether 
the experiment should not have been made in the district of JessoreF 
Taking the district as a whole, you know, Sir^ that it is that distriet 
where malaria originated for the first time in the whole of India, aad 
iho Hon’ble Minister’s predecessor in office once in reply to a question 
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said that during the last 36 years the population in the district of JessorC' 
had decreased by about 200,000. That is the state of things at presenj;. 
Anybody having knowledge of the census figures of Jessore knows 
that the district which was at one time a very prosperous one has now 
been reduced to an abode of wild animals. Therefore, is it not fair on 
the part of the Hon’hle Minister that the experiment should have been 
made in this place instead of in other places where the population is 
increasing by lakhs? That being the case, I ask the Hon ’hie Minister 
what was the particular reason for his carrying coal to New Castle? 
Therefore, I charge him with failure to take steps to prevent malaria 
in a place wdiere it was urgently necessary, and I think I am justified 
in doing so. I do not grudge for a moment his making the experiment 
in his own place. The point is that if it were possible for Government 
to make the experiment in all places, that would have been quite right. 
But when the Hon’hle Minister said that out of Rs. 20,000, Rs. 14,000 
had to he surrendered, it showed that there w'as no opportunity availed 
of for the distribution of quinine. Of course, the Hon’hle Minister will 
at once say that the district board or the local boards or the union boards 
could do it, hut the question is that these bodies did not get any help 
from Government in this direction, and whenever they approached 
Government — they .systematically approached Government in 1931, in 
1932 and also in subsequent years — the Hon’hle Minister said that the 
matter was under the consideration of Government, and he was awaiting 
a report from the District Magistrate. But up till now nothing has 
been done. When there was surplus money available, why did not 
Government in the Ministry of Public Health take up this matter? 
That is my grievance, particularly so far as this part of the district of 
Jessore is concerned. With these words, I commend my motion to the 
acceptance of the House. 

Tht Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, first of all I 
believe Mr. Banerji will expect some reply from me as to why the 
experiment w^as started in Burdwan instead of at Sankarpur in the 
district of Jessore. Government was guided in this* matter by the 
advice of the Director of Public Health and the area in Burdwan was 
considered to he the most suitable for the experiment. The Director 
of Public Health selected the area, as it was easily approachable from 
Calcutta, so that supervision over the experiment might be carried on 
by the officers of the department, and that is why Government selected 
Burdwan which is also malarious. It is not a case of carrying coal to 
New ('astle. Malarial fever is known as Burdwan fever. Unfortu- 
nately, my district stands in as much need of medical help and anti- 
malarial operations as any other district. I can assure him that when 
Government select the district it was not done in a parochial motive. 
In the memorial to which the hon’ble member has referred ttiere were 
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, namely, tliat tube-wells were nat sunk, clearing of jungles 
not done, provision of medical aid was not made and detection of 
the sale of adulterated foodstuffs was not properly carried out. These 
were the four allegations that were made in the memorial. The matter 
was thoroughly enquired into by the Sub<li visional Officer. I will 
simply read out the reply of the District Magistrate which will no doubt 
convince the House : — 

“The memorial submitted by the villagers of Sankarpur, police- 
station Narail, district Jessore, was chiefly about the alleged negligence 
on the part of the Jessore District Board, Narail Local Board, and 
Chandibarpur Union Board in regard to the sinking of tube-wells, 
clearing of jungles, provision of medical aid and detection of sale of 
adulterated foodstuffs in the village. From an enquiry made by the 
Subdivisional Officer of Narail, it appears that there is little substance 
in these allegations as the following will show; — 

(1) No tube-well could be sunk at Sankarpur as the memorialists 
were not prepared to contribute one-third of the cost. It is reported 
that a tube- well was sunk in the year 1933-34 at Goalbathan, in the same 
union and within 3 miles of Sankarpur, as the local people and the 
Chandibarpur Union Board joined together in paying the one-third 
contribution. 

(2) It is not possible for the local union board with its limited 
resources to undertake the clearing of jungles in every village within 

union; but the board took steps to have the roadside jungles cleared 
during .1933-34. It is, however, open to the memorialists to start an 
anti-malarial society for the purpose as has been done in the neighbour- 
ing village of Kurulia with excellent result.” 

They were requested to start anti-malarial societies, but the people 
were indifferent. Again, to come back to the report, regarding provi- 
sions for medical aid, it is said : — 

“The allegations are without foundation. Quinine and cinchona 
have been distributed by the sanitary* officers direct as well as through 
the union board since 1930. The people of the village also received 
treatment at the neighbouring kala-azar centres of Habokhali and 
Chandibarpur. The sanitary staff have vi.sited the village very fre- 
quently every year and carried on vaccination. There is also a scheme 
for the establishment of a dispensary at Naldi to be supported by three 
union boards, but it cannot be proceeded with until the financial condi- 
tion improves. 

Regarding the detection of sale of adulterated foodstuffs, the sanitary 
officers visited the Naldi, Mithapur and Tantandanga baasars and sent 
up several cases under the Bengal Food Adulteration Act. 


^ur charges 
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Af regards certain other allegations, rii., the fouling of river 
by the throwing of carcasses and the committing of nuisances, it m^y 
be noted that the sanitary staff get very little co-operation from the 
public in such matters, and the memorialists can do much by educating 
public opinion.” 

Sir, I think this report of the Subdivisional Officer is a complete 
reply to the allegations made by the hon’ble memlber, and I oppose the 
motion. 

The motion was put and lost. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that the demj^ud 
of Rs. 4,8-5,000 under the bead “O-IA — Public health establishment — (a) 
Director of Public Health” be reduced by Rs. 100 (failure to remove 
nuisances, e.g., the trenching-grounds, within the crow'ded localities 
and municipalities). 

I have tabled this motion to draw the attention of Government 
towards the removal of public nuisances from the town areas of the 
municipalities, and the nuisances are mostly regarding the trenching# 
grounds. On a previous occasion 1 raised this same question, but the 
reply of the Hon’ble Minister was very unsatisfactory and disappoint- 
ing. He took up the plea that it was a “local” condition, and it was 
for the local bodies to look into the matter. 1 w’as simply surprised 
to have such a reply from the Hon’ble Minister on the last occasion. It 
was amazing that the Hon’ble Minister did not know the re.sponsibility 
that was his. 'When the people are disappointed in not getting reiieff 
from the local bodies, they approach Government, and this was a case 
of that nature. The people of Howrah have been crying hoarse oviT 
the removal of the trenching-ground from the midst of a very crowded 
area in the northern section of the town, and for the removal of that 
trenching-ground they have been carrying on vigorous and persistent 
correspondence with the authorities concerned. This trenching-ground 
is located at Nandibagan in vSalkia. The Divisional Commissioner at 
Chinsura was addressed as also the Director of Public Health — I mean 
the ex-Director, Dr. Bentley. He personally inspected the trenching- 
ground and expressed himself as awfully disgusted with the conditions 
that prevailed there; the nuisance and the awful stench that emanated 
from the dumping of night-soil refuse, the carcasses of dead animals was 
eo great that even passengers in railway trains — I may say that the 
railway lines are' only at a few yards’ distance from the trenching-ground 
— even those passengers &re troubled with that stench, and they have 
complained of it. The railway authorities have also complained 
about this nuisance, but so far no action has yet been taken to remove 
these nuisances from the midst of the town. The people also approach- 
ed the late Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, while he was ^e Mimster in 
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charge of the Local Self-GoTcrnment Department, and he said in his 
reply that when the provisions of the Calcutta Municipal Act would be 
extended to Howrah, the conditions would be improved then. After 
this, Sir, the provisions of the Calcutta Municipal Act have been extend- 
ed to Howrah since the year 1933. Even now, Sir, the conditions 
remain the same as they were ever before, although the agitation for 
the removal of these trenching-grounds was started as far back as 
the year 1920. it is needless to emphasize the necessity for the 

removal of these trenching-grounds. Only recently, n jietition was 
addressed to the Director of Public Health by a large number of inhabi- 
tants of that place and most of them were hanjans% The petition was 
forwarded by me to the Director of Public Health, and the Assistant 
Director of Public Health went there and saw things with his own eyes. 
But he said that they were ab.solutely powerless in the matter, and that 
it was for the municipality to look into these affiairs. 1 want to know 
whether if any municipality or any local body does not remove the real 
grievances of the people, should not the local Government come in and 
interfere in the matter and compel the municipality concerned to take 
action? The Assistant Director simply advised the people of the 
locality to form health units and health societies and follow the example 
of Mahatma (iandhi and do tlie sweeping and carry night-soil by 
themselves, thus relieving the municipality of their burden, so that in 
that way funds wouhl be available; and when funds were available the 
trenoliing-ground could he removed ! It was nice advice, Sir, that the 
Assistant Director gave to the people. It is liigh time, Sir, that this 
matter should be seriously taken up by the Government. Not only 
this trenching-ground that I am speaking of but all others sliould be 
removed — of course, as I come from that area I am more interested in 
that, but, Sir, this is the condition which prevails practically in all parts 
of Bengal, in all municipalities in Bengal — except within the limits of 
the Calcutta Corimratifuj. Sir, the method of removal of night- 
soil and the disposal of sewage is still as oldish as it was in the days of 
the ancient kings, such as Chandragupta or Asoke. It has not improved 
even by a jot, altlmugh a civilized GoveT*nm<ent are ruling here in Bengal 
for such a length of time and although the Ministry of Local Self- 
Government spend a lot of money for the improvement of the health 
conditions in Bengal. It remains a patent fact that the way in which 
night-soil is removed is awfully disgraceful to any civilized town or any 
civilized country. The night-soil carts pass through the streets 
throughout the day and night carrying night-.s<»il to the extreme 
repugnance of the passengers, pedestrians and the inhabitants of that 
locality, and they dump the contents at a place which is in the midst of 
a crowded locality. There is also a case which I know of, in Napara 
and Manna para on the east side of the Barrackpore Trunk Road, where 
also the people feel gre^t liflBculty. It is a very narrow lane, only three 
90 
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or four feet wide, and through that lane broken night-soil carts ar^T^ 
allowed to pass, scattering night-soil throughout the lane through which 
they pass to the trenching-ground. If these trenching-grounds are 
removed to another locality, if arrangements are made for the removal 
of night-soil in a more decent way, then, of course, the grievances of 
the public will be no more. Under these circumstances, is it not 
possible for the Government to rouse up the municipalities to take 
action in this matter and improve the conditions regarding the disposal 
of sewage? Nowadays, septic-tank latrines have very well replaced the 
old system of disposal of sewage, and if that system is employed, inetead 
of the old system, I think that much of the grievances can be removed; 
or if lorries are employed in place of broken, wooden, night-soil carts, 
then, also, the nuisance might be mitigated to a great extent. With 
these words. Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mauivi HA88AN ALIS I beg to give my whole-hearted support 
to this motion. A similar motion relating to the trenching-ground 
of the Dinajpur Municipality has been tabled by me, but I think it 
is advisable for me to speak on this motion, because I may not have 
the opportunity of moving my own. These municipal trenching- 
grounds have been a standing public nuisance. The Hon’ble Minister 
for Public Health should pay particular attention to them. With 
regard to the Dinajpur Municipality, there is a trenching-ground 
which is within the municipal town. I wish to give certain facts 


from the report of the A.ssistant Director of Public Health. The 
report is dated 2()tb May, and it runs thus: — 

“The chief objectionable feature of the trenching ground is its 
close proximity to dwelling houses. It is only about 50 feet from the 
railway line. The approximate nearest distances from the various 
houses are given below: — 

Direction, 

Distance from 
trenching- 
ground. 

Houses. 


ft. 


East 

50 

PUilway level -crossing, 16 or 16 
houses near it. 

North 

300 

Bejoy Babu Pleader’s house. 


300 

House of Rebati M. Bhatta* 
oharjee. 


325 

Khaililsa Hans house. 

North -Weet 

400 

Horamba Ganguli’s house. 


450 

Jnanendra N. Sircar’s boose. 

West 

260 

Kammi Kumar Banerji's house. 


300 

Jagabandhu Qhoae’s house. 


450 

Lyon’s Hindu Hoetel. 
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“There are a good many other houses wiihin 500 feet. It would be 
mtich better if the municipality would "select a new land for trench- 
ing, at least one-fourth of a mile from town. I would like to say 
that mere pious wish like this would not do. I appeal to the Hon’ble 
Minister for Public Health to take this into his serious consideration 
and see that the trenching-ground is removed from its present site. 
The Divisional Commissioner after his recent visit to the town has 

made a similar recommendation.” 

# 

HI*. Ki Cl IIAY CHOWDHURY: I myself was a resident of 
Ho#rah for a good many years, and I have personal experience of 
wh^t nty friend Dr. Gho.se has .said. But his lecture on the minis- 
terial responsiblity is out of question, because it is the priimiry 
duty of the Howrah Municipality to look into this (juestioii. In fact, 
under the Municipal Act this responsibility rests on the commis- 
sioners, and I must say that the commissioners of the Howrah Muni- 
cipality have totally neglected their duties. When the Royal (Com- 
mission on Labour visited certain areas in the Howrah Municipality 
and inspected some of tlie bustees, they reported that the Howrah 
Municipality was one of the worst from the point of view of sanita- 
tion, and when the Howrah Municipality denied it, the Royal (om- 
missioners challenged them t<» prove that their statement was wrong. 
As a matter of fact, there is no other municipality in Bengal which is 
so callous to the insanitary conditions of its town as the Howrah 
Municipality is. 1 should, therefore, ask Dr. Ghose to look into the 
matter and to shoulder the re.sponsibility which is his and his fellow- 
commissioners and not to thrust that responsibility on the Ministry. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Sir, 1 am one of those who have 
grievances with regard to municipal trenching-grounds. In our own 
municipality, there is a trenching-ground which is situated in the 
midst of houses of respectable men. I put questions and got 
answers regarding it. Within 200 yards of the trenching-ground in 
Jessore. there are house.s of officers and others which are gradually 
extending towards that direction. The town could have extended 
further in that direction, had not the trenching-ground been there as 
a barrier. So far as the other sides of the town are concerned, there 
are various difficulties in every direction for the expansion of the 
town, and it is only in this direction that the town can conveniently 
expand. I have brought this question many times to the notice of 
the Hon ^ble Minister by means of cut motions lost year and the year 
before, but the Hon’ble Minister seemed to be quite unmindful of it. 
His answer has been that it is the municipality which is primarily 
responsible in this matter. I do not disagree with him, but 1 cannot 
understand why, just as in other municipal matters, the Ministry of 
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Local Self-GoVfcrnment have got nothing to do in this matter? Thc^ 
Hon’ble Minister can at least ask the municipality to remove t)ie 
trenching-ground. In our district of Jessore, the land is not very 
costly. Sir, the municipality seems not to mind this question and 
not to direct their attention towards this. Therefore, a direction from 
the Ministry of Local Self-Government will help us much. After all. 
Sir, a directing influence is sometimes necessary to make men do 
their duly in a proper way. It may be necessary to have an outside 
influence and outside guidance, although there is inHination and 
intention on the part of a local body to do sometjiing. I would, 
therefore, request the Hon’ble Minister and the Director of Public 
Health to look into this question. I understand that as a rffeult% of 
my questions and cut motions, an enquiry was made by an afficem of 
the Public Health Department. But the gentleman simply Went . 
there, did not go to the localit}^ himself, did not satisfy himself as to 
whether my charge was correct or not, but he simply consulted the 
health officer of the district board who had no concern in the matter 
and, without collecting any data for himself, he came out with the 
report which he had from the health othcer. That being so, I ask 
the Hon’ble Minister to take up the matter again this year. It is 
his last year of administration — of course, I am not certain, and I 
speak subject to correction — but it seems in all probability that it is 
the last year, and, therefore, I would request him to leave behind a 
lasting name so far as my district is concerned, by doing something 
for the removal of the municipal trenching-ground in Jessore. It 
will not do to say, as one of the vSecretaries told me last year, that 
the trenching-ground was there since 1879 or 1880, and that there 
was no objection raised against it during the last 50 years, and that 
therefore we have no case at all. I fail to understand the reason and 
novelty of that argument. But as the town is extending in that 
direction, it is necessary to remove the trenching-ground from there. 
The very fact that objection is now raised shows that there is a 
genuine grievance. If the Hon’ble Minister does not look up to our 
grievances but depends on his subordinates, we have no way out of 
our difficulty. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will not cast away my 
appeal to the winds in the way in which it was done last year. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Dr. Ghose 
started by saying that my reply to his resolution last year was very 
disappointing. I am afraid. Sir, it ie not going to be more en- 
wuraging this year. I might remind him that the duty about the 
trenching-ground lies entirely with the municipality. Dr. Ghose is 
an elected commissioner of the Howrah Municipality. It is a rich 
municipality, the second municipality in the province, and if it 
cannot do its duty properly, the course left open to Government is to 
supersede the municipality and to take our responsibility. I would a«k 
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*^Dr. Gkose in all seriousness if he suggests that course* If he does 
ngt, then he will have to depend on the good sense of himself and of 
his brother commissioners. Sir, if the Director of Public Health is 
of opinion that a particular trenching-ground is a source of nuisance 
and if Government are satisfied that in spite of the fact being brought 
to the notice of the municipality concerned they are not taking 
adequate steps to abate the nuisance, Government can certainly under 
the Municipal Act compel the municipality to take necessary steps. 
This matter has been brought to the notice of the Howrah Munici- 
pality by the ratepayers. Evidently, in the opinion of the municipality 
it is not a very great nuisance, or it can afford to spend money in finding 
a new trenching-ground in the vicinity of Howrah which is admittedly 
a costly area. Sir, I would suggest that the hon’ble meml>er should 
agitate this question in the municipality as a commissioner on behalf 
of the ratepayers. If it is a real grievance on the part of the rate- 
payers, why should they return persons who are so very indifferent 
to their grievances'^ AVhy should they do it? That fact shows that 
the ratepayere do not feel the grievance to that extent at least to which 
Hie hon’ble mover wants us to Ibelieve (Du. Giiose: Hear! hear!) 
The honlble member forgets that it is his duty and that he should not 
come and make a grievance of the negle<*t of his own duty in this 
House. If his allegations are correct then the hon’ble member must 
admit that he or his brother commiseioners have failed to carry out 
their duties, and they should resign and make room for more competent 
persons. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: When, to-morrow ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is extremely 
difficult to introduce underground sewerage sjstem in every muni- 
cipality. It is a question of means and the underground Be\verage 
system is only possible in municipalities with big income. As regards 
the Dinajpur trenching-ground, our information is that it is not a 
source of nuisance; on the other hand, it is the private privies that 
are not properly cleaned and kej)t in proper condition. The trench- 
ing-ground is not a source of nuisance — that is our information. 
Similarly, in the Jessore Municipality, where there is a trenching- 
ground, it is not a source of nuisance. It is not a source of nuisance 
to the town, but it may be a source of nuisance to those houses that 
have been built near the trenching-ground. Those who have gone and 
built their hoxises near the trenching ground cannot complain of the 
nuisance. 

Mauivi 8YEO MAJID BAK8H: But the town has extended and 
is axtending. 
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The Hon'ibI* Sir BIJOV PRASAD SINGH ROY: If the towii^ 

extends near the trenching-ground, the people must suffer. It. is 
not always within the means of small municipalities like Dinajpur 
and Jessore to change their trenching-grounds every other day. This 
matter was thoroughly enquired into by the District Magistrate as a 
result of a question put in this House, and his report was that it was 
not a source of nuisance except to the houses that were built near the 
trenching-ground. So there is absolutely no substance in the con- 
tention that the trenching-ground is a source of nuisance to the town 
generally and that Government did not pay sufficient attention to it. 

I repeat that the responsibility rests primarily with the municipalities 
and not with Goveniinent. If the municipalities do not discharge their 
duties properly, the only course left open is to supersede those munici- 
j>alities. Instead of following the advice of Mahatma Gandhi in the • 
words of Dr. Amulya Katan Ghose, does he advise Government to follow 
the method, of Herr Hitler? 

I oppose the motion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

(The Council then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After Adjournment.) 

(Here the time allotted for the discussion of the demand for 
Public Health having been reached, the main demand was put.) 

The main demand was then put and agreed to. 


34 — Agriculture. 

The Hon*ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to 
move that a sum of Rs. 23,67,000 be granted for expenditure under 
the head “34 — Agriculture.” 

The main features of the Budget have been explained in the 
Financial Statement and I shall deal with the more important items 
later on. 

As this is the last Budget under the present regime, I venture to 
take stock of the w'ork done by the development departments in my 
portfolio. 

Sir, ours was a poor man’s heritage for reasons which are well 
known to the House. A tale of woes followed from the economic 
depression since 1929-30 when I came into office. We had, therefore, 
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carry on under the most difficult financial conditions, and retrench- 
ment came in train. Although handicapped by the limitations 
imposed by financial stringency and retrenchments, we have been 
able to do some solid work as 1 shall presently explain. 

Ours is mainly an agricultural country. Agriculture is and must 
be the mainstay in Bengal. 

The policy of the Bengal Agricultural Department has, therefore, 
been to secure the economic advancement of the agricultural popula- 
tion by popularising the adoption of better methods of farming and 
improved varieties of crops, fertilisers and implements as well as by 
improving their stock. 

As pointed out by the Royal Commission on Agriculture in 
India, the basis of agricultural progress is research and experiment. 
The research work of the department is mainly conducted at the 
Central Research Station at Dacca, which is the headquarters of the 
Chemical, Botanical and Fibres Sections, while at the Cattle Section 
at the Dacca Farm, problems connected with animal husbandry are 
under investigation. The Engineering Section is also engaged in 
the production of improved machinery and appliances suitable to the 
needs of the agriculturists. 

Valuable results have already been obtained by the production of 
iniproved races of paddy, jute, sugarcane, tobacco, pulses, oilseeds, 
etc. Among the departmentally-improved races of rice, which have 
been introduced, ^7^drasally dudsar, jhingasaily tihikchuri, and iiagra 
arc* the best varieties of avmn or winter paddies, while hataktara, 
surjamukhi and chamak are the best heavy-yielding varieties of a/us 
paddies. The yield of these varieties is not less than one maund more 
per higfui than that from the cultivator’s seeds, and, consequently, 
they have been very popular and have been adopted extensively by the 
cultivators. 

Though jute seems to be an outcast at the present moment, it has 
been the principal cash crop of the province. The improved races of 
lowland jute, known as kakya homhaij 11 85 and I) 154, and the high- 
land jute, known as Chinsura green, are familiar to all jute-growers, 
(tn an average, these improved races of jute yield at least 25 per cent, 
more per higha than the ordinary local races. 

Sugarcane is in great demand now. Tana, the tough Mauritius 
which was at one time very popular as a jj^wr-making cane, besides 
being hard enough to resist the ravages of wild animals, has now given 
way to Coimbatore 213, which, in the course of the last six years, has 
attained great popularity. It gives at least 25 maunds of gut per 
higha as against 15 maunds which is the normal yield of local canes. 
There is a heavy demand for its cuttings which it has been found 
difficult to meet. 
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At the Burirhat Farm in Rangpur district attention is devoted to-^ 
tobacco. Excellent improvements have been made in this crop. Not 
only has the use of selected seeds of improved tobacco, especially 
motihari, spread rapidly in the tobacco-growing tracts, but already 
there is an appreciable demand for it in other places. Of the total 
area of over nine hundred thousand highas under tobacco in 1934-35, 
Rangpur alone accounted for six hundred thousand higJias. As a 
result of research, for every maund of improved tobacco the Bengal 
cultivator receives double the price for the leaf he produces. 

A great deal of research work is now in hand,' and I am glad to be 
able to say that we have effected a liaison with the Universities of 
Calcutta and Dacca in this respect. With the facilities offered by the 
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research, the scope of research has 
been expanded, and the following schemes have been taken up: — 

(1) Research on trade rices. 

(2) Study of problems of animal nutrition. 

(3) Scheme for sugarcane seedling station at Dacca. 

(4) Cane-crushing and ^wr-boiling experiments. 

(5) Study of soil problems. 

(6) Sugarcane investigation, 

(7) Fruit research. 

(8) Marketing of agricultural produce. 

(9) Investigation of diseases of animals. 

(10) Investigation into methods of extraction of flax fibre. 

(11) Research into the systematic collection of medicinal plants 

and study of food poisons by Lieutenant-Colonel Chopra. 

(12) Agricultural research at the Dacca T^niversity. 

(13) Research into properties of colloid soil constituents by 

Professor J. N. Mukherji of the Calcutta University. 

(14) Investigation on experimental errors in field trials by 

Professor P. C. Mahalanobis of the Calcutta University. 

(15) Investigation into the organic constituents of Indian soils by 

Professor J. C. Ghosh of the Dacca University. 

Mfi NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, we cannot hear anything, 
nor c.an we follow the Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUIt of Ratafipuri 

Sir, as the time allotted for the discussion of the demand is very short, 

I have got to finish my speech in as little time as poesihle. 
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Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Why not then supply us with a 
copy of the speech, so that we can follow you? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUIp of Ratanpur: 

Turning now to the demonstration side, we have divided the province 
into three circles for administrative purposes, namely, the Western, 
comprising the Presidency and Burdwan Divisions; the Eastern, com- 
prising the Dacca and Chittagong Divisions; and the Northern, which 
covers the Rajshahi Division. There are three Deputy Directors in 
charge of these circles working under the direction and control of the 
Director and Assistant Director. In these circles, there are 22 district 
and other farms in charge of District Agricultural Officers. These 
officers not only attend to the work of the farms, but also look after 
the general agricultural work in their respective districts. They also 
encourage private enterprise in farming. The number of these officers 
is 30. Under them are employed 101 demonstrators whose main func- 
tion is to get into touch with the cultivator in his village home, and 
to demonstrate on his land the improved methods, etc., recommended 
by the department with a vi<‘w to securing their widespread adoption. 
It has been the aim of (iovernment to place one demonstrator in 
charge of each of the 600 thfi?uis in the province with suitable arrange- 
ment for supervision, but financial stringency has stood in the way. 
We have, however, been able to provide for ten additional demonstra- 
tors in the Budget now before the House. 

The results obtained front demoiihtration and propaganda have, on 
the whole, been very encouraging. There are 272 private farms of 
which 124 are in the Western Circle, 97 in the Eastern and 51 in the 
Northern Circles. Remarkable progress has been made in the multi- 
plication and distribution of pure line departmental paddy seed. In 
1934-45 there were <T34 paddy centres against 200 in 1928-29. With 
the Government of India grant for rural uplift, we have arranged to 
establish 450 additional seed multiplication and demonstration farms 
in union board areas. At the present time, 114 union boards are 
actually engaged in seed production. 

There w^as an increase in the area under sugarcane which now 
covers a total area of 976,200 acres, principally in the districts of 
Rajshahi, Dinajpur, Bogra, Malda, Dacca, Mymensingh, Faridpur 
and Bakarganj. Naturally, there has been a heavy demand for 
departmental cane. During the last seven years, over thirty million 
sugarcane cuttings were distributed. Sugarcane mills are also grow- 
ing up apace. It is reported that 45 mills are now working, of which 
six are large white sugar factories. The ten-ton 'sugar mill designed 
by the Agricultural Engineer is gaining in popularity. Smaller types 
of two to a half ton power mills or crushers hatye also been designed 
to suit the requirements of men with limited means. Improved types 
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of molaBsee and rab furnaces have also been made ayailable. Over ^ 
nine hmulred thousand Napier grass cuttings and about 700 maunds 
of groundnut seed have been distributed this year. The quantity of 
paddy 8ee4> ^listributed during the last seven years exceeded 77,000 
maunds. 

To sum up, during the last seven years, the total estimated area 
under improved departmental crops — paddy, jute and sugarcane — has 
increased from six hundred and fifty thousand to thirty-seven million 
one hundred thousand highas at an expenditure of about eight lakhs 
of rupees on research and experiment from the Provincial and Imperial 
Council funds and of nearly eleven lakhs of rupees on demonstration 
and propaganda. 

Owing to the adoption of the improved races of departmental seeds 
On this scale, it is calculated that the aggregate income of the Bengal 
cultivators should have been in the vicinity of two crores, but for the 
unfortunate causes due to worldwide trade depression which led to a 
fall in the prices of commodities. 

Since the Great War, the economic balance has been disturbed and 
the internalionul trade upset, and as a result, the ])roducer has been 
the greatest sufferer as he could not obtain a price which would cover 
the cost of production and give a reasonable return for his labour. 
The whole question w'as discussed at tlie Provincial Economic Conference 
at Delhi in April, 19d4, in the deliberations of which I had the honour 
to take part. The scheme for the marketing of agricultural produce 
owes its inception to the recommendation of the Conference. Provin- 
cial marketing staff were employed last year. They have already taken 
up em|uiries under the following heads — (1) wheat, (2) rice, (3) linseed, 
(4) groundnut, (5) tobacco, (fi) cattle, (7) milk, (8) hides and skins, 
(9) eggs, and (10) fruits. 

Next in importance is the problem of cattle improvement, the magni- 
tude of wliich will be realised from the fact that the total cattle 
population in Bengal is over twenty-five millions. Cattle-breeding 
operations have hitherto been carried out in the Rangpur Cattle Farm 
and the Cattle Section at the Dacca Farm. Much to our regret as a 
measure of retrenchment, we had to close down the Rangpur Cattle Farm 
in 1934. There are 356 bulls standing at stud in the districts, capable 
of serving annually over 35,000 cows. In the last few years over 150 
bulls were issued from the cattle fanns. Considerable progress has 
been made in the improvement of live-stock in the districts of Malda, 
Rajshahi, Nadia and Hooghly where live-stock officers were posted. In 
these districts, definite improvement in the stock of cattle has been 
made, and the people are now able to breed and rear their own bullocks 
without having to. purchase them from outside the province^ A great 
impetus has also been given to the cultivation of fodder crops in these 
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difltricta. Under the premium system » 400 bulls have been distributed 
frjse to villagers who are also given a premium of Rs. 5 per nonth for 
the upkeep of each bull. These bulls can serve annually sone 40,000 
cows. Great interest also attaches to the scheme for the improvement 
of cattle and fodder crops which will shortly be introduced in the 
districts of Malda, Rajshahi, Hooghly, Bankura, Nadia, Murshidabad, 
Noakhali, Tippers, Dacca, and Faridpur. It is proposed to distribute 
100 pure bred bulls in each of the above 10 districts, the number 
of bulls thus amounting to 1,000 in all. Ten Veterinary Assistant 
Surgeons will be employed to assist the live-stock officers who will 
be in charge of the scheme in the work of propaganda, inspection, 
castration and immunisation of young stock. It is expected that in 
six years’ time those ten districts w’ill be completely stocked with 
half-bred bulls and in course of time there will be no need for the 
importation of bullocks in these districts from outside the province. 
The cost on account of the imported bullocks is estimated at Rs. 60 
lakhs per annum at present. 

While on the subject of cattle, 1 may mention the useful work 
done by the (’ivil Veterinary Department on the prevention of epidemic 
diseases and treatment of cattle in the mufassal. The average number 
of animals treated in the villages and in hospitals and dispensaries 
is about two hundred and fifty thousand per annum, while the average 
figure for inoculations comes to not less than one hundred and fifty 
thousand. Provision has also been made for the establishment of a 
Goat Tissue Vaccine Depot in Calcutta with nine additional staff 
Veterinary Assistant Surgeons. This vaccine is a very potent and at 
the same time very cheap prophylaxis against rinderpest which takes a 
heavy toll of cattle life in Bengal. VVe have already received a request 
from the Veterinary Department of Assam for a sui)ply of this serum 
which we hope to be able to meet. In recent months severe 
outbreaks of rinderpest in the districts of Noakhali and Bakarganj 
were very successfully controlled by the use of the goat tissue vaccine. 
Up to January, 19-16, allK)ut two hundred and fifty thouHund animals had 
been treated with this vaccine. 

With regard to poultry improvement, a measure of success was 
achieved in three selected villages in Dacca, Rajshahi and Hooghly 
districts in which experiments were conducted last year by the distri- 
bution of cockerels and eggs. There were 1,440 eggs for hatching 
distributed free of charge, and 1,643 sold, in addition 316 birds for 
breeding were sold. It has been decided to extend the scheme in 
selected villages by the distribution of mating birds in the ten districts 
in which cattle improvement work will be initiated. 

la the Co-operative Department the difficulties due to the economic 
d^ressioB ^which was beginning when I took ovkr charge wen 
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enonnotiflly handicapped by the collapse of the ill-started jute sale 
and supply societies. Even in times of prosperity losses on the scale 
of those incurred in this venture would have put a most serious strain 
on the resources of the movement. Coming as they did at a time of 
prolonged depression, their effect was very much more serious. In 
estimating the progress made and the activities which it was open 
to the department to undertake in the period between 1929 and uow, 
it is necessary to make full allowance not only for the acuteness of 
the economic crisis in general, but also for the aggravation of condi- 
tions which resulted from the locking up in societies under liquida- 
tion of such a large proportion of the working capital of the co-opera- 
tive movement. As far as the Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank 
is concerned, the sum which has been thus immobilised is well over 
Rs. 20 lakhs and even now represents about 11 per cent, of the total 
borrowed capital of the bank. This bank has suffered by far the 
most heavily, but there is a further sum, perhaps as much as one-third 
of the amount of its investment, thus frozen which was contributed to 
the jute sale and supply societies by other co-operative organisations 
and has for years been similarly kept out of circulation. 

In the very difficult conditions which resulted, it may be claimed 
as an indication of the strength of the movement that there has been 
no spectacular disaster. This result is attributable primarily to the 
guarantee by Government of a cash credit of Rs. 30 lakhs in 
favour of the Provincial Cooperative Bank. But it is perhaps 
an even more notable fact that the mere guarantee of this 
credit was sufficient to restore public confidence, and there was no 
need fo utilise the facility. There was no run on the banks, and the 
depositors have been content to show most praiseworthy forbearance 
in the face of the banks’ difficulty in meeting deposits as they mature. 
The depositor have indeed been very considerably better off than those 
who have invested in a number of other loan business and joint- 
stock banks, for speaking generally, although they have been called 
upon to show the banks indulgence both as regards the repayment of 
capital and as regards the rates of interest, they have not failed to 
get more or less regularly some return on their deposits. If there 
were nothing else to point to during the period from 1929-33, this 
retention of the confidence and good-will of depositors would be no 
mean achievement. 

There is, however, something more to put to the credit of the 
movement during this period. As the House knows (and I think 
the House entirely approves) the policy of the department has 
necessarily been one of consolidation. It was indeed possible at the 
beginning of 1935 to lift the ban on the organisation of fresh 
societies, and to sanction a policy of cautious progress under adequate 
safeguards. The safeguards aim first at prevention of overfinaneing 
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and the use of short-term loans for long-term purposes, secondly, at 
increased supervision, particularly over the issue of the loans to pre- 
vent the appropriation of an unjust proportion by the panchayats of 
societies and the issue of fresh loan before previous commitments have 
been liquidated and, thirdly, at a sound investment of the new 
societies’ reserve funds. But we have found that the central banks 
are in general not anxious to extend their business, and they wisely 
prefer to direct their energies towards strengthening their own i>osi- 
tion by the reduction of liabilities. There has, therefore, been no 
advantage taken of the removal of the embargo on the organisation of 
new societies. Nevertheless, there has been some progress since 
1929. We then had about 22,500 societies; we now have 23,400. 
Against a membership of 750,137 then, w’e have now 830,24(1. The 
working capital used in the movement was in 1929-30 less than Rs. 15 
crores, but is now' w'ell over Rs. 18 crores. The interlocking of 
finance and the inclusion of reserve funds in this sum obscures the 
very substantial increase in cash investments by individuals which 
have risen from Rs. 7*12 crores in 1929-30 to Rs. 9 17 crores in 1934- 
35. Moreover, it has been possible to effect a very considerable 
alleviation of the burden of interest charges on the members of 
primary societies. Depositors in the central banks have in most 
cases agreed to substantial reductions in the rates of interest which 
have enabled the banks in turn to pass on concessions to their affiliated 
societies. The nature of these conce.ssions can be estimated from the 
calculation made by the Registrar of (o-operative Societies that the 
annual interest charges from societies have been reduced by about 
Rs. 2*87 lakhs. The societies in their turn have been able to pass on 
a much greater degree of relief to their members: on Joans outstand- 
ing of about Rs. 4-17 crores the general reduction in interest rates 
levied on members is estimated by the Registrar to be on an average 
about 3 per cent. There has, therefore, been achieved already a 
reduction of annual interest charges on co-operative loans owing by 
the cultivators amounting on this computation to about Rs. 12^ lakhs. 

In addition to this achievement, there are new* activities either 
already initiated or projected, and likely to be initiated during the 
next year. The projects already put into operation are the institu- 
tion of land mortgage banks and the scheme for the improvement of 
the handloom industry. In the near future it is intended to effect a 
further strengthening of the staff and to launch a ‘‘five-year plan” of 
co-operative training and education. Government have also under 
consideration schemes for experimental jute and paddy sale societies. 
I shall deal later in rather more detail with these new activities. In 
the conditions which I have indicated, however, I feel able to claim 
that, in spite of 7 years of economic depression and strain, the depart- 
ment now faces the future in a stronger position and with greater 
confidence than for many years past. 
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The revised estimate for 1935-36 presents no very striking features 
and the divergence from the Budget will be commented on in pass- 
ing. I had an opportunity last year during the July and August 
session of giving the House a bird’s eye view of the department’s 
activities, and I shall to-day concentrate on two only, namely, the 
land mortgage banks and the handloom weaving scheme. Three 
banks (at Mymensingh, Pabna and Comilla) were registered in 1934 
and two (at Jessore and Birbhum) in 1935. Up to the end of Feb- 
ruary, 1936, these banks had received 2,055 applications for loans 
aggregating Rs. 9,60,145. Of these applications, 446 have been 
passed by the banks and the amount of loan sanctioned is Rs. 2,53,471. 
The actual sum issued on loan so far is Rs. 130,764. Applications 
for loan have not been accepted without a scaling-down of the debts 
of those to whom loans are issued; results here are encouraging, and 
in Mymensingh and Pabna the percentage of reduction is between 41 
and 43. I notice that there are a number of token cut motions tabled 
for the purpose of raising discussion on the policy of the department 
in this matter. I have a fuller exposition till they are reached, but 
meantime I cannot do better than quote the reply given by His 
Excellency Sir John Anderson to an address presented to him at 
Chinsura on the 28th August last. He said : — 

“Government intend to open land mortgage banks gradually 
throughout Bengal, but the extent to which this can be done must 
depend primarily on the results shown by those established as an 
experimental measure. If, as Government hope, these prove sound 
financially and an effective means of freeing the agricultural popula- 
tion from its burden of debt, they will not hesitate to establish 
further banks.” 

As regards the scheme for the improvement of the handloom 
industry, the progress has been rather slower than we hoped when 
framing the Budget. We have been unable to count on utilising 
Rs. 6,000 out of the allotment voted for pay of establishment and 
Rs. 48,000 out of the sum for “Supplies and services.” In parenthesis 
I may say that this accounts for Rs. 54,000 out of the reduction of 
the Budget estimate by Rs. 62,000 in the revised estimate for the 
year and that the balance is accounted for by savings on pay of officers. 
It proved impossible to inaugurate the handloom weaving scheme until 
November, 1935; but some progress has been made. Six unions 
have been directed to buy dobbies and jacquards and one to buy 
slasher sizer and calendaring machines of up-to-date pattern. Work 
will be carried on through seven co-operative industrial unions. The 
use of automatic fly-shuttle looms is being encouraged. Orders have 
already Ibeen booked for waterproof lining cloth to be supplied by two 
unions and for envelope lining cloth by another. Efforts are being 
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made to secure a contract for the supply of turbans to the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway. Negotiations are going on for the supply of silk 
shirtings and suitings to South Africa: samples of fancy curtain 
clotk, deck-chair canvas cloth, bed sheets and gauze cloth have been 
prepared and an attempt is being made to find a market for them: 
experiments are being made with show canvas and with improvements 
in the weaving and design of floral-bordered saris and of shirtings; 
and the department is following up the encouraging reception given 
to woollen wrappers prepared at Alamdanga by extending and 
improving the weaving of woollen fabrics there. 

The demand for 193()-37 is an increase of Rs. 1,92 lakhs on the 
revised estimate for the current year. Of this sum Rs. 4(),000 is on 
account of the handloom weaving scheme to w'hich I have just 
referred. Some part is caused by increments of time-scale pay and 
a new appointment of clerk in the Registrar’s office and some by the 
recent appointment of a junior officer of the Indian Civil Service to be 
Deputy Registrar of Co-operative Societies. The strengthening of 
the departmental staff accounts for Rs. 1,10,900. As members will 
remember, the Government of India have ofl:’ered under certain condi- 
tions to place various sums at the disposal of Local Governments for 
co-operative training and teaching. One of the conditions was that steps 
should be taken for strengthening the departmental staff. On a con- 
sideration of the strength maintained with reference to the require- 
ments of efficiency. Government have come to the conclusion that 
they should work up to a stafl:' of 10 Assistant Registrars and Divi- 
sional Auditors with 118 Inspectors and the appropriate clerical and 
menial staff. This involves addition to the existing staff of J1 
Assistant Registrars and Divisional Auditors and of 34 Inspectors as 
well as clerks and peons on a suitable scale. In view of the financial 
condition of the province, however, Government have not felt them- 
selves able to effect the whole increase at once. The additional 
Rs. 1,10 lakhs which this House is being asked to vote will cover an 
additional establishment of 5 Assistant Registrars and Divisional 
Auditors and of 34 Inspectors with a proportionate increase in the clerks 
and peons. This will leave 0 Assistant Registrars and Divisional 
Auditors to be later appointed if and when the financial condition 
makes it possible to complete the expansion of the staff'. The instal- 
ment proposed for the coining year will bring up the number of 
Inspectors to the total contemplated in the scheme and will double the 
numbers of Assistant Registrars and Divisional Auditors, thus bring- 
ing the number of these officers up to Mr. M. L. Darling’s recom- 
mendation for immediate expansion. 

I shall mention only briefly the two remaining projects: These 
are being financed by the Government of India, and no final decision 
has yet been reached upon their details. The scheme of training will 
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be worked out with a grant of Rs. 3,15,750 with which I hope jihat 
it will be possible during the course of five years to train the whole 
of the existing departmental staff as well as new men recruited, not 
only to effect the expansion to which I have already made reference, 
but also to fill such vacancies as normally occur during that period. 
In the scheme under consideration, provision is also made for the 
training of the paid staff of central banks on the conclusion of which 
confidence can be felt that no paid Manager or Secretary and no 
Supervisor is employed who is not qualified for his duties by having 
successfully come through a course of both practical and theoretical 
instruction. There is also provision for the training of a number of 
panohayats, office-bearers and members of the primary societies. 
When the scheme has been brought to a conclusion, it will be possible 
to hope that co-operative principles will be so well engrained in so 
large a body of co-operative workers that mistakes which may have 
occurred in the past will to a very great extent be avoided in the 
future. I hope that the inception of the scheme of training will not 
be delayed beyond the end of the current calendar year. 

The House will remember that its approval was last year obtained 
to the allocation of Rs. 50,000 from the Government of India’s grant 
for rural reconstruction to the organisation of a jute and a paddy sale 
eooiety on co-operative lines. These societies will be experiments and 
the proposals for them are still under consideration. I do not think 
that a decision on them will be long delayed, but I am sure that the 
House is with me in deprecating hasty action, particularly with 
regard to the jute sale society. The co-operative movement suffered 
a most serious setback from the last organisation of jute sale 
societies, and apart from the inherent difficulties of organising co- 
operative sale on any scale in the existing conditions of the trade, it 
is Very important that the experiment should be inaugurated in 
circumstances which give it as good a chance of success as can be 
reasonably assured. If success cannot be assured, Government will 
be prudent to restrict as much as possible the scope for failure, 
because further spectacular failures might do irretrievable damage to 
the future possibilities of co-operative organisation in this trade. 

Motions for reduction, 

Bgbtl 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 57,500 under the head “34A — ^Agricul- 
ture — {a) — Superintendence’’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (marketing of 
agricultural products). 

Sir, considering the short time that is at the disposal of the House 
to discuss the many motions that have been tabled under this head, I 
shall be very brief in my motion. While there has been some 
awakening on the part of the Gk>vernment and while some activities 
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^eTident onler to ^tr^ng^tlieu the economic po.sition df, the agri* 

caUuriata by introducing some new crops as jis by restricting the 
juta crop, for which a large ttmoimt of money has been spent bjr 
OoTernment, I think that there is one factor in the whole scjbeine «f 
economic* ittiprovenient of the position of the agricnlturists by riising 
the prices, of lagficultural products which is very essential unff^whio^j^ 
ought not to be ignored. It is for that reason that at this o^ge I 
draw the atteiltiou of (loveriiment to this point. Jt is well knuwli 
that in many parts of llengul the outhing ureas are at a great die- 
advantage in bringing their products to the market and the local 
centres of trade and commerce. It will be found that within a 
distance of 8 or 10 miles from the local centres, it reijuires A very 
considerable amount of money in order to bring the agricultural pro- 
ducts to the markets, the transportation charges being very lugh. 
If I may be permitted to refer to one item only, viz., jute, I have 
found from my own exjierience that to cover u distance of 8 to 10 

miles in some areas tlie agriculturists Ijave got to suffer a loss of 

iomething like eight annas to one rupee per mauml. This is on 
account of the fact that there are no good roads, and tliat in soma* 
parts there are no roads at all for carrying these goods from the loca- 
lities w^’^ere they are produced to the nearest market; pack horses 
and coolies charge ahnorinally high prices on account of the situation 
of the agriculturists in those localities. The result is a very great 
difference between the prices which the agriculturists actually get and 
those for whicli the commodities are sold in the nearest market. In 
olden times, when most of the roads were built in the districts, this 
question was never considered; in fact, there was no occasion to con- 
eider the question as to liow far the roa<ls would lead to the develop- 
ment of agriculture, lii modern times, we cannot, and we ought ngt, 
to overlook ihis fact if the intention is to bring the highest price 
obtainable into the pockets of the agriculturists. Exjdoitation by the 
middle-men should be put a stop to if agriculture is to be encoutaged, 
and if it is to be made really paying to the agriculturists, so far, at 
least, as the money-bringing crops are concerned. There are placee 
where the district Ijoard roads run paralled to the railway lines, and, con- 
eequently, these Kmds serve no purpose whatsoever in the matter of 
aerving the interests of the agriculturists. The road board also do 
not care, and it is not their function, we understand, to take into con- 
•iderhtfon the interest ^of the agriculturists, and they are not o|it fo 
aerve the interest of the rural areas. It is, therefore, high time that 
tills parti^hilar point should receive the consideration which it 
deserres. I would ask Government to have something like a marke|- 
ing board in order to consider both sides of the question. First of 
all, the question is to bring the agricultural produce at the lowest, 
possible cost to the aomst centre of trade and commerenf and thelf 
comes the question of transport to the main centres ijh ihf pravincO 
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♦from the local centres. The latter, pf course, depends q|i railways 
Oiiid, as we know, th^ railways often do not serve the real interest 
'‘of the people, f Height clmrged by thegj are sometimes foo 

Btfflv and T m some cases they do not pay any regard 

to the miles over which goods are carried but the same rate is fixed 
/or.tieveral stations; it does not matter at wliat distances they are 
from the destination. The railway ought to be impressed as regards 
their duty towards tlie peoi)le in the interest of agriculture, and it 
will also be the duty r)f the suggested board to call for reports ^om 
the district boards and local boards. As regards the condition of a 
particular area, the (jovernment Department of Agriculture and the 
Public AVorks l)ej)artment as well as the Local Self-Government 
Department should work in co-ordination in order to bring about this 
much desired result, that is, increasing the transport facilities in rural 
areas. Unless this is done, much of the good results which mi^ht 
otherwise be e.vjiected from the activities of the local officers, or from 
the Agriculture l)e])artment , will be lost to the villagers. It is with 
this end in view that 1 have raised this (juestion in this House. 1 
dOwHot draw in> ins])iration from tlieorists nor from agricultural 
economists, but 1 draw niy ins])iration from my own experience, and 
I hope that the members of tliis House will agree with me that the 
attention of the di'partment should Ibe directed tow^uds this matter 
as f^on ns possible. With timse words, Sir, I commend my motion to 
the acceptance of tlie House. 

Df« NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTAl I whole-heartedly s\ipport 
this motion, but 1 would md confine myself Mdtbin the narrow limits 
wdtbin which my hon’hle friend the mover has (‘oiitined himself. The 
question of marketing of crops is of the utmost value to the economic 
life of the province, hut it is imt so narrow a (|uestion as my friend 
conceives. It einhruccs a wider field. 1 was listening to the speech of 
the Hon’hle Minister in moving this demand for finding out exactly 
the programme that he has before him with regard to the marketing 
of agricultural produce and allied matters. I was surprised, however, 
to find that Government is still only constdrring the question of co- 
operative sale societies. They are still covsidcring how to utilise the 
grant which was made to the Agriculture Department out of the Govern- 
ment of India grant of Rs. IG lakhs last year. Wo are now again 
looking forward to get another Rs. JG lakhs, if we can rely upon the 
speech of Sir James Grigg with which he introduced the Budget. 
Government are nervous, lest they should be hasty; lest they should be 
Jed off to schemes which would prove uui)rofitable and wasteful in the 
long run. And in this connection, they always hold up before their 
eyes the picture of the now defunct jute sale societies, just to frighten 
themselves out of any courageous adventure or of doing anything at all. 
Sir, J anx^not against caution, but caution has its limits. To say that, 
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when the Government of Benprak iir^heir Ajrricnlture Department i>ave 
got a substantial grant for a definite purpest* — for the improvement of 
agriculture — they had no sehenie ready^ nothing that they could lay 
their hands on, and upon which they could utilisa the money, Withfll 
tha course of the year, is a shame awl disgrace upon the depart 
It is not a fact that this matter has never been thought of. ’^Mien^were 
numerous conferences held in connection with co-operative Jute sale 
societies; numerous matters were discussed; numenais resolutions were 
paseed, reports prepared, and recommendations mad<‘: these fumisTi 
us a literature from whicli a man who want'< to work out n scheme would 
find a s(‘h(‘nie almost ready-made. Then, there was the .lute Kmjuiry 
Committee which went int(» the <in<‘,^tion of marketing (d' <TOps. ft is 
true that that Emjuir> Committee <ii<i not agrt‘e in their rt‘commenda- 
tions. Hilt if the (xovernnieiit woulil only (‘ease to ctoiiit the heads of 
membiT*^ for and against an> partii iilar proposal, tlu‘\ would find that 
they hatl before them concreti* j>roj>osals made in the various parts of 
the report with r<*ganl to marketing of jnte, and (lovennnent should 
have huti no ditlicults in tinding out their own solution on the basis of 
those hmluig''. I have alfead\ said. Sir, it is a shame and dis- 

grace upon the department to eonfc^s to the world that avIkui they 
got several lakhs ol rujiccs to spend, the department was helpless in 
finding out s(»ine means tor utilising that money even a year after the 
gra nt. 

Witli regard to co-op(*rative jute sale societies, tin* only thing that 
conie> uppermost in the minds o{ the department seems to be tbe jute sale 
societies ot the past, ^^'e have bei'U told over and over again in this 
House that the ohi jute sale societies tailed. 1'here is no doubt about 
that. We all know that the\ tailed What that failure was due to 
more or less well known. Hut |)nident husiness man would build u{)on 
those tailiires b\ avoiding the fiittalls of those old s«>ci<*ties and not go on 
cogitating over it for six \(‘ar-s ami more. What were the causes that 
led to the failure of the old jute sale societies P I (‘armot go into that 
question very fully, because tbe inner history of that aft'air has been 
closed to tbe ey(‘s of the pulilic. It has never been published. Hut one 
can say that, first of all, those sale societies were not based on <-o- 
operative principles at all. If they bail been co-operatively based, if' 
they had been built upon tlu' basis of the co-iqmrntion of the agricul- 
turists wlio jiroduce jute, and if it had estahlish(fd a contact between 
the agriculturists and the mills in Calcutta, J do not think that those 
swieties would have failed. Then, again, if you are satisfied that 
because tbow' srtcieties were so large, therefore they failed, even then, 
assuming that to he true, why not start sale sm-ieties on a smaller scale f 
We have had small scale co-operative societies in the past, and while 
some failed, others succeeded in part, and we have got their lessons 
before us; why not, therefore, build upon those lessons? The HoiCble 
Mii^ister has not enliglitened us as to why their examples have not been 
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followed and improved upon. Hu.Faanot told us wherein that failure 
lay, and what Government have decided to do in respect of the new 
schemes that tliey are iormulatinpf. As a matter of fact, it appesfrs 
ihat they have not yet formulated a scheme; they have not yet prepared 
even a tentative scheme, if w'e are to believe the Hon’ble Minister. 
Then, again, with regard to jute there is a large amount of speculation 
which may make it risky for co-operative societies to take it up, 
1[mt the element of speculation can be eliminated, and it has been elimi- 
nated elsewhere, and Government may make an attempt at eliminating 
it here. Supposing, on behalf of the co-operative societies, they enter 
into forward contracts, and on the basis of those forward contracts, 
they proceed to regulate the production of jute through co-operative 
societies so that all the produce of the so(4eties will be sold up as so^n 
as they are harvested. In that case, 1 submit that the element of 
speculation and uncertainty would be practically nil. But what the 
Government have been doing is only to be found in the archives of the 
department and the people are kept in the dark. We have only befen 
told that they will take a<*tion when their consideration will be over. 
In the meantime, the agriculturists will die out. 

Then, Sir, jute sale .societies are not the only things. The element 
of speculation is absolutely nil in the ca.se of paddy. But what about 
paddy sale societies':^ Why have they not been developed? Why is 
not a go-ahead policy taken uj) in this case? The Hon’ble Minister 
had nothing to say in regard to that in his opening speech, and I hope 
be will enlighten us as to why some of the paddy sale societies have 
died out, and what Government are going to do with these paddy sale 
Bometiea. 

„ Then, Sir, co-operative marketing is not the only thing about 
marketing. With regard t(» the marketing of crops, the Jute Enquiry 
Committee made one recommendation, and on that question there was 
practically speaking no difference of opinion — that for having regulated 
markets. Attention was drawn in the report of the committee to the 
enormous amount of good which has been done to the cotton-growers 
of Berar by the introduction of regulated markets. The problems in 
Bengal in regard to jute are very nearly the same as the problenjs of 
cotton in Berar. The Jute Enquiry Committee differed amongst them- 
selves with regard to the extent to which the experiment should be 
carried out, but they were unanimous that an immediate move should 
be made for the establishment of regulated markets. Why have the 
Government done nothing yet wdth regard to that ? Why could not the 
Government utilise the grant last year, when they had no other scheme 
in hand, for establishing regulated markets? I pause for an answer. 
Why cannot they h^ve a regulated market at least as an experiment? 
I should like to have a number of such markets established and estab- 
lished all over the jute area. At any rate, let them make a beginning 
in the terms of the recommendation of the majority of the Jute Enqpiry 
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Committee. M e liare not heard anything fnnn any responsible source 
wby the recommendations of the Jute Enquiry Committee cannot be 
accepted. Personally, my mind usually runs on hi^fh rails. I am 
thinking not of the small efforts but a jrreat economic organisation by 
which all the agricultural resources of the country can b(‘ developed to 
the utmost and market in^r faciliti<‘s ostablished, to dispose of tlie ajyri- 
cultural products of the country, incidentally to rej;ulat»‘ the prod ucti oil'*, 
so as to briupf utmost Ixuu'fit to tlo* p<‘ople. For (liat purpose, in order 
to facilitate markctirifr, we will have to deal with the (luestion of 
transport and (jiiestiori of trei^^hts ami otlu*r thinufs. These are things 
which have not been consi(l(‘re«l in the past and about which (iovcni- 
ment have practically <lont‘ nothin<r. 

• My lion ble friend Mr l{a\ ('loo\dhur\ sp(»ki‘ in (b*]»rei‘at inp terms 
about th(‘ theorists and a^^ricultural (‘comunists jiml In* apparcuitly pave 
us sound ]»ractical coniinon-sense which theorists and ecomiinists would 
not advjiuci*. Jin* theorists and apncultural <*<‘onoinists an* also men of 
conmnui-sfMise, and what the\ evolve are thinps dra\^n troin e\p(*rience. 

I prefer to tollow men wlio Inive nunh* a stml\ of tln*si‘ pndilems as a 
special vo('ati<ui than a man <d tin* stn*i*t who arrivi*s at his conclusions 
on tin* sjuir of the momt'iit u])on Inilf-jndozen facts whi<h come to 
his notice. 1 would like that the Hon’hh* Minister would kindly step 
out of tin* limits <if his official house and make friends with those 
theorists and economists and ask them to ]n*lp to find out a solution 
of tin* pr<d»l(*in which (iovernment hav(* found it so diflicult to solve 
in so maii> months sim*!* they p(»t the prant from the (TOVt‘rnmeTit of 
India. 'I’liis h*thaip\ id the f iovernment, this traditional do-notliinp- 
ness, this manifestation of what Dickens i haracterised as “how not to 
do a thinp" will not do if >oii want to .save the (oiintry from utter 
ruin. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: 

Sir, if I am not mistaken, my honoiirahle friend, Mr. Ray t’haiidhuri, 

* has tried to make out that iinjiroved transinirt facilities in iniral areas 
wilt resailt in raisiiip the prices which the apriculturists pet for their 
produce. It is ret'opiii.sed that improved road communicutions and 
transport facilities are essentially iie<*essarv for the internal movement 
of commodities and indeed much has already been done in this dire(‘tion. 
But those wdio f>08se8s some knowledpe of rural economy must be aw^are 
that there are other factors wliirh povern the price obtained by the 
actual cultivator for bi.s produce. The cultivator is penerally a man 
of small means and lie cannot afford to hold the market to his own 
advantage, and he i.s also not unoften in the hands of unscrupulous 
money-lendhrs who advance money on the hypothecation of the standing 
crop. The remedy, therefore, lies in the organisation of tlw? agricul- 
turists and this is what the Co-operative Department is striving for. 
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Dr. Sen Gupta, however, is in a most venturesome mood; and he 
has fallen foul of (iovernmeut for the delay in working out schemes fer 
jute and i)ad(ly sale societies. While fully appreciating his robust 
optimism, I would deprecate his tendency to rush matters. Govern- 
ment cannot aft'ord to go about this business in a light-hearted or 
amateurish manner after what they have learnt from their recent ex- 
perience, owing to the failure of jute sale societies. If the jute sale 
societies had not be(‘n closed, the entire structuie of the co-operative 
movement would have collapsed. At that time, Dr. Sen Gupta was 
one of those who accused us. Therefore it is only on the shoulders of 
Government that the entire resjmnsibility for the .'♦ucf'essful issue of 
such a scheme lies. I would, therefore, beg my honouralble friend to 
have patience. 

AV’iih these words, I oj)i)ose the motion. 

The motion was then ])ut and lo^t. 


-Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of 11s. ')7,o()() und(*r the head “d4A — Agricultun* (Transterred) — Suj)erin- 
tendence” be reduced b> Us. 100. 

Sir, 1 move this motion on)> to giv<‘ an o])j>oitunit_\ to the Ilon'ble 
Minister to e\i)lain the attitude of (lovernnu'iit with regard to tliis 
matter. The quotion that arises is the (juestion of desirability of fixing 
a minimum price for sugarcant*. It appeai-s that nowadays tlie Govern- 
ment of llengal gent‘ra!l\ do m.t take an> irritiative in a new matter, 
but at least, it can Ix' e.\pe<‘ted that our (iovernment may not be reluc- 
tant to f(dlow the example (d otlier ( jovernments. e all know that 
the Government of the rnited Urovinces and fht* Government of Bihar 
and Orissa have fixed a minimum j)rice for sugarcane, but our Govern- 
ment have been ]irocrastinating so far. In the last session of the 
Council 1 asked a (piestion on this subject, and the Ilon'ble Minister 
replied that he was considering the desirability of appointing a com- 
mittee to go into the matter'. I do not know whether a committee baa 
been appointed bv this time. The ])opular idea is that whenever 
Government is willing to shelve a matter, they airjroint a committee to 
consider the thing. 1 do not know wheth(*r such has been the case 
in the present instance also. Evervone knows that tlie question of 
sugarcatre has assumed a very great importance of late im account of 
the fact that Goveiiiment are trying to restrict the cultivation of jute. 
If actually the cultivation of jute is re>tricted, the question arises: 
What is to be done with the area that is released on ac(‘ount of such 
restriction of Jutey G(>vernment recommend that the released areas 
should, as far as possible, be utilised in growing sugarcane, and natural- 
ly our cultivatois are growing more sugai'cane than before. What is 
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to be done with this suprarcaneP In Bengral there are very few mills to 
consume the sugarcane that is grown in the province. In other province 
there are many mills. The (jovernments of tliose provinces always 
encourage the establishment of more mills, whereas our (lovernment 
have done nothing whatsoever so far as this question is concerned. 
They have altogether lost sig]»t of the consumption side of the question. 
However, that is a different thing The simjde (]uestion tluit now arises 
is: How are the growers ot sugarcane to get better pric(‘ for their 
productsP Is the (lovernmcnt going to do an> thing in the matter? 
Is the (jovernment going to fix a minimum jiricc lor sugarcane? These 
are the- (juestioiis 1 would ask the iion'ble Minister to answer. 

^ Mauivi HA88AN ALI: Only a few months ago I raiseil this ijues- 
tion, perhaps for the fir'«;t time, by way of a resolution, and the Iion'ble 
Minister ga^e me the assuramc that he would en<|uire into the matter 
of fixing a minimum price lor ^ugarcane. It is becoming a growing 
problem day by day in consiMjuenci* of the jut<* restriction piopaganda. 
There are three big mills now working in Bengal — one at Beldanga, 
in Murshidabad. aiiothm at Set^ibganj in Dinajpur, and another at 
Gopaljnn in Hajshahi disliict. These mills are owned by millionaire 
capitalists, and thc> an^ up for profiteering. They aie controlling the 
price of sugarcane in \arious ways — they 4»d\ance liums and do a lot of 
other thing’s to contnd pm cs ; so the culti\atois ol sugaicane are at 
their mercy with regaid to jirna's. (iovernimuit ouglit to have taken 
serious steps to protect the « iiltivators from exploit^it ion by this time. 
It is ver\ regfret table tliat the Iion'ble Minister luis taken no step 
wlmtevei in this mater. 1 now ask - What is tin* result of th(‘ eiojuiry, 
if he luis made any ai all? 

The Hon’ble Nawab 8ir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: 

Sir, I may assure the House that ( rovemment 4ire not unminilful of 
the interest ol the sugariane growers in Bengal, hnquiiies instituted 
revealed a difleience of ojiinion among the local ofhceis on the (juestiou 
of fixing a minimum price for sugarcane. A Committee has since been 
appointcii to go into the whole (jiiestiou and to advise (loviu’nment in 
the matter, ll is hoped that tlie Committee will finish its labours 
within a short time and make specific recommendations, (jovernment 
will not lose sight of this problem and will d<i then l)e>t to .solve it. I 
trust my hon'hle fiiend wdll see In** way to withdraw’ tlie motion; 
otherwise, (joveinmcnt must ojijm.se it. 

The motion was then, hy leave ot the Council, withdrawn. 

MAUivi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs I heg t<i move that the demand of 
Rs. 57,000 under the liead “d4A — Agriculture (Transferred )— Superin- 
tendence'’ he reduced hy B.s. 100. 
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Sir, the question that I want to raise is a vexed one. The question 
of restricting the cultivation of jute by legislation and fixing a mim- 
mum price for the same has been discussed on the floor of this House 
on various occasions and hon’ble members must be tired of the argu- 
ments that liave hitherto been advanced either in favour of or against 
such a proposition. All that I want to say is that Government in the 
beginning of the year did not seem to be so very serious as regards 
its purpose to carry on voluntary propaganda with a view to restrict 
the cultivation of jute. It appears that of late Government have made 
amends, and it appears that Government are quite up and doing just 
now, but several circumstances appear to be against Government this 
year. We do not know ho%v much of the restriction that was effected 
last year was due to the propaganda made by Government in co-opera- 
tion witli the people of the country. There is a large volume of 
opinion that holds that a gocjd deal of the success was due to the 
weatlier conditions that prevailed last year. There were no timely 
rains and so cultivators could not do tlieir sowings as in other years. 
That was a very favourable circumstance. But this year, as reports 
go, there liave already been showers in some jute-growing areas and 
already a large area has been sown. That is a thing whi(’h is, I think, 
against the projniganda that we are going to do this year. Df course, 
if Government were as serious some months ago as they are now, I 
think this question would not have arisen at all. Another thing is 
that there are vaiknis di.stidvantages of this voluntary propaganda. 
As a result of the projuiganda that was carried last year, w'hatever 
restrictions may have been effected, was confined almost entirely 
amongst the poorer section of the cultivators. The bigger or the 
mathar cultivators almost invariably sowe<l as much jute as in other 
years, if not more, and the result was that on account of rise in the 
price of jute these maihar cultivators have earned good profits, whereas 
the poorer section of the jute-growers who actually carried out the 
advice of Government lost a good deal. This has created discontent 
amongst the poorer cultivators, and this discontent will be a stumbling 
block to the success of this year’s voluntary propaganda. This is a 
factor w’hioh it is not possible for Government to cope wdth. That is 
an inherent defect of this voluntary propaganda. Personally, I for 
myself am » very doubtful w'hether voluntary propagandaii will succeed 
during the coming year. Even if it succeeds during the coming year 
to a certain extent, gradually people will lose faith in this voluntary 
propaganda. We cannot always depend upon the good sense of the 
people, w’hen questions of loss and gain are concerned. In things like 
this w’here there are questions of profit and loss, people generally fall 
a prey to the temptation of increasing their profits. We therefore 
cannot blame the people if they do not abide by the sermons preached 
to them 4>y Government, In a matter like this, it is necessary that 
proper legislation should be adopted, so that restriction may be carried 
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out fcy compulsion. I am not opposed to the voluntary propaganda 
that Government intend to carry on this year, but my submission is 
that Government should take note of the fact that this voluntary 
propaganda may not carry us to our goal. Even if we can do without 
legislation during the coming year, it is certain that legislation will 
be necessary a year hence. Are we preparing ourselves for that 
eventuality? Certainly not. If voluntary propaganda fails next year, 
then after the lapse of one more year. Government will begin to think 
what is to be done. In that case I think a good dcMil of time will be 
lost in vain, and we do not know whether actually the restrictions that 
we want to effect in the cultivation of jute will be effected in the near 
future. I think this is a question which should engage the attention 
of Government. Along with this, the question of fixing a minimum 
price for this commodity ahso come.s up. This question was raised in 
the form of a resolution some time ago, but unfortunately that resolu- 
tion was defective and could not be supported because the (|ueHtion of 
restricting the cultivation of jute by legislation was not incorporated 
in that resolution. Fixing a minimnin pri(‘e without restricting culti- 
vation was unthinkable. I tliink on account of this defe(*t that 
resolution was lost. However, the fixing of a suitahle ininininin price 
is a very important (jiiestion. Fnless that is done, the cultivator will 
not be able to get the proper price of his produce. I, therefore, 
think that Government vshould visualise the possibility of there being 
a necessity for compulsory restriction iind ahso the necessity of fixing 
a minimum price of this coinuKHlity. Our ultimate objwt should be, 
as Dr. Sen Gupta has pointed out, that the whole quantity of the 
produce of the province should he brought under one (’entral organisa- 
tion, so that Beugal may actually reap tlie benefit of a monopoly iit 
this commodity which it has only in theory. Bengal does not actually 
enjoy it. Bengal will enjoy the benefit of the monopoly, if Govern- 
ment can take proper steps to organise the whole jute industry and 
bring the w’hole produce under one Central organisation, so that the 
crop might be disposed of from the Ontral organisation. Thai is no' 
^ doubt a big order. I do not say tliat it will be possible within a very 
short time for the Government to give effect to sucli a scheme. But 
it is a thing which will have to be done, and it is a thing whicdi, if 
not done, will deprive Bengal of the immense benefits of a great 
monopoly. I commend my motion to the acc.eptance of the House. 


Nwtb ItUSHARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadurs Sir, I support the 
motion without making any speech. 


Or. NAREiH CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: It it said of an Englitb 
king that he began telling a tale that he was present in the battle of 
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Waterloo, He repeated this over and over again in many places till 
he^Bctually began to believe tliat he was present and on one occasion 
he said that story to the Duke of Wellington himself. The Hon*b\e 
Minister has during the past few months so often repeated the story 
that all the great improvements that have taken place in the price of 
jute were due to his voluntary jute restriction propaganda that I think 
by this time he is firmly convinced that it was so! Nevertheless, I 
wish to submit with all the humility that I can command that there 
are certain facts which militate against that view. There is no doubt 
that there w^as the voluntary restriction scheme, and there is no doubt 
tliat there was a slight rise in the price of jute. There is no question 
about that. So that if it is post hoc, ergo propter hoc, the claim of 
the Hon’ble Minister is justified. But there is this thing, that this 
voluntary restriction sclieme was not in force in Bihar and Orissa. 
How is it that the figures of Biliar and Orissa do not exceed the 
percentage of jute reaped in Bengal? That is one important fact, 
Then, you liave got to take into consideration the fact that the bad 
weather conditions lust year did not precede but followed the voluntary 
propaganda. If natural courses count for anything one can imagine 
that, but for the l)ad w^etither conditions the produce w'ould have been 
larger than it actually was. Therefore, primd facie 1 think it can be 
said that far loo much lias been claimed for the voluntary projmganda. 
I do not want to deprecate voluntary propaganda. All tliat Govern- 
ment did last year they did wuth a gocnl will, but so far as the results 
go 1 am afraid far too much has been claimed for it. Then, there was 
that all-important fact — the fact of the miserably low prices of jute at 
the time of the sow'ing last year. When jute was selling at Ks. 2 a 
mauml, it did not take much urging to induce the cultivator to grow 
less jute. Then when jute became less profitable, the cultivator could 
-easily be induced to forego the cultivation of an increased area of jute. 
This year the prices are better, and already the cultivator has been 
heard to regret that he did not grow^ a little more jute than last year. 
If he did, he thinks, he would get more money. And reports have 
already reached us that having regard to recent show'ers and the 
promising weather condition.s, cultivators were prepared to sow more 
jute. I would like to congratulate the Ilon’ble Minister next year if 
in spite of these circumstances, his voluntary propaganda of this year 
succeeded as a whole as it did last year. I have nothing to say 
against the voluntary propaganda this year either, because this year 
at any rate with the sowing season on us, there is nothing else that 
can be done. All that you can do is to put your whole heart into this 
business of voluntary restriction of jute, and I trust that, as happened 
last year according to my information, this voluntary restriction 
scheme will not be purely voluntary. It is idle to pretend that the 
whole thing was voluntary. The cultivator, in fact, w^as impressed 
by the great prestige of the Government who were asking them not to 



DEMANDS FOE GRANTS. 


491 


1936 | 

grow* Jute beyond a certain percentage, but, what is more, we actually 
kijow of cases when orders were issued by some officers that if Any 
cultivator grew more jute than what he agreed to grow, his name 
would be reported to the Magistrate. That, Sir, is not exactly volun- 
tary restriction, but I do not blame anybody for it. I wish that even 
this year it would be no more voluntary than it was last year. But 
there is one defect about the voluntary restriction, as lias been pointed 
out by my friend Maulvi Tamiziiddin Khan, that it is not ecjual, viz., 
that the burden of restriction does not fall equally upon all. As a 
matter of fact, the restriction falLs more heavily upon the jworer 
people than upon the wealthy and influential people. That is the one 
serious defect about the voluntary scheme, even though it were to be 
altogether successful. 1 think, however, that Governuient may go on 
,#'with their voluntary restriction now, but let them be prejmred for 
legislative restriction next year. Let them start work for that purpose 
now'. At any rate, let tliem collect materials on which they will liave 
to decide whether there should be legislative restriction next year, 
and tlie first preliminary for that would be to have definite, reliable, 
and absolutely unimpeachable data as to the area that is to be sown 
with jute. I asked for such a survey and a register of jute lands years 
ago, when I introduce<l ni>' ill-fated Bill on jute restriction. Since 
then, I have not ceased to press upon the Government the neiessity of 
having a ( omplete register of jute lands, w'liich am be easily com- 
piled. When the jute crop is on the land, if an officer is apixunted 
for eacli union board and if he goes round in every union and takes 
the cadastral survey numbers of the lands actually under jute, he 
would have aii absolutely exact return of the (piantity of land under 
jute this year. This would form the luisis of any eiujuiry that might 
be held. I know that this s( heme is not a< ceptable to (iovernment, 
because it is not sufficiently expensive! I know’, too, that when the 
Jute Enquiry Committee were asked to endorse the scheme, they did 
not do so. I know’ tliat a suggestion was made by somebody for an 
aerial survey of jute lands, and the cost thereof was estimated at 
, something like Rs. 30 lakhs, hut I am not precise about my figure ! 
Sir, I insist that if these officers w'hen they go round for the purpose 
of propagating jute restriction, organize a band of w'orkers for the 
purpose of collecting data of the amount of land under jute, it would 
be easy enough to have a complete register of jute lands, so that, 
before the season comes on next year, (iovernment would have ready 
at hand an amount of reliable material upon which to proceed in their 
programme. At the present moment, however, we are, more or less, 
in the dark. Last year, when the jute restriction propaganda was 
started on the basis of a 5-anna reduction, it was found, as a matter 
of fact, that the figures which were given in the official reports with 
regard to some particular areas did not actually agree with the facts. 

I want that Government should not proceed on some andazi figures, 
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TU., figures which are, more or less, a guess-work, but upon definite 
data. I submit that Government should make up their minds to hawe 
compulsory restriction of jute next year and should proceed on the 
basis of collecting these materials before it is too late, i.c., within ^he 
season, when the jute is on the land. When I introduced my Bill in 
this House I heard arguments 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. I am afraid I shall have to 
adjourn the Council now for prayer. 

(The Council was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(After Adjournment.) 

(The Council reassembled with Mr. Deputy President in 
Chair.) 

(The time allotted for the discussion of demand No. 34 — ^‘Agricul- 
ture” having been reached, further discussion of the subject was 
closed. ) 

. The motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Minister that a sum of Ps. 23,67,000 
be granted for expenditure under the liead ”34 — Agriculture” was then 
put and agreed to. 


35— Industries. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: 

Sir, on tlie recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg 
to move that a sum of Rs. 13,H7,000 be granted for expenditure under 
the head ”35 — Industries.” 

There appears to be considerable misapprehension in the public 
mind, ns refiected in this House as well as in the Press, of the real « 
scope of, and the part played by, the Industries Department in the 
industrial development of the province. As much of the criticism 
levelled at this nation-building department is due to an inadequate 
appreciation of its activity, I crave the indulgence of this House to 
state at some length what the department, constituted as it is at 
present, aims at, how it has been striving to achieve the object in 
view, and what have been the results. In doing so, I propose to 
confine myself to ^ resume of the activities of the department for tha 
past few years during which I have been closely associated with it as 
Minister in charge. Btit, as the hon'ble members are aware, these 
years have been years of stress and difliculty, owing to the iiniversal 
economic depression which prevailed almost throughout the period. 
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Alth0n|^h the financial stringency has unfortunately proved a serious 
hsndiiMp to the work of development, there has been, as I 
piSssmtiy show, no change ib the industrial policy of Government, 
aUd ffce progress in the several ^heres has not only been maintained, 
but also increased. 

The main objective has been the development of industries with 
particular reference to home or small scale industries, and the 
activities of the department fall under the following broad divisions:— 

(1) Collection and dissemination of useful and up-to-date infor- 

mation on commercial and industrial matters. 

(2) Research and experiments. 

(3) Demonstration and propaganda. 

(4) Provision for technical and industrial education. 

(5) Provision of credit facilities to industrialists who are 

financially handicapped. 

Turning to the first objective, namely, the collection and dissemi- 
nation of commercial and industrial intelligence, I may say that 
although owing to lack of funds it has not yet been possible to create 
a regular commercial and industrial branch every possible effort i#„ 
made, with such staff as is available, to collect and compile useful 
commercial and industrial information. The Report on the Surrey of 
Cottage Industries in Bengal was revised and brought up to date and 
a second edition published in 1929. The preparation of an industrial 
directory givi^^g the names, location, scope and principal manufac- 
tures of the smaller industries of the province has been taken in hand 
and an instilment of it already prepared. It is hoped to publish the 
directory in a short time. The department has published 28 fresh 
bulletins ittnbodyiug the results of investigations and experiments 
on various industrial problems during the period. A large number 
of re(iue.st8 JPor industrial and commercial information relating 
principally to sources and supply of materials, manufactured articles, 
apparatus, names of dealers and sellers, prices of machinery", possible 
purchases, likely markets, etc., is also received from the departments 
of (Government as well as from private individuals and, as far as 
possible, attended to. 

As regards the second objective, namely, research and 
expenments, tbo much emphasis cannot be laid on their importance, 
as, they are the essential preliminaries to all industrial development. 
In order to facilitate this work, the industrial research laboratory, 
which was established in 1926, has been equipped for tackling the 
problems suggested by small industries — the problems varying from 
an assessment of the industrial value of possible raw materials to 
praotioal difficulties regarding highly complicated manufacturing 
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procesees. The department has also taken up problems the satisfac- 
tory solution of which is expected to lead to the establishment of new 
industries or the strengthening and expansion of the existing on%s. 
In the Chemical Section Researches were undertaken and carried to a 
conclusion in diverse subjects and definite results obtained in 21 
cases during the period under review. Of these, 9 related to improved 
methods of soap manufacture, particularly of the grained type of soap 
special to Bengal, 6 to the industrial utilisation of the less-ki^pwn 
vegetable oils specially in the soap industry, 1 to the improvement of 
the country process of making sugar from gyr, 1 to the refining of 
p/tee and another to that of oocoanut oil, 1 to the silvering of glass 
globes, 1 to the bleaching of hosierj^ and 1 to the possibility of 
recovery of tanning from cocoanut husk. One of the result's of 
research on the technique of soap manufacture was the discovery of a 
chemical constant to which the name of “Hardness Number”' 
(“H.N.”) has been given and with the help of which the hardness 
of the body of a charge of soap can be fixed or varied with greater 
accuracy than is possible with any other aid available to soap manu- 
facturers. It is encouraging to find that progressive manufacturers 
have already started using “H.N.” The researches on oilseed manu- 
facturing methods of shellac have also led to remarkable results. 

In the Engineering Section the problem relating to the develop- 
ment and improvement of cottage craft and small industries has been 
engaging special attention. A number of investigations with suc- 
cessful results were made in the brass and bell-metal industry with 
a view to standardise the manufacture of less complicated building and 
sanitary fittings. A new blowing arrangement has been de.signed, 
making it possible to attain a higher furnace temperature, thus 
reducing the time of melting the ingredients of alloy. *A new type 
of floor furnace has also been designed. In connectjpn with the 
umbrella^ industry a number of experiments was .^(^Muded in 
Standardizing the process of using polo and root canes fdt umbrella 
handles. A double chamber furnace with natural draught has been 
designed for the cutlery industry, while sustained efforts were made 
to improve the manufacture of glazy pottery. An improved tjqie of • 
potter 8 wheel has been devised, as also an improved kiln for firing 
glazed iiottery. A machine has been constructed for rolling out . 
"slate iieucils.” A machine for paddy-husking has been invefited 
which husks 2 maunds of paddy in 8 hours. Endec^vours to design a 
plant lor the drying of paddy after boiling and before husking have 
proved successful. A soap drying plant evolved on the same principle 
has resulted in reducing labour charges and eemoving the difficulty 
of drying soaps during the rains. Further improvements have been 
effected in the already devised oonch-shell cutting machine. In the 
Government Weaving Institute at Serampore experiments were con- 
ducted in connection with dyeing, spinning and weaving of aisal 
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hem|l and of bleaching and otherwise cl^emically treating jute fibre 
aa also in connection with the manufacture of woollen shawls with 
fancy borders. Experiments ^ere also made to softei^ the root ends 
of jute with a view to improving their * spinning properties. The 
scheme fbr the development of handlooin industry which is being 
worked through the co-operative organisations with the heljS of the 
Government of India grant provides for a textile research staff 
at ihe"* institute for the introduction and demonstration of improved 
designs, textures and finish. The staff is working in close 
collaboration with the Bengal Home Industries Association and 
is actively engaged in perfecting new designs for various types of 
fabrics. Some new designs, c./;., a new weave with cellular effect for 
the purpose of ladies’ dress material, ornanienlal ja(*(juard designs- 
for furnishing fabrics, have already been perfecteil and others taken 
in hand. In the Bengal Tanning Institute s>s(emutic research work 
is carried on practical })r()l)lems relating to both miiHU-nl and vegetable 
processes of tanning as well as on the processes of mauufacinring 
such varieties of leather as are of interest to the local tanning industry 
with the object of bringing local products up to the Western standard 
which the tanners of this country have to emulate and eventually 
reach to stand in competition. 

Coming to demonstraticm, as the House is aware, we launched the 
unemployment r^jef scheme towanls the close of the year 11)32. 
Under this scheme 28 demonstration parties were established in the 
more important cottage industries, namely, jute ami wool-weaving, 
soap-making, ► umbrella-making, brass and bell-metul ware, leather 
goods, cutjery^ and pottery. These are in ad<!ition to the seven 
parties, naiufR', five in cottcm-weaving and two in tanning, whndi are 
already in existence- So fur as the weaving industry is concerned, 
its possi are also demonstrated through the agency of the nine 

district azijh25 peripatetic weaving schools. IVovisiou has^ been 
made in the Budget now before the House for the establlshni^iit of 
tW(| peripatetic w^euving schools for the benefit of the Sonthiils and 
other aboriginal tribes in the BarimI tract of Mabla district. It is 
interesting to note that as a result of the working of the demonstra- 
tion parties and of the district and peripatetic weaving schools about 
28,000 studentfr have been trained in the respective industries, 
whom more than 11,000 are known to have been provided wn’tli einplov- 
ment or Have started business of their own. In pursuance of the 
scheme of niral uplift, four demonstration parties Lave bee^ 
ffstablisked with ^he ^elp of the Government of India grant to 
demonstrate the possibilities of the coir industry as a profitable 
cottage industry. 

Ib addition to the schemes in connection wTth the Unemployment 
Belief Scheme and those undertaken under the Government of India 
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i^raat for rural uplift, I nmy mdte a reference liere to tHe work of 
the department in connection ipth Detenu Training Sclietnei about 
i^hich the Hop’ble Membi^r, Political Department, g^re a full account 
ie {he Houee very recently^ That scheme, as members will remember, 
is in the immediate charge of fhe Deputy Director of IndiAtries and 

beinfladministered by the Agriculture and^ndustries Department. 
The industrial training camps for detenus, of which there are now 
four and shortly will be seven, are modelled on the lines upon wiiich 
, the demonstration parties under the Unemployment Belief . Scheme 
have already been working with considerable success. 

Mr^ DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am afraid I have got to adjourn 
the Council. 


Adjournnient. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Thursday, the 2(ith 
3farch, 1936, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Pjrol!ipnliiigt of the Bengal Leg illative Council atiembl^ under 
the provisions of the Government ol India Act. 

Thjk hovNciL met m the^Council Chamber in the Counei^ Hause, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 26th March, 1936, at 3 p.ra. ^ 


Present: 

Mr, President (the Ilou’blc Maharaja Sir Manm\tiia Nath Rat 
Chowdiivky, of Saiitosh) in tlie (’hair, the four Hoirble Members of 
the Executive C/Ounril, the three Hoirble Ministers and 92 nominated 
^ ’and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Office Of the Upper Chamber of the Provinciil Legislature. 

Balm 4ITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Wble 
Member in charge of the Appointment (Reforms) Department be pleased 
to state — 

(i) whethjer it is intended to create a separate office of the Upper 
Chamber of the Provincial Legislature, or 
(»t) whether there will be one joint office for both the Chambers P 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of leaving the 
question to be dealt with by the Ministry that will come into existence 
under the Reforms? 

MEMBER In charge of APPOINTMENT (REFORMS) DEPART- 
MINT (the Hen'IMe Sir Robert Reid): (a) and (h) It is expected that, 
in the first instance, the staff of the Legislative Department will carry 
bn the work of the Upper Chamber. Permanent arrangements will be 
made by the new Government. 

' Mu 4ITEN0RALAL BANNERJEE: h there any idea of having 
periiamentary draftsmen attached to the two Houses, not under tlm 
of the tw# ftSfdses but available for both Houses ? 

Tlw SM’feit Bir ROBERT REID: Ooveniment have not conaidwtd 
point a* yet/ • 
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^•mting of liquor shops. 

*78. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Will the Han ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue (Excise) Department be pleased^' to lay on 
the table a statement showing year by year for the years from 1932 to 
1936— 

(?) the number of liquor shops (country) in Bengal; 

(it) the name and address of the owner of each such liquor shop; 

(in) how many — 

(a) liquor shops (country), 

(b) foreign liquor shops, and 

(c) tari shops 

are owned by Bengalis; 

(iv) how many by non-Bengalis; and 

(v) whether these non-Bengalis are Hindus or Muslims? 

MINISTER in Charge Of REVENUE (EXCISE) DEPARTMENT 
(the HorPble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (i) to (v) Collection of the 
information reijuired involves an expenditure wliich Government do not 
consider justified. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether it is not against the policy of 
Governnieni to settle liquor shops with non-Bengalis? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Generally it is. 

Typists and copyists of Civil, Criminal and Rovenue Courts and 
Registration offices. 

*7S and *80. Dr. JOCENDRA CHANDRA CHAUDHURI and 
Mr. R. MAITI: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial 
Department be pleased to state w'hat benefits are being given to those 
typists and copyists of Civil, Criminal and Revenue Courts and also of 
Registration offices, who have to retire under the new rule for retire- 
ment at the age of sixty years? ^ 

V (5) In view of resolution carried in the Bengal Legislative Council 
on 81st August,. 1921, regarding the typists and oop3dsts, are thei^ 
past services being taken into account at the time of their retirement? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state kow many 
memorials to the Government have been snbmitteif up to datk by (ke 
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iypifflit and copyists since the resolution mentioned in (b) above wa* 
cmied, and which of their grievances enumerated in those memoriala 
have been removed and how P 


(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what steps have 
been taken, or ore l)eing contemplated to be taken, to give effect to th^ 
assurances given by him on l)ehalf of the Government, on the resolution 
regarding the typists and copyists moved by Babu Khetter Mohan Ray 
in the last July session of the Council? 


MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blt 
Sir Brojendra Lai Mitter): (< 2 ) Typists and copyists are entitled to the 
benefits of the Contributory Provident Fund. 

Copyists in the Registration offices are members of permanent estab» 
lishment and retire under the provisions of the Fundamental Rules. 

(b) The resolution was to the effect that they should be organised 
into a regular establishment; this has not been done. 

(c) Memorials ha\e been received but Government do not think 
any useful purpose will be served by finding out their number since 
1921. A copy of a Resolution No. G333J., dated the 17th July, 1929^ 
which was issued on receipt of some memorials is, however, laid on 
the Library table. 

In the case of Revenue Courts orders have been issued prohibiting 
the practice of allowing parties or their authorised agents to take 
pencil notes from records as it adversely affects the income of typist* 
and copyists. 

(d) The matter is still under investigation. 


Typists and copyists of courts and Registration offloas in Bengal. 

*81 and *82. Dr. JOGENDRA CHANDRA CHAUDHURI anil 
Mr. R. MAITl! (a) Will the Jlon’hle Member in charge of the Judi- 
cial Department be pleased to say whether it is a fact that the 
remuneration and condition of service of the typists and copyists (per- 
manent and temporary) of Civil, Criminal and Revenue Courts and 
also of Ec^stration offices in Bengal could not be improved as yet 
owing to the lack of observance of Government and High Court circular 
orders regarding their new recruitment in the service? 

(b) Will the Govwmment be pleased to consider the desirability of 
retaining tbs landces of these typists and copyists who are still fit for 
service on attainment of age of sixty years? If not, why not? 
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(e) Have Government considered the aspect that Provident Fund 
benefits in the case of typists and copyists may be too small to maintain 
them during the rest of their lives after their retirement? 

(d) Is it not a fact that the typists and copyists are now to retire 
without any pension or sufficient gratuity, at the age of sixty years, 
irrespective of their fitness and capability? 

(e) Is it not a fact that Government sometimes retain the services 
of its old servants due to retire by allowing them extension or exten- 
sions and also after retirement re-employ some of them in services 
temporarily on fresh j>ay over and above the pensions earned by them? 

(/) Cannot this privilege be extended to these typists and copyists? 
If not, why not? 


The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: (a) No. The 

circulars are generally followed in the Civil, Criminal and Revenue 
Courts. Copyists in the Registration offices are either full time Gov- 
ernment servants or occasional piece-rate workers. 

(b) No. They will retire under the new rules in force. The sixty 
years’ nile has not been ai)plied in the case of extra copyists in the 
Registration Department; their service is not continuous. 

(c) and (d) Yes. 

(e) Yes, on unquestionable public grounds, but never beyond thf age 
of sixty. 

(/) No. It is not desirable. 


Jagannath Int^mediate College, Daoca. 

*83. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIH KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(i) how many meetings of the Governing Body of the Jagannath 
Intermediate College, Dacca, were held within the last seven 
years; and 

(u) whether it is a fact that Rai S. K. Das Bahadur, h.l.c., sub- 
mitted a note of dissent against the reappointment of the 
Principal? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the said note has been communi- 
cated to the Government? 
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* Is it a fact tliat the Principal does not allow the OOYernment 
ai^ditor to audit the accounts of the CoUeg® hostel? 

(d) What were the amounts spent respectively in the year 1034-36 
under the head ‘Trintinjar charges’ ' in the (i) Jagannath Intermediate 
College and (it) Dacca Intermediate College? 

(e) What are the causes of the disparity of respective expenditure 
in these two colleges? 

(/) Are all the printing works of the Jagannath Intermediate College 
done in the Sreenath Press? 

(ff) Is the Hon ’hie Minister aware that the Principal is a benamdar 
proprietor of the said Press? 

(h) Is it a fact that Government auditors were deputed to audit 
the accounts of the Jagannatli Intermediate College for the years 
1921-1926 and for 1926-27? 

(/) Is it a fact that the College maintained two cash books for 
13 months from May, 1926, to May, 1927, one being the original and 
the other being a copy of it? 

(j) Is it a fact that the copy cash book w’as shown to the auditor who 
not finding the audit pencil marks against the entries for 1926 called 
for the original cash book? 

(Jc) Is it a fact that by comparing together with the original cash 
boot^^d its copy, the auditor found a good many interlineations and 
insertions in the^ latter? 

(/) Is it a fact — 

(7) that the College discontinued to keep a Fee Collection Register 
for a year from June, 1926; and 

(it) that at the instance of the auditor a Fee Collection Register 
for 1926-27 was subsequently prepared hy the College oflSce 
and placed before the auditor for in8|)ection? 

(m) Is it a fact that on inspection of the register the auditor found 
that a sum of Rs. 607 was not cre<lited to the College accounts? 

(n) If the answer to (rn) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken against 
the person or persons responsible for the defalcation? 

(o) Is it a fact — 

(t) that the Principal on joining the College got the Savings Bank 
Account of the Jagannath Intermediate College hostel trans- 
ferred to his owrn name; 

(n*) that he withdrew Rs. 100 from the said Savings Bank Account 
on the 3l8t May, 1922; and 
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(lit) that the money was not refunded till the accounts of the College* 
were audited in 1926 P * 

(р) Will tlie Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state — 

y(t) how many extensions have been granted to the Principal after 
his retirement from Government service ; and 

\i{) what is the length of each extension P 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque): (a) (i) Eleven. 

(«) No, though he opposed the reappointment. 

(b) Does not arise, 

(с) No. Government do not consider that the audit of the messing 
accounts of the College hostel is necessary. 

(d) (i) Rs. 605. 

(ii) Rs. 122. 

(e) In the case of (?) ihe figure represents the total cost of the year, 
while in (ii) it is the cost of printing at private presses alone, that at 
the Bengal Government Press not being known. 

(/) No, but the bulk of the work is done there. 

(g) The member is referred to the answer given to a similar question 

of his on the 22nd March, 1934. V 

(h) Yes, 

(t) to (n). These are questions relating to matters of detail of the 
audit report and it is contrary to established practice to supply the infor- 
mation in question. 

(o) (i), (ii) and (Hi) Yes. 

(p) (/) and (ii) The member is referred to the answer to a similar 
question of his given on the 22nd March, 1934. 


Joint Stock Banks in Pabna. 

•84. Mr. R. MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
CJommerce Department be pleased to state — 

(a) How many Joint Stock Banks with their registered offices in 
district , of Pabna are in (t) official liquidation, and (ii) 
liquidation under the supervision of the Calcutta High Court 
in accordance with the provisions of the Indian Companies 
Act, 1913 P 
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^4) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay a statement on 
the table showing — 

(i) names of such companies wdth authorised, subscribed 

and paid up capital of each ; 

(ii) when each of them went into liquidation; 

(Hi) name of the liquidators of each and their remunerations; 

(iv) dividends, if any, paid either to the share-holders or 
depositor^ since each of them went into liquidation; 

(r) how much of the assets realised and spent up to date in 
case of each of them; 

(I'i) whether accounts are being submitted by the liquidators 
regularly by each of them as required by High Court 
Rules ; 

(ri/) monthly recurring expenses, sanctioned by the High 
Court, as establishment charges in (*ase of each of them; 

(vui) which of tliese companies (in liquidation) have opened 
accounts with the Imperial Bank of India and from 
when ; 

{{jr) amounts remaining with the liquidators in suspense 
account in each case; and 

(.r) when licjuidation ])rocpedings of each of them are likely 
to l)e terminated and these companies dissolved? 

(c) Is it not the princijde of liquidation to dispose of the assets 

of the companies as early as possible and pay their depositors 
and creditors as much us possible? 

(d) Have Government considered the factor that if liquidation 

proceedings are not terminated quickly, the entire assets of 
the companies are likely to be swallowed up in paying their 
necessary establishment charges? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Meml>er Iw pleased to say whether be is 

considering the desirability of drawing the attention of the 
Hon^ble High Court to see that official litjuidaiion proceed- 
ings are terminated as quickly as possible? 

MEMBER in ohargi of COMMERCE DEPARTMENT (thd Hofi’lbit 
Sir dOlill WOodhead): (fj) and (b) A statement giving the desired 
information or such of it as is available is laid on the table. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) It is an accepted principle that liquidation proceedings should not 
be unnecessarily prolonged. 

(e) No. 
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December 1937 .. Auguat 1936 .. Not known 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 


Enforooment of the Bengal Municipal Act in Darjeeling area. 


33. Mr. A. RAHEEM: Will the non*l)le Meiiiher in (harge of the 
Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the reason for the delay in enfonement of tlie portion of the 
Bengal Municipal Act, relating to the Darjeeling area; and 

(tV) when it is likely to be enforced? 


The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: (0 and (ii) Notifi. 
cations extending the Act to Darjeeling from 1st April, 19-%, subject 
to certain modifications have been published in the CnlnttUi Gazette of 
5th March, 193G. 

Delay 'vaa only such as was necessary to settle the modificatioDB in 
consultation with the local officers and muni<*ipulities concerned. 


Typists and copyists in the Civil Courts of the 24«Pargana8. 

24 and 25. Dr. JOGENDRA CHANDRA CHAUDHURI and 
Mr. R. MAITI: (a) Will the Hon’hle Member in charge of the Judh inl 
Department be pleased to state whether it is not a fact that since the 
establishment of the Copying Depaiinient the typists and copyists in the 
civil courts of the District Judge of the 24-ParganaH, like Government 
servants of inferior services, were allowed to continue in service so long 
as they w'ere found fit irrespective of their age or length of service, 
inasmuch as they were not entitled to any pension or gratuity under 
the rules of that service? 

(b) Is it not a fact that under instructions contained in High Court’s 
General Letter No. 2, dated the 12th January. 1934, the services of 
six typists and copyists wJio were appointed substantively or temporarily 
after 1930 were dispensed with from the Ist March, 1934, to improve 
the standard of remuneration of typists and copyists in the district? 

(g) Is it a fact that upon representations of some of these discharged 
typists and copyists, a letter was addressed to the District Judge by the 
Registrar, High Court, Appellate Side, to see whether there were any 
typists or cop^nsts in the district unsuited for further employment 
on account of age or infirmity? 
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(d) Is it a fact that the Judge in charge of the Copying Departmeiit 
in the district actually found none so unsuited P » 

(c) Is it a fact that the District Judge was pleased to report to the 
Begistrar in the negative? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a copy 
of the aforesaid letter? If not, why not? 

(g) Is it a fact that upon further instructions from the Registrar, 
the District Judge had to find out typists and copyists attaining the 
age of sixty years to make room for three of them who had been dis- 
charged as aforesaid? 

(/i) Is it not a fact that the amount of work in the Copying Depart- 
ment was so large that three extra hands had to be employed, two of 
them being c'opyists and one a typist in addition to the reinstatement 
of the said three employees? 

(i) Is it a fact that the extra hands employed are still in service to 
cope with the work? 

The Hofl*hle Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: {a) Typists and 
copyists used to be employed so long as they continued- efficient. 

(h) Yes, seven not six. 

(c) Yes, on the representation of a typist. 

(d) , (e) and (/) The information sought for is of a confidential 
nature which Government are not prepared to disclose. 

(g) Two typists and one copyist, who weie over sixty years of age, 
were discharged to make room for three younger and more efficient men 
discharged before. 

(h) The increase in work necessitated the employment of three extra 
copyists on a temporary basis. 

(t) Yes. 

Improyamant in senrioe oonditions of copyists and typists. 

26 and 27. Dr. dOCENDRA CHANDRA CHAUDHURI and 
Mr, R. MAITI: (a) Will the Hon^ble Member in charge of the Judicial 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that under High 
Court Rules and Circular Orders, 1918, Volume I, Chapter XII, naone 
but a licensed copjast or licensed tj'pist is to be employed ifi the 
preparation of copies and typists providing their own typewriter 
machines should he given preference over copyists when fresh appoint-* 
ments are made? 
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it a fact under the rules and circulars referred to above no 
^Sistiaction should be made between English and vernacular copyists 
and no person shall be licensed who is unable to copy both English and 
vernacular efficiently, legibly and with reasonable despatch and copyists 
whose work is inaccurate or in other respects unsatisfactory should be 
dispensed withP 

(c) Is there any Government rule or High Court Circular applicable 
to the typists and copyists under which a typist or copyist is liable to 
be discharged from service on account of age limit? If so, will the 
Hon^ble MemWr be pleased to lay a copy of such rule or circular on 
the table? 

(d) Is it a fact that Hon’ble Sir Abdur Rahim, the then Member in 

charge of the Jvidif ial Department in Ireld out hopes that the 

Government would try to improve the status of the ty])ists and copyists 
and ameliorate their condition? Will the Government he pleased to 
state what improvements have been effected in their status since then? 

(e) Is it not a fact that copying fee has been increased to 33 1/3 per 
cent, on folio basis since the year 1924? 

(/) Will the lion 'hie Member be pleased to state from which source 
and to what extent, improvements, if any, in the conditions of the 
typists and (X)pyihts liave been effected since the price of the folios was 
increased hy the Government? 

The Hon’ble Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: (a) and (h) The 

present rules in force are Nos. ()62 to 665, Civil Rules and Orders, and 
are substantially to the effect stated. 

(c) Yes. A copy of the cinular has l>een jdaced on the Library 
table. The member is also referred to rule 665 (J), Civil Rules and 
Orders. 

(d) No improvement in status has been effected ; but if the member 
is referring to their earnings, then generally 8i)eaking it may be stated 
that there has been an improvement in the average earnings in 1936 
over those for 1930-1934. 

A Provident Fund has also been established. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Vide reply to (d) above. 

Rotiroment of the typists and copyists. 

2S and 2B. Or. JOCENORA CHANDRA CHAUOHURI and Mr. R. 
HAITI S (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial 
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Department be pleased to state wbether it is a fact tbat tbe Hon 
High Court has recently issued a circular enjoining upon the typftsta 
and copyists to retire on attainment of 60 years age? 

(b) Is it a fact that at the time of appointment of the existing 
typists and copyists, the rule for retiring at the age of sixty years was 
not a condition of their service? 

(c) Is it not a fact that many copyists served as such even up to 
the age of 70 to 80 years and were still found fit and capable? 

(d) In view of hardship entailed on the typists and copyists by 
enforcement of sixty years* rule of retirement, are the Government 
considering the desirability of recommending to the Hon*ble High 
Court to exempt those typists and copyists from operation of this 
circular who were appointed before this circular was issued? If not, 
why not? 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(b) They are not regular Government servants; there was no rule 
as to age of retirement hut they have been and are liable to be dis- 
pensed with at any time. They are merely licensed as copyists or 
typists. 

(c) Government have no such information. 

(d) No. The question implies a claim to a status which never 
existed. 


Copyists and typists of (y>urt8. 

30 and 31. Dr. JOGENDRA CHANDRA CHAUDHURI and Mr. R. 
MAITI. (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that when the prica 
of a folio was 3 annas Government used to get a revenue of 8 annas and 
n copyist He. 1 by selling eight folios ? 

{h) Is it a fact that by raising the price of folio from 3 annas to 
4 annas, Government gets an extra revenue of 8 annas by selling eight 
folios, while copyist get a remuneration of Re. 1 by writing eight folios 
as before? 

(c) Is it a fact that the typists and copyists contribute 1 anna from 
their remuneratioii of Re. 1 to the General Provident Fund and the 
Government pays to the Provident Fund a bonus of nine pies out of the 
extfa revenue of 8 annas and remaining 7 annas and 3 pies is Government 
saving? 
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(^) Will "the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay oa the table a 

^^tatwent showing— 

(i) amounts paid by the Government as bonus to the General 
Provident Fund, and 

(u) savings made by the Government out of extra revenue of 8 
annas since the institution of the Provident Fund in October, 
1924, and up to Marc h, 1935? 

The HOfi’ble Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: (a) and (6) Pre- 

viously the charge per folio was 3 annas, and it is now 4 annas. Out 
of this 4 annas, Government pay the copyist a remuneration at the 
rate of 2 annas i)er folio and have in addition to j>ny the cost of the 
stationer}^ and the comparing and other incidental charges involvcnl. 

(c) Typists and copyists admitted to the Contributory Provident 
Fund are reciuired to pay a minimum subscription at the rate of 6J per 
cent, of their emoluments. Government contribute to the Fund at the 
rate of 4 11/16 per cent, of their emoluments. As stated in the answer 
to (juestions {a) and (A), Government have to l>ear other charges 
besides the contribution to the Provident Fund. 

(d) The information is not readily available and could not be 
obtained without a lulK)rious encpiiry whic^h Government regret they 
are not prepared to undertake. 

Typists and copyists of courts and Registration offloes. 

32 and 33. Dr. JOCENDRA CHANDRA CHAUDHURI and 
Mr. R. MAITI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial 
Department be pleased to state the number of (/) typists and (n) 
copyists employed in the Fivil, fhiminal and Revenue ('ourts and 
Registration offices, respectively, of Bengal and the amount 8i>ent 
for their remuneration during the last three years? 

( b ) What has been the average income of each typist and copyist 
during the last three years ? 

(c) Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing amounts received year by year ns revenue by selling folios 
since its price was enhancefl in the year 1924 and how much of this 
was spent as — 

(f) remuneration to the typists and copyi.sts, 

(u) bonus, and 

( Hi ) comparing fees and for stationery? 

id ) Is it not a fact that the system of making advances to ^e 
fypists of civil courts for purchasing typewriters has been discontinu^f 
If 80 , from when and why ? 
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The Hm'ble iir BROilEIA0AA LAL 

MiTTERi 

(a) NninboT 

typists and copyists in eiWl courted 

Typists. 

Copyists. 

1933 

... 238 

429 

1934 ' 

... 

402 

1936 

... 200 

366 


The rest of the information wanted is not readily available and cannot 
be obtainetl without a laborious enquiry which Government regret they 
are not prepared to undertake. 

(6) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) The information asked for is not available and could not be 
obtained without a laborious enquiry which Government regret they are 
not prepared to undertake. 

(d) Yes. Since 1933. This is inadmissible on account of some 
amendments of the Civil Account Code. 

Stattmtiit showing thaavtragt monthly oarningi of copyists and typists in 
civil courts during 1932, 1933 and 1934. 
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ttililint iliowiRg tin avmgt inanllily tMirnhiis at a lypiit and a eapjfM in 
^ Rtvanua and Criminal eaiiitt during 1M2, 1933 and 1134. 
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BUDGET GRANTS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 

1936 - 37 . 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

35— Industries. 

The Hon'bie Nenrab Sir MOHIUODIN FAROQUI,.af Rataii|iwi I 

mention this only to show that the general industrial training scmme 
inaugumted by the department is capable of being expanded or adapted 
aa circnnutances require and as funds permit. Before I pass on to the 
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next item reference ni4y be made to another important line of the 
department’s activity, namely, participation in industrial exhibitiopa^ 
I think it is quite unnecessary for me to dilate upon the commercial 
and industrial Talue of exhibitions. Only last year this House 
expressed their approval of the department’s activity in this direction 
when they voted a grant of Rs. 9,000 for the purpose. Provision for 
tile same amount has also been made in the next year’s budget. The 
department participated in f35 small local industrial exli^itions during 
the period under review by giving practical demonstrations with lantern 
lectures in improved methods of weaving, dyei/ig, making of leather 
goods and also in labour-saving appliances designed by Technical 
officers. It also arranged exhibits in tlie demonstration train arranged 
by the Easteni Bengal Railway authorities. Govetffment recently 
deputed a small staff* with a selected assortment of bandloom exhibits 
to participate in *the All-India ilandloom Weaving Exhibition held 
at Patna in February last to popularise the handloom products of this 
province. From reports recently received it appears that Bengal’s 
exhibits were very highly Uppreciaied. As many as 11 first class 
silver medals and 12 second class bronze medals and certificates were 
awarded to exhibits from Bengal. Sales effected frdm the Bengal 
section were very encouraging. One weaving firm from the Hooghly 
district, besides selling all its available stock, booked orders amount- 
ing to several thomsaiids of rupees. Fnits from the districts also 
reported large sales. The results, in fact, must be regarded as very 
satisfactory. 


The import ance of techni(*al and industrial education in a proviuce 
like ours cannot he overestimated. It is argued that the literary bent 
of the j)reseut day University education has been one of the contribu- 
tory causes of the present unemployment amongst our educated young 
;n:|ien. However this may be, we all agree that a wider diffusion of 
technical and industrial education is most essential. In this sphere, 
therefore, the three main items of our activities are (1 ) training abroad, 
(2) maintenance of (he Governinent technical and industrial schools, 
and (3) giving grants-in-aid to nou-Government institutions. While 
the present fijiuncial stringency has comi>elled us to hold 4x abeyance 
the award of State Technical Scholarships since 1931-32, there has been 
no slackening of tifforts in the other directions. It has been the 
accepted policy of Government to stimulate technical and industrial 
education in the province generally by a system of grauts-in-aid for 
which provision of Rs. 1,76,000 has been made in the next year’s 
budget. It will no doubt interest the House to know that the total 
number of tedh^cal and industrial schools, both Government and non- 
GQ#ernment, in Tfiengal and the number of scholars attending ^e same 
on the Ist January, 1935, was 132 and 6,102 against 121 and 6,337, 
respectively, on the Ist January, 1928, Although these figures do not 
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aho|j|, any large increase in the number of schools or scholars, they do 
^ho#<»i%r indicate that the people have begun to realise the value of 
sich education. . While the present policy is not fe add to the number 
of earisting Governineut technical and industrial schools, Government 
have not been slow in effecting necessary improvements in their con- 
ditions or enlarging the scope of their usefulness. Government have 
recently embarked upon a large extension of the Serampore Weaving 
Institute whi^ is maintained as a Central Institute by the establish- 
ment of a power loom section so as to keep pace with the marked 
development in the cotton mill industry in this province at on estimated 
cost of Es. 19,133 (non-recurring) and Ils. 18,485 (recurring). In 
view of the present deplorable condition of the silk industry in Bengal, 
special efforts ere directed towards improving the condition of the 
^Berhampore Silk Institute which established with the oliject of teacdi- 
ing improved prtcesses of silk reeling, dyeing and weaving including 
jHiwer waving, ^his Council voted last year a grant of Its. 10,113 
for the installation of up-to-date machinery at the institute. Similarly, 
sttBps have also beeu taken to improve the (‘ondition of the Pabnu 
Technical School and the Bengal Tanning Institute for which necessary 
provision has been made in the next year’s budget. The boot and 
shoe-making classe.s attached to the Bengal Tunning Institute were 
started in 1929-30 to give the desired impetus to the leather industry. 
Let me now tuni to the fifth item of our objective, namely, provi- 
sion of credit facilities. As the House i.s aware, the Bengal State Aid 
to Industrie.s Act which was pa.s.sed by the legislature in 1931-32 and 
brought into actual operation in 1933-34 provides the machinery for 
the grant of State Aid to deserving indu.strialists. (jovernment 
provided in the budgets for 1934-35 and 1935-«36 Its. 1 ,00,000 ni^ d 
Ks. 60,000, respectively, for grant of loons, and have also undertaken 
the liability involved in the guarantee of cash credits with banks to 
the extent of Rs, MjOQQJor giving aid under the Act, but it was not 
found necessary to utilise any i)ortion of these grants in view of the 
fact that the amount of advance sanctioned by Government could be 
met from the State Aid to Industries Act Fund which stood at 
Es. 57,000 at the beginning of the current financial year. Fp-to-date 
loans aggregating ILs. 41,000 have been sanctioned. This is exclusive 
of the sum of Es. 25,000 representing the amount guaranteed by 
Goyemment with banks as cash credit. In a Press Note issued at the 
beginning "of this year, Government have drawn attention t^ the slow 
rate of progress made under the Act and have pointed out thft the 
number of applications has been below expectation, while ihf qudlity 
of the projects for which *State Aid was sought was on the whole poor. 
It is too early yet to come to any definite conclusion, aJbout the work- 
ing of the Act, and it is hoped that both the uumbet of applications 
and the quality of the schemes put forward by the applicants will 
improve. ^ 

33 
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I will now speak a few words about the Sericulture Department. 
The question of pWtecting and fostering the indigenous 8ericultui||]^ 
industry has be^pn engaging the close attention of the Government. 
The Government of India also decided to distribute annually for 
5 yeara^, with effect from Ist April, 19-35, grants aggregating Rs. 1 lakh 
to the provinces to ensure ,the development of the industry on All-India 
lines. Bengal’s share of the grant during the current year 'amounted 
to Es. 41,347. The difficulties facing the industry are numerous and. 
serious, but it is recognised tha^t the most impoitant problem to be 
tackled with the grants is the provision of disease-free seed cocoons. 
Schemes have accordingly been initiated for the production and supply 
of disease-free indust lial seed cocoons through the agency of selected 
rearers in the silk-producing areas under departmental supervision and 
for researches on silk-worm diseases. It is satisfactory that as a result^ 
of the departmental activities and, particularly, of the working of the 
schemes whi(;h ere in operation in 12 centres opened for tjj^ purj^ose 
the number of approved rearers working under deptotmental supervision 
increased from 194 in 1934-35 to 361 in 1935-36 and the total number 
of tree mulberry plants and good layings supplied ,to the rearejca during 
1935-36 was 13,219 and 89,147, respectively, wliile the number of rearing 
houses improved and disinfected, totalled 4,177. Bs. 10,000 wjas also 
given as bonuses to the selected rearers to cover thc^ cost of improving 
the rearing houses and thoroughly disinfecting tlje same duiing the 
same period. It is recognised that the imi)rovement of the technique 
of reeling is of pammount importance in improving the industry, and 
with a view to bring home .to the reelers the advantage of reeling with 
modern machinery the Mysore domestic basin type of reeling has been 
introduced in the' Berhampore Silk Institute and the Piasbary Nursery 
in Malda district and arrangements for its demonstration in other o^tres 
made. 

With these words, Sir, I beg to commend my motion to the 
acceptance of the House. 


V. Motions for reduction. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 23,800 under the head “35B — Industries (Reserved) — 
Cinchona plantations — Pay of oflicers — Quinologist and qther gazetted 
officers” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the policy of ihe Govern- 
ment in not selling to competent manufacturing concerns for manu- 
facture of genuine cinchona bark from Government plantation at 
reasonable rateH)* 

Sir, I rise move this cut motion in order to raise a discussion 
about the policy of the Government in not selling to competent manu- 
facturing firms for manufacture of quinine from cinchona bark from 
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Goviflftineiit plantation/ at reasonable rates. I know^ Sir, we are very 
pressad for time, so I would not raise those points which have 
praeiioally become axiomatic so far as quinine is concerned. It is a 
/act which cannot be j^ainsaid even by our worst opponents that in 
India quinine is a commodity which, in importance, is next to none; 
particularly in Bengal, which is saturated with malaria, quinine is 
more needed than our daily bread. The Hon'ble Minister for IxK*aI 
Self-Government has told us how quinine has worked wonders in tha 
place from which he comes. His words are still ringing in my ears 
that as 0 result of two years' experiment in certain areas of Burdwan 
the malarial mortality has been very materially reduced. We can- 
not too sufficiently congratulate the Government for that wonderful 
V result. But what is at the bottom of it, SirP C’tutainly quinine ia 
the important factor. We may very well talk of Plasmochin, 
Atebrin, etc., and similar things; but they are so very costly that even 
middle class pcbplie like ourselves cannot afford to get them. They 
are manufactured by foreign expert firms and are very costly drugs 
iLsed instead of quinine. That being the position, the importance of 
quinine in India, especially in Bengal, cannot but bt* very great, and 
I would not waste* my time and the time of the Council in trying to 
dilate on It. (iovernmeot *ihoul(l realise the importance of C|uinine 
pjoduction in India; but 1 fear they have not. That is the p(»int 
where wc (|uurrcl. Gn tlie last occasion, just a \ear ago, on the floor 
of this H<Mise I and some of my friends ruise<l this (juestioii of qui- 
nine proiluclion. We discussed a.s to how it was possible to prepare 
<|uinine in Bengal and bow it was possible and practicable to cheapen 
that. Sir. m> unfortunate position at the present moment is this: My 
motion is under the head of “Industries” and my friend the Hon'ble 
Xawiib of Ratani»ur is in charge of that. But, Sir, a year ago when 
the (jiie-stion of (juinine wu.s raised and diseussed in this House, the 
IBm’ble Sir B. h. Mitter took interest in thi.s matter and tried to help 
us in coming to a .solution. So whatever 1 might say to-day is in res- 
pect of what we heard irom him about quinine. 


I find from the printed discussions wffiich we had on tlie last occa- 
sion that Sir B. L. Mitier told us tliat the total quantity of (piiniue 
required by us was 2 lakh lbs. of which Ib.s. was manufactured 

bv the factories of the Government of India and the rest wms imported. 
Might I humbly point out that be bud ignored the fact that a large 
(;uantity of quinine w'as imported dire<‘t by manufacturers of quinine 
preparations and quinine mixture ordinarily known as malarial speci- 
fic, which practically did not come within the calculation of ordint^ry 
trade. Sir ^ if you take that into consideration, you will find that a 
very lar^e quantity of quinine is required for India. **! am, however, 
^ «ot quarrelling on that point at the present moment. Sir, our 
esteemed friend ti^ed to help us then and gave us an assurance — *1 am 
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referring to the Council proceedings of the 11th February, 1935; we 
were told that “both the hon’ble members opposite an3 the Goverf^ 
ment benches are at one that there should be larger consumption of 
quinine, and for that purpose we are considering (we mean 'Govern- 
ment') ways and means, and I hope before the end of this session I 
will be in a position to make an announcement." I do not know what 
the Hon'ble Sir B. L. Mitter meant by "this session." I presume the 
time for the announcement must have been over now. He made that 
statement on the llth February, 1935, and now we are at the close of 
March, 1936. We expected some schemes which had been promised to 
t^e members of this Council. Then I find at the end of the proceedings 
Babu Khetter Mohan Ray said: “Then, Sir, in view of the assur- 
ance that the Hon’ble Member is preparing a scheme with regard to * 
quinine, I beg leave of the House to withdraw the motion." I am 
really surprised to find that the Government, of which Sir B. L. 
Mitter is a member, have not yet found time to maj^e up the promised 
scheme. This is my first complaint against Government. Sir, I 
know Government — and have some experience of the w^ays of Govern- 
ment — for a thing w'hich can actually be done in a week Government 
takes a month, so one session may mean several sessions. Leaving 
that point, there are others to which I want to draw the special atten- 
tion of Sir B. L. Mitter. I had talk with him not only in my personal 
capacity but as a (h)uncil member, and I think I shall not be accused 
of using any private correspondence if I refer to what transpired 
between him and myself. Sir, 1 had induced some of my friends 
prominent among whom were Sir P. C. Roy, Mr. Raj Shekhar Bose, 
Sir Hari Sanker Pal and others to take up the manufacture of qui- 
nine in Calcutta. Tliey agreed to take up the responsibility of 
experiments and co-operate with Goverment in the manufacture and 
supply of quinine. This w^as at my request and at the kind encourage- 
ment of Sir B. L. Mitter. As a consequence of that, the Bengal 
Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works obtained the supply of some 
ledgerina bark for the preparation of quinine. Sir B. L. Mitter was 
very kind to help them in getting that bark. I find that the Bengal 
Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works first wrote to the Revenue 
Member asking if the Government could supply some ledgerina bark 
for experimental purposes. The Government replied that 1 ton of 
that bark could be supplied at a rate of annas 8 per lb. exclusive of 
transit charges. The Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works 
wrote on 15th March, 1935, asking to be supplied with a trial lot of 
1 ton of the bark at a nominal cost. Government wrote on the 10th 
May, 1935, offering 1 ton of ledgerina bark for experiment at four 
annas a lb. Then, Sir, an order was sent and in the last letter Gov- 
ernment stated that no regular supply (this is w^here the complaint 
began) of bark for manufacture can be guaranteed as practically the 
whole of the available bark w^as neetled to keep the Government factory 
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workiiig. (foTernment also stated that considerable sunplus stocks of 
^««^de qmnme existed and the Government was in a position to offer 
the Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works a supply for produc- 
tion of purified quinine sulph. This raised a discussion in the Bengal 
Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works. I was present there: They 
found that without the help of the Government in the supply of cin- 
chona bark the idea of manufacturing quinine in Bengal will be ridi- 
culous as cinchona bark is the raw material from which, and which 
alone, quinine is prepared. Then, Sir, the ledgerina bark is the only 
kind of bark from which a proportion of quinine is obtainable justi- 
fying the troubles of manufacturing. From other kinds the produc- 
tion is so small that the cost becomes very high. So the Bengal 
Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works found no other alternative but 
to accede to the proposal of Government. They wrote on the 16th 
May, 1935, aeking to be supplied with at least a few more trial lots 
of ledgerina bark and asking at what rate Government was prepared 
to supply crude quinine out of the surplus stock at their disposal. 
Government wrote on the 8th June, 1935, asking the quantity of 
crude quinine required by the Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical 
Works. Gn the 14th June, 1935, the Bengal Chemical and Pharma- 
ceutical Works replied that if the rate was favourable, they would 
purchase 159 lbs. of crude quinine monthly. There they were dis- 
ap]K)inted. In their last letter, dated 25th June, 1935, Government 
stated that on reconsideration of the question, they were unable to 
undertake to supply crude (luinine to the Bengal Chemical and Phar- 
maceutical Works. Leaving aside the question of cinchona bark and 
ledgerina bark, for manufacture of quinine, the Government of 
India, or the Government of Bengal — which I do not know — could not 
agree to entrust the Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works, to 
purify crude quinine. This is the way, Sir, in which Government 
help the local industry. The idea of the Bengal Chemical and Phar- 
maceutical Works, I can assure you, was not to make profit. It was 
through our inter^'ention that the Company agreed to try the experi- 
ment. If they succeedec^ what would have been the result? 
Certainly other manufacturers would have come forward to manu- 
facture quinine from cinchona bark. I maintain that if that could 
have been done, it would have been possible to manufacture cjuinine 
in Calcutta not only to meet the demands of Bengal, but of the whole 
of India. The practical difficulty which we experienced during the 
Wt two years was that no bark was supplied to us and none was avail- 
able elsewhere. My friends know that up to the other day every 
crystal of sugar which we took used to come from Java. In a short 
time what a change has been effected. All the sugar that we require 
is now matiufactured in India and the day is not far distant when it 
may be possible to export sugar from India. 8uch results can be 
achieved only with the active sympathy and willing co-operations of 
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Government. --What ha» been possible with sugar, I am Ihre, may be ^ 
possible with quinine. Am I hoping too much in asking Govern 
to help us in trying to make India independent of quinine from foreign 
countries? On the last occasion, I pointed out that the Kina Bureau 
was the great obstacle in our way. This bureau is a combination of 
the manufacturing firms which have been holding their sway over us 
and are against the manu|acture of quinine in India. Unless Gov- 
ernment come to our rescue and help the manufacturing firms like the 
Bengal Chemical, B. K. Paul and Co., Smith, Stanistreet and Co. 
and similar other companies that have grown up in India during the 
last 40 years and have acquired competent position, further progress 
cannot l>e expected. They are, I am sure, quite competent to manu- 
facture quinine only if they can obtain the raw material. If Gov- 
ernment will encourage in the beginning, say, after 10 years' time 
India may possibly be independent of this Government supply; for 
private firms also will then come into the field for cultivating cin- 
chona bark and will supply the bark to manufacturers of quinine in 
India. Our experience regarding indigenous plants, etc., which are 
now grown in Kashmir and other distant places, and were not easily 
obtainable formerly, is that now many firms are manufacturing indi- 
genous drugs from those plants, etc., and we find a market has been 
created for those raw materials. The plants, etc., are regularly culti- 
vated in mountainous and other suitable places in India and a ready 
market has grown up in Calcutta. Why should not somebody who 
has sympathy, with requisite knowledge, take up this matter, and 
why should not Government consider the question from all points of 
view and seriously help us in having quinine manufactured here from 
raw material cultivated in India? I had occasion to go and see 
Mr. Weston, and to discuss with him. Mr. Weston gave expression to 
such a lot of sympathetic words that I was overw'helmed, but when I 
asked him for something tangible, the answer was that it was not 
within his power. I put the question to him as he was the highest 
offiwr in the Industries Department. He said he was interested in 
cottage industries and not in inanufactiirAg things like quinine, 
etc. I did not know what to do. and I w'as not satisfied with the 
answer. If the Industries Department cannot help us in such a 
matter, W'here are we io go for advice, lielp and co-operation? On 
the last o<T 0 sion I appealed to Sir Brojendra Mitter, who is our 
countryman, to help us in this important matter. A year has passed 
away and I still hope that he will help us and succeed in solving the 
difficulties which might be standing in the way. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Df, AMULYA RATAN CHOSE* Sir, I rise to support the motios 
•0 ably moved by Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt, and I would only 
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«fty if the Government want to drive out malaria from the country 
scope should be ^iveii to our countrymen to manufac'ture and 
sell qitinine as much as possible. Every (‘oncern must l)e f^ll 

scope for the manufacture and sale of quinine in our country and in 
that way we can control the incidence of malaria in Bengal. 


Tha Hon'ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: Government would 
be only too glad if private individuals start (‘inchoim plantations and 
mauufactuie quinine, Quinine is not a monopoly of (Government; it 
is open to any one to start a plantation. 


Rai Bahadur Dr. rf^RIDHAN OUTT: To start a plantation is an 
impossible idea. 


Tha Hofi’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: It is impossible and 
that is the difficulty. (Quinine is not a imuiopidy of Government : it is 
open to any one to manufacture (piinine and to have plantations. In 
the Madras I^re^iidency there are, at the mcunent, private cinchona 
plantations. In Bengal there were private cinchona plantatums. I 
think thei-e is still a tea garden in the Darjeeling district which is called 
the Tea and Cinchona Plantations. What happened was that private 
plantations were given up because the planters found that tea was more 
profitable than ciin hona. (T{)veninient took up growing cinchona and 
manufacturing quinine. In Bengal the only factory which exists is 
the (Government factory at MungjxM). In Madras also the factory 
belongs to Government. These are the only two fact()ries in India. 
There is a plantation in Burma, but that belongs to the (Government 
of India; it is likely that that plantation will be closed down. So far 
as we are concerned, we have got the plantation in the Darjeeling 
district and we have got the factory. Dr. Huridhan Dutt’s grievance 
is that Government is not lielping jirivate parties to nuinufacture 
quinine. My short answer is that the bark that we prodm^e is not 
adequate to keep our factory going. As Dr. Dutt knows, it takes about 
7 or 8 years for a cincliona jdant to mature before bark can be extracted. 
All the bark that we produ('e is consumed in our factory ; we cannot 
spare any bark for private j>arties. Besides, we are under a contract 
with the Government of Madras to supply that Governiiieiit witli a 
certain quantity of bark for tbeir factory. Between these two factories 
the bark produced in India is inadequate. That is the answer to 
the grievance that the bark is not .supplied to private parties. Gf 
course, that does not conclude the matter. It might very well be eaid : 
^Vhy do not you produce more bark?” We have l)een considering 
whether the time has not come when we ought to expand our cinchona 
nrea. If we expand our cinchona plantation, in course of time, say 7, 
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8 or 10 years, we shall Ibe getting mtfre bark and the needs of 4ik» 
province may be met by our factory in an increasing measure. At 
present moment, it is impossible for Government to supply bark to 
private parties for the reasons I have already stated. A certain 
quantity of bark, as Dr. Dutt has said, was supplied last year for 
experimental purposes. We supplied a tojt of bark to Bengal Chemical 
and a certain quantity to B. K. Paul, but when they wanted a regular 
supply of bark for commercial purposes, we were not in a position to 
give. I will give some figures to the members of the House, and 
they will appreciate our difficulty. In 19^13-14 the bark harvested 
was l,b‘il,9fi0 lbs. and the bark used in the factory was 1,268,365; there 
was a deficit of 136,405 lbs. This deficit was met from our accumulated 
stock. In 1934-*35 the bark harvested was 1,095,369 libs, and the bark 
used in the factory was 1,375,379 and the deficit was 280,010 lbs.; 
that again was met out of the accumulated stock. The closing balance 
of our stock on 31st Marc h, 1935, was 1,(K)9,0(K) lbs. That is the w’hole 
accumulated stock of bark we have got. In 1934-35 our deficit was 
roughly 280, (KM) or nearly 300.000; so, in about 3 years’ time, at this 
rate our accumulated stock will be exhausted. We cannot obviously 
supply private parties from (»ur accumulated stock. Madras wanted 
a 5-year’8 contract for the supply of 200,000 lbs. of bark every year for 
their factory. In 1934-15 they took 230,000 lbs.; they have applied 
for 200,000 lbs. for 1935-36. and we are considering whether we vshould 
be justified in depleting our stoek further. Even if we do supply 
Madras this year, it is just |Kissible tliat from next year we shall not 
be in a position to supply the Madras factory. That is the position 
of bark vis-a-ria Government faetc»ries. 

As regards the seheme referred to hy Dr. Haridhan Dutt, I was in 
hopes that I would be in a position to tell the House what it was. 
S<‘heme for what!^ Scheme not for manufacturing more quinine, 
because we are manufacturing as much as we can, but for reducing 
our aitock of ac'cumulated crude quinine; that was the seheme I had 
in mind. With regard to that, 1 stilted at length last year, and I 
rejieated again the whole of the quinine policy in India is dictated 
by the Government of India. We are not our own masters in this 
matter yet ; under the new constitution we shall be. We are in corres- 
pondence with the Government of India; various schemes have been 
suggested and corresixindence has been going on. but as honlile members 
are aware the wheels of Government move slowly. Any scheme that 
we may formulate in the Governmeni of Bengal must be approved by 
the Government of India before it can be put into operation. We have 
not got any approved scheme yet, and hence I am not in a position 
to state what that Scheme is. 

Dr. Dtitt’s next point was that we should help private mannfactnreni 
to produce quinine. MThen we found that we were not in a position 
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to bark, I made a suggestion to Dr. Dutt, and he communicated 

Shat OTggestion to the manufacturers, that instead of taking bark they 
might^ke our crude quinine and out of the crude quiniite manufacture 
purifiel quinine for the market. Tfiat offer was not accepted by the 
manufacturers.^ Therefore, you cannot blame Government for not 
offering lo help private manufacturers to manufacture quinine for 
consumption. These are the points which Dr. Diitt made. For the 
information of the House I may state one or two other fact-s. 

With regard to cinchona bark, apart from the fact that our pro- 
duction is not laige, it is necessary for the manufacture of cinchona 
fefliirifuge. The demand for cincdiona febrifuge is large. We cannot 
meet the demand and therefore we have to conserve every pound 
• of bark. I will give another pie<‘e of information which would 
interest the House. This House has voted a sum of money to 
the Public Health Department for free <iistribution of quinine. 
In order to increase the amount of quinine available for that sum, 
we have suggested to the Public Health Department tluit in«t**ad of 
taking purified (piinine at higlier price they might take our (‘rude 
quinine at lower juice for free distribution. All medical authorities 
are agreed that for medicinal proi)erties they are exa(*tly the same. If 
the Public Health Department accepts the offer, then, a larger quantity 
of quinine will be available for distribution to the (“ountry' than has 
hitherto been the case. In this connection 1 may also state another fact. 
I am grateful t<t Dr. Dutt for acknowledging our action in the matter. 
Although we sold to Madras at 6A annas a jmund we supjdietd bark to 
the manufacturing firms in Bengal at 4 annas a pound. Bengal 
manufacturers got the bark 50 jier cent, cheaper. These are all the facts 
relevant to this motion. 

To sum up, our .sto(*k of bark is l<»w and our produ(*tion of Iwjrk is 
decreasing. We are now considering the question of expanding our 
cinchona area. AVe have to conserve all our bark, not cmly for use in 
our factory, but also for the manufacture of (dnehona febrifuge..^ We 
have got a stock of crude (juinine which w’e offered to the manufacturers, 
but tJiey refused the offer. AVe have a contract with Aladras to !'Ui)ply 
bark to them. Therefore, no bark is available. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARiDHAN DUTT: Bir, may 1 put one question 
to the Hon'ble Member!^ Is it not true that on the 25th June, 1936, 
Government wrote to the Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works 
offering to sell ciiide quinine, but on reconsideration of the qusetion 
Government could not supply the crude quinine? 

Tha Honlila Sir BROdENDRA LAL HITTER: I have not got the 

correspondence before me. This was aftir the rejection, . 

The motion was then put and lost* 
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NARENORA KUMAR BASUf Sir, with your permission my 

I more this motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Tes. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I beg to move that the demand 

of Es. 3,91,300 under the head “35A-“Industries (Reserved)” be re- 
duced by Rs. 100. 

The revised budget figures show that the salt subvention has been 
renewed and the Government expect Rs. 1,10,000 this year as well. 
The Bengal Government has Iby now received several lakhs from this 
source and the purpose of this motion is to ascertain how much has ‘ 
been spent in fostering the indigenous manufacturing of salt. I 
would only ask the Hon’ble Member as to what stepts the Government 
of Bengal have taken for the purpose of helping the salt industry of 
Bengal. The industry is in its infancy and only a very few factories 
have been started. The assistance that these factories want is assis- 
tance in tile form of some subsidies, of warehousing and of some faci- 
lities in paying up the excise duty. I should like to know what steps 
the Guverament of Bengal have taken to help the infant salt industry 
of Bengal. 

Tht Hon’bli Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: This question of the manu- 
facture of salt in Bengal has again come up and 1 shall begin by 
referring to what I said last year, 1 suppose Mr. N. K. Basu has 
read my remarks and will remember what I said on that occasion. I 
said that we had decided to start as an experiment two warehouses — 
one in Contai and another in (’ox’s Bazar. This scheme of ware- 
houses was taken up at the direct request of Mr. N. K. Basu who was 
then, 1 do not know whether he still is, the President of the Salt 
Manufacturers’ Association. That particular scheme was put for- 
ward by the Salt Manufacturers' As.sociution and at the time I ex- 
pressed doubts whether it would be a success. In January of last 
year we opened a warehouse at Contai, and I shall read out, if I may, 
what I said on the I4th March, 1935 , I said this: “The experi- 
ment is not at the present moment showing much hope of success for 
the very reason that I stressed last year. As I pointed out at that 
time, the difficulty is that the villager who is permitted to manufac- 
ture salt for sale in the village without payment of duty obtainsi a 
better price by selling the salt he manufactures to the local consumer 
than by selling il to licensed warehousemen who must pay a lower 
price, bet'ause they have to pay duty.” My doubts have been fully 
justified, iUast year not an ounce of salt entered the warehouse at 
Contai, and ^ have just received a report that not an ounce of salt ha» 
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that warehouse this yew also. The reason as I hare laid is 
people are allowed to manufacture salt free of duty at Con- 
tai f<^ocal consumption, and a*^ lonj|^s they are allowed to manufac- 
ture sdjjlt for local consumption free4)f duty, they will not sell to any- 
one whq has to pay the duty. We propose to close down the ware- 
house a?l' Contai; we have jfiven it a fair trial for two years, but not 
an ouncIFof salt has entered the godown. And I do not propose to 
open the godown at Cox’s Bazar. The .scheme was doomed to failure 
from the very start. 


We also had an enquiry made, as the Hou.se know.s, as regards the 
po8.sibility of manufacturing salt in Bengal on the Burma and Sind 
methods. The expert who came from Sind reporte<l that the Sind 
method could not he applied in Bengal, but the gentleman who came 
from Burma, he happened to be a Bengalee, repf)rted more favour- 
ably. As I said last year, the expert from Burma said that manufac- 
ture according to the Burma method might be u succc8.h if the selling 
price of salt was Its. (iti per KMt maunds. As I pointed out at this 
time last year 1 was not very oj)timistic of the success of the Burma 
method because the price of salt was Rs. 50 and not Rs. GO per 100 
maunds. So we had an enciuiry made to find out w’hether, having 
regard to the actual selling price, .salt could l)e manufactured at a 
profit at Fulcheri in Cox’s Bazar where conditions appeared closely 
to re.semble tho.se in Burma. We have also had enquiries made at 
Contai. The Contai enquiry show^s tliat there i.s little hope of suc- 
cess in that area. As regards Fulcheri, the conclusion seeniB to be 
that there is a possibility of success so long as the additional import 
duty is maintained. But the difficulty is that if the additional import 
duty is not maintained, and 1 would remind Mr. N. K. Basu tbaUhe 
is a strong opponent of this additional duty, the manufacture of salt 
at Cox’s Bazar will in all po.ssibility not be a commercial success. 
That is the position we have reached. We are now in correspondence 
wdth the Government of India as regards the possibility of doing 
something to as8i.st a factory that has been started in Cox’s Bazar 
subdivision, but no final decision has as yet been reached. The diffi- 
culty is that our enquiry points to the conclusion, that if the addi- 
tional import duty is not maintainc^d, it is very doubtful whether the 
manufacture of salt wdll be a coinniercdal proposition. I have now 
given an account of what w*e have done. We have done everything 
we possibly can. I am sorry that the warehouse scheme has not been 
a success; but it obviously could nut he a succe.ss. So long as people 
have the privilege of manufacturing salt in the soliferous tracts round 
the Bay of Bengal, in Contai, Cox’s Bazar, Xoakhali and the Bundar- 
bans, for local consumption without payment of duty, they will not 
sell to a dealer who has to pay duty, becau.se he cannot pay the same 
{nice aa th^ can get from the local consumer. 
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Sif, I oppose the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


MauHri ABDU8 SAM AD: Sir, I beg to move, that the detnand of 
Rs. 26,000 under the head “35A — Industries (Tran8ferred)^Director 
pf Industries-^Pay of officers” be reduced by Rs. 100 (failure to raise 
the status of the Berhampore Silk Weaving Institute to that of a 
college). * 

I think. Sir, that probably only one minute is left for the discus- 
sion of this motion, and all that I can do is to merely move it. Sir, 
having regard to the importance of the silk industry in Bengal, and 
also in view of the fact that the Government of India made a 
special grant for the development of the sericultural industry in this 
province, I hope the Hon’ble Minister will be good enough to give 
fcifect to the resolutions w'hich have recently been passed by the Silk 
Committee under the presidency of the Director of Industries 

(At this stage the time-limit for the discussion of the demand for 
grant under ”85 — Industries” having been reached, the member had 
to resume his seat.) 

The motion was put and lost. 

The original demand of the Hon'ble Minister for Industries was 
the^ put and agreed to. 


37— Misoelianeous Dapartmonts. 

TiM Hon’bla Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor. I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 4,19,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”87 — Mis- 
cellaneous Departments.” 


}/ofwns for reduction.^ ^ 

Mr. P. BANEflJI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Ra. 1,56,800 under the head ”37 — Miacellaneous Departments 
(Reserved and Transferrl^)” be reduced by Rs. 100 (attitude of the 
Chief Inspector of Factories xegarding the inspection of the presses 
in Calcutta). 
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Sk, in doing so, my object is to draw attention of the members to 
Xbe CftUous and indifferent attitude of the Factories Department in the 
discharge of their statutory duties, especially with regard to the private 
presses. We have the Factories Act which provides for the health and 
safety of the workers in the factories. Now let us vsee how these rules 
are complied with and enforced by the departmenl in charge. The 
Jiresses owned or managed by the private individuals have often been 
described and, rightly so, as dark dungeons in which these poor em- 
ployees are to work. The Act could not help them. 1 must admit 
that the Chief Inspector of Factories has done good to the employees 
in some of the private pre.sses, while a large number of these presses 
have been left still unnoticed. There are 107 registered presses and 
1,120 unregistered presses, hut only in 5 or 0 cases have prosecutions 
been lodged. The Inspection Department was good enough to admit 
in their report that the sanitary conditions arc not good in Iho 
private presses. AVe got that report in 1004. May I enquire, Sir, 
what has been done to make the sanitary condition in accordance with 
the rules provided in the Factories Act to improve the sanitary condi- 
tions in these presses!*' 1 regret to inform the House that the workers 
in the private presses are still neglected. The officers of the depart- 
ment do not even pay their visits to these presses regularly. 

Sir, I am surl you will agree with me that the private^ presses 
require more inspections and strict enforcement of the Factories 
Buies is necessar;f in the presses owned and managed by private indi- 
viduals at least in the interest of the employees working there. So 
far as sanitation is concerned, these presses are veritable nuisances. 
'i'o add to this, I am informed that there are presses where there is no 
good arrangemient of drinking water even; what can be more deplor- 
able than this? If there is the least truth in it, I think there is no 
necessity of keeping the Factories Department at a cost of Bs. 1,56,800; 
nothing can be more terrifying than that such a condition should still 
exist. 

Now, Sir, about lead poisoning. The cases of lead poisoning are 
not few in these private presses. It is not strange that the presses 
are a veritable nuisance with regard to sanitation, do not provide good 
drinking water to the employees, can ensure neither health nor safety 
to its workers, who are liable to fall easy victims to death and dis- 
ease — I mean lead pofsoniug or tuberculosis. Sir, is it not the duty 
of the Factories Department to see that the rules provided in the Act 
are strictly complied with in all the private presses? I feel con- 
strained to jsay that this duty is very much neglected — the indiffer- 
ence and apathy on th^e part of the Factories Department is responsible 
for the hardships and oppressibn suffered by the employees in the 
private presses. 
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I am informed that in 1935 there were 3 eases of lead poisoning in 
the Bengal Government Press and one case is still pending at th# 
Workmen’s Compensation Court, and in 1936, in the course of these 
three m^ths only, as many as 25 cases of lead poisoning have been 
sent to the Medical College Hospital for treatement. Sir, the Bengal 
Government Press is, as you are all aware, inspected by a certifying sur- 
geon and the sanitary condition of the press is good and all sorts of 
preventive measures are taken ; but in spite of thah, there have been 
within this short time as many as 25 cases of lead poisoning. 


The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: May I ade; W, where 

Mr. P. Banerji has got this information from? 


Mr. P. BANERJI: If the Hon’ble Member will please enquire 
from the Medical College, then he will find out the truth of my state- 
ment ; 25 such cases have been sent from the Bengal Government 
Press. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: Sent by whom? 


Mr. P. BANERJI. My information is obtainetj^ from the persoijs 
wlio have suffered from lead poisoning, from members of the public. 
Tliut being the case and the condition in the Bengal Government 
Press, as I have said, being much better than in other presses, why is 
it tliat no such case of lead poisoning is reported froiq the 107 regis- 
tered presses at all? Are we to understand that they are better 
situated in this respect? On the contrary, that w^ould conclusively 
show that such cases are never reported from these presses. 

Sir, I feel convinced that if the Factories Department enquired of 
the well-known Press Employees’ Association, which is a registered 
association, they will get all the information regarding these allega- 
tions. I may assure the House further that the work, of the Factories 
Department will be much easier if they chose to get o%Qj>eration from 
the sai^ assoc^lion which exists for the welfare of the employees in 
the presies. 

As the time is very short, I will not make^lt lengthy speech, but 
would coimnend my motion to the acceptance of the Bbuse. 

‘‘ V 

% 

Tut Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHI^ADs Sir,/r, P. Bwierji brings 
up this motion year after year; he diff iM) last year. And on this occa- 
iion JL lsoiigratulate him upon concentrating on private presses and not 
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on tfcn OoTernment press. Private presses— of course not all of them, 
' there are exceptions, — but a considerable number of private presses 
are not as well ventilated, as weU managed, as clean and sanitary 
as we should like to see them. But that is not the fault of Factory 
Inspection Department. Sir, the Factory Inspection Department are 
not neglectful of their duties. They inspect these presses regularly 
and take every action which the law permits them to do, but it does not 
follow that they are able to insist on the maintenance of all private 
presses in the condition in which we should like to see them. 

First of all, it must be remembered that all presses are not regis- 
tered factories, xV registered factory, I think, requires the numlM^r of 
persons emplc^d to be at least 20, hut all presses do not employ that 
.numbei; therefore, all presses are not necessarily registered factories, 

if* 

Mr, P, BANERJI: There are 107 registered presses, so far A 8 I 
know. 


Tha Hon’ble 8if JOHN WOODHEAD: I, too, have got certain 

figures. In lOMo. the number of times presses w(*re inspected was 
17s, (In* number of orders issued relsiting to cleanliness, sanitation, 
ventilation, and lime-wnshing was nH; the number of orders relating 
to iilegah einplofTiuent, defective registers, notices of working hours 
was ](K); the number of proseeiitions lo; and the number of convio^ 
tions also lo. These figures certainly do not diselo.se any uCglwt by 
the Factory Insptetion Staff of jnivate pre.sses. And we know from 
experienct* — 1 drew attention t(» the last year — how difficult it is to 
^deal with certain of these presses. As I said last year, there was one 
press in regard to which I had to be called in in order to prevail upon 
the management to adopt methods to ensure decent conditions, and. 
Sir, -il was a long time before I succeeded in having •the necessary 
improvement carried out. 

As regards lead poisoning, I really do not know where Mr. P. 
Banerji has got Ms figures from. He said that there were three cases 
of lead poisoning in the Bengal Government Pres.s in and that 
25 persons suspected to be suffering from lead poisoning weroff^flent to 
the CalcuUa Medical College Hospitals in 19d5 for treatment. So 
far as 1 Jcnow, those figures are entirely wrong, and I think that, as 
a matter of fact,., in reply to a (question a little while ago JL said that 
there was no case of lead poisoning in the Bengal Government Press 
in 19d5. We certainly hav# not sent so many cases to the Medical 
College HosEpital ; as mattor dl fact, 1 very much doubt whether tve 
have sent any such cast* Lail^ear we arranged lor the certifying 
surgeon to visit the Bengal Government Preias iie.|^yisita the pres^ 
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anoe a quarter and examines the empilbyees fo^ any sign of lead 
poisoning. Sir, I refute the suggestion* that fhe Factory Inspection 
Department are not carrying out their duties in an efficient man^r. 
I oppose t]bc motion. 

The motion was put and lost. 


Mft 8i Me B08E: 1 heg to move that the deniand of Bs* 4,19,000 
under the head “d7 — Miscellaneous Department'’ be reduced by Ra. lOO 
(exen^ptioii of schools which are charitable institutions from electricity 
duty). 

Sir, under section *1, proviso (r) of the Bengal Electricity 
Duty Act, the duty is not to be charged upon premises 
declared by Local (Tovernnient to be used exclusively for the 
purpose of public charity. The words “exclusively used for the 
purpp^is of public charity” hove been used also in section 124 (2) of 
the Bengal Municipal Act and it has been held that schools which, 
aBhoujEffl they charge fees, devote the wliole proceeds for the promotion 
of education, have been held to be, under this sectten, exclusively 
used for the purposes of public charity. I ask the Hon’ble Member 
to be BO good as to exempt certain schools, which come pnder this 
definition of ‘‘public charity,” from the electricity duty. 

Thd HlNIl’bld 8if JOHN WOODHEADS Sir, there Is a considerable 
history behind this matter with which Mr. Bose is as well acquainted 
as I am. Mr, Bo.se has refeired io section 126 of the Calcutta Municipal 
Act and has supported his arguments by reference to thgtaeOtion. But 
does he know that the school he has in mind, I shall not name it». has 
not obtained an exemption from municijKil taxes under that section of 
the Calcutta Municipal Act 

. 8- B08E: Yes, it has. 

Th% HOfi’bie 8ir ilOHN WOODHEAD: I say no, it has not. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: My neighbour (the Hon’ble Sir B^by ^Pi*asad 
Singh Boy) says that it has obtained a grant equal to the rente it has 
to pay. 

Tb# Hon^blt 8if ^OHN WOODHEAIM But I say it has not been 
given exemption; a grant is an entirely different matter. J[n fact, Sir, 
the position of this school vis’-a-ris section 126 of the Calcutta Municipal 
Act illustrates exactly the position which I adopted during the debates 
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00 Electricity Duty Biff. Mr. Ananda Mohan Poddar moved an 
•^flp|6twiment in which he proposed that schools should be exempted from 
(1^ electricity duty. I raised objection and said that I could »dt agree- 
to an exemption of that kind. But I also said: '‘If, as regards aided 
schools, it is found that this duty places a burden on their finances 
which they cannot meet, then instead of givinj^ these aided institutions 
a hidden subsidy by exemption from this taxation, the proper way is 
to assist them by a direct prant, driven specifically to meet this extra 
burden, provided of course it is impossible for them to meet it from 
their ordinary income.” That api>ear8 to be exactly the position of 
this school lyis-a^vu section 126 of the Municipal Act. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: Sir, I beg* leave to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The original demand of the Hoirble Sir John Woodhead was put 
and agreed to. . 

The Council was then adjourned for fifteen minutes. 

(After Adjournment.) 

41 anil ao-Civil Works. 

Tho Hon’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of RatatifNir: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to 
move that a sum of Bs, 95,76,000 be granted for expenditure during 
19-36-07 under the heads “41— (^ivil Works” and ”60— Civil Works, 
not charged to revenue.” 

Sfr, this T think, the last budget that thie Council will 

consider, it will not be out of place to give a brief summary of the 
service rendered by the Public Works Department during the past 
septennium. 

The first point worth mentioning is the reduction in expenditure 
effected' in this department. We started investigations for radactioii 
in expenditure as far back os in August, 1931, and our retrenchments 
have effected a cumulative saving of Ks. 81,000 a year. 

On account of the financial stringency, a considerable reduction was 
effected m both original and repair works from the provincial revenues, 
but in spite of that reduction we have been able to metal about 32 miles 
of roads and have also improved the condition of the existing roads to 
the presabi day standard of high specifications. Sir, the House will 
no doubt be interested to know that the department maintains about 
958 miles of metalled and 696 miles of unmetalled roads. 

Since the formation oi the Road Board, they have been surveying 
fte entire province, and two expert Engineers of the Public Works 
U 
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Department have been deputed as Road Bevelopmei^t Project Officer 
and the Bridgre DMi’gner. The work is proceeding on five-year plans, 
and a tride netwijfk of communication is being worked out. Ae 
department has already constructed 225 mileS of new roads including 
reconstruction of district board roads from the Road Board Fund.; 
Some of the more important roads taken up are the Iswardi-Pabna 
road, the Calcutta- Jessore road, the Diamond Harbour road, the Ghose- 
para road, and the improvement and widening of the Grand Trunk 
road. The proposed Calcutta-Darjeeling road, Howmh-Benares road 
and many others are under examination. 

We have seen through the rebuilding of the Chandmari Bridge on 
the (}rand Trunk road at Howrah and the provision of roadways and 
footpai )|0 over the W^illingdon bridge at Bally through the agency of 
the East Indian Railway. 

Sir, quite a large number of bridges have been undertaken; some 
have been completed, some ore rinder consideration, while others are 
under investigation. Perhaps the most important of these are the 
Tista and the Sevoke bridges which have opened up communication 
with the tea areas in the Duars, and with Tibet, and I need hardly 
dilate upon the political and commercial significance of these bridges. 
The Kunti and Seraswati bridges on the Grand Trunk road, Jhikar- 
gacha bridge on the Calcutta- Jessore road, Sevoke-Tista bridge and 
Leesh bridge on the Sevoke-Bagrakote road project, the Tankabati, 
Dahl and Kalarpole bridges on the Chittagong- A rracan road are some 
of the important bridges which we have undertaken to construct. 
Preliminary arrangements are in progress with regard to many otlier 
bridges including the Damodar bridge, Churni bridge, Rangram bridge, 
and the Hathabhanga bridge. 

I would not tire your patience by mentioning the numerous public 
buildings that we have constructed, reconstructed, and improved during 
the period under review. We have constructed during this period 86 
important buildings at a total cost of Rs. 1,14,50,911, a few of the 
more important ones being the subdivisional buildings in Alipur Duars, 
new civil court buildings at Asansol, play-ground and swimming tank 
for the students of the Calcutta Madrassa and the Islamia College, 
construction of a new building for the Moslem Institute, acquisition of 
land and purchase of a building for a hostel for the students of the 
Bethune College, constniction of a high school building at Bhola, 
conj\trnction of a hostel for the Ahshanullah School of Engineering* 
Dacca, chnstruction of guru-training schools at Midnapore, Berhampore! 
Krishnagar, HoWfah, Jessore, Khulna end Katwa, extension to the 
Eden Hospital at a coit of Rs, 6,61,162, additional buildings for the 
Serampore Weaving School at a cost of Rs. ?, 48,680, construction of 
this Council Chamber at a cost of Rs. 30 lakhs, construction of a hostel 
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lor tli6 otudentA of the Ronaldshay Medical School, Bjtirdwvm, construo 
iioiia in connection wi.th the transfer of the headquarters station frotn 
Noakhali to Maijdi, reconstruction of the Qovernmenir^ouse and other 
Govermnent buildings damaged by the eai’thquake in Darjeeling. 

We have also been electrifying the Government buildings, as far aa 
the funds at our disposal permitted, at various stations which have 
helped certain infant indigenous industrial firms in the shape of elec- 
trical companies to grow up. We have a comprehensive scheme for 
the electrification of Government buildings ready to be worked out 
according as funds are made available. 

To come back to the demand for gran,t, it will appear from the 
budget estimates for 1935-30 that the estimated expenditure foi? voted 
items inclusive of establishment charges was Its. St"), 1 10, 000, while the 
revised for that year has Wen reduced to Its. 84,08,700. The amount, 
namely, Its. 95,70,000, which the Council is now asked to vote, shows 
an increase of Its. 11,07,300, compared with the revised estimate which 
is mainly due to the following increased provision under the heiids 
“4l and 00 — Civil Works’*: — 


41 — Civil Works — 

Hs. 

Original Works — Buihliiigs .. 1,28,000 

Rood Development Fund VV^orks to be carried 
out by the Public Works D6])artment on Pro- 
vincial Roads .. .. 1,00,00<) 

Grants-in-aid 7,69,000 

60~Civil Works . . . . 98,800 


Total .. 11,85,800 


Or say, Its. 11,80,000, less Rs. 21,000 representing decrease under 
“Establishment nett.” 

Under the head “41 — Civil Works— Original Works — Civil Build- 
ings,” it is proposed to spend Rs. 22,300 on works for Reserved subjects, 
and Hs. 9,06,447 on works for Transferred subjects. The it^ms of 
works are specified in Civil Works Budgets circulated .to the members 
of the Council. The amounts provided as reserves for minor works 
under various departments are intended for works costing small amounts 
in connection with the buildings occupied by the various departnffents. 
These works are generally within the power of sanction of the respective 
heads of departments. 
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For communicationfl under '"41 — Civil Works, no provision has 
been made under "‘Reserved — Voted,'* while Rs. 8,62,646, which 
includes Rs. 8,22,000 for Road Developmen^t Fund Works to be carried 
out by the Public Works Department, has been provided under 
"" Transferred.” The items of works have been detailed in the budget. 

Under the head “ Repairs,” Rs. 2,88,000 is provided for Reserved 
Department, and Rs. 35,42,000 for Transferred Department, as com- 
pared respectively with the revised estimates of Rs. 2,88,000 and 
Rs. 35,11,000. The difterence under ""Transferred” is due to 
the fact that the revised estimate of Repairs grant for 
1935-36 has been reduced to Rs. 35,11,000, for certain roads 
are being treated with a higher form of road specification, which is, 
expected to reduce cost of maintenance hereafter. The projects are 
being classified as Original Works and funds have accordingly been 
provided by reappropriation from Repairs. 

E.stablishment ; The grant required on account of Establishment is 
Rs. 12,57,300, as compared with the budget and revised estimates of 
Rs. 13,45,400 and Rs. 12,78,800, respectively, for the year 1935^6. 
Both tlie revised estimate and tlie next year’s demand show a fall in 
provincial expenditure, and this is brought about by the prospect of 
larger recoveries of establishment charges from the Central Government 
as also of larger English expenditure which forms part of a separate 
demand for giant. The only noticeable feature in the next year’s 
demand for Establishment is that it includes a lump provision of 
Rs. 30,000 for oxtm architectuial establishments in connection with 
the new Custom House project, but this expenditure from provincial 
revenues will be more than counterbalanced by the percentage charges 
that we shall ultimately be recovering from the Government of India. 

Tools and Plant; For Tools and Plant. Rs. 2,000 and Rs. 51,000 
have been provided for 1936-37 under the heads “Reserved” and 
“Transferred,” respectively, against Rs. 2,000 and Rs. 59,200 in the 
revised estimate for 19^15-36. 

Gmpt-in-aid ; A provision of Rs. 23,07,0(X), which includes 
Rs. 10,67,500 for Road Development Fund Works to be carried out by 
local bodies or by the Public Works Department on their behcJf, and 
Rs. 9,65,000 for distribution out of the surplus revenue from Motor 
Vehicles Tax, has been made against the revised eeitimate of 
Rs. 15,48,000. The increase is due to the increased provisions for Road 
Development Fund Works, and for distribution out of the proceeds of 
the Motor Vehicles Tax. 

60— Civil Works: It will be noticed that the provisiwi under 
""60M}ivii Works” for 1936-37 relates to Rs. 66,000 under Reserved 
for reconstruction of and repairs to earthquake-damaged Government 
property, and Rs. 3,46,000 under Transferred for the construction of 
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a building" in the Army Clothing site at Alipore for the accommodation 
of Gofcmment offices which are at present located in rented buildings, 
as this, it is expected, will be ultimately remuneratite. 


Mr. 8. M. BOSE: What about the Howrah Bridge? 


The HOfi’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: I 

have already explained in connection with a question put by on^e of 
the members that we have not heard anything from the Bridge 
Commissioners. 


Motiom for redMCtion. 

Babu 8ATI8H OHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I beg to move 

that the demand of Its. 40,»300 under the head “41 A — Civil Works — 
A-5 — Administration of Justice'’ he reduced hv K». 100 (necessity for 
electrifying Government offices and courts in Mymensingh). 

♦ 

Mine is a very simple request. I think the Hon’ble Minister knows 
that there is an Electric Supply Company at Mymensingh which caters 
to the needs of the citizens, and the municipality has got its streets 
lighted by electricity. In the midst of this dazzling light the offices 
of Government and the Courts are in complete darkness. There they 
use candle-lights. Officers, Judges and litigants and lawyers all have 
to work hard and in the hot weather they are at the mercy of the sleeping 
pun Aih/z-pullers. I think the lighting of offices with electricity as a 
business proposition will not be a losing one. There is no reason why 
the Court buildings and the offices should net be supplied with electric 
lights and fans. This will add very little vO the burden of Govern- 
ment, and I think for the convenience of all concerned, including the 
Government officers, Government will see its way to comply with a 
simple request from us. 


Mr. 8. M. BOSE: May I say a few words in support of the motion. 
When the Bengal Electricity Duty Act was passed, it was suggested 
that as most of these struggling companies would pay the tax, it would 
be as well if Government were to encourage them, in order to bring 
in more funds to them, by having ail Government buildings in mufassal 
towns like Mymensingh, Comilla, Jalpaiguri. etc., electrified. A» 
Mr Ray Chowdhuiy^ has said, it is absurd that when certain parts of 
Mymensingh are electrified. Government offices have no electric lights 
or fans. I .believe in Mymensingh there is a vet> well-organised Elec- 
tric Supply Company, and I would ask Government to encourage* it by 
bariAg ^eir offices electrified. 
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TIM Hofilito Sir BROSENDRA LAL MITTERl GoverSment art 
eacotiraging private companies wherever possible. I cannot get money 
for the improvement of libraries of the Courts. Surely, I cannot go to 
the Finance Member and alk him for money for electric lights and 
fans in offices. We have every sympathy, and when better times come, 
Government will see that all the amenities of the twentieth centurj' are 
provided, but in the present financial condition it is impossilble. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I beg leave to 
withdraw my motion. 

. The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN GH08E: I beg to move that the demand of . 
Its. 9,05,600 under tlie head ‘‘41— Civil Works (Transferred)— A— 
Original Works — Buildings” be reduced by Rs. 100 (necessity of a 
shelter for litigants in the Criminal Court, Howrah). 

I have got only a few words to say in regard to the Criminal Courts 
of Howrah. There is no shelter for the litigants, and the litigants' 
money is the only source of income from wliicli these Courts are main- 
tained. I therefore ask the Hon’ble Minister in charge of this depart- 
ment to pay a bit of his attention towards the protection of the litigant 
public. 

The HOffble 8ir BROJENDRA LAL HITTER: 1 have every 
sympathy with I>r. (ibose’s request, and I can tell the house that year 
after year I have been asking for money to provi<le shelters for wit- 
nesses land litigants, but I am always met by a non jfosi^umus — no money. 

I can assure Dr. Gliose that this matter is constantly present in my 
mind, and it is not merely Howrah but many otlier districts which want 
phelters. As soon as funds permit, these will be erected. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: I beg leave to withdraw my 
motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA BEN GUPTAI May I have your permis. 
sion to move this motion? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes, you may move it. 

Hr. NAREBHHHANDRA BEN GUPTA: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 8,22,000 ^nder the bead ”41 A — Civil Works (Transferred) 
--Coinmunioatious — Road Development Fund Works” b| reduced by 

Rs. 100 (Administration of the Road Development Fund gr&Hts). 

% 
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Tllis r^ates to the administration of the Road *Developineiit Fund. 
Year after year the Road Board is setting up and joogitating over 
numerous schemes that they have in view, but up till now we find that 
a huge sum of money bus accumulated in its hands. It is suggested 
that the position with regard to roads in Bengal is so excellent that it 
takes years for Government to find out a scherhe fo]* new roads. I have 
some knowledge of one or two schemes; they have taken an inconsolably 
long time to get rid of all the money they have got from the Govern- 
ment of India. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY S I can assure the 
hon’ble member that nobody is more anxious to expeilitc the road 
development programme than my humble self. The matter has received 
the urgent and serious attention of Government. The l^rovincial Board 
of Communication have given their advice on several important 
schemes and the Special Officer in charge of Road Development is 
preparing a comprehensive survey for the whole of the province which 
will form the basis of road development not for the present Government 
only, but for the future as well. We have already spent (juite a 
substantial amount on road development and roads like the Grand Trunk 
rood, Chittagong-Arakan road, Pahnn-Lshurdi road, Tangail-Mymen- 
singlj rtmd, and Burdwau-Aramb^igh r<x»d, Calcutta-Jessore road, Ghose- 
para road, have been taken up including some bridges. So we are not 
wasting our time in preparing road development stdiemes. We are 
going on simultaneously, we are devising new' schemes, and at the 
same time we are making a substantial progress. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Dr, AMULYA RATAN GH08E: 1 heg to move that the demand 

of Rs. 8,Od,(K)0 under the head “41 — Civil Works (Transferred) 

Original Works — Communications” be reduced by Rg. 100. 

Sir, the Grand Trunk road within the municipal area of Howrah is 
verv’ narrow. It is the oldest road known. From the days of Queen 
Ahalya Bai it is known as Ahalya Bai road and from that time up till 
now' this road has not been widened a bit and one can consider what a 
huge crowd is now passing through that road — lorries, buses and all 
sorts of vehicular traffic as well as pedestrians pass through this road. 
The narrowtiess of the road is practically the cause of serious accidents 
which resulted in the death of many people. Therefore, it is extremely 
necessarv' that the road should be widened considerably and after that 
the road should have pncca footpaths on both sides. At present only 
one side is' provided with a pucca footpath, but on the other side there 
is none. The result is that oftentimes pedestrians are killed under 
motor cars and lorries^ which override them while they are using the 
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road. The importance of the Grand Trunk road need not be emphasised. 
It is a very important road and in no way it is less important than some 
of the big roads of Calcutta— Harrison road, Strand road, etc. But 
the width is much less than the roads that I have mentioned. Chn- 
sidering the growth of the city that is going on apace, it is extremely 
necessary that this road should be widened. Therefore, I appeal to 
the Hon’ble Minister to pay greater attention towards the improvement 
of this road, particularly when one side of the road has (been provided 
with a pucca footpath for which the ratepayers of Howrah are grateful 
to Government, and they will be still more grateful if the road is widen- 
ed aud provided with a piwca footpath on the other side. 


Mr. H.8. E. STEVENS: The mover of the motion has himself given 
the main reason why the provision of footpaths within the municipal 
limits of Howrah on this particular road is impossible. The limits 
within which 'provision can be made are governed first of all by the funds 
available and by the width of the road. As the mover has said that the 
road is in his opinion already too narrow for ilie wheeled traffic which 
it has to carry, therefore to cumber it with footpaths on both sides would 
be merely to increase the congestion. He suggests that the road be 
widened. That is a proposition involving very costly acquisitions and 
would require a very large sum of money. The Grand Trunk road has 
at present footpaths in places where the width of the road and the 
necessity of traffic demand it. It luis been said that on only one side of 
the road have footpaths been provided. I may i-efer to the informa- 
tion which we have about il. 

Grand Trunk road (North) : Footpath on the west flank from 
Golabari road junction to Haraganj road junction about a length of 
2,300 r. ft. was provided last year. In the east flank, it has not been 
-^provided, because on account of the open drain the width there is not 
sufficient to admit of useful footpaths being built. On the rest of the 
road beyond the Sulkea Chaurastha construction of footpaths has not 
been attempted, because there is no tramway here causing any con- 
gestion of traffic, there is sufficient width for the pedestrians and 
wheeled traffic, and there are deep Jcidcha drains belonging to the muni- 
cipality alongside the road. 

Grand Trunk road (South) : On the existing Chandiuari bridge 
there are already footpaths. This bridge is being rebuilt and footpaths 
will be provided along the reconstructed bridge. From Telkulghat road 
junction to Sibpur Tramway terminus, a length of about a mile, foot- 
paths on the west flank, where there is sufficient wi<|th for the purpose, 
have been sanctioned and will be built. In the. east flfuik there le 
already a provision in the sanctioned estimate for iinproveshents to thie 
portion of the road for construction of footpaths from Telkulghat 



1936|f DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 8« 

junctioil up to 100 ft. beyond Ramkrisbtopur Ghat road. Eemainingf 
portion will be taken up when funds are available. Beyand the Sibpur 
Tramway terminus thera is a footpath for about a ,furlong%p to the 
jute mills area on the east flank. In the Sibpur Barar area, we have 
again a very narrow road with wide side-drains on each side and there 
is no room here for footpaths, unless a very costly acquisition is under- 
taken. Beyond Sibpur Bazar there is no great congestion of traffic and 
the road is sufficiently wide for all purposes, pedestrian and otherwise^ 
and provision of footpath in that part is not at present considered 
necessary. It is not correct to say that Government have neglected the 
road. Government have done all that is possible considering the funda» 
available and considering the width of the road at its various points- 
within those limits. 

I oppose the motion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 


Babu 8UK LAL NAG: 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Ks. 8,b‘h(K)0 under the head “41 — (^ivil Works — Driginal Works— ('om- 
munications” be reduced by Ks. 100. 

Sir, the object of my motion is to raise a debate on the cost of con- 
struction of roads with Road Development Fund by Public Works 
Department, We find that whenever the Road Development Board 
make a scheme for the construction of any road, the estimate of cost 
prepared at their instance for such construction is so enonnously and 
unusually high that with such tost a district board can construct 
motorable roads with a little less width about four or five times in 
number. The width as estimated by the Development Board for a road 
is not at all necessary in the mufassal. In my opinion, if estimates are 
prepared according to the needs, necessities and circumstances of each 
particular district, many more roads can be constructed without laying 
out a big sum for a single one. Instances are not rare where estimates 
prepared at the instance of the Board for the construction of a road 
cx>uld be and were actually cut down to less than one-third, which 
changes in the estimate were afterwards found to Ibe real, accurate and 
practical. The Board is requested to prepare its schemes and estimates 
in consultation with the district board concerned. And in my opinion 
after such consultation if respective district boards are entrusted with 
the construction of such roads, the cost will be much less and many roads 
can be constructed with the amount allotted by the Board for the con- 
struction of 4 single one. In conclusion, I beg to add that wild and 
fantastic schemes rather waste time and energy and scare away the 
real workers from the field of action. With these words I commend 
my motion to the acceptance of the House. 
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^ Tilt Hoo’lllt Sir BIJOY PBASAO SINGH ROYS Sir, I foimd it 
father difficult to follow the hon’ble member, but so far a» I could follow 
him I shftlil try to.i^eet his points. According to kirn, the cost of road 
construction is high and the estimates prepare^oy the Public Works 
Department in carrying out the programme of the Provincial Board of 
Communications are very high. He suggests that roads should be 
developed in ord#r to meet the needs of particular districts. We have 
got to anticipate traffic. The moment a roa^ is improved the traffic 
increases. That is always the case. 8o long there is no road, there is 
n| traffic; but the moment a high road is opened up, tlie traffic auto- 
matically increases. Moreover, in improving these roads or construct- 
ing new roads out of the Road Fund, we have got to anticipate the 
future traffic and not to cater to the needs of the present generation 
only. The Public Works Department have got their specifications and 
the roads have got to be constrin^ted according to those specifications. 
I do not think the Public Works Department can agree to reduce their 
specifications to fall in line with the specifications of the local bodies. 
Tlie local bodies construct roads of district iinportaiu'e, whereas the 
Provincial Board of Coinmnnications have got to devise policy for roads 
of provincial importance and sometime.s of inter-provincial importance. 
So I cannot agree with the suggestions made by my hon’hle friend. 

With these words I oppose the motion. 

The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Mr. S. M. BOSE: Sir, with your permission I l)eg to move that 
the demand of Ks. ^35, 42,000 under the head “41 — (Uvil Works — C — 
Repairs” he reduced by Rs. 100. 

A very large amount has been placed under rejmirs — Rs, 35,42,000. 
A good deal of this money will have to he spent upon the Howrah 
bridge. The longer the new Howrah bridge is delayed, the more will 
be the cost of reiwiirs, and the greater the delay, the greater will he the 
ultimate cost. So, I think the Hon’hle Minister will explain why there 
should he this delay in starting the construction of the new Howrah 
bridge, especially in view of the fact that the amount on repairs is going 
to be a very heavy one. 


Tha Hofi’bit Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of RataniNir: 

8ir, this question has already been explained by me on tbe floor of this 
House on a previous occasion. As members are aware, under the 
Howrah Bridge Act it is the Bridge Commissioners who are authoriaed 
to deal with the question of construction of the new Howrah 'bridgft, and 
t think they are taking the necessary steps in this direction. As 
regards the reason for the deky in the construction of the new bridge, 
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ve liMre not got any paper before ue yet, and I am not in a position to 
atato exactly that reason is. I hope after what I have said the 
bon’ble mover wfl[| withdraw his motion. ^ 

The motion moved by Mr, S. M. Bose was put and a division 
demanded. % 

« 

V * 

The Hoii*ble Sir MOHIUDOIN FARO^UI, of RaUiipur: 

With your permission. Sir, I would like to explain that this budget 
demand has practically nothing to do with the Howrah bridge. The 
bridge is managed by the Bridge Commissioners under the Howrah 
Bridge Act. So, I really do not understand why the hon’ble member 
should press this init motion here in this connection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Aiiyhow, I have got to put it to the House. 

The motion was jmt and a division taken with the following result :~— 


■CMrii, Mr. P. 

■ms, Mr. Mar*ii4ra K«m«r. 

••M. Mr. 1 M. 

Muiatfliari, ••§« Kiifearl Mtliui. 


AhMti, Ihaa ■aiialar Maalvl iaiatfaMlN. 
ArMtlraai, Mr. W. L. 
laluh, Maaifl MaJiS. 

•af. aai taSik Lalit Kaaiar. 

Mai, Rai Rakatfar larat Okaaira. 

■araia, taka Praaikari. 

Saaa, Mr. k. 

•laatfy. Mr. I. R. 

RkMtflMiry, Maalvl Vaaiaf HatulB. 
Maarikary, Maalvl Akial tkaal. 

OkaaFikary, Ma|l Ra« Akaiak. 

•ai, taka Raraiiraiai. 

rartftii. tka Naa’Mv Raarak Hr MaklaMia. 
Ralaapar. 

rargaaaa, Mr. R. N. 

O Rak rt i t, Mr. R. H. 

•rakaai. Mr. H. 

AfMIlM, Mr. Rkarlta. 
taka, Mr. r. R. 

HMiar, Mr. t. R. 

Maaaa, Ika HaaHa Kkaa Rakaiar H. Aiktal. 
Nagg, Mr. a P. 

M aapa r , Mr. a a 
Maiaata, MaaM MakaaiaMg. 

Naiiala, Maalvl LalaMI* 

MOai, Or. W. a 
Kaaua, Maalvl AkaL 

Rkaa, Kkaa lakatar Maalvl Mbmiim Aa 
Kkaa KMa Oakaiar Maalvl Mukaw Aa 


AYES. 


railallak, Maalvl Makaai«ak. 

Ray Okaarikary, Raka latUk Okaakra. 
•ta Rapta. Dr. Rarvtk Okaakra. 


NOES. 


Kkaa, Mr. Raaaar Rakaiaa. 

Kkaa, Maalvl TaaihraMla. 

Klaiarilay, Mr. J. R. 

Magalrv, Mr. L. T. 

MHttr, Mr. P. 0. 

Mattitli, Mr. Makaaia Ivkary. 

Rag, Rvv. R. A. 

Nag, Raka tak Lai. 

Partar, Mr. A. I. 

Oaaiaai, Maalvl Akal. 

RakataL Mr. A. 

Rakaiaa, Kkaa Rakaiar A. P. M. Akiar.- 
Rakaiaa, Maalvl Atliar. 

Ray, taka KkaHar Mtkaa. 

Ray, taka RagtaPra Rarayaa. 

RaM, Ika Haa'Mv Hr RakMl 
Ray, tka Hta*Ma Hr Rljay PraaaP Hagk. 
Ray, Mr. tallanrar Hagk. 
laaiataRak, Maalvl MakaaiaiaP. 

•aa, Ral Rakaiar Akakay Kaaar. 

•aa, Ral Rakaiar trla Okaaira. 
PkakiMaiHa, Ikt Haa'Ma Mr. Kkarpla. 
Hagka, Raka K a kiir a Ratk. 

Mavaa, Hr.i. W. t. 

Ma va at , Mr. N. t. K. 

WaUMf, Mr.i. R. 

WaaikMa. Ika “ — **■*- kfe Jaka 

WwrHfnrtK Mr. W. •. 


The Ayes being 7, and the Noes 56, tha motion was lost. 
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The original demand of the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Mohttiddin Faroqni, 
of Batanpur, that a sum of Rs. 95,76,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the llsads *‘41 — Civil Works’* and “60 — Civil /tH^orks not charged 
to revenue*’ was put and agreed to. 


43— Famiiio Relief. 

The Hofl’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEADs Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Exoellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 2,00,000 
be granted for expendihire under the head “43— Famine Relief.” 


Motions for reduction. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,00,000 under the head “43 — Famine Relief” be reduced by Rs. 100 
(policy and inadequacy of the provision). 

Sir, at the outset I wish to express a grievance. Government have 
declared that in eleven districts of the Presidency and the Burdwan 
Divisions there exists distress of so severe a type that a special Addi- 
tional Commissioner has had to be appointed to look after and organise 
famine relief work, but, Sir, Government have allotted only ten 
minutes for the discussion of a subject which is all-important at the 
present time. The time allotted is very short, in my opinion; in view 
of the gravity of the question and of the widespread character of the 
distress that prevails, I submit that Government ought to have been 
pleased to allot more time for this subject. My district is in the grip 
of famine conditions. In discussing the other day, motion No. 472, 
which stood in my name, under the head “Police,” I gave some account 
of the distress that prevailed in certain parts of my district. Just now 
in two thanas of the Satkhira subdivision and also in two thanas of the 
Bagerhat subdivision test works have been started. In Shyamnagar 
thana of the Satkhira subdivision there is so much distress 


Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: On a point of 
order, Sir, Here is a circular issued to us which says that this subject 
is to be taken up to-morrow. 


Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: That relates to a supplementary demand 
and not to this budget demand. 


Mr. FRE8IDENT: Perhaps the Nawab Sahib hat got hold of a 
wrong paper. Are you satisfi^ nowP 
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Itainb ir^HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: Yes, Sir. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: As I was saying, Sir, the demand for 
work in Shyamnagar thana is so great that the district board authorities 
are finding it very difficult to cope with the demand. When famine 
conditions are prevailing in eleven districts, we find that a j^rovision 
to the extent of 2 lakhs only has been made in the coming year’s budget. 

I do beg to submit most seriously that this is too inadequate a sum to 
cope with the gravity of the situation, which Government themselves 
admit, prevails in eleven districts of Bengal. I have already stated, 
Sir, that in my district famine conditions are actually prevailing in 
• certain parts, and as the year advances, these conditions will become^ 
more grave. I do not understand how Government can expect to meet 
the demands for relief in eleven districts with this paltry sum of 2 lakhs. 
Government draw a distinction betwen distress and famine, but I can 
say here, without any fear of contradiction, that actual famine condi- 
tions are prevailing in certain parts of my district. Government have 
not yet started gratuitous relief there. Those who ere able-bodied are 
coming forward to work for which they are remunerated at not more 
than 4 to 8 pice per diem, and, Sir, it is not everyone that can earn 
this maximum sura of 2 annas per diem ! Even women have come out 
for work, a phenomenon which had never been witnessed before in my 
part of the country. Tli^y are only too eager to carry baskets of earth 
on their heads for any amount — a thing which they have never done 
before 1 That shows, Sir, the seriousness of the distress that prevails 
there. They are also suffering from a shortage of cloth which beggars 
description. Earnings from test works cannot keep a family alive, but 
no measures of gratuitous relief are yet in sight, I do not know, Sir, 
how long Government will be .sitting on the fence and will simply be 
going on with test works. I, therefore, appeal to the Government to 
come forward to ease the situation by granting all kinds of relief which 
are needed and to which these unfortunate, and distressed people are 
entitled. I hope and trust that Government will not delay declaring 
the existence of famine conditions and taking the necessary steps in 
consequence. The other day I spoke on this subject in detail, and I 
do not wish to take up more time for 1 anticipate there are other 
speakers who would like to speak about conditions in their own districts. 

I fervently hope, however, that more money will be forthcoming, and 
that gratuitous relief will soon be started in luy district as it is urgently 
required there. 


TlM Sir IROJENDRA LAL^MITTER; Sir, the provision 

under “43 — ^Famine Relief” does not give a full idea of i#!iat Govern- 
ment have been doing to relieve distress. I shall give some up-to-date 
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Bgiires for the current financial year. GoTernment sanctioned 
the following amounts for this purpose ; — 


Rs. 

Agricultural loans ... ... 8,12,802 

Land improvement loer^ ... ... 1,14,126 

Test works ... ... ... 2,36,578 

Gratuitous relief ... ... 47,262 


Total ... 12,10,767 


SI 

* Although in the budget, under the head “43 — Famine Relief,’^ the 
amount shown was Rs. 1 lakh only, we spent as much as Rs. 12,10,767. 
Originally only one lakh was budgeted for, but it was found inadequate 
on account of the failure of rains end partial failure of winter rice 
crop. It is quite true that distress prevails in various districts. It 
prevails in 11 districts. Apart from spending this money, we are 
trying to get an allotment from the Indian Peoples Famine Trust Fund, 
and we are in communication with the Government of India!' (A 
voice: How much?) How much the Government of Indie will pay I 
cannot say. 

Government have also appointed an Additional Commissioner to look 
after famine work. Mr. Martin who was the Kevenue Secretary some 
time ago has been appointed to organise, co-ordinate and supervise 
relief measures, and he has been touring in the affected districts. We 
are getting detailed reports from him very frequently. He has been 
inspecting test works, and wherever relief is necessary, arranging for 
it. Test works have been opened in several districts, and every effort 
is being made to relieve distress. Mr. Abul Quasem has given us a 
harrowing picture of acute distress in a portion of the Khulna district 
— I believe he referred to the Satkhira subdivision. We are taking 
steps to give adequate relief there. Test works have been opened. So 
far as gratuitous relief is concerned, there are some difficulties of pay- 
ment out of public funds. But steps are being taken to give gratuitous 
relief, not in the shape of money, but in the shape of clothes and other 
things out of private cliarity. Government are.^fully alive to the 
gravity of the situation. There is no doubt that there is acute scarcity 
in many places now, but we are taking every possible measure to meet 
the situation. I cAnnot within the short time at my disposal give a 
detailed account of the schemes which we have taken in hand. The 
Additional Commissioner has been constantly discussing matters with 
local auth^iti^s. We have also deputed officers from varioqi! depart- 
ments to kUp him in relief work and in most districts relief works are 
in train. In^some places it ia-Well organised, and in other places it is 
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but the Additional Commissioner is co-ordinating 
Oaaw by the District Officers and others, and up to now 
Goyemment are satisfied that steps which are being taken are on tha 
right lines. It may be that opinions differ as to the adequacy of the 
relief. There is always room for difference of opinion on that points 
but I can assure the House that this is one of the matters which la 
constantly engaging the serious attention of Government. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: After hearing the lion’ble Member, 1 
beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The original demand was put and agreed to. 



45--8ii|MHnnauati0fi allowaitoas and penstone, and 60-B-~€oiiiimitaii 
.valua of pensions not oharged to revonue. 

Tlio Hon*ble Sir ilOHN WOODHEAD: On the recommendation of 
His Esoellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 82,33,000 
be granted for expenditure under the heads “45 — Superannuation 
allowances and pensions,” and “GOB — ^Commuted value of pensions.'^ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


4S--8tationery and Printing and Oapreoiation (Raaervod) for 
Govornment Preases. 

Tho Hon’btf Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 19,40,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head ‘‘4(i — Stationery and Printing 
and Depreciation (Reserved) — Government Presses.” 

Mauivi ABDU8 8AMAD: 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 35,000 under the head “4GE — Stationery and Printing — Bengal 
Government Press — Pay of officers” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss 
the grievances of the industrial employees, Bengal Government Press). 

Sir, the question^ projier treatment of labcmr has been receiving 
increasing attention of civilized governments all over the world. 
Labour, weak and dependant as it is, look to the legistative enactments 
for the protection of its legitimate rights and all the modem Govern- 
ments unhesitatingly lend their support to this ndble cause. Unfortu- 
nately, hnwever, the attitude of the Bengal Government see^as to be 
quite indifferent to labour — even to its own workers. It Jj^uld not 
have been necessary for me to bring tbif motion bad the ^verament 
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been sympathetic and reasonable in the matter. Take the case of the 
piece-workers oi the Bengal Government Press. They are to work 
under the piece system. The system itself is defective and anomalous. 
It has a growing tendency to lead to the decrease of earnings of the 
piece-workers. I know, Sir, that the Hon'ble Finance Member will 
defend this system on the alleged ground that it allows the good, 
smart anid clever worker to earn wages in proportion to his skill. 
But judging from the practical working of the piece-system it can 
safely be asserted that the system yields minimum wages for maximum 
labour due to the peculiar design of the system. It is needless to say, 
Sir, that the rates for the piece-work require constant revision in order 
to keep the earnings of the workers steady. But wliat do we find in 
case of the Bengal Press? Not only has the Government itself not 
revised the rates, but it has ignored the recommendation of this Council 
m this matter. In 1928 and 1929 resolutions were passed in the Council 
recommending the appointment of an Enquiry Committee to enquire 
into the alleged grievances of the workers, but for reasons best known 
to the Government, no effect has yet been given to those resolutions. I 
am convinced, Sir, that there is ample room for jobbery and favouritism 
under this system. Then as regards the rules relating to the condona- 
tion in the break of service, as also in the matters of promotion and 
appointments in the press, they are differently interpreted, to suit the 
whims of the Officer in charge. I am informed, Sir, that an appoint- 
ment of Rs. 20 only was not given to the old hand who was officiating 
in that post at that time, but was given to a man related to one of the 
menials of the officer in charge. Instances are not rare where the 
rules of the Government are flouted by the officer vested with th*? 
power of applying the same. The old records of the press will go to 
show that the industrial employees like the compositors were promoted 
to important post like section-holders, and they discharged their respon- 
sibilities efficiently. Not a single instance could be cited where these 
industrial hands prove unsuccessful in holding these resjK)n8iible i>ost8. 
But suddenly this salutai-y practice has been given up to the detriment 
of the employees. It is not known why the old, efficient hands are to 
be replaced by raw apprentices. Sir, several Bengali Lino machines 
have recently been purchased at an enormous cost without being 
eatisfied as to the work they can produce. The introduction of this 
Bengali Lino system has brought no benefit to the Government ; on the 
contrary, the operators are suffering much due to their decrease in the 
earnings. I fail to understand, Sir, why a system, that has proved 
disastrous both to the employees and employers, has been introduced. 

It is on thelfloor of this House that the Hmi’ble Mr. Marr stated on 
the 18th August, 1929, that the older hands, if they so desire, are 
to be given lighter work as recommended by the Piece-Workers* Com- 
mittee. .^S^his assurance was repeated by the Hon*ble Finance Member 
•on 28th March, 1935. But, Sir, this order of the Government is 
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delibdfately being flouted and the really needy hands working for 
over 20 years or more are' wilfully shut out from the beneficial effect 
of tbie order. There is no system of increment of the piece-rated 
employees on the ground that it is not an incremented system. But 
it is very strange that these piece-rated employees are not even allowed 
the increment of their grade. Here, too, favouritism plays an important 
part. There are other instances ot this nature under which the piece 
employees are groaning but there is no use of multiplying them. I 
appeal to the Hon'ble Finance Member to appoint an enquiry committee 
in pursuance of the resolutions of this Council referred to in February 
ami August, 1928, and in 1929. 

There is no use multiplying the grievances of the employees. I 
hope the Hon'ble Finance Member will be pleitsed to consider the 
recommendations of this House as passed in the resolution of 1929, and 
appoint an Enquiry Committee for the purjKjse of investigating into 
the grievances of these woikers, and redressing the same as far as 
practicable. 

Mr. P. BANERJi: Sir. I lise to support the motion. The Hon’ble 
Member perhaps will move in the matter this time and not simply puss 
a remark as he did on the 24tli March — “all persons from buses come 
to accuse the press.” But as the buses are considerably improved, 
I thought that it w(»uld Im* the best thing now to come to the press. 
So I brought it to the notice ol the Iloirhle Member and after 12 months 
and 2 days we find that the grievances of the press employees exist, 
as before as our Muhammadan leader Maulvi Abdus Samad has said. 
The allegations that have been made are quite genuine as has been 
pointed out by tlie ('omiiiittee that was formed, but tlu* recominendalions 
of which were not taken into account. The mover of the motion was 
referring to the speech made by the Hon'lble Mr. Marr on the 18th 
August, 1928, but I would refer to tlie answer given by the present 
Hon’ble Member to a que.stion on the Idth December, 19*15. He .said 
that he accepted the reroiiimendations partially and in a modified form, 
but I find that the net result is absolutely nil; no redress of the 
grievances has been made. Therefore, it stands to reason that this 
department needs absolute overhauling. But the Hon’ble Member 
always depends on the reports of those men against whom accmiations 
are made. So it is no use bringing the grievances of the press employees 
to the notice of the Hon’ble Member. How hopeless is the state of 
affairs in this department has been pointed out by Mr. Abdus Samad. 
There is suflScient room for favouritism and often great injustice is 
done. I pointed out last year tliat those who were good sportsmen 
are only taken in as apprentices; no other qualifications count. So 
there is room for favouritism. 1 say that although preference might 
be given to men who are sportsmen, they must abo be qualified for the 
work in the press. 

36 
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Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOW||HURY: I beg to support 

this motion »o far as it seeks to redress the grievances of the piece- 
workers in one particular respect. These piece-workers are not in receipt 
of any salary as other Government servants are, and as they grow in 
age and in experience they cannot earn as much as they do in junior 
period. These are as hard-working a lot as other Government officers 
are, but when they grow old they cannot turn out the same amount 
of work as they do in their younger days. With their age their income 
diminishes and they are heavily burdened with a large family, they 
begin to curse their own lot and their own masters. There is no reason 
why they should not be placed in the same position as other salaried 
servants. 

Apart from this, that there is something wrong in the administration 
of this department is apparent from the fact that the senior Linotype 
operators are being given Bengali Linotype machines to work with. As 
they are new to the work necessarily their earnings become less and 
are on the same level with that of the raw recruits. It appears that 
formerly their work was with the English Linotype in which they 
acquired proficiency; they are now provided with Bengali machines. 
The Bengali machines are new and it requires the same training both 
for junior and senior men. They have protested on this score, but their 
protest has gone unheeded. That shows thaf the immediate superiors 
of these people have got no sympathy for them ; no Government office 
can be efficiently run unless the office Superintendent has a broad view 
and has sympathy with the workers whose lot certainly is very hard. 
I wish to impress upon you the fact that as these workers have brought 
their grievances to the notic*e of Government, the Hon’ble Member 
should kindly look into the matter and if he finds that the grievances 
are just, he -should not dismiss them curtly. If, on the other hand, any 
of their demands be found to be unreasonable or having no basis, 
Government can very well say that they cannot accommodate them 
in that matter. So I request the Hon'ble Member to look into their 
case and do them justice which is overdue. 

Tht HOfl'bto Sif JOHN WOODHEAD: I am astonished when every 
yearjnembers of this House rise and speak as if the employees in the 
Bengal Government Press are the most downtrodden people on the face 
of this earth. Mr. Abdus Samad said and insinuated that the employees 
in the Bengal Government Press are not treated as they should be 
treated in a civilised country. That statement and the further state- 
ment that the altitude of Government towards these employees is one 
of complete indifference is a travesty of the truth. Sir, I will give 
the House a few factii as regard^ these “downtrodden*' employees of 
the Bengal Goyernment Press. In 1963, the FaCtoriea Dej^M’iment 
niad|^<mquirie8 ias riSf^rds the wages of industrial workers, includmg 
work)^ in presses, and I hkVe ettracied these figuVes from that re|ioii. 
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In the Bengal Government Press I find that the average monthly wages 
earfied by the employees, %'ith the exception of tlie Monotype casters, 
were from 50 to 100 per cent, more than the avemge wages earned by 
employees in private presses, and I can say without fear of contradic- 
tion that the wages in the Bengal Government Press are higher than 
in the majority of private presses in Bengal — considenibly higher. If 
we compare our rates with the average rates paid in the private presses 
in Bengal — I am not speaking of the veiy small presses but of the 
larger well-managed presses — we find that our wages are on the average 
higher, indeed much higher. A committee w^as appointed in 1920 to 
enquire into the conditions of employment in the Bengal G(»vernment 
Press, and that committee made lecommendations. As a result 
of those recommendations a piece-worker in the press gets 16 
days’ holiday a year on full pay. If he has served for 
more than 10 years that 10 days is increased to 23 days, and if he has 
served for more than 15 years he gets 31 days’ leave on full pay. 
Again, practically every jjieee-worker is either entitled to a pension or 
the benefit of a provident fund. In how many private presses in 
Bengal is that the case? Further, all regular wt)rkers are allowed 
sick leave on half-pay uj) to one month a ye«ar. And, lastly, our 
employees work in one of the finest press buildings in India; they 
certainly work under the best of conditions. I notice Mr. P. Bunerji 
has left the House. During the adjournment I enquired as regards 
the figures he quoted when he spoke on the cut motion on the demand 
under Miscellaneous DepaHments and so far as I have been able to 
discover the infonnation he gave w'as wrong. The case of lead poison- 
ing to which he referred was that of an employee who alleges that 
he is suffering from lead poisoning, but who in the opinion of the 
Medical College authorities is not suffering from lead poisoning. 

Our employees work 45 hours a week, 8 hours a day on 5 days and 
5 hours on Saturdays. Their wages are not hrw. The w^ages of Mono 
operators in 1934-^^5 about Rs. 170 a month, compositors (again I quote 
the figures for 1934-35) Rs. 82 a month, distributors Rs. 44, machine- 
men Rs. 80, machine-inkmen as much as Rs. 54; hinders, first class 
Rs. 64; second class Rs. 44 and third class Rs. 29. These are good 
wages; high wages. When people (‘ome forward and say lhat these 
employees have serious grievances, I refuse to believe them. 0#' course 
individual etnployees may have grievances; some individuals may 
think that they have not been treated fairly, hut such cases of indi- 
vidual grievances, fancied or real, occur in all large establishments. 
To say that the workers in one press as a body have any real grievance 
when they are so well paid, when they work only 45 hours a week, work 
in one of the finest buildings in India and get up to 31 days’ leave 
on fnll pay a year is a proposition I am not prepared to accept. 

As regards individual cases, where a workman thinks that he has 
been unfairly treated, I cannot deal with such cases on the floor of 
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this House. Individual cases must be examined on their merits, but 
so far as I am aware there have been verylhfew oases of workmen com- 
plaining of unfair treatment. 

I should also mention that we have a Sports Club; Government 
contributes Rs. 750 a year subject to the condition that a certain 
amount is also subscribed by the employees towards the Sports Club. 
It was suggested last year that persons were taken in because they 
were good sportsmen; that is not so. We have good sportsmen in our 
employ, that is true, but they are not appointed because they are good 
sportsmen. Sir, I have attended the Annual Sports for some years. 
The Annual Sports are a very popular event so far as the press is 
concerned, and arouse considerable enthusiasm. To say that employees 
are engaged because they are good sportsmen is a statement which I 
do not believe and one which I deny. 

Then, Sir, about apprentices. We have heard a lot about these 
apprentices, but nobody ever thinks of talking al)out llie wage an 
apprentice gets. An apprentice, even if he is only IT years of age, 
starts with Ks. dO a month, and I believe he rises, licfore his apprentice- 
ship is over, to a wage of about Rs. 60 a month. These apprentices 
are not ill-paid or unpaid. They are persons of considerable education 
and the large majority of them, whether Muhammadan or Hindu, are 
hha/Iralofj. They commence on wages which are quite good, they get 
increments, and if they turn out good workmen, iliey are given perma- 
nent employment. 

Mr, Satish (.duindra Kay (. howdlnirv said something about the 
Bengali liinos. These machines are new to tlie pi ess and piece-work 
rates liave to he decide<l by expeiiineiit. Quite leeenilv we inereased 
the initial rate by 50 per cent. The matter is still in the experimental 
stage. We have to find out by experiment how much the operators 
can earn on these new machines. I believe, Mr. Kay Chowdhury has 
never visited the press. I would advise him to go down and see the 
building and the conditions under which the men are working there, 
and take note of the wages thej* earn. 

Maulvi Abdus Samad said that these Bengali Linos are of no use. 
Oil the contrary, I believe they are going to he of great use. They 
will be very useful for printing the electoral rolls in Bengali, and 
will be a safeguard against exorbitant charges by private presses. 
They will make us less dependent upon private presses for the printing 
of electoral ixills in Bengali and this is important for it is doubtful 
whether the private presses will be able to cope with the printing 
of the new electoral rolls in Bengali. ^ 

Mr. Banerji said something about the need of a wholesale overhaul 
of the press, ^ I can assure him if there is to be any wholesale overhaul 
it will be a wholesale reduction of the high salaries drawn by piece- 
workers in the press. The wages we pay compare very favourably 
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with iliose paid in private presses in Calcutta Qn4"the rest Bengal 
ani we pay higher than, are paid at Government pressed in other 
protincea. 

'"i, 

1 Oppose the motion. 

'*4' 

Tl» motion was then put and lost. 

Mfi P. BANERill : I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 115,000 undl^r 
the head “46E^ — Government Presses (Reserved) — Bengal Government 
Press — Pay of Officers*’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (just to raise u disetission 
almut the overhead charges in comparison with those of other provinces). 

Sir, I should like to hear what the Hon’ble Member has to say on 
this particular subject. 1 hope this time he will not be up.set as he was 
in connection with the other motion when it was bn)Ught to bis notice 
that there was grave irregularity in the Bengal Govemment Press so 
far as its establislirnent was concerned. He tlien said that it was a 
travesty of truth. In tliis connection, T must say tliat it is just the 
reverse in this lase. In referring him to (lie case of lead poisoning, 

I was going to say tliat there were lases of lead poisoning sent by 
Mr. Battersby to the Medical College. T Mould ask the Hon’ble 
Member to enquire Mliether it was a laid or not. There Mas another 
t'Ctse of Balm Satish Chandra Mitter mIio applied to the Wojkmen’a 
Compensation Commissioner for comjiensation. Tiiese Mould go to 
prove that the facts are just the reverse. There is a Bengali saying 
that ^ Government’s 

position is that they alM'ays try to defend their jiohition 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order. order. Do you intend to hjicak on the 
motion that is nOM' before the House? 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Yes, Sir, Xom- about the overhead charge.s. The 
overhead charges are the highest in Bengal as ('ornpared Mitli other 
provinces. This is due to the tact that the recommendation of the 
R-etrenchment Committee Mas ignored. The Hon'ble Member said 
that the work done in the press was nice. Xobody disputes that. Last 
year when the matter was under discu‘.sion in this House, the Hon’ble 
Member pointed out that the Council questions could he printed in the 
press in 24 hours’ time and tliat shoMed that there was efficiency in 
the press. To this I may say that that is a .sort of thing which is done 
in everj^ press. If the Hon’ble Member would take the trouble of 
making an enquiry, he would find that the same sort of thing is done 
in every press. And the pay of the printer of the Statesman Press is 
not more than Rs. •‘100 and that of the Amrita Bazar Patrika is not 
more than Rs. 200. I consider that better efficient work is done in 
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* thofte prices in view of "the fact th^fc with^^ a short space of tune 
th^ have to print so n^£^y volumes^ newspapers and besides |hey 
have to work day and night. However, that is beside the point. The 
point is why ija^the Government Press the Superintendent should get 
Es. 1,200, and there are as many as three Deputy Superintendents 
drawing n very high salary too. Last year I pointed out tllnf 
management in the Government of India Press, where they hfVe one 
Manager, We Assistant Manager and one Oveiseer to manage tie work 
of 720 operatives besides supervisors and clerical stirfi, wa? not so 
expensive, and the work there is done veiy efficiently. The difference 
in cost on the Government Press in Bengal and Madras is something 
like Es. Jl,75,000. May I enquire >v]iy the difference is so much? As 
1 have said, this high expenditure in the press is simply di^ to the 
fact that the recoTnmendation of the Retrencliinept Committee was not 
given effect to. If the press is conducied for a dittle time longer in 
the way in which it is done at present. T am ^fmid in no time the 
administration of the press will be at a standstill. I know some 
retrenchment was effected in the press, but the difficulty is that it 
was not effected wdiere it was absolutely necessary. Retrenchments 
were effected in the lowest grades. But if a person drawing a fat 
salaiy were removed, you could retain the service^ of men whom 
you retrenched. And in spite of these retrenchments, the overhead 
charges remained the same as before. In l{t22-2d there were 57-3 
operatives with 22 supervisors. In 1027, the numl)er of oi)eratives 
was 322 and tlie number of supervisois, etc., increased to 310. In 1935 
the numi)er of operatives was 295, wdiile the strength of the supervising 
staff', including readers and clerical staff, was increased to 320. How 
can the Hon ’hie Member defend his depai tiffent so far as the above 
figures are concerned? As I have said, the number of operatives and 
the overhead charges in the Government of India Press are considerably 
lower than those in the Bengal Government Press. There is gulf of 
difference between the two. The Hon’ble Member may say that the 
difference is due to the fact that that press belongs to the Goveniment 
of India. But anyway it i.s situated in the same city of Calcutta, 
and they ura doing the same amount of efficient work. Therefore, I 
challenge the Hon’hle Member as to why the l ost of the Bengal Govern- 
ment Prass should lie so mu<‘h as compared with other major provinces 
in India. What is the difference in the other major provinces? It 
is only in paper and printing and the difference is about Es. 2 lakhs. 
Why should this money l>e wasted unless there is some mismanagement 
and corruption? Let the Hon’ble Member say that it is not so. 
Perhaps in the fitness of things the faon’ble Member need not take 
the trouble of making an enquiry into the matter. When I become 
the Finance Member ot* Minister during the new Constitution, I hope 
I shall be able to put a stop to this huge waste, and he will perhaps 
thank me for that. I appeal to him for the last time if he will please 




mdii in this matter aiH make a sifting enqtyr 5 \ •WiA ttpse words, 
I <^|]iiinend my motion % the |eceptance of the House. ' 

f 

lilt Hon’IHd Sir JOHN WOODHEAD* Sir, I find It extraonjinaniy 
difficwt to follow Mr. P. Baaerji. The item in the budget to which 
he hfM> drawn attention is the “large” sum of Rs. il5,00(l to whatr«8 I 
under^od him, he describes as our overhead charges, our expeUditu:!^ 
* on the jalaries of the Supeiinteiideiit, the Deputy Superiiiteildents, Ae 
Managers of 'fBe Government Press in D<arjeeling and the Private 
Secretary’s Press. Thirty-five thousand rupees, Sir, a large sum 
indeed! The total expenditure on the press excluding paper, is in 
the region of Rs. TJ lakhs. Now, Rs. do, 000 of Rs. 7J lakhs is 5 per 
. cent. tio, the overhead charges are the enormous sum of o jier cent. 
Mr. Banerji says thfd^ the overhead charges in the Bengal Government 
Press are higlier than those of any (dher province, and if I understood 
him aright they are, in his opinion, higher by hikhs of rupees. But, 
Sir, if they only amount to Rs. do,(M)0 they cannot be higher by lakhs. 
At one stage, Mr. Banerji said “a lakh” and at unolher stage he said 
”lakh.s.” The diffei'ence of “lakhs,” to which Mr. Banerji draws 
attention, is, a^ I indicated in dealing with a previous motion, due to 
the fact tljat we pay very good wages to all emjiloyees engaged on 
printing work in the pr<‘ss. That, Sir, is tlie explanation of the 
“lakh,” or the “lakhs,” to wliich Mr. Ikinerji draws attention. Again, 
Sir, the co.st of maintaining the clerical establishment, the stuff of 
viistries and so f(»rtli, is not an “overhead charge”; those classes belong 
to the ordinary stuff — not to the overhead stuff*. The expenditure on 
the clerical establishment certainly .should not be included in overhead 
charges. 

As regards the recommendations of the Retremdiment f)ommittee, 
what we did was this: We abolished the post of Manager of the Govern- 
ment Pre.ss in Darjeeling, a post, I think, on about Rs. 500 a month. 
That post was abolished- We also decided to abolish, or rather substi- 
tute for, one post of Deputy Superintendent, one post of an Assistant 
Superintendent on a lower rate of pay, directly there is a vacancy. 
The present Superintendent of the Press is drawing near to his retire- 
ment; so, within a year or two at the most there will he a vacancy, 
and it is our intention then not to appoint another Deputy Superin- 
tendent, but to abolish one of those posts and to create in its place a 
post of Assistant Superintendent on a lower scale of pay. I oppose 
the motion, Sir. If our expenditure is high, it is not due, as I have 
stressed before, to heavy overhead charges, but to the very good pay 
we give to our employees in the press. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji was put and lost. 

(At this stage the Council was ad|oumed for fifteen minutes.) 
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"(Jitef Adjourmnent.y 

**(Tlie Council reassembled with Mr. Deputy President in the CMair.| 

The time-limit for the discussion of the head ‘^46— Stationei^ and 
Printing and Depreciation (Reser'ced) for Government Presses** having 
been leached# the original demand of the Hon’ble SirMohn Wobdhead 
iras ^ut ^d agreed to. 


47— Misoellaneoof. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: Sir, on the recoinm^dation 
of nis Excellency the < Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 18,511,000 he granted tor expenditure under the head “47 — 
Miscellaneous.” 

The. original demand was put and agreed to. 


Expenditure in England. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sura of 
Rs. 7,50,000 he granted for expenditure under the head “Expenditure 
in England.” 

The original demand was put and agreed to. 


Loans and Advances. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I heg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 20,05,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ‘T..oans and 
advances.” 


Motion for reduction. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 3^,000 under the head “Loans and Advances by Provincial Govern- 
ments — Class 11— Ix)ans under the Drainage and Embankment Act, 
«)d the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitarj" Improvement Act** be 
reduced by Rs. 100 "(Greeting an embankment in tbe temporarily-settled 
estate Borarchar in tbe Mymensingh district for proteuting aman paddy 
from tbe current of tbe annual ffood). 
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for some years past the floo(|^ f oldT Brahmaputra 
rirer anters the tracts of low laudj situated at the northern and j^stern 
por^dis of the temporaril3-get|led estate Borarchar in police^tanon 
Kntwali in the district of Mymensingh, as a consequence of which the 
artum p^ddy to be sown in an area of over 5 miles in length and about 
1 mile m breadjth is damaged every year owing to the current of flood 
water. The vilfSagers as well as memWs of the union board have 
earnestly j^requested the authorities, through the jCollector, to prevent 
this serious damage by diverting the course of water current by peans 
of an earthen bund. If early steps be not taken for tlie work, many 
people of this mahal will have to starve in the near future in these 
hard days for want of their staple fo(ul crop. They are now quite 
unable^to pay their rents for these low lands. If they surrender their 
lands, ifiat would mean a loss to Government. As no .silt accumulates 
on these low lands now, there is no apprehension of the land being less 
fertile in the future if any bund is actually erected. Kxpert officers, 
including the Superintending Engineer, Southern Eircle. have made 
local enquiries and have recommended the scheme, and a site plan and 
an estimate of cost we?*e prepared by the department. As far as I know, 
the estimated co.st amounts to Ks. 10,000, or so. Year helore last the 
Irrigation Department sent out a circular to all di.stricts asking for 
small schemes of irrigation and drainage which would not exceed an 
expenditure of Rs. 10,000. Sir, after receiving the circular, not only 
myself but also the union hoard of the elal-a sent representations to 
the Irrigation Department for undertaking the work, hut to no effect. 
Sir, Mymen.singh is the premier agricultural district not only in Bengal 
but also in India, and I can assure this House that not n single scheme 
for the improvement of agriculture has been taken up in this district 
since the beginning of British rule in India. A large sum of monev, 
amounting to more or less Rs. 10 lakhs, has come to Bengal’s share for 
rural reconstruction, and Government could easily undertake this work 
out of this fund, if any money is not available from any other fund, 
such as Ijoans and Advances by the Provincial Governmenis. 

The matter has long been pending in the Inigation Departnient, 
and was discussed threadbare last year. 

As the time at my disposal is ver\’ short, I do not like to lengthen 
the discussion further. But before bidding good-bye to the Hon’ble 
Member in charge, I again pray that for God’s sake he should tak« 
early steps to hate the work done either from the rural reconstruction 
fund or from any other fund that may be available for the purpbse. 

With these few words, Sir, I move my motion. 


KINOERSLiY: Sir, loans and advances for improvements 
under the Agricultural and Sanitary improvement Act have to be 
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arranged an^a gudtantee that l^t money is going to be recoTcmble 
from the people for whosi benent t||>se impr^ements are carried out. 
Tfie tenants of the Borarchar estate ^ far have not been able §> give 
the* Goylmment any suok guarantee ih spite of enquiries made. It is 
for this reason that^ action lias been taken for that estate. 1 oppose 
the motion, Sir. ^ * 

The motion was put and lost. 

^ (^t this stage the time allotted for the discussion of this head 
having been reached, no other motion could be moved.) 

♦ The original demand of the Hon’ble Sir John Woodhead was then 
put and agreed to. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Council stands adjourned till 
3 p.m. to-morrow. 


Adjournment. 

.The C(»uncil was then adjourned till d p.m. on Friday, the 27th 
March, 19d(j, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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of the Bcpgal Legislative Council assembled under 

the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

\ ' ' 

THltf%ouKciL met in the Coiim il Chamber in^he Council House, 
Calcutta, *on Friday, 2rth March, 19^JG, at G p.m. 


Present: , .j. 

Mr. President (the Hon hie Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Hay 
Chowdiiury, of Santosh) in the Chair, the four llon’hle Members of 
EiapcutiTe Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and ^8 nominated 
and ejected members. 


STARREX> QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Appointment of District Engineer of Pabna District Board. 

*85. Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: ia) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charpe of the Ixnal Self-(ioveriiment Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing? the present position 
with respect to the appointment of a District Engineer of the Pabna 
District Board? 

(h) Is it a fact — 

(i) that the post of District Engineer was advertised for by the 
Pabna District Board some time in the early part of last 
year; and 

(ii) that in response to this advertisement, many candidates, 
qualified under the Government rules of service, applied for 
this appointment? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Board selected for the job a candidate 
named Mr. M. Hossain i^ho was hot technically qualified for the service 
under Government rflies as not po.ssessiug the requisite academic 
degree and not having the requisite amount of experience? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Divisional Commissioner refused to sanction 
the appointment and that the matter came up for consideration before 
the Government? 

(e) Is it* a fact that the Government changed the rules of service 
and the requisite qualifications for a District Engineer's post in order 
to meet the exigencies of this particular case? 
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(/) I 0 it a fact fhat, in spite of such change of rules, the genthnuttn 
in question is still unqualified for a District Engineer's post, as not 
having the requisite amount of experience P ^ 

(ff) Is it a fact that, in view of such want of the requisite %mount 
of experience, the Divisional Commissioner has again refused \o sanc- 
tion the appointment of the gentleman in question? 

(h) Is it a fact that, in spite of these repeated refusals to sanction 
the appointment on the part of the Divisional CommissiSher, the 
District Board — 

(i) are still persisting in their attempt to appoint an unqualified 

man ; 

(ii) have twice appointed Mr. Hossain to officiate in the post of* 

District Engineer for periods of 4 months at a time; and 

(Hi) are enabling Mr. Hossain to acquire the necessary qualification 
of 5 years’ experience 

(i) What steps, if any, do the Government contemplate taking to 
compel the District Board to act according to the rules and orders of 
the Government? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAi. SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) The answers 
below will give the necessary information. 

(h) (j) Yes. The post was advertised by the Pabna District Board 
on the 21st February, 1935. 

(ii) Yes. 

(c) The Board selected Mr. M. Hossain, a candidate possessing 
A.M.I.E. (Ind.) Diploma. The question of recognition of this 
diploma as a qualification for appointment as a District Engineer was 
then under the consideration of Government. 

As regards experience, he worked for 3 years and 7 months as an 
apprentice under a Member of the Institution of Civil Engineers and 
then held the rank of Subdivisional Officer for 3 years and 10 months 
in the Eastern Bengal Railway. The recruitment rules require that 
the appointee must have been in charge of important works for 6 years. 

(d) Yes. The Divisional Commissioner declined to approve of the 
appointment. The District Board then referred the matter to Govepi- 
meut. 

(e) No. The change was made at the instance of the Royal 
Institution of Engineers (India) and after inviting objections and con- 
sidering them. 

(/) The Commissioner is of this opinion. 

Ky) Yes. 
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(Jk) (t) The District Board sent a representation and a deputation 
to tho Commissioner of the Bajshahi Division, and with his permission 
they have represented the matter to Government. 

{it) Tes. 

(m) The periods of his temporary appointment may have this effect, 

(t) The representation of the District Board is under consideration 
of Government. 

Babu JITENORALAL BANNERilEE: Does the Hon ble Minister 
agree that when Mr. Hossain was appointed as District Engineer, he 
was disqualified under the Government rules? 

The HofHble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: This matter is 
under the consideration of Government, and I do not propose to express 
any opinion on this particular point. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I do not ask the Houlde 
Minister to express any opinion. What I ask is; Was he or was he not, 
as a mutter of fact, unqualified at the time when he was appointed? 

The Hofi’ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The rule was not 
tlien changed, so teclinically he was unqualified. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE; With reference to (/), is 
not the romniissioner the final authority in this matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Then what is the meaning 
of saying in the answer that “the Commissioner is of this opinion”? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, that is the 
opinion of the Commissioner. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: When a person is employed 
as appnmtice under a member of the Institution of Civil Engineers, 
does that mean that he had independent charge of important works? 

The Hofi’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is the 
particular point under consideration of Government, and it woul^«W 
very undesirable to express any opinion in the matter. 
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BabU JITENDRALAL BANNERilEE: How long is the matter 

under consideration of GoTernment? 

The Han’ble Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: About a month. 

BabU ifITENDRALAk BANNERJEE: Will it continue to be 
under the consideration of Government till the period of disqualification 
disappears P 

The Hoffl’bte Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Certainly not. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, apart from holding the diploma of the Institute of 
Civil Engineers, what other educational qualifications Mr. Hossain hasP 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I ask for 
notice of that question. 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: With reference to (^/), viz., “that the district 
board then referred the matter to Government,” what authority has the 
Government in this matter P 

The Hofi’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The general 

authority of supervision. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN GHOSE: With reference to answer {d) (t), 
when did the deputation reach the Commissioner? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: About a month 
ago. 

Bibu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: With reference to (e), did 
the Government consult its own engineering experts as regards the 
diploma of A.M.I.E. (Ind.)? 

The Hoffi*ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Tes, Sir. Gov- 
ernment took the opinion of the Principal, Sibpur Engineering College, 

end of the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department. 

% ^ 

■•bu JITENDRALAL RANNEIMEE: the opinion of 

these experts P ^ 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROt: they said Out 

the qualification was higher than ^ i / • ^ 
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Lead-poisoning in Presses. 

•86. Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Eon ble 

Member in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing since 1985 — 

(i) how many cases of lead-poisoning have occurred in the Bengal 

Government Press; and 

(ii) in how many of such oases the Government have had to pay 

compensation, with the names and designations of the men 
compensated and the amount paid to each of themP 

(b) Are the employees of the Bengal Government Press regularly 
xamined and preventive measures taken P 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware from expert opinion or statistics 
that lead-poisoning cases crop up from bad sanitation P 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Member 
also aware that presses owned by private persons are worse from the 
sanitarj’ point of view than the Government Presses P 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Member he pleased to lay on the table a* 
statement showing for the year 1985 — 

(?) how many presses were visited by the Inspector of Factories; 

(ii) in how many cases were the proprietors prosecuted for violation 
of the Factory Kules; 

(Hi) in how many cases were these prosecutions launched upon for 
violation of the sanitarj' rules of the Factory Act and with 
what results; 

(ir) how many cases were examined by the Certifying Surgeons; 

(v) how many cases were found out or suspected by them to be 

lead-poisoning cases; 

(vi) the number, if any, of those cases reported to the higher 

authorities by the Certifying Surgeons; 

(vH) the names of the victims and the presses in which the lead- 
poisoning cases were found outP 

(/) Did the Certifying Surgeon visit the Bengal Government Prese* 
in the years 1931, 1932, 1933, 1934 and 1935!^ 

MfclltoER ill Mwg. .r FlSSN^E OEPAATMENT (th. HM'bl. 
lir Mm WowiMMi): (a) (t) None. 

. ^ (nf Dom not f 

W Tm.' , 
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{c) and (d) The attention of the hon'ble member is ifivited to the 
reply given to (c) and (d) of starred question No. 152 asked by 
Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta on the 23rd March 1934. 

(e) {i) One hundred and nine. 

(ii) Fifteen. 

{Hi) One in which the accused was fined Rs. 100. 

{iv) Twenty-five scheduled workers were examined. 

{v) None. 

{vi) and {vii) Do not arise. 

(/) Since September, 1934, under special orders of Government all 
employees of the Bengal Government Press engaged in lead processes ' 
have been examined quarterly. Prior to September, 1934, the 
Ceitifying Surgeon did not visit this Press. 

Printing voters’ list. 

*87. Mauivi LATAFAT HU88AIN: {a) Will the Hon ble Member 

in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to stale whether it is a 
fact that six Lino machines have been purchased in the Bengal Govern- 
ment Press for printing voters’ list in Bengal? 

(6) Have the Government satisfied themselves that the machines 
bought are of good type? 

(c) Is the Hon ’ble Member aware that even after the purchase of 
the new machines the voters’ list is being printed in private presses? 

{d) If the answer to (c) is in the afiirmative, will the Hon ’ble Member 
be pleased to state the reason? / 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state — 

(i) the charge per page of the voters’ list in private presses and 
also in Bengal Government Press; and 

{ii) the difference, if any, in the quality of printing in private 
presses and in the Bengal Government Press? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: (a) to (c) Yes. 

{d) The volume of work is beyond the capacity of the Bengal Gov- 
ernment Press. 

(e) {%) The cost per page at the Bengal Government Press is approxi- 
mately Re. 1-4. The charges made by private presses vary and lull 
details are not available at present, but the quotations so fto igpoeived 
point to the conclusion that the charges in private presses wiB on Iho 
average be considerably ia escess of Be. 1-4. ^ ^ 
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(ft) The quality of the printing work done at private presses varies 
from press to press ; the quality of the work done at the Bengal Govern- 
ment Press compares favourably with that at the most efficient private 
presses. 


Purchase of Lino machines. 

•88» Maulvi LATAFAT HUSSAIN. («) Is llie Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Finance I)ei)artment aware — 

(i) that on purchasing muclnnery a discount of 20 to 2f) per cent, 
is given by the Coinj)aniea from whom the macdiines are 
bought; but 

(u) that the Government of Bengal got no discount in purchasing 
Lino machines for the Bengal Government Press in 1935 P 

(h) If the answ’er to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reason, if any, for (a) (ii)? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: (a) (i) and (ii) No discount 
is allowed on Linotype machinery. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Government servants and their private employment. 

•89. Maulvi HASSAN ALI. (a) Will the Tlon’ble Member in 
charge of Finance Department be jdeased to state whether any Govern- 
ment servant is entitled to work under any private or public institu- 
tion on a salaried or contract basis? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state on what terms and give specific instances? 

Tho Hon’blo Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: (a) Tlie Government 
Servants’ Conduct Rules lay down that a Government servant may 
not, without the previous sanction of the I^ocal Government, engage in 
any trade or undertake any employment other than his puhlie duties. 

The guiding principle is that such sanction is not given unless the 
private work can be carried out without detriment to the discharge of 
the officers' official duties. 

(h) The following are instances in which such private employment 
is allowed ‘to be undertaken : — 

(t) Teachers in Government high schools are allowed to do private 
' ^ tuition ; 
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(u) Professors in GoTernment Colleges are allowed to undertake 
examination work for a University; 

{in) Officers of the Public Works Department are allowed, in special 
cases, to undertake work for private parties; and 

(iv) Medical Officers are allowed private practice. 


Daooities in Noakhali and Tippera. 

*90. Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing, district by district, thana by thana and year 
by year with the names of the places of occurrence from 1933 to 1935 in 
the districts of Noakhali and Tippera — 

(i) how many dacoities were committed, with firearms; 

(n) how many persons were arrested in each ; 

(m) how many persons were sent up in each; 

^ (iv) how many were discharged in each; 

(v) how many cases were sent up for trial; 

(vi) how many were convicted; 

(vii) how many were acquitted; and 

(viii) in how many cases final reports were submitted? 

(h) Is it also a fact that in the Pedda (Tippera) dacoity case a con- 
fessional statement was made by some of the accused (convicted) P 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Member 
considering the desirability of publishing the statements along with 
the names of the party members with their respective addresses? 

(d) Is it also a fact that the number of cases sent up is by far less 
than the number of cases discharged? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Government 
be pleased to state the reasons which led to the causes of the failure of 
the large number of cases? 

MEMBER in charge ef POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Robert Reid)! (^) A statement is placed on the Library table. 

(6) Yes. : 

(c) No. 

(d) and (e) The number of cases in which charge-sheet is submitted 
is usually less than the number of cases investigated by the police. The 
chief reason is generally lack of evidence. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS* 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Distress In Bunhean. 

94. Mr. P. BANERill: (fi) Ib the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Revenue Department aware that public meetings are being held 
in the Burdwan district for the prevention of future floods P 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
as demanded by the people for the prevention of floods P 

(r) Have the (lovernnient received petitions from the tenants and 
zemind-ars of the district for non-realisation of rent this yearP 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the aftirmative, are the Government 
contemplating remission of rents and revenues P 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Memlwu* aware that the Burdwan district is about 
to be famine-stricken P 

if) If the answer to ie) is in the affirmative, what steps do Govern- 
ment intend taking in the nmtterP 

MEMBER in charge cf REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon^hle 
Sir Brojendra Lai Mitter) : (a) No, except that proceedings of a meeting 

held at village Bora on tfie 2nd February, 1930, have been received. 

(fj) The floods in the Duimalar depend on the intensity and duration 
of rainfall in the eabdiment area. 

The flood in the district of Burdwan in 19»35 resulted mainly from 
breaches in the Daniodar li<*ft Kmbankment. Every precaution will 
l>e taken to prevent a recumuu'e of sucfj breaches. The matter of 
efficient drainage of flood \vat<T is under consideration. 

(r) Some ajiplications for remission of rent have been received. 

((i) Government have no jK)wer to grant remission of rent in private 
estates. The necessity of remitting revenue is not yet apparent. 

(c) Owing to partial failure of the winter rice crop on account of 
insufficient rainfall, considerable distress prevails in the district of 
Burdwan but Government have no information that a famine is 
imminent. 

(/) To relieve distress caused by drought Government have allotted 
to the district the following amounts: — 


Rs. 

Agricultural loans ... 60,000 

Ijand Improvement loans ... 21,000 

Test works ... 26,000 

Gratuitous relief ... 1,600 


Further sums will be allotted as the situation demands, lliese allot- 
ments are in addition to the grants sanctioned for relief of distress 
caused by the flood. 
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•iireh in the houee of Babu Rahindra Nath Chandra at Amurshi in 

Midnapora. 

35. Mr. P. BANERJI: (tf)vWjll the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Political Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the house of Babu Rabindra Nath Chandra at Amurshi 

(Midnapore) was searched by police and soldiers on the • 
26th January, 1936; 

(ii) that the searching party raided the house at dead of night 

and kicked at the doors before daybreak ; 

(ill) that the searching party entered the house without allowing 
time and scope for the removal of the female inmates to • 
proper places; 

(iv) that one soldier removed a mirror during the search; 

(v) that the property was dis(;overod by the Subedar when the 

soldier was searched on complaini ; 

(vi) that the uniform and gun of the soldier was confiscated by the 

Subedar; and 

(vii) that the said Subedar informed the complainant that the 

culprit would he put on trial for his crime and sentenced 
to imprisonment ? 

(b) If the answer to (n) (ir) to (vii) is in tlie affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Memlwr be pleased tn state what action has been taken, or 
do the Government intend taking, against the said soldier for that 
parthmlar ofiViu'e!^ 

(c) Is it a fa(d. that the searching party has seized cuttings of 

Bazar Patnka, one khatta and the following books: — 

(i) Life of Desliabandhu, 

(ii) Life of liula I>ajpat Rai, and 

(ill) Swaraj 0 KhilafatP 

(d) Have the articles seized been found proscribed and seditious? 

(c) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of retuniing them to the owner? If not, 
why not? 

(/) Is it a fact that a doemment was seized by the police at a previous 
search of Rabindra Balm’s house and that the same has not yet been 
returned to the owner? 

MEMBER in oharlge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tim Hoffble 
Sir RolMrt Rditf)s (a) (i) The house was searched on 25th January 
by police only. 
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($i) The search party knocked at the door at <lawn to awaken the 

inmates. 


(iti) No. Time was allowed for the removal of female inmates 
from the rooms which were to l>e searched. 

(tt?) One soldier was a member of a paity of troops forming 
a cordon removed a mirror which hanging at an open window from 
outside. 

(r) Yes. 

(r/) The soldier was placed under anest and his rifle and ammuni- 
tion were taken from him. 

(vi?) No. 

(b) The soldier was tried by Toiirt Martial and is undergoing a 
sentence of 3 months* rigorous imj)ri8oiiment in military custody. 

(c) Yes. 

(rf) and (e) '‘Swaraj O Khilafat” is a proscril)ed Iwok. The remain- 
ing books and articles will no doubt Ik* dealt with under orders of a 
court in ar cordance with the usual procedure. 

(/) Itabindra Chandra’s house w'as searched on the IJiith July, 11134, 
but nothing was seized. 

Dr. AMULYA*RATAN CHOSE: Will the llon’ble Member be 
pleased to state with regard to answer (ir) whether ony such cases have 
occurred during the search in other houses? 

The Hofi’ble Sir ROBERT REID: No, Sir. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Does not this sort of happenings 
lead to more frequent .searches in other private persons* houses? 

(No answer.) 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: May I raise a question of privilege, 
Sir? You are the guardian of our privileges in this House. My point 
is that many questions were given notice of during the last session. 
Then questions of which notices were given in this session have also not 
been answered. There remains only one day for such questions to 
be answered. I would request you, Sir, to exercise your authority 
in the matter^ 
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HTtPII iff DINT: I would esk the Leader of the Hotifle to exi^lain 
the position. 


Miulvi ABUL QUAIEM: Sir, so far as tho Leader of the House 
is concerned, he has not answered several questions. 


Tlif Hon’blo Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAflOQUI, of Rattfifiur: 

There is no question of which notice^has been jcriven by my friend Maulvi 
Abul Quasem that is pending? in any of my departments. But if he is 
referrinj? to any particular question, I shall certainly enquire into it. 

Mr# PRESIDENT: You have made a {general (omplaint, Maulvi 
Sahib. 

Tho Hon’Me Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: I naturally cannot speak 
as regards the actual position in departments other than my own. But 
in my own dejiartments I know there are only one or two questions out- 
standing, and I believe that the majority of the departments have not 
many outstanding. It is rather difficult to deal with general complaints 
like tliose made by Maulvi Abul Quasem. But if we in the Treasury 
benches are told specdfically what questions are outstanding, I am 
sure tlje Member in charge of the department concerned will make every 
endeavour to expedite the answers. Questions are not delayed inten- 
tionally; but sometimes a very considerable amount of time and labour 
are involved in replying thereto. For instance, Dr. Amulya Ratan 
Ghose asked a question the other day, and I hope a reply will be given 
on Monday. On the face of it the question looks as* if it were a very 
simple one, but the reply which I propose to give on Monday will not 
be entirely a satisfactory one, because within the time available — 
and we have had considerable time — we have not been able to collect 
the information necessary to give a full reply. I have promised to 
answer it on Monday, but I shall not l>e satisfied with the reply. 1 
may add that the question is not a very important one, but takes a lot 
of time and requires many enquiries to be made. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U; May 1 point out to you, Sir, 
tliat your dej^artment will be able to say as to notii'es of how many 
questions were given and also how many questions were held up 
during tke^last session and how* many this session? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid, it is qot possible tp give All the 
figures just at the prPeent moment, but I shall have enquiries made 
in the matter and see what can he done to remedy any grievance that 
there may exist. 



B^IKXT GRAim OF THE CK>VERNMENT OF BENGAL, 

1936 - 37 . 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

27— Ports aiKl Pilotago. 

TilO Hofl’blo Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 35^1100 
be granted under the head “27 — Ports and Pilotage** in 1935-36. 

The demand was put and agreed to. 

43 — Famine Relief. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: On the reiommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,40,000 
be granted for expenditure under the hi^d “4*1 — Famine RelieP* during 
1935-36. 

Mott (ms f(rr reduction. 

Mauivi ABDU8 SAM AD: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,40,000 under the head “43 — Famine Relief” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (inadequacy). 

Sir, in view of the fact that it is a demand for supplementary grant 
for the current year which will close within three or four days, the 
question of inadequacy does not really arise. But, Sir, I must say that 
having regard to the extent and magnitude^ of the distress prevailing 
in the eleven districts of Bengal the grant is certainly inadequate. 
This Rs. 1,40,000 can provide work for only about 12 lakhs of people 
for one day at the rate of two annas per head, whereas the people affected 
exceed over a crore; it is a mere drop in the ocean. Yesterday, Sir, 
in a similar demand for grant the Hon’ble Member in (charge of 
Revenue was pleased to give us an assurance that the Government was 
not forgetful of their duty and that they were taking every possible 
step to see that adequate relief was provided. We are thankful to the 
Hon’ble Member for this assurance. 

Now, Sir, if we consider the area affected^ by drought and failure of 
crop, every one must admit that relief is urgently called for. In this 
connection, I may bring to the notice of the Hon’ble Member the great 
suffering to which the people of Murshidabad have been subjected. 
They are victims of double calamities, namely, flood and famlllb: Last 
year flood caused great havoc in the district; it washed away the home* 
steads of thousands of poor people with their cattle and livestock and 
other belongings. The picture at present there beggarf all description. 
They are in the grip cd famine and di s easo-*^sifcali^p^ is raging in 
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aa epidemic form ‘ throughout the district. In view of this state of 
things prevailing there, the case of Murshidabad, I hope, would receive 
special consideration in the hands of the Government. 

Babu dlTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Sir, as coming from one 
of the affected areas, may I point out that th^ question of adequacy 
or in adequacy does not arise at all in this connection? This sum of 
Rs. 1 ,40,000 represents money that has actually been spent — money 
that was spent in April, May and part of June last year, and in 
January, Febiuary and March this year. I understand that this sum of 
Rs. 1,40,000, together with another sum of Rs. 1,00,000 provided in 
last year's budget, totalling Rs. 2,40,000 in all, represents the 
advances that were made to the different district boards for the pur- 
pose of carrying on Test Relief work. Whether the amount itself 
was ade({uate or inadequate for the actual needs of the country is more 
than 1 can say; but the fact remains that several district boards 
refunded a portion of their allotment and none received less than their 
demand. From that it is to be presumed that the amounts advanced 
were sutficient. The district of Murshidabad could not spend the 
whole money that was given to them ; the district of Bankura was not 
able to spend tlie full amount allotted to tbem and returned a portion. 
The question of inadequacy therefore does not arise; still less is 
there any justification for the charge of Want of sympathy that has 
sometimes been brought. Hut I can assure you that there was no 
want of sympatliy or want of response or consideration on the part of 
Government. Whenever money was demanded, the full amount was 
forthcoming, and it rested with the people themselves as to whether 
they could spend the money or not. 

Mfluivi ABUL QUASEMS Altlnmgb I do not want to belittle what 
the (Joverninent lias done tor famine relief or wliat has fallen from 
Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee, I must sjiy that my experience is rather 
different from tliat of Mr. Bannerjee. Sir, in my (Jistrict I may say 
from mv own knowledi^;e that relief has not been adequate. Yesterday 
I submitted l>efore tlie Hou.se that the relief that wa^s being given 
was, as a matter of fact, quite inadp(|uate. Representations are being 
made b.\ the local authorities and by myself to the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of Revenue, and I must admit that Sir B. L. Mitter has 
expressed the greatest sympathy for the distressed people and has 
assured us that everything possible would be done for their relief. 
Test Works are going on and there are more people clamouring for 
work thtn can be managed. Gratuitous relief should have been imme- 
diaiely granted there was extreme need, but up till now gratuitous 
relief has not Iveen given. 

Msillvi ABDUL HAKIM: I have tabled this motion in order to 
draw the attention of the Government to the scarcity prevailing in my 
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district. Sir, the amount granted is quite inadequctte, and my request 
is tibat Government should take further steps to provide more money 
for ih§ famine relief works. 

Tha Hon’bla Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: Yesterday I gave 
some figures, and this sum which is now asked for is a part of what lias 
already been spent. This does not relate to 1936-37 budget, but it 
relates to 1935-36, and moneys great deiil in excess of this amount have 
been advanced to district boiirds and they are ilehited undtu* this head: 
that is a subject matter of adjustment later on. Let not the members go 
away with the impression that this amount of Rs. 1,40,000 is the only 
amount spent during the year for famine relief ; this is only an addit dnal 
sum which we are asking. 

The motion tluit the demand of Rs. 1,40,000 under tlie head “43 — 
Famine Relief” be reduced by Rs. 100 was put and lost. 

The demand that a sum of Rs. 1,40,000 be granteil for expenditure 
under the head “43 — Famine Relief” during 1935-36 was then put and 
agreed to. 

Loans and Advances. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I Ilieg to move that a sum of Rs. 3,10,000 
be granted under the liead “Loans and Advances by Provincial Govern- 
ments — Class I — 1 Alans under laind Improvement and Agriculturists’ 
Loans Act” during the current financial year. 

The demaml was put and agreed to. 

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 
GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Non-Agricultural Lands Assessment Bill, 1936. 

The Hon*ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: 1 beg to introduce 
a Bill to provide for the adequate assessment of land revenue or rent of 
certain lands not used for agricultural purposes. 

(The Secretary then read the title of the Bill.) 

The Honlile Sk BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: 1 beg to move that 
tbe said Bill be referred to a Select Committee consi.sting of — • 

Mr, W, H. Thompson, 

Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu, 

Mr. S. M, Bose, 
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Baja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan Siuha, of Nashipur, 

Babu £i»hori Mohan Chaudhuri, 

Babu Khetter Mohan Ray, 

Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, 

Maulvi Abul Quasem, 

Babu Premhari Barma, 

Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar Das, 

Mr C. K. Nicholl, 

Mr. J. B. Kindersley, 

Mr. O. G. Hooper, and 
the mover, 

with iiwtruptionB to submit their report as soon as possible, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall (be five. 

I may say at the outset that my intention is not to call a meetinjf 
of the Select Committee till the Bill has been circulated for opinion 
and opinions have been received. Well, this session is expected to be 
over on Monday and before the next vsession is held, we shall have 
the opinion of all parties interested in this legislation and this opinion 
will be available to the Sele(‘t Committee; so there is no intention 
of keeping this matter hanging on. It is necessary that I should explain 
shortly the aim and 8co|»e of the Bill. This Bill is designed to lay 
down the principle of assessment of fair rent of non-agricultural lands 
in Government estates and pmvide machinery in that iWhalf. Members 
are aware that the Bengal Tenancy Act does not apply to non- 
agricultural lands. Therefore, when a record-of-rights is prepared under 
Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act any non-agricultural land in- 
cluded in an estate has to be left out. Chapter X applies only to 
agricultural lands, so an estate comprising both agricultural and non- 
agricultural lands is necessarily incomplete. Under Regulation VII of 
1822 there is provision for the assessment of all kinds of land in Gov- 
ernment estates, but in that Regulation there is no machinery provided 
as there is machinery provided in the Bengal Tenancy Act for agri- 
cultural lands, nor the principle of assessment of fair rent as laid down 
in the Bengal Tenancy Act; with regard to agricultural lauds there is 
no corre8]M)ndiug provision regarding the non-agricultural lands in that 
Regulation : that is, although under the Regulation non-agricultural 
lands can, be assessed, there is no principle laid down anywhere and 
no nachinery provided except that the Collectors and the Revenue 
authorities have do it. This is the defect which is sought to be 
remedied by this measure. This Bill relates only to Government estates 
and has got nothing to do with private estates. Government estates 
generally ^all under three categories — ^$rst, the temporarily-settled 
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* estatii, Becomdly, estates let in farms under the Regulation of 1822, and 
thirdly, %has mahah. It is only when the revision of settlement is due, 
that is to say, in the case of teiuporarily-settled estates, when the period 
of existing settlement expires, that a revision takes place. Similarly, 
in the case of estates let in farms, as hon’ble members are aware, 
estates are let in farms for a period of not more than 12 years. Now 
when this 12 years expires, that is the time for revision, and in khas 
• viahal lands, when the existing 12 years expire, that is also the time 
for revision. It is only when the time for revision comes, tliat the 
question arises as to what is to be regarded as fair rent with regard to 
non-agricultural lands. With regard to agricultural lands, the Bengal 
Tenancy Act gives the directions and contains all the ne<*essary 
provision, but with regard to non-agricultural lands, there is no 
provision anywhere as to w'hat is a fair rent or what are the principles 
upon w'hich a fair rent is to be assessed. This Bill is really a counter- 
part of Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act with refereni'e to non- 
agricultural lands. In short, that is the purjjose of the Bill. Hon’ble 
members may recollect that a similar Bill was introduced in this 
Council some two years ago, hut that Bill lapsed. The only difference 
lbet\ceen that Bill and the present Bill is that in that Bill, the principle 
of fair rent w’as applied all along, not merely with reference to revenue 
, payable to Government, but also w'ith reference to rent piiyable 
to intermediate holders. This Bill omits all that for tlie very 
simple reason that this is a Bill for the purpose of assessing I'evenue 
payable to Government in respe(’t of Government lands. It has nothing 
whatsoever to do w'ith interests other than those of Government — those 
other interests are to he regulated, as they ought to he regulated, by 
contracts. So, we have nothing to do with tho.se contracts. We do not 
want to interfere with those contracts, nor do we allow those contracts 
to abut into these measures. These are purely revenue measures, and 
Govenmiient are seeking provisions for regulating the revenue payable 
to Government in respect of Government lands. That is why those other 
provisions dealing with tlie rights of zemindar a, tenure-holders, 
tenants, etc., have all been omitted from this Bill. That is the scope 
and purposes of the Bill, 


•If. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY: Sir, under the Bengal Tenancy Act as 
it stood before 1^28, no record<»f-rights could be prepared in respect 
of non-agricultural lands. The Bengal Tenancj^ (Amendment) Act of 
1928 has removed this defect. But unfortunately it has, at the same 
time, introduced a new proviso to section 101 (/) of this Act which 
excludes non-agricultural lands from the operation of those sectidihs 
which relate to the preparation of rent rolls and assessment of fair 
and equitable rents. So in the settlement of land revenue of estates 
which comprise non-agricultural lands. Revenue officers cannot fix fair 
and eqjuvMlble rents lor such lands. The tenants are, therefore,. niA 



572 


GOVEBNMENT BILL. 


[27th Vjm,, 


bound to pay rentb at the fair and equitable rates at which the assets 
of these estates are assessed Iby Eevenue officers. The result as that 
while the Government can under Regulation 7 of 1822 fix its revenue 
on assets so ascertained on the basis of fair and equitable rents, and 
the zemindar who accepts settlement is bound to pay revenue so fixed, 
he cannot enforce payment of rents from his tenants at such fair and 
equitable rates. This brings real hardship to him. So, Sir, we have 
all alongr been expecting? that our benij^n Government would come 
forward with a solution of this problem. 

Sir, when the Hon’ble Revenue Member, late Sir P. C. Mitter, 
introduced a Bill on this subje(‘t some two years ago, this iLspect, I 
presume, was fully considered by him and the landlords’ difficulty 
was well appreciated. Provision was accordingly made in that Bill 
for empowering the Revenue Officers to fix fair and e(iuitable rents of 
all non-agricultural lands lying within an estate the revenue of which 
was being settled. But for reasons which are not very clear to me, 
this Bill has been dropped. A Bill has just been introduced in its 
stead, embodying an altogether different policy. 

Sir, clause (7) of this Bill provides that the assessment of fair 
and e(iuitable rents of non-agricultural lands made under this Act 
by the Revenue officers would not be binding on the tenants of private 
estates held by proprietors. So it appears that in cases where ihe 
proprietors of such estates cannot eject their tenants and thereby compel 
the latter to ptiy rents, at the fair and equitable rates assessed by the 
Revenue officers, they will necessarily have to relinquish the possession of 
their estates in favour of the Government. The reason for so providing 
in the clause, I am told, is that the Government does not deem it 
expedient to disturb the contractual relation between the proprietors 
of these estates and their tenants. Neither does it consider it equitable. 
But I Ujin sorry, I cannot fully agree with this view of the Government. 

Sir, in the first j)la(^e, I would place before you an analogous law : 
I mean the present section 191 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. Under 
this section, cx)ntractH entered into by and ll>etwet*n the pK)prietors of 
estates not subject to any subsisting peiinancnt settlement and their 
tenants, fixing the i^nts at jmrticular rates, are not binding on the 
Government; tlie Revenue officer is authorised, under such circum- 
stances, to ignore these contra<‘ts and he can fix the rents of under- 
tenants at fair and equitable rates, either on his own motion or on 
the application of the landlord or his tenant. Here, Sir, the Revenue 
officer is clearly empowered to ignore the sanctity of contractual rela- 
tions between the parties. And, Sir, I submit this was done only upon 
consideration oi the fiscal policy of the Government. I fail to under- 
stand why the same policy and the same consideration should not be 
adopted here or prevail in the settlement of rents of non-agricultural 
lands. 
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I presume that this change of policy is due .to the fact that 
the incidents of tenancy in respect of non-agricultural lands are governed 
by the Transfer of Property Act and that the policy underlying this 
lOitter legislation or the juristic principles adopted therein cannot 'be 
disturbed. 

But, Sir, I may be permitted to say, that this view is erroneous. 

I would just draw the attention of the Hon'ble Member to this, that 
the framers of this Act had before them three cardinal juristic prin- 
ciples one of which was, that “interference wifh contracts fairly made 
and usages long establislied was prirna facie undesirable.” I would 
draw" the particular attention of the Hon'lde Member to the phrase, 

‘ 'contracts fairly made.” The Law* (’ommissioners of 187f) thought 
undesirable to disturb only those contractual relations which were 
fairly entered into by the parties. And I submit that they had never 
advocated any contrary principle. Let us examine how far the con- 
tracts fixing rents of such non-agricultural lands in perpetuity or those 
giving them permanent interest in such lands ran he said to he fair 
contracts. 

Tlicse lands are generally accretions to adjoining estates gained by 
the alluvion of navigable rivers. Such accretions when iinperceptihly 
formed are genemlly ri'garded by the proprietors of tiiose estates as 
part of their permanently-settled estate's. Naturally, therefore, they 
do iio.t hesitate in periuaneiitiy fixing their rents or giving periuaiieiit 
interest therein to tlieir tenants. Evidently, the contracts are based 
upon a mi.stake of facts. And this mistake arose because the perimlical 
survt*ys provided for the jiiirpose in the Diara Acts were not undertaken 
timely. So, Sir, I submit, that the proprietors ought not to he blamed 
for their mistake and thej' should not he made to siiiTer for such 
mistake on their part. At any ra.te, I submit, no sacredness ^ught to 
be attached to these contmcis. And, Sir, it would be very inequitable 
if the proprietors are forced to relinquish their property to which they 
were legitimately entitled, simply because they had proceeded uim>ii 
a mistake of fact as to the real situation of the lands. And 1 may 
add, that even the framers of the Transfer /of Property Acl w’ould 
hardly liave hesitated in interfeiiiig’ with such contracts if there had 
been any occasion for it. I submit that in all fainie.ss to the zemindars, 
the Hevenue officer should be authorised by this Act not only to fix the 
fair and equitable rents of non-agricultural lands but also to finally 
publish the record-of-rights wliich would embody the fair and equitable 
rents aiisessed by the Revenue officer. 

Sir, * it is not, I admit, .the proper time to discuss the provisions 
of this Bill in detail now, and I simply give you my idea as to the policy 
and principle which should govern the provisions of this Bill, and 
I hope that the Select Committee, .to which this Bill is going to be 
referred, will. kindly keep these principles in view while revising the 
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draft Bill. I trust that they will not hesiifcate in incorporating in the 
' Bill equitable principles so as to do justice to all the parties concerned. 

Nawab MUSHARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I rise to 
oppose the motion moved by my friend, the llon’ble Sir Brojendra Lai 
Mitter. This Bill is intended to harm one particular class of people, 
I mean those who hold leases for tea-gardens in Government khm mnhal 
lands, 

Mfi NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Are teu-gaidens non-agricul- 
tural lands? 

Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: Under the pro«^ 
visions of the lease, tea-garden proprietors had from Government lands 
for establishing markets in tea-garden areas without payment of 
additional rents for them. Quite recently, when the last settlement 
was made, a provision was cleverly introduced saying that even if a 
new hni is established within the garden, it will be ftsessed in fqture. 
I refused to sign a lease like that, and the then Deputy (Commissioner, 
who is liow the Member in charge of the Board of Revenue, told me 
that that applied only to the bazar that was going to be established, 
and which was a new bazar. Now T find my friend Sir B. L, Mitter 
coming up with a proposition that he must find a way to assess (and 
at what rate tliat assessment is to be made) if any lantl is used for non- 
agricultural purposes. I do not know whether this is the intention of 
Sir B, L. Mitter to attack us or simply to use the first part of the scope 
of this Bill which will be confined to a few streets of Calcutta, although 
the Bill says it extends to the whole of Bengal and a certain part of 
Calcutta. Wl)en I saw this I was under the impression that it would 
be applit'uble only in Calcutta, l)u.t now I find from his speech that Sir 
B. L. Mitter intends it to apply it to the whole of Bengal, especially 
to the kh(i$ mulial estates. 

The Hon’ble 8jr BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: Particularly 
Calcutta. 

Niwab MU8HARRUF HOBAIN, Khan Bahadur: So I strongly 
oppose this Bill on the ground that it encroaches upon our right of 
holding bazars in the area of our tea-garden as before. We took the 
land as n special grant, and we have been holding these l>acars for 
upwards of 50 years. Now to be told that that part of 'the grant 
which we used for non-agricultural purposes should be assessed in 
addition to the previous assessment is, I believe, a breach of faith 
and a confiscation of our rights. Those who are affected by this Bill 
will feel that the rights and privileges which they enjoyed for upwards 
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of so years are beinj]^ takeu away because they have got a hostile 
Government, a Government which have got full power to do anything 
they like. I do not know if my friends who represent the tea industry 
in this House will agree with me or not, but I personally think that 
under, this Bill Government will assess lands which w^ere not assessed 
before. If that is not the intention of Government, the ilou*ble 
Member can say so, and I shall be only too glad to withdraw my 
objection. With these few^ words, I oppose the reference of the Bill 
to the Select Committee. 

Rai Bahaduf 8ATYA KINKAR SAHANAs 1 rise to say a few words 
in regard to this Bill. Obviously this Bill seems to be meeting half- 
way those politicians w'ho are always ilamouring for the doing away 
of the permanent settlement. It seems to be a placating move on the 
part of Government. I do not say that they have a soft corner for 
them, but it is a placating move no doubt. 1 have got very little to 
do with it. but what I am comerned with is that if the rent of dwelling 
lands — non-ngficultural lands — he increased in the country, unhealthi- 
ness and insanitation of the province wdll increase hundredfold. It i» 
my exjjerieiH'e that because the people in the rural ureas are poor, they 
cannot pay their rents regularl,\ . It is know'n'to every onei in the 
province, that the rent for non-agricultural land, that is dwelling land 
or liuxfee land, is higher than that for pad<iy fields or even the raht 
fields. Therefore, the jieoplc in the ruial areas live huddl(*d together, 
their grandfathers erected a hut oii a plot of laud measuring 10 cottnhs 
and the grandsons who are now divided into five families live on that 
10 roffrthx of land with their cattle, goat and sheep and everything and 
convert that place into a veritable pandemonium. 

The HOfi’ble Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: May I just inter- 
rupt my friend for a moment. In clause 2 (/)) it is specifically men- 
tioned that non-agricultuml land does not include homestead. 

Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Then I have nothing ta 
say. 

Mr. d. B. KINDER8LEY: I should like first of all to deal with 
the points raised by Nawab Musharruf Hosain. Under lleguiation 
VII of 1822 wdiich is the temporary settlement regulation, it is gpe<'i- 
fically laid down that a Eevenue officer’s duty should be chiefly directed 
not to a general or extensive enhancement of the but to the 

equalisation of the public burden. The object of this Bill is an attempt 
to equalise this public burden. Under the Tenancy Act, as Nawab 
Musharruf Hosain knows, we are able to fix fair and equitable rents 
for every class of agricultural tenant in order to fix and determine 
^the Government revenue. The reason why we are able to fix the rent 
of every clasS of tenant is that it was considered necessary to introduce 
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legielation for the' protection of those tenants against possible rapacious 
landlords under Regulation I of 1793 by which the Governor General 
reserved to himself particularly that right. The agriculturist was* 
considered to be incapable of ensuring for himself a fair contract, and 
it is for that reason that by Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act we 
are empowered to determine exactly what rent should be payable by 
every grade of tenant. When it comes to non-agricultural land, that 
is town land, the matter is on a different footing. The majority of 
the people who live in towns are sufticiently educated not to enter into 
a contract which would be unsuitable or unfair to themselves. The 
possibility of having a rent imposed upon them that was unfair does 
not arise to the same extent. And it is for that reason that in the 
past this Council has protested against the use of Chapter X of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act for the purpose of settling of rent on land used’ 
or held by non-agriculturists in non-agricultural areas. It has been 
found in Government estates, in towns, where the town has sprung 
up since the original settlement wus made, tliat lands which were'^ 
leased out originally to agricultural tenants by Government have b&en 
converted into very valuable town lauds. Those lands being in origin 
parts of agricultural tenancies are practically governed by the Tenancy 
Act, but by the wording of the T-enancy Act as it is now for those 
lands whi(;h are ifsed for non-agricultural purposes in any particular 
part of that holding we cannot fix a rent for the tenant which is 
binding. We can determine the revenue payable to Government, but 
we cannot fix the rent wdiicdi is binding and when Government is itself 
the proprietor, that is in a khajf imhal as op])oscd to temporarily-settled 
estate, pnce more this rent which is payable by a man who holds it 
originally as an agriculturist but now uses it for non -agricultural 
purjiosc, we cannot fix a rent in respect of the laud which is binding 
upon him and the Collector has to fight to get a contract executed and 
it may take years. The alternative is ejectment. Government does 
not desire to eject. The Nawub Sahib stiid that* Government has 
included in the lease of tea-gardens a very clever clause. The Nawab 
Sahib, I am afraid, has not read his tea-garden lease. If he reads it 
he will find that the maximum rent that he may be called upon to pay 
for that land is the highest rate paid for agricultural lands in the 
neighbourhood. It is governed by sj>ecial leases granted under special 
rules. His apprehension that the small bazars that lie in each garden 
are going to be assessed in some peculiar way is, I think, unfounded. 

I quite realise his apprehension if eonveited, that small bazar which is 
held for the benefit of the tea-garden population into a township with 
cinemas race courses and things of that kind, but the bazars in 
the tea-gardens are daily hdU rather than shopping centres. This Act 
would not apply to such hdts and bazars. If they are converted into 
large shopping centres with shops like Wbiteaway, Laidlaw or some- 
thing of the Jki&dy the matter will be different because the ^ad will be 
used contrary to the purpose for which it was leased and Govermnent 
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iirdt 1)6 in a position to take steps to eject the owner of the tea-garden, 
l^el^-garden lands, 1 might incidentally mention, are horticultural and, 
therefore, come under the Tenancy Act. 

Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy raised a point that the landlords will be in 
difficulty because they will not be able to realise from the tenants 
a rent commensurate wnth the revenue which Govern men t will be able 
to demand. As members of this House probably know under Regula- 
tion VII of 1822 settlement has to be offered to the pioprietor of a 
temporarily-settled estate. That offer is made on the revenue calculated 
on the basis of assets of the estate. The total assets we ma^ take it as 
a thousand the maximum revenue demanded by Government is Rs. 7(K) 
and frequently it is a great deal less. Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy suggests 
that he may be unable to eject his tenants. May I call his attention 
to clause 2{5) which defines non-agricultural lands? It says that such 
’ land is non-agricultural in reganl to this Bill, irrespective of whether 
such land or any part thei*eof was originally leased for agricultural or 
horticultural purposes or not. If this Bill is made into a law, the 
tenant is no longer able to claim that you cannot eject him from this 
particular plot because it is a part of an agricultural holding, as the 
land ceases to be part of an agricultural holding and he becomes a 
tenant under the Transfer of Jl^roperty Act. If his term of settlement 
has cortle to an end, he has no riglit to continue in occupation of that 
particular plot of laud unless and until he enters into a new contract 
w’ith his landlord. It is our information that in stich a case the land- 
lord will be able to force his tenant to come to a proper agreement at 
a rent commensurable with the real value of the land. There is one 
other point raised by Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy and that is the question 
of alluvial accretions to permanently-settled estates. It is true that 
some of the lands that will be affected by this Bill are lands which 
have been or will l>e added by the dereliction of the river to permanently- 
settled estates. A man knows quite well whether that is happening 
to his estate or not. It is impossible for anybody not to be able to 
appreciate the fact that his house, which stood 10 yards from the river 
bank, 20 years later stood 100 yards from the bank. To tell me 
that he did not know that, is to tell me that he did Imif that 
something which I decline to believe. The landlord must leain that 
there has been an accretion to his land. He is able to obtain from the 
CoUectorete, if he has not got it, a copy of the revenue survey map 
^ which under the clauses ’^Act IX of 1847 forms the basis for resump- 
tion of alluvial land, ana i|. he exaiiiAiies for himself the map he is 
able to ffnd out whether there has been an accretion. If he still sUys 
he does not know whether there has been an accretion lo his estate 
which was permanently settled, he creates lor his heirs a damnosa 
heredUas: H# tneiuly settled at a rent far too low to pl|aM Goif'em- 
ment .* in other words, the general puUic and the It would 

he nnlaif to the general tax-payer to accept a rdHiib from him at 
37 
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Biicli a low rate, wkich I may describe a pepper-corn rent. Some people 
may suffer for their own foolishness, but 1 cannot agree that they 
should be excused while I venture to suggest that it is not a sound 
argument that Government should excuse a man for being a fool. 

Mauivi NURAL AB8AR CHOUDHURY: I beg to move that after 
the name of Mr. G. G. Hooper the following name be inserted, 
namely : — ^ 

Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury. 

The Hon'ble Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER; Sir, I oppose this 
motion. I may say that in regard to these motions for 
adding names to the Select Committee it is not a wholesome 
practice. When the personnel of a Select Committee is settled, all 
parties are consulted and every endeavour is made to have alf interests* 
represented there. Once we have done it and then if one has to agree ^ - 
to an addition, I do not know where we stop. It is a fairly big com- 
mittee of 14 members and every possible interest is represented here. 

I oppose the motion. 

The amendment was then put and lost. 

The motion that “the Bengal Non-Agricultural Lands Assessment 
Bill, 19d6, be refeiTed to a Select Committee consisting of — 

Mr. W. H. Thompson, 

Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu, 

Mr. S. M. Bose, 

Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan Sinha, of Naahipur, 

Balm Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, 

Babu Khetter Mohan Ray, 

Mauivi Tamizuddin Khan, 

Mauivi Abul Quesem, 

Babu Premhari Barma, 

S |i Bahadur Satyendra Kumar Das, 
h O; K. Nicholl, 

‘ Mrt J. B. Kindersley, 

Mr. G. G. Hooper, and 
g the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report aa ipon as possible, ahd thal^ 
the nulhber of members whose presence shalB be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be five” was thin put and agreed to. 

Adjoummant 

Tha He^cil i^as then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Monday,, the 30ih 
March, 4936, «C Ble Council House, Calcut^ 



Pi^eedingt of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council HousOi 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 30th March, 1936, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sir Manhatha Nath Hat 
Chowdhuky, of Santosh), in the Chair, the three Hon’ble Memll)er8 of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 85 nomiriated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anewers were given) 

Inconvenience of the pedestrians at the southern footpath of the Howrah 
Bridge on tho Howrah Side. 

•SI. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Marine Department aware — 

(i) that the Port Commissioners have constructed blocks of hbueea 
on the western side of the Hooghly river just on the southera 
footpath of the Howrah bridge on the Howrah side; 

(u) that these are let out to shopkeepers; 

(in) that these shopkeepers in exposing their articles for salo 
eflcroach on the footpath and thereby cause incon^nience 
to the pedestrians who have to hurry to catch their trains at 
Howrah station; ^ 

(ti?) that passengers using the trams and buses are also 
venienced by th« crowded state of these footpaths; 

(v) that at the time of solar and lunar eclipses and other festivaU, 

the public are greatly inconvenienced by the crowds on the 
footpaths ^jposite these shops ; and 

'f\* * -A 

(vi) that ttfscidents often occur to the pedestrians by lorries, mitor 
cart biiffalo-«arts which sometimes go asfliig on the 
footpaths t 
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(6) Are the Ooremment considering the desiraUlity of — 

• 

(t) removing these houses; 

(u) of making the footpath as wide as possible in the present 

state; and 

(Hi) removing these stali-keepeze who encroach upon the foot- 
paths ? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Uo 
Sir John Woodhoad): (a) (i) (ii) The Port Commissioners have not 
erefl^asd any buildings. The buildings have been erected by the person 
to whom the land has been leased. 

(Hi) to (v) Pedestrian traffic is heavy at the place^in question. 

\vi) No. 

(6) (i) to (hi) The District Officer of Howrah has been asked to /< 
examine what steps, if any, can be taken to relieve congestion at the 
place in question. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: In respect of answer (a) (i) and 
(m), was it not mentioned in the contract that the lease of the land 
was a building contract and buildings may be erected on it? 

Thi Honfble 8ir JOHN WOODHEAD: I presume that the lease 
was for the erection of buildings. 

Iltaivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: With reference to answer (a)(vi), 
what is the source of his information tliat there has been no accident 
at this place? 

Tha Hon*bld 8ir JOHN WOODHEADl ^he District Magistrate’s 

.Import V 

Boholarshipa for baokwani Masaoi.. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8UIGHA: (a) Will tha Hoa’bla 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to iAate ^ 
what principle the areas for the distribution of scholarships to 
backward classes for Final Pritnary (Maktab) are selected? 

(b) Is it ^ a,. fact that some districts have altogether ^ep left 

Gfovernment considering the IddsiraMlf^ of tpldiig 
iotif' consideration the relativj population of the bao|:i^Pid classes in 
the seleolibiiL of such areas and bf distributing the 6^holap|hip6 disbdot 
by district? > ' 
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MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
HMPble Khaii^ Bahadur M. Aziiul Haqua): (a) Primary (Mc^taba) 
Final Scholarships reserved for the backward classes are distributed 
among all the candidates in the division having regard to local needs, 
except in the Dacca and Chittagong Divisions where the Inspectors 
of Schools distribute the scholarships according to districts for ad- 
ministrative reasons. 

(6) Yes, occasionally on account of the reasons stated above. 

(c) No. The divisional unit is generally speaking the beet unit 
for distribution. The distribution of scholarships on any other basis 
is likely to concentrate the award of such scholarships in places Wh^rd 
there is a large backward class population. Areas with a small back- 
. ward class population will suffer. 

Rai Bahadur 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: Will the Hon hie Minister 
. be pleased to state the total amount spent on scholarships to students 
of the backward classes? 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: It is very 
difficult for me to say that offhand. 

BahU K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Witli reference to answer (b), 
am I to finderstand that scholarships to Iwickward class students were 
distributed a(’cording to districts ever>'where except in the liajshahi 
Division ? v 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: As I have 

explained in the answer to (a), the divisional unit is generally speaking 
the best administrative unit, but where cases have been made out for 
district allotments, we have gone to the length of peimittiiig such allot- 
ments being made. Although the award of scholarships according to 
districts where the population of the backward classes is less will be 
, an incentive to the people of those districts, it is desirable that this 
distribution should be mlide on tJie l>asis of the entire population of 
those classes taken together, and this cannot be taken exception to, so 
long as the total num1>er of such sc holarships is fixed. 

1 / 

ItaflvtBYED MAJID BAK8H: Are we to understand that Muslims 
Jlre also included amongst the backward classes? 

Vm HonFMi KHmi Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: I am sure that 
iaj| ':Jriemd knows perfectly well that the Muslims do not belong to the^ 
backtf^rd classes, bat my friend is probably, inquisitive on ibis point 
umply because tbe word ''maktab’' is there.,* 1 may inform him that 
idjilOie ars mUibs ,and madrassas where Hindu students are also 
admitted. 
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Congress Kvorkors at Bonkhuri in Manikgin}^ 

*93. Pr. >IARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that some Congress workers of Dacca 
are carrying on village reconstruction work at Bonkhuri in the Manik- 
ganj subdivision of the Dacca district, and that they started a free 
primary sc^hool and khadi centre there on a plot of land taken on a 
jear’s lease on which they have constructed their own houses? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Subdivisional Officer of Manikganj and his 
subordinates under his orders have been making efforts to break up the 
centre — 

(t) by organising a propaganda through chaukidars and dafadars 

to dissuade guardians from sending children to the school; 
and 

(u) by directing the j}aU) of the landlords to serve a notice on the 

Congress workers to pull down tlieir houses within 7 days 
in w'hich notice it was stated that the Subdivisional Officer 
had ordered him that “Swadeshi Sevak Volunteers’^ must 
not l)e allowed to stay there? 

(c) Is it a fact that the (congress workers at Bonkhuri are engaged 
purely in village reconstruction work, and have not carried on any 
seditious or subversive propaganda? 

(d) Is it a fact that the vSulKlivisional Officer, presiding at a public 
meeting in support of village improvement said that on the pretext 
of doing service to the people and running national schools these 
Congress workers w'ere ruining the villagers and he asked them not 
to buy kluuldar or send their children to the said school? 

(e) If the answ’ers to the above (juestions are in the affirmative, are 
the activities of the Subdivisional Officer supported by the Government? 

MEMBER ill charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Robert Reid): («) Some youths from other districts have come 
to Bonkhuri, apparently for the purpose referred to. Some boys are 
being taught free and are being used as messengers to distribute 
Congress leaflets, while a certain amount of cloth is being hawked. ^ 
(6) (t) No. 

{%%) The Subdivisional Officer did not direct any one to serve any 
notice on thoee.persons nor has he seen any notice of the kind meatioi|(pid* 

(o) There is no evidence that they are carrying on seditious or 
subversive propaganda. 

{d) Tlie Subdivisional Officer used words to the elfebl^ Kftfred'to, 
though he did not ask the villagers not to buy kkaddar. 



QUESTIONS. 


683 




(s) Oovernnient would certainly not approve of any diecouralreinent 
bmilg 6t> rural reconstruction work which is carried on in good 

faith. But in this case the Subdi visional Officer considered that such 
work was merely cover for political propaganda. ' • ' 


Or. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: With reference to 
answer (a), viz., that they are being used as messengers to distribute 
Congress leaflets, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what 
kind of Congress leaflets were distributed or whether any objectionable 
Congress leaflets were distributed? 


Tha HofPbfa Sir ROBERT REID. 1 have no idea. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Having regard to 
answer in (c) that “there is no evidence that they are carrying on 
seditious or subversive propaganda/' what ground had the Sub- 
divi.sional Officer to consider, -as stated in answer (c), that “such work 
was merely cover for political propaganda.*^ 

Th© HOfl’bId Sir ROBERT REID: The pi^int is tliat it was not 
genuine rural reconstruction w’ork. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA; Is there any evidence 
that it was anything else? 

TIm Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: The answer is there in my reply 
to the question which I have already given. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to state 
what, according to the Government, is meant by rural reconstruction 
and whether rural reconstruction is also a form of political propaganda? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question does not arise. 


CongraM Jubilee eefebn^ien at ManikgaiiJ. 

*84. Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government are aware that on the 24th December, 
1936, the Subdivisional Officer of Manikganj issued a notice to the 
Head Masters of local high schools asking them to see that no student 
of their schools took part in Congress jubilee ^celebrations, to warn the 
guardianer of students that any ward reading in their schools, found 
taking part in Uus celebration, would be liable to expulsion from the 
sohoobF 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to place a copy of the notice before the House? 

^ (c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is ‘a 
fact — 

(i) that the authorities of the Manikganj subdivision in the district 

of Dacca carried on active propaganda among the villagers 
of Bonkhuri — dissuading them from taking part in the 
Congress golden jubilee celebration; and 

(ii) that the police forcibly pulled down the. triumphal aroh built 

in connection with Congress jubilee celebration, snatched 
away the Congress flag, broke the flag staff, and assaulted a 
young man named Matilal Das? 

(d) If the answer to the above question be in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Member be pleased to inform the House whether these 
things were done with the knowledge and the sanction of the Govern- 
ment? If not, what steps do the Government contemplate taking in 
the matter? 

The Hofi’ble Sir ROBERT REID: (a) Yes. 

(6) A copy is placed on the Library table. 

(c) (t) No. 

(it) No, the facts are that those in charge of the celebration 
endeavoured to increase the attendance by dragging in persons standing 
by. An unwilling victim resisted and in the struggle which ensued 
some damage was done. The timely intervention of the police put an 
end to the disturbance. 

(d) The Subdivisional Officer’s circular was not issued with either the 
knowledge or the sanction of Government and suitable notice is being 
token of his action. 

Dr. NAREBH CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: With regard to answer 
(<?)(iV), is it not a fact that a flag staff was broken down? 

Th0 HOfl'bId Sir ROBERT REID: I believe it was; that is where 
the damage was done. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: Is it not also a fact 
that flags were taken away and a flag staff was broken? 

TIm HoiPble BIr ROBERT REID: I am not aware of any flags 
being tidcen away; but a brcdcen flag was. included imthe damage that 
was done. 
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Farrias in tha districts of Malda, Murshidsbad and R«iahaiii. 

•96. Raja Bahadur BHUPENORA NARAYAN 8JNHA, of NasM- 

piif? Will the Hon’ hie Minister in charge of the Txicjil Keif-Government 
Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — • 

(а) the names of the ferries under the district boards, local boards, 

and municipalities in the districts of Hajshnhi, Murshidabad 
and Malda; 

(б) the year in which these were placed under the control of these 

local bodies and the number of the notifications by which 
these ferries were so transferred by the Government; 

(c) the year in which these ferries were resumed by the Gov- 

ernment and the notification under which they were so 
resumed; and 

(d) the names of the lessees of these ferries for the years 1936-36 
, and the rent at which these were let out by the respective 

bodies concerned ? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy); (a), (h), (r) and 
(d) Stat^ients furnishing the infomation ns far as ixissiblo are laid 
on the Library’ table. 


Appointment to the posts of supervisors^ skilled oporativeSp etc., in the 
Industries Department. 

*96. Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries I>e|>artment be 
pleased to state what are the standard of qualifications, technical and 
educational, prescrilied and procedure followed at the time of selection 
of candidates for training and appointment as — 

(i) supervisors; 

(ii) skilled operatives; 

(tit) workmen; 

(iv) fitters; 

(v) mistries; and 

(vt) boy assistants? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be j^eased to lahether vacancies 
am advertised ? 
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(c) If the answer to (b) be in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the dates and the agencies throngh which 
those advertisements were made ? If not, why not P 

(d) Is the Hon^ble Minister aware that several appointments have 
been given to raw hands, without any advertisement, giving less than 
a month's training? 

(e) Is it also a fact that in many cases appointfiients have been 
made before training? If so, when and why? 

(/) Is it a fact that applications of candidates, who received full 
course of trainng under the department (Laboratory at Pagladanga) 
are receiving no consideration? 


MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Nawab Sir Mohiuddin Faroqui, of 
Ratanpiir): (a) There are no such posts as fitters and mistries. A 
statement furnishing the information asked for in respect of the remain- 
ing posts is laid on the Library table. 

(b) and (c) While vacancies are generally filled by promotion and 
by men selected from the registered list of trained candidates main- 
tained in the department, they are also filled on advertisement whenever 
considered necessary through the agency of the Press Officer to 
Government. 

(d), (e) and (/) No. 


Khas mahal grant to Chittagong General Hospital. 

•97. Mr. J. W. R. STEVEN: («) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(/) whether it is a fact that khas mahal grant to the Chittagong 
General Hospital is Bs: 2,500 per annum; 

(n) when was the amount of this contribution fixed; and 

(Hi) what has been the increase in the annual khcu rnahal revenue 
of the Chittagong district alone since that date? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the khas mahal revenue in 
the Noakhali and Tippera districts has greatly increased since the 
period that the khas viahal grant to the Chittagong General Hospital 
had been fixed? 

(c) Are the ' Government considering the desirability of increasing 
the said grant? ; , , 

{d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, by what amount is H 
proposed to be increased? 
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MEMBER in charga of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon'blo 
Mr Brojonilni Lot Mittor): (a) (i) Out of the total contribution for 
medical purposes made to various hospitals and dispensaries from the 
income of Government estates, a sum of Rs. 2,500 is j?ranted to the 
Chittagong Hospital. 

An additional grant of Rs. 600 was made from the Medical Budget 
to permit the ei^tertainment of a European nurse. 

(n) In 1908. : . 

(iit^ About 3 ISkhs of rupees. 

(by Yes, 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Is it not u fart that the 
grant of Rs. 2,500 has remained the same sinre lOOS, in spite of the 
fact that the revenue lias more than doubled itself P And if that is so, 
why is it that the grant has not-been increased P 

The Hofl’hle Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER. Besides Chittagong 
Hospital, grants are made to six other hospitals in that district. 

HaJi BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: In view of the fact that the 
hospital grants of the district board and of the municipality have been 
increased considerably, why have not Government considered the 
question of increasing their grant up till nowP 

The Hon’bfe Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER. No occasion has 
ari.sen. If there were 'urgent need anywhere, representations should 
be made to Government, and Government would (‘ertainly consider 
them, and if funds permit they would make increased grant. 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: In view of the fact that 
subscriptions liave been raised for the additional accommodation pro- 
vided and also in view of the fact that Her Excellency liudy Willingdon 
and His Excellency the Governor of Bengal graced the hospital with 
their presence on the occasion of its opening ceremony, will not Gov- 
ernment consider the question of increasing their grant to enable the 
hospital to meet the additional expenditure to be incurred P 

TIM Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: The fact stated 
by the hon’ble member shows that this hospital iaicertainly not being 
neglected. 
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Okf BraliroaiMitra riair. 

*98. Babtt 8ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Ib tlie 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Iriigation Depwirtment aware — 

(i) that up to a few years back the old bed of the Bra(hluapujtra' 

. river which jjasses through the district of Mymensingh used 
to be fed by a stream issuing from the Garo Hills, 'and 
locally called Jinjiram, and falling into the old Brahma- 
putra at Dewanganj in the subdivision of Jamalpur; 

(ii) that owing to the blocking of the said Jinjiram at some points 

the water of the said Garo Hills are being diverted into the 
river Jamuna thus causing or helping to cause a complete 
deterioration and decay of the river Brahmaputra in Mymen- 
singh ; and 

{in) that the said old Brahmaputra is the main drain and channel 
of communication serving the major portion of the district 
of Mymensingh ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Superintending Engineer, Mr. S. N. 
Banerjee, investigated into the reasons of the drying up of the said 
river Jinjiram and reported to the Government for opening up of the 
said Jinjiram river to restore the flow of the river Brahmajuitra P 

(c) If the answer to either (a) or (h) is in the affirmative,* will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what steps the Government have 
taken or are contemplating to take to remedy the state of things created 
by the blocking of the said stream Jinjiram? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of laying on 
the table a coj>}' of the report of the Superintending Engineer? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Member be further pleased to state why a 
question of which notice was given in the last session of the Bengal 
Legislative Council in connection with the above has not been answered 
yet? 

Mf. H. 8. Bt 8TEVEN8: {a) (/) to {Hi) and {h) to (d) The member 
is referred to the replies given to his questions on the same subject 
on the 20th December, 1935, 

f <■ ^ 

(e) Does not arise. 

Bibu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; WiU the 

Secretary. Irrigation Department, l>e pleased to state if any action has 
been taken since December. 1935, for actually carrying into effect the 
suggestions of*the late Chief Engineer, Rai Bahadur S. N. BanerjiP 

Mf. H. 8. E. 8TEVEN8; The suggestion made by Rai Bahadur 
S. N. Bonexji wa« c^ei^erqd by the Chief ^ngineer« IrrigatM»Si JDdpart- 
ment, to be impracticable and therefore no aqtion has on 
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iurisdidion of mimtifi in Myniontinglii 

m lliHi tATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYs (a) U the 

Hon’hle Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware of the 
memorandum Nos. 7904-7920 issued by the District Judge of Mymen- 
singh to all Munsifs Courts in Mymensingh, regarding the institution 
of money suits triable under the Small Causes Court procedure from 
the 2nd January, 1936? 

(b) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hou’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether he is also aware— 

(i) that the order contained in the above memorandum has resulted 

in the withdrawal of the i)ower8 and jurisdiction of the 
munsifs outside Sadar subdivision to entertain suits for 
money claims above the value of Rs. 350 and up to Rs. 760 
and in some cases even above Rs. 100; 

{ii) that the litigants in the vast district of Mymensingh with 6/200 
square miles area have to suffer hai'dship and expense in 
going to the district headquarters to file or contest those 
suitsj in the Courts of the Sub-Judges; and 

{Hi) that the very declared object and reasons of the Bengal and 
Assam Civil Courts (Amendment) Act, 1935, namely, to 
^ make justice available at cheap cost and near at hand, have 
been defeated and particularly in Mymensingh by the with- 
drawal of jurisdiction from the munsifs? 

(c) In how many and what districts of Bengal has such withdrawal 
of powers and jurisdiction from the mufcLsscd courts, been effected and 
on what principle was the selection of the districts made? 

(d) For what particular reason has the district of Mymensingh been' 
selected for the experiment? 

(e) Have the Government and the High Court received representa- 
tions from the m^fassal Bar Associations protesting against the said 
arrangement ? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of — 

(t) taking steps to restore the previous practice and arrangement 
in the district of Mymensingh investing the munsifs to try 
as money suits all suits above their Slkllll Cause Court 
powers; or 

(ii) amending the Bengal, Agra and Assam Civil Courts Act so as 

to raise the jurisdiction of the munsifs for general conveni- 
ence and to make justice less expensivef 

MEMBER «f JtlOIOlRL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Mt 

Mr Bro l w Er t LM MittaQl {oh Yes. 
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(6) (t) Yes, so far as suits triable under the Provincial Small Cause 
Court Act are concerned. 

(it) It is hoped that any trouble and expense involved will be more 
than compensated by the more expeditious Small Cause Court procedure. 

(Hi) No. 

(c) Subordinate Judges in the following districts exercise 

Small Cause Court powers up to Rs. 760 in the areas specified in Notifi- « 
cation No. 24831 A., dated the 19th December, 1935 (published in the 
Calcutta Gazette): — 


Burdwan. 

Mymensingh. 

Hooghly. 

Nadia. 

Howrah. 

Rangpur. 

Jessore. 

Dinajpur. 


The amended Act was brought into operation in the districts 
specified after consultation with District Judges. 

(e) High Court received representations from Bar Association of 
certain districts, but Government did not. The representations were 
carefully considered by the High Court and no present action was con* 
sidered necessary. 

(/) (i) and (ii) No, 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleascKl to state if Government will consider any 
represen tat j^ns that litigants may submit to the Government? 

The HOffble 8ir BROJENDRA LAL MITTERs Yes, certainly. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: kas the Hon’ble 

Member got any idea of the iiatxire of the inaccessibility of the district 
town of Mymensingh from distant areas? 

Tha Hofi’bla 8ir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: Not very accurate 
and definite, but t have some idea. 

Dr^ NARE8H CHANDRA 8EH CUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Member 
awcu^ that frPm some places it takes about 12 hours to reach the head- 
quarters town of Mymensingh? 

Tha HMPbla 8ir BBOjENDRA LAL HITTER: It may be so, but 

I am not aware that any of these cases oame^from those places. 
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(#r. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Is tile Hon’ble Member 
that if a man has got tp bring a suit to the small cause court of 
not over Bs. 400, the amount of expenditure that is involved in his 
going to Mymensingh would practically be more than that amounts 

Tha Hofi’We Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: No, Si^I am not 
prepared to accept that statement. " 

Deputy Direotor of Sericulture. 

MOO. Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEEs Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
. pleased to state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that the post of Deputj’ Director of Seri- 
culture has not been filled for a year; 

(it) whether it is now intended to fill the vacancy by appointing 
a new hand from the Department of Agriculture; 

(ni) whether the claims of the officers available in the Depprtmeni 
of Sericulture have l)een duly considered in thie^connec- 

^ tion and 

(tt;) Aether the qualifications and suitability of Miss Cleghorn, 
Superintendent of Sericulture, have been considered for the 
postP 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: 

(i) No. Pending the appointment of a permanent incumbent 
officiating arrangement has been made to fill the post. * ^ ^ 

(tt) to (iv) Applications were invited from candidates in India for 
the post and the officers of the Sericulture Department were not debarred 
from applying for it. The Bengal Selection Board was consulted in 
respect of all the. applications received and its recommendation is at 
present under t;on8ideration. 

Dotamia in Ramgati and Sandurip polioo-aUtiona of Noakhali. 

*101. Maufvi H ASSAM ALI: (a) Will the Eon^le Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the present time — 

(t) h^ow many detenus are there in each of the police-stations of 
* Eamgati f^d Sandwip^in ,the|^trict of Noakhali; 

(tt) what are the names oi^the detenus; 
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(iit) wkich diftrict do tkoy come from ; and ^ 

(tv) from which district have they befen arrested? 

(6) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to say whether some of the 
detenus of Sandwip were convicted in February last? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the charges against them? 

Tlw Hofl’ble Sir ROBERT REID: (a) Government are not prepared 
to give this information. 

(fc) and (c) Two were convicted of offences punishable under section 
•6 (/) of the Bengal Criminal liuw Amendment Act, 1930. 


Datenu Amuita Kumar Saraawati of Babubari (Dinajporo). 

•1(^ Bate PREMHARI BARM A: (a) Will the Hon^ble Member 
in chax^Q^ir^ the Political Department be pleased to ^te — 

(i) •whelinp’ it is a fact that Babu Ananta Kumar Saraswati, of 
Babubari, Dinajpore, now a detenu in the Bu.\a Detention 
Camp, has been suffering from a serious type of ^e disease 
for the last three or four months; 

lit) whether it is a fact that due to his eye troubles he gets almost 
daily a severe attack of headache for which he requires 
frequent morphia injections; and 

^m) whethir it is a fact that he bas applied to the Government for 
being removed to the Calcutta Medical College Eye Hospital 
for better treatment? 

(b) li the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will ^ Hon’ble 
Member oe pleased to state whether Government are considering the 
desirability of removing him immediately to . the Calcutta Medical 
College Eye Hospital for better treatment? 

Tht Hte’bM iir ROBERT REID: (a) (t) and (u) The detenu has 
oomplained of lieadi^che and pains in his eyes for some timei but refused 
to attend hospital as an indoor patient until the ^leginiiing of last 
month. He moeived three injections during Felaruaiy. 

(m) No. 

(h) The deftenn will sheitiy be eaBamlffed ^by^Uie Civil Surgeon of 
Jalpaiguri; on receipt . of his* report* Government will ctimSSm wbat 
.action should be takeit ^ 
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Btrlmiipor# old Dtltfitton Gimp. 

tfOSi Mr. Pt BANERJIS (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Political Department aware that the old Detention Camp at 
Berhampore is overcrowded owing to the concentration of a large 
number of detenus? 

(b) Is it a fact that the privilege of having their recreation both in 
the morning and the evening in the new Detention Camp (located in^ 
the same boundary) so far enjoj^ed has Wn withdrawn from the 15th 
February, 1936? 

(c) If the reply to is in the affirmative, what other arrangements 
have the Government made for their recreation? 

(d) Is- it a fact that the supply of patent medicines to the detenus 
has been totally stopped? 

The Hon’fole Sir ROBERT REID: (a) No. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) There is a recreation ground within the old camp.'^lf*'^ 

(d) Patent medicines are issued when necessary. 

Mtt Pi BANERJI: With reference to (luestioii (fj), will the HoJi’ble 
Member be pleased to state why the facilities havejieeti denied to these 
persons? 

The Hon’bte Sir ROBERT REID: The reason is that the detenus 
were not using the privilege for the purpose for which it was given, 
that is for the purpose of recreation and exercise. 


Retrenohed OfHoers. 

MB4. MUNINDRABEB RAI MAHA8AI: (a) Will the Ilon’ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment Depai-tment be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) Jhe total number of retrenched officers on the surplus list on 
the 31a| October, 1935; 

(n) the total number re-employed up to that date j 
(m) the number of vacancies that occurr^d^ up to 31st October, 
^ > 1935,* in the respective services ^ ^partiiievti to which the 
^ retrenched bflicere belonged ; and ,, ^ 

were Hkw ABed? " 
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(b) Is it a fact that orders were issued by Government for tjie 
re-employment of retrenched officers? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what steps were taken 
by the GovemiAent to secure compliance with their orders? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Robert Neid): (a) (i) The compilation of these figures 
ceased on the dlst December, 1934. At that date the figures were as 
follows : — 

l6^ permanent. 

175 temporary. 

(ii) 67. 

(m) 279. 

(iv) 54 retrenched officers, 202 outsiders, 8 district nomination, 
9 direct recruitment, 2 temporary officers in the department, 2 nominated 
by Selection Board, and 2 not filled. 

(5)*Yes, if they were suitable for the vacancies which occurred. 

(c). Esfbh department maintained a list of retrenched officers who 
VIre considered fit for re-employment, which was circulated to other 
departments through the Appointment Department. 

Note. — The difference between the figure 67 given in the answer 
to (u) and the figure 54 in {iv) is due to reabsorption in departments 
other than those which retrenched. 


Certificate powers to landlords of Noakhali. 

MBS. Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(i) how many estates have been granted powers under section 
158(a) of the Bengal Tenancy Act in the district of 
Noakhali ; 

{ii) what are the names of the recipients of such xwwers; 

(til) how many estates have been granted such powers in each 

district within the Presidency of Bengal; 

(tr) what,afe the grounds of granting such powers; and 

(v) what are the conditions laid down for the landholders? 

* 

{bl What led the Government to grant such powers at the 
moment having regard to the plight of the agricultuiists?^ 



Ifeo QUESTIONS. m 

:. (<>) Is the Hon’ble Member aware — 

(i) that a petition against some landholders for not granting of 
rent receipts was submitted to the District Magistrate of 
Noakhali in the years 1933 and 1934 by Aswini Kumar 
Chakrabarty of Bihirgaon, Fasler Rahman and others of 
Palpara, police-station Begamganj ; 

(it) that the cases in the petition were substantiated by the 
reports of the Circle Officers of Begamganj ; and 

(ttt) that those landholders also have been given powers und^i^ the 
aforesaid Act? 

(d) If the answer to (c) (iii) is in the affinnative, what are the 
reasons P 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of withdrawing 
the aforesaid power already given and of stopping granting such powers 
in future till the economic condition of the country improves? 

The Hoti’Me Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: (a) (i) to (m) A 

statement is laid on the Library table. 

(a) (ir) and {h) Under section 158A(;^) of the Bengal Tenancy Act 
Government have no option but to grant .such powers when the terms 
and conditions specified by them ai*e satisfied. 

(o) {v) A copy of the terms and conditions on which tbe privilege 
is allowed to landlords is laid on the Library table. 

(c) Government have no information. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) No. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: With reference to answer {a){iv) 
and (6), does the Act contemplate that it is compulsory for Govern- 
ment to grant certificate powers? 

The HOfi’bla Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: I refer the hon’ble 
member to section 158(a) of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 


Malaria in Jaaaore. 

Maiflai LATAFAT HOSBAlNs (a) la the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware — 

(t) that malaria is prevalent in acute form in the district of Jessoxe; 
(«0 that there are jungles and water-hyacinth scattered all over the 
district; 
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(i«) that the Sul>divi8ional Officers of Magura and Aenida aw tak- 
ing steps for the clearance of jungles and water-hyacinth; 
and 

(iv) that no steps in this direction are being taken by the Subdivi* 
sional (Officer of Narail: 

(6) If the answers to (a) ai%^ the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister hi j)^8ed to state the reasons as to (a) (iv) ? 

Tlia Hon’bli Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) to (m) Tes. 

This is not the case. 

(b) Does not arise. 

District Board Chairmanship of Dacca. 

*107. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: (n) Will the Honble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether the District Board of Dacca enjoys the right to have 
a non-officiiil Chairman? 

(b) Who is the present Chairman of that Board? 

(c) Is it a fact that the elected Chairman continues to act as such 
even after joining the Government of Bengal? 

(d) Is that in consonance with the principles governing these 
elections? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; (n) Yes. 

(b) The Hou’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahahuddin. 

(c) He continues in the office of the chainnan, hut he has delegated 
all his lowers as Chairman to the Vice-Chairman during his short 
absence. 

{d) In view of the reply to (r), his continuance as Chairman does 
not militate against the principles underlying these elections. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon'hle Minister he 
pleased to slate what has the Dacca District Board done to forfeit the 
right to have a non-official chairman? 

Th« HOfPbla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The right 

continues. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Then, is it in order for a 
Member of Government to hold an office under a subordinate local 
body? 



» HOKfblt Sir BUOY PRASAD tINCH ROVi S&; I T«ter the 

member to the Government of India Act. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Is it not prohibited by the 
rules for a member of Government to be a member of any subordinate 
body under any of the departments of Government? 

TIm Hoti^ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I pet think so. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Did the Local Self-Govern- 
ment Department call upon the Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin 
either to resign his office as Chairman of the Dacca District Board or 
take leave for the appropriate period for whicli he has been appointed 
a Member of Government? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Did the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 

Shahabuddin make any such offer to Government? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Not that I am 
aware of. 

Babu aiTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: In view of the fact that 
there is a provision in the Manual to the Local Self-Government Act 
for the Chairman to apply for leave, what prevented him from doing so 
in this case? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is not 
for me to answer that question. 

Murshidabad Municipality. 

M08. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: (a) With reference to 
the reply to starred question No. 53 on the I9th August, 1935, will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state whether the deposits of the other gentlemen have 
yet been refunded ? 

(h) Is it a fact — 

(i) that the Murshidabad Municipality has not been able to pay 
their contractors, suppliers of materials and even sweepera 
and menials; and 

(it) that a large sum is outstanding on these accxmnts? 

(c) If the answers to (b) are in the affirmative, what action does the 
Hon’ble Minister propose to take in the matter? 
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QUESTIONS. 


[SOm ]b&:, 

TIm Hon’bl* W bijoy PRAMD SINGH ROYt (a) No; oi^*U» 
deposits of Mr. Sujat Hoeain, Sj. Gorindo Das Adiery and Bidm Raj 
Hob an Sen have since been refunded. 

(b) (i) Contractors and suppliers of materials have not yet been paid 
in full. Sweepers and menials have been paid up to January, 1936. 

(it) The outstanding bills to CQntractors amount to Rs. 3,684 and 
sweepers’ pay for Februai^ to Es. 750. 

(c) Government will consider the matter. 

Mr. MARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the total income of this municipality? 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Issue of letters by Subdivisionat Offloer, Narail, to Presidents of 
union boards. 

MOO. Mauivi LATAFAT HOSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon’bie 
Minister in charge of the liocal Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the present Subdivisional Officer of 
Narail has recently issued many letters to the several Presidents of the 
union boards? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) how many such letters have issued; 

(it) what are their contents; and 

(Hi) the reasons for their issue? 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(6) (i) The information is not readily available. 

(ii) and (Hi) They were ordinary communications issued in the 
normal course of public business. 

Improvement in Agriculture. 

M10. Rei Baliadur SATYA KINKAR SAHANA: (a) Is the 

Hon’bie Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment aware — 

{%) that agriculture is the main souroe of wealth of Bengal; 

(tt) that it is still moving on the same lines in which used to 
move oentttfies before ; 




tliat the agriculture of the proTiuce is much Mow the line of 
the innovated and improved agriculture of other civilised 
countries ; 


(h) that the farms are more experimental than anything else; 

(v) that these experimental farms are more avoided than imitated 
by the agriculturists; and 

(vt) that no innovations have been introduced to help the province 
out of the necessity of purchasing fruits and vegetables from 
places outside the Province? 


(b) If the answers to (a) (v) to (ri) are in the negative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what efforts have l>een made to 
improve the practical agriculture? 

(c) If no such efforts have yet been made will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons for such inaction? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: 

(a) (i) and (ui) Yes. 

(u) No. 

(n’)^The farms are both experimental and demonstration centres. 

(v) No. The large number of private farms which have come into 
existence in recent years proves the contrary. 

(vt) There has been a marked increu.se in the cultivation of vege- 
tables in the province. Fruits which are not in season in Bengal or 
not suited to the climate are naturally purchased from outside. A 
horticultural station has been established at Krishnagar where experi- 
ments for the improvement of fruit-growing industries are being carried 
out. 

(b) With the limited resources at the disposal of Government every 
effort is being made to improve practical agriculture as will be evident 
from the Annual Reports of the Agricultural department. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: With reference to answer in 
(a)(m)j will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
horticultural station at Krishnagar has anything to do with the Govern- 
ment of Bengal or whether it has been established by the (ilovernment 
of Bengal? 


The HofFMe Namb Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, ef Ratanintrs 

It was established by the Government of Bengal out of the grant 
received from the Imperial Council of Agricultural Researcli. 
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QIJESTIONS. 


[30tr IfiMt., 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR RAtUi Is the <Meer in ohnrge of the 
horticultural station an official entirely under the control of the Local 
Oovemment ? ,, 

The Hofl'bla N«nb tir MOHIUODIN FAROQUI, of Ritmpuri 

Yes. 

Or. NAMEtH CHAI^RA SEN GUPTA: With regard to answer 
{a)(ii)j doe* the Hon’ble Minister mean to say that agriculture in 
Bengal is not moving on the same lines along jiiiich it used to move 
centuriei before? 

Tin Hoffblo Namb Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Rattnptfri . 

I have nothing further to add to what I have already stated. A* a 
matter of fact, no Department of Agriculture existed a century ago. 

Rai Bahailur 8ATYA kINKAR SAHARA: With reference to 
answer (a)(r), is the Hon’ble Minister aware that a large number of 
private farms have been set up in the province, and that instead of 
being an imitation of Government farms, they are as a matter of fact 
antagonistic P 

The Hon’bla Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratafi|Hir: 

On the contrary. Sir, so far as my information goes, the private farms 
are run on the advice of our departmental expert ofiBcers. 

Rai Bahadur SATYA KINKAR SAHARA; With reference to 
answer {h), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to sta'te whether 
mangoes and lichis are suited to the soil of BepgalP 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: 

Yes, Sir. 

Rai Bahadur SATYA KINKAR SAHANA: What steps have been 
taken by Govemtneiit to increase the production of these season fruits? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: 

If the hon’ble member will go to Krishnagar and see with his own eyes 
the activities of the farm there, he will find that much has been done 
to improve the quality and increase the production of such fruits. 

Rai Mmam SATYA KINKAR SAHANAs Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what amoun^t is spent p^MCitical agriout^ 
ture and what amount on experiments? O 



QUESTIONS. ^ 

^ Nmi’M n&Mi Sir MOHIUDDIN FAil0«UI» 

I aik for notice. 

•n liARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Can the Hon’ble Minieter 
giviJ 1M an idea of the approximate percentage of the total agrictlltural 
population who have been alEected by the improvements made in 
practical agriculture by the department? t 

Tht Hoifblt Nmvab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI. of R«taii|Nirt 

1 am sorry I cannot answer that offhand; and I ask for notice. 

Improvomaiit of oattlo. 

Mil. Rti Bahadkir SATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: (o) U the 

Eon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment aware — 

(i) that the general condition of the cattle of the province at pretest 

has deteriorated; 

(ii) that the said deterioration has been held to constitute one of 

the principal causes for the deterioration of agfriouUurt; 
(ut)^that the owners are too poor to bring about an improved 
condition ; 

(tv) that sometimes the owners are so poor that they have no choice 
but to keep their cattle ill-fed; 

(r) that a few stud bulls from the Punjab and other places are not 
likely to improve the ill-fed and emaciated cattle of the 
province; and 

(vi) that the covering of the emaciated cows by big bulls often 
brings in deterioration rather than improvement of the 
progenies and do more harm than good to the cows them- 
selves? 

(h) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government have 
been contemplating for the improvement of the cattle and their 
owners? 

TIM Hon’Me Nmtb Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of RatMifwr: 

(tf) (i) to (iv) The member is referred to the answer to part (a) of 
starred question No. 170 asked by Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar Das 
at the meeting of the Council held on the 7th Septeinber, 1933 ; and to 
the second paragraph of the statement referred to in the reply to his 
nnstamd question No. 82 given at the meeting held on the 27th 
August,* 1986. 



QinSTIQNS: 
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(v) »nd (vt) TW policy of Government to improve^ ibe^Jbreed of onttle 
by tbe introduction of pedigree bulk for breeding purposes bas been 
ihe result of careful research and experiment. It has been found that 
the female progeny of Bengal cows mated with imported pedigfree bulk 
recommended by the Agriculture Department not only give cent, per 
cent, increased milk yield over that of their dams but produce male stock 
which is far superior to the indigenous bulk. 

(b) The member is referred to the statement made in reply to his 
unstarred question No. 62 mentioned above and the comprehensive 
scheme for the improvement of cattle and of fodder crops inaugurated 
with the grant from the Government of India for rural uplift, a full 
description of which was circulated in July, 1935, and the action taken 
in respect of which up to the end of December, 1936, was explained 
in a Press communique issued- on 23rd January, 1936. Matters have 
been put in train with a view to start work early next financial year. 
With a view to stimulate the improvement of cattle through selected 
owners of bulk, a competitive system of awarding money prizes to the 
owners of the best kept bulk has been introduced in addition to the 
premia of Rs. 60 per annum given to owners of bulk. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Does the Government charge 
^ny fee for the service of these bulk? 

The Hon’bls Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUIt of Ratanpur: 

No, Sir, so far as I am aware. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: TTow many cows can a bull 
serve in the course of a year? 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab 8ir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: 

About 80. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that the Live-Stock Expert reported that no marked improve- 
ment in the breed of cattle (*ould be expected unless it was taken up 
along with the establishment of a dairy farm ; and having regard to 
that opinion, do Government contemplate any steps being taken in 
that direction? 

The Hon’bk Nawab 8ir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of RaUnpur: 

I cannot answer that question offhand, Sir. 

Dr. NARE8H OHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: Was that not published 
in the Report of the llepartment of ^-griculture for the year 1938? 
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ill Itotfiito Namb Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of RctaH|Niri 

As 1‘Wve already said, Sir, I cannot Ay anything offhand. 


1^ Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR SAHANAi With reference to 
answer (e) and (it), namely, that the cross-bred cows born of pemgree 
balls yield cent, per cent, increase in milk, may I know the basis of 
his information? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUIf of RatanpurS 

The information is based on the reports of our expert officers. 


Rai Bahadur 8ATVA KINKAR 8AHAMA: I.s the Hon’ble 
• Minister aware that these reports do not always reflect the true state 
of things? 


The Hon'ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, ef RaUnpwi 

That is a matter of opinion, Sir. But in the course of my tours m the 
interior, I have come to know that the cultivators are eager to have 
the services of these bulls, and that I have liad reports which corro- 
borate the statements made by our eipeit officers. 


Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Is it not a fact that niany 
indigenous cows as a result of the service of the pedigree bulls die at 
the time of calving? 


• The Hon’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratonf^i 

I am not aware of that, and I do not know from where my hon ble 
friend lias got that infoniiation. 


Disease Jhinjhinia. 

•112. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware of 
a new type of disease commonly called Jhinjhinia occurring in Calcutta 
and various other parts of the province? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any enquiries have been made 
with regard to the — 

(i) causes, 

(it) pathology, 

(in) diagnosis, and 

(tr) treatnwnt of the disease? 



m [aoiBito:, 

,(«) If AiquitieB have been laade ae at <6) aiieti(, . tbe 

Hon^ble Minister be^ pleased to ibake a statementf * ' . 

(d) Have any deathi occurred due to Jhinjhinia? 

(f) If tbe answers (d) are irt, fbb alllrmatite, wilj t^ Itob’bk 
Minister be pieased to lay op tbo’ table a sta^ment showing : — 

(») bow ’many deaths up to this time have taken place ; 

(ii) where the deaths have taken place either in the hospital or in, 
private houses; 

(in) whether any autopsies were made; 

(iv) If so, the results recorded; * , 

(v) whether the deceased persons were males or females, Bengali or . 

otherwise; and 

(vi) whether any, and if so, what treatment was meted out to themf 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) The member is referred to a Press Note, dated the 11th 
January, 1936, a copy of which is placed on the Library table. 

(d) No death is reported to have occurred from the ‘‘disease*'. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: With reference to answer (h) 
and (c), the Press Note referred to therein could not be found on the 
library table, although I made a careful search. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister therefore be pleased to answer the question on the floor of 
this fiouseP 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: A copy of the 
Press Note will be supplied. 


Professor P. C. Mehalanobis of Presidency College, Caloutta. 

*113. Rei Bahadur SATYA KINKAR SAHARA: Will the 
Hoh’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state— 

(i) whether Professor P. C. Mahalanobis of the Indian Educational 
Service has been the Professor of Physics in the Presidency 
College, Calcutta, from 1919; 

(u) whether he has up to now made any original contrilmtioiis in 
Physicii or carried on any, and if so, what research work 
in that su|)ject; 
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(fwvholr nuny hom per week liie devotes., (otrardi teaokiiig 

' f V Physice^' ' . •’T * . 

^ (i) according to the routing," and 

( 2 ) actnall;^; 

(iv) whether it is a fact that he devotee most of his attention to the 

subject of Statistics; 

(v) whether he has received the permission of the Education Depart- 

ment to carrj" on such investigatidns; 


(vi) whether he spends money allotted for the Physics Department 
and for research work in that department towards investi- 
gation in Statistics; 


(vii) whether there has been a fall in the number of students in the 
Presidency College in B.Sc. honours and M.So. in Physics;. 

{viii) whether it is a fact that research students in Physics find but 
little facilities for work in the Presidency College ; ^ 


(ia) whether it is also a fact that the high reputation of the College 
in Physics has suffered during recent years; and 

(^‘) are the Goveninient considering the desirability of holding an 
enquiry into the matter? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: (/) Yes. 

(nf Yes, but the details are not available at short notice. For his 
research work in Physics, he was however elected a Fellow of the 
National Institute of Sciences of India, which was opened by His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal in January, 19*15. 

{Hi) (1) Thirteen hours per week during the period July to 
December and 12 hours per week during January to April. 

(2) The same as above. 

(iv) No ; but he devotes a part of his time on statistical work. 

(r) Yes. 

(vi) No. 

(vii) Details are not readily available. 

(rui) to (j?) No. 

Rti Bahidur BATYA KINKAR BANANA: With reference to 
taswer (tr), will the Hon' ble Minister be pleased to state how many 
hours per week the professor devotes to statistical work? 



<06 QTTEST10N&. [dOra Hitt.. 

* Tlw Hon’bte iChlli Bthl^ Mr. AZIZUL HAQUE: I tMiik my {ri«iid 

sbould fead the answer td question (tii) (1). 

J0 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there has been any complaint from the students or 
the University or from the Principal of the Presidency College about 
his being engaged in statistical work? 

The Hoffi*hle Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL Haque: Nothing of the 
sort, 

Distrtot beard chairmanship and public prceecutcrship cf Mymeneingh. . 

*114. Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: {a) With reference to the reply 
to clause (J() of starred question No. 26 put by me on the 20i]i February, 
1935, is the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department 
considering the desirability of taking such steps ^ will prevent the 
two functions of the district board chairmanship and. public prosecutor- 
ship of the district of Mymensingh from being combined in the same 
person as in the present incumbent Khan Bahadur Mauivi Sharafuddin 
Ahmed in the interesl of efficient and successful administration of 
public prosecutor’s functions? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether any such steps have been taken 
since then? 

(c) If no steps have yet been taken what is the reason for the delay? 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: (a) to (c) The 

Khan Bahadur has been appointed the Public Prosecutor of Mymen- 
singh on the distinct understanding that he will not again stand for 
chairmanship of the district board. 


Covemment pieedere and public prosecutors. 

M15. Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Will the Hon’bl^ Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the public prosecutors and Government pleaders get a 
% monthly salary in addition to their daily fees for their daily ' 
works during the tenure of their respective offices ; 

(fi) whether in consideration of their monthly salaries they are to be 
considered as whole time Government servants as long as 
they are retained in their respective offices; and 



QUESTIONS. m 

- jkjj) wlietlier during the tenure of their respective* offices all Gkrvem- 
ment servants have been debarred^ from seeking election as v 
member in any legislature under the new Government oi 
India ActP 

(h) If the answer to questions (a) (it) and (Hi) are in the affirmative^ 
will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the public 
prosecutors and Government pleaders also will be debarred from seeking 
election in any future legislature after the introduction of provincial 
autonomy in Bengal? 

(c) If they will not be so debarred, what is the reason for this? 

The Hon’Me Sir BROdEHDRA LAL MITTER; (a) (i) They gei 
retainers in addition to daily fees. 

(it) No. 

(a) (u'i), (b) and (c) The meiul)er is referred to section 69 and section 
307 of the Government of India Apt, 1935. 


Agricultural and industrial training of detenus. 

M16. Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) Will the^ 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to* 
state-^ 

(i) whether a circular has recently been issued by the Deputy 

Inspector-General, Criminal Investigation Department, 
Bengal, regarding the agricultural and industrial training 
of the detenus; 

(ii) whether it is stated in the said circular that the detenus shall 

be treated as mere apprentices and that Bp privilege as 
detenus will be allowed and that they shall have to cover 
their expenses with Us. 20 a mouth; 

{%ii) whether it is a fact that many detenus have declined to join 
the training on account of the language used in the circular 
and 

(tv) whether it is a fact that some detenus have been taken away 
forcibly against their will and that their whereaifa^ts are 
not known to their relatives? 

(b) Arp the Government considering of placing a copy of the said 
circidar on the table? 



dOS QUESTIONS. [30th Mae., 

Tbt HOA’bto ROBERT REID: (a) (i) and (ii) and (d) A copy 
of the circular has been placed on the library table. 

(a) (til) No. 

(iv) Some detenus selected for training had subsequently to be re- 
moved because of their unsatisfactory conduct. There is nothing to 
prevent their whereabouts being known to their relatives. 


Public exhibition at Satkhira. 

M17. Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department 
aware — 

(i) that there was total failure of winter paddy in the Satkhira 
subdivision of the Khulna district ; 

{ii) that acute economic distress prevails there; 

(til) that tliere were repeated prbtests from the public against an 
exhibition at that i>lace; but 

(ir) that the Subdivisional Officer opened the same on the 24th 
of January last with the usual ceremonies and festivities H 

(h) Is ihe Ilon’ble Minister also aware tliat the Commissioner of 
the Presidency Division and the District Magistrate of Kliulna refused 
to attend the opening ceremony of the said exhibition at Satkhira on 
the 24th .laiiuary with a view to observe mouniiug for the passing 
away of IT is Majesty the late King-Emperor? 

(f) Is it a fact tliat gambling was allowed in the said exhibition? 

{d) Is it a fact that the exhibition had to be closed on account of an 
outbreak of small-pox ejiidemic at Satkhira? 

(e) Are thirJOovernment considering the advisaibility of taking 
luitable steps against the said Subdivisional Officer of Satkhira? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: 

(a) (f) The failure was not total, but recent reports show that in the 
badly affected area in Satkhira the outturn is about 3 annas. 

(n) There is distress in some places and steps to relieve it have 
already %ben taken. 

(m) A representation against the holding of the exhibition was 
received from one gentleman. 

(iv) There was no formal or ceremonial opening. 
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{ft) The Commissioner and the District Mag'istrate did not attend 
the exhibition on 24th January^ 1936, the arranj^'emeuts for a formal 
opening having been cancelled in view of public mourning. 

(c) No. 

(d) No. 

ie) The question doe^? not ari^e. 


Agricultural Chemist. 

M18. Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA; (o) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge ot the Agriculture and Induslries Depart- 
ment be ])leased to state wliether there a permanent vacancy in the 
post of the Agricultural Chemist to tiie (fovernment ot DengalJ^ 

(/>) If the answer to m) i'' in the aflirmativt*, do the (Tovernment 
contemplate advertising the post uitli the object ot .securing the best 
available candidate av was done in the case «»f the appointment of tiie 
Economic B()tanist I'' If not, why not*' 

(c) Is it in I'ontemiilation of the (iovernment to make the othciat- 
ing inctimbent in the post permanent!' 

(d) If the answer to ic) is in the aHirmative, will the llon’hle 
Minister be jileased to state bis qiialification.s for such apjiointment and 
to enumerate any researcli j»aper or pajiers published by him in recog- 
nised scientific journals!' 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: 

(b) No. Because under the ruli;s recruitment is made ordinarily 
by promotion from the Bengal Lower Agricultural Service; and there 
is a qualified offii er for siu h promotion. 

(f) Yes. “ 

{d) The officer is a fii>t class M.Sc. in Chemi.strv of the Calcutta 
University and holder of University medal. He received jifist-graduaie 
training at the-lu.sti'tute of Science, Bangalore, for a i>eriod of 3 years. 
He wa.s aiipointed as an Assistant in the Chemical Section in December, 
1914, and promoted to the Bengal Lower Agricultural Service in August, 
1921. He officiated as Agricultural Chemist for over 1 ye^ and 7 
months between 1924 and 1930, and b.as been acting as Agritmltural 
Chemist since 12th October, 1934. It is reported that he ba.s maintained 
a high standard of efficiency in his work througliout his service and 
the Agricultural Chemists under whom be bus served have reported 
favourably on his abilities. 

39 
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He has pu'blished research papers on the following: sulbjects: — 

(1) radio activity of the rocks of Kolar Gold Fields; and 

(2) experiments on the im])rovement of the date palm sugar 

industry in Bengal. 

The former was published in the Journal of the Indian Institute 
of Science and the laHer in the Memoirs of the Department of Agricul- 
ture in India. 


Liabilities of Primary Societies to Central Banks. 

M19. Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Dej)artment he pleased to state — 

(a) wliether statistics of liabilities of the primary societies to the 
Central Banks in the province and of tlie Central Banks 
to the Bengal Provincial Qo-()]>erative Bank, Ltd., have (been 
obtained by the Co-operative Dejuirtment during the period 
from 1932-33 to 1934-35:'' 

(5) If so, will the HonTde Minister be ])leased to give in a tabular 
form the following information regarding the following 
matters lor the above }>eriod year by year respecting the 
Central Banks and the Co-operative Societies in the pro- 
vince: — 

(/) outstanding dues of the Central Banks from primary 
societies showing the j)rinci])al and the interest 
separately ; 

{n) collection made each year during the period; 

(ii<) outstanding loans of the Central Banks to the Provincial 
Co-operative Bank showing the ])rincipal and interest 
sejiarately year by year; 

(tr) payment made by each Central Bank year by year to- 
wards the jwincipal and interest; 

(r) amount of borrowing® from dejmsitors and payment to 
them towards principal and interest year !by year by 
the Central Banks; and 

(rj) establishment cost of the Central Banks during the last 
3 years, to be ®hown separately? 


The Hon’ble Hewtb Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ritmpur: 

(a) Yes; tp sdch form as to permit compilation of the particulars 
pulblished in the Annual Reports. 
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(b) (i), (tt), (iu), (?r), (r) and (rt) A statement incorporating such 
information as is availahle is laid on the library table. Information 
not included can be obtained only by special enquiry and compilation 
the expense of which Government reprret that they are not ])repared 
to undertake. 


Bengal Veterinary College. 

M20. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in cliar^re of tlie Ajjfriculture and Imlustries (Veterinary) De- 
partment be pleased to state — 

(/) liow many sti])ends are granted every year to tlie students of 
eacli class of tlie Ben^ral Veterinary ('ollege; 

(u) what principle is followed in selecting the stipendiaries; 

(ui) what is the number, respectively, of Muslim and non-Muslim 
students of each class, who \\ere ^>^ranted stipends durin|^ 
eac h of the years 19dd, 19;i4 and 1935? 

(/>) Are the (fovernment considerinjir the desirability of taking stops 
to reserve some stijiends tor the deserving Muslim students of eaidi claaeP 

(c) What is the value of each stipend? 

(d) AVhat other concessions, besides stipends, are granted to students 
of the college? 

(c) AVhat is the number, respectively, of Muslim and non-Muslim 
students, who were granted such concessions during each of tlie years 
1932, 1933, 1934 and 1935? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: 

{a) (/) Ten, four in the first year class and three each in the second 
and third year classes, for hand fide natives of Bengal who are not in 
receijit of stijiends from district boards, etc. 

(»/) The selections are made on the results of examinations. 

(?//) A statement is laid on the table. 

(/>) By an order of January last three ‘8ti])ends have Ibeen reserve^ 
for Muslim students; one for each of the three classes. 

(c) Rs. 12-8 a month. 

id) Reduction or remission of tuition fees in deserving cases at the 
discretion of the Principal. ^ - 

(e) A statement is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (Hi) of Starred Question No. 120, 
showing the number, respectively, of Muslim and non-Muslim students 
of each class, who were granted Bengal Oovernment stipends during each 
of the years 1932-33, 1933-34, 1934-35 and 1935-36. 

Year. Class. Muslim. Non- 

Muslim. 


1932-33 


1933-34 


1934-35 


1935-30 


A 1 3 

B .. 3 

C .. 3 

A 1 3 

B .. 3 

C .. 3 

A .. 4 

B 1 2 

C .. 3 

A .. 4 

B 1 2 

C .. 3 


Statement referred to in clause (e) of Starnd Question No. 120, showing the 
number, respectively, of Muslim and non-3Juslim (Bengal) students who 
were considered deserving and were therefore granted the concession of 
reduction of their tuition fee during each of the years 1932-33, 1933-34, 
1934-35 and 1935-36 including the stipendiaries of the district boards, 
etc., who were also granted this ooncession. 


Year. 

of Muslim 
students 
during the 
session. 

Numlur Numl>er 
of non- of Muslims 
Muslim granted 
students conees- 
during the sion. 
session. 

Number 
of non- 
Muslims 
granted 
conces- 
sion. 

1932-33 

15 

'44 

10 

38 

1933-34 

18 

41 

15 

30 

1934-35 

21 

43 

19 

31 

1935-30 

19 

52 

19 

45 
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Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: With reference to atiswer (a) (n), 
the Hon’ble Minister aware that selections were not made on the results, 
of examinations, but by mere choice? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: 

No, Sir; that is not a fact. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
stipends are still being granted to students who failed at examinations? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: 

No, Sir. We iiave no such information. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Record suppliers and muharrirs of the Bengal Secretariat. 

36. Khan Bahadur A. F. M: ABDUR-RAHMAN : (o) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Apjwintment Ih'partment be pleased 
to state — 

(/) .whether there are any rules for the recruitment of record 
suppliers and muharrirs of the llengal Secretariat ; 

(h) whether the duties ot the record suiipliers and muharrirs have 
been s|)ecitied; 

(lit) if so, what are they; 

(iv) the present scale of pay of the record suppliers and muharrirs ; 
{}') whether it is a fact that the starting pay of duftrivs is the same 
as that of the record supjdiers; 

* {vi) whether it is a fact that the Darjeeling quarters and hill allow- 
ance.s of record sujipliers are the same as tho.Ne of the dufirics- 
(vii) whether it is a fact that the revision of fhe scale of pay 
proposed in 1924 of mulwrrtrs^unl record supjilii'rs is still 
]»ending; 

(nil) the number of recoul suppliers and muharrirs jiroiuoted to the 
(lerical service in the Bengal Secretariat from 191B to 1925; 
and 

(i,r) whether the system of such juomotion is still in ojieration? 

ih) If the aiiNwer to (aV^tf.r) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the rea.Mins for the same? 

(c) Are the Government contemjdating amalgamation of the two 
classes of posts, viz., of record supplier and of muharrir, under one 
nomenclature, viz., record clerk? 
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The Hon’hle Sir ROBERT REID: (a) (i) Yes. 

(iiy No, 

(///) Does not arise. 

(iv) liecord suppliers — lls. 20 — 1/2 — 32 and viuharrirs — Rs. 40 — 
2/2 — 50 (revised scale). 

(r) and {vi) Yes. 

{vii) The question of revision was under consideration in 1927, but 
has now been dropped. 

(rm) The information is not immediately available. 

(i>) No. 

(h) Recaiise recruitment to the lower division of the Secretariat is 
made exclusively by public examination. 

(c) No. 

CdrtificRte cases for realisation of arreairs of road oess in Khulna. 

37. Babu 8UK LAL NAG: Wiirthe Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Revenue Department l>e pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing for the Khulna district — 

(i) the number of certificate cases instituted in the Collectorate 
daring the period from the 1st March, 1935, to the 29th 
February, 1936, for the realisation of arrears of road cessj 
(n) the corresiwiuling figure for 1925-26; 

(i/V) in how many cases referred to in (/) were body warrants 
issued ; 

{iv) how many were arrested; 

(r) how many were sent to jail; 

(r/) the total amount realised from persons, so arrested, and sent to 
jail; aid 

{vii) the costs incurred as exi>enses for keeping these prisoners in 
jail? 

The Hon’blo Sir BROJENDRA LAL HITTER: {i) 1,030. 

(iV) 1,745. 

(m) 321. 

{iv) 3. 

iv) 1 . 

(vi) Rs. 20-9. 

(vii) Annas four only. 
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Unemploy Riant. 

38. Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the Hbtt’ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture anti Industries Department aware 
that the number of unemployed youths si)ecially of the bJmlralog class 
are increasing in Bengal? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing — 

(i) the schemes or measures they have taken to solve the question 

of unemployment in Bengal ; and 

(ii) the number of jiersons that have been j>rovided with employ- 

ment by these (lovernment measures? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of — 

(i) not apiK)inting [hmsoiis from foreign (‘ountries and from other 
Provinces in India in (rovenimeut services under their 
control ; 

(u) enabling Bengalees only to comiKde; 

(?//) ()]>ening for students studying ('ommerce, practiial apprentice- 
ship classes; and 

(;r) arranging for them opj>ortunities to serve as aj>prentices in 
. various (Tovemment rommercial Institutions or in other 
private concerns? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of RaUnpur: 

in) Government have no evidence to this effect. 

(b) (i) and {ii) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(c) (i) and iii) The member is referred to the resolution moved by 
Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai on the same subject and the discussion 
thereon in the August session of 1933. 

{iii) There are already arrangements for such classes at the Govern- 
ment (’ommerciul Institute. 

(iv) Classes held in the said Institute offer opportiinities to students 
to get themselves articled or ajiprenticed. 

Peripatetic weaving schools. 

39. Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon4>le Minister 
in charge of the Industries Department be pleas(*<l to state-— 

(i) the number of peripateti<; weaving schools in Bengal; 

(it) the approximate number of teachers employed in the schools; 
and 

(m) the .status of their services, viz., whether temporary or perma^ 
nent? 
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(b) Hare the Goremment before them any data to- show whether 
these schools hare prored useful to many poor students seeking wearing 
as their Tocation? 

{r) Are the Goremment consideringf the desirability of revising the 
scale of the teachers^ pay and making their services permanent? 

The Hcm’hle Nawab 8ir MOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: 

(o) (i) Twenty-five, of which eight are permanent. 

(??) Fifty. 

(?'?/) Sixteen are permanent and thirty-four temporary. 

(h) Yes. Over 9,000 students trained in these schools have adopted 
weaving as a profession. 

(r) The reply to the first ])art is in the negative. Proposal for the 
retention of the services of the temporary staff on a permanent basis 
is under the consideration of Government. 


Road cess demand, from Khulna. 

40. Babu 8UK LAL NAG; Will the Hon'lde Member in charge 
of the Kevenue Department be pleased to state for the Khulna 
district — 

(?) the amount of road cess demand in 1925-20; 

(ri) the corresponding figure for 1985-30; 

(/?/) the total number of estates attached under section 99 of the 
(Vss Act in 1925-20; 

(ir) the corres|K)nding figure for 1985-30; 

(r) the acreage rates fixed for 1925-20; 

(rt) the acreage rates fixed for 1985-80; 

(rii) the amount of road cess realised in 1925-20; and 
(riti) the amount of road cess lealised during the period from 
January, 1985, to February, 1980? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: (/) Rs. 1,30,277. 

(//) Rs. 3,14,208. 

(w) Nil. 

(/r) 43. 

(r) In 1925-20 the old Cess Act was in force and the only acreage 
rate recognised by that Act is that determined for purposes of sum- 
mary valuation under section 27 (h). There was no summary valua- 
tion* in 1925-26. 
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('pi) In 1935-36 there has been no retaluation and it has not been 
therefore necessary to determine the acreage rate as defined in section 
107(B)(1) of the Bengal Cess Amendment Act, 1934. 

(vii) Rs. 1,17,873 out of the current demand, and Rs. 11,636 on 
account of arrears. 

(rm) Separate figures for road cess are not available. The total 
amount of road and public work cesses collected during the period 
including arrears was Rs. 7,54,282. 


Record-suppliers of the Board of Revenue. 

41. Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR-RAHMAN: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Ap{K)intnient ])ej)artnient be pleased 
to state — 

(/) whether there are any rules for the recruitment of record- 
supplieiv in the heads of departments located in the Bengal 
Secretariat ; and , 

(?M whether the seivices of those record-su]>jdieis are suj>erior? 

(5)^ If the answer to (u) is in the negative, are the (lovernment 
con^sidering the desirability of taking steps to declare their services 
as superior? 

(c) Is it a fact tliat the scale of pay of the record-suppliers of the 
Board of Revenue is the same as that of the record-suppliers in the 
Bengal Secretariat departments? 

The Hon’ble Sir ROBERT REID: (a) 0) No. 

(li) No, exce])t in the office of the Board of Revenue. 

(b) No. 

(c) Yes. 


Water-hyacinth. 

42. Ral Bahadur J0CE8H CHANDRA SEN: (a) Is the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware 
of the experiments made by Mr. Subimal Bose of R.20G, Russa Road, 
South, in connection with the destruction of water-hyacinth by means 
of a spraying solution invented by him? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of having the 
solution examined and exjierimented with a view to adopting the same 
for the said purpose? 
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The Hofi’Me Mawab Sir fiOHIUDDIN FAROQUI, 0f Ratanpur; 

(a) Yes. 

(/;) Yes. Mr. Bose demonstrated his spray before the Director of 
Agriculture in 19*14. He was then a.sked to carry out experiments 
which would provide data for estimating the cost of preparing and 
applying the spray, but has not yet done so. 

Arrangements, however, are being made for Mr. Bose to carry out 
a quantitative experiment to enable i;he Director to estimate the cost 
of this method. 


Ahsanulla School of Engineering. 

43. Mauivi ABDUL CHANI CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that a temporary post of an assistant fore- 
man fell vacant in the Ahsanulla School of Engineering, Dacca, about 
two months ago, and that it was advertised that preference would be 
given to a suitable Muslim candidate? 

(/>) Is it a fact that in spite of the ready availability of Muslim 
candidates, a Hindu, who is said to be the son of the head clerk of the 
school and inadequately qualified, has been taken in? 

(c) Is it a fact that the said employee has been working as the 
librarian of the said school and that another man who is also a Hindu 
was appointed as the librarian has been carrying out the duties of the 
former and that the pay of the temporary assistant foreman is being 
divided mutually amongst the two? 

{(1) Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly state whether the former 
(temporary assistant foreman), completed his siiecial practical training 
and obtained certificate thereof? 

(c) Is it the jirevailing rule that persons who have not completed 
the special pratical training are not eligible for the post of an assistant 
foreman ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Muslim artisan students of the said school 
were not allowed to leave their class an hour earlier in spite of their 
prayer for the purpose though the concession was allowed to all 
other Muslim employees in various capacities of the said school during 
the month of Ratnzan? 

(g) Is it also a fact that the artisan students sought remedy from 
the Director of Public Instruction who at once wired to the Principal 
asking him to grant them the concession but the Principal, Mr. B. C. 
Oupta, threatened to do them harm if they would do such a thing again 
and that he would allow no Muslim artisan leave in future? 
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(h) Is it a fact that the artisan students submitted a representation 
to the Hon’ble Minister for the remedy of their above grievancesP 
What action has been taken by the Hon’ble Minister on their repre- 
sentation P 

(i) Is it a fact that the second clerk of the said school has been 
granted exteOsion of the terms of his services three times? 

(j) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that he is reported as being 
too old and incapable of work? 

(/:) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what was the 
justification for granting this man three extensions? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the question of reducing 
unemployment is under the serious consideration of the (tovernment? 


The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (r) (joverniuent are informed that the Selection (’ommittee 
picked out two Moslem candidates both of whom, however, subsetjuently 
withdrew their ai)plications having secured l>etter jwsts elsewhere. In 
the circumstances the libraiian, who in the unanimous opinion of the 
Selection (’ommittee was the best (pialified of the Hindu candidates, 
was promoted in this temporary vacancy and the next Hindu candidate 
on the list was' appointed tem[)orarily in his place. (Government have 
no information on the other points mentioned. 

(d) and (c). No. 

(/) and (/;) The Director of Public Instruction wired the Principal 
asking him to grant ^foslem students j)ermission to leave at 3-30 j).m. 
during the Ramzan. The Principal did not hold out any threats. 

{h) Yes. But in view of the answer to (/) and (//), the question 
does not arise. 

(0 Yes. 

(;■) No. 

{k) In the interest of i)ublic service. 

{1) Yes. 


District Engineer, Pabna. 

44. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (^z) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge 
Df the Local Self-dovernment Depaitment be pleased to state — 

(i) for what length of time there has been no (>ermanent incum- 
bent in the post of District Engineer, Pabna; 

(u) the date or dates when the vacancy was advertised; 

(m) whether three candidates from the Punjab were purported to 
be appointed by the District Board; 
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(tv), if so, wheiher such appointments were vetoed by the Commis- 
sioner of the Division; 

(v) whether at the time of the advertisement, the diploma 
A.M.I.E. (India) was recognised by Government as an 
academic qualification for the post ; 

(vi) whether the District Board appointed a sub-committee to con- 
sider the applications for the appointment ; 

(rii) w’hether the said sub-committee recommended nine of the 
applications excluding that of Mr. Hossain; 

{rill) whether the Board purported to appoint one Mr. M. Hossain, 
A.M.I.E. (India); 

(i>) whether (m the 2Tth June, 19^15, the (hmimissioner of the Divi- 
sion disapproved of the appointment on the grounds that 
tlie candidate did not possess the necessary academic (jiiali- 
fication and his practical experience did not conform to the 
lilies for the apjiointment of District Engineers; 

(j") whether on the 17th September, 19J15, Government approved 
of the inclusion of A.M.I.E. in the list of diplomas qualifying 
candidates for appointment as District Engineers ; 

(xl) whether the said approval was communicated by wire direct 
to the Chairman, District Board; 

{ill) whether the appointment of Mr. Hossain has, from time to 
time, been made by the District Board temporarily; 

{.rlii) if so, on what dates were sucli appointment made? 

(xir) whether it is a fact that the Commissioner has again dis- 
ajiproved of the appointment of Mr. Hossain on the ground 
that Mr, Hossain had not the practical experience required by 
the proviso to rule 2 for the appointment of District 
Engineers; and 

(.rr) whether any (jualified jier.son has now been appointed as District 
Engineer? 


{h) If the answer t(> (a) i.rv)., is in the negative, what steps do the 
Government propose to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) Since 
December, 1933, when the iiermanent incumbent went on leave. 

(//) The post was first advertised for a temporary appointment on 
the 1st May, 1934, and then for the iiermanent appointment on the 
4th Eebruary, 1935. 

{Hi) The three selected candidates for the temporary appointment 
were non-Bengalis. 
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(iv) The selections were not approved by the Divisional Commis- 
sioner. 

(v) No; but at the time of the advertisement for the permanent 
vacancy the inclusion of the diploma of A.M.I.E. was under considera- 
tion of (rovernment. 

(vi) to (jr) Yes. 

(ri) No. - 

(xii) Yes. 

(.mi) From 27th May, 19H5, for 4 months. From 2(»tli September, 
1935, for 4 months. From 20th January, 1930, for 4 months. 

Yes. 

(.rr) and (b) The question of ajipointing another person Inis not yet 
arisen as the District Board have sent a further rejnesentation to (iov- 
ernment through the Divisional Commissidiier which is now under the 
consideration of Government. 

Mfi 8i M. BOSE: With refe»ence to answer (a), (t.r) and (.r/r), 
is it not a fact that the order of the Divisional Commissioner is tinal!^ 

mHoriWsir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: li so, why has there been this delay in having 
this appointment filled up? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The matter has 
been referred to ( io\ eminent who probably retain the right of general 
supervision. 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: With reference to answer (a) (/.o and (.r/r), 
to the fact that there is no permanent iiKumbent since December, 
1933, will the Hon’ble Minister take immediate steps so that the post 
is permanently filled up? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The representation 
made by the district board is under the consideration of Government, 
and Government hope to dispose of the representation before long. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: With reference to answer {.ti), 
is it not a fact that a telegram to that efiect wa> sent by a member of 
Government ? * 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; I have no 
knowledge of such a telegram being sent. 
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Mailin' ABUL QU A8EM: Has the Hon’bJe Minister received any 
official intimation to the effect that the Vork of the district board is 
suffering in any way as a result of this temporary arrangement? 


The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 


Mr. S. M. BOSE: Is it not against the rule to have a temporary 
incumbent going on for such a long time. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, I do not think 


Badshabi Road. 

45. Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether the roadside lands, carved out of the Imperial Road 
known as the Badshahi Road from Burdwan to Ramjibanpur, is leased 
out to tenants? 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be jileased to state — 

(/) what is the annual income derived from the leases; and 
(//) to whom does the income go? 

(r) Is there any proposal for metalling the aforesaid road? 

(d) What would be the approximate cost of metalling the road with 
or without a bridge oyer the Ajoy? 

(e) Have the Government estimated whether the income from road- 
side lands leased out to the tenants would be sufficient to pay for and 
maintain a metalled road? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Some portions 
of roadside lands are leased out. 

(b) (i) Rs. 496. 

(//) The Burdwan District Board. 

(r) A jxirt of the road is metalled. There is at present no proposal 
for metalling the remaining portion. 

(d) The cost of metalling the road without a bridge over the Ajoy 
is estimated by the District Engineer, Burdwan, to be about 
Rs. 1,60,000. 

W No. 
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Extension of bus route to Cossipore-Chitfiore area. 

48. Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Police Department aware — 

(t) that all the outlying areas of Calcutta, viz., Pallygunge, 
Tollygunge, Alipore, Kiclderpore, Park Circus, Maniktnla, 
Belgachia, etc., are connected with the heart of the city by 
direct routes of conveyance, either by train or bus, or both; 

(it) that the jieople of the Cossipore-Chitpore urea within Uie Cor- 
poration of Calcutta, are not served by any such routes; 

(iii) that the jieople of the Cossipore-CTiitixue area have to break 
journey, under the present system of conveyance, either at 
the Chitpore bridge or Shyambazar in order to rwu'h the 
business quarters of Para bazar or Dalhousie Square; and 

(it*) that this causes delay, inconvenience and additional expenses 
to the people out of proportion to the distance travelled? 

(h) Is it a fact — • 

(?) that the Bengal Bu*^ Syndicate apjdied to the authorities some 
year^ back to have their city bus routes extended to tJhe 
. Cossipore-Chitpore area; and 

(?/) that this apjdication was refused on the* ground that the jieople 
did not want it ? 

(c) Is it a fa(‘t that several local Associations including the Itoute 
No. 32 Bus Passengers’ Ass(»ciation, the Cossijion* Road Jute Brokers’ 
Association, etc., and a large niiinb<*r of the rate-payers and residents 
of the locality have submitted representations to the iirdper authorities 
for the extensions of the city bus routes to the ( V)8sijK>re-Chitpore 
area ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Bengal Bus Syndicate has also applied for 
extension of their service up to Cossipore-Chitjmre area? 

(e) If the answei to (d) is in the affirmative, are the (iovemment 
considering the desirability of i>eriiiitting the Bengal Bus Syndicate to 
extend their city bus routes up to Co8si|)ore If not, why not? 

(/) Is it a fact — 

(?) that the rates of faies under the present system of bus service 
in the CossijHire-Chitpore area are compared to distance, 
greater than those in the city propt*r; 

(ii) that no facilities are offered to the passengers in this route as 
elsewhere in the shape of return tickets, cheap mid-day 
tickets or monthly tickets; bu,t 

(ill) that the Bengal Bus Syndicate have offered to provide for the 
said facilities ? 
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(ff) Are the Government considering the desirability of pio\iding 
for such facilities to the j)eople of the Cossipore-Chitpore area? If not, 
why not? 


MEMBER in oh^ge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Robert Reid): (a) (1) Ballygunge, Alipore, Kidclerpore and Park 
Circus are connected with the centre of the city by bus and tram ser- ■ 
vices: Tollygunge and Belgachia by tram services: and Maniktala by 
a bus service. 

(ii) This area is not connected by any direct service with tlve centre 
of the city. 

(in) Yes. • 

(iv) It is possible that some inconvenience and possibly additional 
expense are entailed. 

(b) (i) No such application can be traced by the Commissioner of 
Police. 

(ii) Does not arise. 

(c) and (d) Yes. * 

(e) The number of buses plying in the Cossipore-Chitpore area is 
ade(iuate for the traffic oflfering, and the extension of city bus routes 
to this area has not been permitted owing to the congested traffic con- 
ditions there. 

(/) 0) appr6('iably. 

(ii) No monthly tickets are issued, but books of coupons are issued 
at concession rates. 

(iti) Yes. 

(/;) No. The facilities offered at present appear to be reasonable. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: With reference to answer (b) 
(/), will the Hon’ hie Member be pleased to enquire whether or not a 
rejdy was sent in the beginning of this month from the Deputy (,^om- 
luissioner to the Bengal Bus Syndicate saying that that extension 
4?ould not be sanctioned? 


The Hon'bla Sir ROBERT REID: If Mr Basu will give me the 
particulars, I shall certainly enquire into it. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: With reference to answer (r), 
is it not a fact that the buses which ply in this area are, as a rule, 
always overcrowded ^ 

The Hon’bie Sir ROBERT REID: I have no infonuation, Sir, on 
that point. On the contrary, my information was that the number 
of buses was adequate fdr the traffic. 




